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THE WHITE H O USE 

WASHINGTON 

December 29, 1982 

TO: 

FROM: 

Judy Pond 

Morton C. Blackwell •~ 

I do not recommend accepting 
any invitations for speakers 
for thi s group. 

They are not a VA recognized 
group. They are small and 
exist mainly as a letterhead 
group for leftist causes. 

_. ._. ·· .. 

. •' • . ...... ~' . : . •' ... 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 16, 1982 

MORTON BLACKWELL 

JUDY POND, Speakers 

SPEAKER REQUEST 

.. . 

PLEASE" PROVIDE YOUR RECOM1\1ENDATION AND COMMENTS ON THE FOLLOWING 
REQUEST UNDER CONSIDERATION: ;1 

,I 
;·~ ., 
/ . 

Event: American Veterans Committee Panel Discussion .tn 
"Has America an Effective National Security s ,-;trategy 
µ.nd How Can It Be Improved?" ,! 

Date: February S, 1983 

Location: Washington, D.C. 
. "\ 

Background: See attached &orrespondence 

RECOMMEND ACCEPT 

RECOMMEND REGRE'l' 

COM.NENTS: 

RECOHMEND \·lHITE HOUSE STAFF 

RECO~.ll.'1END CABINET .MEMBER 

RECOMMEND SUBCABINET MEMBER 

Your rt?.sponsei,s needed by: December 23, 1982. 

'• 



AMERICAN VETERANS COMMITTEE 
"CITIZENS FIRST, VETERANS SECOND" 

NATIONAL OFFICE• 1346 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, N.W., SUITE 930, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 • 202-293-4890 

OFFICERS 
Gus Tyler 

Nahon11 Cha irman 
Ar1hur J . Bernste in 

National Vice Chauman 
June A. W1llenz 

E,iecuttve O,rec lor 
Frank E.G Weil 

Nationa l Secretary 
Mas Birnbaum 

Nationa l Treasurer 
Martin N Sandler 

N111on11 Administrative Director 
Phineas lndnU 

National Counse l 
L0lhar Nac hman 

Special Counsel 
And,ew E Rice 

Finance & Budget Chauman 
Sonny LeGla ire 

Nallonal VAVS Representative 
Israel Rotlu n 

Deputy VAVS Representative 
Cortez Stokes 

Membership Commitlee Cha irman 
RuOolph Sobernhelm 

Leg1s l111ve Cha irman 
Lavell Mem tt 

Veterans Sert' ice Represenlalive 
,,.., ing Baka! 

Veterans Service Officer 

FORMER NATIONAL CHAIRMEN 
Charles G. Bolle 
Raymond Bramucc i 
Samuel Byer 
Dr Eugene E. Byrd 
Curt11 Champaigne, Jr. 
Dr. Paul P. Cooke 
Arthur Freeman 
Mun ay Gross 
Gilbert Harr ison 
M ickey Levine 
8 111 Mauldin 
CNt Pa1erson 
F .J . Pepper, M.D. 
Sllul Rosen 
John Stillman 
M ichael Straight 

