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Rabb~ Daii id ~- Ben-Ami, third from left, was among ecumenical leaders participating in the fnau­
gurat1011 service for President Ronald Reagan at the National City Christian Church in Washington. 
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Christians, Jews show 
solidarity with Israel 

By Joseph Polakoff 
Special to The Jewish Week 

Two important developments affecting 
relations between evangelical Christians 
and Jewry and th~ impact on Israel emerged 
within five days in Washington and New 
York. 

The first was the second national prayer 
breakfast in honor of Israel conducted in 
Washington by evangelical Christians at 
which some SO Jews were among about 400 
others present. The Jews came from the 
three main branches of Jewry and about 
doubled the number at the breakfast a year 
ago. 

The other was an extensive front-page 
report in The New York Times that em­
phasized "Evangelicals Strengthening 
Bonds with Jews." It noted differences be­
tween rabbis in their views toward "a surge 
of support from a wide range of conservative 
Christians, including fundamentalists" and 
between Christians in their outlook toward 
Israel and her opponents. 

The breakfast in the Shoreham Hotel was 
sponsored by The Roundtable, a conserva­
tive religious group founded in 1979_. It is 
now reported to have 150,000 members in 
200 chapters across America . The National 
Religious Broadcasters cooperated in ar­
ranging the event. 

Addressing the breakfast, the Rev. Jerry 
Falwell said in interviews with media in 
Dallas, Tyler and other cities just before 
coming from Texas, the first question asked 
of him was why does he support Israel · 'and 
particularly Menachem Begin and Ariel 
Sharon." The Moral Majority ' s leader said 
he told the reporters: · 'Israe l is our only true 
friend in the Middle East and true friends 
should stand together." 

" Begin and Sharon did what every friend 
of democracy should cheer-the liberation 

, of Israel from the tyrannical forces of Syria 

I and the Palestine Liberation Organization,·· 
he said. "The press has been having a hey­

r dey on Israel" in blaming the havoc in 
I Let,aron on Israel "as if Israel did it in three 
· CoJ'S, ·• he said. 

"Arafat is the leading terrorist and mur­
derer today," Falwell said. " We stand for 
the survival and prosperity of Israel. We are 
not anti-Arab in any way. I don ·1 look on the 
PLO as representative of the Palestinian 
people but as a terrorist organization. " I R~p. Mark Siljander(R-Mich.), who pre­

I ceded Falwell, opened his speech with the 
words "Shema Yisroel" and said to the 
Jews: "We are not trying to convert or 
change you . I'm just after your heart . We as 
Christians owe something to the Jewish 
people-a debt of love and repentance for 
Inquisitions, for the Holocaust and the 
Crusades. We as Christians accept our re­
sponsibility." Siljander, whose district has 

Rev. Jerry Falwell 

few Jews , and Sen. Don Nickles (R-Okla .) 
were the only congressmen present. The 
Reagan administration was represented by 
Morton Blackwell , a special assistant to the 
President , and Michael Gale, White House 
liaison to the Jewish community . 

Benjamin Abileah, counsel general of the 
Israeli embassy, told the gathering: "Th is is 
enough to give a boost to any Israeli these 
days." Rabbi David Ben Ami, head of the 
American Forum for Christian-Jewish Rela­
tions , pointed out that "every facet of 
American Jewish community is attending" 
the breakfast. 

The New York Times article quoted 
Rabbi Marc H. Tannenbaum , national inter­
religious affairs director of the American 
Jewish Committee , as saying "the evangel­
ical community is the largest and fastest 
growing block of pro-Israeli , pro-Jewish 
sentiment in this country." He reported that 
"since the 1967 war, the Jewish community 
has felt abandoned by Protestants , by the 
groups clustered around the National Coun­
cil of Churches which , because of sympathy 
with third world causes, gave an impression 
of support for the PLO. There was a vacuum 
in public support for Israel that began to be 
filled by the fundamentalist and evangelical 
Christians.·· 

Rabbi Joshua 0 . Haberrnan , head of the 
Washington Hebrew Congregation , denied 
a statement that the fundamentalist view 
"reinforces the image of the secular­
minded, materialistic , unredeemed Jew who 
not only rejects Christ but refuses to migrate 
to Israel to fulfill biblical prophecy .·· The 
Times quoted Haberrnan: "There is not a 
shred of evidence , based on a statistically 
sound nationwide study. that the level of 
anti-Semitic bias is any higher among fun­
damentalists than any other religious group 
in America ." 
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TOPICS BY JEFFREY ST. JOHN 

PRAYER BREAKFAST 
IN HONOR OF ISRAEL 

Shoreham Hotel - Blue Room 
Washington, D.C. 

Wednesday, February 2nd, 1983 
7:30 A.M. 

•~PROGRAM PERSONALITIES" 
Mr. Harry Hurwitz, Dr. Jeny Falwell 

Mr. Morton Blackwell, Mr. Ed McAteer 
Congressman Malk Slljander 

Rabbi Ben Ami 
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Sa/,u.ing Israel 
Continued.from Page 2D 

Reuther found another way, though more 
abstract, to identify Israel with the Christian 
experience: "One might say that Israel 
comes to mean for Jews collectively what 
the Resurrection means for Christians, the 
affirmation of life against death." 

"Despite the historical attachments to 
the physical Jerusalem, Christian thinking 
has often focused on the heavenly Jerusa­
lem," says Rabbi A. James Rudin in his 
book "Israel for Christians" (Fortress Press 
1982). This emphasis on what he feels is a 
"universal abstract and purely spiritual 
concept devoid of specific territory, " as in 
Reuther 's defini tion of the meaning of Israel, 
has " created a Christian ambi valence 
toward Jerusalem," Rubin said . 

"We a ll see Jerusalem as the spiritual 
center of Judaism and the spiritual center 
of Christianity," Ben-Ami said to the prayer 
gathering. Also made known and for the 
first time, were plans for the Jerusalem 
Congress on the Bible in December. It will 
be a Jewish and Christian conference with 
Dr. Jimmy Draper, president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, and Dr. Harold Lindsell, 
editor emeritus o! Christianity Today, among 
those speaking . 

Ben-Ami, who foresees the freedom of 
worship for all faiths restored in Jerusalem, 
founded that hope on efforts by the Interfaith 
Counc il , t he Christian Embassy and 
profe sso r s from Hebrew Universit y 
working together in Israel. 

And in his own ministry he wants to do 
his part as well . "I tell my congregation to 
study the teachings of Jesus because He 
was a Jew and worked in the greatest 
tradition of the prophets." 

"When the Messiah comes," he said, "we 
will ask Him if He has come before or 
whether He has come for the first time, 
and that is the only difference between us. 
Many Christians doo't know that the concept 
of the Messiah is Jewish, and that we wrote 
the book." 

2D WEDNESDAY. FEBRUARY 9, 1983 

wdk ~ o/ . 

W,Kard \Iott Wasn,ngtor- T ,me~ 

Rabbi David Ben Ami (left) and the Rev. Jerry Falwell are representative of evangelicals 
and Jews who congrqated at a recent National Prayer Breakfast in honor of Israel. 

They Gather Together ... 
By Larry Witham 
MSHINGTC»! TMES STAFF 

If there really is nothing new under the 
sun, then it was with surprise that so 
many who attended the National Prayer 

Breakfast in Honor of Israel here last week 
agreed that nothing like it had ever happened 
before- anywhere. "Under an evangelical 
banner, Jews of every persuasion, both 
religious and secular, got together," Rabbi 
David Ben-Ami said. 

Coinciding with the meeting of the 
National Religious Broadcaster, the 
president's National Prayer Breakfast and 
the biennial World Jewish Congress, all in 
Washington, the lsrael·honoring meeting 
was able to draw a major representation of 
Jewish leadership, not only together, but 
into the hospitality of a large group of 
fundamentalists and evangelicals, some­
thing unheard of. 

After years of mutual suspicion between 
Jews and evangelicals, largely due to an 
usumed historical grudge between the two 
faiths, exacerbated by evangelical enthusi• 
asm for conversion of Jews, they are now 
finding common ground. And although the 
Jewish community would admit to needing 
friends after the war in Lebanon put much 
oi world opinion against them, their new 
affinity has more than just the political 
dimension to it. 

"I have long deplored the lack of 
oommunicatioobetweenJewsandChristians, 
especially between Bible· believing , 
committed Jews and Christians, Rabbi Ben• 
Ami who is chairman of the American 
Forum for Jewish Christian Cooperation, 
said. 

"The New Testament is based on the Old 
Testament, and in the moral sense it is all 
the same teaching," he asserted. " I would 
uyallJewsarethemoralmajority,because 
all Jews value morality above all. That is 
what we live by, at least Jews who know 
what Judaism is." 

Ben•Ami's organization and The Round­
table, a conaervative organization with a 
Chriatian base and which is active in anti· 
pornography and other moral issues, jointly 
aponsored the prayer meeting. 

Bothpoliticaland biblical reasons backed 
the 1111&Dimous sentiment of those who 
pthered, that Israel bas the undeniable 
right to exist as a state. Calling Israel the 
United States' "ooly true friend in the Middle 
East," Dr. Jerry Falwell said his support 
for tbe nation came not only because of 
beina American, but due to facts of history, 
humanitarian concern, and as one who 

believes Israel 's covenant with Goel is 
unconditional. · 

Despite obvious differences between Jews 
and Christians , which were often the rule 
in the past, Israeli Consul General Benjamin 
Abileah said of the two religions and nations 
that "it is easily explainable that our ultimate 
goal is always the same." 

Although scarcely noticed by many 
believers, in the last year there has been an 
apparent turn•around in how the chur ch is 
recognizing its ties to Judaism. A larger 
portion of the affirmation, however, seems 
to be given to Judaism itself, whereas not 
only Christians , but some Jews a re 
ambivalent about the rights of the nation 
Israel. Groups like the Falwell-Ben-Ami 
coalition, and the more literal Bible· 
believing among church denominations, are 
the main force in support of Israel itself, 
along with the majority of the world's 14 
million Jews. 

Jews and Fundamentalists met las t 
November at Washington Hebrew Congre­
gation for a Sabbath service, and until the 
death of his wife cut short a trip to the 
United States in December last year, Prime 
minister Begin was scheduled to attend a 
pro-Israel rally at the First Baptist Church 
in Dallas. 

With the conflict accelerating in Lebanon 
last June, the definition of Israel became a 
more poignant issue to many. Just before 
that time, however, a Jerusalem Conference 
was held here at Catholic University. In 
one presentation, Catholic theologia n 
Rosemary Reuther, who teaches at Garrett· 
Evangelical Theological Seminary, coo tended 
that the Bible makes Israel's possession of 
its homeland contingent on its a tti tude 
toward God and the use of the homeland to 
work out His purpose in establishing justice 
and righteousness in the world. 

"The gift of land was not a right; it was 
not a property deed," she said. 

Last month the American Jewish Com­
mittee and the Council of Southwestern 
Theological Schools drew together both 
students and professors from Christian and 
Jewish seminaries. Considering that a new 
"spiritual bond" eventually may be affirmed 
between Judaism and Christianity, accord­
ing to the Rev. Paul M. Van Buren ofTumJ)le 
University, "the whole theological enterpnse 
will be at stake." 

'"Ibe Jewish people are what they are 
because of what they are before God, and 
Jesus of Nazareth is what He is for us 
because of what He is before God," Van 
Buren explained at the Dallas conference. 

Cont inued on Page 16D 

THE ~HINGTON TIMES MAGAZINE 

... AMERICAN FORUM FOR JEWISH-CHRISTIAN COOPERATION 
1407 Montfort Drive 
Windsor Farms 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17110 
Telephone: (717) 236-0437 

(717) 236-0437 
(213) 457-4213 

DR. DAVID Z. BEN-AMI, RABBI 
CHAIRMAN 

1407 MONTFORT DRIVE 
HARRISBURG, PA 17110 

• •• 
1f 

AMERICAN FORUM for 
JEWISH-CHRISTIAN COOPERATION 



Evangelicals Strengthening Bonds With Jews 
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aniund 11' National Council of 
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Jewish and Evangelical Groups Form Closer Bonds ' ____ ____ i 

thwnpen, u illlter.te and biaoted peo­
ple. Webadltereolypeaaboutevan,eli­
cals in the way that we felt Chritti&ns 
had rte.-ypaa about 1 ..... " 

J . Richard Butler, director for the 
Middle East of tbt National Caunc:il of 
Churcheo. denied that bis orpnl.&aliOD 
had abandonod Jewish lfOUPI- . 

" Tbe posltiOll of Ille National Council 
of Churcbm liDce 1110 unequlvocally 
,upporu Israel and ill n1t11 to a:irt u a 
Jewt.sh ........ be &aid. "We bave _, 
cnlical ol lsr.eli pohcim and pr.ctloes, 
as we have _, critical of llOmt of the 
policies and practloes of otber rtates ." 
n. IDOi! prominent lpokaman 

amonc Jewish laden for Ille more 
bllitant p:,i.nt of Yie1lr toward the ev~ 
celicals is Rabb, Alaandff Schindler, 
-d of the UDioa of American Hebrew 
c:oa,repttOl!S , a "'form orpnizatiOD. 

" Why does orpnw,d American 
Jn,ry cantln11t Its lhnallan With tbe 
Christian npt'" be ■ald . "We mow 
tbe reason■ , of coune. Mart J.,.W, 
leaden are willing to forsive anyone 
anythin& 10 Jq as Ibey liar a IIJ0d 
word about Israel .' ' 

" Even their l\lp!IOM of !or.el is in­
trinsically demoanin& to Jl'WS," Rabbi 
Schindler &aid, refemna to the ~l• 
teal Christian belie! that tbe J"" must 
be " tn,athered " In !or.el before tbere 
can be. - comma of Chr!rt . 

Pn,-r ■...,,.--­
"n. rouon l am reluctant to won 

With such IJ'OIIPI as M_oral Majority," 
be said, " is that in their clomeotlc pro­
,ram the main objects of their attacks -
were eome of our sta\mC.belt su.pp;,nen; 
amoaa liberals in c:oo,r-. So ..,.., 
tbetr suppon of larael is nawed ln tbi1 
1'."5pecl ." 

M~ch ot the ruppon of tbe ChNtlan 
rilhl cc,mes from larp, nallOllwtde or-

, · tions, such as Moral Majority . 
week in Wuhiztctort , another such 

orpnization, Rellcious Roundtable, 
beld a Nattona.l i>rafer Bl'Mk!ut in 
Honor of Israel, attended by tbe R.-v . 
J•"fY FalweU and "P,-tatt- of 
the Reacan Administration. 

Mr . Thomas, a opotesman for Moral 
Majonty, said Ille - wu liVina full 
suppon for lorael not only OD tboolOJi­
caJ JTOU,Dds , but alao beta- It ,._nls 

{ 

Israel u a reliable democratic ally. 
Rehlious Roundtable , I -.vallw 

organi.Zltion founded in 1'79, aays It bu 
150,000 members in Dl cbap<on aaw, 
the country. 

EvangeUcal -" for lrNel pro­
ceeded "Ilona two lines," &aid Dr. 
Paige Patenon, P"Sidelt of tbe Chris, 
- u Bible l.mtitute in Dallas. 

" There 111 pnenl ...._llcal ll!ter­
eot in Judaism u ouch," be aald, "'and, 
of COW'S< , I l1"mlmdous tbeolosical iJ>. 
terest in tbe State of Israel. " 

'FeolaT-~• 
" Evan,ellc:ala tau .-very word of 

Scripture to be tnle." aald Dr. Pat•­
- • who is allo aax:iate putor of tbe 
Fint Bapeirt Cburcb i1t Dallu. " 'Illua 

- fee l I - - IO lbe Jews as the-poop!•.•· 
Some J- laadan, lllchadiDc 

Rabbi T_..um, SM cralll III lllly 
Graham for llllnl amanc tbe 11Nt 
major --.,,Ucaf laadan to -
ltJ'OII& public ouppon far lrNel. 

Jowilh oupponers at t1e1 with --
1elicala aay there ii ~ .,_. 
,_., -"· I.IDOl1I evaQlellcal 
c;r,:,up1 and activist pro-lll"Mli -~ ..... 

