
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

Collection: Blackwell, Morton: Files 

Folder Title: AMVETS 

(1 of 2) 

Box: 43 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing  

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


-.- •.. 

June 28, 1983 

Once again I am very pleased to :send wann 
greetings to the members and guests of the 
American Veterans of World War II, Kore a, and 
Vietnam as you assemble for your 39th Annual 
Convention. 

I know that uppermost in your minds is the 
increasing need of all Americans to be con
stantly alert to the dangers facing this land 
of ours -- a land you have defended so stead
fastly in the past. The United States has no 
more staunch champions than the members of the 
great AMVETS organization, and I am indeed 
proud to applaud your patriotism and your 
outstanding citizenship. 

You have my best wishes as you continue in the 
cause for freedom and justice for all Americans. 

SENT TO: 

Mr. Robert L. Ashworth 
National Programs Director 
AMVETS 
4647 Forbes Boulevard 
Lanham, Maryland 20706 

Enclosure: 8x10 glossy photo 

RR:Livingston: - 2livin 
cc: K.Osborne/D.Livingston/M 
DUE: ASAP (printing) 

RONALD REAGr, N 
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American Veterans of World War II Korea-Vietnam 
dr10nal Ht'adquancr~ 

4647 Forb~s RoukY:nJ Lanham, Man·l.ind 20706 130! 4;9 9600 

May 18, 1983 

Mrs. Maiselle Shortley 
Office of Public Liaison 
Old Executive Office Building 
Room 191 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Maiselle: 

This is to request a message and photograph from Presi
dent Ronald Reagan for use in AMVETS 39th National Con
vention Journal. 

In the past we have forwarded to you a draft of sug
gested remarks. I thought that this year I would for
ward a copy of the page devoted to the President's 
message in our last journal. This copy is enclosed. 

I have a deadline of July 1, 1983. As always, we will 
appreciate any assistance you can provide. 

Sincerely, 

JlPY:. Ashwortrhria.-____ ___, 

National Programs Director 

RLA:mlo 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 30, 1982 

It is a great pleasure for me to send greetings 
to members and guests of the American Veterans 
of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam as you meet 
in your 38th Annual Convention. 

I welcome this opportunity to thank you and the 
entire AMVETS organization for your service to 
our country and for your efforts to help build 
and preserve this nation. 

Through your distinguished organization, you 
have worked for a strong and just America, good 
communities, opportunity for all people, and 
fair, workable, and meaningful programs of as
sistance for veterans, their dependents, and 
survivors. 

In the years ahead, I know you will continue to 
support the needs of veterans through claims and 
benefits assistance and the volunteer activities 
you sponsor. Your willingness to work actively 
in behalf of American ideals and principles is 
an inspiring example of involved and productive 
citizenship . 

You have my best wishes for a most enjoyable and 
productive convention. 



American Veterans of World War II Korea-Vietnam 
National Headquarters 

4647 Forbes Boulevard, Lanham, Maryland 20706 (301 l 459-9600 

April 12, 1983 

Mrs. Maiselle Shortley 
Office of Public Liaison 
Old Executive Office Building 
Room 1 91 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Maiselle: 

Thanks for your quick action on the AMVETS request 
of last week. President Reagan's letter proved to 
be one of the highlights of our annual Silver Helmet 
Banquet. 

I just want you to know that we do appreciate your 
cooperation with us, and if you should need any 
assistance, please feel free to call on me. 

Robert L. Ashworth 
National Programs Director 

RLA:mlo 

WE FOUGHT TOGETHER •. . NOW, LET' S B UILD TOGET HER 
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Dear Howard: 
. -

I am deli'ghted t~ . s~nd my . greetings and . 
congratulations a·s AMVETS honors you with 
_the Silver_ Helmet; Congressional Award. 

. -
. .,, This event · ;iovidji/-a . fin·~,· opportunl ty to_ . . 

fu~ther~ecognize - and show appreciation for 
iorir outstanding leadership :in dealing with 
affairs concerning. veterans and our nation's 
security. Throughout y9ur career you have . 
repeatedly demonstrated your deep concern for 
the welfare of those who have served in our · 
country ' s armed ' forccs~ ~OU have played an 
instrum~ntal role in strengthening our, 
commitment to those who so courageously 
fought ' il;l World War _II~ 

ancy joins me in sending our very best 
~ishea and again, congratulations· on this 
·well-deser7ed tribute. 

Sincere_ly, 
. :-..."::. 

·r .. 
- ' ~· ·. 

,Jt>. .1 .. 1... - . ;. 
" I,, ~ -: - C"~J. ~ . ... ., 

The H~nor~hle H~ard 
0

·H . ... Baker, : jr. 
iajori ty_ Leader $ :, , •• · •·• • , • • • • • 

United States. S_enate · • · .. -·:--:_-
Washington, D.C. 2051_0 ·. 

SENr TO: MAISELLE SHORTLEY FOR DISPATCH 

The Honorable · Howard~ - Baker, J r. 
c/o National Commander_ Robert Martin ..... 
The Baltimore . Hilton Hotel~ 
101 West Fayette Street· - ... ~ 
Baltimor~ , Maryland . 212 01· · ~. . --.. : .=- .. -~. >: .. .,. 

RR:HODGE:vs ~ -- .:· r •. · • 

cc: K.Osborne/M ortl /P . Turner/D . Livingston/CF 
EVENT: APRIL 9 _ ~ 
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AM VETS 
AM°ERICAN VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II -KOREA -VIET NAM 

4647~!JlJ~~~2(}7(}6 

Morgan S. Ruph 
NATIONAL E X ECUT IVE DIRECTOR 

June 30, 1983 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Office of Public Liaison 
Old Executive Office Building 
Room 191 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Bea r Mo-rt:on-: 

This will provide the support of the .200,000 members 
of the American Veterans of World War II, Korea and 
Vietnam (AMVETS) for a National Association of Atomic 
Veterans request that the President of the United States 
sign a proclamation designating July 16, 1983 as National 
Atomic Veterans Day. 

It is our understanding that the National Association of 
Atomic Veterans has requested that the President sign 
the proclamation in a special White House ceremony on 
Monday, July 16, to be attended by veterans organizations 
and members of Congress who sponsored a recently passed 
Joint Resolution on National Atomic Veterans Day. AMVETS 
also supports this request. 

AMVETS has taken the legislative position that the con
cerns of veterans who were exposed to ionizing radiation 
in the course of military service have for too long been 
ignored by the country they served. We feel that the 
Pr e s i dent p.rocLai.rning... Nationa.L....Atami c Veter.ans_ Day in a 
special White House ceremony will provide at minimum a 
first step towards the national recognition of their 
unique problems. 

I will thank you in advance for your consideration of 
this AMVETS request. 

Sincerely, 

J)Eet 
. Ruph 
Executiv irector 

MSR:mlo 



June 28, 1983 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF ATOMIC VETERANS 
WASHINGTON OFFICE• SUITE 606, 236 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N ,E,, WASHINGTON, O.C . 20002 • (202) 543-7711 

President Ronald Reagan 
c/o Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
Rm. 191 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Re: National Atomic Veterans Day 
July 16, 1983 

Dear President Reagan: 

Congress, through passage of S.J.Res.68 in the Senate and H.J.Res.210 
in the House, has recognized the patriotic service rendered to their coun
try by 250,000 "Atomic Veterans." These veterans answered the call of their 
Country during a critical period in American history by serving in U.S. 
atmospheric nuclear weapons tests or in the occupation of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki immediately following WW II. 

With SJR 68/HJR 210, Congress has authorized the setting aside of July 
16, 1983 as "National Atomic Veterans Day." It is our sincere hope that 
you will endorse this National day of commemoration. Moreover, we respect
fully request an official signing ceremony in the White House to which rep
resentatives of the National Association of Atomic Veterans and the veterans 
service organizations who have supported passage of this resolution would be 
invited. 

Assuming a signing ceremony is possible, we would hope that it could be 
arranged, at your convenience, during the week of July 11th, and preferably · 
Wednesday, Thursday or Friday. 

Many distinguishe d officials, groups and individuals have joined in mak
ing this National day of recognition for Atomic Veterans possible. Conse
quently, we would ask that they be among those invited to attend this sign
ing ceremony. They include: 

Mr. Harry Walters, Administrator, Veterans Administration 
Senator Arlen Specter 
Senator Roger Jepsen 
Congressman Bob Edgar 



page 2 

Representing the National Association of Atomic Veterans: 
Mr. John Smitherman, NAAV President 
Mrs. Wanda Kelly, NAAV Co-founder and Executive Director 
Mr. O.T. Weeks, NAAV Legislative Director 
Mr. E. Cooper Brown, NAAV General Counsel 
Mr. Glenn Alcalay, NAAV Medical/Scientific Coordinator 

Last, but certainly not least, for without thei r united support, 
passage of this resolution would not have been possible, we ask that 
representatives of the Disabled American Veterans, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, American Legion and AMVETS also be invited to join in thi s ceremony. 

On behalf of all Atomic Veterans, we thank you for your consideration. 
We look forward, with anticipation, to personally meeting with you to ex
press our deep felt gratitude for the setting aside of July 16th of this 
year as "National Atomic Veterans Day." 

enc. 

cc. American Legion 
DAV 
VFW 
AmVets 
Mr. Walters, VA 

Sincerely, 



Area Code Numbei:,, Extension 

TELEPHONED 1,, / PLEASE CALL V 

CALLEO TO SEE YOU WILL C'ALL AGAIN 

WANTS TO SEE YOU URGENT 

I RETURNED YOUR C'ALL I I 
Mesaege ____________ _ 

A AMPAD 
EFFICIENCY@ 23-020 

/ 



ROGER W. JEPSEN 
IOWA 

Hon. Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASHINGTON . D .c; . aos10 

July 1, 1983 

COMM ITTEES: 

AGR ICULTURE 
JOINT ECONOM IC 
AAMEO SERV ICES 

On June 30, 1983, the Congress ,completed action on a resolution 
to proclaim July 16, 1983, •Atomic Veterans Day". 

It is our intent to honor the some 250,000 veterans who served 
their country by participating in atmospheric nuclear weapons 
tests or the occupation of Hiroshima and Nagasaki immediately 
following the Second World War. 

We respectfully request that you join us in endorsing the resolu
ticn proclaiming this national day of recognition for a group 
of patriotic Americans. We would hope that an official signing 
ceremony for this proclamation could be arranged with Members 
of Congress, as well as rep~esentatives of the National Association 
of Atomic Veterans, the American Legion, the Disabled American 
Veterans, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and the AMVETS. 

Shou l d you look with favor on this, and if your schedule permits 
we would hope that such a signing ceremony could be arranged 
during the period from July 13 through July 15. 

On behalf of Members of Congress who have supported this resolu
tion, we thank you for your consideration of our request. 

Sincerely, 



Letter to President Reagan 





98THCONGRESS H J RES 210 1ST SESSION \ 
• • • • ,. 

Authorl"zing and requesting the President to designate July 16, 1983, as 
"National Atomic Veterans' Day". 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MARCH 21, 1983 

I 

Mr. EDGAB (for himself, Mr. DASCHLE, Mr. LEACH of Iowa, Mr. COELHO, Mr. 
SMITH of New Jersey, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. UDALL, Mr. WHITEHURST, llr. 
SOLOMON, Mr. SuNIA, Mr. DWYER of New Jersey, Mr. ADDABBO, Mr. AJ>
PLE0ATE, :Mr. FRANK, Mr. STARK, Mr. MTh'ETA, Mr. FAUNTROY, }fr. 
BOLAND, Mr. EVANS of Illinois, Mr. BoucHER, Mr. BONIOR of Michigan, 
Mr. COURTER, Mr. DOWDY of MissisRippi, Mr. PETRI, Mr. DICKINSON, Mr. 
MABKEY, Mr. OBERSTAR, Mr. SKELTON, Mr. KRAMER, Mr. ACKERMA.1'(, 
Mr. GORE, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. RICHABDSON, Mr. FROST, Mr. BRYANT, Mr. 
WON PAT, Mr. PBrTCHABD, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. ROWLAND, Mr. STAGGERS, 
Mr. GEKAS, Mr. MOLLOHAN, llr. FEIGHAN, Mr. PENNY, Mr. OWENS, Mr. 
FAZIO, Mr. RATCHFORD, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. GEJDENSON, Mr. SNYDER, Mr. 
EDWARDS of California, Ms. OAKAR, and Mr. LEVINE of California) intro
duced the following joint resolution; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post Office and Civil Service 

JOINT RESOLUTION 
Authorizing and requesting the President to designate July 16, 

1983, as "National Atomic Veterans' Day". 

Whereas approximately two hundred and fifty thousand veterans 

of the United States Armed Forces, while in active military 

service between 1945 and 1962, witnessed and participated 

in at least two hundred and thirty-five atmosphe.ric nuclear 

weapons tests conducted in the Pacific and the American 

Southwest or served as part of the United States occupation 

. ; .. . : ~ 
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forces in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan, following World 

War Il; 

Wher-;.as these "Atomic Veterans" patriotically served their 

co~try and the national defense during this critical period 

in history; 

Whereas the health of many of these veterans and their natural 

children may have been adversely affected by exposure to 

radiation from nucl~ar weapons detonation; and 

Whereas July 16, 1983, is the thirty-eighth anniversary of 

"Trinity", the first detonation of an atomic weapon which 

took place at Alamogordo Air Force Base in New Mexico 

on July 16, 1945: Now, therefore, be it 

1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 

2 of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 That the President is authorized and requested to issue a 

'--- 4 proclamation (1) designating July 16, 1983, as "National 

5 Atomic Veterans' Day" in recognition of the patriotism and 

6 dedication to their country exhibited by these veterans and in 

7 recognition of the importance of resolving issues related to 

8 exposure of Atomic Veterans to ionizing . radiation, and (2) 

9 calling upon all Government agencies at the Federal, State, 

10 and local level and the people of the United States to observe 

11 this day with appropriate programs, ceremo_mes, an9- activ-

12 ities. 

0 
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March 22, 1983 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD- SENATE S3661 
all to join me as a cosponsor of t the occupation forces in Hiroshima demonstrate a causal relationship be-
measure. and Nagasaki immediately following tween radiation exposure and injury. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimo World War II. Aside from the problems arising from 
sent that the text of the join Nuclear weapons testing was heav- the nature of radiation illness, Oov-
tion designating "Nation espira- iest during the mid-1950's. At many ernment action has resulted in the ab-
tory Therapy Week" be printed in the tests, 3,000 to ·4,000 troops were posi- sence of some needed evidence. 
RECORD, tioned near detonation sites. At other The Government did not take pre-

There being no obje ion, the joint tests, units were marched or helicop- cise measurements of the radiation 
resolution was order to be printed in tered to ground zero soon after the ex- doses received by test participants. 
the RECORD, as foll s: plosion and run through simulated Many were not given film badges for 

s. . ES. 6'1 combat maneuvers to test6 their psy- measuring radiation exposures. For 
ory therapy is recognized chological and military response to the those few who were issued badges, the 

as a highly ologlcal and progresslv blast. In some instances, volunteer badges only recorded gamma-ray expo-
segment of t e health care delivery syst service personnel were placed in open sure. No measurements were taken of 
1n the Uni States; trenches as close as 2,000 yards from exposure to radiation from neutrons, 

Where there are over eighty th9usand ground zero and, at one test, six volun- alpha, and beta rays. 
resplr ry therapy practitioners In the teers stood at ground zero under an Until a limited study of leukemia 
Natl who are maldng an impo.rj;Knt contrt- airburst some 20,000 feet above them. among one test group, begun by the 
bu n to the delivery of Q fillty health The e is no question that many pa e; ;: · Center for Disease Control in 1977, 
'Whereas respiratory th apy is an inte- triotic individuals were exposed to ra- the Government made no effort to 

gral part of critical car nd general med_!· diation resulting from nuclear weapon conduct medical follow-up to test par-
cine•, detonations. Having served their coun-

Whereas resplra y . therapists are In- try, these veterans returned to civilian ticipants and their offspring. 
valved with thera utlc and life-sustaining life not realizing the potential gravity The Government did not maintain 
cardiopulm.onar care to patients s1h1ering of the consequences of exposure. Now; systematic records of those exposed. 
from Jung an associated heart disorders; 2o d 30 1 t b · i g · Of the personnel records that were 

an years a er. we are egmn n maintained, many were destroyed as a 
and to see unusually high incidences of 

Whereas recent years the field of res cancer and other radiation-related de- result of a 1977 fire in a military ware-
ratory tliera.py has expanded to in generative diseases among these veter- house in St. Louis. 
postoP. tlve pulmonary care, e tion, ans. A study of approximately 3,000 In addition, the Feres doctrine dic-
rese ch, pulmonary testing. P onary re- t t th t th ilit is t f 

Veterans Of One 1957 test m. Nevada, a es a e m ary exemp rom ha itation, and neonatal-pediatric special- f j 
· s: Now, therefore, be it / · "Shot Smoky," conducted by the liability to servicemen or in urles that 
Resolved b11 the Senate and House of Rep- Center for Disease Control, identilied occur in the course of their service. 

resentative8 of the United states of Ame1ica 11 cases of leukemia. This finding was Also, the Veterans' Admini<;tration is 
in Congress ass bled, That the week of about three times the expected normal virtually unique among Federal agen
September 25, 983, through October 1, rate. Additionally, a ·very rare form of cies in that its decisions are not sub-
1983, is desi ted as "National Respiratory bone marrow disease, polycythemia · ject to judicial review. 
Therapy eek" and the President is au- p th I h j t cited Vera (PV>, was discovered at an alarm- or e _reasons ave us , , thorize and requested to issue a procla.ma- t mi t h t d dif 
tion ing on the people of the United ingly high incidence rate of 10 times a O c ve erans ave encoun ere • 

. St es to obsen·e the week with appropriate t he expected normal rate among the ficulty in resolving issues related to 
grams, ceremonies, and activities. "Smoky" participants. their exposure to joniz!ng radiation. 

L~-~~~~"":::~~=~::::-:-;:::7::-, Over the past 2 years, more atten- Were we merely debating the analyt
By Mr. SPECTER <for himself, tion and concern for the plight of ical question of possible adverse 

Mr. CRANSTON, Mr. J EPSEN, Mr. these men has surfaced. One very posi- health effects associated with ionizing 
DECONCINI, Mr. PELL, Mr. tive result has been the announcement radiation in a purely academic forum, 
SASSER, Mr. CHILES, Mr. BOSCH· by both the Senate &.nd House Veter- we could perhaps afford to wait. But 
WITZ, Mr. MATSUNAGA, Mr. KEN- ans' Affairs Committees that hearings this problem is not theoretical. Atomic 
NEDY, Mr. TsoNGAS, Mr. RAN· for these atomic veterans and their veterans are today the living embodi-

Mr. RIEGLE, Mr. offspring will be held on April 6 in the ment of a technology which may be 
MELCHER, Mr. HEFLIN, Mr. Senate and May 24 in the House of sapping them of their vitality and lon
MOYNIHAU, Mr. Bur,n'ERS, Mr. Representatives. Recognizing the pa- gevit y, and further, a technology 
ORASSLEY, Mr. PRESSLER, Mr. triot ism and dedication demonstrated which may have tampered with the 
HEINZ, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. by the atomic veterans, it is imperat ive gene pool of future generations. 
HOLLINGS, and Mr. PRYOR): that the U.S. Government make every By issuing a proclamation for "Na-

S.J. Res. 68. Joint resolution to au- effort to resolve the issues arising tional Atomic Veterans Day," we will 
thorize and request the President to from the problems caused by the expo- not be able to reverse the possible ill
designate July 16, 1983, as "National sure of the atomic veterans to ionizing effects associated with exposure t o 
Atomic Veterans' Day"; to the Com- radiation. ionizing radiation during atmospheric 
mittee on the Judiciary. The dilemma faced by the atomic n uclear testing. Instead, this procla-

NATIONAL ATOMIC VETERANS' DAY veteran arises from the nature of racli- mation will enable more Americans to 
Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I r ise atlon injury. The illnesses induced by hear the story of these pat riotic men 

today to intro<~uce with Senator CRAN- radiation often talte years, everi dee- and women who fought the Cold War 
STON, Senator JEPSEN, Senator DECON· ades, to become apparent. When they for the security of the country they 
CINI, and others a joint resolution to do arise thev ar e often !ndi5t·nguish- loved so dearly. A ,,,.r-n' n .. "tion for 
dc.sit;n a te uly lo, l 8J , as ·· r-lational able· from the same diseases induced "National Atomic Veterans Day" will 
Atomic Veterans' Day," This Joint res- by other causes. Moreover, there is no remind our atomic veterans that our 
olution enjoys the bipartisan cospon- scientific• consensus as to the relation- Nation has not forgotten their contri
sorship of 22 of my dist inguished ship between the level of radiation ex- bution toward · the security and free
Senate colleagues. posure and subsequent health prob- dom we too easily take for granted. 