NATIONAL BOARD 
Louis G. Aleunder 
Eugene Arist 
Bernard Beder 
David A. Cole 
J Arnold Fe ldman 
Martin Fros1 
Manuel Gonzalez 
Dock Gordon 
Gerald Grossman 
Tibor Hetsler 
Arthur L. H i lson 
Edward K,amer 
Sonny LeGlai re 
Lawrence Lewy 
Frank Longo 
Lothu Nachman 
Robert Nathan 
Ben Neufeld 
Israel Rotkin 
Mart in Sandler 
C.rter Stokes 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Judge Herbert L. Will, Cha irman 
Moma 8 Abram 
W1 ll11m L. Batt, Jr. 
Judge Leon Becker 

~~~ ~ i117:~~c~'.nj1~1~ Jr. 
Cong. Richard Bolling 
Arthur Buck 
Clark M. Eichelberger 
Dr. Elmer Ellis 
Irving M. Engel 
Dean Russell N . Fairbanks 
Judge John D. Faunlleroy 
Judge Arnold L. Fein 
Hon Abe F ortn 
Donald M. Fraser 
Hon. Orville Freeman 
Rllbbt Roland Gittelsohn 
Senator Jacob Javits 
Prot. Stanley A. Kaplan 
Rober I A. Low 
Of. Harry A. Marmion 
Judge Joseph Mazur 
Cong Abner Mikva 
Cong J•m•• o ·H ... a 
Freatulck O 'Neal 
Cong. Richard Oll inger 
Hon. Endicott Peaboay 
Sen Claiborne Pe ll 
Joseph L Rauh, Jr. 
Cong. Henry Reuss 
Cong. Peter W. Rod ino. Jr. 

~:~: ~~~"!!'R~:!:ftvelt, Jr. 
Cong. James A. Scheuer 
Ruaolt Sobernheim 
Hon. Nell Staebler 
Telford Taylor 
Cong. Frank Thompson, Jr. 
Judge William S. Thompson 
Hon. Franklin H . Will iams 
Hon. G. Mennen Williams 
Sen. Harr ison A. Williams 
Hon. Ra lph Yarborough 

~~; ;~;.!~"~~~ates 
Hon. Stephen M. Young 

Ms . Judy Pond 
Speakers Bureau 
The White House 
Wa shington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Pond: 

December 13, 1983 

On Saturday, February 5, 1983, National Capital 
Area Chapter No. 1 of the American Veterans Committee 
is planning a panel discussion on the question "Has 
America an Effective National Security Strategy and 
How Can It Be Improved?" We understand Mr. Thomas 
C. Reed and Assistant Secretary of Defense Richard 
Perle, among others, have effectively addressed this 
subject in the past. We earnestly hope your Bureau 
can ge~ one of these gentlemen or someone else as 
knowledgeable to give us the Administration position. 
We contemplate an opening statement of about 15 min­
utes, a 5-10 minute reply to other ·speakers, and about 
five minutes answering questions from the floor for 
a total of no more than 30 minutes per speaker. We 
plan on four speakers representing four different po­
sitions. Earl Ravenal of Georgetown University is 
the only one from whom we have yet received a com­
mitment. 

The discussion will start at 8:00 p.m., follow­
ing a buffet commencing at 6:30, to which the speakers 
and their spouses are cordially invited. Both activ­
ities will be held in the Disabled American Veterans 
National Service Headquarters at 807 Maine Avenue, S.W., 
Washington, D. C. 20024. 

Besides members of our Chapter we hope to have 
AVC's National Board and representatives of other 
Veterans Organizations present for a total .attendance 
of about 50 people. 

We hope you can help us with a good Administration 
Speaker. Thank you. 

j~ly yours, 0 . 
/, /A' AA fi,0-1.---f'..,,,l -~ kV/. (_ ~~1uten~e Davis; ·· Chairman '--;? 

To achieve a more democratic and prosp/ous America and a more stable World 
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C MERICAN VETERANS 

NATIONAL OFFICE• 1346 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, N.W., SUITE 930, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 • 202°293°4890 

OFFICERS 

GuJa~f~8:at Chairman 
Arthur J. Bernstein 

National Vice Chairman 
June A. Willenz 

Executive Director 
Frank E.G. Well 

Natlonal Secretary 
Max Birnbaum 

National Treasurer 
Martin N. Sandler 

National Administrative Director 
Phineas lndritz 

National Counsel 
Lothar Nachman 

Special Counsel 
Andrew E. Rice 

Finance & Budget Chairman 
Sonny LeGlalre 

Natlonal VAVS Representative 
Israel Aotkln 

Deputy VAVS Representative 
Cortez Stokes 

Membership Committee Chairman 
Rudolph Sobernheim La~:Ri~=~~r~ Chairman 

Veterans Service Representative 
Irving Sakal 

Veterans Service Officer 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
The White House 
Old Executive Office Building 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

April 22, 1981 

-i s.,,,.,.,. 
110 ~o.j-'­
~ ~ 
:fr<. ,_, '\ ;._" 

·"' / • ./.➔,~,. 
We would appreciate it if you would expedite this matter as ,~ 

our deadline for Convention Journal copy is this Friday. ~ 

FORMER NATIONAL CHAIRMEN 
Charles G. Bolte Please call and let us know when we might come and pick up 

greetings. 
Raymond Bramucci 
Samuel Byer 
Or. Eugene E. Byrd 
Curtis Champaigne, Jr. 
Dr. Paul P. Cooke 
Arthur Freeman 
Murray Gross 
Gilbert Harrison 
Mickey Levine 
BIii Mauldin 
Chat Paterson 
F.J. Pepper, M.O. 
Saul Rosen 
John StlUman 
Michael Stralghl 

NATIONAL BOARD 
Louis G. Alexander 
Eugene Arlst 
Bernard Beder 
David A. Cole 

the 

Thank you in advance. 

Sincerely, 

-~eutfk.W J. Arnold Feldman 
Martin Frost 
Manuel Gonzalez 
Dock Gordon 
Gerald Grossman 
Tibor H~sler 
Arthur L Hilson 
Edward Kramer 
Sonny LeGlaire 
Lawrence Lewy 
Frank Longo 
Lothar Nachman 
Robert Nathan 
Ben Neufeld 

Enclosed: one copy of previous letter to President Reagan 
copy of President Carter's greetings 

Israel Rotkin 
Martin Sandler 
carter Stokes 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Judge Herbert L. Will , Chairman 
Morris B. Abram 
William L. Batt, Jr. 
Judge Leon Becker 

