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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 27, 1981 

Mrs. Harold Coker 
6730 Standifer Gap 
Chattanooga, TN 37421 

Dear Mrs. Coker: 

-1, • 

Thank you very much for your letter concerning the 
code adopted by the World Health Asser.-ibly. 

The President is grateful for your support, and 
appreciates your taking the time to communicate with 
him concerning this issue. 

Thank you once again for your interest. 

Sincerely, 
-; ,· . '-f ( f,, / / '/ 

· /?,.'c'l- ~ -1 • .-:- , ' •· 'L r ·{ -.... -cl 
Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
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ps differ 
ls methods 
IC are the agency's second largest 
1ncial backers. 
lr . Ricketts said much of the apparent 
k of involvement by churches is 
;construed . Besides appointing Pro­
Lant chaplains to the different insti­
ons, his agency. representing 20 
1ominations also coordinates religious 
,grams for Catholic, Jewish and 
slim prisoners. 
We also deal with inmates' families, 
,vide educational programs for 
;ons and advocacy programs," he 
d. • 
le said many prison ministry organi­
ions not well-grounded in the church 
k the ability to create strong advocacy 
•grams which can correct indiv_idual 
es of injustice, upgrade prison 
1cies and suggest viable alternatives 
, arious parts of the criminal justice 
tern as a whole. Further, he said in­
icndcnt groups are "pretty much 
!king on thin ice" when dealing with 
;on and state correctional authorities . 
1t the church is power - both in a 

\J - ~ - ~ - · ) I ~ '-' I 

Group. endorses code; 
Nestle sl1ows different 
face on formula issue 

By ROY HOWARD BECK 
Associate Editor 

INDIANAPOLIS - Nestle Corp. 
officials told United Methodist' leaders 
here last weekend that "we fought the 
good fight <against the new in_tcrnational 
infant formula marketing code) to the 
end. but now we accept. the verdict" of 
the 118 nations which voted for the code 
last month . (The United Suites cast the 
only negative vote.) 

Perceiving a changed, more 
conciliatory Nestle. the denomination's 
Infant Formula Task Force informally · 
agreed to wait until September to even 
discuss the possibility of recommending 
a boycott of Nestle products for alleged 
marketing abuse . Meanwhile, they will 
continue to observe the corporation's 
actions. 

The 1980 General Conference charged 
the task force with studying the infant 
formula marketing issue, establishing 
"constructive dialogue" and 
recommending action to all United 
l\Iethodists . 
Support international code 

The uisk force last weekend decided 
that the passage of the World Health 
Organization code was an imporuint step 
toward eliminating the alleged misuse of 
infant formula that results in infant 
sickness . malnutrition and death, 
particularly in the Third World . 

In a resolution passed unanimously, _ 
the task force urged United Methodists 
worldwide to seek enactment of the code 
by their national governments . Some 
task force members sympathized with 
industry criticism of specific articles of 
the code . They pointed out, however, that 
the international resolution includes an 
article specifying that each nation may 
adapt the code to its own circumstances. 
The ta sk force resolution stated that 
"only those provisions that are clearly 
and demonstrably impracticable should 
be modified in 11ational imple­
mentation ." 

"The code is but one contribution in the 
larger struggle against malnutrition and 
starvation ... "the resolution stated. 

For a year, the eight task force 
members have studied, traveled and 
interviewed organizers of the Nestle 
boycott, international nutrition experts 
and corporate officials. They spent four 
days last week deliberating and talking 
with representatives from the three big 
U.S. infant. formula manufacturers who 
strongly opposed the code as excessive 
and unworkable . 

The officials of the Swiss-based Nestle, 
though, said they weren't making 
detailed criticism of the international · 
"'"'" ~inr" ,,,rh n:itinn m11~t writP its own 

said Rafael Pagan of Nestle . 

Nestle admits bungling 
Nestle officials admitted they some­

times · bungled their handling of the 
years-long controversy. They said the 
company's personnel involved with the 
matter have changed and so has the 
company's stance. The company was too 
inaccessible and unresponsive in the 
past, they said . They claimed that there 
now is no reason for the international 
boycott of their products to continue. 

The uisk force was not ready yet to dis­
cuss the possibility of calling on boycotting 
organizations (including 'Z7 of 73 UM annual 
conferences) to slop their actions. 

One concern was that Nestle officials 
said their firm will operate by its own 
less-restrictive marketing code in 
nations that do not pass their own · 
adaptation of the international code. The 
international resolution calls on 
companies to voluntarily abide by the 
code in the absence of national law . That 
code recommendation details severe 
restrictions on the use of samples, 
advertising, posters and promotions to 
health professionals. · 

Nestle's own code meets about three­
fourths of the international code 
provisions, said Dr . Thad Jackson of the 
corporation . Nestle has strengthened its 
code several times during the years of 
the controversy .. 

"The boycott - without any question 
- grew out of Nestle's malpractice of the 
'70s," said Indiana-area Bishop James 
Armstrong, a member of the task force . 
"Nesti~ changed in 1978, and it could be 
that change is continuing." 

· · cl of the UMC's General 
oardofChurc an ~ocw __ ws.mru:e-
au sense a c ange o une 

no .a r 
r . Paul Minus. professor at Methodist 

Theological Seminary, Delaware, Ohio, 
said: "I think Nestle is trying to recoup 
and pull out of its abysmal performance 
so far . Theologically, I believe that for us 
to err on the side of excessive caution 
would be a grave error. I'd like to see us 
test this (new attitude of Nestle officials) 
and go for a new beginning." 

Offers made to meet 
The Nestle represenuitives said they 

have been and will continue to inves­
tigate every complaint about violations 
of Nestle's own code or national codes. 
"We will meet with responsible leaders 
of churches and pediatricians," Mr. 
Pagan said . But he does not include 
INFACT and the Interfaith Center for 
Corporate Responsibility in this offer 
<orm111i1.;itions which run the boycott 

1: .: . 



p1:tsh onf ormula policy 
' · By ROY H?WARD BECK that all infant formula products carry d 

Associate Editor this assertion in print, along with a w~rn~ '7 
DAYTON, Ohio - Ulf Jioiled Method- irig of potential hazards of their misuse.J 

~st General ~ouncil on:~faistrie
1

s will P.!!.[ The code, which is expected to be 
,1ts fjlll meetmg out ol Stouller s Dayton a.dopted .by the ·World Health Assembly _ 
· Plaza Hot.el 1f the hotel 's parent, N~ later this month, is a weak one, Dr. De- 1 (t 

Qmioratian refuses ta eodarse aJie;v worlg wire said. After a year of interviews and ...JI' 
health corlefor,infant formula markPtjng. study by the UMC's special task force, it 

That would be GCOM's first stand in appears that the least that should be 
the international controversy surround- expected of the infant formula industries 
ing Nestle's business practices. · The is that they endorse the code; he said . 