1D San Anlffli<>. loraample, Ille Rev. 
Jolin c. 8-, • - ... 11ona1 
-cber Wbo - tbe 3,-member 
Church of c:artle Rilll, ID 1'81 ....,._ -t be called " Ni,ltt to BODOr t.n..i ." 
It ii a .kind of m•c and prayw, --
pllcal.«yle tra"9liD& road - - com­pi.. "1th an or<baltra &Dd .__ 
choir that bu performed ID -.i 

=r'~n~u:!:!r..:. a 
" Tr.velin& ln llrul In lffl," Pu10r 

Hape &aid, " I wu Ut...ny - to 
tean as I belan to wallt tbe rtreac1 of 
Jenaalem and I l"IIIIOlllbeffl:! Ibo bia­
torical Dlpm>are that tbe Jft'llb pao. 
pie .... - to Uve--of orpn­
laad CbNlulty's lrtulity.' ' _.., __ 

Putor8-aatdbewulllocbcl 
five :,an later , ID 1•1. by tbt rac11aD 
ID tbil country to Ille l11Mll llcJmbiD& of 
I nuclear ,..cto, In Iraq. ' "TIie baacl­
U- In my dty_.. _ __, i., 

r.el , - llu tbt U.S. ouat,t to 
abaDdoD IINel, llllnp llu that. I told 
my wtfe tllat -·re'°"" to do-. 
tbiDI In -n of !or.el." 

ID San AnlODio, In Fort Worth ud 
Tulsa , in Bourton and - • Putor 
Ba,- r111ted civic catan or 1)'111-
r,bony balls wllere be beld " Nilbt to 
!IODor larael." Illa cbolr and aoncen or­
.-.. performed " Batlkvah,.. i.­
r.el 'o natiOD&l antbtm, ud - i.­
r.eli and American-· 

Rabbi Man: H. 
r-baum of tlte 
Amfflcan J...-toh 
CommltlMN)'I 
"11111YAD1ellcal 
oommlllllty II tbe .,..,and 
lut•t'"'wlq 
lllodtofp~ 
llnlll,p~ 
Jnllh ■-llm_,t 
ID W. country.'' 

JallMt .~_,;,.., n......- vor1nm.. 
TIii RIY, ,...,. Falw911 of Moral Major11)' has played u tmportani 
role brlllplc topdier .....,.ucal Cllr1lllam ud Jfttah leeden. 

bbbl~r 
laladler,&aedoltbe 

Ulllan of American 
HobNII Cooip-epll ... , 

-."WIiy ... ....,.._ 
J-,y-llDlao Ill 
lllrWIID wltb Illa 

Cllrtrllu rtpt?" 

Christjan pastors and Jewish leaders ," l 
Mr. Shearer said . " They Will stan on 

the~~~·~~~~ ! 
" I 

Last November , TAV Evangelicals I 
spomored a conference iJII Washington 
of 10me ,I() ovan,elical leaders and 15 I 
rabbis co discuu p01,5ible cooperat1vt 
prosrl~- The meet.in& was spanso~ 1 

by R.abb1 Habtrman's Wuhington He- ' 
b~ Congrpgat ion. 1' 

Hebrew Sla&:lnl and Danctn& 
" Tbe evangelica l leaden brought 300 

1 

or 10 of their followers who stayed in 
Jewish homes." Rabbi Haberman sa id 
in a telephonf- internrw. " When .,, · 
wonhiped together and when hund rN15 
o_f ~ehc:a:15 sans the Hebre-w por­
tions of the btUJ'IY and went into sa-
1ions of Hebrew sinpn.g and danc ing · 
that enthral.led the congregation. we ex­
perienced an explosion of inten-eligiow ' 
friendship. Peoplt- •ho were susp1c1ow , 
~-=d~'~ thing wer. instant ly ! 

In March. the Central Conference of ' 
American Rabbis , a national orgaruza. I 
lion of reform Judaism , will hold an al l- I 
atu,moon meetiJ1& with I group of 
"bish!Y respected IPVaftlelical lead- I 
ers," accordin& to Rabbi Habennan.11 
" We 're aoin& to try to ton out an agen­
da, to find commoo pound of !aith and 11 
c:a:nmitment." be Wd. I 

Jewish supponen of increased con­
tacts With evan,elicals , lite Ra bbis ; 1 

::.:t;~I~ra~ ~~~~~~: I: 
mtiformly conservative and tha t many I 
of tbem bave sradually turned away j ! = ::r_ersioo of the,~ as a pn .

1

, 

··1t ·s impon.ui, 10 recocruu w c1, . I 
venity .~thin ~ ~angellca l com- 1 l 
mwury , Rabbi Tanenbi.um sa id I I 
" Tbere is a mainstream "' '&ngehal 
commu:tity that tends to be .'Tloderatt I l 
and centnst, usual ly to tM right of the i 1 
liberal Protestants." 11 

~yONalmdPlan' I 
" Certainly, the fw>damenta lists 

recx,cniu the election of Israel," Rabbi 1 

Haberman said. " There '! no reason 1 

wtiy JNrS cannot a lso P!C:Ogniu a d1- ; 
vlllelyordained plact !or Chrisuaru ty ll1 , 

Ille flllli llmen1 of God 's purpose ." j 
"We're 101n& to be out fron t , yes , we 

want to a,nvert you .' ' sa.id Dr. Pa1erson 1 

of the ChrinreIJ Bible ln.stiwte, 1 par- ; 

i~~ ~-::":r t~ee~,~ I 
..-eryt,ody. But a IJ'\lt fVAngelical Will ' 
mt COOi"<% ; be Wi ll only share a> pesua­
slvely u pouible " 

Tbe tbooloSical ,rounds for suppon 
ol lar.el, ovange~cals M y, =• from 
tbt " otemal covenant" benreen God 
and Abrabam , a covenant tha t Ille)· 
&TJUO, contrary to IC>IDe Chnstlan doc , 
Ui.ne, wu not ■upeneded after the ap.. 
pearanc:eOll•rthof J•u., . 

" If I deny the ewrlutlng covenant 
With the Jewish people," &aid J im Jack- t 
,on of the Cbristian Embassy, "ho" can , · 
l tnlSI in the.,.... covenant that be made ·

1 "1th metbrough Jesus Christ' " L 
ID ·•an~ 1-=,;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;..,...,..============cb 

of Zicxmm," be bu ";:':1:...~ ll'ffllle Slac. ColJtte In Plamylvania , - ADIIIIOwed I 
lltm&I -.it of God "1th Abrabam wrote ID tbe I>ocamber iuue of Mid- " '!be ~ of tbe Christian Em. 
which, be t.Uev., ~ tbe JOWi ~ - - 1 Jtwilb maitbly, " reinforce ~ ts to obaw in an UDa>mpromi.sing 
rilht to all otbiblicaflarael ~ Be !be -. of Ille aecular-mincled, ma- ny ouppon for lorael and the Jewt.sh . 
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"EVANGELICAL & JB,HSH LEADERS sum STRO!lG 
MESSAGE TO ADr-:JNISTRATlON" 

Evangelical and Jewish leaders held their second "llational Prayer 
Breakfast for Israel" in early February. The event was inserted into 
the 4Uth anniversary schedule of the National Religious Rrcadcasters 
Convention in D,C. Ironically, as World Jewish Congress leaders met 
with President Reagan to signal approval of the "Reagan Fl:in" for the 
•est Bank, the Christian fundamentalists staunchly reinforced Jsra~l •~ 
claim to "all the Holy Land" for biblical and strategic rei,sonings, 

The 350 leaders who attended the breakfast included keynote 
speakers Dr. Jerry Falwell of Moral ";ajority, Rabbi David Ben-Airi cf 
the American Forum for Jewish-Christian Cooperation (co-sponsor of 
the event), Congressman ~·.ark Si ljander (R-HJC'i) and Dr. Joseph Churb3 
(Director, Center for International Security, D,C,). Ed ~;cAtecr of 
the Tennessee-based Rountable hosted what he hopes ... 111 become a trn­
dition during the NRB Convention. "I plan to make Israel's case known 
throughout America because how ni,tions tr~at lsrael is how God will 
treat them," 11a id l'icA teer, 

Reagan "received a tumultuous receptlon earlier durinf the Nhf's 
4,000 standing room only reception for him. P.vanrelical leaders hi~, 
though supportive of Reagan's vocal stance on social causes de~r tc 
conservative hearts, is, nevertheless, walking a tiehtrope with most 
evan6elicals who view Israel's place among the nations with special 
significance. 

Falwell, whose newly-found org3nization, Ct,rir.tian~ for Israel 
has launched a mass mailing campaign in support of Israel, assailed 
PLO chief Arafat as a "murderer" and hearlded Israel's "lH,eration" 
of Lebanon. 

Rabbi Ben-Ami, introduced as the "Charismatic Habbi" of Judaism, 
saluted 1983 as the "Year of the Bible" and reminded his checrine 
audience: "Don't forget we Jews ,-,rote the Book!" Jewish response 

•. was manifest at the breakfast; some 20 major Jewish organizations 
were represented along with every major branch of Judaism from fieform 
to Hasidic, AlFAC, ZOA, American Jewish Committee, ADL, Had3ssah, 
Herut Part, Americans for a Safe Israel and even the Jewish ·.;ar Veterans 
led the salute to the flag! 

Norris Sydnor, chairman of the Resolutions Committee of th e l '!P.? 
Southern Baptist Convention and Pres, of the Booker T. Washingtcin 
Foundation presented a strong evaneelical pledge to Benjamin Abileah 
of the Israel Dnbassy on behalf of Israel and Ed McAteer read the 
"Proclamation of Dlessing" passed by unanimous accln im; tc, wit: 

" ••• believing that Palestine belongs to the Jewish people, 
we support the State of Israel , , • for legal reasons dating 
back to 1948, and even further to the establishment of the 
British Mandate, we believe the land of Palestine belongs to 
the Jewish people •••• • 

ln the mean time, Ben Armstrong, Ex. Dir, of the NRB, Jimmy Draper, 
fres, of the So. Baptist Convention, along with a team of evangelical 
leaders is headed for Israel in mid-Feb. Major "solidarity rallies 
with Evangelical and Jewish leadership" are planned by many of the 
more than 250 pro-Israel evangelical groups which have cropped up 
among the 50 million American evangelicals, most within the past 
five years, Nearly everv State in the Union seems to be affected 
from marches (Sacramento) to Alabama where its StP.t~ legislature 
declared Jerusalem as the capitol of Israel. ►:ajor "solidarity 
rallies" have been planned for New York City and Portland, OR for 
this apr.lng. 

Dr. Willard Aldrich, President-Emeritus of l•'.ultnomah School of 
the Bible in Portland, OR and key leader within the Bible !nstitute 
Movement, along with Dr. David Hocking prominent radio voice of lliola 
University in So. Calif,, gave enthusiastic support for the "current 
engagement" between the F:vangelical and Jewish communities as a "sign 
of God's mercy and p;race" on behalf of Israel. lloth will join num~r­
ous evangelical and Jewish leaders in NYC this J-'.ay for a "Tribute 
to Israel" on Jerusalem Day, May 11, 

The blossoming alliance between evangelical and Jewish leader­
ship is not without its critics on t-oth sides, Edgar Bronfman, rres, 
of the World Jewish Congress strongly warned American Jews: Do we 
make alliances with religiously intolderant groups, and even fanatics, 
for passing and transient reasons? Must ~e really abandon the humanist 
essence of Zionist ideology in the face of soulless pragmatism? 

Certain fundamentalists shy away from such gatherings because, 
■ 11 one spokesman from Washington Bible College after a major gathering 
of such leadership : cautioned: · It ·sounds like we fundamentalists are 
saying the Jews are already saved! Notwithstanding the seeming 
theological differences, the Bible-believers see little difficulty 
in coming out strong for Israel. Aldrich and Hocking view the rurrent 
allignment as inevitable and part and parcel o! the "Battle for the 
Dible." "We're not insensitive to thr needs o! all ►:iddle .!:;astern 
people," Aldrich says-;---•out ffiae1•·s ilght to the land under th e 
Abrahamic Covenant is an unconditional commitment that puts God's 
integrity on the line." 

The growing expression of Jewish and Evangelical solidarity con­
tinues to accelerate. Doug Krieger, one of the organizers o! the 
event, remarked: •we who love America !eel it's time American Jews 
and Evangelicals united in common cause ••• charges that American 
Jews are caught in a choice between 'Reagan or Begin' are repugnant 
and smack of anti-Semitism." Rabbi Alexander Schindler's recent 
exortations to develop a Jewish identity apart from lsrael find littlf.• 
support within these evangelical circles where Jewish self-consciousness 
demands affinity with the State of Israel. As Falwell asserts: We 
stand witl) theiJe1tish_J)l:Ollle....11nd Israel, A111ertc3 •

1
s only true and demo­

cratic friend n the M1.Q<fie .f.■ st--p1a1n and s1mp e. 
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OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT 
ANO PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Hon. Fai th Whittlesey 
Assistant to the President for 

Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Faith: 

~mil.If 
UTAIUSHl0 19U 

FIV E BEEKMAN STREET 
PHONE: (212) 791 -1 800 

May 10, 1983 

NEW YORK, N.Y 10038 
CABLE: AGUOOHNEWYORK 

I am pleased to send you a number of sample clippings on coverage in the 
Jewish media of our position on nuclear freeze. I particularly want to call your 
attention to the story in the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, which is the central 
Jewish news gathering agency, which refers to the clarifications by the spokesman 
which, in fact, was me. 

I am also pleased to enclose a series of brief papers on the various issues 
on our agenda in the hope that you will be able to address them in the coming 
weeks. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank you once again for your outstanding 
cooperation. 

HL:dl 
Enc. 

Kind personal regards. 

n 
Sincerely, ...--..._ /' 

., ' I 
1 / . / 

I 1 ,,....----.__ ,,, ,~ I . .. 

I I_... :. i~ I ~ t..---1--'' 
I ' RabQi M~oacbem Lubinski" 

Dire~-;r of Government and Public Affair~ 
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Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky 
Agudath Israel of America 

BACKGROUND 

DEFINITION OF TIME OF DEATH 

Since the beginning of the Reagan Administration, we have expressed our con­

cern over a recommendation by the President's Commission for the Study of Ethical 

Problems in Medicine and Biomedical and Behavioral Research, which endorsed the 

concept that human life ends with the cessation of brain stem activity. As part 

of its final report, the Commission drafted uniform legislative language for im­

plementation by the states. 

In the Spring of 1980, Agudath Israel of America testified before the Com­

mission strongly objecting to government intervention in determining the time of 

death because it is so intertwined with religious and ethical considerations. 

Jewish law demands that all respiratory and cardiac activity cease before a 

patient may be pronounced dead. 

When we learned that the Commission's recommendations reached the President, 

we recommended that he consider our position that the government should not 

legislate time of death. In the event that legislation is drafted by some 

states, we would in the very least expect that they demonstrate sensitivity 

towards those who because of their religious conscience cannot agree with the 

uniform definition. 

The momentum to adopt the President's Commission definition continues. At 

least 32 states now have the uniform code. We have been successful in severai 

states, but obviously because the uniform code in a way carries the approval of a 

.President's commission, which by extension to many means the President, we are 

severely hampered in our efforts. 



RECOMMENDED ACTION 

We have suggested that the President issue a statement which would clearly 

point out that in accepting the President•~ Commission's report that there was no 

intention or violating the sensitivities of any religious community and that the 

President recommends that in formulating legislation the states should consider 

thos& people who because of their religious conscience opposed the uniform 

definition. 

If for some reason White House officials feel that such a statement would 

not be proper, we would appreciate a letter addressed to us which would make 

those points. We would then be in a better position to press our point across 

the country. We understand that there may be some reluctance to intervene on a 

"state" matter, but our problem did after all have its genesis with a President's 

Commission and there is the perception that the report was accepted in its en­

tirety by the President. 
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Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky 
Agudath Israel of America 

PRESIDENTIAL VISIT TO SORO PARK 

BACKGROUND 

The idea of a visit by President Reagan to Baro Park has been on our agenda 

since November 1981. In suggesting the visit we took into consideration the fol­

lowing: 

1) Support for the neighborhood initiatives of the Orthodox Jewish com­

munity. Because neighborhoods is such a central concern of Orthodox Jews, we 

felt that the demonstration of a strong Presidential interest in the preservation 

of that community would go a long way in both sending a signal to the Jewish com­

munity and to other white ethnic middle class communities about the 

Administration's interest in strong local neighborhoods. 

2) A visit would give President Reagan an opportunity to show his 

solidarity with one of the largest Orthodox Jewish communities outside of Israel. 

(See attached clipping of New York Times.) It is this community that spearheaded 

the Jewish defection· in the 1980 elections towards Ronald Reagan. Although the 

primary reason for this change of voting patterns has been attributed to Jewish 

dissatisfaction over Carter's policies towards Israel, ther~ was a large Orthodox 

Jewish vote for the President because it was the first time that the community 

could identify with a Presidential candidate's strong pro-family positions. 

3) The highest priority of the Orthodox Jewish community remains its com­

mitment and concern for Jewish education. There is a sense of gratitude amongst 

Orthodox Jews that the President kept his campaign commitment to advance a tui­

tion tax credit proposal and most recently to promote a voucher plan. In the 
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Boro Park community, nearly 30,000 children attend private schools, which is an 

ideal opportunity for the President to express his support for Orthodox Jewish 

attempts to preserve their heritage through education. 

