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some Americans seamed to believe that good intentions alone could insure our
survival in this dangerous world - then, too, the members of the Iegion stood
up.

What you‘told us then is what President Reagan is putting into action now.
You told us that America was a great nation - and now we're once again behaving
like one. You told us that the main threat to peace in this world cames fram
tl Soviet Union - and nowy re g our for "m policy on that basis. Y
told us that great nations have to be willing to spend dollars on their defense -
and now we're camitted to a military budget that reverses cur long slide toward
secondary status. Finally - and most important of all - you have stood like a
beacon in the night, warning us against the dangers of international self-delusion.

Over the last decade, a lot of Americans turned inward. Having tasted the
ashes of Vietnam, they had no taste for what they thought of as intermational
crusades. And, leaders turned inward. We cut military spending. We pursued
arms control as '~ one side alone could set a good example for others. Our armed
forces got stiff in the joints. Cynicism took the place of faith. Apathy pushed
aside patriotism. And we soft-pedalled the needs of our Vietnam veterans.

And all during those locust years, this organization swam against the tide.
Because no one knows better than you the importance of sacrifice. Your values

overshadow the fads and fashions of any season. They march, as you yourselves

You were not the world's policemen - you were its protecto You never

served in the front line of any aggression - you stood your ground against the

aggression of others. Your inheritance fram previous generations was heroic -
you have ev / rigt’ to exp¢ : yo goverrr it to live up to that historic

ad  lon.
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"The history of failure in war," Douglas MacArthur once wrote, can be
summed up in two words: "Too late. Too late in camprehending the deadly purpose
of a potential enemy. Too late in realizing the mortal danger. Too late in
preparedness. Too late in uniting all possible forces for resistance. Too
late in standing with one's friends."

What MacArthur said about war applies with equal logic to diplomacy, to
the conduct of international relations, and to the state of this nation's defense.
For years, the Iegion has warned us to wake up °~ the danger and reassert our
legitimate national interests befére it was too late. Well, ladies and gentlemen:
It isn't too late. Ronald Reagan is in the White House.

It isn't too late to rebuild this nation's economy, without which our defense
will rest on a precarious house of cards.

It isn't too late to insti”™” new vigor to old words like profit and inc tive.
It isn't .too late to return to the great American idea that work should be
rewarded - and that hard work and a dream or two should carry a man or woman a
long way toward their highest hopes.

With President Reagan in the Oval Office, it isn't too late to make government
what it was always meant to be - the ser tof thep 1le, not "«
It's not too late to rescue millions of our countrymen fram hopeless street corners

or unamployment lines - to bring all Americans into an economic system that

Most of all, with Ronald Reagan in the White House, it's not too late for
America to be great again. Of course - it may be too late for a couple of
Colonel Kadhafi's marauding pilots. It may be too late for the street mobs that

w accustaned in recent years to burning our flag and o ' pying our issies.
It may be too late for so-called revolutionaries who, up till now, have rec da

lis nation as a convenient target for their slogans and their frustrations.












-7-

So when Reagan says he is determined to give our military men and women
a living standard worthy of their sacrifice - I think you can count on him to
do just that. And when he points the way toward American strength and determination
instead of weakness and vacilation - then you can count on millions of others
in this country taking their places alongside your own membership.

"People never remain the same after they came to Washington," Woodrow
Wilson once observed. "They either grow or swell - usually the latter."

Well, Wilson was only half right. I've seen the President's growth since
he took office, and he has truly became a President for all the people. And what
is swelling all around the President is a sense of national renewal. We are
telling the world that we are over our brief bout with national gui;t and isolation.-
We are rebuilding our military' so that freedam once more has a sentinel standing
guard. We are restoring vitality to our economy - so that what we defend is in
keeping with what the founding fathers created. We are conducting our relations
with other nations as partners - not patsies. We are making old alliances
stron : - and we are ¢ :ing out new friends. We have rediscovered our true
ﬁission in the world - to protect freedom at hame and abroad. That is the rock
on which we were founded more than 200 years ago.