~~~iiJ~17:~':Sc~1
.n~I~~~ Jr. 

Cong. Richard Bolling 
Arthur Buck 
Clark M. Eichelberger 
Dr. Elmer Ellis 

~I;~ ~s~~fle~- Fairbanks 
Judge John 0 . Fauntleroy 
Judge Arnold L. Fein 
Hon. Abe Fortas 
Donald M. Fraser 
Hon. Orville Freeman 
Rabbi Roland Glllelsohn 
Senator Jacob Javlts 
Prof. Stanley A. Kaplan 
Robert A. Low 
Or. Harry A. Marmion 
Judge Joseph Mazur 
Cong. Abner Mlkva 
Cong. James O'H&fa 
Frederick O'Neal 
Cong. Richard Ottinger 
Hon. Endicott Peabody 
Sen. Claiborne Pell 
Joseph L. Rauh, Jr. 
Cong. Henry Reuss 
Cong. Peter W. Rodino, Jr. 
Hon. Frariklln 0 . Roosevelt , Jr. 
Hon. James Roosevelt 
Cong. James A. Scheuer 
Rudolf Sobernhelm 
Hon. Nell Staebler 
Telford Taylor 
Cong. Frank Thompson, Jr. 
Judge William S. Thompson 
Hon. Franklin H. Williams 
Hon. G. Mennen Willlams 
Sen. Harrison A. WIiiiams 
Hon. Ralph Yarborough 

~~~~- ;f~~~n~-k~ates 
Hon. Stephen M. Young 

t1i: 

To achieve a more democratic and prosperous America and a more stable World 



President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear N-.r. President: 

February 11, 1981 

The American Veter~ns Committee annually publishes a 
Journal in connection with its annual convention. This year, we 
will put out a combined journal which will also represent our "Solute 
to the Woman Veteran. 11 This Journal gives an opportunity for the 
friends of AVC to send greetings to the delegates and members. 

In the post, your predecessor has graciously sent messages 
of greetings (see enclosed). We would be most appreciative if you 
would send your message .which would appear prominently in the 1981 
AVC Journal. 

If there are any queJtions, kindly have a member of your 
staff call the AVC National Office (293-4890). 

We look forward to receiving your message. 

JAW:lwl 
Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

Gus Tyler 
National Chairman 

June A. Willenz 
Executive Director 



Veterans 
Administration 

Office of the 
Administrator 
of Veterans Affairs 

TO THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE 
AMERICAN VETERANS COMMITTEE 

Personally and on behalf of my Veterans Administration 
associates, I am happy to extend greetings and good wishes 
on the occasion of the 36th Anniversary Convention of the 
American Veterans Committee. 

Each of you and your organization have earned the esteem 
of all Americans for your tireless dedication to the 
strength and progress of our nation. My Veterans 
Administration associates and I are especially aware 
and appreciative of your work on behalf of America's 
veterans, their dependents and survivors of deceased 
veterans. 

I know that from the American Veterans Committee's 
36th Anniversary Convention will come a renewed and 
stronger than ever commitment from each of you to 
continue your essential work for our country and our 
30 million veterans. 

May your convention be 
=st ~~i successful. 

Administrator 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 28, 1980 

I send warmest greetings to the members of the 
American Veterans Committee as you hold your 
36th Annual Convention. 

By your unselfish and distinguished wartime 
military service, you helped immeasurably to 
ensure the preservation of our priceless freedoms. 
But your peacetime contributions to the building 
of a more democratic and prosperous America and 
a more stable world have been equally important 
and commendable. 

I welcome this annual opportunity to congratulate 
and thank you for your dedication to our national 
security and strength and to the well-being of 
all our people. 

May your meeting be most enjoyable and successful. 



-

May 25, 1982 

It is a pleasure for me to extend greetings on the 
occasion of your 38th Annual Convention. 

You are all to be congratulated for the successful 