. council 's executive committee last week The three U.S. infant formula 
1unanimously supported this stance. companies <Bristol-Myers , Abbott-Ross 

The 1980 General Conference post- and American Home Products) already 
poned a decision on the boycott of Nestle are lobbying against the code, Dr. 
products, directing the GCOM to establish Dewire said. " Nestle says it may 
a · task force to study the issue and oppose." Ba,sed on arguments that the 
atlempt to find a way to be a conciliatory · c~ would he a cestcictiao an free trad~ . 
force in the controversy. The GCOM has the United States and Switzerland 
tried to remain neutral. . apj>a.rently will o se rl ·ct. 

" The United Methodist Church is the · o1'J". estle doesn't (endorse the code)," '-
. only trump·card.left in the debate, " said Dr. Dewire said, "it would be very diffi-

the Rev. Norman E. Dewire, cbief execu- cult to continue to patronize Stouffer's ." 
live for the program coordinating agency. Although cancelling reservations at 

He explained that all other major Stou{fer's and moving the fall meeting 60 
religious bodies already have taken miles to Cincinnati might appear to be 
sides '. Consequently, the GCOM and its breaking the denorriinatiori's neutrality, 
task force are in the spotlight he said. · the move . actually is an attempt to 

"In the year since General' Conference . rema.in neutral, Dr. ·Dewire explained. 
· the issue has become clearer . . . To continue to use Stouffer's might 
:focusing narrowly' on the World Health sugf,est agreement with the Switzerland~ 
Organization 's proposed marketing based Nestle 's stance on the world 
code," he said. marketing code, he indicated. 

Initiated by charges that companies . D:r. Dewire said he met with .Stanislas 
such as the Geneva-based Nestle Flache, the head of a lobbying organiza-
Corporation were' engaging in deceptive tion representing the world's infant for-
promotional campaigns for their breast- mula corporations recently in Geneva. 
rriilk substitutes in the Third World the He said Mr. Flache told him that he was 
proposed code recommends a ba~ on advisin~ the corporations to follow the 
product advertising. It also asks an end m~rketmg .co~e because their rejection 
to company distribution of samples and mi~ht under.mme all world health efforts 
other promotional gifts to. pregnant wo~ which depend on voluntary compliance. 
men. Another provision of the code would Dr . . Dewire said he believes Mr. 
prevent corporate sales staff from putting Flache, a former executive of the World 
on "educational" activities for preg- Health Organization, ·sincerely believes 
nant women or mothers of young children. the infant formula companies have been 

If poorer countries, women have trou- responsible agents in the world, although 
ble sterilizing baby bottles and sometimes "he has seen the violations, too." 

· mix the formula with contaminated water Dee Ann Kahn, assistant to Dr. 
- which health officials allege has l.ed to De?"ire, said the executive has talked 
th;sands of infant deaths. with Dayton Stouffer's officials many 

'fie proposea code affirms the times in recent years about the infant 
superiority of breast feeding and asks formula issues. 



She seem to feel that there could be no wrong on the side of the 1 e ft 
where concern for the poor was taken care of. Knowing her views on 
human rights made me unaerstand why she had on ner wall behind her aest 
a poster of Ronald REagan in a German ]ike uniforro , pointin? a hand pun. 

ONCE AGftIN I wou10 1ike to state very ciearly thRtthe Methodist church has 
not been made priviJ.iged to the information about the government stuoy 
ctone in the Cariboean Is]~nds. Tnere is nothing wronr with the forw111a. 
If · you would like more information about this subjecL, you may write -to "' J 
Elliot ftbrams, Assi s tandt Sec. o: State for international afffaiis in Wash 
D.L. or you can get it first hand at the university of North Larolina, 
Chapel Hill, North Larolina. AAk for the Stucy "Breast Feeding practices 
in low income countries; Patterns ana determinants,!! 

MRS Harold coK e r 
v,.,u Standifer Gap _ 
Chatt. 1enn. J14,l 



- -
Lt;J.J.t:R TO THE ·t:DITOR 

., 
The Methodist Church's boyc6tt of Ne~tle's and now i~ turning it's attentf 
Ion t o other companies in the U.S. who manufacture milk formula has gone 
co mpletely sour and smelis to the high heayens of political manipulation 

to a ttack free enterprize and tnose persons in the Reagan administration 
who are against Soviet expansionisa. 

1·he code to ban formula advertisement can deve lpp into bans on anythiig 
that those who sit in judgement might deem to be harmiul. Why not ban ads 
on chain s aw s . automobiles. knives: they cause deaths too. What has 
e s c a p e d t h e a t t e n t 1. o n o f t h e g en e r ·a 1 me m b e r s h i p o f t he c h u r c h i s t ha t t he 
Methodist church's claim that aavertising of the formula is causing the 
death oF babies in third world countries is false. 

A s tudy done.unaer the Carter ~dministration through the Agency For 
International Developmen~ proved that the large majority of thewothers 
who turned co bottle ~eed i ng had not done so because of the acvertising 
but had done so fo r several r e asons:t~e mother h a d an inade~uate suppJ.y 
of br east mi1k; a new pre ga nancy, the mother's poor nutrition,anct many 
had done s o because they h ad rone to work away from the home. 

The su bt Le claim th~ the formula is dangerous is false. It is not the 
formul a that causes the deat hs butthe manner in which is it usea or 
misuse d: impure water and poor sanitary conditions that cause the sick 
babies and families. 

1he WHO code is a co mplete ban on advertising. In a letter to Elliot ~bram, 

Assist ant Sec. of Stale for International affairs. Miss Carol Ad1eman,an 
adviso r AI Dlm e ncion ed aboveJ _ was advisor for AIH under the l;arter Adm. 
saiJ t hat cne code will in no way stop the unnece ss ary deaths of children 
hut wi1.L impede the necessary distribution of milk formula where it is 
nc•(•ue u. 

The mi nis te r of Healt h of t:gypt had requested infant formula for those who 
coul d not hr east feed. Hi s r e qu es t has been deni e a. ·· 

There is no doubt that Nestles could have . ~s e ct more propriety in their 
method s of ad v ertisin g the product out to ban c o mpleteJy any advertising 
is to deny free interprise. 