Across the centuries, regardless of wars and depressions and revolutionary
changes in other parts of the world, this has been America's mission. Whenever
we lived up to our obligations then we were a nation to wham the world could

t n. 1 7% 11 vto T .
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There's an old joke in Army camps that says "the soldiers win the battles
and the generals get the credit."” Of course, no one knows better than you that
armies are made up of G.I.'s as well as generals. And I can assure you after
many talks with President Reagan that he : jards himself as a ( blessed
with the greatest Army in the world - the Ammy of the American people - the
Army of American purpose — an Army whose most reliable divisions are gathered
in this hall.

So I bid you - take heart. Your long campaign ft America td be hes 1f
has paid off. The days of decline are over. The days of leaC ship in the
cause of peace through strength are in their place. It's not too late to be

great again. Don't ever for : that - and don't ever cease to remind those

'elected or appointed to high office. For we are but individual reflections of

the things you fought to preserve. And we in President Reagan's auxiliary are
camitted by his command to carry on that fight.

The fight - like the flag that commands our mutual loyalty - is samething
we have in cammon. With God's help and our own newfound resolve — both will
be secure. It is that I came to tell you today - that you have more than a
fr’ d in the White House. You have an ally.

You have already given mu ° of yom “Twes. Now your country demands even

more. Help us keep steady on the r  course we are embarked upon. Help

Help him as ! goes about the enormous task of restoring respect for 2 r-ica
among our friends and foes alike. Help him achieve all this - and you will
help keep your own children and grandchildren out of war.

For in the end, it all cames down to this: Who can ddubt the challenge

of defending peace and freedam in this modern age? Who can dare not to meet it?



Remarks by Sarah McClendon
Before The American Legion National Commander's Luncheon
Presidential Ballroom, Capital Hilton Hotel
February 17, 1982

Acceptance of National Commander's Public =zlations Award for 1982



National Commander Flynt of Texas, Public Relations Commissioner Detweiler,
Commander Boyle and all you good Legionnaires and friends, and especially
our veterans from Canada.

I want to thank the Legion for this award. Itis . honor to me to be mentioned
by the Legion, which I have been acquainted with since its start. I was a child
then down in East Texas, but as soon as we heard about the Legion, all the
women in my family became auxiliary members.

We had knitted wristlets for two brothers overseas in World War I and sold war
bonds and stamps and marched in parades. I guess you grow up to this.

So in World War II, I volunteered for the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps. Later
we were assimilated into the Army. Now I am proud to be a member of _ae
American Legion Post No. 20 at the National Press Club. And my twelve-year-
old grandaughter in Canada has just joined the Junior Air Cadets.

At the Press Club Post, we put on programs periodically to inform our colleagues
and the public about national defense issues. I hope other Legion posts are
doing the same.

I: glad that the Legion across the country has an enviable record . service
to the nation in educating people on top priorities in our country. I am glad

the Legion rehabilitates veterans and fosters a large number of programs to help
the nation's youth. Nearly every post has a worthwhile program going, from
stopping child pornography and child abuse to studying Reyes syndrome and
cystic fibrosis, in addition to sponsoring many Boy Scout troops, youth athletics
and government studies.

I wish the Legion members would not be so apologetic at times about war records
Bring them out and talk about them. Let's have more oral history. People today
need this history to back up heritage and for national defense.

I have a daughter living in Canada who reminds me that in that country when they
have a Veterans Day, they really put it on. And why do we not start ca ng it as
our public affairs men at headquarters have proposed--why not Veterans
Appreciation Day!

Now I am going to talk to you about the need for more of our citizens back in the
cities and towns to be better informed about government. This is a developing

project in teaching citizenship which I wish our Leglon posts would undertake
Wao Arvierh+ 48 havra Acrazees Limlh ~cla~ad --,.‘,J - .

could have voted did not vote for anyone for president.