4) The President's Private Sector Initiative might be yet another theme of 

a Presidential visit to Soro Park. This is a community where voluntarism plays an 

important role in the lives of its residents. Long before government dollars 

were available the community had developed an infrastructure which included every 

aspect of life. In the Soro Park area there are many unique endeavors: A "Sikur 

Cholim" whose volunteers visit the sick on a regular basis also extends financial 

assistance to those in need of medical care. "Tomchei Shabbos" (supporters of 

the Sabbath) distributes thousands of dollars of food for the poor and needy of 

the community each month in a cqoperative agreement with area merchants. Another 

organization totally manned by trained volunteers provides first aid, rescue and 

ambulance service. In addition, it is a community where private investment has 

been the most important ingredient in neighborhood stability. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

We would, of course, like to further the, plans for such a visit. We believe 

that the itinerary could include a visit to a housing site (where government and 

the private sector have collaborated), where the President might give his views 

on neighborhood stabilization, a visit to a Jewish day school where he can reaf­

firm his support for tuition tax credits and the welfare of private schools, the 

local hospital where voluntarism plays such an important part in health care, and 

a meeting of local rabbis and community leaders. Other possibilities are a visit 

with a large Orthodox Jewish family and a tour of the commercial strip to stress 

preservation and development as is embodied in the enterprize zone concept. 
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Orthodox Judaism is13.l.wyed 
By a Resurgence in New York 

By l(ENNEnt A. n\G<.is 
, Twenly Y"R"' 0110. Sah<-l's Kosher V11\C--1~asueu 113 ::nuuuotu "'"'-"-"°'T revhal lhe meaning of Pas~r. 

llskery. half wily 1.>o ,1 w...-11 ~th an<I t61h 
SlrttlS on Fort llum1l1011 1'111kwlly In 
Urooklyn, w,u lht! only slorf' 011 1he 
lih•·k h1 d,~t- for lhe Jewl~h Snl>hulh . 
Nuw. Osher S,11.>t,l. lhe lla,ulic propn,,_ 
lllr of lhe bakery, bo,ists lhlll, wllh 1he 
amval of olher Orthodox merchanl.1, 
I hey all do. 

Orthodox J-,ws are lhriving In mun)' ~. which ~1a r ks lht" e-sc iipe hy the Je~ 
ureas ol lhe metni()Olllan re,<lon, from from sl1tve ry In um·w,11 F,<ypt and" fb­

lhe iown ol t.h•inie In Uran11e Cou111y lo IJlnh ot , .. llt111>u.s lite, Is partl.-ularly 

0 
tht! t · t¥t" low1L"i l:U'f"lll In 80Ulheru Nna- puiM,nuut. 

e ••u Counly anJ 10 l.111lew,~Kl In Ocean l:.uller In lhls cen1ury . many atu-
Coun1y In New Jersey . -------

The s1ury In llrool<lyn Is lold In a 

11 Is one sign nl a bursl of Orthodox 
Mruwth m m,-Kh or Hnx1klyn, from Dur­
uu11h Park , ..,here Mr . Sllbcl lives and 
worlu, SOUlh lu Unghion lle10<:h . Ort~ 
doxy , lh~ llltl!ll cous.-rvMlive branch of 
JuJat~m. has st a1:1"1..1 u. rer-narkahle I 
comt'back, a<'conhng lo Jewish lead-

l 11rotu.sion of scen,,s . A slr1ng of new Or­
lhodox sc hool s amJ :ityrut~OKUl'S , many 

Continued on Pa(!t' IU, Column I 

with glt-amlnK , rt•de<'uralt."tl t'Jllt-rton . 
dot Ore1,n Parkw1ty .. ,Kl C11ney Island 
Avr.nue . K°"her -food aiores h11ve 

~, en 

1 spru.i1ii u1• or t:Xl"'ndt-<1 , snd lllt!y have 
recently been o live with :\hoppers slot: k• 
ing up for l'as50Ver, which began lut 
11111ht. 

1 fur Onhodux Jewa In lhe midst of lhe 

Continued from Pal" Al 

denls of J~w1 sh hfi, looked on lhe amall 
rt"mium1 of Onhudox Judaism aa an 
•rn:tchron&:;1n ttu,t would soon fade 
away . 11,~y said Orthodoxy. wllh ii.a 
sl11 c1 rules lu r much ut diiily lllr and IU 
.-1111u<lc:s to wMn.1 women , would be leh 
l>f'h1nd MS Jt-ws w"re &llrac ted lo more 
llb,-ra l hn11whes ot Judaism, which 
seemed bener ulluned to lhe modem 
~irld . 

. on 1he conuary , J ttwlsh leaden lrom 
•II hrunches , lncluJlnjl Reform and 
l '\Jrur.rv1111ve, SilY lluu In lhe laal two 
dr<:M•les Orth<Klu.<y has shown the 
Krea 1""1 vuallly amung lhe major 
hr,rnches uf JudMlsm , growllljj lrom 
w11h1n anll a11ruclln1 Jew1 aoek.lna a 
r1~"r 1p1r11u .. 1 ph1l11N<Jphy and • tOlal 
rella1uw. cumm11 men( . 
: llulh rullurul 111,d rellglous - facton , 

rf'IIKIOn rxp,•rts sny , huve contrtbuled 
10 lhe rt•" ot Orthodoxy. Amon& lhe 
m°"I promlnen1 irends haa "-1 a ahlfl 
lo lhe r1~h1 uro,., a broad S(>eclrum ol 
Am,-rtcan rell11lon The chl<'I benellcl­
ari~ have heen lht' mo•l conservalive 
Chr"lsuan and Jewish grwps ouch u 
Orthodoxy . 

Anothe r reason experts clle for the 
suq(f" \!i a s~JJ rch (or a cletir set of rell. 
111o u.1 and philusophlc11 I bellels by'™­
who ft"t"I uJnll i11 a c ulture ot wide,.. 
spread un.-c r1111n1v Ortluxloa Judaism 
IS sttn as a sharl) allematlve to lhla cll­
male . o tlenng sohd me.mng In an age 
ol 11mb1gu11y . 

Led by Youn& People and famlllN 
In Bmoklyn , the Orthodox label 

cove~ a wide speclrum ol groups. lrom 
IJeanled llasidlr men In long black 
cual:-i whotie llvt":1 are uln\Osl hUtllly 1n­
vulve<l 111 lhe religious oommunily 10 
those who fulluw secular prof.,,slona 
and ado l-'I mudt'm dress. 

"Ille 1um IO Orthodoxy ls being led by 
yuunl( 1-"'0Ple and large fam llle,i, many 
of whom 1111end newly lormcd small 
synal(ugues in houses. 

·· 10 f'e\:enl yetirs , lhe vtgor u well aa 
th~ iJna1itr. o f OnhodoJ1:y h c1 s heen com­
pletely rev1L11! 1.u-1l." su od !hbbt WM ll,ec 
s · Wurzhuq(er , ur es1J1•nt u'f the Syn•• 
11ui;ue Cuunn l of Am"enca and a le,adrng 
Ort hodox rabbi . "l~e are 1he pred1c-
1tons ol the ln~v11 t1 h le dem ise o f whal 
W•S w 1Jt:dy d l !im l:ised lll &II obsolete 
m ovcm~111 lh.tt l n>uJ J oot cope with l he 
4lull t•11t<,,'!.'I or an '(l(lf"n socl r1 y ' .. 

HC'l uus,- Ortho,lnx Judaism requlrt11 
lhe ohser-v ti.nce of Hpent1I dietary laws 
atKI prolub11S lravel hy car un lhe Sab­
ba1h . 11 to.s1ers a largdy srlf -•ulllclen1 
rf'IIKIOUS sul"le-l y . T ru<llllonally , m~n 
alu1 u- st udy lhe Ttt.lmud , lht! cullecllon 
uf wrtl&n tts cuns 1nut1ng Jewish ,: &vU ,;nd 
rt"li~1ous law . women ~rve as wives 
arKJ ,uulhf" rs, ttod the sexes tt.re sepa. 
ntled In t h~ synftgul(ue. However . lh~e 
p)'ullcea are niee1in11 lncreaaln11 chal­
lcn11es . 

Some Orthodox -women are demand­
int( more nKhts In ~uc h areas u m n.r• 
r1aKf" .-nd ct i von:e . In sume cases, 
wom..-n ttre p r f"parinll for secular pn► 
ft'9sl<n14 and are e ven being 1au11ht lhe 
Tll lmud . 

1be BIIO)'ancy and AnjJ\llab 

Nowhere Is the revival more str11llng 
tl\un ut Bruoklyn ,)lorne or more t.han 
hs.,lf 1h,:a O rt h, .. 1,o w f,iow,,• In 1h.- N .. w V n r~ 
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i .'ullv,~1 .nG:l.•i wlii lkl,; A,,...w k, Ca·;;;;~,. .. A j,f"iil:lu•tliill of Or-.t-..odo. 
mtrdlallla ID 11M UM pohila up lbt cemebtlck of tbat braocb ol J udalam, 

movemenl. TIie borough ellhlbli., both I Phllanlhroples. The study Is the lint 
the buoyMncy and &lliul•h ol emergilljl malor populaUon survey by a Jewish 
Orthodoxy . org<U1lullon , aod tllls a gap lclt by 11>e 

·•onhuduxy Is ve ry v1bntnt he re Umt t-J S t u lc~ Ct-1\SU."\, whu.:h d ues nut 
these de:A. •. " !i>.ild¥Rahbl S.hlo{tlo ~!: In, 1 c:.,11~.uutorm a. uun aoo,.H rcl ll{IUJL 
pr1nc lpal of Yeshiva Hahl>I Chaim lier- or lhe Jew ish t,~al In the region , 1he 
lln In lhe Mldwuud se<:llun, une of 1he five bonJUl(hS and Wr,,;1c hes1e 1. Nassou 
arus ol rapid Onhodox · growth . and Sultolk Coumles. 13 percenl , or 
"TWenly r-r.1 agu, II was dltl icull 10 be 2lU .OOO peo p le , ace OnlM>du, . 
an ll11hotloa J e w In M1dwood . You In ll11n1ul(h P 11rk. 58 percent of lhe 
cooldn 'I tlnd a .iore w buy kO<iher food, Jt'Wi•h pupulu1 lon Is Onhodox. giving 
and lhcre were n<> Orthodox syna- ttH, Of' ll(hl•• rh<M>d lh~ hlKhesl Orthodox 
101ue1. Now It l1 ver:yoaay ." den.'tH Y In Uruoklyn f'hu ln.L"ih l !t nr.xt , 

Pe rc:enlapol PopulaUoQ wllh 26 pen :enl , and llrlgluun Uellch. 
1he home of many rellrnd Orthodox 
Jews. I• lhlrd , wllh 18 percenl. Near lhe ll<'hool , on Coney Island Av,,_ 

nue 1tnd on Avenues J and M, Onhodox 
nred• an: lncrea,lnKIY served by hu1 c h­
ers . dolhln,c !'l tores, <1ellcates~en11 tt1Ki 
rnarkell . Or1hudox merchants tt.re run­
nh11< koshe r pizza parlo rs and daJry r-ee­
lMuranls , and wig sulon., for Orthodox 
women who follow the cuato m of cover. 
ln111helrhMl r. 

Much of the leadership In the Ortho­
dox dr1ve has come Imm the growing 
numherof rl M;un,us and presclg lous r &.b­
blnh"al schoe1l~ fur advanced Te.linutllc 
leamlnt1 Four ot lhe lar11••<1 rablJlnlcal 
acadrrnles In the UnJted Stalea an, In 
Jlmoklyn . 

Of the total nwnber or Jews In Brook­
lyn, 27 percenl, or 128,000 people, an, 
Orthodo><. accurdlng to a n,cenl study of 
,..._.. 1--,l ■h nnnulatrlon In rM N,.w Vnrlr 

Frum Wllllttm sburR to Cttnarste, the 
1urke ur Orthodoxy has c hangt,d the 
lace of many ne11<hbo rh00<1' and ralS<.-d I 
the seU-eslt!t!m of many full o wer.1 who 
once f~lt rhey were t(Olng a1a1n..st t he 
~llt(IOU!i llde, Jewish lt! /\Ol'rs say . In 
the last few yea11-1, lhr. 'fVttve has moved 
'™"'' d runallcally lrom llorough Park 
lnlo such ueas &Ii Flalbush and Mid­
wood , when: ywnger fttmilles are buy. 
lni homes and exl)8ndh11< Orthodox ln­
Oueoce . 

Spiritual View of Ufe 

Gordon KraU5-f r1edhrr11. a 29-)'Mr-; 
old ert}Ployee ol I.he Cll y Human R,,_ ·_ 
90Urce Ad.ministration. has moved hb 
tamlly hum Queens ln10 Mldwood . He 
•.al,I h.1- ,1---1,1-1 In ..._.l1t,1 •at• hArA1,_ th• 
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vide better choices for Jewish day. 
school education for his children. 

Orthodoxy reflects a highly spiritual 
view of all aspects of dally Ille. 'Ille 
abiding faith In God's transcendence 
and continued creativity ls affirmed In 
prayer, song and family ritual. 'Ille 
Torah Is Wlderstood as a divine gift 
from God to MOtit!S. Many Orthodox 
Jews express a profoundly mystical 
outlook and regard the study of lhe 
Torah and the Talmud as the suprerpe 
form of worship . 

Although the grouplngs within Ortho­
dollly agree on many basics, they also 
differ on many Issues. They are often 
sharply at odds over what Jewish law 
requires, the degree of Involvement In 
the wider world and support for Israel. 

Although the majority of Orthodox 
Jews support the Jewish state, many 
Hasidim and those sharing a similar 
th1,11logy loudly dissent. They reject the 
secular Government of Israel, arguing 
that a Jewish Government must await 
the coming of the Messiah. Even among 
Israel's supporters, there are debates 
about the occupation of Arab tenitory 
and the pursuit of peace. 

Tensions over the issues have in­
creased as the Influence of Orthodox 
Jews has grown. Many leaders point to 
the strains as a serious threat to the 
growth of the Orthodox movement. 

Jewish education is very highly 
valued; a religious education In a 
yeshiva through high school ls the rule. 
But the groups disagree over whether to 
send their children to college. 

Familiar Portrall of Haaldlm 

The Orthodox can generally be 
divided into three large categories -
the Hasidic sects, the groups known as 
the strictly Orthodox and those known 
as the modem Orthodox . 

Several large Hasldlc sects, including 
Satmar, Babov and Lubavltch, provide 
a familiar portrait of long beards and 
black coats . They often have large 
tamlll~ because they do not practice 
birth control. The Hasidim conform 
most assiduously to a total wuy of life. 

From enclavet1 established in Brook­
lyn after World War II, they have blos­
somed into strung communities, retain­
ing almost total separation from the 

\ 

surrounding culture and a strongly con­
seniative religious outlook that other 
Orthodox Jews consider to be right 

\

wing. 
Less obviously lder::tlf!ed, but w!th 

similar views, are those who are known 
as "strictly" Orthodox, basically as Wl­
compromisingly conservative, but non­
Hasidic . lney usually adopt Western 
dress and permit men to be clean­
shc':'c.::. . Je ·.;• ~:;~ ~2:Cucati~n !:: !he --p~m.e 
locus . 

Toe modem Orthodox are more likely 
to send their children to college than the 
other groups, and they have been the 
most successful in the secular profes­
sions . 

One modem Orthodox rabbi de­
scribed their philosophy as believing it 
was possible "to pray fervently on the 
Sabbath" and, at the end of the observ­
ance al sundown, "enjoy the opera on 
Saturday night." 

They reject many of the views of the 
Orthodox right and are struggling to 
hold their ground against lhe more lib­
eral Refonn and Conservative 
branches, on the one hand, and critics 
on the right who attack their relaiively 
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Tbe tw-o to o..u..ac. J114a11aa II led by youna people and large famlllee. 

broad Involvement ln the wider IQClety. 

Toe strictly Orthodox have had the 
largest Impact In recent year.i , a.a their 
schools and synagogues ha•e flour­
ished . 

Rabbi Klein's all-boy i,chool, Yeshiva 
Rabbi Chaim Berlin, mcrved to Avenue I 
In Mldwood ■even years aao, takJng 
uver a building that had one~ been the 
Hebrew school of a Conservative syna­
goKue . The school, which begttP wllh 140 
studenl.l, Is filled to Its 450-student ca­
pacity . 