All of thi s has been very d istur bing to me and so I went to the office of 
An ita Anand in tl1e Met hodist Lhurch office in "Wash ing ton. Wh e n I talkeo co 
her abo ut the AID government study she just passed it off as untrue. Just 
as sl1e had rea cte d to the news that was printed in HU~last week that 
she wou1O no t accep t Nestles say ing that they wouJct oo better.She said 
t 11 at s he d i cl not fee 1 th a t t here had tr u J y been a c}, an g e . ( .i u n e ~~-th HUM 1 • 

MISS ANANU was quite pleased that t:rnest Lefever ha~ withdrawn his ha~e 
for th e nomination for Sec o State for Human Fights.She somehow felt that 
s h-.e had made a major contribution toward the ch11rch's stand apainst the 
Reagan Adm. stano on Human Rights. Therefore I thought it very interestin 
to hea r her talk about her own c ountry of Inaia and how the Soviet union 
was doing so mu ch good ther e . She sai~ that~they we re really very good 
ana wer e building steei mills an d plants ana providing jobs for the people . 
~swell as feeding the hungr y ~ She further stat e a that they were ctoing it 
for t he gQ og of humanity and with no strings attacnea would leave in five 
year s. 



-- ·. - ;Ja111 ~1~11rf/ 
F'ocus may he shifting to U.S. compames 

By ROY fiOWARD BECK 
Associate Editor 

U.S. religious groups' focus in the in­
fant formula controversy may be shifting 
from Switzerland's Nestle Corp. to the 
three big U.S. formula manufacturers. 

While Nestle officials in the last month 
have sounded more conciliatory about 
adhering to international marketing 
restrictions, the U.S. companies have 
become more vocal in their opposi lion to 
the restrictions. 

The three companies (and their sub­
sidiaries which make the infant formula l 
are: American Home Products (Wyeth 
Laboratories), Bristol-Myers (Mead 
Johnson) and Abbott-Ross Laboratories . 
. Sever11l• . members . ,Jf the United 
Methodist Church's'fnfa:nt Formula Task 
Force at a recent meeting said it may no 
longer be fair to single out Nestle by 

regulation of the more lucrative phar­
maceuticals market. The World Health 
Organization has stated it expects to con­
sider a pharmaceutical code in a couple 
of years. The infant fotrnula code is 
viewed as a threat to the survival of 
trans-national corporations, according to 
a couple of task force members who have 
met privately with infant formula in­
_dustry officials. 

• The companies don't want the 
marketing code implemented in the U.S . 
where they sell most of their infant for­
mula. 

Representatives of the companies 
made it clear to the task force that they 
place much fewer restrictions on their 
marketing in the U.S. than in the Third 
World. Mead Johnson, for example, no 
longer advertises to Third World con­
sumers but it still does to American con-

sumers . Its labels in Third World coun- But there is precedent in the banning of 
tries state that breast milk is the best tobacco advertising on radio and TV for 
baby food , but they don't say that here . the U.S. government to approve an infant 

The task force's resolution endorsing ban on direct advertising, among other 
the world marketing code includes a call marketing restrictions . he said. 
for United Methodists to urge their The U.S. company representatives told 
government to implement the code. the task force that marketing questions 

Dr. Robert Kegerreis. task force mem- in the Third World don't pertain because 
ber and president of Wright Stale Univer- consumers here are more sophisticated. 
sity in Day ton, indicated that passage of But critics claim American babies also 
a national code would help the companies , a_re dying because their mothers misuse 
avoid some messy anti -trust im- ' · infant formula. Testimony before a U.S. 
plications. Brought onto the task force House subcommittee· last month 
because of his experience as a business revealed a year-long study backed by 100 
consultant and his membership on boar- pediatricians showing that " in the Los 
ds of directors of several corporations, Angeles metropolitan area , where there 
Dr. Kegerreis said the formula manufac- are many large communities of recent 
turers would violate federal trade laws if immigrants from Mexico and Central 
they got together on their own and America, infant health problems caused 
decided to abide by the world marketing by misuse of formula have reachep near-
code. epidemic proportions." 

boycotting all its products while only ,--------------------- ------------------- - ----sponsoring shareholders' resolutions _ 
with the U.S. firms - and doing nothing 
about the rest of the .world's 33 formula 
manufacturers. 

The 1980 General Conference 
established the task force out of concern 
for infant malnutrition and mortalil 

e tas orce as yet to make a recom­
mendation concerning the UMC 's 
posture on the concerning Nestle boycott. 
It did endorse the marketing code that 
was passed in May by a 118-1 vote in the 
World Health Organization's legislative 
body. 

The UMC's Wisconsin Annual Con­
ference last month decided to extend its · 
boycott of Nestle produ<: ts to the _three 
U.S. firms as well. It apparently ,s the 
first religious group in the nation to call 
for a boycott of the U.S . firms. Twenty­
six other of the 73 UM conferences have 
endorsed the Nestle boycott. 

Some UM task force members feel 
Nestle has become Jess combative 
because its government voted for the in­
ternational marketing code which the 
U.S. government voted against. The U.S. 
companies, they reason, may have been 
spurred on to be more aggressive by the 
knowledge that the .U.S. political at- ·. 
mosphere has turned more conservative \ 
and pro-business and that they probably 
can co~~f on the administration's 
_ bacltlni>~.- -·- - ___ ,. .... "/"' -• auvl/ 

The U;S. •eom9tm!e-J mt'✓f additior 
reasons for taking a tougher stance th, 
in recent years, the task force membe 
said: 

• The companies are heavily involv, 
in the sale of pharmaceuticals and s, 
the world infant formula marketing co, 
as the first step toward simi!. ,.__ 



THEW HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 





.. 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 27, 1981 

Mr. Victor E. Criswell 
National Association of Church Business Administrators 
P.O. Box 7181 
Kansas, City, Missouri 64113 

Dear Mr. Criswell: 

The President has asked me to thank you on his 
behalf for your kind letter of June 29th. The growth 
of the National Association of Church Business Adminis­
trators in the last twenty-five years testifies to 
the effort and good work of its leadership. 

Thank you once again for your letter, and I wish 
you success as you work towards the NACBA's Golden 
Anniversary Conference in 2006. 

Sincerely, 
' - / · 7 c"-,,. ,' . • 7 - ~ ~\, . 

Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
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OFFICERS 

President 

MAC C. WELLS, FCBA 
Second Presbyterian Church 
7700 North Meridian Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46260 
(317) 253-6461 

President-Elect 

PAUL G. NYGREN, FCBA 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
83 South 12th Street 
Minneapol is, MN 55403 
(612) 332-3421 

Vice-President 

WILLIAM R. ROSS, FCBA 
Westminister Presbyterian Church 
Box 683 
Wilmington, DE 19899 
(302) 654-5214 

Secretary 

SYLVIA D. FLATEN 
Fuller Theological Seminary 
135 North Oakland Avenue 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
(213) 449-1745 

Treasurer 

LOUIS E. MARTIN , FCBA 
Christian Church Services 
P.O. Box 1986 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 
(317) 353-1491 

Past President 

VICTOR CRISWELL, FCBA 
509 North Stone 
Raymore , MO 64083 
(816) 331-1699 

DIRECTORS 

Class of 1981 

WILLIAM D. SINCLAIR, FCBA 
First United Methodist Church 
420 North Nevada 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
(303) 471-8522 

