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Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky
Agudath Israel of America

DEFINITION OF TIME OF DEATH

BACKGROUND

Since the beginning of the Reagan Administration, we have expressed our con-
cern over a recommendation by the President's Commission for the Study of Ethical
Problems in Medicine and Biomedical and Behavioral Research, which endorsed the
concept that human life ends with the cessation of brain stem activity. As part
of its‘final report, the Commission drafted uniform legislative language for im-
plementation by the states.

In the Spring of 1980, Agudath Israel of America testified before the Com-
mission strongly ob, :ting to government intervention in determining the t- of
death because it is so intertwined with religious and ethical considerations.
Jewish law demands that all respiratory and cardiac activity cease before a
patient may be pronounced dead.

When we learned that tt Commission's recommendations reached the President,
we reco nded that he consider our position that the government should not
legislate time of death. In the event that legislation is drafted by some
states, we would in the very least expect that they demonstrate sensitivity
towards those who because of their religious conscience cannot agree with the

uniform definition.

least 32 states now have the uniform code. We have been successful in several
states, but obviously because the uniform code in a way carries the approval of a
.President's commission, which by extension t6 many means the President, we are

ret .y | in our effor!



RL_JMMENI ) A ON

We have suggested that the President issue a statement which would clearly
point out that in accepting the President's Commission's report that there was no
intention of violating the sensitivities of any religious community and that the
President recommends that in formulating legislation the states should consider
those people who because of their religious conscience opposed the uniform
definition.

If for some reason White House officials feel that such a statement would
not be proper, we would appreciate a letter addressed to us which would make
those points. We would then be in a better position to press our point across
the country. We understand that there may be some reluctance to intervene on a
"state™ matter, but our problem did after all have its genesis with a President's
Commission and there is the perception that the report was accepted in its en-

tirety by the President.
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Boro Park community, nearly 30,000 children attend private schools, which is an
ideal opportunity for the President to express his support for Orthodox Jewish
attempts to preserve their heritage through education.

4) The President's Private Sector Initiative might be yet another the of
a Presidential visit to Boro Park. This is a community where voluntarism plays an
important role in the lives of its residents. Long before government dollars
were available the community had developed an infrastructure which included every
aspect of life. In the Boro Park area there are many unique endeavors: A "Bikur
Cholim" whose volunteers visit the sick on a regular basis also extends financial
assistance to those in need of medical care. M"Tomchei Shabbos"™ (. »porters of
the Sabbath) distributes thousands of dollars of food for the pbor and needy of
the community each month in a cqoperative agreement with area merchants. Another
organization totally manned by trained volunteers provides first aid, rescue and
ambulance service. In addition, it is a community where private investment has
been the most important ingredient in neighborhood stability.

RECAMMENTIEN A.E_T_I-O_N-

We would, of course, like to further the plans for such a visit. We believe
that the itinerary could include a visit to a housing site (where government and
the private sector have collaborated), where the President might give his views
on neighborhood stabilization, a visit to a Jewish day school where he can reaf-
firm his support for tuition tax credits and the welfare of private schools, the
local hospital where voluntafism plays such an important part in health care, and

ro ' .1:
with a large Orthodox Jewish family and a tour of the commercial strip to stress

preservation and development as is embodied in the enterprize zone concept.









R: 1 Menachem Lubinsky
Agudath Israel of America

NS TGHROARUNANN PRESIFRVATTAN

BACKGROUND

Qur Southern Brooklyn Community Organization has over the years made several
suggestions r promoting a "neighborhood initiative™ by the Reagan Ad-
‘nistration. Attached is a memorandum from Rabbi S 1el Lefkowitz, the Execu-
tive Director of SBCO, on a possible Administration initiative, which also in-
cludes a Presidential neighborhood visit, an award ceremony, a White House

Conference on Neighborhoods and a radio show.






Neighborhood self-help organizations play a very key
role in preserving ncighborhoods. The Republican plank states
that it is "committed to nuvrturing the spirit of self-help
and cooperation through which so many neighborhoods have
revitalized thewselves and served their residents.”

Promoting '"neighborhood'" values is the first step towards
developing an overall ncighborhood policy. In order to promote
neighborhood values, I am recommending the following:

1. The President visit neighborhoods - The idca here
is for the President to visit two neighborhoods where he
will identity with the values the neighborhood residents
are promoting and encourage the work of self-help organizations
(mediating structures) who are involved in housing and econonic
development.

2. An awards cercmony for outstanding ncighborhood
groups of various ethnic backgrounds be held at the White
House - By giving recognition to these organizations, the
President would again identity with the value of 2ighborhoc’
preservation. At the same time, this would give a very strong
message to foundations and corporations that the White House
considers this a very important activity.

3. A White House Conference on Neighborhoods be convened.
Such a meeting would be held together with banks, foundations
(such as Ford Foundation and Rockefcller Foundatlion) corporations
(such as Exxon, Metropolitan Life Insurance, cetc.) and some
local government officials. Again, this would clearly indicate
the White House commitment to neighborhood preservation and
their desire to sce the foundations, corporations, and local
governments get itnvolved in these activities.

