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WESHINGTON
July 5, 1983

~ ORANDUM TO ANNE "~GGINS

FROM: ’ Morton C. Ble kwel%é%%@i

SUBJECT: Propc :d Letter for President's Signature

The American Legion wants a response, dated May 4, 1983
to the attached letter to the President from ue National
Commander.

Enclosed is an appropriate draft. Please make sure
1e " :tter is dated May 4. They will reprint i in their
national magazine.

Please give my office a call (2657) v en the letter is
ready and we will r :k it up for delivery to the American
" :gion.

Thank you.

'B: jet





















The President June 8, 1983

Federal employees, specifically veterans, would be adversely affected

by the GSA contracting out proposal for the positions of guards, cus-
todians, elevator oy ‘ators, and messengers. These positions, reserved

by Taw (5 USC 3310), for veterans, are often the only means these

people have of entering federal service ar failure to retain these
positions as part of the federal work force would virtually jnore current
law under provisions of the Veterans Rt {justment Appointment Authority.

Mr. President, we urge you to reconsider your position on the three
issues discussed here.

Sincerely yours,

¢ 7 %
7 Y

AL KELLER, w7

National Commander
The American Legion
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OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

June 7, 1983

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

191 Old Executive Office Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Blackwell:

Five members of The American Legion will be honored within the next
few weeks for their contributions in community service, youth
activities, volunteer service, work with veterans, and heroism.

Each will receive The American Legion National Commander's "Certificate
of Recognition" plagque. Gordon's Dry Gin Co. Ltd. will also present
each with its "Good Neighbor Award" plaque and a check for $1,000
payable to the award winner's favorite charity.

We plan to present each of these five civic-minded Legionnaires with

a scrapbook containing letters from his U.S. senators and representative,
state officials, our national commander and others. We would appreciate
a letter from the President commending each recipient for his contribution
to society. A draft letter and background information on each recipient
is enclosed.

We would prefer you send the presidential letters back to us so we can
include them in the scrapbooks. If you have any questions on this
matter, please call Jim Witek at 861-2790.

Executive Director

MSK /tla

I :ls.



DRAFT

Mr. Christian W. Bretall
2814 Clearview Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland 21234
Dear Mr. Bretall:

I wish to commend you for yc = work with veterans at the Veterans
Administration Hospital in Perry Point, Maryland, for the past 54 years—-
including more than 37,000 hours since VA volunteer service began to be
documented in 1946.

Your impressive de 7 :ation in devoting your personal time to
improving the lives of hospitalized fellow veterans by arranging for their
recreation and bringing in individuals and groups to entertain them
typifies tl.le American spirit of helping our fellow man.

I am proud of the contributions you h: : made to the morale and
welfare of our veterans, who deserve the best our nation can give them
for the sacrifices they have r 1le for our country.

I wish you health and happiness in the future.

Sincerely,

RONALD REAGAN






DRAFT

Mr. Harold A. Spies
90 Sodus Street

Clyde, New York 14433
Dear Mr. Spies:

I wish to commend you for your personal involvement wi  people
of all ages during your many years of volunteer service to Wayne
County, New York.

Your service as disaster chairman of the Wayne County Chapter
of the American Red Cross for 30 years; civil ¢ lense admi " strator
of Galen, New York, for 36 years; advisory board member, Wayne
County Office for the Aging, and numerous other volunteer efforts
typify the spirit of volunteerism and ;s,et an example for all Americans
to follow.

I am aware of the many awards and honors which have been
bestowed upon you by the organizations you have served. And, I am
proud of the volunteer service you have performed for Wayne County
and for this country.

Warm regards,

RONALD REAGAN






DRAFT

Mr. Grant Cushinberry
1 .9 Fillmore

Topeka, Kansas 66604

Dear Mr. Cushinberry:

I wish to commend you for your anyy rs of community service
in the Topeka area--not only in three decades as a psychiatric aide at
the Topeka Veterans Administrz > Medical Center, but the additional
volun' :r work you have performe with children, the aged, disabled
citizens and others.

Among your many commu 'ty ¢ ‘vice efforts called to my attention
are the collection of Christmas toys for underprivileged children,
sponsoring free Thanksgiving meals for the elderly and handicapped,
and ¢ .nging transportation for the entertainment of senior citizens.

Thanks to people like you, Topeka and communities across America
are better places to live. I am pleased your fellow citizens have seen
fit to name a public park in your honor.

Such extensive and longstanding community service provides an
ex: »>le all Americans should try to follow.

Warm regards,

AN






DRAFT

Mr. Robert Burns

2208 Inez Drive, North East
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87112
Dear Mr. Burns:

I wish to commend you for your personal involvement with youth,
and especially the mentally handicap: 1, in the Albuquerque, ew
Mexico, area.

Your accomplishments on behalf of Special Olympics are especially
noteworthy. You have supervised annual fund-raising projects,
raised public awareness of the Special Olympics gan : through a
newsletter and served as event coordinator at the area and state-level
games.

You also were instrumental in getting the New Mexico American
Legion involved in Special Olympics and have served as their volunteer
coordinator. In addition, for the last three years you have brought
between 600 and 1,000 children from the Childrens Home and Special
Olympics together to watch the lai :st fireworks display in New M/ .co.

It is quite apparent your actions speak louder than words in all of
these areas. I am proud of your many accomplishments and believe you

‘e an ideal example for all Americans to follow.

