Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: Blackwell, Morton: Files

Folder Title: American Legion II:
American Legion Convention Schedule Proposal
(1 of 2)

Box: 42

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://reaganlibrary.qov/archives/diqital-library

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/



https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


























































dANK YO Commar—3 K ¢ (1 ) ._&) LOR THAT \
KIND INTRODUCTION. As PRESIDENT REAGAN SAID IN HIS
TELEVISED REMARKS, | BRING HIS WARMEST GREETINGS TO THE
LEGIONARIES AND AUXILARY MEMBERS OF THIS GRAND ORGANIZATION,

It's A PLEASURE FOR ME TO BE HERE TO DISCUSS THE PARTNERSHIP
WHICH THE PRESIDENT IS WORKING TO ESTA! .ISH BETWEEN HIS
WHITE HousE AND THE AMERICAN LEGION. BUT ANY SPEAKER, NO
MATTER HOW DILIGENTLY HE OR SHE HAS PRI 'ARED AN ADDRESS,
WOULD GET EDGY ABOUT HOW HER MESSAGE WILL COME ACROSS TO

AN AUDIENCE LIKE THIS.

I xhow I CAN'T SHAKE A STORY ABOUT MY FELLOW REPUBLICAN

CILL SImoN.

"1LL HAD JUST FINISHED GIVING ONE OF HIS POWERFUL, NO-NONSENSE
SPEECHES AND WAS BEING APPROACHED BY AN ELDERLY LADY WHOSE

BREATHLESS COMMENT WAS,

“OH, MR, SIMON, I ENJOYED YOUR SPEECH SO MUCH. I THOUGHT IT
WAS ABSOLUTELY SUPERFLUOUS.

S1 N, ALWAYS QUICK ON HIS FEET, REJOINED,

"1'M DELIGHTED THAT YOU LIKED I1T. PERHAPS, I SHOULD HAVE
IT PUBLISI™ F~3THUMOUSLY.”

"YJoNDERFUL:"” SAID THE ADMIRER, "“THE SOONER THE BETTER."”



Tk E AP~ SO MANY WONDERFUL THINC GOING ON IN

WASHINGTON THAT I'D LIKE TO SHARE WITH You--WHITE HousE
POLICIES AND REGULATORY CHANGES THAT WILL EFFECT EACH ONE
C. US IN THIS ROOM.

FORTUNATELY, UNLIKE PEOPLE FROM WASHINGTON IN PREVIOUS YI 3S,
MY MISSION HERE HAS LITTLE TO DO WITH EXPLAINING NEW
REGULATIONS THAT WE'RE WRITING FOR YOU,

WE'RE TRYING TO PUT THOSE DAYS BEHIND US,

P THOUGH HE'S NOT MY FAVORITE SAGE, [\ORMAN MAILER ONCE SAID
SOMETHING ON THIS TOPIC WORTH KEEPING IN MIND, HE ADVISED
AUDIENCES TO BEWARE OF WASHINGTON OFFICIALS BRAGGING ABOUT
REGULATIONS. “H-" = OF WHAT THE SPEAKER SAYS,” MAIL™? WARNS,
"1S PROBABLY INCORRECT, THE REST IS /5 PERC™T WRONG."

LEGIOH - CONCLRNS

BEFORE TALKING ABOUT EVENTS IN WASHINGTON, HOWEVER, I'D
LIKE TO REVIEW THE CONCERNS SOME OF YOU HAVE BROUGHT TO
MY ATTENTION SINCE I ARRIVED,

LIBYA

I

ON TOP OF EVERY"~nv'e 1 1ev [g A I ITTIF TTEM FROM LAST MONTH
IN\ __VING NAVY Y SQUAD OF s,

AND TWO LIBYAN PLAMN._J3.,

['M DEEPLY HEARTENED BY EXPRESSIONS OF SUPPORT YOU'VE OFFERED
THE ADMINISTRATION, JUDGING FROM MY SURVEY, IT APPEARS
AMERICAN LEGION MEMBERS WOULD AGREE WITH PRESIDENT REAGAN WHEN

HE SAID, "IF IT'S NECESSARY TO DEFEND OURSELVES AGAINST THE









IN THIS LAND, ONLY THE AMERICAN SOUTH t S KNOWN SUCH

DISASTER AND HAVOC,

THIS YOUNG CONVENTION DELEGATE WHO, PERHAPS, REPRESENTS
SERVICE PEOPLE OF THE VIET iAM AND THE FOLLOWING
GENERATION, URGED ME TO RETURN WITH A MESSAGE TO WASHINGTON.

"LET'S LEARN,"” HE SAID, “FROM THE MISTAKES OF OTHER
JUNTRIES; COUNTRIES WHICH WEP™N'T VIG!' ANT AND WHICH

REFUSED TO RECOGNIZ. THAT EVEN A PEACE.JL NATION IS

FOOLISH TO WEAKEN OR MALIGN ITS OWN SOLDIERS.”