efforts that -have ·built your organi~ation's programs 
of assistance and support to America's veterans and 
their families. 

The merican Veterans Committee record as an orga­
nization devoted to the protection and perpetuation 
of basic American ideals is deserving of our contin- · 
ued respect and admiration. 

May your convention not only be enjoyable and pro­
ductive, but also mark the renewal of the AVC's 
valued service to our nation and its veterans • 

. ; . · . .. 

THIS HAS TO BE AT ROOM 45 EARLY AM TUESDAY 5/25 
CALL -MISS DELANEY 293-4890 FOR PICK UP 

RR : Livingston· 
cc: K.Osborn~l .Blackwel "D.Livingston/CF 
EVENT : June 4-6 . 
NEEDED : AM May 25 
(Draft information provided by VA) 

, 
... .,. 



April 24, 1981 

I am very h~ppy to sen<l greetings to the 
members.of the American Veterans Committee 
as you Jgnther for your 37th Annual Convention. 

I also want to thank you for what you do for 
this gTeat country of ours. Your military and 
civilian service has helped build and preserve 
the United States. 

In the years ahead I hope you will continue 
to support the needs of veterans, not only 
throug~ governmental programs but also through 
voluntary efforts. It is this partnership 
which has nade American veterans benefits an 
example throughout the ,1orld .. . 

You have :my best wishes for a very successful 
meeting. 

Sent to: Ms. June A. Willenz 
Executive Director 
American Veterans Committee 
1346 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Enclosure: 8xl0 glossy photo 

RR:Livingston:ck 
cc: H. von Damm/D.Livingsto /M.Blackwell/C 
DUE: ASAP (printing) 
Draft information provided by VA. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM 9 FEBRUARY 1981 

TO: 

FROM: 

VIA: 

SUBJ: 

RED CAVANEY 

GREGORY J. NEWELL ) 

TRICIA RODGERS--« 

MEMBERSHIP REQUEST 

THE AMERICAN VETERANS CQ::W,~Tll,~ HAS INVITED THE 
PRESIDENT TO RENEW HIS MEMBERSHIP IN THAT GROUP. 
APPARENTLY, HE WAS A MEMBER MANY YEARS AGO. THE 
LANGUAGE IN THEIR LETTER HAS GIVEN US SOME PAUSE-­
CAN YOU PLEASE ADVISE? 

p /c; ~\)_~N~ -

f~ >~ -+- ~M.~ ~ 

~-



"CITIZENS FIRST, VETERANS SECOND" 0 6 
NATIONAL OFFICE• 1346 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, N.W., SUITE 930, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 • 202-293-4890 

OFFICERS 
Gus Tyler 

National Chairman 
Arthur J . Bernstein 

National Vice Chairman 
June A. W,llenz 

Executive Director 
Frank E.G. Weil 

National Secretary 
Max Birnbaum 

National Treasurer 
Marlin N. Sandler 

National Administrative Director 
Phmeas lndritz 

National Counsel 
Lothar Nachman 

Special Counsel 
Andrew E. Rice 

Finance & Budget Chairman 
Sonny LeGla,re 

National VAVS Representative 
Israel Rotkin 

Deputy VAVS Representat ive 
Cortez Stokes 

Membership Committee Chairman 
Rudolph Sobernheim 

Leg islative Chairman 
Lavell Memtt 

Veterans Service Representative 
Irving Sakal 

Veterans Service Officer 

FORMER NATIONAL CHAIRMEN 

January 15, 1981 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Cha,les G. Bolte Dear President Reagan : 
Raymond Bramucci 
Samuel Byer 
Or. Eugene E. Byrd 
Curtis Champa,gne. Jr. 
Or Paul P COOke 
Arthur Freeman 
Murray Gross 
Gilbert Hamson 
Mickey Levine 
8 1II Mauldin 
Chat Paterson 
F.J Pepper, M 0 . 
Saul Rosen 
John Stillman 
Michael Straight 

NATIONAL BOARD 
LOUIS G. A lexander 
Eugene Arist 
Bernard Beder 
David A. Cole 
J. Arnold Feldman 
Martin Frost 

May I, on behalf of the American Ve t erans' Committee , 
join with all those who wish you well as you assume the 
awesome responsibilities of your new office . We feel 
especially privileged to do so because you were one of 
those who as a veteran of the Second World War joined 
with like-minded ex-Gisin AVC to help shape a safer and 
saner world . You were one of our earliest members. 