Devotion lo U. Talmud -

Rabbi Klein said he expected halt of 
-Ills students, who slucly ootll &brew 
and Yiddish, to go to college. Others 
will continue to study al the 60 advanced 
Talmudic training schools around the 
country, he said . 

By 5 :30 on a recent morning, 12 men 
had g11tnereo1lTOUO0 u-uies--nn:.0t1gre­
galion Chiuk Hadas, a house syna­
gogue In the downstairs portion of a 
two-ramily brick building on Avenue O 
in Midwood . The congregation has 60 
families, mostly professionals In their 
20's and 30's . 

Led by Rabbi Ylsroel Gornlsh the 
men pored over the Aramaic and He­
brew texts for an hour, as they do seven 
days a week . Most were dressed In busl­
ne3s suits. The group included a lawyer, 
a doctor, a computer specialist , a bio­
chemist and a college prof~or. 

Alter closing their books, I.bey donned 
phylacteries, or teflllln, the small boxes 
Inscribed with Scripture passages that 
are attached to the head and arm with 
loitther straps. t , 

Arter morning prayers, several men 
who often stay to discuss the Talmud 
spoke to a visitor of the need to foster 
Orthodox practice. One of their con­
cerns Is the eJlltent to which they and 
their children should be exposed to out­
side Influences such as television, mov­
ies and secular education. 

Rabbi Comish said he favored total 
avoidance, but some of his congreganta 
dl~gree<l . Many said their goal wu to 
build a rtrm rengious foundation In 
their families thal could survtve ouuide 
Influences. 

Frum another vantage point, Joshua 
Weingarten ~ facing the pressures of 
the se.:ular worla In his first year as an 
undergraduate at Brooklyn College 
after 16 years In an Orthodox yeshiva . 
At the suggestion of his supervising ral>­
bis, he entered college to pursue studies 
In medicine rather than continue full-
time religiO{lS studies OICUJTIIe 111---,,.,.. ....... 
rabbi. · · 

"When I came here, I w-u out of my 
league," said Mr. Welngarten, who 
began dressing casually for the first 
t I me on campus. "ll WB.ll alm08t totally 
different." Casual dating ls discour­
aged In the yeshiva, so mlngllng with 
women at college was a new E'.xperl• 
ence, he said . 

Mr. Weingarten said he hoped tor&­
tum someday to what he described aa 
his Orthodox "clan," to worll. as a 
pediatrician. He said he coosidered his 
education a necessary b~. and he 
thin~ he can sustain hla faith . 

"My foundation la strong enough," be 
sa.ld, "but It ts not for some~ stu-
dents." ,, 



Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky 
Agudath Israel of America 

BACKGROUND 

NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION 

Our Southern Brooklyn Community Organization has over the years made several 

suggestions for promoting a "neighborhood initiative" by the Reagan Ad­

ministration. Attached is a memorandum from Rabbi Shmuel Lefkowitz, the Execu­

tive Director of SBCO, on a possible Administration initiative, which also in­

cludes a Presidential neighborhood visit, an award ceremony, a White House 

Conference on Neighborhoods and a radio show. 
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Rabbi. Shmuel Lefkowitz 
Executive Director 

0lc1rch 31, 1983 

SUBJECT: ReJ.gan .-\Jministration Progr:un to Promote 
Neighborhood Preservatio n 

Neighborhooc.i self-help organi3ations are suffering, 
not only beca use funds are limit ed, but also becaus e t he 
issue is not being promoted. This is hurting the neighborhooc.i 
self-help organi3ations in their efforts to obtain grants 
from fo un<l::ition:;, corporation:; c1nd l oc::i l governments anc.i 
the local c ommunity It is no :;ccrc t thJ.t funJ ·ing so urces 
look to the Khit e House for dir ec tion. Ther efore, it is 
very import::int that some kincl of White House Policy be Jevelope<l. 

In ~arch of 19 78, Presi<lcnt Elect Ronald Reagan wJ.s 
quote<l as saying: "We all know the importarce of preserving 
strong urban neighborhoods. For millions of city resic.ients 
their neighborhood is far more than just a location of a 
ho 111 e o r a pa r t men t . The n e i g h b o rho o d s ca 1 e i s a h urn an· s ca 1 e -
a pl:1ce 1..-here the real spirit of the com111unity can Jeve lop. 
~any neighborhoods are steeped in tradition and memories. 
\fcighborhooJs can provicle a sense of roots. It is the home 
of the frat e rnal lodge, the church, the <leli, the corner 
pub, the street festival, the Fourth of July celebration. 
What .-\mer ica' s ne i ghbo rhoo<ls nee<l is not a massive ''de 1 i very 

man 

of service from government, but a massive rebirth of opportunity.'' 

A person who lives in a good neighborhood usually has 
peer pres sure to find a job, and will fix up his ho111e with 
minimal governme nt subsidy. It is the place 1vhere the family 
values are strongly r es pected and therefore the children 
arc brought up properly and it is the place that provides 
structure and meaning to life. 

~bbo Shmuel Ld\ow,rz.. .-.csw 
£..r,,.,,,.,, D,na.r 

'""'°° 1....,nnn. csw 
A=i.a• Orta. 

l.Jdurd Sd ufm. Esq. 
f,vJ. ;,....._ H_,,, SM,..,.. uoJ K-fd-
1u -L-- - - r _ __ . ...J 

Southern 
Brooklyn 

·community 
Organization 

4520 Eighrccnrh Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11204 (212) '43S-1300 
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\1eighborhou<l self-help org.:rni:ations play a very key 
rol~ in pr~serving neighborhoods. The Republican plank states 
t ha t i t i s "co m111 i t t e d t o nu r tu r i n g t h c s p i r i t o f s e 1 £ - he l p 
:.ind cooperation through h·hich so many neighborhoods have 
revit;ili:cd themselves and served their residents." 

Pro111oting "neighborhood" v:.dues is the first step towards 
developing an overall neighborhood policy. In order to promote 
nt.:i::;hborhoo<l v:ilues, I .JIil recommending the following: 

1. The President visit neighborhoods - The id l' a here 
is for the President to visit two neighborhoods where he 
will identify with the v:1lues the neighborhood residents 
are pro111oting and encourage the 1.;ork of self-help organizations 
(mediating structures) 11ho are involved in housing and economic 
<lcvelopment. 

7 .-\n · ahards ceremony for outst:.1.nding neighborhood 
groups of various ethnic backgrounds be held at the White 
House - By giving recognition to these org:1nizations, the 
President would :1gain iJentify with the v:1lue of neighborhood 
prcsen·ation . .-\t the s:.11i1e time, this 1voulJ give a very strong 
111~ssagc to foun<l:iti.orp and corpor.Jtions that the lvhlte House 
consiJ0rs this a Vt.:ry important activity. 

3 . .-\ Khite House Conference on Neighborhoods be convened. 
Such a 111eeting woul<l be helc.l together with banks, foundations 
(such .JS Forc.l Foundation and Rockefeller Foundation) corporations 
(such :.1.s Exxon, \tetropolitan Life Insurance, etc.) and so1Jte 
loc:.il govern111l'nt officials . .-\gain, this 1voulJ clearly indicate 
the White House co111111itment to neighborhood preservation and 
their desire to sec the foundations, corporations, and local 
govcrii.u1ents get involveJ in these activities. 

4. In the President's presentation to the meJ.ia, such 
as his talk show on r:1<.lio or his interviews, he shoulJ mention 
neighborhood values. 

At the same time, various governmental policies would 
be i111ple111enteJ. My reco111rnendations are the following: 

1. A directive from the \\'hite House to HUD letting 
the 111 know that the Pres i d c n t i s int c re s t, d in n e lg h b o rho o d 
prescrv:ition and that in the alloc.:ition uf funus that are 
av;,1il:1ble, those projects that have the involvement of self­
help neighborhood Jevclop1ucnt corpor:.ition::; shoulJ receive 
priority. In aJdition, the President's Task Force on Private 
[niti:.itive'.' should ha\·c a neighborhood con1ponent. ,\lso 
if a C0 11111ii:-sion Jc:1ling 1-.'ith housing or ccono111ic dcvclop11tent 
Ls ~rc:.itcd, :1 n::ighborhood co1uponent should· be included. 



., 
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2. In preparation for the block grant co11cept to states, 
to the extent that the ..\Lhninbtrat ion will direct the use of these 
funds, neighborhood preservation activities should be given priority. 
In the introduction to the bill, it should be clearly stated that a 
portion of funds should go to neighborhood preservation of activities. 

3. ..\ sin3ll amount of money, cvt:'n 1$ mill ion from HUD' s 
J isc rc ti on::iry funJs ~houlJ be alloc;.iteJ for neighborhood preservation 
cictiv i ties. If cvci-y yecir, 10-20 projects could be funded) it would 
shmv sane kinJ of couuuittrnent. The AJministration JiJ ::ipprove a very 
large gr,:m t to the South Bronx which is going towards rebuilding a 
neighborhood. Some money should be going to the other groups who are 
trying t o prevent a crisis. It is quite clear that the President is very 
111uch in favor of prese rving ne ighborhooJs nnd is not really looking to 
encourage the rebuilding of bombeJ out areas which require very heavy 
subs iJ ics. 



Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky 
Agudath Israel of America 

BACKGROUND 

VISIT TO A JEWISH SCHOOL 

In at least two separate occasions, the President visited Catholic schools. 

While the first occasion was linked with his address to Catholic educators about 

tuition tax credits, the second visit was an opportunity for students to question 

the President about some of the Administration's policies. 

We felt very strongly that a Preisdential visit to a Jewish school, a 

"yeshiva", would accomplish both of these objectives, but would. also send a 

strong message to the Jewish community about the President's sensitivity and un­

derstanding of the community's needs. Because the school term is rapidly coming 

to a close, I feel that it is important to move ahead with any plans. 

The visit would also help take some of the focus out of tuition tax credits 

as a Catholic issue and put it more in its proper perspective of being for 

parents of private schools. 

RECOMMENDED ACTIO~ 

We feel that it would most convenient for the President to visit the Ner 

Israel Rabbinical College, which is located at 400 Mt. Wilson Lane, Baltimore, 

Maryland. Ner Israel, consisting of more than 500 students, is one of the most 

distinguished talmudical schools in the world. It includes both a high school 

and an institute for advanced learning. Its students combine a program of high 

scholarship and involvement in the current American scene. 

Ner Israel was founded in 1933 by its dean, Rabbi Yaakov Ruderman, who is a 

member of the Council of Torah Sages, the highest governing body of Agudath Is­

rael of America. The school is located on a sprawling 67 acre campus in Bal-
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timore County. (Incidentally, the terrain of the campus affords easy landing for 

a helicopter.) 

While at Ner Israel, the President could conduct a question and answer ses­

sion with the students about foreign and domestic policy. The school also con­

tains a monument to commemorate the Holocaust, which could add an emotional touch 

to the entire visit. The Vice President of the school and its administrator, 

Rabbi Herman Neuberger, is one of the most prominent Jewish educational leaders 

in the country. He has been particularly active as the Orthodox Jewish spokesman 

in opposition to the Equal Rights Amendment. For this task he was nominated by 

the Agudath Israel movement to represent the viewpoint of the community. 

In addition to the exchange with the students, there is a ~ossibility of 

convening Jewish community leaders from the Baltimore area since the school en­

joys broad support from the community. The school has ample space for a large 

assembly and because of its secluded surroundings, might even be able to take 

place in the outdoors. 

We believe that a visit to Ner Israel would be an important psychological 

boost for the entire American Jewish community. 

- 7 -



Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky 
Agudath Israel of America 

BACKGROUND 

IRANIAN JEWS 

In 1981 we were expressing our deep concern about the process of granting 

political asylum to Iranian Jews, particularly since they were asked to "demon­

strate" religious persecution. As a result of our efforts, as well as by many 

others, Elliott Abrams, the Assistant Secretary of State, issued new guidelines 

easing the restrictions on Iranian Jews. 

Since then we have brought numerous hardship cases to the ·attention of the 

Department and some of them have been acted on positively. The problem that we 

are currently faced with is the delay in the processing of political asylum ap­

plications. Many of the hardship cases that we have brought include the 

inability of some to enroll in colleges or vocational schools, but even more 

tragic is relatives that are stuck in Europe because their families in this coun­

try have not yet been granted political asylum-. 

The delay has also had a psychological impact on the news that has been fil­

tering back to Iran, which has led many Jews there to draw thei~ own conclusions 

about the possibilities of ever reaching the United States. Many Iranians who 

reach Europe are faced with long delays in the processing of their applications 

for entry into the United States. 

RECOMMENDED ACTIO~ 

We feel that the entire issue of the status of Iranian Jews in this country 

needs to be reviewed at the highest levels. We would suggest that the White 

House initiate an interagency conference between the State ~epartment and the 

Immigration and Naturalization Service to review all of the issues that are in-
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volved in the status of Iranian Jews. We would certainly be delighted to assist 

you, the Department of State and the INS in working out this vexing problem. 
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U.S. STARTS 1HIGH LEVEL 1 TALKS 
WITH ISRAEL TO PREVENT FURTHER 
IDf-U.S. MARINE CL~HES IN LE6ANON 
6y David friedmQI\ 

WASHINGTON, March 17 (JTA) ""- The Reagcri 
Administration soid today that the Uoited States 
has itarted 11high level II talks with hrael to prevent 
a continuation of cla:.he, be~<n hraeli r~rces qnd 
U.S. marines in the Beirut area. 

But the hrael Embassy here said the incidenh 
would not occur if there was a 11direct liai~ 11 

between the brael Defense force md the U.S. 
marines as there was betw:..t!n the I Of ood the other 
contingents of the multinational force (MNF) in 
6eirut, comhting of french~ritish and Italian units 

The Admini$tration and the Embassy were refer­
ring lo charges by Geo. Robert Barrow, Commood­
ant of tho Marino Corps, that liroeli troop$ are de­
liberarely threatening the lives of American mili­
tary penonnel in Lebooon for 11 politicql purpo~s. 11 

U.S. General Urges 'Strong Action' 

The charges were contained in a classified lette 
from Sorrow to Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberg 
er in which Barrow urged that 11 firm and strong 
:iction 11 must be taken by the U.S. to end the con­
irontations. The letter was rdeased to the press 
·oday ofter it was obtained yesterday by the Knight 
ti dder newspaper chain. There was no immediate 
:omment from Jerusalem. 

The Pentagon said today that it had no comment 
>n Barrow 1s charges because 11 the letter speaks for 
helf. 11 State Deparhnent spokesman Jahn Hugh~s 
,aid he did not know the detaih of the receot 
:lashes but that the is~e has been raised with 
srael ood that ooth Israel and the U.S. are 
:concerned 11 and woot to take steps to re:.olve the 
1roblem. 

,tatemcnts By IHad EmGa:.:.y 

H,e Israel Emba~y issued a statement stressing 
1at "brae I views itself as an ally of the U.S. 11 

nd "wi:.hc:. to have the ful lc~t coopeatioo" with 
1e marine contingc:nt in the Beirut area. The 
aremt:0t ~aid: 11 lsroel ha:. repeah:dly expre~sed tht: 
~sire for a lioison with the U.S. marines. 
1 We have such a liai:.on with the French, 6riti:.h 
1d Italian MNF and we have hod no inci• 
:nt!. whatsoever ••• Regrettably, the U.S. decid~d 
ot to permit a similar direct liai~n between the 
~ and the marines and this has resulted in numer­
,s mhundt:ntandi ngs and inci dt:nts concerning 
e d~marcation of responsibilities." 

The fmba~y Hatement nored rhar "furthermore 
1d mo:.t disturbingly, the U.S. issued instructions 
tpe marines 1not to fraterniz.e' with the IDf • 11 

,e :.tatemcnt concluded by declaring that 111 srael 
are s with Int: U.S .. a strong desire for peaceful 
,nditions in Lebanon and therefore it fervently 
flt!S that the U.S. lifts its restrictions on direct 
1i:.on in order to avoid further misunderstpnding~ 
tween the IDF and the U.S. morines. 11 

Borrow, in his letter to Weinberger, cited 
peated incidents in rect:!Ot months in which he 
id American offi ciers wt:re threatened by Israeli 

forc~s. H_e said on J~nuary 31, an l!,raeli lank open­
ed fare with a 50 calibre machinegun directly in 
front of an American patrol, forcing it to tvm ar­
ound. 

In another incident, according to the letter and 
classifie~.d>cuments accompanying it, a marine Maj­
or was tlireatened on three separate occasions by 
hraeli ~ldiers and Israelis in civilian clothei who 
pointed gum at him. 

