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- OUR_CHILDREN/OURSELVES: A PUBLIC EXPLORATION INTO DRUG ABUSE

CMMC helped form the Interagency Planning Committee on Drug and Alcohol Abuse, in
response to the Police-Student Report on Substance Use. The Planning Committee made re-
commendations for a response to the problem in government, school and community. One. of
those recommendations was to prepare a series of public seminars on misuse of drugs.

On Tuesday, March 31, 7:45 PM, in the auditorium of John F. Kennedy High School,
1901 Randolph Road, in Silver Spring, Dr. Robert Dupont, former Director of the National
Council on Drug Abuse, will speak on problems of drug abuse today. With him will be a
student and a parent who will tell their own stories of drug abuse and remedial action.

Nearby in the cafeteria will be five exploration centers offering opportunity during
the evening to inquire more deeply in one or more areas of special interest:

One center will deal with Common Drugs of Use: What drugs do to the body, how you
spot drug use in your children, potential problems in the use of prescription drugs.

Another center will relate to Drugs and the Law: Confidentiality, what it means to
get busted, what are the laws related to drug use, drug traffic, paraphenalia laws, legal
restrictions and responsibilities on parents and teachers.

An exploration center on Parent Peer Groups will show how to form them, how they help,
parenting skills, single parenting, age-related decisions, life style concerns.

There will be a center on Alcoholism, and a booth displaying the resources of the
new Drug Resource Center, which is just getting started in the Park Street Building, in
Rockville,

Let folks know at your church that this meeting is happening. We all - especially
parents - need to be better informed about drugs.

HEARINGS ON UNMET SOCIAL NEEDS IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY

CMMC, together with another twenty organizations in the County (Community Action Agency,
HELP/FISH, League of Women Voters, Suburban Maryland Fair Housing, YWCA, et. al.) spon-
sored hearings on February 21 and 22 to take testimony from the clients of various types
of social services on the social problems they face in their struggle for a decent life
in our County. :

The hearings were planned as preparation for budget decisions at various levels of
government where the climate is one of fiscal restraint and reluctance to invest in govern-
ment programs to resolve social problems. Testifiers were invited to tell their own
stories of struggling on low incomes; how the problems affected their daily lives: what
people/programs {government and other) helped; and what changes could be made to improve

the system.



-2 -

Housing and health led the list of problems told by the testifiers, We heard of tie
high housing cost which leaves money for little else, and of long, long waiting lists for
assisted housing. One woman told of living with her two children and twenty other people
in her mother's house - how hard it was to keep clean! Another woman witnessed children
bitten by rats in substandard housing. Health appeared to be the major cause in pushing
a family on to public dependence. An injury, operation, or illness again and again proved
to be too much to handle. But the most bitter complaints were reserved for the bureaucracy
itself: the frustration, the insult - the hassle - often proved too much to take, and was
ever endured only because of utter necessity. '"Thou art set as a dam against the streanm
and behold thou art become a moving flood."

The most important part of the hearings was being there to hear and feel what these
problems mean to people, '"I'm seventy-two years old. I have lots of wants, but I don't
gets much.' The people talked of deprivation, anxiety, shame, frustration. But we also
learned a great deal about human courage, grace under pressure, humor, and the will to
survive., Heard most often was the plea for someone to listen - the crucial element of
human contact.

We also heard success stories, One graduate student looked back with gratitude to
the help she had to make it. Another told of all the volunteer jobs she did until she
found an opening into gainful employment. A mother spoke with pride of her five children
with good jobs and the sixth soon to graduate from college. CMMC's Grant Assistance Pro-
gram, and many other private programs got a good deal of thanks and praise. Again and
again we heard of a County worker who cared and who won the deep gratitude and reverence
of a client, and the reward, ""She saved my life!"

The findings of the hearing are now being collated and will be used by the sponsoring
groups in their testimony before government hearings, and for their own planning.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY HOSPICE

(The following letter was requested and received by CMMC President, Adrianne Carr):

""Montgomery Hospice Society welcomes each member of the clergy in Montgomery County as
a participating member of our hospice team. While we have a coordinating minister on our
staff in the person of the Reverend Marian Windel, we expect that each Hospice family will
want to be in touch with their own clergy person,

" Because we hope that many of you will be involved with hospice families, we want you
to understand the basic principles of hospice care and to know where the Montgomery County
Hospice is in its development.

'""Hospice is a concept of care for the terminally ill and their families. It is com-
posed of an interdisciplinary team of professionals: medical director, nurse coordinator
of home care, director of volunteers and education, social worker, member of the clergy,
and an administrative director. This staff together with trained volunteers can provide
twenty four hour, seven day a week service with the objectives of relief from fear, lone-
liness, guilt and anxiety for patient and family. The goal is to help a person live as
fully as possible and to die with dignity. Bereavement counseling with both patient and
family is an on-going service and will continue as long as necessary after death. We will
be working with individuals and groups. One of our hopes is to offer support to children
whose parent has died. Often there are not at one time enough children in one church or
synagogue to form such a group. Clergy could let us know if there are such children.

"As of this writing, Montgomery Hospice has been granted a Certificate of Need by the
county, and the State Review Board will be making their decision on the certification by
the end of February. We then have to go through a licensing process for Home Care Agency



or license as a hospice, in order to give direct medical care. We will keep you posted
because it is possible you may want to begin referring families to us through their
physicians,

"Once certification is granted we will launch a major fund drive. We will be entirely
dependent on community support initially. Religious institutions can function as a direct
means of communication between us and individuals. We have already received much support
from various religious congregations. It is our hope that we could average $200.00 a
year from each religious institution in Montgomery County, giving us a basic resource for
those patients who cannot afford to pay for hopsice services.

"We look forward to getting to know each of you as we progress together toward a
mutual goal of better services to the terminally ill.”

(E;; EFFECTS OF THE REAGAN PLAN - Carmel Michie and Jay F. Sterling :>

Last Wednesday, March 4, we had the opportunity to attend a Democratic Policy Forum
concerning the proposed budget cuts by the Reagan Administration. The Forum was sponsored
by Senator Kennedy and featured speakers representing Education, Labor and Senior Citizens.

Albert Shanker, president of the American Federation of Teachers offered several warn-
ings on what would be the effects of the cuts on Education. The cuts would be most heavily
felt by the poor and handicapped; ironically, with this being the International Year of
the Handicapped. The burden for financing special programs would be shifted to state and
local governments, already seeking areas in which to cut back; the results would be in=
creases in property and other regressive taxes. Families with children entering college
will face the prospects of escalating tuition and other costs at the same time the govern-
ment is proposing to end the Federally funded student grant and loan programs. The loss
of the Federal subsidies in the School Lunch Program will result in an increase in the cost
of the school lunch to $1.25 per day. The quality of education will also be affected by
the elimination of the Title 1 program and the loss of 65,000 teachers' jobs nationwide.

Lane Kirkland, president of the AFL-CIO, has warned that a minimum of one million
jobs will be Jost as a direct result of the proposed cuts, including the CETA program and
summer youth jobs. In human terms, studies have pointed out the devastating consequences
of extended unemployment: increases in alcoholism, domestic difficulties, etc. Douglas
Fraser, president of the UAW, speculated that the administration and Congress do not under-
stand unemployment and the feeling of "helplessness and powerlessness.' Kirkland warned
that the much promised tax cut over the next three years will be tilted in favor of the
ipper income levels; families earning under $50,000 a year, however, will not see the bene-
fit of their cut after higher energy costs, etc., are taken into account,
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ourselves as to how these cuts will affect the well-being of our society.

SUB-STANDARD WELFARE GRANTS

(From Food and Poverty X e by Susan Tippett, Social
Concerns Unit of Catholic Cha

"On January 21, Governor . budget for fiscal year 1982.
The governor referrsd to his ling-the-line budget which main-

tains the integrity of vital state programs and services.' The advocate community has
serious questions as to whether it is responsible to say that a budget maintains the integrity



of essential programs when it offers no inflation relief to Maryland's impoverished wel-
fare poor and projects cuts in many vital programs benefiting poor persons. On the other
hand all advocates see this budget as a reflection of the political climate of both Anna-
polis and Washington and the growing sentiment to limit government spending as well as the
size of the government itself. There is a widening gap between the needs of the poor and
the perceived priorities of those who vote. Any realistic effort to increase funds avail-
able for poor people must take into account their own priority in the political arena.

""This is the time for all the advocate community to start building coalitions and a time
for people who have not taken an active political role to resolve to contact their legis-
lators and the governor to make plain the devastating financial hardships facing poor
people generally and people on welfare (AFDC or GPA) in Maryland particularly.

"July 1, 1980, Maryland's monthly AFDC grants were increased 11% (from $294 to $326
for a family of four.) In January 1981 food stamp allotments for the AFDC family of four
increased to $192. The total income for the family would be $518 (11.3% increase from
1979.) However, in 1920 the cost of living increased 12.4%, food prices in the Baltimore
area rose 11.6%, heating oil 22%, natural gas 13.4%, and electric costs 13.9%. The 11.3%
increase in AFDC families' income actually represents a decline in purchasing power when
you compare it to the cost of living increases above.

""The burden of inflation is heavy for everyone, but it is doubly so for Maryland's
welfare poor. Their grants are totally inadequate when compared with the state's recommended
Standard of Need. The Standard of Need is the minimum dollar amount considered necessary
for various size families to live in health and decency. It is set by the state through a
special commission appointed by the governor. The standard for 1982 is $696 a month for
an AFDC family of four, and is $330 for one person on GPA, Both figures do not include
food stamps rising.

"It is this continuing inflation and the inadequacy of today's grants which make it
imperative that we all struggle to have an increase in welfare grants included in the
first supplemental budget. Legislation will be introduced to provide for bringing Mary-
land's Public Assistance grants up to the state Standard of Need within several years.
This must have our wholehearted support. It is vital that we all realize that when a state
forces its citizens to live at a level which it recognizes as indecent and unhealthy, then
all the people of the state stand to suffer the consequences., We urge all our readers to
write the governor and their representatives in Annapolis supporting increases for wel-
fare recipients in fiscal year 1982 as a matter of high priority."
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From Lynn Brantley, Prince Georges County Community Ministries, comes the following
article, which appeared in Food & Poverty Notes, January 1981;:

"A chilling November wind will bring to Washington in January a Congracq‘and_ggfgzal
dent bent on huge cuthacks in Federal Food Assistance Programs. None is in more danger
than Food Stamps. Its visibility and high cost, public misconceptions about its bene-
ficiaries, and its symbol as a cornerstone of Democratic social policy all make it a
certain target.

"In the Senate, Jesse Helms who is an arch-conservative, will take control of the
Agriculture Committee, The rest of the committee, already very conservative, will move
further to the right. Qur friend George McGovern is gone. The llouse also is far more
conservative than last year, as is the Agriculture Committee, which is responsible for
Food Stamps. Votes there are expected to be close. Further, Tom Foley has accepted the
Majority Whip's job, and will no longer be chairman. Foley, too, has been a friend; the
likelihood of his successor, Kika de la Garza, doing the same is unlikely.