DAVID E. ALEXANDER 
Polk Street United Methodist Church 
1401 Polk Street 
Amarillo, TX 79101 

Class of 1982 

GERTRUDE POPPY FCBA 
Ascension Lutheran Church 
1236 South Layton Boulevard 
Mi lwau~ee, WI 53215 
(414) 645-2933 

WILLIAM T. WOODBURN, FCBA 
Concordia College 
3201 W. Highland Boulevard 
Milwaukee, WI 53208 

Class of 1983 

THOMAS E. MOORE, JR., FCBA 
Los Gatos Christian Church 
16845 Hicks Road 
Los Gatos, CA 95030 
(408) 268-1411 

ROBERT A. YOUNG, FCBA 
Walnut Street Baptist Church 
220 W. St. Catherine Street 
Louisville, KY 40203 
(502) 589-5290 

cAfalwnaf 0{55ocialion of C/,urc/i 13usitzess 0{Jminis!ralors 
P.O. Box 7181, Kansas City, Missouri 64113 • Phone 913-236-9571 

Executive Director : Floy Barnes, FCBA 

PresidentRonald Reagan 
White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear President Reagant 

June 29, 1981 

The National Association of Church Administrators 
will be celebrating the Silver Anniversery Conference 
in Dallas, Texas beginning July 12 thru 16, 1981. 

In preparing for the Silver Anniversery Room we 
reviewed again your participation in the NACBA 1s Third 
Conference at Los Angelese, California in 1959. I 
remember the warmth and wit as you presented Connie Haynes, 
Songstress, and Stary Gange, Lecturer, 

I personally wish you well and give you my support in 
attempting to change the direction our Country to a better 
one. As you know I am not alone in wanting a balance budget. 
Since my retirement last August, 1980 I continue to hear many 
retirees willing to help in your plans~ even by a reduction 
of SSA and this alse my view. 

Since the NACBA first conference at Dallas, Texas in 
1957 our membersh~p has grown from 90 to over 900. We have 
had good leadership and established a Standards & Training 
program, which results in a Fellow Church Business Adminis~ 
ator certificate , 

I 
We established the motto "About our Master's Business" 

along with a Code of Ethics, 

This letter is merely to say "THANKS" for your help in 
the NACBA 1 s early history , 

GOD BE WITH YOU 

Sincerely(' . 

~~i //t;t;J!f Immediate Past President 

Silver G!-. 'lt i-5ar11 (Jou! 'er.re , 1J J.e.., ,.. 
JULY 12-16, 1981 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Rev. Anthony Bellagamba, IMC 
United States Catholic Mission Council 
1302 Eighteenth Street, N.W. 
Suite 702 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Rev. Bellagamba: 

On behalf of the President, I would like to thank you for 
your message suggesting and requesting he meet with rep­
resentatives of the Clergy and Laity Concerned. 

Regrettably, due to heavy demands on the President's time, 
he will be unable to schedule such a meet1ng. However, a 
copy of your request is being forwarded to Secretary Haig 
at the State Department. 

Sincerely, 

_, :J; 1-:t- ? ; /ii (' / // 
, ~fl:1 ic-7~ c: v~-/ 

Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Mr. Thomas Fassett 
The United Methodist Building 
100 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 

\Washington, D.C. 20002 

Dear Mr. Fassett: 

The President has asked me to respond to your recent message 
expressing your concern about some of his proposed reductions in 
Federal spending. He has requested that I reassure you that each 
of these proposals was made after careful consideration of the 
national interests involved. 

During the Presidential campaign, the President promised the American 
people that he would make a concerted effort to limit Federal spending 
as an initial step in his program to bring inflation under control. 
During the first months of his Administration, the President has 
developed and submitted to the Congress a comprehensive package 
intended to revitalize the American economy. That policy package 
required many hard decisions about a number of programs, but each 
of those decisions had to be made with some concern for the national 
interest in controlling our economy and reviving our Federal system. 

The President submitted these proposals to the Congress as a package 
because they constitute an integrated effort to speed our overall 
recovery. No particular measure can be isolated from the overall 
package. Despite particular adjustments that might be necessary on 
a personal level, the President believes that a similar package of 
proposals, requiring similar adjustments, will be necessary to achieve 
the reforms that the American people expect of this Administration. 

I appreciate your concern about the spending policies that will be 
adopted over the next four years. I hope that these policies will 
prove worthy of your support in the near future. A healthy economy 
is essential to the revitalized America that we all desire. 

With all best wishes, 

Sincerely, , 

-:/0,· 1/ - ~-' /16- I .- I / 
. /'-A;,(,\.._,• J' ~ ·' I t •...., 

Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 



Board of Church and Society­
The United Methodist Church 

hVrf -10 
_ March 23, 1981 

President Ponald :Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

I:ear Mr. President: 

The General Board of Church and Society of the United 1-'ethodist Qmrch in 
its meeting of February 22 received your address of February 18 with great 
concern. '!he .[X)licies indicated in your speech have raised serious questions 
about the directions of our society. We have expressed these concerns in a 
series of questions: 

- ......... . 

1. How would the pro_[X)sed budgetary cuts affect the 
pe::>ple of this nation? Would they place an in­
creasingly heayy burden on ~~lderl , the low 
incorre, the unemployed, single-p:i.rent families 
and those on fixed incorres? 

2. Within the frarrework of this economic plan, is 
there a built-in advantagg_foL_Jar_ge.J?.11.§in.~s 
and cor_pJrations? In what ways would those in­
terests benefit at the expense of other segrrents 
of society? 

3. Might the stated pro_[X)sals create a dislocated 
econoTI¥? Would not our society becorre greatly 
financial],y_ ~ ~qE~£:L~EE!-~.l.i~Y.- ~Rgpding and 
weapons production? 

4. What will be the effect of shifting the responsibility 
of human services to the state level? Are adequate 
rreans provided to prevent further tragic discrepencies 
existing from state to state due to wide differences 
in resources and attitudes? 

11 
These are questions which we \vOuld like t6 discuss with you or a rep~e§~tative 
of your administration. _'Ihey are also concerns that we will continue to 
rroni tor and keep before the rrernbers of the United M2thodist Olurch across 
the country. 

'IhoTIB.S Fassett 
Acting General Secretary 

...._ _____________ Committed to Christ - Called to Change -------------

The United Methodist Building ■ 100 Maryland Avenue, N .E. ■ Washington, D .C. 20002 ■ (202) 488-5600 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 13, 1981 

Dear Mrs. Butcher: 

On behalf of Mrs. Dole, I am responding to. your 
letter of October 25. 

Child abuse and pornography are serious problems 
in our country. We appreciate your ideas and 
advice, and will give them our serious consideration. 

Thank you. for your thoughtful letter. 