Beginning in 1945, and continuing lems. Many still carry a bitter reminder of 
until 1963, the United States detonat- Many vet.enns of nuclear weapons their service. 
ed some 235 nuclear weapons in atmos- t esting have asser ted a causal connec- Mr. President, July 16, 1983, marks 
Pheric tests conducted in the Pacific t ion between their cancer or other ill- the 38t h anniversary of "Trinity," the 
and the American Southwest. The De- n ess and inservice exposure to radi- first detonation of an atomic weapon. 
Partment of Defense has estimated ation. Many of the atomic veterans My colleagues and I therefore believe 
that approximately 250,000 American have sought medical care and compen- that it is appropriate to have that day 
servicemen• and women witnessed and sation from the Veterans' Administra- declared "National Atomic Veterans 
Participated in these tests, or served in tion, but have found it difficult to Day" in recognition of the importay,ce 

( 

l 
l 
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S3662 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD - SENATE 
of resolving issues related to the expo- compensat ion for their enormous sac- and building programs. Co 
sure of these veterans to ionizing radi- rifice !or their country. tion~, transportation, hote , 
ation. I urge my fellow Senators to Finally, we must make a greater stadia are already in place. 
join us in honoring these courageous effort to locate veterans who may Mr. President, the World Cup games 
men and women. have participated in the occupation of . are not just impor,ta.nt sporting 

IN SUPPORT or ATOMIC VETERANS DAY Nagasaki and Hiroshima and the at- events-they are a major tourtst at-
•Mr. JEPSEN. Mr. President, July 16 mospheric tests after the war. The Na- traction for the host country. Bringing 
will mark the 38th anniversary of the tional Association of Atomic Veterans, the games to th United States Will 
first atomic bomb in 1945. That act h eadquartered in Burlington, Iowa, not only serve a tremendous tmpe. 
has irrevocably changed the character has devoted a great deal of effort to tus to the ~o tmued growth of soccer 
of war, as well as the course of inter- search for these participants. They here, but it ill also bring millions of 
national relations. The terrible effects should be assisted by Federal agencies dollars in ourist trade. As chairman 
of nuclear weapons are a shadow that wherever possible. of the S ate Subcommittee on . & !
now hangs over us all. As chairman of the Senate Armed ness, ade and Tourism, I well 

In 1945, the effects of nuclear explo- Services Manpower and Personnel awar of how important th' event is 
sions were much less clearly under- Subcommittee, 1 am concerned with in eating Jobs and stimulating our 
stood than is the case now. As a result adequate manning of our All-Volun- e nomy. Because of the many foreign 
many of our service people on occupa- teer Force. Our success in recruiting · urists this event will attract, it will 
tion duty in Hiroshima and Nagasaki and retaining the numbers and quality e helpful in narrowing our trade de!l
may have been exposed to higher of people we need is directly related to cit a.nd will generate millions of tax 
levels of background radiation than how well we keep our commitments to dollars from foreign sources. 
would be considered safe today. More- th0se who have served before them. The 1982 g~es in Spain, for exam. 
over , from 1945 through 1963, hun- Alth0ugh resolution of the issue of ple, genera, ed $20 million in gate re
dreds of atmospheric tests were con- radiation exposure will not be easy, we ceipts, $20 million in TV receipts, and 
ducted during which members of our must begin the effort with all deliber- $18 m 'l1ion in ancillary rights. The 
Armed Forces were located in very ate speed. 1 urge my colleagues to co- USS:W s conservative estimate of gate 
close proximity to the explosions. sponsor and support the resolution of- reoeipts for 1986 is $33 million, with a 

Mr. President. we should reflect for fered by my distinguished colleague ld'gh figure of $45 million. 
a moment on the experiences that from Pennsylvania.e Both the Mexican and anadian 
these service people had to endure in Governments are actively supporting 
performing their duties. Nothing could By Mr. PRESSLER: their soccer federations' bids. Mexican 
prepare one for witnessing an atomic S.J. Res. 69. A joint officials continue j.o proclaim that 
explosion at close range. We can only provide for the establis ent of a co- their financial distress will not ad• 
imagine the fear and anxiety that operative effort betwe n the U.S. Gov- versely affect their ability to host 
these veterans must have felt in con- ernment and the U.S. Soccer Feder- World Cup he Canadian Federal 
fronting this unknown. ation in bringing t e World Cup to the Governme t, meanwhile, recently a,n. 

The contribution of this patriotic United States · 986; to the Commit- nounc its official support for efforts 
group of veterans has gone unrecog- tee on Com.me e, Science, and Tr - to ng the Cup to Canada-and au-
nized for much too long. If only by portation. orized a $50 million budget to back 
virtue of the unique sacrifices they WORLD CUE SOCCER m THE UNITED ST ES 1t up. 
made in the service of their country, Mr. PR SSLER. Mr. Presiden , I am The USSF is not seeking ederal 
they should have been honored by a today troducing a joint resolution funds to sustain its efforts. It does, 
special day long ago. But our failure to expre ing congressional s pport for however, need the active/cooperation 
address the more serious question of the orts of the U.S. so er Federa- and support of the government--to 
the effects of exposure to ionizing ra- tio to host the 1980 soccer world meet FIFA requirenients regarding 
d 'ation represents an even greater C p. In addition, it cal on the Presi- visas, customs regulations, and inter• 
breach of faith. There is a very real ent to designate t e secretary of national exch3.9ge rates, to mention a 
possibility that these veterans and Commerce as the ad · ·stration's offi- few of the items that require a Federal 
their children may have been adverse- cial representative assist the USSF role. The President has already ex-
ly affected by exposure to radiation in in its bid to b · one of the world's pressed }).is support for this event. I 
the course of their duties in the . greatest sport· events to America. commepd him for his foresight in this 
Armed Forces. As a result the unexpected with- matter. A letter from President 

The information that is available is drawal in Oc ober 1982, of Colombia Re {an to Mr. Gene Edwards, presi• 
incomplete. We cannot prejudge the the previo y designated host coun: d t of the U.S. Soccer Federation. is 
issue. But the fact is that only recent- try, the F cleration Internationale eing appended to the USSF's formal 
ly have the Veterans' Administration Football ociations (FIFA) has e- application; 
and the Defense Nuclear Agency opened he bidding to host the 986 Mr. President, FIFA officia are 
begun to study the issue in a systemat- Worl Cup games. Four n a; ional planning a trip to the United States 
ic m8:nner . A great deal of controversy socc federations responded_/Ullllledi- sometime in mid-April. They will be 
remams over the accuracy of the De- ate -Brazil, Mexico, Canada, and the visiting a number of the proposed sites 
partment of Defense records and the U ted States. By all pres ccounts, it and meeting with those fficials and 
methodology to be used to judge com- peard that Brazil w. the front businessmen who ar spearheading 
pensation claims under current Veter- unner-unt il early M ch of this year the U.S. bid. All of this is.preparatory 
ans' Administration rules. when it withdrew its 1d. to a final FIFA decision on May 20-

Mr. President , this is an aging group That brings us t , today, Mr. Presi- Therefore, I urge my- colleagues to 
·of veterans. If in fact there are cases dent, with the U ited States one of Join me now in a strong expre~ton °! 
of veterans suffering from . radiation the three remaining applicants. The congressional support to bring the 
exposure 20 or 30 years in the past, U.S. Soccer F aeration's proposal was World Cup es here-and to ex· 
the side effects are affecting their filed with A on March 11. It is an press our. willingness to assist the
lives now. We cannot delay the resolu- excellent esentation, complete with USSF · ts efforts. In fact, Mr. Prl'SI· 
tion of this issue any longer. sites. Its most importan t dent, m hopeful that, toge_ther v.i lb 

It is my understanding that the Vet- point, d one that needs to be em- the ecretary of Commerce, we can 
erans' Affairs Committee 'will be hold- phte:' d, is that given the unusually me with FIFA officials while th 'I 
ing hearings soon on this pressing sho time for preparations, the here in Washington to tell tbe!D 
issue. Further efforts are needed to de- U ed States is the only country that sthand of our commitment as em· 
velop an equitable methodology for c stage the 1986 Soccer World Cup bodied in this resolution. 
paying affected . veterans some small 1thout ·major capital expenditures 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF ATOMIC VETERANS 
1109 FIIANKLIN STltllff • IIUIILINGT0N, I0WA 52801 • TIIL: 319•753•8112 

Biography 

WANDA S. KELLY 

Co-Founder, National Association of Atomic Veterans 

In February 1979, Wanda Kelly and her husband, Orville (now 

deceased), founded National Association of Atomic Veterans (NAAV) 

to help Atomic Veterans and their families gain medical treatment 

and service connected Veterans Administration benefits for their 

radiation-caused illnesses. 

Begun with 150 Atomic Veterans and their families, NAAV has 

grown to a national organization with over 10,000 persons on their 

mailing list. NAAV is a nonprofit organization whose mandate is.: 

*' to identify up to 250,000 military men exposed to ionizing 

radiation; 

* to assist Atomic Veterans in gaining medical coverage from the 

Veterans Administration and to file for service connected 

disability; 

* to gain Congressional recognition of Atomic Veterans as radiation 

victims, and to amend laws to aid them in gaining medical treat

ment and service connected benefits. 

-- MORE --
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This organization grew out of the personal frustration and · 

tragedy of Orville Kelly. While in the U.S. Army (1948-60), he 

participated in the Atmospheric Nuclear Weapons Program and witnessed 

22 nuclear weapons detonations while Commander of Japtan Island in 

the Pacific in 1957-58. In 1973, Orville Kelly was diagnosed as 

having a form of terminal cancer, lymphocytic lymphoma, as a result 

of extensive exposure to ionizing radiation. For five years, 

Orvill~ Kelly filed claims with the Veterans Administration for 

medical treatment and disability compensation. Out of frustration 

of fighting the V .A. and constantly being denied relief, an.d also 

to help other Atomic Veterans and their families, he and his wife 

Wanda formed the National Association of Atomic Veterans. Shortly 

thereafter, Orville Kelly won his V.A. claim and died seven months 

later at the age of 49. 

Wanda Kelly, aged 41, is the widow of Orville Kelly and mother · 

of their four children, ranging in age from 23 to 13. Since Orville's 

death in 1979, she has assumed Executive Directorship of NAAV. 

Further, in 1974 after learning of his diagnosis, Orville and 

Wanda Kelly founded •Make Today Count•, an organization offering 

education and support to persons with life threatening illnesses, 

which now has 300 chapters throughout the world. 

She has made several hundred radio, television and personal 

appearances all across the country on behalf of NAAV and Make Today 

Count. 
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Hats Off to 
Newsweek, CBS 

Some of the finest , most sensitive 
reporting on the veterans of the Viet
nam War to date was seen by millions 
of Americans last month with publica
tion of Newsweek magazine 's Dec . 14 
cover story, " What Vietnam Did to 
Us ," and the Dec . 12 broadcast of the 
CBS Reports special, " Bittersweet 
Memories: A Vietnam Reunion. " 

Both reports involved "Charl ie 
Company," a combat unit that saw 
action in the late I 960s. CBS and 
Newsweek reporters tracked down 
approximately 50 of the unit ' s veterans 
during the past six months, inter
viewed them , retraced their wartime 
experiences, and documented what has 
happened to them since the war. 

The resulting coverage, said DAY 
Assistant National Adjutant Richard 
M. Wilson in a letter to Newsweek, 
" represents a long-overdue assess
ment of the horrible trauma inflicted on 
young men by the enemy in Vietnam 
and by their fellow Americans back 
home." 

Wilson , who directs the DA Y's pub
lic relations efforts, said the coverage 
would " contribute substantially" to 
the process of gaining Vietnam veter
ans the same respect and honor Amer
icans have accorded veterans of the 
nation 's other wars. 

DAV Assistant National Adjutant 
Robert H. Lenham, who directs the 
DAY Vietnam Veterans Outreach 
Program , said it was refreshing to see 
positive coverage of the lives of veter
ans. "CBS and Newsweek showed the 
veterans as they really are-most of 
them people with jobs, families , and 
responsibilities in their communities. 

" Too often," said the combat
disabled Vietnam veteran , " other 
media coverage has concentrated only 
on the serious problems of those veter
ans who have had a really tough time 

(Continued on page 7) 

About our cover: The 1955 explosion pictured on our cover is one of 183 atmospheric tests of atomic weapons 
conducted by the United States between 1945 and 1962 . An estimated quarter million veterans participated in these tests , and 
many today claim the radiation to which they were exposed is causing severe disabilities . See story on pages 12 , 13 and 14. 
(Defense Nuclear Agency photo.) 
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You've read about it in 
DAV Magazine every month 
for the past several years . 
Your benefits-the rights 
and services you earned for yourself and your. 
family-face a stiff, persistent attack! 

The DAV is not kidding when it tells you 
that some in government view your service
connected disability compensation check as a 
welfare voucher. It's true .. . unfortunate , 
but true . 

Last year, for example, the chairman of the 
Budget Committee in the U.S. House of Rep
resentatives made a proposal to cut thousands 
of service-connected disabled veterans off the 
compensation rolls on the basis of their family 
incomes. 

Fast action by the DAV, working with 
friends of veterans in Congress , made mince
meat of this proposal. But, the fact that such a 
recommendation could even come up for con
sideration on Capitol Hill shows the extent of 
the peril threatening your benefits. 

It also shows that many in our nation's 
government just don ' t understand that you 
earned your compensation check, your right 
to treatment and hospital care at VA medical 
facilities , your employment entitlements , in
cluding veterans' preference , and more . 

Commander's viewpoint . .. 

Protect yourself 
Sherman E. Roodzant, National Commander 

It's time to act .. . now 
. . to protect your rights 

and benefits by signing on as 
a life member of the Dis

abled American Veterans . There's no better 
way to insure that you ' ll be able to enjoy those 
benefits and services as long as you and your 
family need .them. 

If you aren ' t already a DAV life member, I 
urge you to fill out the form below, mailing it 
with your check or money order today. A 
down payment of $25 will get your life mem
bership started. You ' ll have until June 30, 
1984, to pay the balance. 

By signing on as a life member, you'll 
strengthen the DAV in its battle to save the 
veterans' benefits· for which you paid with 
your blood, your health, or your mental well
being. 

Only the DAV is set up and Congressional
ly chartered to work exclusively for all dis
abled veterans . 

Some veterans ' groups concentrate on a 
narrow range of benefits that are important to 
veterans of a particular war or who suffer 
certain disabilities. Other groups attempt to 
cover the entire gamut of veterans' interests. 

While these other groups serve an impor
tant function in veterans ' affairs , none of 

them is set up to zero in strictly on the full 
range of benefits for disabled veterans and 
their families. Only the DAV serves you and 
your f amity in this way. 

And no other organization fields a finer 
force of veterans' benefits experts than the 
DAV ' s national service officers (NSOs). 
DAV NSOs specialize in the veterans' ben
efits and programs that affect you as a dis
abled veteran and your family . Their services 
are free, and they leave no stone unturned 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Yes. . I Accept the Invitation to Become A Life Member! 

__ ....,$125 (age 40 and under) 

__ $ 100 (between ages 41 and 60) 

__ $ 75 (between 61 and 70) 

___ $ 50 (age 71 and over) 

--~E.NCLOSED PAYMENT IN FULL 

Please Send Check or Money Order Only! 

IMPORT ANT: To qualify for the 
luggage tag, payment must be 
completed by June 30, 1982. 

--~E.NCLOSED PARTIAL PAYMENT 
($25 MINIMUM) 

DAV Annual Member 
Name _____________________ ~irth Date. _______ Code Number ______ _ 
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--------Addres.,_ __________________ City _________ .State. ____ ~ _ip ____ _ 
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Washington report . . . 

DAV's 1982 goals 
Norman B. Hartnett, National Director of Services 
807 Maine Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20024 

Phone 202-554-3501 

· There is no doubt that 1982 will be one of 
the toughest years we've ever faced in our 
efforts to protect and improve programs de
signed to benefit you, as a disabled veteran, 
and your family. 

Shortly after the House and Senate convene 
for the second session of the 97th Congress 
this month, President Reagan will submit his 
budget requests for fiscal year 1983, which 
begins Oct. l. We don't yet know what that 
budget will hold for veterans' programs, but 
everything we've heard indicates that cuts
quite possibly, heavy cuts-will be proposed. 

Public statements by a number of important 
government leaders during recent months 
seem to be preparing us for a blow. 

Speaking of FY 1983 budget reductions in a 
recent interview in U.S. Medicine, Senate 
Veterans' Affairs Committee Chairman Alan 
K. Simpson (R-Wyo.) said, "No agency will 
escape these cuts-nor should." In a state
ment with which the DAV thoroughly dis
agrees, the senator also said the current VA 
budget contains "a. lot of fat," which could 
be trimmed in FY 1983. 

VA Administrator Robert P. Nimmo began 
talking about possible reductions in the VA 
budget as early as his confirmation hearings 
in the Senate last summer. In a more recent 
letter to DAV National Commander Sherman 
E. Roodzant, he said, "We are faced with a 
challenge, understanding the necessity of fis
cal restraint and at the same time realizing our 
moral obligation to veterans." 

Deputy VA Administrator Charles T. 
Hagel conveyed a similar message when he 
spoke to the American Legion's national ex
ecutive committee a couple of months ago. 
"We're not ready to turn our backs on health 
care and other important veterans' prog
rams," Hagel said. "But I ask you indi
vidually and collectively to give us a chance 
to sort some things out. · 

"I caution you to look at this country and 
its problems totally, not just as veterans,'' he 
continued. "If we are to change things, make 
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this country stronger, we've 
all got to give a little more." 

You don' t have to be skil
led at reading between the 
lines to get the message that Senator Simpson 
and the VA' s top two officials were trying to 
convey with these statements. Though 
they've assured us that important benefits and 
services will remain intact, one point comes 
through loud and clear: We're probably not 
going to like what we see later this month in 
the Reagan administration's FY 1983 budget 
requests for veterans' programs. 

I don't want to set up Senator Simpson, VA 
Administrator Nimmo, or Deputy VA Admi
nistrator Hagel as targets just because they're 
the bearers of bad news. By contrast, I 
appreciate the fact that these individuals have 
been considerably more open than was the 
Carter administration in keeping us informed 
of administration intentions. 

However, the DAV can go only so far in 
granting the patience that these officials and 
other government leaders have asked for. The 
DAV is in the business of defending the rights 
and benefits that you and all of America's 
disabled veterans have earned. When prog
rams designed to assist you and your family 
come under attack, we will fight to protect 
them. 

It would be unrealistic to believe that grati
tude for your sacrifices will exempt veterans' 
programs from reductions in today's political 
climate. Demands for cuts across-the-board 
in federal spending are coming on hot and 
heavy . But, it's the DAV'sjob to minimize
and, with a good battle, to avoid--damage to 
programs for disabled veterans and their 
families. 

That's what we're going to do in 1982. 
That will be our number-one goal this year. 

A half century ago, in 1932, Congress 
chartered the DAV to perform this function in 
American society. And, we're not going to 
throw in the towel now, when things are 
tough. The tough times are when America's 

through . 

2½ million disabled veter
ans and their families need 
the DAV the most. And, 
we' re going to come 

The specific goals that the DAV seeks in its 
dealings with Congress and the White House 
are established by the organization's mem
bership. At the DAV's national convention in 
Miami, Fla. , last summer, the delegates spel
led out exactly what they want their national 
organization to seek from Congress during 
1982. 

These goals are detailed in 97 legislative 
resolutions adopted by the delegates. The fol
lowing are many of the major objectives the 
DAV will pursue during the second session of 
the 97th Congress: 

Disability Benefits 
• An increase in service-connected dis

ability and death compensation benefits that 
will keep benefit payments from losing 
ground to the constantly rising cost of living. 

• Authority for the VA to presume service
connection of disabilities that may be related 
to Agent Orange for the purposes of disability 
compensation and VA medical treatment. 

• Rejection of any proposal to close or 
reduce the staffing of VA regional and contact 
offices in order to consolidate the VA claims 
processing system. 

• Consideration of age as a factor in rating 
service-connected disabilities . 

• Protection of service-connected disabil
ity evaluations after they are in effect for ten 
years. 

• One standard rate for all dependency and 
indemnity compensation (DIC) payments. 