"The stage is set; so what can be expected for reauthorization of Food Stamps in
1981? First of all, the program is up for renewal in 1981, During the last 10 years or
more food stamps have been kept under the wing of farm legislation and guarded by con-
cressional liberals. For 1981, many of the liberals are gone, and the farm bill does not
kave to be passed until September. Food Stamps, because of its ceiling (CAP) of $9.7
billion, will run out of money in June or July (the project cost at current levels to
finish the year is $11 billion - $2 billion short of what is nceded.) Ve either face
a foodless June or July again, or reduced benefits to recipisnts so the program will
stay within its budgeted $9.7 billion - unless the CAP can be lifted.

"The first skirmish and votes will come through the budget process. This, more than
likelv, will be beginning in February. The 1981 tudget is expected to be $2 hillion under
what is needed, and fiscal 1982 spending to be at least $3-84 billion under (due mainly to
inflation); committees will be first and foremost looking for ways to cut costs.

"What are some ways Congress will devise to stay within its budget or even cut bene-
fits? Senator Helms is expected to get off on a running start and has made it clear he
wants to cut the program in half, and has even referred to recipients as 'parasites.'
l'elms, like many other Republicans, favors the concept of block erants, giving states vast
control over food assistance programs.

“Helms z2nd Reagan also could opt for an incremental assault on foed stamps. Some of
the potential changes that probably will appear and have good chance of passage are...:

“Reinstatement of the Purchase Price.Elimination of the purchase price helped to bring
in many rural § elderly poor who were eligible but who could not afford to buy into the
program,

“Tighter L[ligibility Requirements. Amendments could set lower resource limits or count
currently exempt assets such as a home or car., They also could count as income all federal
housing or energy subsidies.




"Ending Duplication of Benefits. This means counting the value of school meals
available to a family's children.

'Workfare. Torcing unemployed and able bedied recipients to work off their food
stamps often at non-competitive wages.

"Recoupment. Would require temporarily poor families who get food stamps to repay
them if they eventually earn about twice the poverty lcvel over a year's period. (IRS is
against this.)

"At a time when Congress (who also have their percentage of cheats) is feeling in-
flation and is thinking of increasing their salaries; the poor and the struggling are
being told that they will have to suffer and struggle even more. A nation that has moved
toward eliminating hard-core hunger needs to be challenged to give more to our greates
resource - our people.”

ST. MARK'S NEEDS LINENS
For years, St. Mark United Presbyterian Church has maintained a linen closet for
people in need. They are facing a critical shortage of sheets, pillow cases. and blankets.

If you can help, call the church, 530-0600, or Edith Ashe, 593-0816,

JURY SERVICE -- by Lon Dring

For the first time in my twenty-seven years of eligibility, the courts called on ne
for jury service, and on Monday, January 26, I appeared at the Montgomery County Court-
house, which faces on the Rockville Mall, to do my civic duty. 1I'd like to tell you a
little bit about that experience hecause, under the new one day/one trial procedure.
you will probably be called soon. The new policy means that a citizen makes himsclf
available for jury service for one day. and serves for the duration of the trial he may
be assigned to. MNow evervbody serves: there is no automatic excuse for lawyers, physicians,
and mothers with young chilren, who could not afford the previous two-wecek assignment.
‘Vhere six thousand citizens used to be used in jury duty, sixty thousand now take part in
this civic service. For me it was a great pleasurc to be able to observe something of
our justice system and to be a part of it.

About 140 jurors are called for each day, which means, statistically. every eligible
name will come up in a four year period., A number of computer patterns are programmed.
These are placed in a wire cage and drawn out before witnesses by one of the ijudges.
That's how the names are chosen,

First a questionnaire arrives which is to be filled out and returned. Later comes
your summons, with your jury number, You are instructed to call the court the day btefore
when a taped message tells whether your number is required to report the next morning at
the County Courthouse. That's as far as my wife, Jan, went in the process. You have an
opportunity when the summons arrives, and even after you arrive at the Courthouse, to
excuse yourself, Il'owever, an excused person must serve within the next thirty days when
called, and there is no excuse the second time.

I went as instructed to the Courthouse at 8:15 a.m., and followed the signs. Since
all 140 potential jurors were called in on the day I served, there was a bit of a line
outside the courtroom where we each checked in. By $8:30 a.m., we were all gathered, and
the orientation began. The orientation, which included a slide show, was conducted by a
very bright and friendly young man, called the jury commissioner (James Pearo). lie was
available to the jury all day long and did a good job of making our service there as
pleasant as possible, We were told clearly what our responsibilities would te if seleccted
for a jury, how that selection process (voir dirc) works, what we might expect from the
looks of that days'schedule, and a very nice pep » talk (sermon) on the meaning and value
of what we were doing,



. There were five cases on the calendar that day: rape, murder, assault. and two
civil suits. The defendant ir the murder case “"copped a plea,' pleading guilty to a
lesser charge, and two of the civil cases were settled out of court. B} 1:00 ﬁM, it
became clear that I would not be needed that day, and I could leave. Like every person
called for jury duty in Maryland, I received $15.00 for expenscs, which I was able to
take in cash. It was a good experience: good to be part of such a great American,

; . . . S
ademocratic tradition, and to serve one's fellow Cltizens; moreover, it was a pleasure to
see our County do it with such style,

FORUM ON "NUCLFAR WEAPCNS AND RELIGIQUS CTIHIICS™

On Sunday evening. February 22, 1981, at 7:30 PV, St. Martin's Catholic Church
will host a forum entitled, "“Nuclear Weapons and Religious Lthics.' This event is
sponsored by the Social Concerns committecs of Church of Ascension (Episcopal) and
St. Martin’'s, and will be held in the latter‘s church hall.

Featurcd panelists are: Dr. Jack M, tloll, Chief Historian, Department of Encrgy,
Lutheran Church of the Redcemer, Damascus; The Rev. Denise Giardina, Executive Secretary,
Fpiscopal Peace Fcllowship; The PRev, Richard McSorley, S.J., Professor of Theolczy and
Firector of the Center for Peace Studies, Georgetown University; and Dr. William Condit,
Faithersburg Presbyterian Church. John Caricofe, Social Minister at St. Martin's, will
moderate the program.

There will be ample time during the program for discussion. Youth groups are
cordially invited to join with the adults. For information, call John Caricofe, 948-1955.

PUBLIC SEMINAR ON DRUGS IN MARCH

CMMC helped form the Interagency Planning Committee on Drug and Alcohol Abuse, in
response to the Police-Student Report on Substance Use. The Planning Committee made recom-
mendations for a response to the problem in government, school and community. One of
those recommendations was to prepare a series of public seminars on misuse of drugs.

On Tuesday, March 31, 7:45 PM, in the auditorium of Kennedv High School., Dr. Robert
Du Pont, former Director of National Council on Drug Abuse, will speak on problems of
drug abuse today. With him will be a student and a parent who will tell their own stories

of drug abuse and remedial action.

In the auditorium, too, will be five booths offering opportunity during the evening
to inquire more deeply in one or more areas of special interest:

One booth will deal with Common Drugs of Use: What drugs do to your body, how you
spot drug use in your children, potential problems in the use of prescription drugs.

Another booth will relate to Drugs and the Law: Confidentiality, what it means to
get busted, what are the laws related to drug use, drug traffic, paraphenalia laws, legal
restrictions and responsibilities on parents and teachers.

There \\'ill he a t;oot}-. or Nawrantd Danw FCraiivme WAty +n £Arm -’-hem, how they help’ I—arent__
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PEARINGS ON UNMET SCCIAL NEEDS IN MONTGQOMERY COQUNTY

Two hearings on unmet social needs in Montgomery County will be held February 21
and 22, sponsored by the following organizations: Community Ministry of !lontgomery County;
Community Action Agency-* Council of Churches of Greater Washington; Emory Grove United
‘iethodist Church: Gaithersburg Emergency Shelter; Gaithersburg IICLP; Lcague of Women Voters
of Montgomery County: Mill Creek Parish; Office of Social Development, Noman Catholic
Archdiocese of Washington: PROP, Inc.; Suburban Maryland Fair llousing; a number of tenants'
associations; United Church Center for Community Ministries: YWCA.

On Saturday, February 21, therc will be a hearing, bezinning at 1:00 PM, at the
Emory Grove United Methodist Church, Gaithersburg: on Sunday, February 22, a hearing will
tegin at 1:00 PM, at the TESS Community Service Center, Silver Spring.

The hearings are plarned as preparation for budget decisions at various levels of
rovernment where the climate is one of fiscal restraint and reluctance to invest in
government programs to resolve social problems. The primary focus of the hearings will be
on the testifiers who will tell their own stories of strugyling on low income for a decent
life in the county: what are the major problems a family faces; how do these problems
affect their daily life: what people/programs (government or other) have helped or not;
and what could be changed to make things better. Also invited to testify will be agency
personnel who are somewhat removed from that particular struggle, but close enough to see
and to state what is needed to satisfy basic social needs.

It is expected that the hearings will provide an assessment of needs and programs
from the point of view of people who know them best, The hearings will also demonstrate
the human dignity of this struggle, so often unseen and maligned.

A hearing panel will be set to receive the testimony. The panel, which will be
changing at intervals during the hearing, will be composed of representatives of sponsoring
oroups and a variety of community leaders,

To sign up to testify on either Saturday, February 21, in Gaithershurg, or Sunday,
February 22, in Silver Spring, Call CMMC, 762-9407, weekdays between 9:00 a.m. and noon.
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The reordering of the federal budget presents the

church with a fresh opportunity.

C:%OR MOST ol two gencrations now, the government has
{ steadily moved in to deal ininstitutionalized fushion
‘m with human needs once relieved by local churches in
,i more personal fashion, As New Deal policies, result-
ing from the Great Depression of the 19305, have

permeated ot

congregation and a deacons” fund to meet the rental or mort-
cuve payments of unemployed members are an almost torgot-

wiety, food baskets delivered to the poor in the

wen miemory for the senior few, und totally absent trom the ex-
perience of most of the younger church. Growing government
farvess allowed the church. almost i ed, to stop exercis-
e s function of caring for physical necas within the commun-
. Most believers pereeived that sections of government had
expanded (o bloated proportions, but few noticed that a vital
aspect of chureh hie had atrophied, leaving the church less
robust.

The radical reordering of ceonor
pioned by o new administration in e o0n presents the

:s being chum-

church with a fresh opportunity to recover its fost role and re-
bunld its shriveled muscle, '
President Reagan's general promise that his proposed auster-
y measures would penalize only the greedy and not the needy
o> hurd 1o square with specifics betng mentioned as this issue
coes to press. Unemployment compensition, we are told, will

be catoffatter alesser number of wee! s are to be
Jiscontinued for entire categories of '« nis.