As a newspaper reporter, I have kept particular watch over veterans programs
and the problems of military women trying to stay in this man's army and
desperately trying to keep our chances to serve our country. My friends, you
may not have realized it but the country needs us women. Do you know that
the military aged men by 1990 will be fewer than women! We want the chance
to serve our country. We may not be able to lift heavy boxes of ammunition.
But then I notice it sometimes takes two or three men to do this too.
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T2 1: someone advanced the informat’ to The Washington Post, a le . if y«
will, telling the American people that the defense spending program mij cost

°  more than published estimates, the White House screamed and the top Pentagon
officials asked that lie detector tests be given to such trusted aides as the Joir
Chiefs of Staff and other top officials. Remember, they were being punished
because someone told you what you neec 3 to know as a citizen about your defense
and your money. Don't you think you ought to have had that information?

Times are getting tough. I would not be surpris .if some reporters are made to
take lie detector tests, have their White House and Pentagon passes lifted and are
sentenc 1 to jail.

Leaks are not always the sin against national security that they have been painted
to be by the White House in its new rules and in its messages to Congress
requesting legislation. Leaks may be good for the country. Often they are used
by the Administration to put forth propaganda on some pet program they want.

If we knew they were manipulating information to persuade us, advanced before
the unknowing public, to their way of thinking, then we could make a better
judgment as to worth. They may do the President some good at times by warning
him of what his own subordinates are doing. The leak may come in time for him

to stop some weak appointment, or mismanagement or harassment of the taxpayer.
They may tell of danger or failure. Leaks were used heavily by the Kennedy
administration as trial baloons to test public sentiment for some new program.
Lyndon Johnson used this method of getting an idea across. I imagine nearly all
administrations used this plan. Certainly FDR did. I like Bill Moyers' explanation
on television recently. He said that leaks are often the truth that the government
officials do not want the public to know.

In some ways, this administration is open to the press but very little. The
Reagan administration has the nicest, most courteous, hard working press staffs
I have ever seen in the lower echelon but one of tt least revealing in the higher
channels. We miss Jim Brady.

The fact that the President has so few press conferences makes it more difficult

for both him and the reporters when he does have one. He could do it. His staff--
especially the troika or what I call the "Three Insulators"--Ed Meese, Jim Baker
and Michael Deaver, are so frightened for him that they do not let him have many
press conferences. He would learn from reporters' questions what was going on
and the questions would not be so general and pointless if they were put more
frequently.

This press conference and the frequency with which it is held is of great importance
to you, the citizens. You love it. It is watched from all over the world now. It

1 1 . --

Richard Nixon, surprised to hear there was trouble in administration at the
Veterans Administration, started his inquiry in ten minutes after leaving the podium
in the East Room following a question.

There is today so much staging of dramatic charm at the White House that the
scarcity of real information is often overlooked. Reporters have no choice but to
be props at these staged events. And reporters try to be positive about all this.
T! s give you an account each day without telling you whether it is a damn far
or not. If they said so, it would be considered editorializing on their part, a
matter of their own conclusions and opinion. They are not authorized to do that.

QAmatimoae T awrich thawr ennld
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THE WHITE HOUSE v
WASHINGTON
December 2, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR BILL SADLEIR
FROM: RED CAVANEYM

SUBJECT: American Legion Washington Conference
February 24-26, 1983

As a follow up to my earlier conversations with you and Fred, I
am affixing a copy of our schedule proposal for consideration by
you.

As you may recall, last August we were forced to cancel the
President's scheduled appearance before a joint gathering of
the American Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary. The
annual Washington conference of thesé-two groups in late
February provides us with an excellent opportunity to remove
any remaining American Legion concerns about last year's can-
cellation.

If at all possible, I would recommend an early acceptance by
you for the President to appear before a joint gathering of
the Legion and its Auxiliary here in February. I'm reluctant
to broach the subject of the two groups coming together again
without an indication from you that such may be possible.

Could I pl 1ise have your thoughts?



