6arrow )CJid two incident:. over the last wec::kend 
had prompt~d his letter. But there was apparently 
no connection between tho~ incidtnts and the attacb 
this week by unknown as:.ai lanh which woundtd 
five marines and II ltaliCJO soldiers in the Beirut area 

The incidt:nts reported by Barrow were undi~clos: 
ed at the t_ime they occurred. But a highly publiciz.ed 
confronlat1on occurred last February 2 when a marin~ 
C optain bran di :.hed his pis to I to turn away thr~ Is-
roe l_i ton_ks which alleged)y attempted to break through 
maF1ne lines on the out:.kirts of Beirut. The Israelis 
~ontenqed at the time that the tanks were parrolling 
10 an lsrael-helq orea and that the marine officer had 
oyerreac ted. 

Barrow stated in his letter, "It i s evide nt to me 
that the incidents between the marines and the I Of 
are ti~edf· ~rchestrated °':~ executed for oblu:.e 
hroel1 po 1t1cal purposes. He did not elalorote. 

FOCUS ON ISSUES 
JEWISH RELi GIOUS LEADERS DENOUNCE 
REAGAN'S USE OF SCRIPTURE AND 
JESUS TO OPPOSE A NUCLEAA FREEZE 
fly Ben Gal lob 

. 
1 

NEW YORK-! Morch 17 (JT A) -- President Reag-
ans recent assertion thot belief in God should 
make Americans solidly back his opr:osi tion to a nuc ­
lear free ~e and support his proyrarn for a rnas:.i vc rn i Ii­
tary buildup came under !>tinging denunciation from 
leaders of the:: three branches of Judaism. 

The .kwish relisiious lt:ader:. in respon:.t: 10 a 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency :.urve~ said that the use ht 
the President of moral absolutes "i~ the name of JeStJs-r. 
wa:. morally offcmivt: and pos:.ibly a violution of his 
constitutional obligation:.; that ca:.tigation of the 
Soviet Union as the "tocus of evi I" might unwitting-
1 y bring about the 11catastrophe 11 of a nucleur holo­
cau:.t; that_it implied_o,:i att~mpt '? silt:nce opr:osition 
to the Pre:.1den1 s pol1c1es, 1nclud1n~ his strong )4,Jpport 
of prayer in tht: public school:.; and thre::otwcd tl,e 
notion':. religious pluralisn,. 

Cites Violation Of Constitution al Obligation 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, pre :.i d e nt of th c: Uni o n 
of American Hebrew Congregation:.., tl,e a s:.oc iation of 
Reform sy~agogues1 said that "the invoking o f moral 
absolutes 1n tht: nume of Jesus" were "offen~ivt: when 
they are voiced by the Pre ~ident of the Unit e d State ~. 11 

He added that they were "in fact a violation of his 
constitvtional obligation to be Pr!sident of oJII Ameri­
cans, regardle:.s of religious persuasion. 11 

. Schi_ndler a~ded that "al I religious peopl e wi 11 
f1n_d the •~vocation of the divine as favorin g CJ politi c al 
point of view as distastef~I, if not blasphen,ous." He 
declared that thi:. also "injure:. the de mocrat ic proc e:.:. 
for it_ foreclose:. g_enuint: political dd.>ole by lube I ling ' 
all dissenters as sinners and followl:rs ol Satan." 
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The Pre:.ident mode hi:. remark,- in a speech 
1 Morch 7 in Orlan~ to the NationQI k~cia­
on of Evangelicah, an organiJotion of CQn~rvo 
ve churche$ aod a91rncie$. 

The Presidt:nt told the Orlando gathering that 
rhcrc is :.in and evi I in tlit: world and Wti are en­
,i nt:a by Seri pture and the l.Drd Je~:. to oppo~ it 
ith all our might. 11 He said Soviet Communi$m 
$ the focus of evi I in the modem world II anq 
1at those favoring a murual freeze on nuclear 
~opom were ignoring 11 the aggressive imtinch of 
1 evi I empire. 11 

leaden of Chri$tion church orgonizatiom 
l!re :.imi larly critic al of the President's re~rt 
, theological conceph in hi:. ap~ah for support 
: his policies and in his cri ti~hms of foes of 
10~ policies. 

adical Evi I of Nuclear War' 

Rabbi Hermon Schoolman outgoing president 
the Central Conference of American Rabbis, th 

1brella agency af American Reform Rabbis, and 
1bbi .. lHcph Gla~e,, CCAR executive vice pre~i­
:nt, declared they joined with Proh;:~tant and 
Jtholic leader~ in "raising our voice:. agoimt the 
di cal evi I of nuclear war. 11 They said 11we deplo~ 
ndencie:. to articulate the relation~ip between 
e United State:. and the USSR in terms of irrecoo 
laule c:vi I and good, and Satan aod God." 

Schoolman and Gia~, pledged to 11continue to 
i :.e our voices ond make efforts to change II the 
o>o.ious" policies and actions of the Soviet Union~ 
t they declared that 11

00 good i ~ ~rved Py di:.tor -
:l our vi~ion of the Soviet Union in apocalyptic 
t:0logical terms. 11 Tht: two rabbi:. warned that 
,erely to speak in term:. of ultimate confrontatio 
II freeze us in a posture of irrespomibility who~ 
ly outcome wi 11 be the ultimate war. 11 

They urged the President, in negotiations with 
~ Soviet Union, to make certain that "his words 
d deed$ w i II be in the true spirit of our shored r 
1ious commitment to the unrelenting purslJit of 
uce." 

1c Wi II Not Be Silenced' 

Rol>bi Arnold Goodman, prc:.idcnt of the Rubbi,i­
ll A!.~mbly I the internotionol a$!i0Ciation of Con­
-votive rabbis, said the nuclear freez.e issue 
:mmed from "a dt:ep coocem that the world may 
heading for a holocaust of i h own making, 11 

d that the .Jewi:.h tradition, "with its concern fo, 
e, obviously has a contribution to make to the 
eroll de Ii berations" on that overriding issue. 
>odmon as~rted "we wi 11 not be silenced and w 
II join with our fellow clergy here and through• 
t thr, free world in continuing to ~nsitiz.e our 
;iet>· ood our political leaders to moral concerns " 
He $Oid he agreed with the fresidtnl that al i 

iericom must opfXHe "sin and evil" in the world.,, 
luty "mandated by our Torah and our teachings. 1 

he de cl a re d he found it "regrettable" that the 
sidt:nt,. "who repre:.ents all the pt:ople1 " had 
1:.en to "limit his !iOurces of impiratioo" for his 
I '10 battle sin and evi I '110 Christian cbctrine. 11 

le Seriou:. Abu!>e of Religion 

Mar~hall Wolke,.rresident of the United Synago -
of America, the central ogt:ncy for Con~rva­
: congregations, and Rabbi Benjamin Kreitmao, 
:cutive vice presidm t, condemned the Presiden 
o:.:.erting that his opposition to a nuclear freeze 
as ba!.t!d on a true interpretation of Chri stiooity' 
l for his attack on"the liberal religious commun 
, Christian and Jewish, who differed with his 
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point of view on the.: nuclear prolilcration treotics and 
procedures. 11 Tht:y $aid "the a:.:.urnption of authority 
for the only authentic intcrpretation of the religious 
message, 11 which tht:y descri bt!d u~ hi:.lorical ly "one 
of the mo~t :.criou~ abu:.cs of religion, 11 was uo abuiot: 
"that strike~ at the heart of rcligiou:. pluralism on 
which our notion wa:. founded. 11 

Wolkt: and Kreitman declart:d that the Pre:.icknt 
"had no right to intru~ his rt:ligious point of vicw 
in IQ q di:.cu:.:.ion of a politically semi tive matter, nor 
to usurp for hin1:.e If divine approval of that point of 
view. 11 They said thut 1 as Prt:sident of all tht! 
peoplt: "ong of all religious points of view, 11 Pre:.i­
dent Reagoo "mu:.t respect the authenticity of that 

. diyenity." 

Conct:rned Over u~ Of Rt!ligious Content 

Julius Berman, president of tht: Union of Ortho­
dox ..J.:wi :.h Coogregations, said that "whi It: wt: al:.o 
recognize the evils repres.entt:d by the action:. of the 
Soviet Union, we ore w~ry concerned when any30.-ern• 
ment official,. including the President., expre~t:) that 
oppositioo purely in religiou$ tt:rrns, especially when 
they are not shared by everyone in our plurali5tic 
~ciety. 11 

The Orthodox lay leader al~ t:xpre~s.ed concern 
over .Jhe suggestion by Reagan "that opposi tioo to the 
introduction of prayer in our public 5,cl1ooh spriny~ 
from an anti-religious attitude. Whilt: we strongly be­
I ieve that religion· )hou Id play a predominant role 
in each individual's life, wt: abo maintain our opposi­
tion to prayer in the public schooh

1 
becau:.c it viol­

att:s the doctrine of separation of church and :.tatt:, 
which i~ the rock upon which this pluralistic republic 
wg~ es tab Ii ~ht:d. 11 

Worm Of Pos~ible Polarization 

l<abbi Gi ILcrt Kk•permao, president of the Robbin• 
ical Counci I of Amt:rica., a major Ortliodox rabbinical 
a:.:iociation, declared it wus "wrong and dangerous" 
for Reagan 'to inject on affirmative :.ec torion note in­
to a political issue that does not take into account our 
pluralistic ~cit:ty, 11 a ~tatcmc:nt Klapt:nr1un warned 
"may polori +e di ffereot religious e lemcnts in 
America. 11 

To the President's con1ment !>Uggt.:sting that all 
Christians who do support a nuclear freeze "are not 
loyal Christians, 11 Klopt:rmon retorted thut "tht:re ore 
rnony dt!vout Christi om who ore deeply committed to a 
nuclear freeze" and that the President, in impugning 
their Christian loyolty1 "is ~uperimposing dogmatic 
principles on a political issue. 11 

Citing the church-state separation principle as 
b~)ic to the American pluralistic ~cit:ty, the Orthodox 
rabbinical leader said ''those who do not agee with 
the policy of their nation should not be attacked on 
religiou~ grounds. 11 

Criticizes Attempt To Stigmatize 

Rabbi Walter Wur zburge r, pre~idtmt of the Syna­
gogue Counci I of America, declared tha t th e Pre sidcnt 
"has every right to oppose a nuclear frcez.e but he has 
no right to stigmatize those"who di sogree with hi:. 
brand of "civil rt:ligion" as having succumbed to 
"the temptation of pride" and as seeking not tht: real­
ity but "the illusion of peace." 

He called "equally di stressin g " the Prt:~idcnt's 
attempt to preach "civil rcligion" by advoc ating an 
ommendment to permit prayer in public school s. He as­
serted that 11non-den~minational 11 f.rayer would be 
an ~erci)e in "religious takeni~m 'rather thun a gen­
uine contribution toward$ "the enhancement of religiou$ 
values." 
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Tradition'; In Nuclear Freeze Debate 
A "hllrfl tPhul<e llll'nin!llt.hf! mi1m11e or".fpw ish trad it inn" 

, lhf' rnttinir drhatP ovtr the nuclr.ar frf'f'7.r. is11m.• Wll.'I 

r-lr11!W'rt hy /\l('Hlath lsrRf'I of Amt>ricR. in a policy stJ\IP­
'""' affopl1>1l hy' IM nalmnal nTT'ir•,!rs al A mN•linR' on 
lonrlay. Th«> nation11I Orthodox Jewi!lh coalitirm move­
irnl, rommPnlinlf on thf' po!lilion tRkrn hy many ,Jewish 
t1l'~ni1.ntinn~. :i1tate1I lhnt it l!I "nn ovrrsimrlification of 
Pwi"h lrlldit ion lo interr,rl't rrverence for life :I..'- an AtlZ'U­

,f'nl for ll nuclr11r frPl'7.e." 
Thr AR'IH!ath l!lrl\rl ntJltf'mPnt r>oin~ert -,ul th~.~ 

I lhoul{h it hrl if'Vl'!I thnt "no Rt.onr. 11hou Id hr Ir.fl unturnnd 
n 11n t'frort to put :i hRlt to lhe frighten inll' nuclear atm'I 
ac.- 11nd lo ar hi<'VP. lfl'nuine Jl<'llrP." nevprlt,f'les!I, whii1• 
fll'Aor i11 a rr li1l'i011!1 imr,f'rlllive. fiO i!I n !-tronit nnt ionai 
lt•h•n~." 

T hfl follow in R' i!I thP. full text of the Ain1r-lalh hr11«-I 

t .. r 

st.AlNT1ent: 
"Wf! rlf'plort' thf' r"port~ thllt vllrlml!i .l~wi11h troup,. 

hAve injrclro .lt'Wi!lh lrarlition ll!I A hlLqi!I for thf'ir CAIi ror II 
nur.1.-Rt frf'f'7.I" . 1,ik(' all !lf'jfml'nt!I or !U)('.i('ty, W(' Vi('W with 
al 11rm thPcon!lt11n1 ly mmrnl in~ n11clr11r lltm!I hullrhlfl. ""rt 
we helievf' th11t no !It.one should be len unturn«'rl in an 
f'ffort to put" hAlt to lhi!I rril{htf'nin« tllre Rnrl lo arhirvt> 
~nuine prace. It i!I, hnwevf'r. an over11implification or 
,Jf'wi!lh trnclition to inlrrpret rt'verance for life Man ar!l'•­
rner.t for A nucl<'Rf frf'r7.I' . Prace i!I R r~liRiou!t lmper!'tiv(': 
!-{:' i'! P.. !llrnnl{ r.1ttion11I dPTf'n!le. Th~ hnllowl'd .Jpwjqh con­
cern for lif(' rxtcnrl!I to rir terrencf.> or" g:-Rve d1•1tl.h th rr1>t . 

i n democratic countries we hflv t> t rnC, ilion riliy rlt"p r n<i('~' 
un~n t ht> lt"overn ment:-,1 t, r ,;Cf !IS for rirr.i!ll:;nq ,r1at il"'I{ tn 
r.-i li l:try and ll"Cu rl t:1 i~!l \11' '- , 'it i!I lnnr,rrnp'!'",.1 '. 0 to inlro• 
d;; -::':" .1e,, jq~, tnul ilion ll'l an it1 111u• In lhl' i a rn-~l ;1nt~rnRt w 
d? t-a.le r<>si:arninl( nuci<'i>.r frni, fl r. tl ti:~ nr11:oliatini( 

~ I 7 
....,, 
-t• 
'ff;-

.... 

r 

11t11t1N! of thl' i.uJ)f'rf)Owf'r!I. At dal<f' l!I now to Ill'"" lnf'lf 
pr~rrve worlcl J)('Rrl" llnrl ultimRtPly rt'<lurr t hr wnrld '11 

·nucleRr nr11rnal. A romplr,-; rlPciqion or thi~ kinri m11-.t hf' 
ll'rt In the rxpert hRnrl!I or lhoqf' in whom wr rntnr-.t the 
rriM or ~t'rnmE>nt . who nrr thor0111lhly fAm i Ii nr w ii h "11 
the intricate fact!I . 

,fudlli!lm Reek!I lhf' fulrillmf'nt or l!11lillh 0

!1 prnphrry or 
tntRI diimrmRmf'nl whf'n th~ nntinM or thr worlrt '11h11II 
hrrtl thf'ir !IWnd-. i:ito pl•w: ~hnr~,.- -Rfnli .. ~ir:>.lly . t,,-.w.-vrr . 

· ~1-.~ r 'lUt'! ~'J :-~e.~½ P. ,tr. :=< c ~ thiCl ~ :,.tu - ,.. .i:~1,:1ot t,,.. rhn:-:.-.,1 
· ~l Y ; -:.- li,i :-;--;q ~·..::l •--:- ~r·n~~: i~ :-r•1q: ::<? ~:\mrr.rrrt! ,.,,rt ir. th .. 

:-:or mRi c~m~~:-~•.ic proc"~., ,-.--~ir'-- , .. fr, r;i: ' ;r :--k ,.r n•1r 
"; 'ift,q~-;-,,rl R"O Vf"r-irr ~i~ . CJ ,:-~~ -;<~: •.:,., , ~-·i -: ~;,s : •7 ;"",-. '-rr~ ( 'lor 

~;1; ;;."" ,rnri :-:1'.'!r-'I ~=-" in '.h: ~:i:x'.q -:~ (; -<!.'"' 
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A11uddll hi MSI of ruuc:m:a, IU a 
poficy &Ulcmo01 adopl.ed by 1u 

death lhrcal. 

A 1b&Ip robu&.c A,i&&Aal ~ """: • 11&41~ officer. a, a en.cow~. 
lo ucmocrauc counu1~ wa 

have llad1uonally dc:pc1"1c:d "P(Ml 

&J1c io11c:mmeolal proccu fo, 
'1ecilliion• rclalin1 to mihla.ry aoJ 
1c:curuy iu~11. h i11 inappropl'~ 
l.O inlroduce Jewa.h lladllioca u 
1111 1uiu1 m Ille currcnl pra~ 
dobalC re1'&'<laDi ouclca.r tr~ 
IUld the negotialinj a;tai11.:c: of ijac 

•upc:rpowen. 