~~~i~~~•••z In your autobiography you note your experiences in AVC, 
Gerald Grossman 

t•:r./t~~~0 " your encounter with the Corrmunists, and your decision 
~~~t~~~ to leave. I joined about the same time you did fully 
Lawrence Lewy 1 r~~~:,L~~~~man aware the Communists were "boring from within I to take 
~~~.~::.~•" over . Indeed, one of my primary reasons for joining 
~'..".:','/S.:~:r,., was precisely to do whatever I could to see to it that 
Cortez Stokes 

NAT10NALAov1s0RvcouNciL the Stalinists should not turn AVC into another front. 
Judge Herben L. W ill, Chairman 
Moms B. Abram 
William L. Ba tt. Jr. 
Judge Leon Becker 
Cong. Jonathan Bingham _ 
Hon. Wilham McC. Blair, Jr. 
C;ong. Richard Bolting 
Arthur Buck 
Clark M El.Chelberger 
Or Elmer Elhs 
Irving M Engel 
Dean Russell N Fairbanks 
Judge John 0 . Fauntleroy 
Judge Arnotd L. Fein 
Hon. Abe Fortas 
Donald M. Fraser 
Hon. Orville Freeman 
Rabbi Roland G1ttelsohn 
Senator Jacob Jav1ts 
Prof. Stanley A Kaplan 
Robert A. Low 
Or. Harry A. Marmion 
Judge Joseph Ma.zur 
Cong. Abner M1kva 
Cong James O'Hara 
Frederick o ·Neal 
Cong Richard Ottinger 
Hon. Endicott Peabody 
Sen. Cla1borrie Pell 
Joseph L Rauh, Jr. 
Cong. Henry Reuss 
Cong. Peter W Rodino. Jr. 
Hon. Franklin D Roosevelt , Jr 
Hon. James Roosevelt 
Cong. James A. Scheuer 
Rudolf Sobemhe,m 
Hon. Neil Staebler 
Te lford Tay lor 
Cong. Frank Thompson. Jr. 
Judge Wilham S. Thompson 
Hon. Frankhn H. Williams 
Hon. G. Mennen Williams 
Sen. Harrison A. Williams 
Hon. Ralph Yarborough 
Adam Yamolinsky 
Cong. Sidney R. Yates 
Hon. Stephen M . Young 

I set up the Independent Progressive Caucus to counter the 
Stalinist Progressive Caucus. I was chosen to chair the 
caucus probably because I had considerable credentials. 
My union, the ILGWU, had gone through its baptismal fires 
in two decades of war against the Communists in the union. 
I was then (as I am today) the Political Director of the 
ILGWU. 

Our objective was to rid AVC of the Communists. It took 
two conventions to do so--first in Des Moines and then in 
Milwaukee. But we did it . 

That must have been 1948. Now 32 years later, AVC is alive 
and wel l and living in a changing world whose contours 
we should like to help shape. Today, as when founded, 
AVC is a distinctive kind of veteran outfit. While we join 
wi th other veteran organizations to champion the needs of 
ex-service people, we still hold to our original objective: 
"Citizens First, Veterans Second." 

To achieve a more democratic and prosperous America and a more stbq,~~r torld 



President Reagan 
1/15/81 

page 2 

As such, we try to act as a cementing element in a time that 
seems to be threatened by a dangerous fragmentation--domestically 
as well as internationally. 

I am enclosing three stories that relate to a few of the areas 
of our concern: the need for societal cohesiveness; the role 
of the female veteran; the international role of the American 
Veteran. We should very much like to amplify on any of these 
matters with any deputy you may wish to assign for what we 
feel will be fruitful conversations. 

lsefore closing, however, I should like to extend a personal 
invitation to you to renew your membership in AVC. We lost 
you because of the Communist presence; we should like to 
feel that we have regained you not simply because we have 
preserved our integrity against Communist perversion but 
also because we have been making more than a modest contribution 
to the public need. 

Dues are $20 for the year and we are prepared to offer forgiveness 
for the years since you left us. 