Sincerely, 

11lt;tc6 ))PJ~ 
Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 

Mrs. Helen M. Butcher 
817 West 3rd Street 
Washington, Missouri 63090 
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MEMORANDUM 

TH E WHI TE HO U SE 

WASHINGTON 

November 16 , 19 81 

FOR: Elizabeth H. Dole 

FROM: .Morton C. Blackwell~ 

SUBJECT : Refo r med Church Women Triennial Assembly Invitation 

Your instincts were right o n this group ~ There is no 
reason you should'nt do the event. 

This .Is one · of the "!Jlainline denominations", a group 
with a long history. Th.i,s denomination is not as liberal 
politically as most of the "mainline denominations" . 

Dr. Norman Vincent Peale is part of this group. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

TO: ~ 

FROM: Charlotte Ellis 

SUBJECT: 

The attached is for your: 

□ Information 

D Direct Response 

0 EHD Draft Letter 

□ File 

~w&~omment 

D Appropriate Action 

D Signature 

□ Other 



,. 

INVITATION CHECKLIST 

Reformed Church W:Jmen 
EVENT: Triennial Assembly 

REQUESTED DATE: May, 1983 --=-----------------

Type of Participation Type ot Organization 

TravE 

White Hous_ , ~----,------
RNC 
Federal Agency 
N/A 

Major .National 
National 
Regional 
State 
Local X Other ~(~~~p~e-c~i~f_y_) _____ _ 

,. 

Support In Favor of Event ·· 

Personal (EHD/ Senator ) 
rlhite House{ ___ -=---) 
Adrnin. ( ___ -,-_} 
RNC ( ____ } 
Other 

Recommendation 

. . . ~ . 
.ACCEPTANCE: 

Top Priority 
Okay, but not crucial 
Persona l Preference)(--

. / 
REGRET: 

OPL Surrogate 
WH Spea ker s Bureau 
Presidentia l Message 
Thank You 

· rmn : 
J\CCEP'l' : ----DT·'.CI.Ii\fj : 

-· 
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TO: ~ I y S:: ... 
PLEASE PRO,, ,_ ··rOUR RECOMENDATI C' 
COMMENTS ON THE FOLLOWIN7 REQU EST. 
RETURN TO CHARLOTTE BY \ I :1 

J 

NOV O 5 198} 

mn 

November 3, 1981 

Mrs . Elizabeth Dole 
The Hhite House 
Second Floor West Wing 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mrs . Dole , 

It was a rea l joy to hear you share the story of your 
feith on October 10 at the Crysta l Cathedral. I appre­
ciated the privilege of meeting you during lunch in 
Robert Schuller ' s office . De came ~·Jith the request tha t 
you tell the same story for the women of the Reformed 
Church in 1\merica the evening of Thursday, day 26, 1983 . 
Tish Sadler to l d me afterward tha t you understandably 
were not too clea r as to Hha t this involved . 

The Reformed Church in America is the denomination to 
which Robert Schuller belongs . Every three years the wo­
men have a four day convention we call our !!Triennial 
Assembly 11

• In }fay , 1983, it will be held on the c ampus 
of Hope College in Ho l land, Michigan . Arve l la Schul l er 
wi l l speak for us on Tuesday evening, May 24 . Richard 
Ostling , Religion Editor for Time Magazine will ~peak on 
Eonday, l"fay 23 . During the day we have Bible studies and 
seminars . ·we expect 3 , 000 women from all over the country 
a t our evening meetings . 

It is ou r custom to pay our speakers $500 p lus expenses. 
Ve wou ld like to know whether this is aer eeab le to you . 

Our Nationa l Executive Committee was thrilled with the 
report we brought of your willingness to be pa rt of our 
program. He a l so vl.emt to a ssure you of our prayers for 
you a s you ca rry h eavy responsibilities i n your posit ion 
c't the ~!hi tc r:o·d s2 . 

Si ncere~ 

,/ktc;,1/) i!cl-~a_,, 
Je tty L . Hi brn2 ~ 
69 35 l<'c0 '"'Vl0 

e·1•7 ,: ,.: 
~ a(".: ~ ...... . · · • 

Cnmd :.).2"":>i d s , ;.1 :i. 6..9509 
Te l ephon~ : ( 616) 455-6 747 

n - . . r"I A I I r - - - .-J . . : 11 _ l J. ! _L : _ _ _ .A/""\ A 1 0 / /' L 1 L "\. C: "IO "'I A --, I"'\ 
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p TttE FouNDA TION FOR A ~ 
CHRISTIAN C1v1L1ZATION,INc. 

11. , n /1~ t.( # "!> ~ { \"/ 
(ft))l -4 r.tt. . A PUBLIC FOUNDATION 

l.J_ uf{J) JO{ I (914J 241-os32 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Assistant to the President for Public Liason 
White House 
Washington,D.C. 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

September 15, 1981 

This letter is to confirm our verbal invitation for you to 
address the officers and volunteers of the Foundation for a Christian 
Civilization at our headquarters in Bedford Hills, New York on the 
subject: "The Historical Development of Citizen Political Participa­
tion in the United States." 

We are looking forward to your stay here on October 3rd and 
4th. 

plans so that arrang~ments 

~~-e y ;/' ~.J< 
,. 

Moran, Sr. 

I 

PAM:jm 



0-,i,- ( J)~ JV 

<too -3J?-J.9 7/ 
(l)o.4-d" J - vJ-£h f' _oo.A,.1 

J( 3S fflf - 5: ()5 f'/lf ) ,_f , -

IP ifaJ I p f',j-

/.A) h.,,_;;a p J UJ-fl- 5 - jf.)a/i. if)(~ 
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REPLY TO WASHINGTON ADDRESS 

October 29, 1981 

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Morton: 

On behalf of the delegation from the Washington Interreligious Staff Council (WISC) 
I want to express my thanks for the visit with you on October 27. We were, of 
course, sorry that Diane Luzzano could not join us, but we enjoyed the conversation 
with you while we waited. We felt that we were able to clarify the process we 
should follow to get a fully developed proposal to you regarding the idea of a 
meeting between the President and the Presidents and Executive : heads of the 
denominations and faith groups which work together in WISC. I have enclosed a 
listing of these groups along with the names of the Washington based staff for 
your files. 

I will be in touch with the executive offices of these groups to work together with 
them to develop the proposal and will forward it to you as soon as it is ready. As 
we said to you during our conversation there is important precedence for these 
religious leaders to meet occasionally with the President for off-the-record 
conversations and exchanges which sometimes touch on the issues of current political 
attention but often on matters of the spirit and of theological concern. I look 
forward to working with you on this. 