• Compensation for psychosis that 
appears within two years following military 
service. 

• Extension of equal VA benefits to Phil
ippine veterans who now live in the United 
States as naturalized citizens. 

Health Care 
(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from page 2) 
• An adequate budget for VA medical 

programs, which suffered severe cutbacks 
under the Carter administration. · 

• Continuation of the VA's "Operation 
Outreach'' psychological readjustment 
counseling program for Vietnam era 
veterans . 

• Opposition to including the VA medical 
system in any national health insurance 
program. 

• Acquisition of additional federal funds 
for state veterans ' nursing home facilities . 

• Continuation of matching federal funds 
for state veterans' homes. 

• Extension of VA outpatient dental care 
to all service-connected veterans rated 60-
percent or more disabled. 

• An increase in VA beneficiary travel 
allowance to reflect rising transportation 
costs . 

• Requiring the federal government to 
reimburse 50 percent of the cost of care of 
veterans in state homes. 
. • An increase in the VA' s home health 
services program. 

• Extension of VA outpatient treatment for 
any condition to veterans whose service
connected conditions are rated at 30-percent 
or more disabling by the VA. 

• Opposition to hiring private businesses 
to do work now performed by government 
employees at VA medical facilities because 
such' 'contracting out'' will cause a decline in 
the quality of care the VA delivers to veterans. 

Employment Programs 
• Adequate funding of the Labor Depart

ment's Veterans Employment Service. 
• Opposition to any weakening or eli

mination of veterans' preference in federal 
employment. 

• More personnel to work with veterans in 
state employment service offices. 

• Prohibition of any offset of unemploy
ment compensation with respect to VA dis
ability compensation or military disability re
tirement benefits . 

• Authorization of purchase of federal re
tirement credits for time spent in training 
under the VA's vocational rehabilitation 
program for disabled veterans. 

• Preference for veterans under federal/ 
state block grant programs. 

• Elimination of deductions from Railroad 
Retirement Annuities based on receipt of 
military pensions, VA disability compensa
tion , or other benefits earned through military 
service. 

Housing, Insurance, Cemeteries 
• Extension of low-interest home loans to 

veterans eligible for the VA specially adapted 
housing program. 

• Provision oflow-interest energy loans to 
service-connected disabled veterans. 

• Extension of eligibility for veterans' 
mortgage protection life insurance to service
connected veterans rated permanently and 
totally disabled. 

• A national cemetery in every state to 
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make sure every veteran can be buried in a 
place reasonably near his or her home. 

Education 
• Elimination of the delimiting date for 

eligibility for benefits under the VA vocation
al rehabilitation program for service
connected disabled veterans. 

• Elimination of the delimiting date for 
eligible spouses and surviving spouses for VA 
survivors' and dependents' educational ben
efits. 

• Payment of survivors' and dependents' 
educational benefits on a pro-rata basis to 
dependents of veterans rated SO-percent or 
more disabled by service-connected condi
tions. 

Other Benefits, Programs 
• Legislation that would ensure the tax

exempt status of Social Security benefits. 
• Allowing the concurrent receipt of So

cial Securiy benefits and benefits under the 
military's Survivors' Benefits Plan. 

• The right to judicial review of veterans' 
claims. 

• Opposition to any proposal that would 
offset payments of VA disability compensa
tion and Social Security disability insurance 
benefits with respect to other federal benefits. 

• Elevation of the Veterans Administra
tion to cabinet-level status. 

• Exclusion of military disability sever
ance pay from federal income tax. 

• Calling upon the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam to release all information and return 
all Americans missing in Indochina and to 
return the remains of any Americans in its 
possession or subsequently found. 

• Restoration of the national observance 
of Memorial Day to May 30. 

Commander to Present 
DAV's Goals to Vets' 
Committees Next Month 

DAV National Commander Sher
man E. Roodzant will present the orga
nization's National Legislative Prog
ram for 1982 to the House and Senate 
Committees on Veterans' Affairs on 
the morning of Feb. 23. He will appear 
before the House Committee at 9 a.m. 
and the Senate Committee at 11 a.m. 

Further details on the commander' s 
presentation will be carried in next 
month's DAV Magazine. 

The DAV's National Executive and 
Finance Committees will meet at DAV 
National Service and Legislative 
Headquarters in Washington, D.C., on 
Monday, Feb. 22, the day before Com
mander Roodzant's presentation to the 
Congressional Veterans' Affairs Com
mittees. 

No other events or meetings are 
planned in conjunction with the annual 
legislative presentation. 

viewpoint. • • 

(Continued from page 1) 

when they counsel, assist and represent you 
and your family, as individuals, before the 
VA and other government agencies. 

You need the DAV, and the DAV needs 
you as a life member. 

And, if you pay up your life membership 
dues before June 30 this year, you'll receive a 
handsome DAV Life Member luggage tag. 
Easily attached to your suitcase or briefcase, 
this classically designed tag will identify you 
as one of the elite--0ne of those who have 
made the commitment to the cause of Amer
ica's wartime disabled veterans. 

You have every right to take pride in the 
sacrifices you made when your country called 
you to arms, whether you served in World 
War I or the Vietnam War, World War II or 
the Korean War. You're part of a 206-year
old heritage of men and women who have 
done more than their share to keep America 
strong and free . 

You can show your pride in a quiet yet 
effective way by signing on as a DAV life 
member, paying up your dues by June 30, and 
displaying your DAV Life Member tag on 
your luggage or briefcase. 

You may think your life membership won't 
matter much in the DAV's battle to protect 
your benefits . But, I guarantee you that your 
DAV life membership will make a big differ
ence. 

And, life membership holds other benefits 
for you. Once your life membership dues are 
paid up, you'll never get another annual dues 
notice from the DAV again. This can save you 
a lot of money over the years. 

And, there will never be any disruption in 
your subscription to DAV Magazine, the 
finest journal of veterans' affairs available in 
America. You'll be kept up-to-the-minute on 
developments affecting your benefits for the 
rest of your life. 

Finally, when you sign up for DAV life 
membership, you'll be doing your part for 
your country once again by further serving 
those who served and, like you, came home 
with disabilities from wartime service. 

DAV life membership will be one of the 
most important steps you take. For the sake of 
yourself, your family, and your fellow dis
abled veterans, become a DAV life member 
today! 

Memberama Winners 
The following DAV members are the win

ners in the Memberama Contest drawing for 
the month of November 1981: 

Category A-First, Golden E. McLeod, 
406 Sherman, Hopewell, Va. 23860; second, 
Louie H. Lopez, Jr., 4008 W. Willetta, 
Phoenix, Ariz. 85009. 

Category B-First, Darrel E. Babcock, 
5007 Shadyway Dr., San Antonio, Tex. 
78244; second, Ronald L. Witte, 1538 Alton, 
Aurora, Colo. 80010. 
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DAV Hotline! 
a summary of kite news 
and announcements just 
at press deadline 

VA ESCAPES MOST OF PROPOSED $451.7-MILLION BUDGET SLASH 

A continuing resolution funding a number of government programs, 
including the VA, until March 31 has been passed by Congress. The 
news allayed fears that some VA programs might be forced to shut down 
temporarily until the President and Congress could reach agreement on 
fiscal year 1982 budget matters. 

More importantly, however, a House-Senate compromise on an appro
priations measure that will fund VA programs in FY 1982 has cleared 
Congress. The measure, H.R. 4034, was awaiting President Reagan's 
signature as this issue of DAV Magazine went to press. At that time, 
there was every indication that the President would sign the bill soon. 

Back in September, when President Reagan asked for an additional 
12-percent slash in federal spending across the board, a $451.7-million 
cut loomed over VA programs. Thanks to efforts by DAV and Auxiliary 
members across the country, those massive cuts were pared back to 
$118.7 million in the conference report adopted by the House and Senate. 
DAV National Commander Sherman E. Roodzant extended the national organ
ization's appreciation to all members, chapters, units and departments 
who contacted their Congressmen and Senators on this vital issue. 

WhHe VA budget reductions achieved by the Office of Management and Budget (a.IB) 
last spring concentrated on certain VA benefit payments, the new slashes hit the 
agency's health care system. Particularly painful to the DAV were the $22.4 million 
in cuts for medical and prosthetic research, caning at a time when the organization 
says rrore needs to be done in prothetics research. 

Other reductions amounted to $63.4 million in deferred construc
tion of medical facilities; $26 million from general operating ex
penses; $4.7 million from medical administrations; and $2.2 million 
from grants for state veterans' homes. 

While the DAV is not pleased with these cuts, Commander Roodzant 
noted that they look much better than the reductions 0MB originally 
proposed. He also pointed out that the VA did not come out on the 
short end of the stick in an era when nearly all federal programs 
are being subjected to hefty curtailments. 

However, Roodzant and other DAV leaders are cautious about the 
meaning of construction deferrals and continued research cuts to the 
future of the VA health care system. They are also very concerned 
about what the White House's FY 1982 budget request, to be submitted 
to Congress this month, will hold for veterans' programs. 
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PLAN NOW ... 

1982 National Convention 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

July 18-22 

It's not too early for DAV and Auxili
ary members to start making their plans 
for the 1982 National Convention, July 
18-22, in Las Vegas , Nev. 

Convention headquarters will be the 
luxury Las Vegas Hilton, one of the best 
known vacation complexes in the West
ern Hemisphere. Since the DAV's last 
convention visit to Las Vegas in 1977, 
new construction has increased the Las 
Vegas Hilton room count to 3, 17 4. 

Eleven international restaurants , a 
plush 2,000-seat showroom featuring 
many of the entertainment world's top 
stars, a casino lounge, a 10-acre rooftop 
recreation deck, 3 ,200 skilled em
ployees, and numerous other attractions 
make the Las Vegas Hilton one of the 
world's most advanced convention facil
ities . 

Delegates are urged to bring the whole 
family , because the Las Vegas Hilton 
also features a unique Youth Hotel, 
which is operated much like a summer 

-camp for children ages 3 through 18. 
Complete details on the 1982 DAV 

National Convention in Las Vegas, in
cluding the convention schedule, will 
appear in forthcoming issues of DAV 
Magazine . However, delegates are urged 
to make their reservations immediately, 
using the reservation form included at the 
bottom of the page. 

The reservation form should be sent 
directly to the Las Vegas Hilton Hotel, 
not to DAV National Headquarters. 

------------------------------------
Reservation Form 

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 
National Convention 

July 18-22, 1982 
Las Vegas H1lton - Las Vegas, Nevada 

Mail to: 

Las Vegas Hilton 
Room Reservations 
P.O. Box 15087 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 

King or Double/Double; Single or Double Occupancy: D $50 
D Wheelchair D Leg Amputee 
Lanai Suites: D $93 
One-Bedroom Parlor Suites: 
0 $145 0 $155 0 $160 0 $170 0 $175 0 $190 
Two-Bedroom Parlor Suites: 
0 $201 0 $216 □ $221 □ $231 □ $248 □ $268 

Specialty Suite Rates will be Provided Upon Request 

JANUARY 1982 

Arrival Date ________ __.,our ___ ~AM/PM 
Departure Date. _______ _ 

Name ___________________ _ 

Addres~------------------

City _________ ,State ____ ~ip ___ _ 

NOTE: All rates quoted above are subject to 6-percent Clark 
County Room Tax. Please return prior to July 4 , 1982, to 
insure confirmed reservations. If rate requested is unavail
able, next available rate will be assigned. All reservations are 
guaranteed until 6 p.m., unless a later arrival time is con
firmed. 
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With DAV and Auxiliary Help . .. 

Accessibility Regulation Saved! 
A federal regulation, which sets minimum 

guidelines and requirements for making 
federal buildings accessible to handicapped 
people , has been saved from the threat of 
extinction. 

In addition, the tiny federal agency re
sponsible for enforcing this regulati_on 
seemed likely to survive an attempt by the 
White House Office of Management and 
Budget to refuse it's funding for fiscal year 
1982. As this issue of DAV Magazine went to 
press, Congress was discussing an FY 1982 
funding level of $2 million for the Architec
tural and Transportation Barriers Compliance 
Board (A&TBCB). 

The effort to kill the accessibility regula
tion, which A&TBCB issued only last Janu
ary, was mounted by several bureaucrats who 
represent federal agencies on the A&TBCB. 
Rescission-that is, complete elimination
of the regulation was proposed at a July meet
ing of the A&TBCB by Assistant Postmaster 
General Roger Craig , who represents the 
U.S. Postal Service (USPS) on the board. 

The rescission question split the 22-
member board into two warring factions for 
several months. The board is composed of 11 
members who represent federal departments 
or agencies and 11 members chosen from the 
general public to represent handicapped 
people. 

Until the Dec. 1 meeting of the A&TBCB, 
Craig had all 11 "federal members" of the 
board in his hip pocket. Because he held the 
proxy vote of one of the "public members," 
he controlled a voting majority on the board. 
Combat over rescission of the accessibility 

regulation pitted Craig against public member 
and Board Chairman Mason Rose, whose 
verbal duels with Craig have become a hall
mark of A&TBCB meetings. 

Rose, an attorney from California, uses a 
wheelchair as a result of injuries sustained 
during the Vietnam era military service. The 
former Marine Corps pilot is a life member of 
DAV Chapter 73 in California. 

Rose thanked members of the DAV and 
Auxiliary for their heavy contribution to the 
3 ,364 public comments received by 
A&TBCB on the question of rescission of the 
accessibility regulation. Nearly 500 of these 
comments came from DAV and Auxiliary 
members, chapters , and units . In addition, 
well over half of the DAV's state departments 
submitted public comments, opposing rescis
sion. 

Of the 3,364 comments the board received, 
an overwhelming majority of 93.4 percent 
opposed rescission, while fewer than 3 per
cent favored elimination of the regulation. 
About 3. 6 percent recommended modifica
tion of specific sections of the minimum 
guidelines and requirements. 

Typical of comments from DAV members 
were those of Department of Ohio Comman
der John Tablac, Jr. , who wrote , "We feel it 
is shameful that representatives of the govern
ment for which we fought are now attempting 
to take an action that would rob handicapped 
people of the rights in defense of which we 
became disabled. " 

William Howard , commander of DAV 
Chapter 22 in Alhambra, Calif., struck a 
similar note, when he wrote, " In this , the 

11 We need to make the 1980s 
years in which disabled individuals 

achieve the greatest possible 
access to our society, 

maximum independence, 
and full opportunity to develop 

and use their capabilities." 

While federal agencies were attempting to strip the A&TBCB regulation from the 
books, President Reagan made the statement above in announcing National Employ 
the Handicapped Week. At first, this seemed ironic to DAV officials. But, in the end, 
White House intervention became the essential ingredient in saving the accessibility 
regulation. C. Boyden Grey, counsel to Vice President George Bush, helped Mason 
Rose orchestrate a compromise between A&TBCB' s federal and public members, 
which left the regulation 95-percent intact. 
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Disabled advocate and DAV life member 
Mason Rose calls to order his last meeting as 
A&TBCB chairman. Observing the meeting 
from behind Rose are DAV National Com
mander Sherman E. Roodzant, left, and DAV 
National Service Director Arthur H. Wilson. 

International Year of Disabled Persons, it is 
inconceivable that our great nation would 
ever consider perpetuating denial of access to 
government services for a large group of its 
citizens, the disabled persons of America." 

Jim Thompson, commander of DAV Chap
ter 6 in Atlanta, Ga., urged the board not to 
"embarrass the American people as a whole 
by allowing federal agencies to discriminate 
against disabled individuals and deny them 
the opportunities they deserve." 

DAV National Service Officer Robert L. 
Poole wrote from Portland, Ore. , that "it is 
inconceivable that the advances that have 
been made because of (the accessibility) re
gulation should now be terminated . Because 
of this regulation, not only have government 
buildings instituted revisions . . . but this has 
led to private companies and corporations 
placing greater emphasis on revising and 
building the accommodations into their build
ings." 

To save the regulation, public members of 
the A&TBCB had to accept some modifica
tion of the minimum guidelines and require
ments. However, said DAV National Com
mander Sherman E. Roodzant, " The regula
tion remains a good 95-percent intact." 

"That's a far better situation than we faced 
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a few months ago, when it seemed very likely 
that the USPS-led faction on the board would 
win the day and kill the regulation 
altogether," added the commander, who 
attended the Dec. I A&TBCB meeting at 
DAV National Service & Legislative Head
quarters in Washington, D.C. 

Though some compromises were necessary 
to keep the accessibility regulation on the 
books, Roodzant called the board's Dec . 1 
decision a major victory for the DAV and all 
of America's disabled citizens. The proposed 
revisions of the regulation have been pub
lished in the Federal Register, and are subject 
to public comment. 

DAV leaders remain concerned about the 
implications of the concessions the board's 
public members were forced to make to save 
the regulation as a whole. Of particular con
cern to the DAV was board action that re
moved from the regulation references to 
buildings leased by the federal government. 

This was .a concession to Assistant Post
master Craig, who held the proxy votes of 
four federal agencies, including that of the 
VA, in addition to his own vote. USPS leases 
more than 28,000 buildings-some 70 per
cent of its facilities. The DAV, which has 
persistently accused USPS of hiring discri
mination against disabled veterans and other 
handicapped people, wants to see those facili
ties made accessible. 

"As long as USPS has some 15,000 build
ings that handicapped people can't use," ex
plained DAV National Employment Director 
Ron Drach, "they'll use them as excuses to 
continue their persistent discrimination 
against our people." 

Rose, whose term on the A&TBCB ended 
Dec. 4, told the DAV he is now exploring the 
possibility of a class action suit aimed at 
forcing the federal government to include 
federally leased buildings among those cov
ered by the regulation . Most observers be
lieve the matter of leased buildings can only 
be settled in the courts through the type of suit 
Rose is looking into. 

A second compromise was made to 
appease the Department of Transportation, 
which was concerned about a provision in the 
regulation that requires installation of eleva
tors in subway stations whenever certain re
novations are made. The matter was settled 
by placing a cost ceiling on such construction; 
elevators would not be required if costs ex
ceed that ceiling. 

The third concession was made for the ben
efit of the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). The board decided to 
defer action on HUD's responsibilities in 
making new, low-income housing accessible 
to handicapped people, but there seemed to be 
agreement among board members that this 
issue would be addressed in the future. 

Some who favored adoption of the Amer
ican National Standards Institute (ANSI)· 
standard on accessibility rather than the board 
regulation, which remains in force following 
the A&TBCB's meeting last month, were 
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VA Outreach Program Experiencing Shakeup 
The VA's Operation Outreach psycholog

ical readjustment program for Vietnam era 
veterans is being reorganized by agency 
administrator Robert P. Nimmo. 

Don Crawford, Ph.D., resigned as the 
program's director last month, and the pro
gram has been removed from the jurisdiction 

Appreciation ... 
Senator Alan Cranston (D-Calif.), ranking 
minority member of the Senate Committee on 
Veterans' Affairs, receives a special DAV 
Citation from DAV National Commander 
Sherman E. Roodzant. Senator Cranston was 
honored for his support of the DAV Vietnam 
Veterans Outreach Program . During his visit 
to the senator's office, Commander Roodzant 
also reviewed the DAV' s priority legislative 
goals for 1982 . 

unhappy with the context of the rescission 
debate. While the board was developing its 
original regulation in 1979, the DAV was one 
of several organizations that supported adop
tion of the ANSI standard. 

In explaining the position the DAV adopted 
during the rescission debate , however, the 
DAV's Drach pointed out that: 

• The board's regulation does not differ 
greatly from the ANSI standard, actually im
proving on the ANSI standard in some areas 
while permitting less expensive accessibility 
measures in some areas; 

• The rescission debate did not pit the 
board's regulation against the ANSI standard; 
rather, it pitted the board 's regulation against 
no accessibility standards whatsoever for 
federal buildings; and 

• ANSI officials have been in contact with 
Rose and the A&TBCB staff, talking about a 
possible coordination of the ANSI standard 
and the board's regulation. 

of Jack Ewalt, M.D., head of mental health 
and behavioral sciences at VA Central Office. 

New Deputy VA Administrator Charles T. 
Hagel, a Vietnam veteran, has taken over the 
reins of Operation Outreach until a new pro
gram director is found. The VA was looking 
seriously at several candidates at presstime. 

DAV leaders are optimistic that the 
shakeup signals a positive change in the man
agement of the program. The realignment is 
due, at least in large part, to Congressional 
hearings in October, when the program's 
management came under fire. 

At those hearings, DAV Deputy National 
Legislative Director Charles E. Joeckel, Jr., 
told the House Government Operations Com
mittee , "It would be a tragedy if the program 
ended after five years in failure for the lack of 
good management, adequate funding, and 
necessary training." 