Ie

RONALD REAGAN






DRAFT

Mr. Richard E reck

3577 E. Fitzsimmons Road
Oak Creek, Wisconsin 53154
Dear Mr. Edlebeck:

I wish to commend your selfless courage and quick action that saved
the life of a motorist whose car had flipped over into a ditch containing
four feet of icy water.

I have been told that two weeks eai " :r, you had been hospital :d
for insufficient circulation and instruc: 1 by your doctors to keep the
affected area warm at all times. However, youd regarded your own
health and plunged into the icy water to save the life of another human
being. When pressure from the water made it impossible to « en the
front door of the overturned car, you had to remove chunks I ice from
the back door so the vicitim could be removed.

I am proud Americans care enough for their fellow man to perform
heroic deeds such as yours. You are an ideal example for all Americans
to follow.

Warm regards,

RONALD REAGAN
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NATIONAL'COMMANDER Apri] 28, 1983

..1e President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

The American Legion's 2.6 million members throughout the nation heartily
applaud and endorse the comprehensive plan of action for Central America
you described to the Congress on April 27, 1983. We are convinced that
your approach is practical, suited to the area, and offers the best hope
for success. It is a plan all Americans, of whatever persuasion, can,

and should, endorse. As has unfortunately happened repeatedly in the
Twentieth Century, America must belatedly recognize a serious threat to
her interests and unite behind a common endeavor. No more delay or avoid-
ing the issue can be tolerated. Only determined, coordinated and resolute
action under U.S. leadership can . avoid a creeping Pearl Harbor--and this
time not thousands of miles distant in the Pacific--but within several
hundred miles of our shores.

Bipartisan action, as you so rightly suggested, is most assuredly vital to
promoting democracy in Central America. Now is the time when America
must--if it is to survive and prosper in the long run as a beacon of liberty
--reestablish the very effective bipartisan approach to foreign policy and
national security policy that prevailed in the immediate post-war era. That
period of enlightened statesmanship created the institutions and policies
establishing a military deterrent shield behind which an unprecedented
expansion of Western democracy and economic development occur d. The
challenge now is to recapture the spirit that responded to early challenges
to create such successful innovations as the 0AS, NATO, World Bank and IMF.
New international institutions are probably not required at present, but a
similar bipartisan spirit, long-range commitment, and willing ss to sacri-
fice are essential,

; i on 1 ' in
balanced, internally consistent mant.... __.__.__._ ._..rm, economic develop-
ment aid, security assistance, and support for flexible negotiations
consistent with U.S. goals is a combined approach suitable to the needs of
fending of f external threats while seeking to promote the growth of democra-
tic, equitable societies.



The American Legion 5 been a leading voice among those seeking to

alert America to its vital interests in the Caribbean Basin and Central
America. Following through on our concern for the Panama Canal Treaties,
we looked intensively at Central America and, in 1980, fo =2d a Western
Hemisphere Task Force to study the area and report to the American people.
The task force published an extensive study on the Car ean 1isin last
year, which led us to adopt a program very similar to yours. However, we
go one giant step beyond your Caribbean Basin Initiative, wh 1\ we never-
theless strongly support. We call for a 'Marshall-type Plan'' for the
Caribbean Basin. As we see it, the Caribbean Basin suffers from an
economic-political malady which makes it susceptible to communist aggres-
sion just as war-devastated Western Europe was susceptible to communist
aggression in the wake of World War |l. Such a plan is called for because
that approach features coordinated programs, significant funding, regional
cooperation, and a long-term commitment. Today, we endorse General Mars-
hall's advice in 1947 to devise 'a cure rather than a paltiat ve." For a
'""Marshall-type Plan' would flow logically from the formation laid in your
four-part strategy by providing a long-term program to promote freedom and
prosperity in the Caribbean Basin.,

As another expression of concern for the vital importance of Central

America to U.S. national security, | devoted my ''Commander's Message'' in

the May issue of The American Legion Magazine to debunking the ''Vietnam
syndrome." | believe 1 : three million copies distributed of that article
will help to convince con -ned Americans that we cannot allow incorrect
lessons drawn from the Vietnam War to restrict American policv., Carried to
its logical conclusion, the '"Vietnam syndrome'' would tie Amei :a‘'s hands and
lead inexorably to withdrawal into Fortress America with a concomitant
diminishment of freedom and prosperity throughout the world.

Let me assure you, our members will continue to support a sound program for
protecting vital American interests and security in Central America and
encouraging those in the area truly seeking democracy, justice, and freedom.

Sincerely yours,

AL KELLER, JR.
National Commander
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[T™ AMERIC.‘*{ LEGION &

1608 K STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006

September 10, 1982

Mr. Edwin Meese, III
Counselor to the President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Meese:

I respectfully request the opportunity to meet with you
for thirty minutes on a very pressing problem to The American
Legion. My election as National Commander in late August
gives me vast responsibilities which I must address. The
issue I wish to discuss with you is the Pershing Hall in Paris,
France. It is important that 1 brief you on our position on
this matter and, further, that I report to my National Executive
Committee on October 13th. I hope that it will be possible to
meet with you. Any of the following dates are open for me to
be at your office:

September 27, 28, 29
October 4, 5, 6

I will be accompanied by our National Adjutant Robert W.
Spanogle and Executive Director Mylio S. Kraja, both of whom you
have met with on previous occasions on other matters. Mr. Kraja
will be available to your secretary for the arrangements. Our
telephone number in Washington, D.C. is 861-2711.

Sincerely yours,

AL KELLER, JR.
National Commander












