As such retrenchments oceur, o ¢ presented
with a made-to-order opportunity to
nvareness into action. Make =2 yo
seen luid oft work in your cc..o.ega
sensation cuts off, Budget to pick yy
amount for the duration of the need
“hureh family has received food stam
vide a functional equivalent il these
ment, moreover, Is rurning several

sused social
owowho has
1 their com-
nts in equal

‘.‘i{y than in most puns of the COUn“). ILoyuus 1y u DU uany
chureh, theretore, budget an amount at least cqual to your own
necds o share with a sister urbuan church whose congregation

will be much more deeply attected-—-as the Macedouin
churches gave tor the church in Jerusalem,

This is o canse around which all evangeheals can comitor-
ably unite. Those of more conservative political perstision
who helped vote in the Reagan administration have a buiit-in in-
terestin secing his policies succecds They will logically want o
pair the philosophy of less reliance on government with that oy
return to rehiunce on the church. Those of more hiberal political
inclination should now support the church in assuming those
welfive functions being jettisoned by the federal governnent
that historically have been the church’s natural sphere. (]




ACT OF (RE)DEDICATION TO COMMUNITY MINISTRY

-

We, the members of v y, are a part of the Community
Ministry of Montgomery County, in covenant with thirty congregations in this
county committed to be servant in our local community: to give food to the
hungry; drink to the thirsty; to take the stranger into our homes; to clothe
the naked; to visit those in prison; to proclaim justice in the gate.

Today, we rededicate ourselves to this mission and renew our covenant with
sister congregations to do community ministry in Montgomery County.

READER: Genesis 13127

LEADER: God, our Creator, you have made us for yourself, and our hearts are
restless until we find our rest in you. You have formed us in your own
image, and we belong to you. You have created us in and for relationship,
and we are lost and empty until we give ourselves in love,

PEOPLE: We render to you, O Lord , ourselves and our community. Open our eyes
to see the imprint of your image among us. Create in our hearts a recogni-
tion of the sacredness of each and every person, and build into our laws and
our rule your will for justice and mercy among people.

READER: Amos 5:21-24

LEADER:; The sacrifice you want, O God our Judge, is a broken and contrite heart.
The offering you desire is the wholehearted gift of ourselves., The music that

pleases you is the harmony of peace and justice and right relationships in
in the land.

PEOPLEs We offer our lives to you. Use us to provide liberty to the poor and
the powerless. With our hands, wipe away the tears from the eyes of the
‘mourners. With our feet, speed your succor to the comfort of the suffering.

READER: Luke 4: 18-19

LEADERs 0 God, our Redeéemer, you have brought Good News into our poor lives,
You have opened our blind eyes and set our captive spirits free., You have
accepted and received us as your very own.

PEOPLE:. O God our Leader, we commit ourselves to your cause and join in your
migsion to announce good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the cap-
tives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty the broken vic-
tims and to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor,

READERs Hebrews 13: 11-13

LEADER: O God, our Hope and our Promise, You call us out. You, who have given
yourself completely in service to us, have many services to be done, Some
are easy; others are’'difficult; some bring honor, others bring reproach;
some are suitable to our natural inclinations and temporal interests, others
are contrary to both; in some we may please you and please ourselves; in
others we cannot please you except by denying ourselves., Yet, the power
to do all these things is assuredly given us in Christ, who is always with
Us.
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ESTIMATED IMPACT - MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Reagan Administration Proposals

Social Services - D.S.S.

(Assuming a 25% across the board reduction of present service prograhs -
based on the Proposed Title XX Plan, DHR, July 1, 1981 - June 30, 1982).

Proposed FY'82 Reductions ' Actual FY'82

Individu. 1s Cost o Individua]s Cost Individu 1s Cost

15,343 $5,281,639 3,836 $1,320,408 . 11,507 $3,961,2

Socjal Services - Other

b4
<"

{Includes Mental Health, Mental Retardation Services and other purchase of
seryice programs in Montgomery County)

Proposed FY'82 Reductions Actual FY'82
Individuals - Cost - Individuals  Cost ', Individuals  Cost

2,855 1,319.310. AL, $329.828 2,141 $989,4

Food Stamps

(Based on current level of expenditures - proposed program cuts and
estimations based on 4% of the State recipients and expenditures)

Proposed FY'82 Reductions .ﬂ Actual FY'82
Individuals Cost ' Individuals Cost Individuals  Cost’

13,914 . $5,760,000 4,914 $1,740,000. -~ 9,000 $4,020,¢

Low Income Energy Assistance and Energy Assistance to Families and Children.

(Assuming these programs are "block granted" with a 25% reduction - estimates
based on State experience, with Montgomery County at 4%)1 :

Proposed FY'82 e Reduction » Actual FY'82
Individuals Cost Individuals  Cost Individuals Cost

15,390 $1,216,000. 5,130 $304,000 8,700 $912,¢

Medical Assistance

(Based on the "capping” of this program, the State's estimates of reduction and
the experience, indicating 6.6% expenditure in Montgomery County - actual
FY'82 individuals to be served is not estimated because some of the reduction
will result in ineligibility, but others will receive reduced benefits.)



Proposed FY'82 : Reductions _ Actual FY'B2
Individuals Cost Individuals Cost Cost
26,070 - 522,498,410 15,800 51,511,400 520,987.010

AFDC & AFDC - UP

(02}

(This is a conservative estimate in that many of the Reagan proposals have
not been finalized, these will have additional impact. Estimates were based
on Budget request for FY'82 with respect to individuals and cost - actual
FY'82 individuals to be served is omitted for the same reason as Medical
Assistance data.)

Proposed FY'82 " Reduction ~ Actual FY'82

Individuals  Cost Individuals  Cost “ Cost

8,176 $7,983,120 1,516 $305,000 $7,678,120
Totals o N

- Individuals are not totalled due to duplication of counts in programs.

- Costs |

Proposed FY'82 U Reductions - Actual FY'82

£44,058,479 ' $5,510,636 : . 1$38,547,843



Proposed Budget Cuts of the Reagan Administration

Current Proposed Percent Affects on Affects on
Program Policy Reduction Reduction Maryland Montgomery Co.
Medicaid 18,861,000,000 1,280,000,000 6.8
(plus additional 969 million
Fed. subsidies loss in state matching funds)
to public
schools 16,025,000,000{ 3,400,000,000 32.0 $38,728,000
Food Stamps 12,392,000,000 2,678,000,000 21.3 140,400 4,914
lose some or lose some or
all benefits all benefits
Special Ed, 10,400,000,000f 2,600,000,000 . 25.0
Assist. Programs
*ESEA Title 1 (These programs along with over forty others dealing
*Iducation for the with special educational needs will be combined
Handicapped into two block grants. " The total funding from
*Emergency School the Federal gov't would be cut by 25%, Administra-
Aid/Desegregation tion would be left to states and localities. The
*Adult Fducation individual programs would be left to compete for

the limited funds.)

Aid to Families
with Dependant

Children 6,115,000,000 1,182,000,000 16,3 40,980 1,516
(plus additional 1 billion lose some or lose some or
loss in state matching funds) all benefits all benefits

Aid for Higher
Fducation 5,019,000,000 803,000,000 16.0
*(Guaranteed Student Loans
*Pell Grants

Child Nutrition 4,125,000,000 1,763,00 4. $19,591,000 $2,816,357
*School lunches
*School breakfasts
*Snacks in Day Care

centers
CETA 3,955,000,000{ 3,955,000,000 100.0
public service jobs
Title XX 2,890,000,000 725,000,000 25.0 $14,125,000 2,496
*Adoption services 55,347 lose-all lose all benefits
*Child Day Care benefits

*Community Home Care
*Comprchensive Alcholism (These programs would be combined into one Federally
and Aldhol Abuse Pre- funded block grant. The total funding would be
vention, Treatment and reduced by 25%. ELach program would have to compete
Rehabilitation Services with the others for the limited funds available.)
*Comprehensive Community
Mental Health Services
*Comprehensive Services for
Mentally Retarded Individuals
*Comprehensive Services to Drug Addicts
and Abusers

(coNfHJ



*Comprehensive Services to Juveniles
*Nay Care for Adults

*Family Planning

*Foster Care for Adults and Children
*Health Related Services

*Home Delivered/Congregate Meals
*llomemaker Scrvice/Chore Service
*Information and Referral
*Multi~Purpose Senior Centers
*Protective Services for Adults and Children
*Residential Camping

*Services to Adults in Institutions
*Services to Families

*Single Parent Service

*Special Services to the Handicapped

Social Security 2,250,000,000 Would affect over six million nation-
(This cut would come in several forms: 1) cut disabllity insurance by wide

3%; 2)eliminate Social Security minimum benefit; 3) eliminate bengfits

for children of deceased breadwinners,who are full-time students ages
18 through 21.)

Low Income 1,850,000,000 463,000,000 25.0 90,000 5130

mergy Assistance ) would lose would lose
all benefits all benefits

tinemployment Insurance 1,231,000,000 60,0 cut in extended benefits

Unemployment 175,000,000 175,000,000 100.0 [All members of the services leaving

insurance for Ex-servicemen the military voluntarily after

July 1,1981 will ne longer be
cligibhle for unemployment)

TAA 1,494,000,000 §1,150,000,000 77.0
{Trade Adjustment Assistance) (TAA suppliments unemploymecnt benefits to workers
who are laid off because of increased imports}

Gther Cuts Ez.Departments:

NDepartnient of Energy: Cuts Percentage

*Synthetic Fuel subsidies 864,00CG,000

*I'nergy Conservation Program 310,000,000 39.0

*Solar Energy Research and Development 365,000,000 60.0

ltousing and Urhan Development:

*Rehabilitation Loan Fund 191,000,000 100.0

*Solar Energy and Energy Conservatio 149,006,000 100.0
Rank Program

*Subsidized Housing 42,000,000

Department of Labor:

*Black Lung Trust Fund 378,000,000 78.0

Department of Transportation:

*Urban Mass Transit Capital and 366,000,000 10.0
Operating Subsidies

*Federal Highway Program 244,000,000 3.0

*Amtrak subsidies 325,000,000

CortrtonitTy SEAVICES  ADMWISTRATION (c5A) 100.0



iscellaneous Cuts

'PA Water Treatment Plants 125,006,000

Conrail 300,000,000

Legal Services 321,000,000 (100% of budget for program)
Postal Service 644,000,000

Export-Import Bank 410,000,000

Foreign Aid 402,000,000

Totals:

*Total Federal Budget Cut for FY 1982: $48,600,000,000

*AFL-CIO estimate of jobs which will be lost directly attributed to the cuts: 1,026,000

Sources

AFL-CIO Department of FEconomic Research
Children's Defense Fund

Maryland Food Committee

Montgomery County Department of Social Sc. . ices
Montgomery County Publie Schools

National Council of Churches



House of Representatives:

1st District: Roy Dyson

2nd District: Clarence Long
3rd District: Barbara Mikulski
4th District: Marjory Holt

5th District: Vacant

6th District: Beverly Byron
7th District: Parren Mitchell
8th District: Michael Barnes
Mail to:

The Honorable

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Senate:

Paul Sarbanes
Charles Mathias

Maill to:

The Honorable WHAT WILL THEY

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. MEA N TO
Title XX Advisory Commission ®
Maryland State Board of Social Services




The majority of the money that Maryland
spends on Social Service programs each year
comes from the Federal Government. The

Federal Government has been awarding money:

to state governments this way for forty years.

The money comes to Maryland in the form of
"categorical" grants--a specific amount for
Child Welfare, an amount for Day Care, etc., in
order that states commit resoyrces in a manner
consistent with national goals.

