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April 2, 1982
TO BE INVITED TO THE APRIL 13, BRIEFING AND LUNCHEON
Catholic Leaders

1. Miss Mary Murray
National Regent
Catholic Daughters of the Americas
10 West 71st St.
New York, New York 10023

2. Rev. John Catoir
Director
Christopher Movement
12 East 48th St.
New York, New York 10017

3. Rev. Brendan Larnen, 0.P.
National Director
Holy Name Society
141 East 65th St.

Jewish Leaders

1. Rabbi Walter Wurzburger
Synagogue Council of America
10 East 40th St.
New York, New York 10016

2. Rabbi Myrris Sherer, President
Agudath Xstael of America
5 Beekmamy“Street
New Yorkﬂ w York 10038

3. Rabbi ‘reenzweiqg, Presider
Council ewish Organizations
of Boro Bark

4616 1l3ths/Awvenue
Brooklyq/ New>York 11219

4. Mr. Marshall Wolke, President
United Synagogues of America
155 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York 10010

5. Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York 10021



April 1, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR MORTON BLACKWELL
FROM: THELMA DUGGTI!

SUBJECT: PSTI Religious Meeting

There is not a representative of the CME Church or the AME
Zion Church invited to the PSI meeting. The AME Zion Church
has an active membership of 1.5 million and the CME Church
represents approximately 1 million.

The senior Bishop the the AME Zion Church is Bishop William
Smith, a long-time Republican and staunch supporter of the
President.

I do not think that we want to overlook either affiliation.
Additionally, Barbara Williams Skinner has been invited to this
meeting. Her husband, Tom Skinner, is active in the religious
field, but to my knowledge Barbara has not been. Barbara is
former Executive Director of the Congressional Black Caucus

and a strong opponent of the Administration.

I would recommend that invitations be extended to the
following individuals:

Bishop William Smith .
AME Zion

3753 Springhill Avenue

Mobile, Alabama 36608

Bishop James Cummings
CME Church

5577 W. 63rd Street
L.os Angeles, CA 90056

Rev. Perry Smith

First Baptist Church of North Brentwood
4009 Wallace Road

N. Brentwood,.Maryland 20772

Rev. Perry Smith is going to be a Republican Congressional
candidate.



wdd A

T

“\

Hainline Evingelical

R

e — - —

,\,,f’? Frank Gaebelein Pemos Shakarian, Pecsine o \
=] - 3816 Lorcom Lane / Full Gospel Businessmen's Fellowship Intl
¥4“ﬁ Arlington, Virginia 22207 P, 0. Box 5050
< Costa Mesa, Calif 92626 _”__’—;/,,//
Carl llenvy, €=~ £m..c.;u‘(“w”y e S
3824 N. 37th Street e M/*Rlch*rrd NoGhiaus Masessi Syewoew Loymer

Arlington, Virginia 22207 ﬁﬂ 338 E. 19th Strceet

u“ 7i° New York, New York 10003

14 David Hubbard, peesiccwe
Co*;L, Fuller Theological Scminary LG [Cal Didier feesivews  Pmecvicawr Ywiaren
CDUQVA #7135 N, Oakland Avenue S/ﬁ/ Housce of Hope Presbyterian Church
Pl Pasadena, California 91101 7 797 Swunnit Avenue
;t Paul, HMinnesota 55105
Bill Pennell C‘;M“‘ ofr:\r"s‘f;_' e \V
o Fuller 1hcological nglnary Fon ) Letghton Ford
5 135 N. Oakland Avenue Chro® Billy Grahum Evangelistic Association
Pasadena, California 91101 Box 937 L5y Chngiarre mc

Montreat, North Carolina 28757
Jay Kesler, s, pena
5 V( Youth for Christ
360 S. Main P1 Y& Welton Gaddy, fasser =  jrcmerly w00
Carol Strecam, Illinois 60187 . Broadway Baptist Church S8 ij;: 7o

we
2\ 305 West Broadway

Covmind Ve
Steven Mott, Precessr = Lrmics Fort Worth, Texas 76104 ’
wo G Gordon Conwell’ 3
130 Essex
South Hamilton, Mass (01982 %Jg,d;Marse Crant, Lo ; "
4% " MBiblical Recorder'- Beoprar Tage- For
laddon Robinson, #rcsiccar P. 0. Box 26568 /e
G oM Conservative Baptist Theological Raleigh, North Carolina 27611
- Seminary
P. 0.  Box 10000
University Park Station ' Bill Pinson
Denver, Colorado 80210 President
S Y Golden Gate Baptist Theological
o William S. (Bill) Banowsky Seminary
’ﬁa:zg;\ Prestdent CL%AAULQA““’CL o¢ Cheiia Strawberry Point
1 University of Oklahoma Mill Valley, Californla 94941