4. In the President's presentation to the media, such
as his talk show on radio or his interviews, he should mention
neighborhood values.

At the same time, various governmental policies would
be implemented. My recommendations are the following:

1. A directive from the White Housc to HUD letting
themw know that the Presidont e infaraces W1 fn anioblooboon

neilp neirgnpornood developmeunr Corporations snould rcceive
priority. In addition, the President's Task Force on Private
[nitiatives should have a neighborhood component. Also

if a Commission Jealing with housing or cconomic developument
is created, a neighborhouvd component should be included.



2. In preparation for the block grant concept to states,
to the extent that the Administration will direct the use of these
funds, ne” "borhood prescrvation activities should be given priority.
In the introduction to the bill, it should be clearly stated that a
portion of funds should go to ncighborhood prescrvation of activities.

3. A small amount of money, even 13 million from [{UD's
dizcretionary funds <hould be allocuated ror neighborhood preservation
activities. It cvery year, 10-20 projects could be {unded, it would
show same kind of coumittment. The Administration did approve a very
large grant to the South Bronx which is going towards rebuilding a
neighborhood. Some money should be going to the other groups who are
trying to prevent a crisis. [t is qui clear that the President is very
much in favor of preserving neighborhoods and is not reaily looking to
encourage the rebuilding ot bombed out arcas which require very heavy
subsidies.






timore County. (Incidentally, the terrain of the campus affords easy landing for
a helicopter.)

While at Ner Israel, the President could conduct a question and answer ses-
sion with the students about foreign and domestic policy. The school also con-
tains a monument to c¢ rmorate the Holocaust, which could add an emotional touch
to tt entils wvisit. The Vice President of the :hool and its administrator,
Rabbi Herman Neuberger, is one of the most prominent Jewish educational leaders
in the country. He has been particularly active as the Orthodox Jewish spokesman
in opposition to the Equal Rights Amendment. For this task he was nominated by
the Agudath Israel movement to represent the viewpoint of the co nity.

In addition to the exchange with the students, there is a possibility of
convening Jewish community leaders from the Baltimore area since t! school en-
joys broad support from the community. The school has ample space for a large
assembly and because of its secluded surroundings, might even be able to take
place in t! outdoors.

We believe that a visit to Ner Israel would be an im ' % psychological

boost for the entire American Jewish community.
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Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky
Agudath Israel of America

IRANTAN JEWS

BACKGRN'"™ND

In 1981 we were expressing our deep concern about the process of granting
pol .ical asylum to Iranian Jews, particularly since they were asked to "demon-
strate™ religious persecution. As a result of our efforts, as well as by many
others, Elliott Abrams, the Assistant Secretary of State, issued new guidelines
easing the restrictions on Iran: 1 Jews.

Since then we have brought numerous hardship cases to the attention of the
Department and some of them have been acted on positively. The problem that we
are currently faced with is the.delay in the processing of political asylum ap-
plications. Many of the hardship cases that we have brought include the
inability of some to enroll in colleges or vocational schools, but ren more
tragic is relatives that ar 3stuck in Europe because ' :ir milies in this coun-
try have not yet been granted political asylum.

The delay has also had a psychological impact on the news that has been fil-
tering back to Iran, which has led many Jews there to draw their own conclusions
about the possibilities of ever reaching the United States. Many Iranians who
reach Europe are faced with long delays in the processing of their applicatii s

for entry into the United States.

We feel that the entire issue of the status of Iranian Jews in this cor i
needs to be reviewed at the highest levels. We would suggest that the White
House initiate an interagency conference between the State Department and t
Ii s tion and Naturalization Service to review all of the issues that are in-
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in the stati of Iran’ . 8. We would certainly be delight °~ to assist

you, the Department of State and the INS in working out this vexing problem.
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REVISE
H. 7.

APR-2¢-23

V'rreez ’ talk call.ed
misus- of tradition

NEW'YORK (JTA) — Agu-
dath Israel of America in.a
policy statement adopted by ita
officers, says it is a “misuse’”
and “an oversimplification of
Jewishtraditiontointerpret
reverence for life as an argu-
ment for a nuclear freeze:”

The Orthodox Jewish move-

. ment said that although it be-

lieves that “‘no stone should be
left unturned in an effort to put
a halt to the frightening nu-
clear arms race and to achieve
genuine peace,’”’ nevertheless,
while “peace is a religious im-
perative, sois astrong national
defense.” {
A spokesman for Agudath
[srael explained that many
Jewish organizations wlho
adopted positions in favor of a
nuclear freeze accuse the | -
gan Administration of support-
ing a nuclear arms buildup

deterrence. .
He said that the Administra-
tion's arguments that bilateral
negotiations were not possible
unless the defenses of the Uni-
ted States were bolstered were
{

ple 1iible and that it was to be
as: nmned that the government
was speaking out of factual
knowledge of the current mil-
itz ' balance of the super-
po rs.