Sincerely, 

-
~\ 
yler 
nal Cha~ 

GT:km 
oeiu 153 
enclosures 

1710 Broadway, N.Y. 10019 (212) 265-7000 
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THE-STARS AND s·TRIPES-THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE, Thursday, October 23, 1980 

National Office 

American Veterans 
Committee 

Disarmament 
Week-1980 

1346 Connect icut Ave., ~.W. 
Suite 930 
Washington, DC 20036 

It was a tou6h o!:J Arr. erican 
so!d (er , Gei:eral \Vil!ia :n Tecumseh . 
Sher:n:m . wh o said: "Wa r is Hell." 

H-: kn;! ·-"'·, because he had b;!en 

Mi:! ions o f vetera ns around the 
wo~l:J know because th ey have been 
there. So it should not really con .: 
as a shocker that a meeti ng 111 

Rome, Italy , las t year. put hu n­
dre.Js o f vet eran o r ,:anizations 
frorn dozens o f cou ntrie$ offici ally 
on record as favori ng what they call 
"balanced disarmament ," what 
others call "arms control," and 
what Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
called "freedom from fear." 

FDR's statement came in the 
mid;t of World Wa~ II when the 
world was yearning for some 
greater purpose than the · simple 
slaughter . He proclaimed his aims 
in a brief historic statement on the 
Four Freedoms. They were 
freedom of speech, freedom of · 
worship, freedom from want and 
fr~~dom from fear. 

ln dcfir.ing the last of these, he 
spoke of a world th at wot.:ld not be 
hauntd by bombs blowi ng bodies 

apart , a world of enduring peace. 
To achieve such a condition, he · 
spoke straight forwardly of the need 
to reduce arms by mutual agree­
ment and to continue doing so un til 
there was a state of universal d isar­
mament. 

To achieve such disarmament has 
not been easy. No one wishes to 
d isarm unila terally; to strip c~::•s 
self of defenses against an armed 
enemy. To get some measure of 
arms control requires 
agreement-conversation, bargain­
ing, nego tiation-between parties 
who are no t necessarily on the same 
wave length. 

B!.!t r.ard as this nut is to crack, 
we have to keep gnawing away at 
this tou ghy-if mankind is to su r­
vive. 

Right now, the arms bu ildup 
keeps zooming ahead. This year, 
arms expe nditures a ro un d the 
world will eat up more th an S500 
billion doll ars. 

The cost is reflected in h igher 
taxes , in risi ng prices , and-in 
some count ries-in an im posed 

0 

proverty to finance- armaments. 
Beyond the cost, of cqurse, is the 

unthinkable momen t when nuclear 
war is unl_eashed. That's the day 
when the planet is H ell. 

Contrary to the common notion 
th at the veteran is a ca!Jouserl i-; 11 ~­

Ye terans have every reason- ~;b~ 
more sensitive to the horrors oi war 
than the man or woman who has 
never seen a buddy ripped 10 

shreds, has never felt the shrap:iel 
tear through his gut, has neYer had 
to incur cancer or be the parent of a 
child deformed by inherited rad ia­
tion. 

"As witnesses to genocide, of the 
mourn ing, suffering, and destrcc­
tion caused . by war/• states the 
resolution o f the Rome conference, 
"those who fought side by side or 
faced each other in bloody contli~t, 
make a most earnest appeal to t:ie 
community of war veterans and 
through it , to world opinion and 
governments" to build "a wo rld 
fre e of war" and "to support all 
endeavors aimed at halting the 
arms race .. . under effective interna­
tional control." 
~~ iine with this commitmer.t, the 

World Veterans Federation (in ex­
ist ence since 1950) urges coopera­
tio n with the United Natio ns that, 
through its General Assembly, 
designated the week beginning Oc­
tober 24 as Disarmament W~k . 
That date was chosen bec·wse it is a 
sort of anniversary, U. •. Day. 

At thi s point, there probably is 
little more we can do tha.a just t~k 
about mutual dis.armament. But 
talk generates talk. And wh;H talk 
can be mo re meaningful, per­
suasiYe, and authoritative than :he 
talk of the men and women v. ho 
have returned from Hell?* 

.. 
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Tht Wttkly V~lce . 

Of Veteran, & .Dependents 
Of AIIW•r,ot 

Tht UnltNI Stales 

Our 103rd Year Number 36 
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June A. Willcnz 
National Office 

American Veterans 
Committee 

Women 
Veterans: 

A Forgotten 
Popul_ation? 