Norman, OklJahoma 73019

James Alfred Smith (Blacx- Fomen),

Allen Temple Baptist Church “Euh.p
No¥d 3500 A Street Calleqe

Oakland, California 95621 P o)

Jinn Johnson, EA D
@qi National Association of Lvangelicals

( Box 28
Wheaton, Illinois 60187



Ecimnenical

Spurgcon Dunnan 111
United Methodist Reporter
P. 0. Box 221076

Dallas, Texas 75222

Ken Tecgarden
(Christian Church)
222 S. Downey Avenue
Box 1986

Indianapolis, Indiana 46206

>hn (Jack) Allin
ipiscopal Church)
15 Second Avenue

ar- York, New York 10017

((ibson Winter

(Episcopal Church)

111 N. Main

Pennington, New Jersey (08534

Cynthia Wedel

4300 Fillmore Avenue
Alexandria, Virginla 22311
Dean Krister Stendahl

Harvard Theological Review

45 Francis Avenue

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138

Robert McAfee Brown
(United Presbyterian)
99 Clarcmont Avenue

New York, New York 10027

Don Shriver
Union Theological Seminary
Broadway and 120th

New York, New York 10012

#illiam Phelps (Bi11) Thompson
(Presbyterian)
475 Riverside Drive

New York, New York 10027

William Stanley Carey
United Church of Chirist

Box 30, Circleville, Ohio 43113

Claire Randall
Council of Churches
475 Riverside Drive

New York, New York 10027
Bill Howard
JIJ? Council of Churches
475 Riverside Drive
New York, New York 10027
Zan Bolmes CBincw , Prefrdser

P, 0. Box 7170
Dallas, Texas

75209

Art Simon . E?L-D.r,;r“
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Harvey Cox.

Vy{( Harvard
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Cambridge, Massachusetts
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! ~ Swifr Hall

460 University of Chicago
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Vﬁ/Dr. John Alexander

T President

0 Inter-Varsity Christian
Fellowship
233 Langdon Street
Madison WI 53703

0

A

A

a

«ﬁ/The Rt. Rev., John M. Allin
0 Episcopal Church

A 815 Second Avenue

A New York NY 10017

/ng'. R. H. Anderson

T Director

0 Christian Embassy

A 2009 N. 14th Street

A
A

Sulte 303
Arlington VA 22201

Bishop Vinton Anderson

African Methodist
Episcopal Church

7748 Peach Tree Lane

St. Louis MO 63130

Dr, James Andrews
Presbyterian Church, US
341 Ponce de Leon Avenue
Atlanta G _030¢
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Dr. Hudson Armerding
President

Wheaton Colleage
Wheaton IL 60187

Dr. Myron Augsburger
Mennonite Church
3051 N Street, NW
Washington DC 20007

t
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Mr. Jim Bakker
President

PTL Club

Charlotte NC 28211

Mr. Jerry Ballard
World Relief Corp.
P. 0. Box WRC

Wheaton IL 60187
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Dr. Vernon Barr
American Baptist Assn.
1917 Shortal Drive
Dallas TX 75217

Mr. John T. Bass

President '

Christian Booksellers Convention
2670 Venetucei Blvd.

Colorado Springs CO 80901

Rabbi David Ben-Ami
American Forum for Jewish
0 Christian Cooperation

A P+—0+—Box—2805 Y077 Montfport D,
A SaSHIMEtomr—Be—206+3
2 o
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Jﬁ Dr. George Benson
T President

0 Harding University
A Box 760

A Search AR 72143

vz Mr. Julius Berman
O Union of Orthodox Jewish Cong.
A 45 W. 36th Street
A New York NY 10038