President Reagan, in his economic recovery
package, has proposed two sweeping changes
that will have a profound effect on Maryland
as well as all other states:

First, the President has proposed the
elimination of categorical grants in favor of
a "block grant" approach, Block grants
are simply large amounts of money given
to the states without requirements on how
the money should be spent.

All of the Social Programs funded by the
Federal Government will be combined into
one block grant.

Second, the President has proposed a
twenty- five percent reduction in the total
amount of money going into the block
grant, For the State of Maryland that
means a reduction of about 16 million
dollars per year in Social Service Programs,

THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES
CANNOT ABSORB A 16 MILLION DOLLAR CUT
IN  FUNDING WITHOUT A SUBSTANTIAL
IMPACT ON SOCIAL SERVICE DELIVERY.

Programs and services which will be affected
include:
ADOPTION Services affecting 1,734 children

FOSTER CARE Services affecting 11,698
children

DAY CARE Services affecting 12,415 children
and their families

FAMILY Services to 39,680 families

HOMEMAKER Services affecting 6,390
disabled and/or aged persons

HOME CARE Services affecting
disabled and/or aged persons

PROTECTIVE Services for 12,527 children
PROTECTIVE Services for 4,367 adults
LEGAL Services for 7,048 people
COUNSELING Services affecting 8,233 adults

EDUCATIONAL and COUNSELING services to
4,860 single parents

18,814

In all 55,000 Maryland residents will be affect-
ed by President Reagan's budget cuts.

If you are as concerned about these budget
cuts as we are, you need to make your voice
heard by your senator or congressman,

Please write and let Washington know how
you feel. You can use the attached form, or
express your own concerns as you wish,

_, Member of Congress

Washington, D.C.

Dear

| am concerned about the effect that President Reagan's proposed budget cuts will have on Social

Services programs in Maryland, As a voter whom you represent, | hope that you will take my concerns

into account in casting your vote.







plan of reunion and saying that the committee members ''pledge ourselves to work hard
for its adoption."

Advocacy by committee members was proposed in more detail in reports of subcommittees

on planning and on interpretation. The subcommittee reports also proposed a call through-
out the two churches for volunteers to work for the reunion cause; and included a number
of specific projects to be carried out by staff and volunteer persons.

Representatives of half a dozen church-related organizations spoke during the session
here, presenting their groups' views. Among them were representatives of women's
organizations, theological seminaries, the United Presbyterian General Assembly Mission
Council, and conservative-evangelical bodies affiliated with both church branches.

LOUISVILLE, Ky.--Participarits in a social welfare ministries conference here protested

to President Reagan, in a letter they signed individually, the continuation of U.S.
military and economic aid to the ruling junta of El Salvador, and called for the immediate
termination of such aid.

The signers were among 350 members of the United Presbyterian Church and the Presbyterian
Church U.S. who attended the conference. The event was sponsored by the Division of
Corporate and Social Mission of the Presbyterian Church U.S., the Program Agency of the
United Presbyterian Church, and the Presbyterian Health, Education and Welfare Association.

The theme of the meeting was "That All May Be Whole,'" and the quest for human wholeness
was emphasized in all aspects of the meeting.

Organized at the conference was a ''Disabilities Concerns Caucus,'" the purpose of which
is to promote, encourage, develop, and support persons and agencies in ministry with,
by, and for persons with disabilities. The caucus was received as an affiliate organi-
zation of the Presbyterian Health, Education and Welfare Association.

Association officials announced that the organization's membership had doubled in the
past two years.

STONY POINT, N.Y.--Six major papers dealing with various aspects of ministry have been
approved by the board of the Vocation Agency for transmittal to the General Assembly,
Three of the documents were compiled jointly with members of the Presbyterian Church U.S.
and will go to the Assemblies of both denominations.

Most of the recommendations in the reports call for continued study and voluntary
application rather than legislative action. Constitutional changes proposed include the
authorizing of part-time ministerial calls; procedures for counseling ministerial candi-
dates on employment prospects; the establishing of an office of certified Christian
educator; and the approving of a '"designation plan" to help congregations and potential
pastors get together.

In addition to a general document on the nature and practice of ministry, the papers
deal with specialized ministries (ordained ministers in work other than pastorates); the
placement of ministers; steps to ensure high-quality candidates for the ministry; the
severe shortage of racial/ethnic ministers and ways to overcome it; and the work of
Christian educators.






Two dollars a day for total hospital care? This is the cost of medical services at the
American Mission Hospital in Tanta, Egypt. Established in 1896, Tanta Hospital serves
the medical needs of both the urban and rural communities in the densely populated Delta
of the Nile River. Annually, 17,000 persons are treated in day clinics and 3,000 people
receive inpatient care.

Dorothy Compton was appointed by the Program Agency in 1980 to serve as
general nursing supervisor at Tanta Hospital upon request of the Coptic
Evangelical Church. She writes of the conditions at the hospital:

"What does a patient pay at our hospital per day for a hospital bed,
nursing care, all meals, and for doctor and resident care? A bed in
a large ward is $2 per day. Even for this small amount the patient
usually has to sell a cow or some land to pay for the care as the per
capita income in Egypt is $240.

"There is only one deluxe suite in the hospital. It is a privaﬁe room with bath and air
conditioner and an adjoining sitting room for family or servant. The cost per day is $12.

"When admitted to the hospital, patients are furnished two sheets, pillow cases, and in
winter, blankets. Patients bring with them towels, wash cloths, soap, a gown, water
pitcher, glass, lotion, powder--everything."

The Major Mission Fund supports Dorothy Compton's healing ministry at Tanta, as well as
two other projects there. One grant is assisting the hospital in its outreach program
for neighboring villages. Major Mission Fund dollars are used for transportation of
personnel, health education programs and medical services. In order to meet increasing
demands for inpatient care, a new floor was added to the existing hospital building. The
Major Mission Fund provided $50,000 for medical equipment to help furnish the addition.

Closing her letter, Dorothy Compton adds: 'Please pray for God's miracle to take place,
for more equipment and the reopening of the school to train Christian nurses. Next time
I write I'11 tell you how we sterilize our hospital supplies. Can you imagine?"

On the other side of the world, the Major Mission Fund has enabled medical outreach to
another community of people.

Recent cutbacks in social services have been responsible for an increase
in the number of patients seeking medical help at the Westside Neighbor-
hood Clinic in Long Beach, Calif. After identifying a lack of adequate
medical services for the low-income families, community groups and
churches joined forces four-and-one-half years ago to establish this
clinic designed to meet primary medical needs.

Since that time, the clinic has grown. Brenda Parks, director of the clinic, reports
that approximately 380 persons receive health services each month. Primary health care
and general physicals are offered at the facility. More severe medical problems are
referred to other doctors and hospitals. Pre-natal check-ups and well-child care are a
luxury to many low-income families who can now receive these services at the clinic.

Westside Neighborhood Clinic was encouraged by the work of the Presbyterian churches in
Long Beach through the Long Beach Mission Probe, now the Presbyterian Area Ministries.
Grants from the Major Mission Fund of the Presbytery of Los Ranchos and the Synod of
Southern California have enabled this healing ministry to grow to meet the physical needs
of the community.






Laura saw great promise in his abilities and asked him to work with her in the
Adult Basic Education Society. Vincent left his shop in the hands of others and
began almost as a volunteer--receiving a salary no more than that of his own employees.

His parents were not pleased with this action, feeling it was beneath the dignity of
the family to have him work for such a small wage, The parents of his bride-to-be
even broke off the engagement to such an "irresponsible" young man,

Today, Vincent is director of the society and the star (television teacher) of the
literacy education through television series that reaches more than 21,000 students
yearly. An auxiliary staff of 1,200 trained literacy coordinators works with small
classes in villages throughout the country. They set up television sets to receive
the programs and then carry out the necessary follow-up classwork.

But, Vincent David's greatest help comes in the person of United Presbyterian fraternal
worker Ed Carlson who carries on the literacy work of Laura MacLachlan in Pakistan and
works with the Adult Basic Education Society.

Life for Vietnamese women living in Korea is hard.

Most of them took refuge there with their children

after the Vietnam War. They hoped to find the men
they met and married 1n vietnam, but many discovered that their husbands had Korean
families as well and, therefore, were reluctant to recognize their Vietnamese brides.

As aliens, unregistered in Korea, unable to speak the language, these women cannot

get adequate employment. They live in overcrowded refugee housing. Food is scarce.
Usually they have to settle for the barley-rice mixture provided by the Korean Red
Cross, which is only two-thirds of the acceptable minimum by United Nations standards.

Help for some of these women came from a young Korean woman, Hyun Hee Kim, who was
looking for a way to use her skill in knitting and crocheting. Hyun Hee Kim and Jean
Sibley, United Presbyterian fraternal worker in Seoul, Korea, went to see a Dutch
Franciscan priest who worked most directly with the refugees. He provided a place to
hold classes in knitting and crocheting.

About 50 women now have acquired this skill and are paid for the items they complete.
Jean Sibley is helping to find dependable outlets for the marketing of the goods as
the cottage industry expands.

A by-product is the opportunity for health care. Fraternal worker physician John
Sibley holds a free clinic for the women each Sunday. He treats simple cases and
refers the more complicated ones to places that will accept the women for treatment.
Some are able to pay for their medicines because of the work they are doing; those
who cannot pay are given it free.

Missionscope, (USPS 350-990) a newsletter for Presbyterians, is published monthly, except July and August and bi-monthly
in November-December, at 2457 E. Washington Street, Indianapolis, Indiana, by authority of the General Assembly of The
United Presbyterian Church in the United States of America. Editorial Office: 1935 Interchurch Center, 475 Riverside
Drive, New York, NY 10115. Editorial Staff: Vic Jameson, Becky Gatho. Second-class postage is paid at Indianapolis, IN.

If you plan to change your address, notify us four weeks in advance. Give old address as well as new. Please include address
label from last issue and send to address below.

Poslgmsler: Send form 35379 (address change) to Missionscope Publication Office, 2457 E. Washington Street, Indianapolis,
IN 46201.



His name is Matthew Chung Shing Lui and he is pastor

of the First Chinese Presbyterian Church in New York's

Chinatown. He and Mrs. Lui moved to Manhattan after
eight years of pastoral ministry in Hong Kong at the Hop Yet Church, related to the
Hong Kong Christian Council.

- His work in New York continues a style of ministry begun in China:
\ to express the Gospel with an authentic Chinese personality.
/
(or) "It is still difficult for western Christians to understand how
foreign the Gospel message is to most Chinese,'" he explains.
"Even the concept of the Trinity is foreign to our language and
“:’. our culture. We are a people that has experienced many thousan
"”"-:’ of years of history, culture, and thought. Writing the Chinese
\\ word for God is like drawing a strong
N tree. This illustrates a way of

thinking about God as the Great

Emperor, the one who dwells in a "——‘—"—‘
supernatural realm, always removed
from earthly cares.

"It is a challenge for Chinese people
to conceive of God becoming a 'mere
man.' As we Christians write the word, God, we often in-
corporate another symbol that introduces the concept of the
Son. But we must learn to do this authentically, other-
wise our young people will be learning biblical and \;\N
theological terms only, and the Gospel will not make sense
for their lives."