~~:: 
Paul Kittlaus 
Director 
Washington Office 

Enc. 

cc: Charles Bergstrom 
David Sapperstein 
David Connolly 
Avery Post 
Yvonne Delk 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

OFFICE FOR CHURCH IN SOCIETY 
105 MADISON AVENUE • NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 (212) 683-5656/110 MARYLAND AVENUE N.E. • WASHINGTON , D.C. 20002 (202) 543-1517 

YVONNE V. DELK 
Executive Director 

JOHN M. ROGERS 
Chairperson 



r,le. ,,,..,--\ . 

WASHINGTON INTERRELIGIOUS 

O~GANJZATIONAL 

1981 

STAFF COUNCIL · (WISC) / 

LISTING 

* Head of Offi~e 
+ Receives Mailings · 
- WISC Member ' .. 

-AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES, USA 
110 Maryland Avenue, NE, #511 
Washington, DC 20002 
544-3400 

+*June Totten 
+Robert W. Tiller 
Monique Bailey 

-AMERICAN ETIIICAL UNION 
4242 East-West ·Highway, 
Chevy Chase, MD 20015 
652-0020 

+*R~ymond Nathan 
Marina Haldane 

'f . 

#1018 

-AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE 
1822 R Street, NW· 
Washington, DC 20009 
483-3341 

+*B. Tartt Bell 
Damu Smith 

-AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
818 18th Street , NW 
Washington, DC 20006 · ' · · 
298-8787 

+*Hyman Bookbinder 
Howard Kohr 

-AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 
1522 K Street, #636 
Washington, DC 20005 

j1 

(7 /1/81: 2027 Mass. Ave, NW) 
638-3999 

+*Marc A. Pearl 

-BAPTIST JOINT COMMITTEE 
ON PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

200 Maryland Avenue, NE .. 
Washington, DC 20002 
544-4226 

*James M. Dunn 
+Victor Tupitza 

I :· • 

~t r 

' 

• I 

-B'NAI B'RITII INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL 
1640 Rhode Island Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
857-6545 

+*Warren Eisenberg 

-B'NAI B'RITII WOMEN 
1640 Rhode Island Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
857-6628 

+*Brenda Levenson 

BREAD FOR TIIE WORLD 
100 Maryland Avenue, ~E. #307 
Washington, DC 20002 
544-3820 

+*Barbara Howell 

CENTER FOR THEOLOGY AND PUBLIC POLICY 
4500 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20016 
363-3088 

+*Alan Geyer · 
Robert Mccan 
Brigid O'Malley 
Ronald Pasquariello 
Melba Varner 

-CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
P.O. Box 1986 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 
317/353-1491 

+*Rolland G. Pfile 
+Garnet Day 

-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 
COMMITTEE ON PUBitcATION 

910 16th Street,' NW, #700 
Washington, DC 20006 
833-3848 

+*H. Dickinson Rathbun 
David N. Williams 

CHRISTIC INSTITUTE 
1324 North Capitol, NW 
Washington, DC 20002 
797-8106 

+*William J. Davis 
Sara Nelson 
Daniel P. Sheehan . 



WISC ORGANIZATION LIST - 1981 

-CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
110 Maryland Avenue, NE, #201 
Washington, DC 20002 
546-3202 

+*Ron Hanft 
+Renee Baad 
+Louise Bowman 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 
777 United Nations Plaza 
New York, NY 10017 
212/661-3856 

+*Edna Mccallion 

CLERGY AND LAITY CONCERNED 
198 Broadway 
New York, NY 10038 
212/964-6730 

*Blaise Lupo & John Collins 
+Mark Harrison 

-EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
110 Maryland Avenue, NE, #510 
Washington, DC 20002 
547-7300 

+*William L. Weiler 
Elouine Dalyai 

-FRIENDS COMMITTEE 
ON NATIONAL LEGISLATION 

245 Second Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 
547-6000 

+*Edward Snyder 
Nick Block 
Ruth Flower 
Steve Linscheid 
Frances Neely 
Ted Zuern 

HAITIAN REFUGEE PROJECT 
110 Maryland. Avenue, NE, #108 
Washington, DC 20002 
544-7475 

+*Sue Sullivan 

IMPACT 
100 Maryland Avenue, NE, #502 
Washington, DC 20002 
544-8636 

+*Robert Odean 

INTERFAITH COALITION ON ENERGY 
236 Massachusetts Avenue, NE, #409 
Washington, DC 20002 
546-5200 

+*William H. Millerd 

-2-

INTERRELIGIOUS TASKFORCE 
ON US FOOD POLICY 

110 Maryland Avenue, NE, 
Washington, DC 20002 
543-2800 

#110 

+*Janet Vandevender · 
Warren Armstrong 
Tim Atwat~r 
Henry Brodie 
Letha Dreyfus · 
Janice Harpest 
Ferd Hoefner 
Sharon Keeling 
Sharon Martin 

, l 

Eric Norbom 
Don Reeves 
Ed Roberts 

+Martin Rock 

-JESUIT SOCIAL MINISTRIES 

• t 

1717 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, #402 
Washington, DC 20036 
462-7008 

*Gasper LoBiondo 
+Marie Hellinger 
Ted Zuern 

-LlJfHERAN COUNCIL IN THE .USA 
475 L'Enfant Plaza West, SW, #2720 
Washington, DC 20024 
484-3950 

+*Charles V. Bergstrom 
Kathleen Daugherty 
Lita B. Johnson 
John Lillie 
Martin A. St,vik 

-MARYI<NOLL FATHERS AND BROTHERS 
1325 Otis Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20017 
526-4560 

+*Edward R. Killackey 

Justice and Peace Office 
Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers 
Maryknoll, NY 10545 

+*Thomas J. Marti 

-MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
110 Maryland Avenue., :t,,fE, #502 
Washington, DC 20002 
544-6564 

*Delton Franz 
+Betsy Beylei, 
Phyllis Claassen 
Cheryl Hacker 



WISC ORGANIZATION LIST - 1981 

NATIONAL··ASSEMBLY. OF WOMEN RELIGlOUS 
1625 16th Street~ NW 
Washington, DC 20009 
232-3300 

+*Mary O'Callaghan 
., 

-NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS 
1430 K Street, NW, #900 
Washington, DC 20005 
628-7911 

+*Robert P. Dugan, Jr. 
Richard C. Cizik 
Forest D. Montgomery 

-NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
OF CATHOLIC CHARITIES 

1346 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
785-2757 

*Lawrence Corcoran 
+Mathew Ahmann 

-NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
110 Maryland Avenue, NE, #108 · 
Washington, DC 20002 
544-2350 

+*James A. Hamilton 
+Mary Cooper 
Chris deVries 

+Jane Leiper. 
Melanie Wentz 

. I I 

t' 

:i 

-NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN 
1346 Connecticut Avenue, NW, #924 
Washington, DC 20036 
296-2588 