The Agudath Israel state-
ment added: mplex deci-
sionofthir nd mustbeleftin
the ex; ‘tnandsofthoseto
whom we ent  the reins of
government who are thorough-
ly familiar with all theintricate
facta.”

The spokesman for the Or-
thodox organization said that
while many Jewish groups
wereconvinced thattheroadto
peacecouldonly beachieved
through a nuclear freeze, there
i8 no reason to believe that no
negotiations withtheSoviets
could hope to be successful at a
timewhen America’snuclear
arsenal ia found wanting.

dDate Ioranuclear ireeze, tne
argument wasone-sided and
out of context. Who is to say
whether more nuclear arms or
disarmament is the uitimate
vehicletop :?”



JIWISH TIuES
SALTIMCREI, wD.
w-25,000

APR-2¢-R3
'MISUSE O
TRADITION'

New York (JTA) — A sharp
rebuke against the "misuse of
Jewish tradition” in the de-
bate over the nuclear freeze
issue was released by Agudath
I "-“Ame ina policy
s :nt adopted by its
national officers recently. The
national Orthodox Jewish
coalition movement, com-
mentingon the| tiontaken
by many Jewisn organiza-
tions,st. thatitis anover-
simplification of Jewish tradi-
tion to interpret reverence for
life az an ar ient for a nu-

d
ment poin
although it '
stone should be lett unturneu
in an effort to put a halt to the
fnghtening nuclear arms race
and to achieve genuine peace,”
nevertheless, while “peace is a
religlous imperative, so is a
strong national defense.”

_—
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m. Strom Thurmond
July 13, 1983
Page 2

We have viewed with extreme interest the proposal of the Administration. We
strongly support the Administration's emphasis on the return to traditional
values in the family, in the community and in society at large. Permitting
prayer in schools is consistent with these values. However, the proposed con-
stitutional amendment fails to define the type of "prayer™ advocated, and this
ambiguity could lead to unacceptable interpretations. We reserve judgment on.
this issue until the r isure under consideration clearly spells out the form and
text of the prayer to be recited in schools.

We would appreciate if you would include our views on this subject in your
official record of the hearings.

Thank you for this opportunity to make our views ' own.

Sincerely, /Zéij; .
/%%2/“ /an g L6400%37
Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky

Director of Government and Public Affairs

ML:dl L









AGUDAIH DRAEL

naTnon

NF ANFRICA o nox

OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT FIVE BEEKMAN STHEET NEW YOHK, N.Y. 10038
AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS PHONE: (212) 791-1800 CABLE: AGUDOHNEWYORK

April 20, 1983

Mr. Morton Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

R v
Dear Mg; ckwell:

I am pleased to enclose a copy of a legislative agenda for the first session
of the 98th Congress, which was compiled by the Office of Government and Public
Affairs of Agudath Israel of America.

Agudath Israel of America is a broadly based Orthodox Jewish movement with
chapters in major communities throughout the United States and Canada. It spon-
sors a wide range of constructive projects in the field of religion, education,
children's welfare, and social action affecting the lives of young and old in far-
flung parts of the Americas, Israel and Russia. The organization's leaders in-
clude the nation's most respected rabbinic scholars, and its constituents consist
of a comprehensive coalition of Orthodox Jews from every walk of life,

The purpose of this agenda is to give members of Congress and other inter-
ested parties an opportunity to understand some of the concerns of the Orthodox
Jewish community,

Please feel free to call me or Steven Prager, the general counsel of our
Commission on Legislation and Civic Action, at (212) 791-1828.

Kind regards.

Lubinsky
Office of Government and Public Affairs

ML:dj
Enc.
cc: Rabbi Morris Sherer

OFFICE OF WASHINGTON COUNSEL ¢« 600 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20037 « (202) 338-4816

DIVISIONS: National Youth Commission: Ze \gudath Israel, Bnos Agudath Israel, Pirchei Agudath Israel, Bachurei Agudath Israel/Agudist Women's Organization: N'shei Agudath Israel/Camp
Agudah/Camp Bnos/ The Jewish Observer/Dos viddishe Vort/Commission on Legislation and Civic Action/Commission on Israel/ Commission on Overseas Rescue and Relief/Commission on Social
Services/C iission on Senior Citizens/ Project COPE (Career Opportunities and Preparation for Employment)/COPE Vocational Institute/ Commission on Latin American Jewry/National Com-
mission on Jewish Ethnic Affairs (Judaiscope, Southern Brooklyn Community Organization)/Commission on(Branch Service and Development/ Commission on Adult Torah Education: Daf Yomi/
Jewish Education Program (JEP)/Torah Education Network (Reshet Shiurei Torah)/Torah Action Program (TAP) /Project RISE (Russian Immigrant Services and Education) /Russian Immig
Rescue Fund/Project YAD for Russian Jewry/Agudist Benevolent Society/Chevra Oseh Chesed






