N\

Jesus

"This is a thrilling and effective combination of

resources--personnel and funds--to procl:  the

Gospel across hemispheres.'" Aulden and lL.... Coble,
united pPresbyterians who direct the Spanish Language Institute in San Jose, Costa Rica,
say that about one of the things happening at the institute.

This year, the Cobles report, the Eglise Evangelique du Congo will have a Congolese

pastor and his wife in the institute's training program. They are being sent to the
institute to prepare for missionary service with their sister church, La Iglesia del
Pacto, in Guayaquil, Ecuador. Financing for the whole operation is coming from the

Svenska Missionsforbundet (Mission Covenant Church of Sweden).

For 39 years, missionaries from Christian churches in many lands and cultures have
studied Spanish language and culture at the Spanish Language Institute in preparation
for service in Latin America. Sponsored for 30 years by the Presbyterian Church,
first in Colombia and then in Costa Rica, the institute was reorganized in 1972 under
a Costa Rican interdenominational board.

All of which makes it a good example of the way Presbyterians are doing mission
interdenominationally, across hemispheres.
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The Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society (EDCS) has AR

CThel 2

produced a filmstrip/slide set which describes its method T
of tighting oppression and poverty by investing funds directly with the X o
poorest of the poor in Peru, Ecuador, and India. The production, titled ST g
"Like an Inca Rainbow,' may be purchased from EDCS, 1062 Interchurch Center, o5
475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115. The filmstrip is priced at $9, -
the slide set at $40. Copies of "Like an Inca Rainbow' also will be available %
on a free loan basis from United Presbyterian synod offices.... <
=
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Seminary Sunday, when United Presbyterians give special attention to the
vork of the seven theological seminaries related to the denomination, is
scheduled for April 26 this year. Usually observed in the past in January,
Seminary Sunday in the future will be the fourth Sunday in April--coinciding
with a similar observance by the Presbyterian Church U.S....
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Two pilot evangelism and church renewal conferences, '"New Life for the New
Decade,'" are planned for the Synod of the Southwest. Made possible by the
Maior Mission Fund, the conferences are to include worship, workshops, and
ma,.r addresses. The Rev. Harold Daniels, director of the Joint Office of
Worship, will be the worship leader; the Rev. Cecilio Arrastia, the Program Agency's
associate for Hispanic Church Development, will be the preacher; and the Rev. Donald P.
Smith, general director of the Vocation Agency, will be the keynote speaker. The
conferences--March 27-29 in Albuquerque, N. Mex., and April 3-5 in Phoenix, Ariz.--
will serve as pilots for similar conferences to be held in other synods....

iy “arence to celebr:’ 7 " Ministry within the Uni® * ™ st
cnurch wiitl pegin October 23 in oyracuse, n.Y. The event will commcuwuiacce the Zbth
ann’-2rsary of the ordination of the first clergywoman in the United Presbyteriar ““-~-h
in  racuse and the 50th anniversary (in 1980) of the ordination of women as elde
the deno ition. Sponsored by Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery and the Synod of the Northeast,
the conf ice will include nationally known theologians and religious leaders. Among
them will be the Rev. Margaret Towner and the Rev. Rachel Henderlite, the first women
ordained to the Gospel ministry in the United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and the
Presbyterian Church in the U.S., respectively. Intended to provide a setting to celebrate
the contribution of all women, both lay and clergy, the conference is open to the public.

For details write to the Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse, 3049 East Genesee Street,
Syracuse, NY 13224....

The Church World Service program to aid Afghan refugees in Pakistan received nearly half
a million dollars in 1980. The total was $455,937, well above the $375,000 that had been
sought in two appeals to the 32 member organizations of the National Council of Churches.
The most recent figures received by CWS show about 1.4 million Afghan refugees had
registered with the Pakistan government....

Observance of Farm Worker Week is scheduled beginning April 27, with May 3 designated

as Farm Worker Sunday. The theme this year is '""This Far by Faith,' celebrating the 60th
anniversary of migrant ministries. The observance is sponsored by the National Farm
Worker Ministry, an ecumenical body made up of about 40 Catholic and Protestant groups....







# Overtures seeking to change a rule requiring all congregations to elect women
as well as men to church offices.

# A major assessment of the denomination's record and responsibilities in racial
ministries, with proposals including extensive structural changes for its
Council on Church and Race.

# Papers on urban ministry, and on higher education, both asking sizable
financial outlays.

# The election of a moderator who will preside over the Assembly and be a primary
denominational spokesperson during the one-year term of office.

# The election stated clerk for a five-year term as the denomination's chief
ecclesiastical officer. Thompson, who has held the post since 1966, has
indicated his willingness to be nominated again.

FOR GENERAL ASSEMBLY NEWS. . . .

Here are three ways to get information about the 193rd General Assembly (1981)
coming up this month in Houston, Texas:

d Telephone news of the Assembly will be available direct from Houston
in both English and Spanish. Three-minute newsphone summaries will
begin about 6 p.m. (CDT) Wednesday, May 20, and will be changed daily
at about 6 p.m. throughout the Assembly. For English language news
call 713-227-3430. For news in Spanish, 713-227-3432. Check your
telephone book for inexpensive times to call.

'

Highlights of the Assembly will be telecast throughout the country by
satellite on Saturday, May 30, starting at 10 a.m. (EDT) via Transponder
22, Satcom I. This special telecast also will include a new Video One
program at 10:30 a.m.

Presbyterians in these communities have arranged for the highlights
program to be broadcast by local TV stations in addition to the satellite
telecast: Pittsburgh WPCB-TV Channel 40, Saturday, June 6 at 5:30 p.m.;
Philadelphia WPHL Channel 17, Thursday, June 4 at 10:30 p.m.; and
Poughkeepsie WFTI-TV Channel 54, Saturday, June 6 at 7 p.m.

(For more information about Video One, write or call Bob Thomson, 1940
Interchurch Center, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115, telephone
212-870-2863.)

# The June issue of Missionscope will be the same as the wrap-up issue of
The General Assembly News. For distribution to congregations or committees,
extra copies of the wrap-up issue may be ordered at 50 cents each from the
Presbyterian Office of Information, 1935 Interchurch Centrer, 475 Riverside
Drive, New York, NY 10115. Orders must be received no later than May 13
for papers to be sent direct from Houston by first class mail. Be sure to
include names and addresses of recipients, and checks made payable to the
Office of the General Assembly.







When Hans Frick came to the United States from his native Germany, he found inner-
city neighborhoods in this country replete with abandoned, boarded-up houses. Frick,
an ordained minister with a degree in architecture, also realized that low-income
families in these same cities were living in sub-standard housing. The idea occurred
to him that abandoned houses could be rehabilitated and sold to low-income families
who otherwise would never have an opportunity for home ownership.

Project Home was the result of Frick's initial concerns. As
project leader, he coordinates the rehabilitation of abandoned
houses with labor from CETA workers and volunteers from the
churches and community. Unfortunately, the CETA program has
been discontinued due to federal government cutbacks for social programs.

After rehabilitation, the houses are sold to low-income families at the average cost
of $5,000 to $6,000 each--basically, the cost of the renovations. Low interest loans
are available for the new home owners with the help of the Major Mission Fund. The
MMF grant is used as a revolving loan fund to enable families to establish mortgages
through local banks.

The goal of Project Home is to buy and renovate one house each month. To date, 54
houses have been turned into homes. One welfare mother with six children was helped
to purchase a Project Home house. Because of this outreach to her and her children,
she is now off the welfare roles and is providing day-care service for children of
working mothers. Her story is an example of how the program is helping people to help
themselves, and the pride of home ownership is strengthening the community.

'"MMF gave us a boost in our work," says Hans Frick. 'Without this aid, it would
have been difficult for us to continue.' Project Home is a part of Linwood United
Ministries, which in turn is part of the Major Mission Fund work of Kansas City
Union Presbytery in the Synods of Mid-America.

Evangelistic outreach is growing in the remote areas of Egypt with the help of two
Major Mission Fund projects and the Coptic Evangelical Church of Egypt.

Christians in remote villages have a strong desire to remain active Protestants, but
the lack of leadership and Christian education has left them struggling.

The home evangelism project is providing growth for this Christian community by
beginning with house churches while moving toward the building of permanent structures.

The need here has been for transportation, since public transportation
is not extended into these areas. With help from the Major Mission
Fund, books and materials are moved to the house churches enabling
them to continue their community of faithful witness while the churches
are being constructed.

One church in Minia, a provincial city 150 miles south of Cairo, has successfully
formed 20 to 30 house churches in villages surrounding the city.

In more remote areas, the Evangelism Caravan project made possible by the Major
Mission Fund has provided vehicles, mostly mini-buses, to take evangelists into the
outback areas to minister to the Christians in the villages. The presbytery in
Egypt provides the full-time workers and the Major Mission Fund grant has been used
to purchase three vehicles. Seven more vehicles are needed and will be sent in the
future.






stop selling commercial air time, on which it had depended for survival. Two other
broadcast networks were ordered to merge with the government-controlled system.
Newspapers were forcibly merged, news agencies were amalgamated, and press and
broadcast organizations were told to recall their correspondents from outlying
cities.

The overall impact of the directive was to place all news media under complete and
tight government control. Before the clampdown, the popularity and influence of the
CBS had rested first of all on its news service. Its news bulletins were so widely
listened to that the system had a larger audience than the bigger government network.

The Christian Broadcasting System had grown out of work established in 1954 by a
Presbyterian missionary, the Rev. Otto DeCamp. It was operated by the radio committee
of the National Council of Churches of Korea, whose cooperative work is supported by
an annual grant from the Program Agency of the United Presbyterian Church. Today

the CBS in Korea is the third largest of eight broadcasting networks in that country.

Loss of its advertising revenue provoked a severe crisis. Facing the prospect of
shutdown, the CBS adopted emergency measures. Staff were reshuffled, the budget
rearranged, and all expenses cut to a minimum., Church support began to mobilize.
Without any campaigning, there was a very strong response from churches in Korea,
both conservative and liberal, to contribute toward the maintenance of the broad-
casting operation. An appeal to churches overseas, all members of the World
Association for Christian Communication, for help in particular during the critical
coming months, brought some financial relief.

The United Presbyterian Church moved to increase the amount designated for the
Christian Broadcasting System as a Major Mission Fund project in 1981 and also
approved the CBS as an Extra Commitment Giving project to extend support through 1982
and 1983,

Looking to the future, the CBS began organizing a permanent support base consisting
of member churches of the Korean National Council of Churches as well as non-member
churches. Dr. Kim believes "it will be a strong ecumenical body supporting the media;
in fact, we expect it to emerge as the strongest ecumenical body in Korea."

Faced with the necessity and the opportunity for developing new programming to fill
the newscasting void, the CBS is experimenting with ways for the Korean people to
express themselves about their daily life involvements. Programs designed for
particular groups--and encouraging responses from listeners--have been developed

for such sectors as the passengers and drivers of public transportation, housewives

in need of consumer education, aged persons existing without any interest or concern,
patients fighting against disease at home or in hospitals, teenagers in need of good
advice and ethical perspective, and mission witnesses who have experienced God's love,

Now that the political newscasts have been stopped, the Christian Broadcasting
System has set itself the task of carrying the 'real news" of the people, along with
Good News of the gospel, in their daily lives.