The combat-disabled Vietnam veteran 
complained that the program was plagued by 
unclear lines of authority and lack of specific 
direction in its administration . He added that 
outreach coordinators at the local level were 
not being given needed training in imple
mentation of the program and coordination of 
services offered by the community and the 
government. 

Hats Off to 
(Continued from Inside Cover) 
with readjustment. This gives the im
pression that all Vietnam veterans have 
had serious problems when the vast 
majority are functioning well as solid 
citizens in the mainstream of American 
life today. 

"We shouldn't ignore these guys
the sacrifices they made in Vietnam 
and the contributions they're making 
today-as we attempt to address the 
needs of the vets who still lead troubled 
lives ." 

DAV Assistant National Director of 
Communications Tom Keller added 
that the "stories of individual veterans 
avoided the usual traps of viewing 
Vietnam veterans as either victims or 
villains. It portrayed these vets as peo
ple-individuals, not stereotypes ... 

"During the past decade and a 
half," the Vietnam era veteran said in 
letters to Newsweek and CBS, "Amer
ican society's rejection of the Vietnam 
War has resulted in a silent and unin
tentional but pernicious rejection of the 
war's veterans . Perhaps as pernicious 
has been the rejection by the American 
people of their own feelings about the 
war ... It's time to look at those feel
ings . It's time to reassess the war and 
its meaning for all Americans." CBS 
and Newsweek's coverage in Decem
ber will help that process along, he 
said. 
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Agent Orange Answers Still Four Years Away 
Complete answers to questions about the 

health effects of Agent Orange and other toxic 
defoliants used during the Vietnam War may 
still be four years away, the DAV has learned . 

While much has been written about these 
chemical defoliants, which contain trace 
amounts of a highly toxic material called 
dioxin , the VA says current knowledge is not 
sufficient to grant service-connection of cer
tain disabilities that many believe are caused 
by exposure to Agent Orange and other diox
in-bearing herbicides . 

While DAV leaders acknowledge that sci
entific research takes time, they were 
distressed to learn that many thousands of 
veterans who were exposed to these chemic
als will have to wait four more years for 
answers to the questions that hang over their 
lives . 

"I think people in Washington now under
stand that the issue is not going to go away, '' 
said DAV Assistant National Adjutant Robert 
H. Lenham. " Veterans who came into con
tact with Agent Orange during the Vietnam 
War are worried , and they're demanding 
!lflswers." 

Research Design 
Being Studied 

DAV Administrative Assistant Charles A. 
Thompson , Jr., added that " Anxieties about 
Agent Orange are likely to increase , rather 
than decrease , as more time goes by without 
answers .'' Lenham and Thompson, both 
combat-disabled veterans of the Vietnam 
War, represent the DAV on the VA's Advi
sory Committee on the Health Related Effects 
of Herbicides. 

News about the Agent Orange controversy 
has developed on three fronts in recent weeks . 
First, the VA advisory committee sent the 
draft protocol--0r research design--0f an im
portant epidemiological study on the effects 
of Agent Orange back to the University of 
California at Los Angeles (UCLA) for a ma
jor overhaul. 

In addition , the VA has issued proposed 
regulatory guidelines on how it will provide 
legally mandated health care to veterans for 
disabilities that may be related to dioxin
bearing defoliants . Also, the agency has pub
lished and distributed a compilation of re
views of literature from around the world on 
these herbicides. 

Epidemiological Study 
The protocol of the epidemiological study 

being designed at UCLA has been the subject 
of controversy since July, when Dr. Gary 
Spivey, lead scientist of the design project, 
publicly speculated on the outcome of this 
research . 
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He told a committee of the California state 
legislature that there is " little evidence" that 
Agent Orange threatens human health, 
adding that " The fear which is generated by 
the current publicity is very likely to be the 
most serious consequence of the use of Agent 
Orange." 

Because of the comments, many veterans ' 
groups fear that Spivey ' s views will bias the 
results of the epidemiological study he and his 
associates at UCLA are designing . Such fears 
were mentioned in the criticisms of Spivey's 
draft research protocol by members of the VA 
advisory committee. 

" It's fair to say the scientists on the com
mittee are determined to make sure that this 
research is objective , that it adheres strictly to 
scientific method," said the DAV's Thomp
son, who attended the committee meeting at 
which Spivey ' s draft design was discussed. 

"The criticisms raised by these committee 
members , when they sent the protocol back to 
Dr. Spivey, indicate that they won't accept 
anything less than complete objectivity,'' 
said Thompson. " This attitude is reassuring 
to the DAV , which is solely concerned about 
the welfare of the veterans who were exposed 
to dioxin ." 

Lenham pointed out that three other scien
tific bodies will review Spivey's final design 
before the research, itself, actually begins. · 
These are the National Research Council of 
the National Academy of Sciences; the Con
gressional Office of Technology Assessment, 
and the federal government ' s interagency 
Agent Orange Working Group . 

Of all research being done on the effects of 
Agent Orange, this single study will probably 
have more to do with settling claims for ser
vice-connection of disabilities than any other 
research project. Therefore , the DAV and 
other representatives of veterans are deeply 
concerned over the question of objectivity in 
this investigation. 

VA Treatment 
Guidelines Set 

As Lenham stated, "If veterans exposed to 
dioxin-bearing chemicals while fighting for 
their country don't trust the results of this 
research, immense problems will result. 
There will be a large public outcry , and there 
will be demands for a resolution of the Agent 
Orange question on the basis of political ex
pediency rather than scientific evidence. Ev
ery safeguard must be taken." 

Health Care Guidelines 
As noted in last month's DAV Magazine, 

Congress has passed and the President has 
signed legislation (Public Law 97-72), which 

directs the VA to provide health care for dis
abilities that may be related to exposure to 
dioxin-bearing chemicals and ionizing radia
tion during military service. 

Since then, the VA has issued guidelines to 
all of its medical facilities, outlining how this 
health care will be provided. These guidelines 
were furnished on an interim basis so the 
agency can provide care to eligible veterans 
while it receives public comments in response 
to publication of the guidelines in the Federal 
Register. 

World Literature 
Review ·compiled 

The question now is whether the VA will 
become overly restrictive in providing this 
care. The DAV has been concerned about this 
possibility since Nov. 3, when President 
Reagan signed this legislation. 

At that time, the White House issued a 
statement attributed to the President (but 
probably written under the direction of the 
Office of Management and Budget) , which 
indicated weak administration support for this 
provision . Therefore, the DAV is combing 
through the new VA guidelines to determine if 
the administration's negative attitude toward 
the provision has filtered down to policy level 
in the VA medical system. 

DAV leaders are also watching imple
mentation of the guidelines atthe VA medical 
center level. "The VA must take this provi
sion of P.L. 

0

97-72 seriously," said DAV 
National Director of Services Norman B. 
Hartnett. 

"We understand that this p1aces an added 
burden on a system that can ' t keep up with 
current demand due to underfunding and 
understaffing,'' he added. ''But, that doesn't 
change the nature of the question or the intent 
of Congress. There is at least reason to sus
pect that the disabilities involved may have 
been caused by military service. 

" Until research resolves those suspicions 
one way or the other," Hartnett explained, 
"the VA must take seriously its obligation to 
provide these veterans the medical treatment 
called for by the law. " 

The guidelines were outlined in a recent VA 
news release . While the release was some
what technical in its wording , it may have 
something to say about the agency 's attitude 
toward providing care for conditions alleged
ly caused by Agent Orange and other herbi
cides. 

Therefore , DAV Magazine's editors felt 
that veterans should have the opportunity to 
read the pertinent sections in their entirety . 
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The following is quoted directly from that VA 
news release: 

Health care services may not be provided under 
this law, the guidelines point out, for the care of 
conditions which are found to have resultedfrom a 
cause other than the specified exposures. 

Health care services authorized under this provi
sion of the law are limited to hospital and nursing 
home care in VA facilities, and outpatient care in 
VA facilities on a pre-or post-hospitalization basis 
or to obviate a need for hospitalization. These 
services will be provided without regard to the 
veteran's age, service connected status or the in
ability of the veteran to defray the expenses of such 
care . Veterans furnished outpatient care under this 
authority will be accorded priority ahead of non
service-connected veterans and equal to former 
POWs receiving care for nonservice-connected 
conditions. 

Congress made it clear that this law provides for 
health care only. A determination that a veteran is 
eligible for such care does not constitute a basis for 
service connection or in any way affect determina
tions regarding service connection. 

VA guidelines provide also that a complete 
medical history , physical examination and 
appropriate diagnostic studies will be developed 
for each veteran who served in the republic of 
Vietnam and who requests VA medical care. For 
those who have been examined within the prior six 
months, only those procedures which are medically 
indicated by the current circumstances will be re
peated. Where the findings reveal a condition re
quiring treatment, the responsible staff physician 
shall make a determination as to whether the condi
tion resulted from a cause other than the specified 
exposure . In making this determination, the physi
cian will consider that the following types of condi
tions are not ordinarily considered to be due to 
such exposure: 

a. Congenital or developmental condition, e.g., 
spina bifida, scoliosis; 

b. Conditions which are known to have preex
isted military service; 

c. Conditions resulting from trauma, e.g., de
formity or limitation of motion of an extremity; 

d. Conditions having a specific and well estab
lished etiology, e.g., tuberculosis , gout; 

e. Common conditions having a well recognized 
clinical course, e.g., inguinal hernia, acute appen
dicitis. 

" On occasion," the guidelines continue, "the 
responsible staff physician may find that a veteran 
requires care for one or more of the conditions 
listed (above), but that the case presents complicat
ing circumstances that make the provision of care 
under this authority appropriate. In such in
stances, the physician should seek guidance from 
the chief of staff regarding authorization for treat
ment.' If treatment is so authorized, the reasons will 
be clearly documented in the medical record. 
Veterans who are not provided needed medical 
care under this circular may be furnished care if 
they are eligible under any other statutory au
thority." 

Veterans who are denied VA health care to 
which they believe they are entitled under this 
authority are urged to contact their DAV 
national service officer (NSO). The DAV 
NSO may be able to help these veterans get 
the care they require from the VA, and the 
organization needs the assistance of veterans 
in locating trouble spots in the implementa
tion of these guidelines. 
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Vets' Day Speaker . . . 
Dennis Joyner, DAV national I st junior vice 
commander, shows off a baton he received 
from members of the Golden Knights, the 
U.S. Army's precision parachute team. The 
baton was passed between team members at 
an altitude of 10,000 feet during the Veter
ans' Day observance in New Port Richey, 
Fla. The keynote speaker, Joyner told the 
audience of about 2,500 what it means to be a 
veteran. The event was sponsored by Veter
ans Village , Inc ., and was hosted by the DAV 
and other veterans' organizations. 

Worldwide AO Literature 
The compilation of worldwide literature on 

Agent Orange and other herbicides used in 
Southeast Asia during the Vietnam War was 
published and distributed to various in
terested parties by the VA shortly after last 
month's issue of DAV Magazine went to 
press, 

This two-volume Review of Literature on 
Herbicides, Including Phenoxy Herbicides 
and Associated Dioxins covers approximately 
1,200 documents spanning more than 20 
years. It was compiled for the VA under con
tract by JRB Associates of McLean, Va. 

VA officials have consistently' held that 
past research on the effects of herbicides is 
not sufficiently conclusive to use in making 
determinations of service-connection. 
However, a VA news release announcing the 
newly published compilation of currently 
available research said it "is expected to 
assist researchers, both in government and the 
private sector, to identify opportunities for 
the systematic development of new know
ledge based on what is already known and 
published." 

Barclay M. Shepard, M.D., VA special 
assistant to the chief medical director for en
vironmental medicine, told the DAV that 
"completion of this scientific review is a ma
jor step forward in resolving the health issues 
which are related to the use of herbicides both 
at home and abroad. 

"It will serve as a significant resource in 
the field of scientific research on these chem
ical agents," said the VA' s point man on the 
Agent Orange issue. "It will significantly 
assiiit us in serving that segment of the 
population concerned about the possible 
adverse health effects of exposure to Agent 
Orange and other herbicides.'' 

The DAV's Lenham agreed that this com
pilation of literature will be helpful to re
searchers working on the dioxin question. 
"For the first time, it will be relatively easy 
for these investigators to find work that's 
already been done on Agent Orange and simi
lar herbicides. For them, it will be like having 
a card index in book form." 

Where Things Stand 
Since 1978, the VA has examined some 

65 ,000 veterans concerned about the possible 
effects of their exposure to Agent Orange 
during the Vietnam War. This and other diox
in-bearing herbicides were used extensively 
during the war to deprive enemy forces of 
food supplies and ground cover. 

More than 10,500 of these veterans have 
filed claims for service-connection of disabil
ities they feel may have been caused by their 
exposure. Approximately 3,000 of these 
veterans are represented by DAV NSOs, and 
their complaints cover a wide variety of 
medical symptoms. 

While service-connection has been denied 
in a good number of these claims, they can be 
re-opened at any time when new evidence 
becomes available. However, it's likely to be 
some time before service-connection is 
granted in significant numbers of herbicide 
related claims. 

It's likely to be a long, difficult battle, 
according to Lenham, who compared the 
Agent Orange issue to the battles waged by 
veterans who were exposed to radiation dur
ing atomic weapons tests and to the ·experi
ence of former POWs. 
"It's very difficult to pinpoint exact cause
and-eff ect relationships between Agent 
Orange and the various disabilities it is 
alleged to have caused," said the Vietnam 
veteran. ''In fact, it may never be possible to 
say beyond any doubt that some of these 
disabilities resulted from Agent Orange expo
sure and no other cause. 

"That's very similar to what we face in 
cases involving former POWs and veterans 
exposed to radiation. Cause and effect rela
tionships are blurred by any number of fac
tors . After years of battle for these veterans, 
we've made measurable progress for ex
POWs, though many problems remain. And, 
though we've seen some progress on radia
tion-related claims, we're a very long way 
from the finish line in our efforts to help these 
veterans. 

"I really hate to say it," Lenham con
cluded, ''but we may face years of struggle in 
our attempts to resolve the Agent Orange 
issue as well. But, I want to reassure Vietnam 
veterans th~t the DAV is on their side in the 
battle for the long haul." 

Page.9 



Older Vets Not 
Given Automatic 
Medical Care 

Office of Management and Budget (0MB) 
officials have told a number of news reporters 
in Washington, D.C., that veterans age 65 
and older enjoy automatic entitlement to free 
medical care from the VA, regardless of 
whether or not their conditions are service
connected . 

"As a blanket statement, this 0MB asser
tion is only partially true, " charged DAV 
National Service Director Arthur H. Wilson . 
"And, realities at the level of individual VA 
hospitals and clinics often render this entitle
ment meaningless, " he explained. 

OMB's exaggerated statements about the 
health care eligibility of older veterans have. 
appeared in several newspapers across the 
country in recent months. This prompted 
many older veterans to contact DAV National 
Service Offices with complaints that the VA 
had denied them medical benefits to which 
they ' re entitled by law. 

It is true that some forms of health care 
entitl_ement were extended to veterans age 65 
and older by a 1970 law. However, this en
titlement applies only on a space-available 
basis , and it is limited to inpatient hospital, 
nursing home , and domiciliary care from the 
VA. 

Outpatient treatment of nonservice
connected conditions suffered by these veter
ans is provided under the VA's ambulatory 
care program, which provides older veterans 
no entitlement beyond that of other veterans 
seeking care for nonservice-connected health 
problems. 

While it is by no means always the case, 
veterans aged 65 and older generally have few 
problems in obtaining inpatient hospital and 
domiciliary care. On the other hand , nonser
vice-connected veterans in this age group ex
perience grave difficulties when trying to get 
into VA nursing homes, which have a high 
occupancy rate, leaving them little room for 

Supreme Court Refuses 
To Hear Agent Orange Suit 

The Supreme Court refused last month to 
hear a case brought by Vietnam veterans 
against several companies that manufactured 
the toxic defoliant, Agent Orange , during the 
Vietnam War. 

In doing so, the court let stand a New York 
City federal appeals court ruling that Agent 
Orange suits should be tried under the laws of 
individual states rather than federal law. Jus
tices Sandra Day O'Connor and Harry A. 
Blackmun dissented from the court 's majority 
opinion . 

In 20 states, the statute of limitations has 
already run out, making it impossible to sue in 
these state courts. Suits may be possible in the 
other 30 states, however. 
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new, nonservice-connected cases. 
Further, it is frequently impossible for 

these veterans to get VA outpatient care for 
nonservice-connected conditions . And, more 
than any other type of care, outpatient treat
ment is what these veterans most often re
quire. 

"The VA's outpatient care system is so 
strapped and ambulatory care for nonservice
connected conditions rates such a low priority 
that nonservice-connected veterans are very 
frequently turned away without treatment, re
gardless of what age group they belong to ,'' 
Wilson explained. 

0MB 's "wild exaggerations" of the health 
care entitlement of older veterans were prob
ably made to build support for cutbacks in the 
VA medical system, according to the DAV 
spokesman. 

"OMB has painted pictures of free care 
being lavished on veterans whose disabilities 
are not service-connected and who can afford 
treatment from sources other than the VA," 
Wilson charged. "Such is not the case." He 
cited recent VA statistics, showing that at 
least 78.6 percent of the VA's patients have 
family incomes of less than $15,000. At least 
42.4 percent of the agency's patients earn less 
than $7,000. 

Wilson also expressed the DAV's fear that 
0MB is exaggerating the health care entitle
ment of retirement age veterans to drive a 
wedge between veterans of World War lI and 
the Vietnam era. "This would create a rift in 
the veterans' movement , making it easier for 
0MB to cut everyone's benefits," the Viet
nam veteran said. 

DAV Helps VA 
Hospital Win Suit 

The DAV' s Department of Oregon played a 
crucial role in a recent court battle that pitted 
the VA against private health care providers in 
Portland, Ore. 

Though the suit brought against the VA in 
Portland involved construction of only one 
VA medical facility, the entire future of the 
VA's health care system was jeopardized in 
the case, according to DAV National Legisla
tive Director John F . Heilman. 

A coalition of citizens and environmental 
groups in Portland brought suit against the 
VA, seeking to block construction of a re
placement VA medical complex there on the 
grounds that the VA's environmental impact 
statement on the construction project was in
adequate. 

Organized and spearheaded by private 
health care providers in Portland , the coali
tion charged that the VA had not considered 
" mainstreaming" as an alternative to build
ing its new medical facility. The term, 
" mainstreaming," means shifting veterans 
from the VA to private sources of treatment, 
with the VA paying the bill. 

A faction of Portland physicians tried to get 
the powerful American Medical Association 

(AMA) to adopt a position in favor of main
streaming the VA's patient load a year and a 
half ago. However, the national AMA re
jected the proposal last summer. 

The Portland suit demonstrated that these 
physicians remain committed to the main
streaming concept. In the view of DAV lead
ers, proponents of mainstreaming want to use 
veterans to fill the waiting rooms of private 
physicians and occupy the empty beds of pri
vate and not-for-profit hospitals that have 
built more capacity than they need . 

U.S. District Court Judge Robert Belloni's 
opinion, resolving the Portland suit in the 
VA's favor, seemed to recognize that the en
vironmental impact of the VA's construction 
project there had little to do with the case 
before him. He said the suit appeared to be 
"calling for an overhaul of national VA poli
cy, which is to provide VA facilities rather 
than to pay for care." 

Commenting on the outcome of the suit, 
the DAV's Heilman said, "There is no doubt 
that the amicus curiae brief filed by the DAV 
Department of Oregon gave weight and cre
dence to the position and arguments advanced 
by the VA' s district counsel. 

"The initiative shown by your department 
in this most important matter stands as an 
example for all DAV state departments 
throughout the country," the DAV spokes
man said in a letter to Duane Rold, comman
der of the Department of Oregon, which be
came the first DAV state department to reach 
its 1981 -82 membership quota in mid
November. 

"Had this suit not been turned aside, the 
entire future of the VA health care system
not just that of the Portland medical facility
would have been placed in jeopardy," Heil
man concluded. 

DAV National Director of Services Nor
man B. Hartnett warned, however, that the 
mainstreaming concept remains a serious 
threat to the VA medical system. ''The propo
nents of this disastrous idea have shown that 
they don't intend to give up, even though they 
failed to win AMA support for mainstreaming 
and they lost this crucial lawsuit. 

" If these people get their way," Hartnett 
cautioned, " the interests of veterans using the 
VA health care system will be seriously 
harmed . And, many veterans will lose the 
only source of medical treatment available to 
them." 

