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Al Keller Jr. —— 2

1 a  served the 1 jion Illinois Department as district cor nder,
department vice commander and department commander. He also served on the
department's Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Commission for several years.

He was a member of the Legion's national Americanism commission until h
election to national commander.

Keller is a member of the Kankakee Elks Lodge and the Disabled American
Veterans and the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Keller and his wife, Genevieve, have two sons.
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(Res. 119- continued)

to | maintained and operated by the Veterans Administ: .ion,
exclusively for the nation's veterans; and

WHEREAS, The Americ 1 Legion continues to adhere to the position that
the v .erans medical care pri operated by VA is a | efit, freely
and justifiably provided by a yraveful nation to its war veterans, a
such program, therefore, should not be associated with contributory
health care programs or insurance, funded and operated from the p1 rate
sector, for profit; and

WHEREAS, overall, The American Legion perceives any proposal of third
'ty reimbursement as posing a direct threat to the integrity of e
veterans medical care program now operated by VA; now, therefore, be

RESOLVED, by The American Legion in ational Convention assembled in
Chicago, I1linois, August 24-26, 1982, that The American Legion opposes
the enactment of legislation providing for third party reimbursement of
the cost of medical care provided by the Veterans Administration to
veterans who are eligible for ar apply for such care.


















(Res.181-continued)

RESOLVED, by The F :rican Legion in National Convention a :mbled in
Chicago, Illinois, August 24-26, 1982, that The American Legion
continues to support the ongoing renovation and replacement progr of
the Department of Medicine and Surgery of the Veter 1s Adminis ation,
as an essential program to maintain the viability of the VA's medical
care program for sick and disabled veterans; and, be it further

RESOLVED, that The American Lt on urges the Administrator of Veterans

Affairs to proceed without detay to authorize and seek funding for the

renovation, replact ent, expansion when nec sary, and improvement

the medical facilities of the VA, as these have been verified through

the Department of Medicine and Surgery five year plan and the oversight
of Congress.






( s, ¢ .- continued)

RESOLVED, by The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Chicago, I11inois, August 24-26, 1982, that The American Legion support
legislation to amend 38 USC so as to make to Veterans Administration an
Executive Department.






(Res. 394~ continued)

RESOLVED, by The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Chicago, I11inois, August 24-26, 1982, that The American Legion s 1sor
and support legislation to amend Title 38, United States Code, to
restore the payment of burial allowance for all veterans who have served
honorably in time of war or national lergency; and, be it further

RESOLVED, that The American Legion oppose any effort to associate wi
or substitute the veterans burial allowar : with the Social Secur
burial allowance; and, be it fir [ly

RESOLVED, that The American Legion sponsor and support Tlegislation to
increase the burial allowanc for veterans to $400 plus the $150 plot
allowance.









(Res. 409- continued)

of Energy to ensure the coo; ‘-ation of their respective agencies in

making available ¢ | existing records and information pertaining to

atmospheric nuclear weapon tests to the Veterans Administration; and, be
it further

RESOLVED, that The American Legion ur: the . nistrator of Vet( .
Af{ 'rs to promulgate regulations and is additional - :c1-
guidelir and instructions to all regional offices neces: -~y for -
| per development judication of claims involving disabilit
I ulting from exposure to radiation.















(Res.411 -continued)

RESOLVED, by The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Chicago, I1linois, August 24-26, 1982, that The American Legion shall
vigorously oppose Veterans Administration cor -acting out of
services or activities deemed (« :ntial for retention in Vet

} iinistration medical care faci ies in order to insure the t
delivery of quality health care to the nation's eligible veterans.












2) Give increased funds, support and assistance to the Federal
Emergency Management Agency.

3) Take advantage of the current over-abundance of grain by
stocking/restocking shelters and warehouses with survival food and plan
to rotate those stocks when responding to requests for assistance to
natural disasters around the world.

4) Reinitiate public and private work progreé that will provic
Jjobs ile providing civilian protection to inc’ : undergrou  and
in-mountain facilities.



















































(Res. 272-contim 1)

our air refueling force m . be able to respond to Administration
concerns for a glob:z response capability and the ability to support a
protracted conflict; now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, by The An ‘ican Legion in National Convention assembled in
Chicago, Il1linois, August 24- |, 1982, that = urge the Administration
and Congress to support the Air Force program to re-engine its KC-135
tanker force with new, quieter, fuel efficient engines which 1 1
provide the capability in the years ahead to meet the refueling
requirements of our strategic, tactical and airlift forces.







(Res. L. l-continued)

RESOLVED, by the American Legion in National Convention asse led in
Chicago, IT1linois, August 24 °5, 1982, that the Administration and the
Department of 2{ 1se arrive at an early date on basing mode offering
the greatest possibility of survival; and, be it further

RESOLVED, that the Administration and the Congress be urged to provide

full support to Defense Department efforts to develop and deploy the

M-X missile as epeditiously - possible to insure that = : U.S. do

not allow the Soviet Union to achieve a position of strategic
iperiority inimicable to our national security interests.