+*Miriam s. Salkind · 1 

-NATIONAL INTERRELIGIOUS SERVICE. BOARD 
FOR CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 

550 Washington Building 
15th and New York Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
393-4868 

+*Warren W. Hoover 

NATIONAL JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
ADVISORY COUNCIL 

443 Park Avenue South 
New York, NY 10016 
212/684-6950 

+*Paul Minkoff 

-3-

-NETWORK 
806 Rhode Island Avenue, NE 
Washington, DC 20018 
526-4070 

*Carol Coston 
+Ruth Nieland 

-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE US 
110 Maryland Avenue, NE, #104 
Washington, DC 20002 
543-1126 

+*George A. Chauncey 
Marti Schweitzer 

-REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA 
1707 Columbia Road, NW 
Washington, DC 20009 
265-2580 

+*Laura Mol 

-SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 
GENERAL CONFERENCE 

6840 Eastern Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC , 20012 
722-6680 

+*Gary M. Ross 
+B.B. Beach 

-SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
10 East 40th Street 
New York, NY 10016 
212/686-8670 

+Henry Michelman 

-UNION .OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
2027 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC · ·20036 
387-2800 

+*David Saperstein 

-UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION 
100 Maryland Avenue, NE, #106 
Washington , DC 20002 
547-0254 

+*Robert Z. Alpern 

Section on Social Responsibility 
Unitarian Universalist Association 
25 Beacon Street 
Boston, MA 02108 
617/742-2100 

+*Loretta J. Williams 



WISC ORGANIZATION LIST - 1981 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 
SERVICE COt,t.iITTEE 

3209 Stanford Street 
Adelphi, MD 20783 
422-3507 

+*Mary Ann Kelley 

-UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
110 Maryland Avenue, NE, #504 
Washington, DC 20002 
543-1517 

+*Paul Kittlaus 
+Zelle Andrews 
+Gretchen _Eick 
+Ralph Watkins 

Office for . Church in Society 
United Church of Christ 
105 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 
212/683-5656 

+*James E. Lintner 

Office for Church in Society 
United Church of Christ 
2525 East Newton Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53211 
414/291-9393 

+*David Rohlfing 

-UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
BOARD OF CHURCH AND SOCIETY 

100 Maryland Avenue, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 
488-5600 

+*Thom Fassett, 488-5651 
+*Carolyn McIntyre, 488-5622 
*Harold Stephens, 488-5624 
Irene Adame, 488-5658 
Anita Anand, 488-5647 

+Guillermo Chavez, 488-5655 
Jaydee Hanson, 488-5650 
Jane . Harvey, 488~5646 

+Beverly Jackson, 488-5659 
Harold Massey, 488-5653 

+Robert Mcclean, 488-5647 
+George Ogle, 488-5643 
+Luther Tyson, 488-5649 

-UNITED METHODIST CHURCl::I . 
WOMEN'S DIVISION 

110 Maryland Avenue, NE, #211 
Washington, DC 20002 
488-5660 

+*Joyce Hamlin 
Miriam Chrisler 
Robin Jernigan 

.. ,4-

UNITED METHODIST LAW 
OF THE SEA PROJECT 

100 Maryland Avenue, NE, #212 
Washington, DC 20002 
488-5641 

+*Barbara Weaver 

-UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE USA 
110 Maryland Avenue, NE, #104 
Washington, DC 20002 
543-1126 

+*Mary Jane Patterson 
+Robert Barrie 
+Jean C. Pierce 

-UNITED STATES CATHOLIC CONFERENCE 
1312 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
659-6606 

+*James L. Robinson 

-UNIVERSAL FELLOWSHIP OF METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY CHURCHES 

110 Maryland Avenue, NE, #210 
Washington, DC 20002 · 
543-2260 

+*Adam DeBaugh 
Joseph Kerger 

-WASHINGTON OFFICE ON AFRICA 
110 Maryland Avenue, NE, #112 
Washington, DC 20002 
546-7961 

+*Jean Sindab 
Christine Root 

-WASHINGTON OFFICE ON LATIN AMERICA 
110 Maryland Avenue, NE, #404 
Washington, DC 20002 
544-8045 

*Joseph T. Eldridge 
Heather Foote 
Jo Marie Griesgraber 

+George Rogers 
Arthur Sist 

WASHINGTON SEMINAR CENTER 
Capitol Hill Presbyterian Church 
4th and Independence Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20002 
547-8118 

+*Estalene Ferrillo 
\ . 

37 Member groups 

Compiled: 5/81 
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CLUSA :2 f rt µrv1J.2. fLl _ ~ 
COOPERATIVE CJ,,.,), ~JJ <--h, 

' ILLIAMS. President 

LEAGUE OF THE ~iri Jt).f-'i 
USA @,. ff J, -E>+or by 
''Oommen ground for cooperatives" 

Mrs. Elizabeth Hanford D:>le 
Special Assistant to the Presider 
0-ffice of Public Llaison 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Elizabeth: 

The C:Ooperative League of the USA (CLUSA) and several other private and 
voluntary non-profit (PVO's) organizations wuld like to again request a 
maeting with you and your staff in the next few days. We would like 
to discuss the role of the PVO in foreign assistance and the necessary 
passage of a foreign aid authorization and appropriation bill this year 
in the U.S. House antl Senate. 

In addition to the Cooperative_ League, the following organizations \\Duld 
··be represented at the meeting: the C:Ooperative for American Relief Every­
where (CARE), Save the Children, P.A.I.D., the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA), Church World Services and Catholic 
Relief Services (CRS). We hope to take no rrore than one hour of your 
time and would suggest the dates of S~tember 14, September 15, September 
17 and September 21st. 2._ ::2 / ~ {r:-i.... I 3 2..... 

?7 - ~~--- ~===- --===---
s uld you have any qeustions or need additional information on this 
equest and those in attendance, do not -hesitate _to contact either myself 

or Martha McCabe here at the League. 

.. 
EMW:rrm t ls>'V\,·,,_ "+ i,.:_,•11-(·~ 

1 t--, I\K-- ~ ~ 
~ ~r""0·;,·.__ 
oel> ~ I; ').r, C,. /111 

µ,.~~ 
The Na tional Confederation of Cooperatives 

Sincerely, 

~ 
President 

SUITE 1100 / 1828 L ST., :'\ .W. 
\\'ASHI'.'\GTO;-.. . D .C. 20036 
202 / 87 2-0:'1.::;o r· i m .;-. r1 n , _\ 
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THE \'\'l lITE HOUSE 

WASlll1".GTON 

September 22, 1981 

TO: Flo Randolph - Ed Meese's office 

FROM: Morton Blackwell and Jack B~rgess 

RE: C.L.U.S.A. 