V%er. Bob Billings

0 Dept. of Education

A 400 Maryland Avenue, SW
A Washington DC 20202

Vg Dr. B. Robert Biscoe
0 American Council of Christian
0 Churches
A P O Box 816
A Valley Forge PA 19482

e

‘#/Mr. Stephen Board

T Executive Editor

0 Eternity

A 1716 Spruce Street

A Philadelphia PA 19103

e
vﬁ’Dr. Ralph Bohlmann

T President

0 Lutheran Church-Missourl Synod
A 500 N. Broadway

A St. Louis MO 63102

e

f Mr. Bill Bright .
0 Campus Crusade for Christ
A Arrowhead Springs
A San Bernardino CA 92414
e

f The Rev. William Brink
O Christian Reformed Church
A 2850 Kalamazoo Avenue, SE
A Grand Rapids MI 49560

Jﬁ Rev. Arie Brouwer
0 Reformed Church in America
A 475 Riverside Drive

A New York NY 10115
a






Mr. Herd Ellingwood

1120 Vermont Avenue, NW
Washington DC 20419

Dr. Ted L. Engstroi
Executive Director
World Vison Intern:
919 W. Huntington |
Monrovia CA 91016

Rev. Mike Evans
Friends of Israel
P O Box 709
Bedford TX 76021

Rev. Jerry Falwell
The Moral Majority
500 Alleghany Avenue
Lynchburg VA 24501

Rev. Del Fehsenfeld
Life Action Ministries
Buchannan MI 49107

Bishop Homer E. Finger
United Methodist Church
P O Box 11869

Knoxville TN 37919

Elder J. Thomas Fyans
Church of Jesus Christ
Latter Day Saints

Salt Lake City UT 84111

Rev. John Gimenez

Rock Church

640 Kempsville Road
Virginia Beach VA 23464

Dr. Billy Graham
1300 Harmon Place
Minneapolis MN 55403

Mr. Robert Hancock
World Service Association

Washington DC 20006

Dr. Carl Henry
3824 37th Street, North
Arlington VA 22207

Archbishop James Hickey
Archbishop of Washington
Washington DC 20017

Rev. E. V. Hill
Missionary Baptist Church
1300 E. 50th Street

A, Los Angeles CA 90011
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50 East North Temple Street

Merit Systems Protection Board

1800 K Street, NW, Suite 801
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~ WM Dr. Jay Kesler

0 Youth for Christ International
A P O Box 419
A Wheaton IL 60187

b/g Dr. Louis King

0 Christian & Missionary Alliance
A Box C X
A Nyack NY..10860

lewed
f% Rev. Kenneth é&%:i::&&- L

A 2930 Woodward Avenue
A Detroit MI 48201
-7 e
N Dr. William Kohn
0 Assn. of Evangelical Lutheran
0 Churches
A 12015 Manchester Road
A St. Louis MO 63131

0 Family Life Seminars

A 2100 Greenfield Drive (.{k/o 02\ :Z 7

A E1 Cajon CA 92021

Vs Rev. Tim LaHay e ;7( 7/

vk N Msgr. Francis Lally
0 Dept. of Social Development
0 and World Peace
A U, S. Catholic Conference
A 1312 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

F/;/Washington DC 20005
Mr. G \ Colse
Exeﬁﬁigggﬁ;géjgﬁzr Chovles .
O Prison Fellowship [ﬂ

A P O Box 40562
A Washington DC 20036

=
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Vﬁ/Dr. Warren Magnuson
0 Baptist General Conference
A 2002 S. Arlington Hts. Rd.
A Arlington Heights IL 60005

vg Most Rev. Torkom Manoogian
0 Armenian Church of America
A 630 Second Avenue
A New York NY 10016

Vg Mr. Edward McAteer
0 Religious Roundtable
A 1500 Wilson Blvd.
A Arlington VA 22209
e
Dr. Thomas A. McDill
0 Evangelical Free Church of
0 America
A 1515 E, 66th Street
A Minneapolis MN 55423

’% Dr. Robert MecIntyre
O Wesleyan Church
A P O Box 200
A Marion ID 46952
C]
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Mr. Ted Pantaleo
National Unity Inc.
5029 Clairmont Court
Virginia Beach VA 23462

e
i,x/éishop J. 0. Patterson

0
A

Church of God in Christ
272 S. Main Street

A Memphis TN 38301
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Criswell Bible College
525 North Irving Avenue
Dallas TX 75219