:F:rJTilj£L 
.cM-:o, ILL. 
l '..i,000 

1 The oauooal Orth()(M)1 Jc:w11h . 
~htioo movcmc:ol, commonlU1& 
on lhe ~,uoo i.ucli by many 
Jo1N11b or1aruuuona. uau:d IJ1a, 
a& i• .. t,ll ovcr.UQIM'ficauoo of 
,owi,b lradJUOll LO wu:rprel 
rc:vc:roncc for hie u &Jl a11umcml 
tor • nuclear frce,e." 

·The A1udt.4h laracl alaumont . 
pomu:J out that allhou&h 11 
bchcvelli Lluu "110 11wne •houljJ be 
lell uo&w-11eu in 1m effon LO put • 
tuall w lhc ln~ue1un1 11udc:11r 
Milli race ud LO adueve 1c:11ume 
pc11ce," nevc:rtheleu, while 
''i>c:acc li a rel1~wi impcral1ve, 
,o ia a 1uo1.11 uaiuuuu do­
fcollie ." 

- Ji.idamn a.ec:IUI Ille lullillmcut oi 
ba1ah'11 phophecy of Wllll Ji•a.r­
m11mc:nl when lhe n1al1on• of &be 
world· )hall be111 Lhcu lliwor(llli io&.o 
plow.haru' . H.cahlillC<illy , bow­
evcr, &J1e rouu: LO rc:1ach • goal of 
IJu• nalurc: c1U1no1 be cluartc:4J by 
rc:h11ou. lillllCDIC:ll .. ; i, WUlll be 
h1Unmcrc:J out 111 lhc uorm&J 
dcmucr1auc proce~i. which 11 Lbc 
h•llmarlf. of our blcnc:4.1 govc:ru­
ment. Our .lra"1!uon tell u.i;: 'The: 
hca.ru of ~n~ &Jld rulc:n MC w 
lhc hlUlJlli of G -d' ." 

MAR- J l· 83 

vtisusing Jewish tradition 
1 nuclear freeze debate~ 

SPt:ClAL 1"0 l;W: St:NTINU 

The follow in, 11 lhc: ·full-lUl of 
µie A1"4.lath hrac:I ll11u:mc:111: 

, st'uirp rebuke aaauw lhc ,o inLCrprd rcvcra.occ for liJ'c "' 
u~ of "Jew~ u».ilitiou" iD &0 ariiwpcut for an~ frccu. 
'~i dcbau over the nuclear Pupc is 1& rd~ unpcr&tivc; so 
'.J..C ti.Sue: wa.s rclc&Sed by ia a IUOQ& natioQaJ defense. The 
1d&th hrHI of Amqica in a. twlowcd J~wiah c.o1M;cn1 for life 
icy Stalcmc:nl -4o~ by iu n&·. utcods lO d4;Krr~ ol J &JIYC 

"We deploro Ilic rc:poru 1Jl11l 
u.rioua Jew11h 110~p1 have il\)ev 
lcJ Jcw1•h ul&d1uon u a ballillli for 

' I.heir c&JI for a nuclear frc:e:u:. 
l--t..illc all 1cgmenl1 of JOCioly, wo 

AJ•d•l'1 uracl ot Aacrica 
New York, N. Y. 

l&I officcu Ill a rccen'1 ~ Uu°AI. . . 

~ view wilh 1alar111 lhc: 1.:01111ilantly 
mounlln& nuclc:a.r unu buildup, 
a.nd WC belie: VC Ulal DO &ilOllO 

:tifli. The natiooaJ Orthodox "ln democratic countries we 
1ish co.w,aon movement, com- have Ua.aitiolMU.ly <kpcndca upon ::\' 
um, on lbc p06ition aaken by tbc aovernmcnl&1 proceu for 
11y Jew.,h or,aniz•aon,, Qecisiooa rdatin& to J1Uiu¥Y and 
cd &hat it i.s "an over- 1C1Curily iuu~. ll ii i.oappropriale 
p4flc.ation of Jcwi.ah uadition lO in&soa"" Jcwi,.b uailition 14 
'1~crprct reverence for life a.s an iaauc in &be CU(Jall pr~tic 
uawncol f~r a ouclw, debate repiain&; nuclear frccu ' 

:z.c." aAd lbc OCKOIMlli~ ll&oCC of the 
"he A&u~ bracl !ll&tcmdll aupcrpowcn. Al 11l&kc ~ bow to 
r-.&ctd ou& tAal a!lbo~ it &enuinely prCKrVe world puce '.

1 
i 

eves Lh1u "no saooe ab.owa ~ ·· and ultimaaely rcaucc we world'• 
unturned an an effort to put a nuclear arlCDAI. A complex dcci-

ahou!d be lch unturned in 1an 
offort IO pul ll ~I& 10 1Ju11 frii-UlCll­
in, race am.I w achieve: genuine 
peace. It illi, however, as1 overa.1m­
plific11tion of Jow&a;h ui&Jiuon LO 
iolerprel reverence: for life ai. iu1 
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AGUDATH ISRAEL REJECTS 
'MISUSE OF JEWISH TRADITION' 
IN NUCLEAR FREEZE DEBATE 

NEW YORK, April 19 (JTA) -- A sharp rebuke 
against the 11mi54.1se of Jewish tradition" in the de­
bate over the nuclear freeze issue was released by 
Agudath Israel of America i.1 a i:olicy statement 
adopted by its national officers recently. The notional 
Orthodox Jewish coalition movement, commenting on 
the position taken by many Jewish orgoni zotions, stat­
ed that a is "an oversimplification of Jewish tradition 
to interpret reverence for life as en argument for a 
nuc I ear freeze. 11 

• 

The Agudoth Israel statement pointed out that al­
though it believes that "no stone should be left unturn­
ed in en effa-t to put a halt to the frightening nuclear 
arms race cnd to achieve genuine peace, 11 neverthe­
less, while "peace is a religious imperative, so is a 
strong notional defense." 

A spokesman for Agudoth Israel explained that mon)I' 
Jewish organizations who acbpted positions in favor 
of a nuclear feeeze accused the Reagan Administration 
of supporting a nuclear arms buildup which is detrim6it­
ol to peace withoi.a giving credence to the belief 
that peace can al$0 be secured through strengfli and 
deterrence. 

He said that the Acininistration's arguments that 
bi lateral negotiations were not possible unless the 
defenses-of the United States were bolstered were 
plausible and that it was to be assumed that the govem• 
ment was speaking out of factual knowledge of the 
current military balance of the superpowers. 

The Agudath Israel stotEJT1ent added: 11 A complex 
decision of this kind must be left in the expert ha,ds of 
those to whom we entrust the reins of government wro 
ore thoroughly familiar with all the intricate facts." 

The spokesman for the Orthodox orgCJ1ization said 
. that while many .Jewish groups were con vi need that the 
• rood to peace cou Id oo ly be achieved through a nuc-
; !ear freeze there was reason to believe that no neg,o­

tiotions wit the Soviets could hope l'O be successful 
: at a !ime when America's nuclear arsenal is found 
. wanting. 

He added: 11 To the extent that the quest for peace 
was the ooly proper basis for introducing Jewish tradi­
tion into the debote for a nucleor freeze, the argument 
was one-sided and out of context. Wro is to soy 
whetiier more nuclear arms or di5armament is the 
'•'- - •- . . -L:_1_ ._ ____ ')U 
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Nuclear opponents 'misuse' 
tradition, }:\gudah charges 

A sharp rebuke to t~ "misuse of Jewish tradition" in the debate 
over the nuclear freeze issue was released by A~ath Israel of Amer­
ica in a policy statement adopted by its nationa officers. 

The national Orthodox Jewish coalition movement, commenting on 
the position taken by many Jewish organizations, stated that it is "an 
oversimplification of Jewish tradition to interpret reverence for life 
as an argument for a nuclear freeze." 

The Agudath Israel statement pointed out that although it believes 
"no stone should be left unturned in an effort to put a halt to the 
frightening nuclear arms race and to achieve genuine peace," never­
theless, while "peace is a religious imperative, so is a strong national 
defense." 

A spokesman for Agudath Israel explained that many Jewish orga­
nizations who adopted positions in favor of a nuclear freeze accused . 
the Reagan administration of supporting a nuclear arms buildup 
which is detrimental to peace without giving credence to the belief 
that peace can also be secured through strength and deterrence. 

He said the administration's arguments that bilateral negotiations 
were not possible unless the defenses of the U.S. were bolstered were 
plausible and that it was to be assumed that the government was 
speaking out of factual knowledge of the current military balance of 
the superpowers. 

The Agudath Israel statement added: "A complex decision of this 
kind must be left in the expert hands of those to whom we entrust the 
reins of government who are thoroughly familiar with all the intri-·. 
cate facts." 

The spokesman for the Orthodox organization said that while many 
Jewish groups were convinced that the road to peace could only be 
achieved through a nuclear freeze, there was reason to believe that no 
negotiations with the Soviets could hope to be successful at a time 
·when America's nuclear arsenal is found wanting. . 

"To the extent that the quest for peace was the only proper basis for 
introducing Jewish tradition into the debate for a nuclear freeze, the 
argument was one-sided and out of context," he added. "Who is to say 
whether more nuclear arms or disarmament is the ultimate vehicle to 
peace?" 

I 
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L/4gudath Israel rejeds 
I ~• 

Misuse ofJewi~li Tradition' . 
in·nuclear freeze debate · :: 
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NEW YORK (JTA) .:. A sharp dox organization said that while 
rebuke against the "misuse of many Jewish groups were 
Jewish tradition" in the debate convinced that the road to peace 
over the nuclear freeze issue was could pnly be ac.hiev.e4 thrqigh a· 
released by Agudath Israel. of nuclear freeze, there was reason 
America in a poucy statement .to . believe thaf np negotiations 
adopted by its national officers with the Soviets could hope to be 
recently. The national Orthodox : successful at · a time when 
Jewish coalition movement, . America's nuclear arsenal is 
commenting on the position taken found wanting.··: 
by many Jewish organizations, '. 
stated that it is " an oversimplifi- He added: l'To_ tne ·extent that 
cation of Jewish tradition to the quest for peace was the only 
interpret reverence for life as an proper basis for introducing Jew­
argument for a nuclear freeu}' · ish tradition into the debate for a 

The Agudath Israel statement · nuclear freeze, the argument was. 
pointed out that although it. one-sided and out of contest. Who 
believes that "no stone should be is to say whether more nuclear 
left unturned in an effort to put a arms or disarmament is the ulti­
halt to the frightening nuclear mate vehi_cle to peace?" 
arms race and to achieve genuine: · · / 

peace," neverthdess, '!fhile. _, ---------~-­
"peace is a religious Imperative, · 
so is a strong national defense." 

A spokesman . for Agudath. ·; 
Israel explained' .· that. ·many -· 
Jewish organization., who adopt­
ed positions in favor of a· nuclear 
freeze accused the Reagan 
Administration of supporting a 
nuclear arms buildup which is 
detrimental to . peace . without 
giving credence to the belief that: 
peace can also be secured 
through strength and deterrence. 

He said that the Administra­
tion's arguments that bilateral 
negotiations were not possible 
unless the defenses of the United 
States were bolstered were plau­
sible and that it was to be as­
swned that the government i'aS 
speaking out of factual knowl­
edge of the current military 
balance of the superpowers. 

·The Agudath Israel statement 
added: "A complex decision of 
thi.s kind must be left in the 
expert hands of those to whom we 
entrust the reins of government 
who are thoroughly familiar with 
all the intricate facts." 

The spokesman for the Ortho-
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··rradftion 
Agudath Rejects Nuclear Freeze/ Jewish Tradition Tie In ! 

NEW YORK, (JTA)-A shall> rebuke against the 
.. misuse of Jewish tradition" in the debate over the 
nuclear freeze issue was released by Agudath Israel of 
America in a policy statement adopted by its national 
officers recently. The National Orthodox Jewish Coali­
tion Movement, commenting on the position taken by 
many Jewish organizations, stated that it is " an over­
simplification of Jewish tradition to interpret 
reverence for life as an argwnent for a nuclear 
freeze." 

nevertheless, while "peace is a religious imperative, 
so is a strong national defense." 

A spokesman for Agudath Israel explained that 
many Jewish organizations who adopted positions in 
favor of a nuclear freeze accused the Reagan Ad­
ministration of supporting a nuclear arms buildup 
which is detrimental to peace without giving credence 
to the belief that peace can also be secured through 
strength and deterrance. 

He said that the Administration's arguments that 
: bilateral negotiations were not possible wtless the 

The Agudath Israel statement pointed out that defer1:5es of the Uni~ed States were bolstered were 
although it believes that "no stone should be left un- plausible and that 1t _was to be asswned that the 
turned in an effort to put a halt to the frightening government w_a:3 speaking out of factual knowledge of 
nuclear arms race and to achieve genuine peace" the current military balance of the superpowers. 

The Agudath Israel statement added: "A complex 
-- -----------------~ decision of this kind must be left in the expert hands of. 

those to whom we entrust the reins of government who 
are thoroughly familiar with all the intricate facts." 

The spokesman for the Orthodox organization said 
that while many Jewish groups were convinced that 
the road to peace could only be achieved through a 
nuclear freeze, there was reason to believe that no 
negotiations with the Soviets could hope to be suc­
cessful at a time when Americ:a 's nuclear arsenal is 
found wanting. 

He added : ··To the extent that the quest for peace 
was the only proper basis for introducing Jewish tradi­
tion into the debate for a nuclear freeze, the argwnent 
w:ic:: n n"'-<: iti <:>rt :inrt n 11t "' ,-.nnt<:>vt Whn ic, tn c c,v 
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V'f reeze' talk called 
misuse of tradition· 

NEW'YORK (JTA) - ~­
dat~el of America 1n. a 
policy statement adopted by ita 
officers, says it is a "misuse" 
and "an oversimplification of 
Jewish tradition to interpret 
reverence for life as an argu­
ment for a nuclear freeze;'' : 

The Orthodox Jewish move-
. ..1> ment said that although it be­

lieves that " no stone should be 
left unturned in an effort to put 
a halt to the frightening nu­
clear arms race and to achieve 
genuine peace," nevertheless, 
while "peace is a religious im­
perative, so is a strong national 
defense." I 

A spokesman for Agudalh 
fsrael explained that many 
Jewish organizations wHo 
adopted positions in favor of a 
nuclear freeze accuse the Rea­
gan Administration of suppoxt• 
ing a nuclear arms buildup 
which is detrimental to peate 
without giving credence to the 
belief that peace·can also be: 
secured through strength and 
deterrence. 

He said that the Administr~­
tion's arguments that bifateral 
negotiations were not possible. 
unless the defenses of the U n.i­
ted States were bolstered were 

I 

' ' 

plausible and that it was to be 
assumed that the government 
was speaking out of factual 
knowledge of the current mil­
itary balance of the super­
powers. 

The Agudath Israel state­
ment added: ~mplex deci­
sion of this kind must be left in 
the expert hands of those to 
whom we entrust the reins of 
government who are thorough­
ly familiar with all the intricate 
facts." 

The spokesman for the Or­
thodox organization said that 
while many Jewish groups 
were convinced that the road to 
peace could only be achieved 
through a nuclear freeze, there 
is no reason to believe that no 
negotiations with the Soviets 
could hope to be successful at a 
time when America's nuclear . 
arsenal is found wantinit. 

He added: "To the extent that 
the quest for peace was the only 
proper basis for introducing 
Jewish tradition into the de­
bate for a nuclear freeze, the 
argument was one-sided and 
out of context. Who is to say 
whether more nuclear arm/s or 
disarmament ia the ultimate 
vehicle to peace?" · 
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'MISUSE OF­
TRADITION' 

New York !JTAI - A sharp 
rebuke against the .. misuse of 
Jewish tradition" in the de­
bate over the nuclear freeze 
issue was released by Agudlqth 
Israel of America in a po icy 
stat"ement adopted by its 
national officers recently. The 
national Orthodox Jewish 
coalition movement, com­
menting on the position taken 
by many Jewish organiza• 
tions, stated that it is "an over­
simplification of Jewish tradi­
tion to interpret reverence for 
life as an argument for a nu­
clear freeze." 

The Agudath Israel state­
ment pointed out that 
although it believes that "no 
stone should be left unturned 
in an effort to put a halt to the 
frightening nuclear arms race 
and to achieve genuine peace," 
nevertheless, while "peace is a 
rel igious imperative, so is a 
strong national defense." 