Missionscope, (USPS 350-990) a newsletter for Preshyterians, is published monthly, except July and August and bi-monthly
in November-December, at 2457 E. Washington Street, Indianapolis, Indiana, by authority of the General Assembly of The
United Presbyterian Church in the United States of America. Editorial Office: 1935 Interchurch Center, 475 Riverside
Drive, New York, NY 10115. Editorial Staff: Vic Jameson, Becky Gatho. Second-class postage is paid at Indianapolis, IN.

If you plan to change your address, notify us four weeks in advance. Give old address as well as new. Please include addreas
label from last issue and send to address below.

Postmaster: Send form 3579 (address change) to Missionscope Publication Office, 2457 E. Washington Street, Indianapolis,
IN 46201.



There is always plenty of daylight to brighten the desert

valley known as the Sparks Addition, near E1 Paso, Texas.

But the nights are extremely dark in the poor, outlying
area because it is not served by the El Paso Electric Company.

After fostering several self-help enterprises in the region, Presbyterian Project
Verdad began to concentrate on improving living conditions there. It is the first
such effort north of the Rio Grande to receive assistance from the Project and it
involves three branches of the Presbyterian Church in this country as well as the
National Presbyterian Church of Mexico.

A steering committee was formed with local leaders who were willing to cooperate,
and El1 Paso Electric was asked to refigure the $300,000 calculated cost of setting
poles and extending utility lines. When the difference between those costs and
anticipated four-year income was brought down to less than $10,000, Project Verdad
arranged interest-free loans from its funds and other sources so the residents could
pay the deposit necessary to start work.

An unforseen site survey was needed and as Bill Schlesinger, the Project's co-director,
reports, Presbyterians in the El1 Paso area held a rummage sale at St. Andrews Church.
The proceeds of $1,600 nearly covered the two-thousand dollar cost.

With all the obstacles overcome, the first poles were put in place in early April
and soon electricity, and light, will come to Sparks Addition or at least a part of
its 475 acres of sand and rock.

Somalia, one of the least-developed nations in the world, now

contains the largest concentration of refugees on earth. More

than 1.5 million, most from neighboring Ethiopia, have entered
the drought-stricken country. The impact of such a large influx of people on a
country already experiencing severe hardship is devastating.

Calls for help, however, have been heard. An Emergency Relief Alert sent to all
churches in November 1980 has resulted in contributions of $30,851 as of April 1.
With black churches leading the way, churches of several denominations in the Detroit
area, including United Presbyterian, have given about $80,000 for Somalia relief
since August 1980.

Church World Service, the relief and development agency through which denominations
channel funds, has been active in responding to needs in Somalia. Medicines and life
sustaining equipment costing $50,000 have been flown to the country. Doctors, nurses,
a midwife, and a nutritionist have been assigned to work in the area.

Church World Service has exhausted its funds for aid to the beleagured country,
however, and is now asking member churches for an additional $300,000 to continue
its assistance.

Boggs Academy, in Keysville, Ga., is '"75 and Quite Alive."

That's the theme as the institution marks its diamond

anniversary this month. In keeping with the celebration,
BOggs 1S engaged 1n a campaign to raise half a million dollars '"to enable the school
to continue to provide its unique experience of learning and training...."

Menaul School celebrates its centennial this year. The high school in Albuquerque,
N.M., related to Santa Fe Presbytery and the Synod of the Southwest, has served as an

educational facility almost continuously since its founding by pioneer missionary
Sheldon Jackson.
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Here are some facts that must belong in the record books: Some

hard-working people in eastern Ohio have, over the past half-
dozen years, made possible the resettlement of about 120 refugees from Europe
and Southeast Asia. Associated with the Refugee Resettlement Home in Youngstow
they have not sought government funds and, except for one case involving high
medical bills, have not even requested financial assistance from the denominati
The work is headed by the Rev. Sandor J. Farkas and is financed by Eastminster
Presbytery, in partnership with Catholic Churches....
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"Peacemaking is Under Way,'" a booklet containing program suggestions for doing
peacemaking, has been sent to all United Presbyterian congregations. The
suggestions are organized by four tasks of ministry: worship, pastoral care, -
study activities, and public reaponsibility and outreach. The booklet, one
piece in a packet of materials designed to interpret the special Peacemaking
Offering, is available, at 50 cents a copy, from Presbyterian Distribution

Service (#913-01-706), 935 Interchurch Center, 475 Riverside Drive, New York,
NY 10115....
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"Faith Sharing: A Conversation' is a 15-minute 16mm color sound film for use in
evangelistic events, youth work, and membership classes. Designed to stimulate discussion
on techniques involved in sharing the faith, it is a discussion-starter rather than a
how-to-do-it training device. The film was produced by Evangelism Program staff member

Jeffrey Wood and missionary John Ankele. It is available from Presbyterian Film
Distribution Centers at a $10 rental fee....

Three major religious agencies and the Advertising Council have joined forces for an
extensive advertising campaign to fight world hunger. Church World Service, Catholic
Relief Services, and the American Jewish Distribution Committee already were working
together as the Interfaith Hunger Appeal; this is the f*-st ti—- *-~ *J-==ti~i=~ Council,

a nonprofit group formed by advertising and communications inuuscriies, nas airucu in a
hunger campaign....

An initial grant of $25,000 for relief work in El Salvador has been apprc..d by

United Presbyterian World Relief, Emergency and Resettlement Services office, f.... ...2
Great Hour of Sharing funds. The grant is in response to a request from Church World
Service for $1.5 million from denominations CWS represents. Presbyterians may send

contributions to Mission Treasury Service, 905 Interchurch Center, 475 Riverside Drive,
New York, NY 10115....

A coordinated peacemaking plan has been developed for the United Presbyterian Church
and the Presbyterian Church U.S. 1In the 14 union presbytcries, there will be one peace-
making emphasis. The Peacemaking Project (UPCUSA) will provide resources and assist

the joint work. Funds raised in these presbyteries will be sent to Mission Treasury
Service in New York City. The Peacemaking Project also will assist non-union PCUS
presbyteries by providing resource materials, inviting PCUS persons to leadership
development events, and by interpreting the peacemaking emphasis....

The 121st General Assembly (1981) of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. will consider
adopting '"Peacemaking: The Believers' Calling.' The PCUS non-union presbyteries will
not be asked to take the special Peacemaking Offering, but the General Assembly Mission

Board (PCUS) will make a grant to the United Presbyterian Peacemaking Project of
$15,000 in 1981 and $50,000 in 1982....

Oops: An announcement in this section of the March Missionscope listed a filmstrip
called '"Like an Inca Rainbow'" at $9. The correct price is $190....
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HEARINGS ON UNMET HUMAN NEEDS

The political atmosphere created by the new administration in Washington filters down
to all levels of government., The climate is one of much greater fiscal care and restraint
and reluctance to invest in government programs to address social problems. In the State
of Maryland and in Montgomery County, there are indications of severe budget constraints
heing anplied.

On January 7, Comsunity Ministry gathered together a group of government and commu-
nity leaders who are aware of the problems of low income people: folks from Community Action
Agency, the Pepartment c¢f Sccial Services, the Housing Opportunities C ommission, from
HELP/FISH, churches, emergency shelter programs. The group shared the common concern that,
in the face of pressures to reduce the budget, the best possible case be made for providing
for the unmet human needs in our County. The decision-makers need to be made sensitive to
the struggle of pcor families for a decent life, and to be made aware that their decisions
can open or close doors of opportunity for these struggling souls. The group discussed

two ways of making this case. One way would be to gather thousands of names on a peti-
tion supporting these people in their struggle.

The other way would be to sponsor a hearing where the people themselves could tell
their stories and describe what their struggle is like. Invited, too, would be the pro-
fessionals - social workers, ministers, planners - who are somewhat removed from that
particular struggle, but close enough to it to see and to state in concept, program oT
statistics what is needed to keep on keeping on in the pursuit of a decent life. Together,
these groups could set forth subjectively and objectively the plight and the fight of the
poor in the County today. The idea at the January 7 meeting was then to consult expert
advice on how best to state the case of these people in terms that decision-makers could
understand and respond to. In-addition, the hearing was seen as an occasion for the
people themselves to get encouraged and organized to state their own case to the govern-
ment leadership. :

It was hoped and expected that material gathered at such a hearing would be useful
for presentations to the state and federal, as well as local, lawmakers. It was noted
that while we may seem like adversaries in presenting our case to County Council we are
colleagues and team mates in stating that case to the state and federal people. And the
group at the planning meeting came to see that the hearings could also be a means of
public conssciousness raising. To this end, the panel of people wheo would receive tes-
timony at the hearing was envisioned as a changing body, providing the chance for exposure
of a variety and number of community leaders to the human struggle in the face of unmet
needs in the county. Perhaps a questionnaire could be developed to let such panel mem-

bers tell what the experience meant to them.



The timing for such a hearing was discussed. It was decided that it was not neces-
sary to wait for publication of the County Executive's budget. The major considerations
were for providing time beforehand to organize the thing and for time afterward to colate
and analyze the material and to prepare a report. Tentatively, the group named the dates:
Saturday, February 28 and Sunday, March 1, afternoons and as long into the evenings as
necessary. One hearing in the Gaithersburg-Rockville area and one in Takoma Park-Silver

Spring were suggested.

As large as possible a group of sponsors of the hearing would be sought. While
government folk or agencies receiving sizable financial grants from the government would
be invited to testify, they would not be invited to be sponsors. Dozens of organizations

which work with poor people were suggested as sponsors.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25, was conceived and first spon-
sored by the Graymoor Ecumenical Institute, many years ago. They are joined, in 1981,
by the Commission on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches, and the Bishops'
Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs of the National Conference of Catholic
Bishops of the United States in publishing a resource booklet for the celebration. The
theme this year is "There is a variety of gifts but always the same spirit.” (I Cor. 12:4).

The booklet sets it forth:

"The diversity of the Spirit's gifts is not an obstacle to the unity

of the church. Indeed all such gifts come from one and the same Spirit.
They are given to build up the Body of Christ. They are meant to serve
the common good....What St. Paul told the Corinthians can help us in our
own efforts to overcome Christian division. St. Paul opposed the tendency
to claim God's gifts for self-glory rather than for God's glory. lie
insisted that every good gift comes from God. He deplored the temptation
to make God's gift a ground for self-reliance. Instead, he demanded that .-

Christians assert their continual dependence on God at every moment
and acknowledge that God's gifts are given for the common good and
the service of all, The variety of gifts received for mutual ser-
vice can be a bond of unity. If these gifts are appropriated in

an exclusive and selfish way, however, their very variety can pro-
duce divisions."

Ecumenism is central to the meaning and purpose of Community Ministry, so prayers
for Christian unity come natural and, perhaps, we have some obligation to call the
churches of Montgomery County to this action.