.Dr., Norman Vincent Peale

P

Foundation for Christian
Living
Pawling NY 12564

Dr. Bill Pennell

Southwide Baptist Fellowship
923 Valley Brook Road
Decatur GA 30333

Dr. James A. Petersen
Christian Medical Society
5 Wingate Road

Lexington MA 02173

Mr. Edward Plowman

Publisher

Washington & World
Religion Report

Washington Bullding

Washington DC 20005

Mr. Julius B, ngigézgo“

Christian Legal Society

McCarter & English

550 Broad Street

Newark NJ 07102

Dr. Avery Post

United Church of Christ
105 Madison Avenue
New.York NY 10016

Dr. David Preus

The American Lutheran Church
4223 S. Fifth Street
Minneapolis MN 55415

Dr. Claire Randall

National Council of Churches
475 Riverside Drive

New York NY 10115

Dr. Oral Roberts
7777 S. Lewis
Tulsa OK 47174
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Dr. Bailey Smith
President y%?/

Southern Baptist Convention

Del City OK 73155

Mr. Wallace Smith

Reorgainized Church of
Latter Day Saints

The Auditorium
Independence MO 64051

Mr. Charles Stanley
First Baptist Church

754 Peachtree Street, NE
Atlanta GA 30308
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Dr. George Sweeting
President

Moody Bible Institute
820 North LaSalle
Chicago IL 60610

Most Rev. Joseph Tawil
Melkite Rite

19 Dartmouth Street
Newton MA 02165

Mr. Metropolitan Theodosius

Orthodox Church in America

Rt. 254, Box 175
Syosset NY 11791

Rev. William Thompson

United Presbyterian Church

in United States
475 Riverside Drive
New York NY 10027

Mr. Robert Walker
Editor

Christian Life

369 E. St. Charles Road
Wheaton IL 60187

Mr. James M. Wall
Christian Century
407 S. Dearborn Street
Chicago IL 60605

Mr. James Watt
Secretary

Department of Interior
Washington DC 20240

Bishop Thomas Welsh
Arlington Diocese
Chancery Office

200 North Glebe Road
Arlington VA 22203

Rev. Cleveland Williams
Church of God in Christ,
170 Adelphia Street
Brooklyn NY 11205

Intl.









THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

THQSE THAT DID NOT ATTEND THE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS LEADERS MELETING
April 13, 1982.

Mr. John McLeish, President

Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship

233 Langdon Street .
Madison, WI 53703 .

Dr. James Andrews
Presbyterian Church, U.S.
341 Ponce de Leon Avenue
Atlanta, GA 30308

Dr. Vernon Barr

American Baptist Association
1917 Shortal Drive

Dallas, TX 75217

Bishop Voy M. Bullen

The Church of God

2504 Arrow Wood Drive, S.E.
Huntsville, AL 35803 °

Mr. Ted DeMoss, President
Christian Businessmen's Committee
of the USA : , _ - -
P.0O. Box 3380
Chattanooga, TN 37404

The Most Reverend Thomas Dulinay

St. Mary's Byzantine Catholic Cathedral
Bishop of the Carpatho-Russian Diocese of
Van Nuys

van Nuys, California 91409

Dr. Ted L. Engstrom
Executive Director

World Vision International
919 W. Huntington Drive
Monrovia, CA 91016

The Reverend Billy Graham
1300 Harmon Place
Minneapolis, MN 55403
e X e
His Eminence The Most Reverend James Hickey
Archblahop of Washlngton

Washlngton, D.C. _~20017

The Reverend E.V. Hill

Missionary Baptist Church
1300 E. 50th Street
Los Angeles, CaA 90011




The Reverend Daniel Hoye

National Conference of Catholic Bishops
1312 Massachusetts Avenue

Washington, D.C. 20005

The Reverend J.H. Jackson
"National Baptist Convention
405 East 35th St. .
Chicago, Ill. 60616

Dr. Jay Kesler A

Youth for Christ International
P.O. Box 419

Wheaton, Illinois 60187

The Reverend Tim Lahaye
Family Life Seminars
2100 Greenfield Drive
El Cajon, CA 92021

Mr. GQrdon Loux
Executive Director

Prison Féllowship
P.0.~Box 40562

Wachington, D.)C. 20036
Dr. Warren Magnuson
Baptist General Conference

2002 S. Arlington Heights Road
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005

The Reverend Carl Mischlee
Wisconsin Evangélical Luthern Synod
3512 West North Avenue