Congress Grants Charter 
To Italian American Vets 

The Italian American War Veterans 
(IA WV) has been granted a national charter 
by legislation that was recently passed by 
Congress and signed by President Reagan. 

The DAV supported this legislation when it 
was under consideration by the Senate Judici
ary Committee. The 10,000-member IA WV 
was formed nearly 50 years ago by Italian 
American veterans of World War I, and now 
includes veterans of both World Wars, the 
Korean War, and Vietnam War. 
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Decline of VA Prosthetics Program 
Reported to House Subcommittee 

The VA has lost the world leadership posi
tion it held following World War II in the field 
of prosthetics, orthotics, and sensory aids , a 
DAV spokesman charged in recent testimony 
before a House Veterans' Affairs Committee 
panel. 

DAV Deputy National Legislative Director 
Charles E. Joeckel, Jr., blamed " ineffective 
management" as the reason why "VA pros
thetics research has floundered in recent 
years ." 

Joeckel 's testimony offered no criticism of 
VA prosthetics services to individual disabled 
veterans . " Our organization receives very few 
complaints from veterans regarding the pros
thetics services provided by the VA ," he told 
the Subcommittee on Hospitals and Health 
Care. 

However, he said, "There simply has been 
nothing new in the area of prosthetics re
search in the last 15 years ," because VA 
prosthetics programs have been subjected to 
splintered management and lack of priority. 

" The VA has an obligation to place greater 
emphasis on the development of appliances 
and devices designed to improve the quality 
of life of service-connected amputee veter
ans ," said Joeckel , who uses prosthetic legs 
as a result of Vietnam combat injuries. 

The DAV spokesman sharply criticized a 
recent Government Accounting Office 
(GAO) study , which asserted that amputees 
who wear prosthetic devices will unavoidably 
suffer some degree of pain . He also refused'to 
accept the idea, presented in the GAO report , 
that "some amputees would never be satis
fied. " 

He expressed the DAV's fear that such 
statements only serve to rationalize the low 
priority the government has given to prosthe
tics research in recent years. " Through better 
leadership and management, as well as great
er emphasis on research and development of 
prosthetic appliances, " Joeckel claimed, 
''we believe such statements can be refuted. ' ' 

The GAO report , released in September, 
was requested by several congressmen who 
felt that many amputees may have borne years 
of unnecessary pain because the prosthetics 
industry in the United States has fallen behind 
the times . These congressmen also felt that 
amputees may have suffered needlessly be
cause medical personnel haven't studied the 
latest surgical techniques and prosthetics 
practitioners haven ' t received adequate 
training . 

Outlining the history of the VA's prosthe
tics programs , Joeckel explained that the 
agency was ill-equipped to meet the prosthe
tic needs of the large numbers of veterans 
coming home with combat disabilities in the 
early years of World War II . . 

Angered by this situation, the DAV and 
other veterans ' organizations appeared before 
Congress in 1945 to demand action . As a 
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result , new legislation and centralization of 
the VA's previously fragmented prosthetics 
programs quickly launched the agency into 
world leadership in the field of prosthetics 
and orthotics . 

Over the past two decades , however, the 
nationwide coordination and high priority 
that made this leadership possible have crum
bled. By 1975, the National Academy of Sci
ences (NAS) was forced to conclude that " in 
the field of prosthetics, the United States has 
lost its world leadership . 

"Despite large expenditures of money ," 
NAS commented in its VA-funded report, 
"the VA has not been able to achieve much in 
terms of reading devices or controlled and 
powered prostheses for actual patient use. 
The sophisticated devices that they have 
sponsored tend to stay in the laboratory for 
partial local evaluation and further refine
ment." 

Similar criticism was voiced last year by A. 
Bennett Wilson, writing in Orthotics and 
Prosthetics, journal of the American Orthotic 
and Prosthetic Association . A review of the 
prosthetics and rehabilitation engineering 
projects of the VA and other government 
agencies , said Wilson , " reveals that a re
latively small emphasis is being placed on 
limb prosthetics and orthotics. 

"Just why this is so," Wilson remarked, 
" is not clear . . . " 

Joeckel offered the DAV's opinion that this 
low priority has resulted , in good part , from a 
number of organizational changes within the 
VA, which have splintered the management 
of the agency's prosthetics research and ser
vice programs . Responsibility for these pro
grams is currently spread out among several 
elements of the VA Department of Medicine 
and Surgery (DM&S). 

Even the VA' s rehabilitation engineering 
center in New York, in which disabled veter
ans had placed great hopes in the very recent 
past, has been affected by reorganizations . 
The center has been placed under the manage
ment of DM&S Medical District I, and some 
of its $1 . I-million funding has been siphoned 
off for use by other health care programs in 
the medical district. 

Joeckel told the congressmen that control 
of the VA's prosthetics programs must again 
be centralized and their priority re
established . Only in this way, the DAV be
lieves, can the VA become the dynamic force 
in the prosthetics and orthotics field that it 
was following World War II. 

Joeckel also told the congressmen that the 
VA could do more to inform disabled veterans 
of the prosthetic, orthotic , and sensory aid 
equipment and benefits available to them. He 
suggested a continuing outreach effort de
signed to heighten awareness of these benefits 
among eligible veterans, including a brochure 
outlining what is available . 

VA Reviews 
Draw Criticism 

The DAV recently warned Congress that 
the VA may be going overboard in its efforts 
to trim the rolls of disabled veterans who have 
been granted 100-percent disability ratings on 
the basis of individual unemployability . 

With these efforts, "the VA has gone 
beyond the point of protecting program in
tegrity and has entered the realm of over
review and over-evaluation for purposes 
other than protecting its programs," charged 
DAV Deputy National Legislative Director 
Charles E. Joeckel, Jr. 

A review of unemployability cases, initi
ated by the VA under the Carter administra
tion last year, resulted in reduced evaluations 
in less than 5 percent of the 68,000 cases 
reviewed. The results of this review of all 
unemployability cases involving disabled 
veterans less than 60 years of age indicates 
that original VA evaluations were correct in 
95 percent of all cases, Joeckel told the House 
Veterans' Affairs Committee's panel on com
pensation, pension , and insurance . 

He said the 5-percent error rate would have 
been even lower if VA regional offices in 
some cities had followed the intent of DVB 
Circular 21-80-7, which directed the review. 
He specifically accused VA regional offices 
in Boston , Mass .; Tagus, Me. ; Buffalo, 
N.Y.; and St. Paul, Minn. , of taking the 
circular " as a mandate for a witch hunt." 

He said over-zealous implementation of 
the circular in offices such as these "resulted 
in many reductions in VA benefits without a 
conclusion that the original grant of indi
vidual unemployability was clearly and un
mistakably erroneous." 

Subsequent to this review, the VA has dis
cussed several other possibilities, which the 
DAV fears are nothing more than attempts ta 
whittle down the number of disabled veterans 
receiving the 100-percent rate based on indi
vidual umemployability. 

VA Central Office has requested a copy of 
each new rating establishing entitlement to 
individual unemployability ratings . The 
agency has considered plans to review cases . 
of veterans over the age of 60. It has consid
ered a second review of all cases involving 
individual unemployability based on nervous 
conditions. And, it is currently considering a 
new DVB circular dealing with claims for 
individual unemployability benefits. 

Joeckel told the House Veterans ' Commit
tee panel that the VA's first review of unem
ployability cases served the purpose "of in
suring the integrity of this successful 
program." 

He stated that the "VA's latest proposal to 
issue still another DVB circular constitutes 
nothing new, but rather, will intimidate VA 
field rating personnel, thus inhibiting the in
dependent judgment of local rating board 
members. ' ' 
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The Nuclear Cloud Still Hangs Over the Lives 
Of Hundreds of Thousands of Veterans, Families 

There have been, for years, questions sur
rounding what radiation exposure may have 
done to the health of veterans who partici
pated in nuclear weapons tests or the occupa
tions of Nagasaki and Hiroshima. 

Answers are scarce. 
And getting the VA to grant service

connection for disabilities that may have been 
caused by radiation has always been a diffi
cult proposition. Some progress has been 
made . 

But, all in all, establishment of service
connection for these veterans remains a tough 
business. These cases are among the most 
difficult that DAV national service officers 
(NSOs) handle, according· to the organiza
tion's National Service Director Arthur H. 
Wilson. 

Nearly all of these cases wind up at the 
Board of Veterans Appeals (BVA). Located 
in Washington, D.C., BVA is the highest 
level of appeal in the agency ' s claims proces
sing system. DAV national appeals officers 
handle nearly 40 percent of the cases of veter
ans, dependents, and survivors who bring 
their cases before BVA. 

Among these cases are several hundred 
claims for service-connection of diseases that 
veterans or survivors believe are related to 
exposure to radiation during military service. 
Most prevalent among these disabilities are 
various forms of cancer, with a good number 
of leukemia and skin cancer cases. But, a long 
list of other health problems that veterans feel 
could be related to radiation exposure in
clude: 

• early death, 
• sterility, 
• loss of hearing , 
• skin diseases, 
• bone deterioration, 
• muscle weakness and deterioration, 
• blindness , 
• brain tumors, 
• emotional problems, 
• hair loss, 
• lung problems, 
• internal disorders, 
• heart problems and high blood pressure, 
• blisters and boils, 
• rectal bleeding and blood in urine , 
• numbness in extremities, 
• chronic headaches, and 
• tinnitis (ringing in ears) . 

"All too frequently," said DAV Chief of 
Claims Jesse Brown, "DAV national service 
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officers must develop a traditional approach 
to establishing service-connection for 
claimed disabilities , as opposed to estab
lishing a direct cause-and-effect relationship 
between radiation exposure and the disability 
in question." 

That's what hapened in the case of retired 
Army sergeant Paul L. Cooper, said Brown, 
who represented many veterans in the earliest 
cases involving radiation exposure, when he 
was a DAV national appeals officer at BVA. 
The DAV represented Cooper in his claim for 
service-connection in the mid-1970s. Brown 
and other DAV NSOs had great hopes that 
they could establish some defined guidelines 
with this case . 

On Aug. 23, 1957, Cooper-at that time a 
strapping, young paratrooper-marched 
across a desolate stretch of Nevada toward 
"ground zero," the center of the site at which 
a 44-kiloton atomic weapon had just been 
detonated. Cooper's unit had been situated 
about 3,000 yards away in a trench . Just be
fore the bomb test, though, the wind had 
changed direction, and the unit had been 
marched to a new location on an exposed 
hillside about the same distance from ground 
zero. 

There, young Cooper waited. Nerves and 
muscles taut, even though he knew of no 
reason why he should fear an atomic blast. 
Surely, he reasoned, the Defense Department 
wouldn't risk his life ... except in a war. 

Then came the explosion. Crouched with 
his back turned to the fireball, he held his 
hands over his eyes. He could see the bones in 
his hands-like an X-ray-through his closed 
eyelids . 

After the explosion, Cooper and 163 other 
Gls approached to within 100-200 yards of 
ground zero. Then they boarded trucks and 
were driven away. Operation Smokey, 
through which the Defense Department 
gained new data on how ground troops would 
react in the aftermath of an atomic blast, was 
over. 

Or was it? Twenty years later, Cooper lay 
wasting away in a VA hospital bed, dying of 
leukemia. He was certain the disease had 
been caused by his exposure to radiation that 
day back i.n 1957 at the barren, bleak stretch 
of Nevada. 

After 3: long struggle, the DAV finally got 
the VA to grant service-connection for Coop
er's leukemia in April I 977. But, it was a 
heart-breaker for Cooper and the DAV NS Os 
who had worked on the case. They had hoped 
to win a landmark decision, linking the leuke-

mia to radiation exposure from BVA. But 
they didn't get it. 

Instead, BVA based service-connection on 
symptoms for which Cooper had been treated 
while he was still on active-duty in his last 
year of service. However, Cooper died with 
some comfort. He knew his wife and children 
would receive service-connected death bene
fits (DIC) and other VA assistance after he 
was gone. 

No one knows how many times Cooper's 
story has been repeated in other scenarios by 
other veterans exposed to radiation during 
atomic weapons tests or during the occupa
tions of Hiroshima and Nagasaki , Japan, fol
lowing use of atomic bombs in those cities 
during World War II. 

Between 1945 and 1962, the United States 
detonated 183 nuclear bombs in atmospheric 
tests in the Pacific Islands and the American 
Southwest. Some estimate of the number of 
veterans who participated in these tests run as 
low as 174,000. Other estimates approach 
half a million. According to most estimates 
today, approximately a quarter of a million 
veterans took part in these tests . 

But, no one really knows for sure how 
many people got a dose of radiation while 
witnessing atomic weapons tests . Records are 
. . 
mcomplete. Many records have been de-
stroyed or lost. Not only does the government 
lack any way to get a handle on how many 
veterans were exposed to radiation during the 
tests, but the veterans who were there have a 
difficult time getting their hands on informa
tion the VA needs for their claims. 

This lack of information is compounded by 
the fact that many of the cancers and other 
diseases the veterans claim were caused by 
radiation take years to develop. In some 
cases, 20 or even 30 years may go by before 
symptoms show up. Throughout the 1970s 
until today, the DAV and other organizations, 
such as the National Association of Atomic 
Veterans (NAAV), have plugged away at VA 
top management, other government leaders, 
and public opinion . 

In 1979, the VA adopted new guidelines for 
handling radiation-related claims, and many 
thought these guidelines would be a major 
breakthrough. However, though the 1979 
guidelines did loosen up the claims system 
somewhat for these veterans, they proved to 
be just one more milestone in a long journey. 

Two years later, VA Deputy Chief Benefits 
Director John W. Hagan, Jr., spelled out the 
disappointing statistics in a letter to NAAV 
Executive Director Wanda S. Kelly, widow 
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of Orville E. Kelly, who founded the national 
organization of radiation-exposed veterans 
and their families. 

"Through August 1981," said the VA' s 
Hagan, "we have received 2,354 rating 
sheets. Of this number, there were 1,463 with 
an allegation of radiation exposure while par
ticipating in an atmospheric test, and 257 
claims of veterans who participated in the 
occupation of Nagasaki and Hiroshima after 
the bombing of those cities. The balance of 
ratings contain disabilities which are due to 
other causes. 

"Sixty-four radiation claims have been 
allowed for all causes, with 14 being allowed 
due to radiation exposure while participating 

-in an atmospheric test," said the VA official. 
"None of the 257 claims containing allega-
tions of exposure during the occupation of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki have been allowed 
to date. The balance of the 50 claims allowed 
were for other causes such as radiation ther
apy and occupational exposure ." 

BVA, Hagan told NAAV , "has allowed ten 
claims due to exposure to radiation while 
participating in atmospheric tests. The board 
has not allowed any claims based on exposure 
to radiation while serving in Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki ." 

The 1979 guidelines , for which the DAV 
fought hard , supposedly give the veteran the 
benefit of the doubt. ''Where there is a 
reasonable doubt, it is supposed to be settled 
in the veteran' s favor," said DAV Deputy 
National Legislative Director Charles E. 
Joeckel , Jr., who worked closely with Con
gress to get the VA to adopt the new guide
lines. 

Judging from the statistics on claims that 
have been allowed on the basis of radiation 
exposure, many now ask if the VA is inter
preting the question of reasonable doubt as 
strictly as it possibly can. 

Both DAV and NAAV leaders point out 
that the scientific community is split on the 
health-related effects of radiation exposure . 
Many scientists believe that even small doses 
of radiation can cause significant health dam
age, including various types of cancer. 

And a recent Center for Disease Control 
(CDC) study of 3,223 veterans who partici
pated in the 1957 "Smokey" test uncovered 
findings that strongly suggest a risk of cancer 
among participants in atmospheric atomic 
weapons tests . Initial reports from this study 
indicated that the nine leukemia cases found 
among test participants nearly tripled the 
leukemia rate nationwide. 

Not played up in those. reports was the fact 
that 303 of the veterans-nearly 10 percent of 
them-were already dead. Also not featured 
was the fact that 50 cases of cancer were 
found, in addition to the nine cases of 
leukemia. 

These results demonstrate that the VA 
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could be considerably more liberal in granting 
veterans the benefit based on reasonable 
doubt, according to officials in both the DAV 
and NAAV. "There is at leastcause to admit a 
reasonable doubt in the cases of veterans suf
fering from several forms of cancer, " said 
DAV National Director of Services Norman 
B. Hartnett. 

One recent step forward in the battle to win 
justice for veterans exposed to radiation 
doesn't involve claims for service-connection 
of disabilities. It concerns health care, which 
is a crucial issue to those exposed veterans 
who suffer long-term, debilitating diseases . 
However, that step forward may not have 
been a very large step. 

As reported in the December issue of DAV 
Magazine, the VA was granted authority to 
provide health care for disabilities that may be 
related to radiation exposure during military 
service under a provision of The Veterans ' 
Health Care , Training and Small Business 
Loan Act of 1981 (Public Law 97-72). The 
new law made similar provisions for treat
ment of disabilities that may be related to 
Agent Orange. 

The VA has since issued guidelines to its 
health care facilities, explaining how this care 
should be administered. Those guidelines 
have drawn less than an enthusiastic response 
from DAV leaders, who feel they may be too 
restrictive . Those fears are shared by NAAV 
leaders, who have used phrases such as " hol
low victory" and "token gesture of appease
ment" to describe what has happened. 

"We have a lot of veterans-and chil
dren-who are sick and still unable to get 
health care from the VA," explained NAAV 
National Veterans Liaison Barry Kail. 
_ The DAV became wary about what kind of 
health care the VA was going to provide under 
P.L. 97-72 to veterans exposed to radiation 
and toxic chemicals on Nov. 3, the day Presi
dent Reagan signed this legislation. A White 
House statement, attributed to the President 
and issued that day, indicated very weak 
Reagan administration support for this provi
sion of the bill . 

The statement said the administration 
would add no funds to the budget to provide 
the health services the bill authorizes . "I ex-
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pect this provision to be implemented in a 
manner that will not add to the budgetary 
costs of Veterans Administration medical 
care and treatment," the President's state
ment read . 

The DAV's Hartnett explained that this 
lack of funding means the VA is once again 
being asked to deliver more service with few
er resources . " It 's no longer possible to place 
that kind of requirement on a system that has 
already been forced to tum thousands of eligi
ble veterans away from its doors due to fund
ing and staffing cutbacks over the last four 
years ," he said . 

According to Hartnett, the Presidential 
statement leads one to believe that the admin
istration views veterans exposed to radiation 
and toxic defoliants as basically nonservice
connected cases . In particular, he referred to 
the White House's remark that this care 
would be provided " without regard to finan
cial need." 

While service-connection hasn ' t been 
established in all of these cases , Hartnett said, 
' 'these disabilities may very well have been 
caused by military service. Congress pro
vided this health care eligibility on the basis 
of the possible service-connection of these 
cases . 

"As Jong as there ' s any doubt about that ," 
the DAV spokesman stated, ' 'no one should 
treat these veterans as if they were nonser
vice-connected. That ' s just not right." 

The new VA guidelines do grant these 
veterans a priority in the VA health care sys
tem that's higher than given to strictly nonser
vice-connected applicants for VA care . But 
it's a good deal less than what the DAV be
lieves these veterans deserve . 

The guidelines were furnished to the VA 
field facilities on an interim basis to allow 
these facilities to start treating exposed veterJ 
ans now. However, they have been published 
in the Federal Register, and public comment 
is invited by VA Central Office (810 Vermont 
Ave. , N.W ., Washington, D.C., 20420) be
fore they become regulatory . 

The guidelines state: " each veteran who 
participated in the testing of a nuclear device 
or who participated in the occupation of 
Hiroshima or Nagasaki , Japan , between 
September 11, 1945, and July 1, 1946, and 
who requests VA medical care, will be pro
vided a complete medical examination and 
appropriate diagnostic studies . . . Where the 
findings reveal a condition requiring treat
ment, the responsible staff physician shall 
make a determination as to whether that con
dition resulted from a cause other than the 
veteran' s exposure to radiation. Conditions 
other than cancer are usually considered to be 
due to causes other than exposure to ionizing 
radiation. " 

(Continued on page 14) 
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The Nuclear Cloud Still Hangs Over the Lives 
Of l;f und,:eds of Thousands of Veterans, Families 
(Contil;!ued from page I 3) 

Aftef reading this statement, DAV leaders 
asked two basic questions : 

• Are the guidelines directing VA physi
cians to look for reasons to screen radiation
exposed veterans out of their eligibility for 
VA care under the provisions of P. L. 97-72, a 
law passed by Congress and signed by the 
President; and 

• Is VA Central Office attempting to limit 
care for radiation-exposed veterans only to 
treatment for cancer when there is sufficient 
evidence to at least suspect that several other 
disabilities may be related to radiation? 