CMMC is sponsoring a prayer breakfast at 7:00 a.m., Thursday, January 22, at the
Rockville Presbyterian Church, 215 West Montgomery Avenue. Our speaker will be the Rey.
Clark Lobenstine, Executive Director of the Interfaith Conference; The IFC involves
as members four major tfaith communities - Protestant, Catholic, Jewish and Muslim. The
bishops and other chief religious leaders of some 28 judicatories, denominations or
associates have committed themselves and these four faith communities to work together
on dialogue and joint work on critical issues. Clark presently serves on the executive
committee of the National Association of Ecumenical Staff, and was director of an ecu-
menical community ministry in Louisville, Kentucky. He will speak on "Issues in Chris-




tian Unity from an Interfaith Perspective.”

Please let us know (762-9407) that you're coming, and we'll have breakfast ready
for you. You will be free to leave for work by 8:30 a.m.

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Martin Luther King, Jr.'s birthday is January 15. The day will be celebrated in our
schools and many of our churches, and on that Thursday, 7:30 P.M., in the Fine Arts
Building of Montgomery College, the county will celebrate the meaning of this man for us
today. The Lonorable Jessie M. Rattley of the League of Cities and Newport News, Va.
Council member, will be the keynote speaker. Entertainment will be provided by the
Montgomery County Youth Chorus, and the Francis Scott Key Creative Movement Club.

Wherever you are that day, you would do well to remember the words of moving rhetoric
and positive power spcken by that man of peace and justice when he received the Nobel
Peace Prize in Oslo,Norway , December 10, 1964:

"I accept this award today with an abiding faith in America and an audacious
faith in the future of mankind. I refuse to accept the idea that the 'isness'
of man's present nature makes him morally incapable of reaching up for the
eternal 'oughtnesss' that forever confronts him.

v1 refuse to accept the idea that man is mere flotsam and jetsam in the river
of life, unable to influence the unfolding events which surround him. I re-
fuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the starless
midnight of racism and war that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood
can never become a reality.

"] refuse to accept the cynical notion that nation after nation must spiral
down a militaristic stairway into the hell of thermonuclear destruction, I
believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word
in reality. This is why right temporarily defeated is stronger than evil
triumphant...
"I have the audacity to believe that peoples everywhere can have three

m?a1§ a day for their bodies, education and culture for their minds, and
dignity, equality and freedom for their spirits...."

ROCK RUN PRELIMINARY REPORT -- Lon Dring

P}ans are being made for an advanced wastewater treatment facility at the Avenel
Farm site in Potomac. It's called the Rock Run AWT Facility (after the creek that runs
through there) and is located north of the Naval Ship Research and Development Center.
(If you have the popular Alexander Drafting Company's Montgomery County Street Map
booklet, it's at and around 5B and 5C on page 37.) I have been named to the Citizens
Advisory Committee (CAC) for this project and am finding it is an interesting affair.
I am representing Concerned Citizens for Affordable Housing, more than CMMC.

The job of the committee consists of three major functions: 1) periodic review and
comment on reports m-'- Y- ct- o -oooteooso ™ ) oints for comment on the con-
sultants' work regar: impact, (b) alternative
locations on the Avei ve alignments of the convey-

ance system, (c) alt eir report on the preferred
locations of the tre:
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(2) A second function of the committee will be to be a conduit of information to
the public and especially to our constituents. This education/information transfer pro-
cess will be accomplished through public workshops and meetings and field trips.

(3) the CAC will prepare a report to the County Executive on the preferred location
of the treatment facility and conveyance system.

It's much too early to draw any conclusions, but I can make an observation or two.
Most (9-10) of the members of the committee live in the neighborhoods surrounding the
Avenel Farm site. They are, understandably, very concerned about the advent of an AWT
plant in their backyards. As a representative of CCAH interests, I understand my role
to be something of an advocate of sewer facilities because they are needed for more
affordable housing. It can be a rather awkward position.

In each of CAC's meetings, there sit with us almost a million dollars worth of
consultants, plus a half-dozen County and WSSC staff. We meet in the County Executive's
conference room in high-back lounge chairs around a beautiful conference table. (I feel
I ought to dress up to go to these meetings.) Each committee member has been supplied
with a very nice looking, fat, three-ring notebook, which is slowly being filled with the
reams of papers which are distributed at each session. I have been appointed by the Execu-
tive to several County Committees in the past related to issues of poverty, elderly af-
fairs, drug abuse, fair housing. It is interesting to note how different is the County's
attitude toward this last subject as measured in the time, talent, and money devoted to it.

You probably don't think much about sewers! But the fact is that these conveyance
systems set the patterns for human development in our County. So many questions are
answered before most of us think of asking them by the presence or absence of sewers.

If you are interesting in learning more about Rock Run, you'll have these opportu-
nities over the next couple months:

January 12  Public General Information Meeting, at Potomac Elementary School
January 14  Public General Information Meeting, at Brookmont Elementary School
February 23 Discussion of Site Topography and Conveyance Corridors, at CCB
February 28 Field Trip on site and €onveyance Corridors
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Fresident Ronald Reagan

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear President Reagan,

The cutbacks in federal spending effect every arena of living.

J I'm writing +to let you know the importance of an invincible

force that is keeping wheels in motion in our schools, hospitals,
charitable organizations and even in homes.

This entity gives of its time, talents and energy to the
elderly, the shutin with food, clothing and transportation.
This natural resource is a valuable undercurrent helping our
social structure. It's amazing how this under riding force is
Keeping organizations and homes intact, it is happening!

When budgets are cut the administrators and employees diminish.
This natural resource continues filling special needs. What
is thelir drive?

A person totally devoted to a cause will do double or triple
effort to accomplish a set goal. HMany times the bureauacracy
or salaried structure 1is a hinderance if they want recognition
of the project. The valuable undercurrent i1s not limited by
time or organizational structure. The goals they are working
for become realities because of their persictance, dedication
and determination. The goal eventually becomes a reality.

Why should I know? I've been a participate and involved for
forty years. This is an gxample of the undercurrent happening
within just the Presbyterian Church. On April 5, 1976 I suggested
to the Women of Northeast Florida we give 2¢ a day for hunger for
twenty years. To be used home and overseas. ie'd been studylng
hunger since 1967, writing letters to Congress to get WIC and
the School Lunch programs started. In 1975 I realized taxes
was not the way to correct the problem. It needed to be corrected
at the greaasroots level. It was time to give money to hunger.
The 2¢ a day scemed small to some ministers and chairperons,
they changed it to 2¢ a meal. 31ix cents a day doen't seem large,
but when I suggested the 2¢ a day our family was living on a
dollar a day because of a forced job change and double house
payments. I+t was also like the Lord told me to do 2¢ a day
for 20 years and everyone could participate. This is now being
practiced in many denominations all acrossed the United States
and in our own I’resbyterian Churches. Occasionally 2¢ a meal
projects get started, they survive for several months then are
picked up by other churches to keep funds coming in., This daily
awareness oped doors of personal involvement to hunger problems
in every community doing it.
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July 17, 1981

Mr. Morton Blackwell
Office of Elizabeth Dole
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Blackwell,

It was good of you to set up the economic briefing for
clergy at which we met on Monday.

With all the groups you have to coordinate, you have
quite a burden. If there is anything I can assist you with
in liaison to the religious community, please let me know,

I am enclosing copies of prayers I gave in the two
weeks following the attempt on the President's life which
speak to the hardship engendered by national service.,

Sincerely yours,

Rev. John Boyles

enclosures

jeb:ja



THE NATIONAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH MINISTERS

LOUIS H. EVANS. JR
THOMAS A STONE
CHARLES E REINHOLD
ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER
ERNEST E. LIGON
DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION
HENRY R MASTRON!

4101 NEBRASKA AVENUE, N.w.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20016
Telephone 202 - 537-2800

Prayers given by the Reverend John E. Boyles

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 1981

Minister: The Lord be with you.

People: And with thy spirit

Minister: Let us pray.

O Lord our God - even as we come before Thee with hymns of
halleluia in our hearts, waving our branches of palm and praise,
hailing Thee with loud hosanna - we know we have not 1lived out
that praise in our lives - and we ask, implore, O Lord, Thy word

of salvation- salvation from ourselves, from our own selfishness.

0 Lord, we would ask Thee to take our selfish hand, to guide
it to reach out to others, toward our friend in need, to someone
else. )

O Thou Creator God, Lord of all 1life, in this coming week, a
holy but hard week, O Lord, we would walk with Thy Son. We would
walk with him today 1in entering Jerusalem, walking on palm
branches, but walking then into a week of sorrow and pain, to a
time of agonizing meditation 1in a garden, to a solemn final meal
of fellowship, to a disciple's decision to betray, to tribunal
and tribulation and accusation, to a washing of hands and a
carrying of cross, to the clang of nails and a loud last cry.

0O Lord, Thou hast sent Thy Son to suffer, but to suffer for
all people, and therefore, for us. O Lord, in the suffering of
Thy Son we see, and feel, the suffering of all,

Lord, we would reach out to others. We reach out to families
sorrowing in tha sickness of those they love, sick in body or

soul or mind. We reach out in spirit to those lonely souls who
know not where they travel in life's journey. And we would reach
out to those who have come to journey's end and are ready to rest
in Thee.

Lord, we would reach out to all here today, touched as we
are by sudden threat to a leader's 1life and to liberty itself. We
pray to Thee for restoration, for Thy healing power in lives made
vulnerable by freedom's very principles. Lord, we praise Thee
and thank Thee for the healing power of Thy Creation, for true
miracles we often cannot see, in gift of medicine and mind and
will and spirit. ©Lord, move Thy spirit over fallen servants and
protectors. 0 Lord, that we had not to ask the brave to block
bullets of sickness aimed at our land's law and leader. O Lord,
that all might feel Thy healing powerj; policeman, president, and
pressman, agent and assassin. O Lord, give us all Thy healing
power, the power of THy love, Thy love which walks with us 1in
this week, this hard and holy week, in which we walk with Jesus
and say with Him, as he said to Thee: OQur Father, who art in
Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the

Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, forever. Amen,



EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 19,1981

Minister:” The Lord be with you.

People: And with thy spirit

Minister: Let us pray. _

0 Lord, even as we sing alleluia's here, there are those who
still lie broken in body, there are those whose hearts are flut-
tering in fear, those who have not congquered death and tremble
before it.

0 Lord, our hearts go out to those today who are in pain,
whose bodies weaken by age or accident, and who look to a healing
hand to reach out and touch them, to transmit a love for all
which Thou hast given.

0 Lord, our souls go out to those who face decisions on what
to do when rampant cells seem to rage against valiant 1life. 0
Lord, Thy wisdom i1s not earth's wisdom. So often is our earthly
wisdom wrong, Lord, so give us, and others, strength to number
our days on earth, with care and concern for the love of others.

0 Lord, our hands go out to help those who walk through our
nation's life on our behalf, as servants of ours and Thine
eternal order., We thank Thee for 1life spared by sacrificial
feeling, for life spared by medicine's healing, for 1life spared
by Thy Providence.

0 Lord, in gratitude we experience a bit of what we cele-
brate today as we give thanks for the life of the President and
those who protect him. Continue Thy healing strength in their
lives that they might continue to serve Thee.

And be with, O Lord, those who are called upon to minister
to those who cannot worship here today, those who rest and regen-
erate to continue to serve country but who need the gratifying
word and celebration of resurrection.

