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TH WH HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 18, 1982

Dear Archbishop Theodosius:

Mrs, Diane Ushinski has forwarded to me your letter to

the President of October 22, 1981, invitin; him to address
the All-American Council of the Orthodox hurch in America
when it meets in Philadelphia on August 25, 1983,

We know you will understand that we are u ™le to project

the President's schedule this far in advanc Particul:
notation has been made of your invitation, d nearer the date
we will be t :k in touch with you »out the possibility of the
President's acceptance.

Thank you too for the book sent with the le’’ :r, Orthodox
America, 1794-1976, on the development ¢ the Urtnodox
Church in America.

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

S Pgry  Jlao

Gregory J. Ne ell
Special Assist t
to the Preside:

Post Office Box 675
Syosset, NY 11791
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" Urom the desh 0/ """ RABBI MENACHEM LUBINSKY

March 22, 1983

Hon. Morton Blackwell
Special Assistant to the President

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Blackwell:

I thought that the enclosed press release re-
porting on the position of Agudath Israel on the
nuclear freeze would be of interest to you.

Kind regards.

Siﬂgerely,

/’ /)_____/L__

Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky
Director of Government and
Public Affairs '

ML:d1l

Enc.

AGUDATH ISRAEL OF AMERICA













































July 30, 1982 ¥§4

MEMORANDUM FOR MORTON BLACKWELL
<
FROM: MICHAEL R. GALE (j/

SUBJECT: Union of Orthodox Rabbis of
the United States and Canada

As a follov i1p to your suggestion regarding

the Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the United
States and Canada, I wanted you to know that

I have invited Rabbi Moses Feinstein, their
President, to attend an August 5th briefing

at the Department of State. Participating

in the briefing will be Mrs. Dole, Secretaries
Weinberger and Shult and two NSC Staff Members.

We have invited the members of the Conference

of Presdients, members of the Executive Committee
of the National Republican Jewish Coalition

and other Jewish organizations that have been
supportive of the President, such as the

Union of Orthodox Rabbis.

The briefing will be an in-depth overview of
U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East.

























































MMENL ) ACTION

We have suggested that the President issue a statement which would clearly
point out that in accepting the President's Commission's report that there was no
intention of violating the sensitivities of any religious community and that the
President recommends that in formulating legislation e .ates should consider
those people who because of their religious conscience opposed the uniform

definition.

If for some reason White House officials feel thi such a statement would
not be proper, we would appreciate a letter addressed to us which would make
those points. We would then be in a better position to press our péint across
the country. We understand that there may be some reluctance to intervene on a
"state™ matter, but our problem did after all have its genesis with a President's
Commission and there is the perception that the report was accepted in its en-

tirety by the President.
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Rabbi lact 3 Lubinsky

Agudath Isr: . of America
NETF‘.HBORHOO!\ DRE‘QF‘QUAT‘T(
BACKGROUND

Our Southern Brooklyn Cc 1nity Organization has over the years made several
suggestions r promoting a "neighborhood initiative™ y the agan Ad-
minist .ion. Attached is a memorandum from Rabbi Sh :1 Lefkowitz, t! ‘ecu-
tive Director of SBCO, on a possibdle Administration initiative, which also in-
cludes a Presidential neighborhood visit, an award ce 1ony, a White House

Con{ ‘ence on Neighborhoods and a radio show.






Neighborhvod self-help organizati 1s play a very key
role in preserving neighborhoods. The Republican plank states
that it is "committed to nurturing the spirit of self-help
and cooperation through which so many »ighborhoods have
revitalized themselves and served their residents."

Promoting "neighborhood" values 1s the first step towards
Jdeveloping an overall ncighborhoed policy. In order to promote
ne:shborhood values, I am recommending the following:

L. The President visit neighborhoods - The idea heore
is for the President to visit two neig »orhoods where he
will identify with the values the neighhorhood residents
are promoting and encourage the work o sclf-help organizations
(medlating structures) who are involve in housing and economic
development.

2. An asards cercmony for outstanding ncighborhood
groups of varicus ethnic backgrounds be held at the White
ffcuse - By giving recognition to these organizations, the
President would again ilentitfy with the value of neighborhood
proservation. At the same time, this + uld give a very strong
message to foundations and corporation: that the White House
considers this a very lmportant activi' .

5. A White House Conference on Ne¢e "ghborhoods be convened.
Such a meeting would be held together v th banks, foundations
(such as Ford Foundation and Rockefeller Foundation) corporations
ssuch as Exxon, Metropolitan Life Insurance, etc.) and some

focal government officials. Again, th would clearly indicate
the White House commitment to neighbort od preservation and

their desire to sece the foundations, cc¢ porations, and local
governments get involved in these activities.

4. In the President's presentation to the r lia, such
as his talk show on radio or his interv ews, he should mention
neighborhood values.

At the same time, various governm¢ tal policies would
be implemented. My recommendations are the following:

1. A directive from the White touse to HUD letting
them know that the Presic o o
: in
avalrirable, those projects tnat nave the tnvolvement ot self-
help neighborhood development corporati 1s should receive
priority. In addition, the President's Task Force on Private
[nitiatives should have a neighborhood component. Also
it a Commission Jealing with housing or cconomic developuent
is created, a neighborhood component sh i1ld be included.
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2. In preparation for the block vrant concept to states,
to the extent that the Administration 1ill direct the use of these
funds, neighborhood prescrvation activ tics should be given priority.
[n the introduction to the bill, it st 1ld be clearly stated that a
portion of funds should go to neighbornood prescrvation of activities.
5. A small amount of money, even 15 million from (IUD's
dizcretionary tunds should be allocated tor neighborhood preservation
activities. [If cvery vear, 10-20 proj :s could be funded, it would
show ~ame kind of committment. The Administration did approve a very
large grant to the South Bronx which is going towards rebuilding a
neighborhood. Some moncy should be going to the other groups who are
trving to prevent a crisis. [t is q clear that the President is very
much in favor of preserving neighborl ; and is not reaily looking to
enccurage the rebuilding of bombed out arcas which require very heavy
subs idies.






timore County. (Incidentally, the terrain of the cam s affords easy landing for
a helicopter.)
While at Ner Israel, the President could conduct a question and answer ses-

.on with the students about foreign and domestic pol y. The school a. ) con-
tains a mon :nt to commemorate the Holocaust, which uld add an emotional touch
{ tt entir wvisit. The Vice President of the schoo and its administrator,
Rabbi Herman Neuberger, is one of the most prominent Jewish educational leaders
in the country. He has been particularly active as the Orthodox Jewish spokesman
in opposition to the Equal Rights Amendment. For this task he was nominated by
the Agudath Israel movement to represent the viewpoint of the community.

In addition to the exchange with the students, there is a possibility of
convening Jewish community leaders from the 3altimore area since the school en-
joys broad support from the community. The school has ample space for a lary
assembly and because of its secluded surroundings, might even be able to take
plac in the outdoors.

We believe that a visit to Ner Israel would be an important psychological

boost for the entire American Jewish community.






volved in the status ¢ Iranian Jews. We would certai y t delighted to assi:

you, the Departament of State and the INS in working out this vexing problem.
