The debate on P.L. 97-72, as well as the 
law itself, is very clear in indicating that Con
gress intended VA care to be extended to all 
veterans suffering conditions that may be re
lated to radiation. 

While Congress was perfectly clear in 
pointing out that care provided under the au
thority of P.L. 97-72 is not to be viewed as a 
determination that a veteran has a basis for 
service-connection of the disability in ques
tion, nothing in the law says that this care is to 
be limited specifically to cases of cancer. 

The new VA guidelines are also very strin
gent-too stringent in the DAV's opinion
with regard to the types of care that will be 
provided to veterans exposed to radiation and 
toxic chemicals . A recent VA news release 
spelled out the types of care these veterans 
will be provided: 

"Health care is limited to hospital and 
nursing home care in VA facilities and outpa
tient care in VA facilities on a pre- or post
hospitalizaton basis or to obviate a need for 
hospitalizaton," said the release from VA 
Central Office. 

"The services will be provided without 
regard to the veterans' age, service-connected 
status or the inability of the veteran to defray 
the expenses of such care, VA facilities are 
instructed. Veterans furnished outpatient care 
under this authority will be accorded priority 
ahead of nonservice-connected veterans and 
equal to former prisoners of war who are 
receiving care for nonservice-connected con
ditions." 

According to DAV National Service Direc
tor Wilson, that statement may as well have 
been written by the Office of Management 
and Budget, which probably directed the 
writing of President Reagan's statement of 
weak support for the health care provisions of 
P.L. 97-72 reflected in its wording. 

''The assumption of nonservice
connection on the part of VA Central Office 
rings through clear as a bell in this release ," 
commented Wilson . "The guidelines leave 
veterans exposed to radiation and toxic de-
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foliants in a better position than veterans who 
are strictly nonservice-connected-but not 
that much better. 

"The DAV will have to wait and see how 
these guidelines are implemented, but I don't 
think they jive with Congressional intent. If, 
in our judgment, they fall short of what Con
gress intended, the DAV is going to let Con
gress know about it ," added DAV National 
Legislative Director John F. Heilman. 

" We supported P.L. 97-72 all the way ," 
he stated, " and we don' t want this important 
legislation to prove to be nothing more than 
an empty shell ." 

A disturbing aspect of the radiation expo
sure problem is the possibility that the chil
dren and grandchildren of these veterans have 
been affected. This has not been demon-
strated scientifically , but news reports on the 
possible genetic effects of radiation esposure 
generally are bound to cause concern among 
veterans who were exposed during military 

Radiation-Related 
Claims Make Vets 
Eligible for DAV 

Most veterans who have filed claims 
for service-connection of disabilities 
they believe were caused by exposure 
to radiation during atomic weapons 
tests or during the occupations of 
Nagasaki or Hiroshima are eligible for 
DAV membership. Nearly all of these 
veterans have World War II or Cold 
War military service. And, according 
to the DAV's official by-laws, " An 
adverse ruling of the Veterans Admin
istration will not in itself preclude eli
gibility to membership." 

The determination on the eligibility 
of a veteran for DAV membership rests 
with the local DAV chapter or the 
veteran' s DAV national service officer 
(NSO). " We ask all chapters and 
NSOs to be very liberal in determining 
the eligibility of radiation-exposed 
veterans,' ' said DAV Assistant 
National Adjutant Robert H. Lenham. 

"Due to the complex nature of 
radiation-related claims, denial of ser
vice-conection by the VA should not be 
an overriding consideration in eligibil
ity determinations," said Lenham. 
"We decide who's eligible for mem
bership in the DAV-not the VA. Un
less there is convincing evidence that a 
radiation-exposed veteran's disabili
ties were caused by factors other than 
military service, the veteran's applica
tion for DAV membership should al
ways be given the benefit of the doubt 
in these cases." 

service. 
These concerns were expressed by NAAV 

Executive Director Kelly in a letter that Sen
ate Veterans' Affairs Committee Ranking 
Minority Member Alan Cranston (D-Calif.) 
recently had published in the Congressional 
Record: 

"An important factor to be noted from 
letters NAAV receives," wrote Kelly , "is the 
prevalence of birth defects in the children and 
grandchildren of the atomic veterans . In 
many instances, the atomic veteran informs 
us that children born prior to their exposure 
have no health problems, while children born 
after their exposure have birth defects and 
other serious illnesses. " 

Stating a position with which the DAV 
agrees , Kelly concluded that " research 
should be done not only on the atomic veter
ans, but also their offspring." 

Cumently, no legal or regulatory provi
sions address the possible effects of radiation 
or chemical exposure on the offspring of ex
posed veterans . In addition , veterans do not 
have the right to judicial review of denied VA 
claims under current law. 

However, one radiation-exposed veteran 
recently went to court to gain the right to sue 
the federal government on behalf of his chil
dren , claiming his two sons suffered birth 
defects as a result of his participation in an 
atomic weapons test in 1955. U.S. District 
Court Judge Norma Shapiro in Philadelphia 
ruled in the veteran's favor. 

This ruling only said that veterans ' families 
have the right to sue the government. It in
volved no decision on the merit of the suit, 
which the veteran involved plans to bring 
against the government on behalf of his sons. 
In addition, the VA could challenge Judge 
Shapiro' s ruling in a higher court. Therefore, 
the full implications of this ruling are un
known at this time. 

Summing up the radiation exposure situa
tion as it stands today, DAV National Com
mander Sherman E. Roodzant said , " To be 
sure , some progress has been made in the 
battle to win justice for these veterans. But, 
clearly, the battle is far from won . 

"Though regulations governing the hand
ling of claims have been improved , the VA 
continues to deny approximately 98 percent 
of the claims filed by veterans and their fami
lies for service-connection of disabilities they 
charge were caused by radiation exposure. 

"Members of the DAV's national staff 
have been talking to officials of NAAV, dis
cussing what steps need to be taken next . 
Further discussions will take place this 
month. Because of the nature of the radiation 
problem, it may take some time to get things 
done. But, simple justice demands faster , 
more aggressive action by the government 
than we've seen to date ." 
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Metro Ostash, Pennsylvania Department leg
islative projects officer, makes introductory 
remarks at the first legislative action training 
workshop. At left is Department Commander 
Robert J. Reddington, who also helped orga
nize the workshop . 

Pennsylvania Kicks Off 
Legislative Workshops 

The Department of Pennsylvania set the 
pace for the DAV's new Legislative Action 
Program when nearly 200 chapter and Auxili
ary unit leaders participated in a mid
November legislative action training work
shop at department headquarters near Harris
burg. 

This event marked the first department
wide seminar for the Legislative Action Pro
gram, and it was enthusiastically received by 
all of those in attendance . 

DAV National Legislative Director John F. 
Heilman, who conducted the workshop, ex
pressed total amazement at the large turnout 
and the keen interest shown. 

'' If we experience the same type of attend
ance and enthusiasm at other department leg
islative action workshops as we saw in 
Pennsylvania, there's no doubt that the DAV 

Legislative Action Program will produce the 
results it was designed to produce," he said. 

Heilman, as well as other national staff 
members and national officers present for the 
Pennsylvania event, gave high marks to de
partment leaders who organized the work
shop. Included were Metro Ostash, depart
ment legislative projects officer; Robert J . 
Reddington, department commander; Robert 
L. Hedstrom, department adjutant; and Mary 
Szmurlo, department Auxiliary commander. 

"They really did their homework," said 
Heilman. "They followed instructions pro
vided in their Legislative Action Program
and the results showed." 

Paul L. Thompson, past national com
mander and special projects coordinator for 
the DAV Commanders and Adjutants Asso
ciation (C&A), was equally enthusiastic ab
out the Pennsylvania workshop. 

ACTION Program Gets Underway 
"It demonstrated that the C&A can work 

hand-in-hand with the national organization 
in developing and producing a project that 
will benefit all DAV and Auxiliary mem
bers," Thompson said. 

A new volunteer program, intended to fill 
some of the gaps in service programs to assist 
Vietnam veterans, is getting underway, with 
pilot projects operating in six cities. 

Designed to tap the leadership resources of 
Vietnam veterans to assist other veterans, the 
program was established as part of ACTION 
by Thomas W. Pauken, the Vietnam veteran 
President Reagan named to head the federal 
government's volunteer agency. 

Called the Vietnam Veterans Leadership 
Program (VVLP), the new ACTION project 
is attempting to attract successful Vietnam 
veterans to help solve the problems still faced 
by many of their fellow veterans. Pauken has 
appointed several DAV members to manage
ment positions in the VVLP. 

Included among them is James Webb, au
thor of the best-selling Vietnam combat 
novel, Fields of Fire, and a new novel, A 
Sense of Honor. Webb will be an advisor to 
the program. 

The advice of several established Vietnam 
veterans' leaders, including DAV National 
Employment Director Ronald W. Drach, was 
sought in setting up the VVLP, which will be 
funded at $2 million a year for three years. 
VVLP National Program Director John P. 
Wheeler, III, hopes to get the program going 
in 50 communities nationwide. 

Each community will have a salaried pro
ject director and a volunteer chairman, who 
will seek as volunteers Vietnam veterans who 
have been successful in civilian life. "We're 
looking for veterans who have excelled in a 
wide variety of civilian pur~uits-the profes
sions, business, labor, the arts," VVLP De
puty Director Bill Jayne told DAV Magazine. 

"We're looking for people who can func
tion at the senior levels of the business and 
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government structures in their communities 
to help build and maintain coordinated com
m unity-wide efforts to help Vietnam 
veterans. " 

While VVLP would like to concentrate on 
combat veterans as volunteers, Jayne stressed 
that commitment and integrity are the essen
tial characteristics of the Vietnam era veter
ans the program is seeking. 

Among the problems VVLP wants to con
front are unemployment and underemploy
ment of Vietnam veterans, though VVLP 
leaders hope to avoid duplicating or overlap
ping services already provided by the VA, the 
DAV and VA outreach centers, existing com
munity-based organizations, and veterans' 
service organizations, such as the DAV. 

However, the program will attempt to tac
kle some symbolic goals as well. Most impor
tant among these, according to Jayne, is 
"counteracting the stereotype of Vietnam 
veterans as losers-a notion that most harms 
those Vietnam veterans who do have signifi
cant problems." 

TheDAV's Drach agreed with VVLPcoor
dinators that the program "cannot be a 
panacea that will cure all of the problems 
Vietnam veterans have experienced." But, 
he said , "It can, if successful, serve as a 
needed link in a chain of services for Vietnam 
era veterans. 

"There are many Vietnam veterans in the 
DAV who today occupy responsible positions 
in their communities-business managers 
and executives, doctors, union officials, 
lawyers, clergymen, and so forth," Drach 
said. ''These are the kind of people VVLP 
needs as volunteers, and this program offers 
such leaders a genuine opportunity to do 
something really meaningful for their fellow 
veterans. " 

Other past national commanders on hand 
for the workshop were Oliver J. Meadows 
and Frank Randazzo. They-along with Past 
National Commanders Stan Pealer and Paul 
Thompson; Jim Hudson, legislative chairman 
for the Department of Colorado DAV; and 
John Heilman, Charles Joeckel, and Steve 
Edmiston of the DAV National Legislative 
staff-will be conducting the various Depart
ment Legislative Action workshops. 

Two national officers, Dean Ascheman, 
2nd junior vice commander, and Henry Pro
kop, 4th junior vice commander, attended the 
Pennsylvania event, as did Assistant National 
Adjutants Dick Wilson and Bob Lenham. 

Seven additional Department Legislative 
Action workshops were scheduled during De
cember: Maine, Colorado, Indiana, Michi
gan, West Virginia, and one each for South
ern and Northern California. As this issue of 
DAV Magazine went to press, the Depart
ments of New Jersey, Florida, and Missis
sippi had slated workshopsfo January. Many 
more departments are expected to follow suit 
in the next few months. 

Sitka Cemetery to Close 
The Sitka National Cemetery will be closed 

for new burials by the end of August I 982, 
according to VA estimates based on current 
and projected interment rates. 

The closing does not affect additional fami
ly-related burials in occupied graves and 
those reserved before 1962. The cemetery is 
located in the judicial division of Juneau, 
Alaska. The nearest open national cemetery is 
the Willamette National Cemetery in Port
land, Ore. 
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... department and chapter news 

Two Washington 
NSOs Promoted 

David W. Gorman has been promoted to 
administrative assistant at DAV National Ser
vice and Legislative Headquarters in 
Washington, D.C., according to DAV 
National Director of Services Norman B. 
Hartnett. 

He had been supervisor of the DAV's 
national appeals staff at the VA Board of 
Veterans Appeals (B VA) in Washington since 
February, and had worked in that office for 
more than five years . In his new job, Gorman 
will perform a variety of duties within the 
DAV National Service Program. 

Richard E. Patterson, assistant supervisor 
of the DAV's national appeals staff at BVA, 
has been promoted to supervisor, according 
to Hartnett . 

Gorman,was born in Pawtuckett, R.I., and 
attended Cape Cod Community College be
fore entering the U.S. Army in 1969. He was 
severely wounded by an enemy booby trap 
while on patrol in central Vietnam. He joined 
the DAV the same month he was discharged, 
and is a life member of National Amputation 
Chapter 76 and Chapter 7 in Bowie, Md. 

He joined the DAV's professional staff as a 
national service oficer (NSO) in Boston in 
1971, transferring the following year to Prov
idence, R.I. He worked as NSO supervisor 

Hammerschmidt Dedicates 
New Chapter Building 

U.S. Congressman John Paul Hammer
schmidt (R-Ark.) was the guest speaker at 
rec.ent dedication ceremonies for the new 
chapter building of Fort Smith , Ark., DAV 
Chapter I . 

Rep. Hammerschmidt , who is the ranking 
minority member of the House Committee on 
Veterans' Affairs, also presented a flag to the 
chapter that had flown over the U.S. Capitol 
in Washington , D.C. The flag was accepted 
by DAV National 3rd Junior Vice Comman
der Chad Colley, who is also commander of 
the Fort Smith chapter. 

More than 100 DAV and Auxiliary mem
bers and guests attended the dedication cere
monies, including the following DAV and 
Auxiliary department officers: Adrian Hunt, 
commander; Bill Blockson, adjutant; Roy 
Nelson, sergeant-at-arms; Cleo Nelson, Aux
iliary senior vice commander; and Edna 
Blockson, Auxiliary junior vice commander. 

Officers and members from several other 
DAV chapters and Auxiliary units also 
attended . Colley is also the Arkansas DAV 
department senior vice commander. 
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Gorman Patterson 

there until joining the DAV national appeals 
staff in 1975. Gorman lives in Olney , Md ., 
with his wife , Karen, and their three children . 

Patterson, in his new position , will super
vise the handling of DAV claims at the highest 
level of appeal in the VA claims system. 

Patterson entered the U.S. Army in Octo
ber 1965 , and was serving with the 173rd 
Airborne Brigade as a medic when he was 
wounded in combat. He was discharged in 
July 1968, and joined the DAV later that 
month . 

He joined the Boston DAV NSO staff in 
July 1972, and served there until December 
1975 , when he assumed duties as supervisor 
of the Providence, R.I., National Service 
Office. In April 1978 , he joined the DAV ' s 
office at BVA, serving as an appeals officer 
until last August , when ' he was appointed 
assistant supervisor. 

Patterson studied business administration 
at Rhode Island Junior College. He lives in 
Silver Spring , Md. , and is a life member of 
DAV Chapter 28, Concord, Mass ., and DAV 
Chapter 12, Rockville , Md. 

DAV National 3rd Junior Vice Commander 
Chad Colley , right, accepts a U.S . flagfrom 
U.S . Congressman John Paul Hammer
schmidt (R-Ark .) during the dedication of the 
chapter's new building . The flag had flown 
over the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. 

C&A Mid-Year 
Conference Set 

The DAV Commanders and Adjutants 
Association (C&A) has scheduled its mid
year conference for Feb . 19-23 , 1982, at the 
International Hotel, Baltimore-Washington 
International Airport (BWI) . 

According to Walter D. Hyle , Jr., C&A 
secretary-treasurer, the annual event has been 
timed to coincide with DAV National Com
mander Sherman E. Roodzant ' s legislative 
presentation to the House and Senate Veter
ans ' Affairs Committees on Tuesday , Feb. 
23. 

Buses will be provided for those attending 
the conference to travel to Washington for the 
National Commander's presentation , as well 
as to the Feb . 22 sessions of the DAV National 
Executive and Finance Committee meetings . 

Also on the conference schedule is the De
partment of Maryland' s Feb . 20th testimonial 
banquet at nearby Andrews Air Force Base in 
honor of DAV National Commander Rood
zant and Betty Hall , DAV Auxiliary national 
commander. 

Full details on the conference are available 
from Walter D . Hyle , Jr. , secretary
treasurer, DAV Commander and Adjutants 
Association , War Memorial Bldg. , Room B, 
Baltimore, Md. 21202. Deadline for reserva
tions and registration is Feb. I . 

DAVers Pay 'Special 
Tribute' on Vets' Day 

Members of James R. Thomas , Jr. , DAV 
Chapter 6, Salt Lake City, Utah , celebrated 
Veterans Day by honoring veterans at the 
Bonneville Convalescent Center. Small 
American flags were taped to each bed and a 
written Veterans Day tribute was presented to 
each veteran at the home. 

The tribute stated , in part, "When our 
country called for your help in her hour of 
need, you dropped everything and answered 
that call! That's why we're proud of you! And 
on this day, Nov . 11 , 1981 , a day which is 
dedicated to the honor of America 's veterans, 
we salute you! " 

The members also presented letters of 
thanks to nonveterans at the center for their 
support as civilians in times of war. 

Chapter members participating were 
George L. Carey , adjutant and Salt Lake City 
DAV national service officer; Frank Merrill, 
junior vice commander; "Skip" Hagman, 
past commander; John G.E. Anderson, com
mander; Bonnie Anderson, past commander; 
and George Worthen, senior vice com
mander. 
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Rites Held for Philip 
Muller, Former NSO 

Funeral services were held recently in Myr
tle Beach, S.C., for former DAV National 
Service Officer Philip H. Muller, 67. 

Muller served in the U .S . Army from 
September 1940, until June 1946, when he 
was medically discharged for an injury he 
received in Italy in 1943. 

After graduating in Class VIII at American 
University, Muller joined the DAV National 
Service Office staff at Fort Jackson , S. C. , in 
May 1948 . He later became supervisor of that 
office, which eventually moved to Columbia, 
S.C. He retired from the DAV in 1974. 

A former adjutant of DAV Chapter 30 in 
Myrtle Beach, Muller also served as South 
Carolina Department commander and ad
jutant. He is survived by his wife , Catherine, 
and three children. Mrs. Muller requests that 
any memorial contributions be sent to the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association, 3020 De
vine St. , Columbia, S.C. 29201. 

Rites Held for Dept. of 
Tennessee Commander 

Funeral services for Homer Collins, Jr. , 
commander of the Department of Tennessee 
DAV, were held in late November at the 
Mountain Home National Cemetery, Moun
tain Home, Tenn. 

Collins, a World War II Navy veteran was 
born Feb. 10, 1919, in Appalachia, Va. He 
entered the Navy on April 22, 1944, and was 
honorably discharged for disabilities incurred 
while in the service of his country . 

He was active in the DAV , and served in 
various capacities in Kingsport, Tenn., DAV 
Chapter 38, of which he was a life member. 

Board of Trustee members of the DAV De
partment of Utah stand with one of the many 
University of Utah students that will receive 
DAV scholarship money. Pictured, from left, 
are Roy Crane, board secretary; Jack 0. 
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Greet Commander . . . 
Members of Ernestine Schumann-Heink DAV 
Chapter 2, Kansas City, Mo ., greet DAV 
National Commander Sherman E. Roodzant, 
third from left, after his arrival at the Kansas 
City airport . The DAV members are, from 
left, Harry Cloverdyke , VAVS representative; 
Cliff Ishmael, a 50-year DAV member; Allen 
Van Hoy, VAVS deputy representative; Jim 
Schilpp , deputy chief of staff; and Walter 
Wessing, VAVS deputy representative. 

He served as a division commander, and was 
elected to the department commander's post 
last summer. B.H. " Whitt" Whitten , depart
ment senior vice commander, moves up as 
commander to complete the term. 

Collins is survived by his widow, Mildred; 
two sons , Harry of Kingsport and Richard of 
Asheville, N .C .; three daughters, Mrs . Jean 
Gibson of Nashville ,Tenn . , and Mrs . Judy 
Armitage and Mrs . Janice Wolfe of Kings
port; three stepsons, Jim and Tony Anderson 
of Kingsport and Johnny Anderson of Los 
Angeles, Calif.; 20 grandchildren; and one 
sister, Mrs . Eva Dyal of Jacksonville, Fla . 