1346 Connecticut Ave., N.W. 
Suite 930 

Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 293-4890 

Im ll~LY ftATIO~Ab mIWS- ~OOfAPtR 

WASHINGTON, DC, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 1980 

. G 

0 To c·.1r1 For M~m Who Sh•II 
H•v• Borne Tho D1tt1, And 

For Hh Widow And H Ii Orph•n" 
Abr•ham Llncoln 

50c PER COPY 

under the auspices of the Ford veterans delay their use of bcnefi~s "is not the best approach at this 
Foundation-. Not o·nly did-we find . for equally good reasons, the tradi- time." Adminstrator Cleland in-
out that government agenc1es do tional roles of women ~moSt dicated that actions had been taken 
not systematically collect data on automatically becom,;: a ba~ner to at the VA to expand the VA 's 
women veterans but they have using the veterans 'benefits n~ht_ful- capabilities in dealing with the con-
operated on the assumption that ly theirs, bccuasc of the limited ccrns of women veterans. _ 
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veteran were not treated the same: • 'because the female veterans . rbelview eganOft ·n women veterans · mittee On Women In The Services have rendered unique service to this 
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Gus 'n'y2e;;o 

NEW YORK - For the last dozen 
years or so, I have been saying "no" to 
the American Veterans Committee 
whenever they asked me to serve as 
their national chairman. I had "more 
important" things to do. 

This year, I said "yes," because I 
believe that A VC's rubric "Citizens 
First" has a special relevance and ur­
gency in our troubled time. 

When Charles Bolte, 
the author of "The 
New Veteran," and 
Gilbert Harrison, later 

. editor and publisher of 
The New Republic, 
conceived A VC in the 
closing days of World. 
War II, they were in­
spired with the vision of a returning 
legion of ex-servicemen and women 
(some 14 million of them) who would 
turn the energies of an anti-fascist gen­
eraticn into an engine for social 
change. · 

Working for the Notio:i 

They did not want the returnees to be 
a self-interest lobby, in the traditional 
mode, subordinating the well-being of 
the nation to the welfare of the veterans. 
Hence, thei r slogan: "Citizens First, 
Veterans Second.''. 

As I look back now over the 35 years 
since A \'C was founded, I ge t the feeling 
that more and more people - cxpccially 
the soci:il activists - h:ive come to 
think in terms of "citizens last, every­
thing l'ise first.·• 

The soci:il order, national and inter­
n.:it i0 n:1l, seems to have become unglued 
as the dedicated drive in diverse 
dirC'<:tions. 

We seem to be at the mad moment 
when "things fall apart, the center can 
r.ot hold." 

I get exposed to this retribalization of 
mankind whenever I go to a coalition for 
something or other. The "get together" 
usually ends as a "pull apart" as dedi­
cated souls rise to proclaim their pri­
mary purpose as women, blacks, his­
panics, right-to-lifers, right-to-workers, 
old, young, handicapped, environmen­
t::ilists, industriali5tsJ honisexual, immi­
grants or Indians. 

Repeatedly I have consoled myself 
with the thought that this disorder is . 
mereiy the passing price we must pay 
for a better order. · 

.... ~ - . . 

Prelude to Chaos ... _-· .-;~:~·~-;---J 
. ' 

Yet I cannot dispel the fear that pres­
ent disorder is a prelude to a universal 
chaos such as descended upon Europe in 
the Dark Ages. · 

At a moment such as this, it seems 
appropriate that there be voices saying: 
Whatever we are, whatever our sepa­
rate sincerities, whatever O'.ir private 
passions, we are citizens first -citizens 
of our land and citizens of the planet. 

I do not fault those who are outspoken 
about "selfish" issues, for as Rabbi Hil­
lel said, If I do not speak for myself, who 
will?" 

Another Question 

But I do suggest that we, the zealous, · 
care not dis,egard Hi!!e!'s second dic­
tim: If I speak for myseli only, what am 
I? 

Because I see "citizens first" as the 
modern .version of Donne's admonition 
that "no man is · an island, entire of 
itself," I have taken on the added loJd of -
chairing AVC. 

It is my hope that we, vetcr:rns , can · 
join with other groups dedicJted to 
"special interests" in reasser ting our 
comm on hum:inity. 

Perhaps we can set a centripe tal · 
force in motion even as we are tossed : 
about on the present centrifuge. Bc!p, _ 
a11yone·1 · • · · 
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