Milwaukee, WI 53208

The Reverend Luis Palau

Luis Palau Evangelistic Association
3512 W. North Avenue

Milwaukee, WI 53208

Bishop J.0. Patterson
Church of God in Christ
272 S. Main St.
Memphis, TN 38208

Dr. Norman Vincent Peale
Foundation for Christian Living
Pawling, N¥ 12564




Dr. David Preus

The American Lutheran Church
4223 S. 5th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55415

Dr. Oral Roberts
777 S. Lewis
Tulsa, OK 47174

The Most Reverend Philip Saliba

Archbishop of the Antiochian Orthodox Church -
- 358 Mountain Road

Englewood, NJ 07631

The Reverend J.C. Sams

National Baptist Convention of America
954 Kings Road

Jacksonville, FL 32204

The Reverend David Schoch
Bethany Missionary Association
2209 East 6th Street

Long Beach, Ca 90814

Dr. George Sweeting

President, Moody Bible Institute
820 N. LaSalle

Chicago, Illinois 60610

The Most Reverend Theodosius

Metropolitan of the Orthodox Church in America
Rt. 25A, Box 175

Syosset, NY 11791

Mr. James M. Wall
Christian Century

407 S. Dearborn Street
Chicago, Illinois 60605

Dr. Paige Patterson
Criswell Bible College
525 N. Irving Avenue
Dallas, TX 75219

Reverend Brendan Laren, 0.P., National Director
Holy Name Society

141 East 65th Street

New York, NY 10021



Rabbi Walter Wurzburger
President '
Sunagogue Council of America
10 East 40th Street

New York, NY -~ 10016

Rabbi Jacob Hecht
Lubavitch :

824 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11213



THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERlCAMM«./
3080 BROADWAY * NEW YORK, NEW YORHK 10027 P /(/
212 RIVERSIDE 9:8000 . -
VRV
April 30, 1982

My dear Mr. President:

I want to express to you my heartfelt thanks for inviting me to participate
in the luncheon on April 13 at the White House for religious leaders,
Your remarks there were most moving and inspiring. I hope that your
program will be successfully realized, You can, as wusual, count on

" my full and enthusiastic support, You will remember, I hope, that
under the inspiration of our mutual friend, Al Spiegel, I was the first
rabbi to endorse your candidacy in New York primary. Since then I have
watched with admiration and delight your efforts to inspire America to
realize its greatness, I was especially delighted and touched that
you and your staff took so much pain to satisfy the peculiar ritual
dietary needs of the Jewish guests at the luncheon, To use an old
cliche-~only in America could that have happened.

I also attended at your invitation the ceremony in the White House
commemorating the Warsaw Ghetto uprising. Your remarks then were
inspiring and moving. More power to you!

If there is any way that I can be of service to you and/or your
administration I would consider it a honor to respond,

With great admiration and respect, I remain,

Yoyts very ; truly,

(Rabbi)Seymour Siegel
Ralph Simon Professor of Ethics and
Theology

The Hon. Ronald Reagan

The President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D. C.















THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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MEMORANDUM FOR LOESJE EDWARDS

FROM: Carolyn Sundseth
Morton Blackwell's office

SUBJECT: Pictures of 4-13-82 Event

I have been trying for two months to get
pictures of the briefing for religious
leaders held April 13. I have tried you,
the Social office, and anyone else someone
thought might help.

I finally got a black and white one from
Elizabeth Dole's office (where theyall may
have gone but no one admits that).

The number is 13Ap82 7421-19 and says
PLEASE CREDIT THIS PHOTO KARL SCHUMACHER
THE WHITE HOUSE.

I could certainly use a colored one of this
same picture for the people who have asked
for a copy (at least three). If there are
others available now that I have a number,
I would appreciate seeing them. .



] THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretiﬁy

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE / April 13, 1982

//’(;;;;;;S OF THE P DENT
AT LUNCHEON WITH

NATIONAL RELIGIOUS LEADERS

“wahe“SEate'DfﬁIHE Room
12:09 A.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Welcome to the White House. I almost
didn't get up here. I'm so used to being an after lunch speaker that --
(laughter) -- before lunch as a speaker threw me.

I have just some brief remarks here and then after we get
through eating, why we'll have something of a dialogue instead of a
monologue.

We just celebrated the happiest and holiest holidays of the
Christian faith and we're in the sixth day of the eight days of Passover,
a reminder of our nation's Judeo-Christian tradition.

Today America is in the midst of a period of reevaluation
about the role of our fundamental institutions, what functions are
within the proper sphere of government, which of those should be left
at state and local levels, how much can government tax before it
infringes on our citizens' freedom and damages the economy's ability
to grow and prosper.