~ 



OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT 
AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

RABBI MENACHEM LUBINSKY 

July 13, 1983 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Morton: 

As per our recent conversation, I have sent 
Senator Thurmond our position on school prayers. 

I know that this position is not fully in tune 
with the Administration's view, but I am sure that 
you can appreciate our concern. 

ML:dl 
Enc. 

Keep well. 

I Director of Government 
Public Affairs 

.AGUDATH ISRAEL OF AMERICA 



OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT 
ANO PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Hon. Strom Thurmond 
Chairman 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
218 Russell Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Thurmond: 

""'1' rrnllf 
UTAIUSHK> ttU 

FIVE BEEKMAN STREET 
PHONE: (212) 791-1800 

July 13, 1983 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10038 
CABLE: AGUOOHNEWYORK 

I am writing to follow up on the recent hearings in the Senate Judiciary 
Committee on school prayer in public schools. 

Agudath Israel of America, founded in 1922, is the broadest-based Orthodox 
Jewish movement in the nation. Its leadership consists of the foremost deans of 
rabbinical seminaries in the country. It represents grassroots Orthodox Jews in 
30 states and provides a broad gamut of services to the community. 

As one of the chief legislative advocates for the Orthodox Jewish community, 
I am certain that you will be interested in our concerns about the various 
proposals now before the U.S. Senate on school prayer. 

We have in the past opposed school prayer bills which would have deprived 
the United States Supreme Court and the United States District Courts of juris­
diction over any case involving a dispute arising out of a state statute relating 
to the recital of voluntary prayers in public schools and public buildings. 
While we are generally favorably disposed to the reinstatement of the recital of 
prayers in public schools, these bills would accomplish such a result in a way 
that threatens to undermine the finely tuned balance of power between the three 
branches of government. 

The supremacy of the Supreme Court is the ultimate interpreter of the con­
stitution as a long accepted principle of American law and should not be changed 
by legislation. The issue here should not be viewed as one of school prayer, but 
it is an attempt to weaken the authority of the highest court in the United 
States and the lower federal courts. Although we may at times take issue with 
some of the decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court, we treasure its role in 
safeguarding civil liberties in this country. 

OFFICE OF WASHINGTON COUNSEL• 600 New Hampshire Avenue, N .W . • Washin gton , D.C. 20037 • (202) 338--4816 

DIVISIONS- N•uon•I Youth Comm1uion: Ztirri Agud•th lsr••l. Bno, Agud•th lsrHI. Pircht1 Agud•th lsrit l. B.o<hurri Agud•th lsrHII Agudist Womtn 's Org•niution : N'sh,i Agud•th lsrHI/C•mp 
Agud•h/ C•mp Bnos/ Th, ),wish ObHrv,r/ Dos Yiddish, Vort/Comm,uion on L,gisl•tion •nd Civic Action/Commission on lsritl/ Commirnon on Ov,rsus R..cu, •nd R,li,f/ Commiu ion on Soci•I 
Strvlct1/ Comm1u1on on S,n;or Citizens/ ProJtCt COPE (Cuur Opportun1hn ,nd Prrpu,uon for Employmtnt)/ COPE \.'oc,1t1on•I lnstitutt/ Commiuion on L11tin Amuic•n Jtwry/ N,tion11I Com­
mission on ),w11h Ethn1C Affilrs Uud•iscop,. South,rn Brooklyn Community Org•niurion J/Comm1rnon on,Bunch SerV1« •nd D,v,lopm,nt/ Comm,mon on Adu lt Touh Educ•tion. D•f Yoml/ 
),w11h Educ111on Progum UEP)/Touh Educ1tion N,rwork 1Rnh,r Sh1u r<1 Touh )/Touh Action Progr•m (TAP) / Pro1« 1 RISE 1Ruu 1•n lmm,gun t S,rv1C .. •nd Educrnon J / Rurn•n lmmigr1nt 



Hon. Strom Thurmond 
July 13, 198 3 
Page 2 

We have viewed with extreme interest the proposal of the Administration . - We 
strongly support the Administration's emphasis on .the return to traditional 
values in the family, in the community and in soci.ety at larg-e.~- Permitting 
prayer in schools is consistent with these values. Howeve~, th~ proposed con­
stitutional amendment fails to define the type ot -"prayer" ·advocated, and thi~ 
ambiguity could lead to unacceptable interpretations. We rese~ve judgment on _ 
this issue until the measure under consideration clearly spells ·out the form and 
text of the prayer to be recited in schools. 

We would appreciate if you would include our views- on this. subject in your 
official record of the hearings. -

Thank you for this opportunity to make our views known. 

}71;~4~7 
Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky 
Director of Government and Public Affairs 

ML:dl 
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Jerusalem Congress on the Bible 

Chalnnan 
Rochunga Pudaite, LL D. 
President, Bib les fo r the World 

Executive Director 
James C. Hefley, Ph .D. 

Director of Communications 
Wallace Henley 

Music Coordinators 
Ron and Mary Jane Wel:s 

Director of Tours 
Jimmy Parrish 

Speakers 
Dr. Jimmy Draper 
President , Southern 
Baptist Convention 

Dr . Harold Lindsell 
Editor Emeritus , 
Christianity Today 

Dr. Rochunga Pudaite 
President, Bibles for the World 

Dr. David Seamands 
Pastor, Author, 
Conference Speaker 

Dr. John Warwick Montgomery 
Theologian , Author 

Dr. Anis Shorrosh 
Native of Nazareth, Evangel ist 

Jerusalem, Israel December 26, 1983 - January 3, 1984 

National Office Wheaton Office 
Box 805 

Program and Media Office 
300 Ferncl iff Drive P.O. Box 66508 

Birmingham, AL 3521 0 Wheaton , IL 60187 
1-312-665-7733 

Signal Mountain, TN 37377 
1-615-886-4242 1-800-551 -2334 1-205-595-3338 

July 27, 1983 

TO: 

FROM: 

STAFF AND MAJOR PROGRAM PERSONNEL. 

JAMES C. HEFLEY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. 

RE: INVITATION TO PRESIDENT REAGAN TO SPEAK ON THE INFLUENCE 
OF THE BIBLE. INFORMATION WHICH YOU MIGHT USE IN WRITING 
THE PRESIDENT, URGING ACCEPTANCE. 

History: Dr. Pudaite extended the invitation in April. Frederick 
J. Ryan, Jr., Director, Presidential Appointments and Schedul­
ing, replied May 3, suggesting "you • • • renew your invitation 
nearer the date--I suggest around ten to twelve weeks ahead, 
[when] we should be better able to give you a definite answer." 

Rationale: Mr. Reagan proclaimed the "Year of the Bible" in Feb. 
at the National Prayer Breakfast. It is fitting for the 
President to "close" the Year of the Bible in Jerusalem, the 
city most central to the history and message of Scripture. 
An appropriate time would be the evening of December 31, 
when will recount the impact of the Year of the Bible. 
However, another date during the Congress period would be 
acceptable. 

Audience: Two to three thousand, mostly American evangelicals, 
but also including Catholics and Jews. Somewhat broader 
than audiences at the National Religious Broadcasters 
and the National Association of Evangelicals, addressed 
by the President this year. Auditorium (National Convention 
Center of Israel) capacity 3,300. 

Perceptions: The address by the President would be greatly 
appreciated by American Protestants and Catholics, as well 
as by both American and Israeli Jews. The address would 
be non-political and non-partisan, while at the same 
time affording opporttmity to promote peace and reconciliation 
among those who reverence the_ Bible. 

Suggestions: We should not give any assurances that the President 
will accept the invitation. Only the possibility exists. 
However, in our letters, we should stress the advantages 
and the impact which the President's address could have. 



OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT 
AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Hon. Morton Blackwell 

• ?!<'"NI' rrnllf 
ISTAIUSHEO 1922 

K.lJDAJH ISRAEL 
FIVE BEEKMAN STREET 
PHONE: (212) 791 -1800 

June 10, 1983 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10038 
CABLE: AGUDOHNEWYORK 

Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Morton: 

What a treat it was to read your "Reviving the Winning Coalition," 
which is so much in line with my own thinking. I particularly enjoyed 
reading your recommendations on education. 

I noted that in the appendix in the examples of coalitions, that 
you omitted the tuition tax credit coalition, which, as I indicated to 
you, can really be used for many of the issues that you address in your 
paper. You probably recall the broad representation at the Roosevelt 
Room meeting on June 22, 1982. 

I enjoyed' very much chatting with you the other day, and we really 
need to touch base with one another more often. I tried to follow up 
with Michael Castine of the Private Sector Initiative about having Rab­
bi Morris Sherer placed on the new Advisory Council, but I received no 
commitment. I hope you will have an opportunity to follow up on some 
of the other items on the agenda which I had sent to Mrs. Faith Ryan 
Whittlesey. 

ML:dl 

Let's stay in touch. 

Kind regards. 

abbi Menachem Lubinsky 
Director of Government and 
Public Affairs 
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OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT 
AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear~K"' 

• ISTAIUSH&O tnJ 

~LJDAJH ISRAEL 
FIVE BEEKMAN STREET 
PHONE: (212) 791-1800 

April 20, 1983 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10038 
CABLE:AGUDOHNEWYORK 

Iara pleased to enclose a copy of a legislative agenda for the first session 
of the 98th Congress, which was compiled by the Office of Government and Public 
Affairs of Agudath Israel of America. 

Agudath Israel of America is a broadly based Orthodox Jewish movement with 
chapters in major communities throughout the Uni~ed States and Canada. It spon­
sors a wide range of constructive projects in the field of religion, education, 
children's welfare, and social action affecting the lives of young and old in far­
flung parts of the Americas, Israel and Russia. The organization's leaders in­
clude the nation's most respected rabbinic scholars, and its constituents consist 
of a comprehensive coalition of Orthodox Jews from every walk of life. 

The purpose of this agenda is to give members of Congress and other inter­
ested parties an opportunity to understand some of the concerns of the Orthodox 
Jewish community. 

Please feel free to call me or Steven Prager, the general counsel of our 
Commission on Legislation and Civic Action, at (212) 791-1828. 

ML:dj 
Enc. 

Kind regards. 

cc: Rabbi Morris Sherer 

Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky 
Office of Government and Public Affairs 
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Agudah/ Camp Bnos/ The Jewish Observer/Dos Yiddishe Vort/ Commission on Legislation and Civic Action/Commission on Israel/ Commission on Overseas Rescue and Relief/ Commission on Social 
Services/Commission on Senior Citizens/ Project COPE (Career Opportunities and Preparation for Employment)/ COPE Vocational Institute/ Commission on Latin American Jewry/ National Com­
mission on Jewish Ethnic Affairs (Judaiscope, Southern Brooklyn Community Organization)/ Commission on1Branch Service and Development/ Commission on Adult Torah Edu.cation: Oaf Yomi/ 
Jewish Education Program (JEP)/Torah Education Network (Rtshet Shiurei Torah)/Torah Action Program (TAP) / Project RISE (Russian Immigrant Services and Education) / Russian Immigrant 
Rescue Fund/Project YAO for Russian Jewry/ Agudist Benevolent Society/ Chevra Oseh Chesed 
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TNTROVUCTION 

The. Ono,i.c.e. on GoveJtnme.n.t. and PubUc. Anna.,,i/u, on 
Agudath I.61r..a.el on Amvu'..c.a and .J..:t6 Comml61.i,Lcm on 
Le.gMla.t..-i..on and C,i,v,i_c. Action have. notr.. many ye.atr..1.i 
ta.k.e.n po1.i,U.,i_on.1.i on vatr..,i,oUJ.i pubUc. poUc.y MJ.iue.J.i 
be.notr..e. the. Un.ae.d State.1.i Congtr..e.1.i1.i. The. putr..po1.ie. 
on thM le.gMla.tive. age.nda M to give. the. me.mbe.tr..1.i 
on Congtr..e.1.i1.i, age.nue.1.i on goveJtnme.n.t., and o.t.heJt 
,i,n.t.eJte.1.ite.d pcvr.:tle.J.i an oppotr...t.u.ru.ty to be.c.ome. motr..e. 
no.rr,.,i,UaJr_ wilh Mme. on the. ma.t..t.e.tr..1.i that atr..e. on patr..­
tic.ulatr.. ,i,n.t.e.11..e.1.it to the. btr..oad-ba1.ie.d 011...t.hodox Je.wMh 
c.ommuru.ty ,Ln the. Uru.te.d State.1.i. 

Agudath 1/.iJr..a.el will c.ontinue. to c.omme.n.t. on le.gM­
la.tion ,i,n.t.tr..oduc.e.d ,Ln the. 9 8th Cong11..e.1.i1.i at apptr..o­
ptr..,i,ate. time.J.i dutr..,i,ng the. C.OUIT..l.i e. 0 n the. ye.atr... 

PLEASE NOTE: Unle.1.i1.i othe.tr..WMe. ,Lndlc.ate.d, billl.i atr..e. 
ide.ntinie.d by the. numbe.tr..1.i a1.i1.i,i,gne.d in the. 97th Congtr..e.1.i1.i. 
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ABORTION 

Position - Jewish law teaches that all human life is 
sacred. The life of a fetus has status and dignity under 
Torah dictates. The continuation or termination of preg­
nancy is not a matter of free choice within the province 
of the mother. In those cases when elimination of the 
fetus is warranted, such as when the mother's life is 
endangered, such decision must be made only upon con­
sultation with medical and rabbinical authorities. 

The prohibition against the taking of human life is 
a fundamental moral principle binding upon all mankind, 
regardless of denominational affiliation. Society cannot 
accept the right of any of its citizens to take the life 
of another human being, whether born or unborn. Fetal 
life is thus entitled to significant protection. 

Any legislation dealing with this area will be 
measured against the twin goals of recognizing the dig­
nity of fetal life and protecting the free exercise of 
religion guaranteed under the First Amendment. 

ASBESTOS 

On May 27, 1982, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency published a final rule which requires, among 
other things, public and nonpublic elementary and second­
ary schools by June 27, 1983 to inspect for friable as­
bestos containing building materials, notify school em­
ployees of the location of the friable materials which 
contain asbestos, and notify the school's parent-teacher 
association (or the parents themselves if there is no 
PTA) of the inspection results. 

Position - With the Asbestos School Hazard Detection 
and Control Act of 1980 (P.L. 96-270; 20 U.S.C. 3601), 
the Congress established a program to provide loans to 
schools to contain or remove hazardous asbestos materials 
from schools. The Act provides for a two-tiered program 
of federal assistance -- first, through grants to local 
educational agencies, state educational agencies, and 
schools to detect potential hazards in schools, and second, 
through interest-free loans to school districts and 
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nonpublic schools to control detected hazards. Both the 
federal grants (for detection) and the federal loans (for 
abatement) can be used to pay for up to 50 percent of the 
costs of the particular project, except that the Secre­
tary of Education may increase the Federal allocation up 
to 100 percent of the costs for districts and nonpublic 
schools with limited financial resources. 

Unfortunately, Congress never appropriated funds to 
implement the program established by the Asbestos School 
Hazard Detection and Control Act of 1980. 

We urge the Congress to appropriate funds for the 
implementation of the Asbestos School Hazard Detection 
and Control Act of 1980 so that schools are financially 
able to comply with the EPA rule (i.e. inspect for fri­
able asbestos) and contain or remove hazardous asbestos 
in school buildings, thus protecting the health of their 
students. 

COMPUTER EQUIPMENT CONTRIBUTIONS 

H.R. 701 (Introduced in the 98th Congress) - This 
bill would allow a tax deduction to companies that do­
nate computers to public and nonpublic elementary and 
secondary schools for the education of students. The de­
duction is for the cost of the equipment, plus one half 
of the difference between the cost of the computers and 
their fair market value. This rule is substantially 
similar to a provision set forth in the Internal Revenue 
Code for assessing donations of scientific equipment to 
colleges and universities for research purposes. Any 
company donating the equipment would be r equired to have 
a written plan assuring economic and geographic diversity 
in its donation program. 

Position - Agudath Israel supports this bill. 

Budget limitations prevent many public and nonpublic 
schools from providing students with computers and re­
lated equipment needed to develop the skills required 
in the job markets of the future. 

This legislation would encourage ~anufacturers to 
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donate computers for use in classrooms throughout the 
country to enable schoolchildren to be trained in new 
technology. 

Status - A similar bill passed the House of Rep­
resentatives on September 22, 1982. 

DAYLIGlff SAVING TIME 

S. 879 and S. 49/S. 1151/S. 2510 - These bills would 
expand daylight saving time from the current six months 
to seven months and eight months respectively by amending 
the Uniform Time Act of 1966 to advance the start of 
daylight saving time from the last Sunday in April to the 
last Sunday in March in the case of S. 879, and to the 
first Sunday in March in the case of S. 49, S. 1151, and 
s. 2510. 