Bills , board vice chairman; Conrad White, 
Jr ., past commander; Randy McGee, scho
larship recipient ; Fred Chavez, board 
member; Joe Beck, department adjutant; and 
Edward Shockey, board chairman. 

Five DAVers Honored 
For Years of Service 

Five members of Greater Buffalo, N.Y., 
DAV Chapter I were recently honored with 
pins for 60 and 50 years of DAV service . The 
ceremony took place during the chapter's re
cent installation of officers. 

Two of the members, John M.A. Sorrenti
no , and Raymond Kumpf, both World War I 
veterans who have been DAV members for61 
years, each received their 60-year pins from 
Chapter Commander Matthew J . O 'Hara. 

Sorrentino, who helped organize the chap
ter , and served as chapter commander three 
times , also was awarded an Outstanding Ser
vice Citation from DAV National Comman
der Sherman E. Roodzant. 

Three other chapter members received 
their 50-year pins . They , and their length of 
DAV membership, are Cross Maggio , 59; 
Biagio Falzone, 51 ; and Frank Sikorski, 50. 

Utah Establishes 
Scholarship Fund 

The DAV Department of Utah has pledged 
two perpetuating scholarship funds totaling 
$80,000 to the University of Utah ' s College 
of Nursing and College of Physical Therapy. 
So far , the department has given $70 ,000 to 
university students. 

The scholarship fund originated with the 
department board of trustees, and was unani
mously approved by the state executive com
mittee. Nursing and physical therapy students 
were chosen for the scholarship awards be
cause " we feel a much closer kinship to 
them ," said Edward Shockey , board 
chairman. 

Scholarships are provided to juniors major
ing in nursing or physical therapy after they 
are accepted by a review board, which in
cludes members of the department's board of 
trustees . First preference is given to qualified 
applicants of relatives of DAV members, dis
abled veterans, and other handicapped 
people. 
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Wisconsin CCC Group 
To Meet for Reunion 

A reunion for Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC) members stationed at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison Arboretum between 
1935 and 194 I is being planned for the spring 
of 1982 by Friends of the Arboretum. 

Corps crews were responsible for the 
Arboretum's development and creation of its 
unique collection of native ecological com
munities . Those interested in attending the 
reunion , which marks the Arboretum' s 50th 
annivesary, can write to Friends of the 
Arboretum, 1207 Seminole Highway, Madi
son , Wis. 53711. 

The organization is also interested in 
obtaining photographs , copies of the camp 
newsletter, and other memorabilia. 

84 VAVS Officers Appointed 
DAV National VAVS Representative John 

P. Charlton has appointed 84 DAV members 
to VAVS posts in VA hospitals throughout the 
country, with the .approval of National Com
mander Sherman E. Roodzant. 

The appointments include four new VAVS 
representatives, 11 new deputy representa
tives, 21 recertified VAVS representatives, 38 
recertified deputy representatives, two recer
tified state VAVS chairmen, and eight recerti
fied associate representatives . 

The new VAVS representatives are Thomas 
Wojciechowski , Brooklyn, N.Y.; Mike For
kapa, Cleveland, Ohio; Starks M. Crowe, 
Salisbury, N.C. ; and James Conole, West 
Roxbury, Mass . 

The new deputy representatives are John 
Ferris, Sheridan, Wyo.; John C. Palmer, Per
ry Point, Md.; Robert W. Pringle and Eino 
Tuomi, Prescott, Ariz .; Harvey G. Gregg, 
Martinsburg, W. Va.; Gary L. Yundt, Fort 
Harrison, Mont. ; Peter Pizzichini , Wood, 
Wis.; Chester D. Davis , Birmingham, Ala.; 
Paul V. O'Leary, Boston, Mass. ; and Ken
neth Taft and Mary Tatum, West Roxbury, 
Mass . 

The recertified VAVS representatives are 
Herman Newman , Brecksville , Ohio; 
Andrew J. Offutt, Cincinnati, Ohio; Joseph 
Jacob, Dayton, Ohio; Edward A. Benoit, 
Tucson, Ariz. ; Cecil L. Boyd, Jr., Phoenix, 
Ariz.; Rheinhardt A. Hassler, East Orange, 
N.J.; Charles Juliussen, Lyons, N.J.; Wal
lace W. Jenkins, Madison, Wis.; Arthur 
Clapper, Wood , Wis. ; Philip J. Feehily, 
Bedford, Mass .; John J. White, Boston, 
Mass .; Richard Corey, Brockton, Mass.; Fra
zier Bell, Alexandria, La.; Albert Ludens, 
Sioux Falls , S.D. ; Raymond Parsons , Fayet
teville, Ark.; Norman L. Minor, Vancouver, 
Wash.; Victor A. Gabaldon, Albuquerque, 
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N.M.; Albert A. Curry, Atlanta, Ga. ; Harold 
E. Hall, Dublin, Ga. ; Allen Benson, Allen 
Park, Mich.; and James Whipple, Saginaw, 
Mich. 

The recertified deputy representatives are 
Clyde Stein , Fort Wayne , Ind .; Bernard 
Bush, Anthony Groeschen, and Jim Glahn, 
Fort Thomas, Ky .; Carl 8 . Ford, Bonham, 
Tex.; Harry Quatier and Isaac Pritchett, Van
couver, Wash .; Eve E. Simmons, Edward E. 
Donaghue, and Norman Calvert , Tucson, 
Ariz. ; William Crivello and Chauncey Dun
day, Wood, Wis. ; Vasil Gartsu , West Rox
bury , Mass.; Fred Cox and Robert P. Stoner, 
Montgomery, Ala .; Charles E . Repko and 
Steve Chmieleski, Brecksville, Ohio; 
Richard M. Stentiford, James W. Sandlin, 
and Arthur F. Kingsley, Bedford, Mass.; 
Robert Daltry and Peter Dricker, Boston, 
Mass.; Raymond Maples, Fayetteville , Ark.; 
Melvin Makey and Lloyd Phillips, Martinez, · 
Calif.; Vito Lucie and Frank Bove, Mon
trose, N.Y .; Benjamin 0 . Peterson and 
Tycho Weigelt, Sioux Falls, S.D.; Louis Sas
so , West Haven, Conn.; Orval Williams and 
Leroy T. Himes, Erie, Pa.; Philip Weltner, 
Jr., Atlanta, Ga.; Clifford Detamble and 
Joseph Parys, Allen Park, Mich.; Robert L. 
Green and Charles Eck, Phoenix, Ariz. ; and 
Archie J. Gordon, Washington , D.C. 

The recertified state VAVS chairmen are 
Albert A. Curry , Georgia, and Nelson Kel
ley , Texas. 

The recertified associate representatives 
are Norman Wenskay, Memphis , Tenn. ; 
Walter N. Truslow and Emanuel Orenberg, 
Washington, D.C. ; Thomas A. Addison, Jr., 
Mountain Home, Tenn.; Clifford L. Kitts and 
Charles Yinger, Martinsburg, W. Va.; Mar
ion M. Mason, Louisville, Ky.; and Michael 
G. Ward, Tuskegee, Ala. 

Signs Proclamation . . . 
Tacoma, Wash., Mayor Mike Parker, second 
from right, stands with members of Harmony 
DAV Chapter 18, Tacoma, after signing q 
proclamation for the chapter's Forget-Me
Not campaign. DAV members are, from left, 
Henry Schoren, senior vice commander and 
campaign chairman; Adolph Dennison, com
mander; and John Palmiter, past department 
commander and chapter publicity chairman. 

Supports NEHW . 
Houston, Tex., Mayor JimMcConn, left, pre
sents a proclamation supporting National 
Employ the Handicapped Week to Robert 
Robinson, right, Houston DAV national ser
vice officer, and Charles R. Poor, coordina
tor and chairman of the Greater Houston 
Observants of the International Year of Dis
abled Persons . The proclamation was strong
ly supported by the Houston City Council. 
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- Membership Recruiting Awards 
NATIONAL COMMANDER'S TEAM 

(More than 100 New Members) 
George L. Carey, Utah 6. 

FRANCIS J. BEATON AWARD 
(50 to 100 New Members) 

David N. Sweidel, Calif. 44; Larry A. Polzin, Calif. 73; Andrew 
W. Klith, Fla. 75; Norman G. Brown, Idaho 2; Virgil A. Barnett, 
Idaho 22; Troy Bowling, Ky. 1; Michael G. Bargmann, Md. 12; 
George C. Doring, Mass. 40; James V. Pellegrini, Mich. 111; 
Gregory M. Jackson, Mich. 123; Donald R. Crull , Mich. , 127; 
J.A. Vlaminck, Minn. 33; Gerald E. Humphries, Miss. 11; 
Seymour A. Jaffey, N.Y. 1; Jacob Stein, N.Y. 78; John C. 
Vegass, Jr., N.C. 16; Walter W. Foltz, Ohio 42; Richard F. 
Schultz, Ohio 115; Paul A. DeMichael, Ohio 116; Irving 
Meadow, Pa. 14; Oscar Moan Sherrick, Pa. ; Darrel E. Bab
cock, Tex. 17; RayM. Borders, Tex. 31; Richard A. Fret, P.R. 1. 

GOLD STAR 
(25 to 49 New Members) 

Lewis 0. Wood, Ala. 22; James Y. Marcus, Ariz. 1; Gordon 
A. Parker, Ariz. 18; James R. Richardson, Ariz. 20; Willis L. 
Gore, Calif. 2; Guillermo Pajo, Calif. 3; Ernest C. McGaw, 
James E. Milton, Calif. 5; Keith L. Gustin, Colo. 7; James J. 
Aretz, Jr., Conn. 5; Mary Schwartz, Fla. 35; Francis A. Be
nedetto, Fla. 43; Reuben F. McMullen, Fla. 96; Richard E. 
Jones, Fla. 139; Harold J. Anderson, Ill. 99; Larry J. Jatho, 
Iowa; Merle C. Smith, Iowa 54; Glen E. Willard, Ky. 89; Roy C. 
Runyon, Ky. 136; Cecil J. Wyatt, Me. 1; Paul L. Thompson , Md. 
1; Joseph R. Harold, Michael F. Riley, Mass. 10; George 0. 
Robinson, Mo. 10; George Anton, Nev. 11; William Petersel, 
N.Y. 23; John Joseph T. Shea, N.C. 20; LeroyJ. Lamb, N.D. 1; 
James E. Norvell, Okla. 29; Bruce D. Gillikin, Tex. 5; Mark V.C. 
Favata, Jr., Tex 12; Jack Hickman, Tex. 20; Roman C. Osuna, 
Tex. 25; Michael A. Corcoran, Vt. 3; William A. Crivello, Wis. 1; 
Philip C. Kreisa, Wis. 19; Michael Silva-Rivera, P.R. 4. 

SILVER STAR 
(10 to 24 New Members) 

Hollis 0. Bridges, Ala. 26; Doyle P. Taylor, Ala. 41 ; James E. 
Moors, Ariz. 22; Francis J. Seaman, Ariz. 25; Phillip B. Block
som, David A. Jeter, Ark. 7; Frank T. Andrews, Ark. 42 ; Albert 
L. Aviles, Robert R. Jordan, Calif. 5; Ralph G. Galindo, Calif. 9; 
Edgar A. Blevins, Calif. 12; Reginald C. Nedeau, Calif. 13; 
William D. Charleston, Calif. 19; Eugene A. Twiford, Calif. 23; 
Joseph J. Gibbs, Calif. 44; Lester E. Cooper, Calif. 45; Clar
ence E. Ragland, Calif. 58; Blaine J. Bowman, Calif. 73; 
Samuel F. Ayala, Calif. 101; Geoffray Dumaguit, James E. 
Holley, Calif. 144; William H. Conroy, Jr., Bruce G. Nitsche, 
Jerry P. Steelman, Colo. 7; Bernece Thorsten, Colo. 39; Clar
ence W. Byers, Sr., Sylvia Lamontagne, Fla. 4; Monroe D. 
Bosley, Carl W. Shoudel, Fla. 18; Glenn P. Wade, Fla. 23; 
Roland C. Oakley, Fla. 28; George Pfaffendorf, Sr., Fla. 43; 
Bessie J. Arnold, Fla. 57; Vincent C. Nigliazzo, Fla. _67; Hu9h 
D. LeCroy, Fla. 72; Albert W. Clutter, Jr., Fla. 91; Billy J. Nix, 
Ga. 1; Jack B. Corson, Ind. 3; Denzil E. Reed, Ind. 7; James D. 1 
Wharry, Ind. 38; Carol D. Dillener, Iowa 1; James C. Glauser, 
Sr., Iowa 33; Thorville W. Prather, Iowa 59; Ronald Paul Yea
mans, Kan. 1; Charles Luttjohann, Kan. 4; Louis A. Dilbert, Ky. 
47; Pearl W. Frazier, Ky. 51; Roy Cole, Ky. 94; Giles Edward 
Gough, Ky. 106; Perry T. Hall, Ky. 134; Elman Newsom, Ky. 
151; Samuel Z. Booher, Ky. 155; Henry Walthour, La. 15; 
Elmer Sewell, Md. 1; Anthony Baskerville, Md. 7; Walter Phil
lips, Md. 10; Anthony R. Cucchi, Francis Gilleo, Mass. 10; 
Samuel B. Mullin, Mas. 13; Dominic C. Spada, Mass. 42; Leroy 
G. Canady, Mass. 44; Charles F. Miller, Mich. 12; Budd L. 
Pedersen, Minn. 15; Dennis D. Mensing , Minn. 20; Ernest V. 
Lee, Minn. 34; Robert W. McCoy, Mo. 56; Clayton Hughes, 
Neb. 2; Roy D. Avery, Ollie McDuffie, Jr, Nev. 11 ; Geor9e T. 
Burdette, N.H. 1; Thomas Kraszewski , N.J. 21; Lou,s 8 . 
Washington, N.J. 31; Almon C. Stacy, N.J. 72; Ral~h Griego, 
N.M. 3; Harold E. Schultz, N.Y. 15; Patrick Terzin,, N.Y. 30; 
Arthur Carosella, N.Y. 154; Woodrow Boyd, N.C. 37; George 
B. Kashner, Robert Pierce, James F. Smith, N.C. 46; Coy D. 
Young, N.C. 66; Nickolas Martinelli, Ohio 117; Larry L. Settle
myre, Okla. 7; N.G. Van Horn, Okla. 54; James W. Dodson, 
Ore. 1; Paul M. lvas. Pa. 57; Norman J. Geist, Pa. 72; Joseph 
D. Whitaker, Pa. 84; Charles M. Mcleod, S.C. 5; Marion D. 
Nesbitt, S.C. 45; Toy E. Reece, Tenn. 102; Elmer M. Carlson, 
Tex. 6; Sammy Ruiz, Tex. 25; Richard L. Hargrave, Tex. 78; 
Richard L. Richards, Tex. 195; Leroy A. Hough, Wash. 6; Paul 
Overby, W. Va. 2; Elmer L. Adkins, W. Va. 18; William A. 
Crivello, Wis. 1; Arthur Clapper, Gilbert W. Keller, Wis. 19. 

BRONZE STAR 
(5 to 9 New Members) 

Warren H. Henson, Ala. 4; Walter Y. Green, Ala. 5; Isaac 
Nelson, Ala. 12; Hollis 0. Bridges, Ala. 26; Charles F. Ander
son, Ala. 38; Colle R. Wambles, Ala. 41; Alton E. Rogers, Ala. 
75; Mario Cattani, Ariz. 1; Raymond E. Armstrong, James M. 
Fink, Ariz. 18; Joseph Bonfante, Sr., Ariz. 30; Virgil C. Anhberg, 
Ark. 7; Martha F. Hayward, Ark. 27; James 8. Phillips, Ark. 51; 
Freeland, Peterson, Ark. 55; John A. Vogel, Calif. 1; Edgar A. 
Blevins, Calif. 12; Darrel C. Camp, Calif. 15; Eugene A. Twi
ford, Calif. 23; Victor J. Gumina, Calif. 46; Clarence E. Rag
land, Calif. 58; John W. Ford, Jr. Calif. 93; Henry N. Darlow, 
Darrell K. Johnson, Calif. 95; Albert Lucero, Calif. 131; William 
H. Conroy, Jr., Colo. 7; Salvatore G. Marino, Colo. 22; Louise 
Mericle, Conn. 18; Clayton P. Giles, D.C. 16; Robert Ernst, 
Donald L. Roussey, Glen Wilburn, Fla. 4; Harry L. Welsing, Fla. 
11; Henry S. Williams, Fla. 16; C.L. Van Der Poel, Fla. 26; 
Roland C. Oakley, Fla. 28; Howard L. Farrier, Fla. 32; Henry F. 
Kokenzie, Fla. 33; Paul C. Kunkel, Jr., Fla. 38; George Pfaffen
dorf, Sr., Fla. 43; Harryl. Fox, Fla. 51 ;Thomas A. Despart, Fla. 
53; Bessie J. Arnold, Fla. 57; Elmer C. Hampton, Norman F. 
McCarty, Fla. 58; Alfred L. Braun, Fla. 72; Robert C. Schweder, 
Sr. Fla. 87; Anthony P. Daddi, Robert Manfre, Fla. 119; Frank 
S. Ford, Jr., Ga. 11 ;Jerry B. Adams, Ga. 13; AnthonyJ. Laska, 
Ga. 38; Howard T. Lee, Ga. 57; Leonard Polk, Earl Russell. Ill. 
6; Daniel Martellotta, 111. 40; George R. Patzer, Ill. 42; Joseph E. 
Hefferly, Ill. 53; Roy R. Gilmer, Ind. 6; Curtis R. Beavers, Ind. 8; 
Richard R. Snyder, Ind. 9; J.O. Hanesworth, Jr., Ind. 28; 
Claude Gehlausen, Ind. 77; James C. Glauser, Sr., Iowa 33; 
Lonnie E. Hopkins, Kan. 1; William J. Moore, Kan. 4; James M. 
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Jones, Ky. 3; Alfred F. Wylie, Ky. 55; Monroe Vanderpool, Ky. 
128; Perry T. Hall, Ky. 134; Camille H. Roy, Me. 4; William C. 
Walters, Md. 14; Wilham E. Comp, Jr. Md. 21 ; John M. Brown, 
Md. 22; Henry Gillett, Mass. 9; Anthony R. Cucchi, Francis 
Gilleo, Mass. 10; Charles L. Snow, Mass. 71; Alfred L. Pagnot
ta, Mass. 96; Derek M. Flack, Mich. 2; Linville Eldridge, Mich. 
122; Melvin H. Kopischke, Minn. 16; Louis C. Maloney, Miss. 
50; James D. Spears, Miss. 58; Kenneth R. Morris, Mo. 1; 
Ronald P. Yeamans, Mo. 2; Warren A. Dysard, Mo. 41; Fred J. 
MacKintosh, Mont. 3; Perry Maze, Neb. 43; Dennis A. Jenkins , 
Warren A. Reddington, Nev. 1; Roy D. Avery, Ollie McDuffie, 
Jr. Nev. 11; Robert C. Stanley, N.H. 25; John S. Hrabovsky, 
N.J. 2; Thomas J. Michaels, N.J. 36; Kenneth Welch, N.M. 3; 
Alfred A. Sanchez, N.M. 37; Frank J. Fantanza, N. Y. 15; Greg
ory Voci, N.Y. 20; Harry G. Erway, Ill, N.Y. 60; Elion D. Miller, 
N.Y. 78; William W. Capehart, N.Y. 154; Howard J. Forney, 
N.Y. 171; Richard F. Weber, N.C. 9; Ted H. Newton, N.C. 25; 
Richard E. Hodges, N.C. 30; Robert E. Miller, N.C. 43 ; De
Vaughan H. Ross, N.C. 48; William M. Kokkeler, N.C. 67; 
Oscar E. Jones, Jr., N.C. 74; Curtis M. Matheson, N.C. 77; L.J. 
Buuell, N.D. 4; Donald Lewis, Ohio 15; Paul Johnson, Ohio 
18; John M. Uzarski, Ohio 26; James E. Snyder, Ohio 40; 
Robert N. Ball, Ohio 43; Harland F. Plummer, Ohio 71 ; James 
R. Wright, Ohio 74; Albert J. Gummow, Okla. 16; Bruce D. 
Lippert, Okla. 39; Leonard J. Burton, Okla. 63; Clyde E. Robb. 
Okla. 67; James W. Dodson, Ore. 1 ; James K. Ashley, Ore. 42; 
William J. Zwick, Pa. 1; Harry B. Pollack, Pa. 14; Alvin R. 
Kinley, Pa. 47; Charles R. Orsinger, Pa. 50; Joseph D. Whitak
er, Pa. 84; John L. Bryant, Pa. 101 ; James R. Lloyd, S.C. 47; 
Omer A. Peterson, S.D. 6; Norwin Christiansen, S.D. 7; Gentry 
D. Smith, Tenn. 64; Burnice Whitten, Tenn. 70; foy E. Reece, 
Tenn. 102; Elmer M. Carlson, Tex. 6; Volney G. Cagle, Tex. 20; 
William A. Bowman, Tex. 21 ; Abraham De LaGarza, Tex. 87; 
Robert M. Rosenberg, Tex. 233; Carroll E. Pyer, Jr. , Vt. 3; 
Nathan A. Nelson, Va. 50; Clarence Lee Bundick, Va. 51 ; Irene 
L. Martin, Kenneth J. Porter, Wash. 6; James R. Rising, Wash. 
8; Elmer L. Adkins, W. Va. 18; Richard L. Scott, W. Va. 24; 
Richard W. Seronko, Earl L. Sloniker, Wis. 9; Calvin D. Ven
able, Blind 1; Pedro E. Cora, P.R. 9; Amadeo Bermudez, P.R. 
11. 