For -some time now I've been convinced that there is a
great hunger on the part of our people for a spiritual revival in this
land. There is a role for churches and temples that -- just as there has
been throuchout our history. They were once the center of community
activity, the primary source of help for the less fortunate, with the
churches that ran orphanges, homes for.the elderly, other vital services.

As late as 1935, at the depth of the Great Pepression, a
-uwwotantial portion of all charity was sponsored by religious institutions.
And today, as we all know, the field seems to have been co-opted by
government.

The story of the Good Samaritan has always illustrated to
me what God's challenge really is, the injured pilgrim lying by the
roadside, those who passed by and then the one man, the Samaritan, who
crossed over to help him. He didn't go running into town and look for
a case worker to tell him that there was a fellow out there that needed
help. He took it upon himself.

Today, we've become so used to turning to government rather
than taking the personal time and effort required to help those in need.
Some even confuse charity as being the money that is given for lobbying
to get more social programs passed.

I realize there is apprehension in the religious community
-about—budget-cutsyfear—that-we'retrying to dump responsibility on

others, including the churches, and I understand that concern.

MORE



While we've quite justly, and out of economic necessity, cut some
budgets, we have not, contrary to what seems to be the perception,
abandoned America's commitment to the poor. Critics not withstanding,
overall social spending on the part of government is up. For example,
the budget for Health and Human Services will total 274.2 billion dollars
in 1983, an increase of eight percent or 20 billion dollars over 1982.
And that's 53 billion dollars more than the defense budget. Our

budget for Health and Human Services, alone, is larger than the
national debts of all the countries in the world, or any other country
in the world, except the United States and the Soviet Union. It
provides increases for Head Start, Social Security, Medicare, and other
safety net programs.

By and large, when pecple speak about budget cuts, what
they're actually referring to is the trimming of projected increases
in spending. Well, there have been some cuts in some programs, programs
that were inefficient, top heavy with bureaucracy, or not coming close
to accomplishing what they set out to do. Government spending, in
general, and social spending, in particular, got out of hand during the
last decade. The federal budget tripled even though defense spending,
in real dollars, was decreasing. I mention defense, because most of
the critics of the budget seem to want to draw that comparison as to
what we're doing in that regard. But with this growth in government
came double-digit inflation, economic stagnation, and high levels of
unemployment. Something had to be done. If you just take inflation;
1f it had kept running at the rate it was in 1980, rather than what
we brought it down to, a family of four on a fixed income of 15 thousand
dollars would now be about one thousand dollars poorer in purchasing
power. Inflation, which was 12.4 percent in 1980, has been averaging
4% percent for the last six months.

To lay the ground work for economic recovery, we had to make
some changes. But we're maintaining our fundamental commitment to the
poor. We must recapture the spirit of brotherhood, however, of family
and community that once was the hallmark of this country. We're
trying to get people, once again, trying to help others directly.
Accomplishing this is not simply a matter of raising money; it's not
just reaching into our pockets, but reaching into our hearts. 1I've
established a task force on Private Sector Initiatives chaired by
Bill Verity, who is with us here today. It's coordinating a broad
range programs that's beginning to have a tangible impact. I appreciate
that your presence here represents something of a commitment to provide
the leadership necessary to build stronger working partnerships to
tackle community problems throughout the country.

MORE



But I‘w not suggesting, nor have 1 ever suggested, that
churches and other voluntavy dgrours should pick up the dollar for
dollar cost of reduced federal programs. I just believe it would be
a good thing for the soul «f this country to encourage people to get
involved and accept more Jdirect responsibility for one another's
health, happiness and well being, rather than leaving it to the
bureaucracy.

When someone starts talking about accepting more
responsibility, I know that many in organizations whose budgets are
already pinched get a queasy feeling. Well, we all know the study
of the 5,000 who were fed from what today would probably have been
called a brown paper bag lunch -- a few loaves and fishes. But
somehow, God can take our limited resources and solve larger problems
1f we're willing to share and to have faith.

Today, I'm convinced that with God's help the American
people are capable of great things and that we'll be blessed beyond
all expectation if we only try.

George Bush's wife, Barbara, told me of a church that
she visited in Atlanta, St. Luke's Episcopal Church. 1In the early
seventics this church was in decline. It was losing membership and
attendance. And then, a few members realized that you only gain your
life by giving it away. So, some of them started a food programn.