‘q.'\n,‘"“:\:l{\ TONEHIT

A E AUXILARY

M

I ILL AMERICA'S

W

W NYTHING MILITARY.?
0 E ALONGSIDE









0 | CAN T7'.L YOU HE WAS GRATEFUL FOR THE LEGION’S RESOLUTIONS

OF SUPPORT.

PERHAPS, MORE THAN ANY SINGLE F/ OR, IT WAS THE GRASSROOTS
SUPPORT FOR HIS PLANS WHICH CONVINCED DEMOCRAT REPRESENTATIVES
TO BREAK RANKS AND VOTE FOR THE BIPARTISAN BUDGET AND TAX BILLS,

¥ HEAR FROM CRITICS, IN JEST AND OTHERWISE, THAT GRASSROOTS
SUPPORT TO CUT FEDERAL HANDOUTS IS ACTL _LY THE PASSIONATE
DESIRE BY AMERICANS TO “CUT THY NEIGHBC 'S SUBSIDY.”

BuT You AND [ KNOW THIS CONSERVATIVE REVOLUTION GOES FAR DEEPER
THAN THAT. IT'S A DEEP LOVE OF A COUNTRY BY PEOPLE WILLING

TO CUT SUBSIDIES NOT JUST TO OUR  NEIGHBORS, BUT TO OURSELVES,
AMERICANS RECOGNIZE GOVERNMENT LARGESS SOLVES NOTHING,

0 AMERICA CAN TURN ITSELF AROUND --NOT JUST BECAUSE IT HAS TO,
BUT, BY GEORGE, BECAUSE IT WANTS TO,

0 AND ABOUT OUR NEW PRESIDENT? JaMEs Br i, WHITE House CHIEF-oF-
STAFF, MAY HAVE SAID IT BEST. JIM SAYS THE PRESIDENT'S
'BEEN SUCCESSFUL BECAUSE OF THE "DEEP-SEAT ) PERSONAL BELIEFS
THAT HE BRINGS TO THE OFFICE--VIEWS TI [ WERE ONCE PART OF
THE AMERICAN CHARACTER AND NOW, L JER HIS LEADERSHIP, ARE

BEGINNING TO SURFACE ONCE AGAIN.”

ECOHOMIC CHANGL
0  IN RECENT YEARS, AMERICA HAS BEEN ANEMIC INDEED, WE HAVE
HAD THE LOWEST RATE OF SAVINGS AND INVESTMENT AMONG ALL THE

WC L MAJOR INDUL TRIAL POWE 3.
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I'D LIKE TO QUOTE TWO STATEMENTS WHICH REVEAL HIS
GOOD SENSE--AFTER WHICH ] PROMISE TO SUBSIDE.

"THe MEANING OF AMERICA,” sAys CooLIDGE, “IS NOT TO BE
FOUND IN A LIFE WITHOUT TOIL. EEDOM IS NOT ONLY BOUGHT
WITH A GREAT PRICE; IT IS MAINTAINED BY UNREMITTING

EFFORT."

TRUE, CALVIN COOLIDGE GOVERNED IN LESS PERILOUS TIMES.,
A > YET, | BELIEVE HE HAD SOMETHING TO SAY TO THOSE
WHO IN TODAY'S WORLD ARE CONSTANTLY MAKING GLOOMY FORECASTS--
0 PARTICULARLY THOSE QUARTERS WHICH PREDICT DOOM
WHENEVER WE STAND UP TO GUYS LIKE QADDAFI, OR
0 WHEN AMERICA REFUSES TO SIGN UNREASONABLE SALT TREATIES.

Bab 1INGS MAY coME, BUT, “REMEMBER,” ¢ 1PPED SILENT CAL,
"TF vyou SEE 10 TROUBLES COMING DOWN THE ROAD, _YOU CAN BE

SURE THAT NINE WILL RUN INTO THE DITCH EFORE THEY REACH YoU,"

FEHE IR
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 25, 1981

TO: Red Cavaney
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell

I hat Jjust finished a phone conversation with Dave Turner,
the speechwriter. I told me that he has all the neces: 7
information to complete the revised speech and is on sci 1le
for delivery of the speech tomorrow.










>g\-\\ ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
7

August 24, 1981

**2%)POWER, Ms Maiselle Shortley
R | JE Areas MEMORANDUM FOR :
" Room 191 01d Executive Office Bldg

Attn: Mr. David Turner
1665 34th St., NW, Wash DC

Attached is the information you specifically.
requested. You may also find the attached
article on 'Quality of Life' useful for your
project.

e
/jé%?%1h¢ﬂﬁv/2génaé&£%?
Howard W. Randall
Colonel, USA
Military Assistant