Re our meeting with C.L.U.S.A. on SepteL:.>er 21, their 
principal request was that the White House designate 
someone on the Hill to manage the Foreign Assistance Act~ 

They sense a lack of commitment here on the topic of foreign aid. 
They hope that any statements that the President makes 
encouraging volunteerism will include a reference to the 
traditional American support of voluntary programs to help 
the needy overseas. 

Below is a list of ·the people present at the meeting. 

Dr. Russell E. Morgan National Council for International Health 
298-5901 

Samuel E. Bunker N.R.E.C.A. 
573-9686 

Martha L. McCake Cooperative League 
8-7 2-0550 

Lt. Col. Ernest A, Miller Salvation Array 
.. .. 833....:-5577 

Fred W. Devine C.A.R.E. 
686-2646 

Carol Coops Church World Service/Lutheran World Relief 
484-3950 

Father Robert R. Charleboro Catholic Relief Services 
212-838-4700 

Save Our Children 
203 - 226 - 7272 

' 

David L. Canyer 

Elise F. Smith Private Agencies in International 
466-3430 

Development' 

Eate Scmcrad 

Daznija Krcslins 

Julia Bloch 

A.I.D. 
235-2708 
A.I.D. 
235-1380 
A.I.D. - Assistant Administrator Food for 
Peace and Voluntary organizations 

cc. Shirley Billl~rd - Elizabe th Dole 's office 

1· 
!' 
I' 
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TH€ A DAY OF PRAYER AND FASTING FOR THE "SIBERIAN SEVEN" AND THE SUFFERING RUSSIAN CHURCH; 

CHAPEL 
OFTHEAIR 

BOX 30, WHEATON, ILLINOIS 60187 

BOX 2000, WATER DOWN, ONTARIO, CANADA LOR 2H0 
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December 8, 1981 

Mrs. Robert J. Dole 
C/0 The White House 
Washington, D. c. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Dole: 

Responding to the plight of the 11 Si_berian Seven" and the 
obvious escalation of persecution of believers in the 
Soviet Union, we at the Chapel of the Air have called for 
a day of prayer and fasting on Wednesday, March 31, 1982 
on their behalf. Moreover, through key contacts in Moscow 
and radio into the Soviet Union (via the Slavic Gospel 
Association), Christians in that country have been asked 
to pray and fast for American believers on the same day. 

We plan to publicize this coming event through Christian 
periodicals and through our r adio program heard over 250 
stations across the country. 

Enclosed is a news release of this coming event. I would 
deeply appreciate any support you could give to it. Thank 
you. 

In His service, 

~~ 
James P. Hilt 
Project Coordinator 

J H:ms 
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THE A DAY OF PRAYER AND FASTING FOR THE "SIBERIAN SEVEN " AND THE SUFFERING RUSSIAN CHURCH; 
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~ Subject: March 31, 1982 Day of Prayer and Fasting for the Siberian 
Seven and the Suffering Russian .Church. en 

~ 
u.. 
0 
z 
~ 
a: 
w 
>­
~ 
a: 
ll. 

Responding to a critical need, the national radio broadcast 
Chapel of the Air (Wheaton, Illinois) has called for a day of prayer 
and fasting on Wednesday, March 31, 1982 for the "Siberian Seven" 
held in the United States Embassy in Moscow and the suffering Russian 
Church. u.. 
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! of five members of the Vashchenko family and ·two members of the ~ 
5 Chmykhalov family) and the obvious escalation of oppression of believ- ~ 
~ ers by all levels of the Soviet Government, a vital need exists for 2 

5 Christians to unite in prayer and fasting on their behalf. Indi- ~ 
~ viduals, families, college groups, Bible study and prayer groups, ~ 
~ churches, Christian organizations, etc., are being urged to partici- ~ 
::i pate. ~ 
a: ~ 
Cl ~ 
z m Christians in the Soviet Union have also been asked through key 

contacts to pray and fast for American believers on the same day. 
Thus, a mighty chorus of prayer will be exchanged between our coun­
tries on each other's behalf. 
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The plight of the Siberian Seven began on June 27, 1978 when they 
arrived at the U.S. Embassy expecting to receive counsel for emigra­
tion from the Soviet Union in pursuit of religious freedom. Though 
holding an official letter from U.S. officials authorizing their 
entrance into the Embassy, they knew that getting past the Soviet 
guards at the gate was another matter. Seeking entrance, by itself, 
could mean imprisonment and torture for everyone. Nevertheless, with 
years of torment branded in their minds, they proceeded. 

As expected, the Russian guards blocked passage. The families 
then rushed past them onto the Embassy grounds except for John, the 
Vashchenko son, who was caught, choked, then taken away. 

Frightened for John and themselves, the Seven refused to leave 
the Embassy until learning of his fate. More than two weeks later, 
their fears were confirmed. Having contacted their daughter, Vera, 
in Chernogorsk by phone, the Vashchenkos discovered that John was 
home, but he had been beaten and tortured. It was at this point 
that the Seven became convinced that asylum should be sought until 
emigration visas to the west were granted. Thus what was intended to 
be a brief visit turned into one of the longest asylums in diplomatic 
history. 

Those interested will pray as follows: First, regarding the 
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News Release (2) 

Siberian Seven, that the Soviet Government would grant emigration 
visas to them and their families still in Chernogorsk. Then, once 
released, that they would settle in the place of God's choice, the 
one best suited for them. Moreover, that God will protect them 
from emotional and physical harm and meet their emotional, physical, 
and spiritual needs. 

Secondly, concerning the Russian Church, Christians will pray 
that the Soviet Government on all levels would stop persecuting 
believers and grant them the freedom to exercise their faith and 
meet publicly without restraint. Also, that Christian families 
would endure attacks leveled at them from atheistic forces and 
remain united and strong. Moreover, amidst persecution and pain, that 
the body of Christ in Russia would grow numerically and become con­
stantly stronger spiritually. And finally, that God would be power­
fully and lovingly in their midst, especially during times of trouble. 

In connection with the day of prayer there will also be a writing 
campaign of letters and petitions to Soviet officials calling for 
emigration visas for the two families and freedom for Christians 
throughout Russia to openly meet and exercise their faith. Letters 
and petitions will be s~nt to these addresses: 

Ambassador Anatoly Dobrynin 
Embassy of the USSR 
1125 16th Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

President Brezhnev 
The Kremlin 
Moscow, R.S.F.S.R. 
U.S.S.R. 

In case the Seven are released by March 31st, prayers and the 
writing campaign will still occur for the suffering Russian Church 
at large. 

The exiled Russian believer Georgi Vins said upon arriving in 
America: "If everyone remained silent, we might very well be dead." 
On March 31, 1982, a powerful voice of American believers will be 
heard by Soviet officials through prayer, fasting, and a writing 
campaign. We will not be silent! 

Jim Hilt 
Project Co-ordinator 
Chapel of the Air 
P.O. Box 30 
Wheaton, IL 60187 