At first, it was just sandwiches at lunch for the needy ofithe
neighborhood. Now, it runs seven days a week and serves up to 600
peopie a day. The church has also opened a building to an educational
vrogram for high school drop-outs which is jointly run by a non-profit
organization, the local school system and members of the community.
The church, incidentally, has grown tremendously in membership.

At this time of Passover we can be reminded of the
wisdom of the Talmud which says, "These are the things for which
there are no prescribed limitations: the corner of the field for
gleaners, the giving of the first fruits and the deeds of loving kindness.
The fruit of these deeds is for them in this world, while the
principle remains in the world to come."

God's treasures surround us and are walting for those
willinryg to do His work., Our task force on Private Initiative, chaired
by Bivl Verity, has challenged the corporate community to double its
philarthiropic contributions.

Today, while private citizens and corporations contribute
$47 billion annually, 94 percent of U.S., corporations do not contribute
more than $500 annually.

Now, contributions need not be in money. Companies can
sponsor volunteer programs for their management and employees or even
volunteer the use of theilr equipment. Prudential Insurance Company,
for example, has the largest corporate van pool system in the United
States to bring their employees to and from work. Between office runs,
their fleet of vans in Union County, New Jersey, is used to transport
the elderly and the underprivileged,

MORE



The potential for community projects like Prudential's van fleet is
limited only by our imagination.

I suspect that those who manage corporations would be pleased
to speak with the delegaticn of the local clergy with an idea of bettering
the community.

We must remember that many ot those who run Americans'
business do sit each week in church or synagogue here and there in the
country.

If not the churches, whose job is it to touch the hearts of
those who are not already involved? Pardon me if this sounds familiar,
but: If not us, who? IXf not now, when?

Two years age a Catholic nun, Sister Ruth Haney, and a
Southern Baptist lady, Mrs. Janice Webb, discovered something in their
town of Jefferson City, Missouri, that cried out for action. There were
four prisons located in that city. When families of the prisoners came
to visit, many had to sleep in the park or under bridges. These two
women of different faiths mobilized churches across the state, headed up
a committee, and raised $46,000 from churches and individual members
to buy an old rooming house three blocks from one of the prisons.

Individual churches took responsibility for renovating and
furnishing the dozen rooms in the house and for the continued support of
its operation. Mrs. Webb says, "Our sole purpose is to provide" -- and
I hope I'm pronouncing this right. I realized when I read the word I
had never said it aloud. -~ "agape, God's unconditional love to prisoners
and their families.” And so they named it the Agape House.

They provided bed and bath, but something deeper -- the
certainty that someone cares. This is the kind of spirit we need to
draw upon.

In Chicago, Father Clements started the one church-one child
program aimed at finding adoptive parents for minority children with
special needs, handicapped children, children with learning disabilities,
older children. The program, as its name suggests, asked each church
to take responsibiltiy to help one lost and lonely child find a home.

In a year's time, 159 churches have responded to Father
Clements' challenge, and he's taking the idea out of Chicago and going
nationwide.

A few weeks ago, I met here in the White House with a group
of 75 black ministers. It was a warm and inspiring meeting. Yes, they
were concerned about our budget cuts. And we talked about that.

The black clergymen represent a noble tradition in this
country. Their struggle to aid the poor, help the sick and counsel the
troubled has always been a real part of their ministry. I sincerely
believe they have much to teach all of us about what can be accomplished.

But today many black churches need a helping hand. If
nothing else, I would hope that we see more religious organizations --
black and white, Christian and Jewish -~ working together.

There is, for example, expertise in America's churches that
could be put to use teaching the unemployed skills that would change
their lives. Your churches and synagogues can be the catalyst to
convene a strong community partnership that can and will make the
difference.

MORE



It is time for me to sit down, but I would like to end
with this thought. We have problems in our country and many people
are praying and waiting for God to do somehting. I just wonder if
maybe God isn't waiting for us to do something. And while no one else
is capable of doing everything, everyone is capable of doing something.

This is the spirit that built and preserved our freedom,
made a humane and God-fearing people. It lives among us still here
in this house and across the land, and as long as it lives, so to will
the America that we cherish.

And now it is my pleasure to invite His Imminence Terrence
Cardinal Cooke of New York City to ask a blessing on this lunch and
this gathering. (Applause.)

END 12:21 P.M. EST
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