Position - Agudath Israel opposes the latter three 
bills. According to Jewish religious law, the earliest 
time that morning prayers may be recited is approximately 
one hour before sunrise. Orthodox Jews do not leave for 
work until they complete these prayers. Establishing 
daylight saving time in early March would cause sunrise 
to be relatively late in the day. This would adversely 
affect the da i.ly schedules of many Orthodox Jews, par­
ticularly those who live in areas of the United States 
where the sun already rises relatively late in the day. 

Agudath Israel fully supports the efforts of those 
who wish to expand daylight saving time. We are cogni­
zant of the need to reduce our country's dependence on 
foreign oil and to lower crime and traffic accident rates. 
However, because of the serious problem described above, 
we can only support S. 879 which would establish daylight 
saving time at the end of March when the sun rises ear­
lier in the day. 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

11.R. 1779, H.R. 1904, H.R. 2289, and S. 1821 - These 
bills would disband the recently established U.S. Depart­
ment of Education and would authorize a different admin­
istrative structure or structures for federal education 
program administration. 
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Position - Irrespective of the proposals outlined 
in the bi!ls with regard to the future of the Department 
of Education, Agudath Israel urges the Congress to adopt 
legislation establishing an Office of Non-Governmental 
Education to monitor laws and regulations governing edu­
cational programs, both existing and proposed, in order 
to guarantee the equitable participation of nonpublic 
school students in these programs. 

EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES 

H.R. 254 - Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
as amended requires employers to reasonably accomodate 
the religious practices of an employee of prospective 
employee, unless such accomodation would create undue 
hardship for the employer. This bill would provide in­
creased protection for the religious observances and 
practices of employees and prospective employees by 
amending the law to require employers to accomodate em­
ployees' religious observances and practices unless the 
employer would suffer "severe pecuniary or other material 
loss" because of such accomodation. 

Position - Agudath Israel supports this bill. 

H.R. 1188 - This bill would require the Postal Ser­
vice to issue regulations allowing Postal Service officers 
and employees "whose personal religious beliefs require 
the abstention from work during certain periods of time" 
to "engage in overtime work for time lost meeting those 
religious requirements." 

Position~ Agudath Israel supports this bill. 

H.R. 1188 merely requires the Postal Service to work 
within the framework of Title IV of the Federal Employees 
Flexible and Compressed Work Schedules Act of 1978 which 
permits similar compensatory time off for religious ob­
servance for other Federal employees. 

EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 

S.J . R. 10/H.J.R. I, H.J.R. 37, H.J.R. 38 - (Intro­
duced in the 98th Congress) - This resolution proposes 
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an amendr,1ent to the Cons ti tut ion of the Jni ted States 
to provide that "equality of rights under the law shall 
i10t be denied or abridged by the United States or by 
any State on account of sex." 

Position - Agudath Israel is strongly opposed to 
the Equal Rights Amendment. 

While we fully support equal opportunities for women 
in every phase of life, we strongly oppose the E.R.A. be­
cause the potential effects of this legislation could 
threaten our ability to live in accordance with our 
traditional lifestyle and religious beliefs. We are par­
ticularly concerned about the effects of the Equal Rights 
Amendment on the fiber of family life which is essential 
to a stable and democratic society. Furthermore, at­
tempting to achieve equality of the sexes by amending 
the Constitution is in our opinion unnecessary because a 
vast array of state and federal laws and court decisions 
already protect women against discrimination. 

The proposed amendment is additionally objectionable 
and would establish a dangerous precedent in that no 
ratification deadline is included. 

The people of the United States, through their 
state legislatures, have already demonstrated their oppo­
sition to E.R.A. \Ve, therefore, urge Congress to follow 
the dictates of the people and not initiate a new E.R.A. 
ratification process . 

GAY RIGHTS 

S. 430 (Introduced in the 98th Congress) - This 
bill would prohibit discrimination on the basis of af­
fectional or sexual orientation. 

Position - Agudath Israel is strongly opposed to 
this bill. 

We vigorously oppose discrimination of any kind 
against any individual or group, whether it ue based on 
race, creed, religion, or any other factor. However, the 
issue of "gay rights" generally and the purpose of this 
legislation in particular is not simply to protect the 
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civil rights of homosexuals. Rather, it is an attempt 
to obtain official government sanction for a "lifestyle" 
that goes against the social and moral fabric of society 
and which may have a detrimental effect upon schoolchild­
ren, families, and the community in general . 

IMMIGRATION REFORM 

S. 529/H.R. 1510 - (Introduced in the 98th Congress) -
These bills would revise and reform the Immigration and 
Nationality Act in several ways. To control illegal im­
migration, the bills establish civil and criminal penal­
ties for employers who hire illegal aliens. Employers 
would have to verify that job applicants are either 
citizens or aliens authorized to work in the United States. 
In addition, the bills are designed to expedite the re­
view of aliens' claims for asylum and to facilitate the 
admission to the United States of temporary foreign work­
ers in limited numbers. Finally, the bills grant amnesty 
to illegal aliens who have lived continuously in the 
United States for a specified period of time . These 
aliens would qualify for permanent resident status. 

Position - We support efforts to reform our immigra­
tion laws to make them more equitable and responsive to 
human needs. We recognize the need to establish control 
over our nation's borders and, at the same time, reaffirm 
our commitment to immigration. 

We urge retention of the family reunification (Fifth 
Preference) category in its present form which provides 
that U.S. citizens may petition for their alien siblings 
and their families to come to the United States. Family 
reunification is an expression of our nation's belief in 
the vital role that healthy and stable family lives and 
family values play in the creation of a free, productive 
and humanitarian society such as ours. 

We oppose additional numerical limitations on immi­
gration. We also oppose the elimination of judicial re­
view of applications for political asylum in the United 
States. A full opportunity for a fair hearing should not 
be eliminated in order to expedite the review of aliens' 
claims for asylum. Finally, for the reasons stated above, 
we oppose restricting the Second Preference category so 
that permanent residents in the United States would no 
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longer be able to petition for their unmarr ied children 
over the age of twenty-one . 

Status - A bi ll similar to S. 52 9 passed the Senate 
i n Augus t 1982 . A bill s imil ar to H.R . 151 0 passed the 
House Jud i ciary Committee i n September 1982. 

MATH AND SCIENCE ACT 

H.R. 30 - Emergency Mathematics and Science Education 
Act - (Introduced in the 98th Congress) - This bill would 
amend the National Def ense Education Act to i mprove the 
quality of mathematics and science education in the 
country. 

The legis l ation would creat e a grant program for 
state and local school distri cts. Most of the money 
would be used for in-service courses to improve the skills 
and knowledge of current teachers . Funds could also be 
used to improve libraries, purchase computers and other­
wise bolster the teaching capacity of a school system. 
Other funds would be earmarked over the next two years 
for establishing 15,000 scholarships for students who 
agree to teach science or mathematics for at least two 
years. Thirty percent of the aid would be reserved for 
teachers who are already in the classroom. A five-year 
program, spending $100 million a year, would establish 
an Engineering and Sci ence Personnel Fund administered 
by the Nat i onal Science Foundation. 

Position - Agudath Israel supports this bill. 

A national study by the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress pointed to significant declines in 
the ability of many elementary and secondary schocl 
students in the fields of mathematics and science. 

Status - H.R. 30 passed the House of Representatives 
on March 2, 1983. 

QUOTAS 

H.R. 3466 - This bill would prohibit governmental 
imposition of quotas with respect to the hiring or 
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promotion policies of an individual or entity, or the 
contracting policies of an individual or entity . 

Position - Agudath Israel strongly supports this 
bill. 

We believe that selection, promotion, hiring, and 
entrance decisions should be based solely on merit, with­
out taking into consideration irrelevant and discrimina­
tory factors such as race , sex , and ethnici t y . 

SCHOOL PRAYER 

S. 481, S. 1742, H. R. 72, H. R. 326, H.R. 2347 -
These and other bills introduced in the 97th Congres s 
would deprive the United States Supreme Court and the 
United States dis t rict courts of j urisdict i on over any 
case involving a dispute aris ing out of a state s t atute 
relating to the recital of volunt ary prayers in public 
schools and public buildings . 

Position - Agudath Israel opposes these bills be­
cause t hey would establish a dangerous precedent. 

While as noted below, we are generally favorably 
disposed to the reinstatement of the recital of prayers 
in public schools, these bills would accomplish such a 
result in a way that threatens to undermine the finely 
tuned balance of power between the three branches of 
government. The supremacy of the Supreme Court as the 
ultimate interpreter of the Constitution is a long ac­
cepted principle of American law and should not be 
changed by legislation. The issue here should not be 
viewed as one of school prayer but as an attempt to 
weaken the authori t y of t he highest court in the United 
St ates and t he lower f ederal cour t s . Although we may 
at times take issue wi th some of t he decisions of the 
U.S. Supreme Cour t , we treasure i t s r ole in safeguarding 
civi l l i berties in thi s country . 

S.J. Res. 199/H.J. Res. 493 - This Joi nt Resol ut i on 
proposes an amendment to the Cons titution of the Uni ted 
States permitting individual or group prayer i n publ ic 
schools and other public institutions . 
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Position - Agudath Israel strongly supports the 
Reagan Administration's emphasis on the return to tra­
ditional values in the family, in the community and in 
society at large. Permitting prayer in schools is con­
sistent with these values. However, the proposed con­
situtional amendment fails to define the type of "prayer" 
advocated, and this ambiguity could lead to unacceptable 
interpretations. We reserve judgment on this issue until 
the measure under consideration clearly spells out the 
form and text of the prayer to be recited in schools. 

TIME OF DEATH 

The President's Commission for the Study of Ethical 
Problems in Medicine and Biomedical and Behavioral Re­
search recommended in 1981 that the Uniform Determination 
of Death Act should be enacted into law in all fifty 
states. The Act would authorize determinations of death 
based upon the cessation of brain activity. 

Position - Agudath Israel strongly opposes the adop­
tion of the Uniform Determination of Death Act. 

The definition of death involves ethical, legal, 
religious, and medical considerations and should there­
fore not be the subject of legislation. Moreover, accord­
ing to both Jewish law and the common law death does not 
occur when the brain stops functioning; it occurs only 
upon the total cessation of respiratory and cardiac ac­
tivity. A "brain death" statute would therefore vio late 
the First Amendment's guarantee of religious freedom. 

In those states where time of death statutes have 
already been enacted and where chances of overturning 
the law are minimal, we support an amendment to such 
statutes to allow for an "exemption clause" which would 
permit the next-of-kin to object to a determination of 
death that is contrary to the basic tenets of a patient's 
religion. 

TRUTH-IN-TESTING 

H.R. 1312 and H.R. 1662 - These bills would require 
all educational and occupational admissions testing 
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services to provide examineo w h u ficient notice of 
test subject matter and test r ult 

At the time New York State passed a truth-in-testing 
law in 1979, testing companies immediately announced that 
they would eliminate three out of four special test 
administrations for Sabbath observers, who for religious 
reasons, cannot take examinations on Saturday. This 
would have created serious difficulties for Sabbath ob­
servers who would have had only one chance per year for 
a make-up examination. The law was subsequently amended 
to require an equal number of special administrations for 
Sabbath observers. Studies have shown that companies have 
not experienced any hardship as a result of this legis­
lation. 

Position - Agudath Israel urges the Congress to in­
corporate in this legislation a further provision similar 
to the one adopted in New York requiring that the number 
of special test administrations for Sabbath observers 
equal the number of regular Saturday test administrations. 

TUITION TAX CREDITS 

S. 528/H.R . 1730 - (Introduced in th~ 98th Congress) -
These bills provide for a credit for 50 percent of tuition 
expenses paid by a taxpayer for his children attending 
nonpublic elementary and secondary schools. The maximum 
credit would be $100 in the first year after the bill is 
enacted, $200 in the second year, and $300 in the third 
and subsequent years. The maximum credit amount is 
phased down for taxpayers with adjusted gross incomes of 
greater than $40,000 and no credit is allowed for tax­
payers with adjusted gross incomes of $60,000 or more. 
To be eligible for the credit, the student must be at­
tending a nonpublic school which does not discriminate 
on the basis of race. 

Position - Agudath Israel strongly supports this 
legislation for a number of reasons. Indeed, passage of 
tuition tax credit legislation remains a priority for 
Agudath Israel. 

Parents of nonpublic school students pay rapidly 
r1s1ng tuition while their tax dollars support the public 
school system. For many working parents, this dual 
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financial burden is just too great, preventing them from 
exercising their constitutional right to send their 
children to the school of their choice. 

More importantly, nonpublic schools bring diversity 
and richness to our educational system, thereby benefit~ 
ting all our citizens. By educating a significant per­
centage of American youth, nonpublic schools fulfill an 
important function in alleviating the burden on the 
public schools. 

Tuition tax credits would help to maintain educa­
tional diversity, promote intellectual liberty, and enable 
parents of a wide s ocio- economic range to i nstill in 
their children the mor al and cultural values that they 
believe are best for their children. 

VA.;~DALIZING A HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

S. 822, IL R. 1376 and H. R. 2085 - These bills would 
amend Title 18 of the U.S . Code to make it a federa l 
crime to vandali ze a consecrated cemetery, religious 
school , house of wor s hip , or any other r eal property used 
f or religious purposes, or any r el i gious article con­
tained therein. 

Position - Agudath Israel strongly supports this 
bill. 

Acts of vandalism against religious institut i ons 
have increased dramatically in the past few years. Local 
l aw enforcement agencies are unable to deal effectively 
with th i s problem. Decl aring such acts federa l crimes 
would hopefully provide additional manpower and resources 
to apprehend perpetrators and thereby create a forceful 
deterrent against would-be vandals. 

VOLUNTARISM 

H.R. 976 and H.R. 358 - (Introduced in the 98th 
Congress) - These bills would amend the Internal Revenue 
Code to provide that the amount of the charitable de­
duction allowable for expenses incurred in the operation 
of a motor vehicle be determined in the s ame manner that 
government employees determi ne reimbursement for use of 
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their vehicles on government business (H.R. 976) or at 
the standard mileage r ate used in computing the business 
expense deduction (H.R. 358). 

Position - Agudath Israel supports these bills. 

Volunteers may currently deduct nine cents per mile. 
Both the business expense deduction and the rate at which 
government employees are reimbursed are twenty cents per 
mile. Enactment of the legislation would result in more 
than doubling the amount that volunteers could deduct 
for use of their passenger automobiles in carrying out 
volunteer activities. 

Although voluntarism remains strong, the r1s1ng cost 
of operating and maintaining a car, the demands upon a 
volunteer's time, and the need for aqditional income, 
prevent many from engaging in activities often only per­
formed by volunteers. These two pieces of legislation 
would encourage individuals to dedicate a portion of 
their time to voluntary activities which enhance the 
quality of life in these United States. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

Position - Major efforts are currently underway in 
many states in connection with the proposal to convene 
a constitutional convent i on f or the purpos e of adopting 
an amendment to the Uni t ed Stat es Constitut i on which 
would requi re a ba lanced budge t f or t he federa l govern­
ment. Whi l e Agudath Israel of America naturally supports 
the ef f orts of those who are attempting to s trengthen our 
economy, it i s concerned t hat because of the lack of 
guidance in the Cons t itut i on regarding t he s tructure of 
the convention, attempts may be made to broad n t he d -
liberations at the convent i on to i nc lude matters t hat 
have no bearing on economic is sues . Delegates t o t he 
convention, for instance, could attempt to rewrit e t he 
Bill of Rights, other portions of the Const i tut i on, or 
even the entire document. Such a "run- away" convent ion 
could well threaten our basic liberties and our ability 
to l ive i n accordance with our traditional lifestyle and 
religious beliefs. 
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Due to the uncertain nature of the constitutional 
convention process, Agudath Israel of Ameri ca strongly 
urges that steps be taken by the appropriate governmental 
authorities in preparing for such a convention to ensure 
that any convention which may be convened be required 
to focus its attention solely on economic i ssues and 
that all citizens of the United States be equally and 
effectively informed of and represented at any and all 
of its deliberations. 
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Commission on 1e,1atadon 
and Civic Action 

of 

Aiudath Israel of America 

Agudath Israel of America, founded in 1922, is a broadly 
based Orthodox Jewish movement with chapters in major 
communities throughout the United States and Canada. It 
sponsors a wide range of constructive projects in the field of 
religion, education, children ·s welfare, and social action 
affecting the lives of young and old in far-flung parts of the 
Americas, Israel and Russia . The organi:ation's leaders 
include the nation's most respected rabbinic scholars and its 
constituents consist of a ,nmprehensive coalition of 
Orthodox Jews from every walk of life. 