0 God, we are grateful for, and we glory in,the Resurrection
of Thy Son. Thou hast taken from the world the dominion of death
Thou hast left death 1tself entombed forever.

0 God, we do take clues from Thy Creation on this glorious
day of shining sun and fresh fragrance of spring, from flowers
unfolding and birds returning. But, O God, give us to see that
Christ's quickening was not a springtime arriving but a fullness
of time revealed.

0 God,the world everyday sense only a part of Thy revival of
life, and it comes to those of faith to tell that old, old story
of Jesus and his glory. O God, that we could witpness to others
whose withered lives could sense a new strength of revealed and
ressurected faith.

0 Great God, Thou hast given power that surged 1into solid
rock and rolled away that stone of materiality that blocks each
one of us present here, that same power which surged into feeble
flesh and gathered up body again. 0 Great God, we praise Thee for
that power, for because that feeble flesh 1lives again we too
shall live.

Because Thou hast entered the darkness of the tomb two thou-
sand years, O Great God, we fear not to enter it today. For there
we meet Thy Son, our Lord, that Figure of Light, robed 1in white
linen, spun on a luminous loom, and there we will be taken gently



by the hand, and walk together into life anew, where we <can in
eternity say to Thee, with the Christ who walks beside -
0 Father, who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom

come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us

from evil, for Thine is is the Kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
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September 29, 1982

Mrs. Elizabeth Dole
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mrs. Dole:

In February, 1982, I sent a scenario to the President outlining
the volunteer program of mothers in this community. The President
invited me to the White House Tuncheon for religious leaders on
April 13, an event I shall always remember. I met you at that
time.

You will be interested, I think, in the next scene in that
developing scenario. With the Teachers' Strike here in Detroit,
these same volunteers went into action and opened an interim school
here at First Church. The teachers are not paid. The seventy
children do not pay to come. The opening of each school day includes
the Pledge of Allegiance, a prayer, and a hymn.

A1l three television stations have highlighted this program,
along with excellent newspaper coverage. Murray Feldman (Channel 2)
did an especially good job. He had the camera begin with our church
tower and then move to a picture of John Monteith, our first pastor
in 1816. Feldman said: "First Church has been interested in educa-
tion since the days of John Monteith who founded the first public
school in Detroit. And now that same church is providing an interim
school. . . ."

We are pleased with this further development in the Private
Sector Initiative where we Tive.

Best wishes!

Sincerely,

& e



SCENE NINE
Thursday morning, Sept. 16, 1982. . .a year later

The faces look familiar. It is the same group of women, mothers who began meeting
months ago. They have lots to talk about as they gather. .the summer program. .the church
bus trip to Florida. . .the ice cream festival. . .

They plunge into a discussion of the school strike. No public schools in the city!
They are upset, concerned. But what can they do about it?

Maybe we could have a school here at First Church. But who would teach and what
materials would be available and who knows how long the strike will last?

Excitement mounts as the discussion continues. Of course, we can do it! Some of
these mothers have training as para-professionals in the classrooms. All of them are
closely related to the schools.

Plans are soon made. An interim school will open Monday morning. It will begin with

an assembly in the sanctuary, the Pledge of Allegiance, a prayer and a hymn. The hymn will
wl

be First Church's hymn, "Stand Up for Jesus. There will be classes for 70 children,
Kindergarten through eighth grade, gym classes, music, lunch.

The scene fades and re-opens on the following Monday morning with the boys and girls
jumping off the church bus. They will be spending the day at the church, their first day
of interim school. The mothers are conspicuous as the group divides into classes and

various segments go off in one direction and another.

Funding? The staff is volunteer and the church provides the necessary funds.

1 "Stand Up for Jesus" is the hymn written in 1858 by George Duffield, Jr., whose
father was the pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Detroit, Michigan.
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November 4, 1982

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr., President:

In February, 1981, a conference was held in Washington, D.C., of
which I had the honor to be chairman, on the subject of “"Government
Intervention in Religious Affairs.” It was noteworthy because it was

co-sponsored by the six largest religious federations or bodies in the
country:

The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.8.A.,
a federation of thirty-one Protestant and Eastern Orthodox
denominations with an aggregate membership of over 40,000,000;

The 1.S. Catholic Conference, comprising a membership of nearly
50,000,000 in the U.S.;

The Synagogue Council of America, comprising the Jewish
community of 5,860,090;

The National Assoclation of Evangelicals, an agency that
includes 35 denominations plus other groups comprising
altogether over 3,000,000;

The Lutheran Council in the U.S,A., a cooperative agency of major

Lutheran bodies in the U.,S., encompassing over 8,000,000
members;

The Southern Baptist Convention, over 13,000,000,

These groups invited other religiocus bodies not connected with any of
them, and the 280 delegates who met together for three days represented
over 902 of organized religion in this country, making it probably the
most broadly inclusive religious gathering in the nation's history!

What brought them together from a wide range of theological
traditions was their common concern about a pattern of increasing
government interference in religious affairs, 1 listed seventeen
evidences of such interference in my opening statement, which may be

found at page 16 in the proceedings of the conference accompanying this
letter,
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Some forms of such interference have since been halted by the courts,
others are seen mainly at state or local levels., But a few are federal
and still continue, and it is about them that a group of religious
leaders from the participating religious bodies would like to meet with
you to express their concerns, They are the following:

1.) One is a policy of government inaction that threatens
religious liberty and the very sanctity of conversion. That 1is
the apparent refusal of the Federal Bureau of Investigation to
enforce the kidnapping statute against the paid kidnappers of
(adult) converts to religious groups unpopular with the
convert's family. (This practice, called "deprogramming,” is
not limited to so~called "cults,” but has been used against
members of Episcopal, Catholic, Pentecostal and evangelical
groups as well,) We have taken this up with the Justice )
Department without success, so the next step would seem to be to
appeal to the White House.

2.) Another issue of great concern to all of us who have
missionaries working abroad or with marginalized populations in
this country is the possibility of their use as informants by
federal intelligence agencies. A recent Executive Order

(No. 12333*) setting forth the policies to be followed by those
agencies fails to prohibit them from using clergy or
missionaries as informants, (mis)representing their agents to be
clergy or missionaries or setting up proprietaries ("fronts™)
purporting to be church agencies. It is not enough that many of
us have directed our own missionaries not to let themselves be
used in this way, since that does not prevent other missionaries
from being used or intelligence agents from pretending to be
church workers. Even the possibility that any church personnel
may be “"tools of the CIA" endangers all of our workers in
troubled parts of the world, so it can be a 1ife-and-death
matter to us;

3.) Many religious bodies have objected to the regulations
adopted by the Treasury in 1976 which exclude church-related
colleges, hospitals, homes, pension boards, etc., from the
definition of "integrated auxiliaries™ of churches exempted from
filing annual informational returns under Section 6033(c) of the
Internal Revenue Code. Thus these church-related entities are
required to file such forms because their "secular counterparts”
do. Some institutions are refusing to do so because they are
integral parts of the church's ministry, and litigation is
imminent unless the matter can be resolved. A broad coalition
of church representatives has approached the Vice President on
this question in his capacity as chair of the President's Task
Force on Regulatory Reform, but the Task Force seems to have

*Several of the bodies represented in the proposed delegation are seeking
adjudication in the courts of the legality or constitutionality of
various aspects of this Executive Order.
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found the Internal Revenue Service particularly intransigent,
and so we are raising this concern with the President, since it

is more a matter of substantive principle than just a
simplification of regulations.

Realizing the pressures of your heavy schedule and its unpredicta-
bility because of world events —— as well as the similarly crowded
schedules of the heads of major religious bodies —— I cannot anticipate
that we could bring together on short notice all of the heads of
ecclesiastical bodies who would like to meet with you on these three
issues. I enclose a list of the persons to whom I have written inviting
their participation in a possible meeting with you, subject of course to
the exigencies of your calendar and theirs.

If you would be willing to meet with us for this purpose, I will °
under take to get as many of them together as possible, I think an hour

should suffice at most to communicate our concerns, and the details of

the follow-up can be carried on with whomever you may designate in the
Executive branch.

Your favorable response on this matter will be deeply appreciated.
Sincerely,
7 \/éﬁlﬁ'\ . k/.~_/'

William P, Thompson -

Enc.
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OTHER INVITEES INCLUDE:

The

Dr.

Right Reverend John M. Allin
Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church

James E. Andrews
Stated Clerk, Presbyterian Church in the U.S.

Bishop James Armstrong

Dr.

Dr.

Dr.

Dr.

The

President of the National Council of Churches

Harold C. Bennett
Executive Secretary of the Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist
Convention

Ralph A, Bohlmann
President, Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod

Arie Brouwer
General Secretary, Reformed Church in America

Robert C. Campbell
General Secretary, American Baptist Churches

Reverend James R, Crumley, Jr.
President of the Lutheran Church in America

Bishop Finis A. Crutchfield

President of the Council of Bishops, United Methodist Church

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser

Dr.

The

The

Dr.,

Executive Vice President, Central Conference of American Rabbis

John R. Houck
General Secretary, Lutheran Council in the U.S.A.

Reverend Monsignor Daniel F. Hoye

General Secretary, National Conference of Catholic Bishops and U.S.
Catholic Conference

Most Reverend Archbishop Iakovos
Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America

T. J. Jemison
President, National Baptist Convention in the U.S.A., Inc.

Bishop Nathaniel L. Linsey

Christian Methodist Episcopal Church

Rabbi Bernard Mandelbaum

Dr.

Executive Vice President, Synagogue Council of America

Billy A, Melvin
Executive Director, National Association of Evangeljcals

(Cont 'd.)
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Dr. Avery Post
President, United Church of Christ

Dr, David W, Preus
General President, American Lutheran Church

Dr, Kenneth L. Teegarden
General Minister and President, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
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In addition, the United Presbyterian Church has long-held policies
directed at the inappropriateness of incarceration for many offenses
against society. The 184th General Assembly (1972) said:

The reduction of reliance on incarceration must be accomplished
as rapidly as possible. State and federal governments, with the
concurrence of courts, must develop alternative means for
dealing with offenders at all levels of government....No
substantive social objectives are served by the involuntary
confinement of individuals. On the contrary, prisons tend to
contribute more to the perpetuation of crime than to its
correction. There is massive evidence that prison and jail life
are seriously destructive of the health of human personality.

Thus our urging you to pardon young men being convicted for
exercising their conscience is supported by several positions taken by
the United Presbyterian Church over the years. We are committed to
assisting persons wrestling with issues of conscience; we recognize the
individual's responsibility for bearing the consequences of such
conscience-based decisions; we find, at best, a limited utility for
incarceration, but one certainly not applicable in the cases of these
young men,

You have been unwilling up until now to take the necessary steps to
discontinue military registration. We will continue to urge you to do
so, agreeing with the sentiment you expressed to Senator Hatfield in May
1980:

But perhaps the most fundamental objection to draft registration
is moral. Only in the most severe national emergency does
government have a claim to the mandatory service of its young
people. In any other time, a draft, or draft registrationm,
destroys the very values that our society is committed to
defending.

Until our appeal to end regi ration is successful, I urge you to
honor those values by granting Presidential pardon to these three young
men and all others who may be convicted because of moral comnscience
openly exercised.

Sincerely,
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