Nine Chapters 
Receive Charters 

Nine more new DAV chapters have been 
issued charters, according to National Mem
bership Director John P. Charlton. They are: 

Hi Jackson Chapter 39, located at Scotts
boro, Ala., with Mose H. Johnson, Rte . I, 
Box 483-A, Hollywood, Ala. 35752, as ad
jutant. 

Carroll County Chapter 57, located at Car
rollton, Ga., with Howard T. Lee, Chateau 
Apt. 0-7, Carrolton, Ga.30117, as temporary 
officer. 

William McClanahan Chapter 12, located 
at Paris, Ky., with William A. Brown, Rte . 5, 
Box 218, Paris, Ky . 40361, as adjutant. 

Flemingsburg Chapter 14, located at Fle
mingsburg, Ky., with Joe R. Duncan, Jr. , 
Rte . 1, Box II, Wallingford, Ky. 41093, as 
acting commander. 

Carriagetown Chapter 71, located at 
Amesbury, Mass ., with Charles L. Snow, 
102 T Main St. , Salisbury, Mass. 01950, as 
acting commander. 

Crossroads of Southwest Missouri Chapter 
41, located at Carthage, Mo., with Noel K. 
Derrick, Sr., 821 Clinton, Carthage, Mo. 
64836, as adjutant. 

Joe Louis Chapter 33, located at North Las 
Vegas, Nev ., with Charles R. Stewart, 3627 
Timberlake Dr., North Las Vegas, Nev . 
89030, as adjutant. 

Newport Chapter 49, located at Newport, 
Pa., with Robert L. Hedstrom, 4219 Trindle 
Rd., Camp Hill, Pa. , 1701 I, as temporary 
officer. 

Eastland Chapter 92 , located at Eastland, 
Tex., with Ray M. Borders, 4500 South Lan
caster, Dallas, Tex . 75216, as temporary 
officer. 

membership 
standings 

Stdg. State 

NOVEMBER 30, 1981 

Member. 
Popula. Quota 

• • • 

%of 
Quota 

DIVISION /-(More than 25,000 Members) 
1 Florida 43,731 44,031 99.32 
2 Pennsylvania 35,751 36,211 98.73 
3 Michigan 47,586 48,384 98.35 
4 Massachusetts 35,656 36,254 98.35 
5 California 49,866 50,892 97.98 
6 Texas 40,787 42,065 96.96 
7 New York 51,949 55,031 94.40 
8 Ohio 40,839 43,353 94.20 

DIVISION 1/-(10,000 to 24,999 Members) 
1 Washington 12,115 12,227 99.08 
2 Illinois 17,411 17,643 98.69 
3 Wisconsin 10,554 10,703 98.61 
4 Colorado 10,632 10,897 97 .57 
5 Missouri 12,848 13,217 97.21 
6 Virginia 13,777 14,199 97.03 
7 Minnesota 10,840 11,195 96.83 
8 Maryland 12,043 12,444 96.78 
9 N. Carolina 16,295 16,917 96.32 

10 New Jersey 19,936 20,723 96.20 
11 Kentucky 17,688 18,419 96.03 
12 Indiana 13,950 14,543 95.92 
13 Georgia 10,840 11,428 94.85 
14 Oklahoma 11 ,516 12,224 94.21 

DIVISION /f/-(6,000 to 9,999 Members) 
1 Alabama 8,372 8,31 0 100.75 
2 Iowa 6,677 6,756 98.83 
3 Arizona 9,414 9,580 98.27 
4 Connecticut 9,085 9,251 98.21 
5 Arkansas 9,567 9,757 98.05 
6 New Mexico 6,399 6,681 95.78 
7 West Virginia 6,947 7,299 95.18 
8 S. Carolina 6,187 6,542 94.57 
9 Tennessee 9,328 9,894 94.28 

10 Louisiana 6,751 7,221 93.49 

DIVISION IV-(3,500 to 5,999 Members) 
1 Oregon 5,412 5,340 101.35 
2 Idaho 3,517 3,577 98.32 
3 Maine 3,782 3,881 97.45 
4 Nebraska 5,122 5,329 96.12 
5 Utah 4,772 4,984 95.75 
6 Rhode Island 4,670 4,904 95.23 
7 Kansas 5,374 5,651 95.10 
8 Mississippi 5,496 5,792 94.89 
9 Puerto Rico 5,289 5,577 94.84 

10 New Hampshire 3,719 3,957 93.99 

DIVISION V-(Less than 3,500 Members) 
1 Nevada 2,139 2,101 101 .81 
2 South Dakota 2,984 3,065 97.36 
3 Hawaii 2,251 2,325 96.82 
4 Wyoming 1,295 1,342 96.50 
5 North Dakota 3,220 3,348 96.18 
6 Vermont 1,917 2,000 95.85 
7 Alaska 206 216 95.37 
8 Montana 3,300 3,463 95.29 
9 Wash., D.C. 3,121 3,281 95.12 

10 Delaware 1,946 2,211 88.01 

NATIONAL TOTAL, 687,695; 
NATIONAL QUOTA, 709,673 
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coast-to-coast capsules 

SIL VER BEA VER A WARD 
~ "This is the greatest thing that 
~ has ever happened to me ," 
DA Ver Vincent Colabella said recently 
when awarded the Silver Beaver 
Award , the most coveted honor in 
adult scouting. Colabella, who is De
partment of New Jersey DAV chap
lain, has been active in the scouting 
program since 1959, serving as assis
tant cubmaster, pack committeeman, 
commissioner, unit commissioner, 
neighborhood commissioner, assistant 
district commissioner, and council 
commissioner . The World War II 
Navy veteran is a member of Kearny, 
N.J. , DAV Chapter 25 , where he has 
served as hospital chairman, service 
officer, and Americanism chairman. 
He is pictured receiving the prestigious 
award from George Magdich, left, 
vice president of the Boy Scouts' 
Tamarack Council , Lyndhurst, N.J. 

'YEAR OF THE VETERAN' 
~ Oklahoma Gov. George Nigh has 
W issued a proclamation for 1982 as 
"The Year of the Veteran." He presented 
the proclamation to DAV leaders at the 
recent Oklahoma Veterans Conference in 
Oklahoma City. Some 400 individuals 
from all veterans' groups and various gov
ernment agencies attended the one-day 
meeting to discuss legislative priority 
needs. Gov. Nigh declared that he "will 
work with the Oklahoma Legislature and 
the veteran organizations to work as a 
team in the passage of legislation to deter
mine that no Oklahoma war veteran shall 
be denied medical care, emergency as'sist
ance, training, education, or the opportun
ity to work and support their families." 
Gov. Nigh, left, is pictured presenting the 
proclamation to Oklahoma DAV Depart-

MAYOR HONORED 
Syracuse, N.Y., Mayor Lee Alex
ander was recently honored by 

members of Coonley-Nojaim Memorial 

HONORED FOR DAV SERVICE 
~ Donald H. Dunn, a former DAV national service officer 
Vand past commander of the District of Columbia DAV 
Department, was honored recently for more than 35 years of 
"outstanding services to the DAV and hospitalized veterans." 
Department Commander Robert J . Green, left, presented Dunn, 
right, with a special plaque. Also present were, from left, Cleve
land Jordan, chief of staff; Ell Jay Wilkins, 2nd junior vice 
commander; and Tom Weir, senior vice commander. 
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ment Commander Harry Roots, right, and 
Department Auxiliary 1st Junior Vice 
Commander Darlene Conroy. 

DAV Chapter 30 of Syracuse "for his 
dedication and outstanding service to the 
Disabled American Veterans in this 
area." The mayor is shown receiving a 
special citation from Chapter Comman
der Frank Pierce, left, and Adjutant Joe 
Barone, right . "He.has always supported 
us in all our endeavors," Barone said. 
"He has appeared at most of our DAV 
functions . . . but most of all he has been 
largely responsible for supplying us with 
an office and meeting rooms, lights , heat, 
janitorial services, for free. Because of his 
dedication, it has left us monies which 
could be used otherwise." 
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FIRST VETS' DAY 

Citizens of Murray, Ky., en
joyed their first full-scale Veter

ans Day observance , thanks to the 
efforts of Murray DAV Chapter 50 and 
its publicity chairman, Alex Pall. Pall 
and other chapter members organized 
the celebration, and Pall coordinated 
the various groups participating, 
which included the Murray High 
School Band, Murray State University 
ROTC cadets, and an Army helicopter 
unit from nearby Fort Campbell. More 
than 300 people turned out for the 
event, which was held on the court 
square in the center of town. An Air 
Force fly-by and an appearance by 
U.S. Senator Walter D. Huddleston 
did not materialize this year, but Pall 
said, "I guarantee that in the future I 
will have both of them." 
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GROUNDBREAKING FOR CHAPTER HOME 
U.S. Congressman Earl D. Hutto (D-Fla.) and State Repre
sentative Ken Boles, chairman of the Florida House Veter-

ans Affairs Committee, were special guests at recent ground
breaking ceremonies for the new chapter home of North Walton 
County DAV Chapter 37, Paxton , Fla. The chapter was chartered 
in September 1980. The two lawmakers posed with chapter offic
ers after the groundbreaking event. Pictured , from left, are Rep . 
Boles, Sergeant-at-Arms Grover Beverly, Officer-of-the-Day 
Claude Cassidy, Commander Walter E. Polhlopek, Adjutant 
George E. Skirven, and Congressman Hutto. 

VETS' DAY IN CATSKILLS 
Members of Green County 
DAV Chapter and Auxiliary 

Unit 186, Palenville, N. Y., partici
pated in Veterans Day memorial ser
vices in Catskill, N.Y. , with other 
veterans ' organizations. Pictured at the 
event are , from left, Unit Commander 
Sylvia DiCesare, Chapter member 
Charles Kline, 2nd Junior Vice Com
mander Thomas Dapolito, and Unit 
member Barbara Florak. Chapter 
Commander Joseph Pisco directed the 
chapter and unit activities at the event. 

TOP VOLUNTEERS 
~ A husband and wife team from 
V Rutland, Vt.-Harry and Mary 
Genovesi-were honored recently for 
each giving more than 10,000 hours of 
volunteer service at the White River 
Junction and Bennington , Vt. , VA 
Medical Centers . William A. Yasin
ski , director of the White River Junc
tion VA Medical Center, presented sil
ver bowls and appropriate plaques to 
the dedicated couple . They have been 
hospital volunteers since joining the 
DAV and Auxiliary 36 years ago. Both 
are presently serving as VAVS repre
sentatives. 

NEW CHAPTER CHARTERED 
~ DAV Chapter 67 in Manning, S.C ., received a 
~ DAV charter as a new chapter recently , with De
partment Commander Joseph W. Rabon presenting the 
charter to Chapter Commander Norman B. Smith . Man
ning Mayor Pansy Ridgeway was the featured speaker, 
and expressed her "pleasure in standing before such a 
group of dedicated veterans ." "You are a different 
group ," she said, "because it ' s folks like you who give 
America its greatness ." Pictured admiring the new char
ter are, from left , Daniel Mims, junior vice commander; 
Imogene Mitchell ; C.B . Mitchell , 6th District comman
der; Lee White; Paps Jenkinson; Clifton McNeely, senior 
vice commander; Culbert Haley; and Norman B. Smith, 
commander. 
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loud 
'n 

clear 
DAV MAGAZINE welcomes letters 

from its readers. However, due to the large 
volume of mail received each month, it 
is impossible for each letter to be ac
knowledged. Also, space limitations permit 
us to publish only a small number of letters 
in the "Loud 'n Clear" section. Letters 
requesting assistance in obtaining veter
ans' benefits are referred to the DAV Na
tional Service Department in Washington, 
D.C., for necessary action. DAV Magazine, 
P.O. Box 14301, Cincinnati, Ohio 45214. 

Appreciates DAV's Help 
Sir: Though, through the years, there have 
been many reasons to criticize the Veterans 
Administration, my personal experiences 
have always been extremely satisfactory. The 
DAV has been responsible for making these 
experiences pleasant, and I shall be eternally 
grateful for the wonderful work the DAV has 
done for me.-William C. Schobert, San 
Jose, California. 

Blowing the Lid 
Editor: Operation Big Mouth has finally 
blown the lid off the Reagan administration's 
Budget Pot. Do you believe the Congress of 
the United States of America will allow David 
Stockman to keep on back stabbing our na
tion's finest veterans' programs? If David 
Stockman is still the director of the Office of 
Management and Budget (0MB) when this 
letter appears in the next issue of DAV Maga
zine's "Loud 'n Clear" section, then you 
better believe our National Commander's 
Viewpoint, which appeared in the November 
1981 issue of DAV Magazine, page I.
Charles C. Wilkinson, Ailey, Georgia. 

DAV Helps Student 
Sir: I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you and your organization, not only for 
the scholarship you awarded me this year, but 
also for the financial assistance you have 
given me in past years. I will be graduating 
from Brown next June, and I am currently 
applying to law schools. Again, thanks for 
your generous support.-James M. Green, 
Hyannis, Massachusetts. 
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'We Can Win This One' 
Sir: We, the veterans, have a tough job on our 
hands . . . All of the veterans should stick 
together in order to draw more strength into 
the organization. This will help and aid us in 
the battle. We have won all of America's 
wars, and this one is ours. Ifwe stick together 
and fight, I am sure that we can win this 
one.-Levi Hicks, Jr., Chicago, Illinois. 

'Heart of the Organization' 
Editor: Thank you to the DAV Magazine staff 
for sticking in there on the VA program as a 
whole . . . and for the rapport it continues to 
foster, which is the heart of the organiza
tion.-John G. Lyon, Seoul, Korea. 

'Inquiries' Opens Door 
Sir: Thanks to your " Inquiries" section in 
DAV Magazine I saw where my old bomb 
group, the 463rd , was having a reunion . In 
writing to them I was advised that if I needed 
information about the day I was lost in com
bat-to the plane and crew-to write to the 
General Services Administration, National 
Archives and Records Service, Washington, 
D.C. 20409. I did so, because my medical 
records were destroyed by a fire in St. Louis, 
and the VA says because I cannot produce 
records of hospital treatment I am not consid
ered service connected , even though I re
ceived the Purple Heart, was a POW, came 
back on a hospital ship, was in two hospitals, 
and discharged from a hospital. Would you 
believe, the National Archives (Seventh and 
Pennsylvania, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20408) sent me a complete record of the day I 
was shot down , my testimony at the War 
Crimes Trials, plus a captured enemy docu
ment (which they translated) listing dead and 
wounded . I was listed among the wounded. 
My Congressman is now helping me in my 
battle with the VA. Thanks again to your 
"Inquiries" section, fer without it I would 
never have known who to write to .
Lawrence W. (Bill) Hulcher, Richmond, 
Virginia. 

Age Discrimination 
Sir: The DAV does a bang-up job in helping 
the disabled veteran. No other veterans' orga
nization can "hold a light" to the DAV. 
However, there is one place where you are 
"missing the boat." That is job discrimina
tion against the older person. I know that you 
are in a "running battle" with the Postal 
Service, but go to the civilian companies and 
try for a job. The personnel manager will use 
every method so as to not hire the applicant 
... Here's hoping that you can campaign for 
the older worker.-John Swearingen, Long 
Beach, Mississippi. 

The 'Most Pride' 
Editor: As a World War I veteran, 89 years 
old, and a member of the DAV for over 60 
years, I wish to give thanks to a fine organiza
tion . Your organization has always given help 
or advice when needed. I was born in Yugos-

. lavia and have been on my own since the age 
of 12. I worked in the coal mines , the CCC, 
and the Federal government, but it gives me 
most pride to have served in the Army and to 
be a longtime DAV member-Mme Perpich, 
Laguna Hills, California. 

Expresses Gratitude to DAV 
Editor: I am the widow of George Wilbur 
Sterling, who passed away on October 8, 
1981 . He was a member of Chapter 7, Oak
land , Calif. Last month he received your 50-
year membership Certificate, for which I 
write to thank you ... I'm writing this to 
express my gratitude to the DAV . They stood 
by him through all these many years, like 
when the VA "upped and downed" his com
pensation, ranging from$8 to $100 and down 
to $0. It was the DAV lawyers who did battle 
for him. They always won, for they had plen
ty of evidence ... We reared two children, 
both of whom were Navy officers, a daughter 
in the WA YES and a son in WWII and Korea . 
As a DAV member I have spent many hours as 
a hospital volunteer. I'm now 88 and confined 
to a wheelchair myself. Please accept my 
appreciation on behalf of your organization 
for the services that contributed so much to 
the health and happiness of my husband and 
his family. May the DAV continue to prosper 
and serve your fellow veterans. I KNOW 
their need is great-Lillian C. Sterling, 
Mountain View, California. 

Agent Orange Question 
Sir: I am a life member of Chapter 115, 
Texas, and I am a past commander. I'm proud 
of my membership and of the DAY . Howev
er, I would like to take issue with National 
Commander Roodzant's comments concern
ing Agent Orange and the VA ("Comman
der's viewpoint," October 1981) ... The 
commander feels it wrong to grant "service
connected disability" for exposure without 
adequate scientific evidence. Perhaps so, but 
it is equally wrong for the government to 
disavow any responsibility, without some 
attempt to verify or disprove the dangers of 
Agent Orange exposure . . . It appears that 
this will be another long year for the Vietnam 
veteran. So, what else is new? Yes, I'm a 
Vietnam veteran, having served there in 
1965-66 and again in 1967-68. But, I guess 
I'm luckier than some others. I don't have to 
worry about having deformed children, since 
impotency is also an effect of Agent Orange 
exposure .-William W. Waters, San Mar
cos, Texas. 
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More Ernie Pyle Types 
Editor: We need more Ernie Pyles ... I can 
remember Ernie Pyle during World War II. 
He was loved and respected by our military 
and fellow newsmen. He was the "G.l." 
correspondent. He was in the front lines under 
fire, reporting the truth of combat. I believe 
he was instrumental in the respect and the 
support we received from the American peo
ple. The devotion he gave did cost him his life 
under fire . If we had such a reporter during 
the Vietnam Conflict, our military may have 
returned home with respect and honor, let 
alone the morale he may have given the fight
ing man during combat in Nam. I hope in the 
future our military may have more Ernie Pyle 
types.-Victor J. Gressot, Dobbins, Cali
fornia. 

Lowest Class Citizens? 
Editor: Many veterans remember the signs 
seen in lawns during the thirties and the early 
forties saying, "Soldiers and Dogs Keep 
Off.'' Since then, I have always assumed that 
a soldier is a second-class citizen, except in 
wartime. It seems that veterans are a little 
lower in the scale of humanity. Even lower is 
the disabled veteran with a service-connected 
disability, followed by the disabled veteran 
with nonservice-connected disabilities . There 
is one lower class of individuals . . . These 
are the retired military with service
connected disabilities. All disabled veterans 
received a percentage increase in their dis
ability pay last month. Retired civil servants, 
who are disabled, also received this increase. 
Retired military with service-connected dis
abilities received this pay increase too, but it 
was deducted from their retired pay check.
Ole C. Davis, Hampton, Virginia. 

Visiting the Housebound 
Sirs: The DAV Magazine arrived today and I 
have read it with the usual pleasure. One thing 
came to mind that has prompted me to write a 
note asking you to include a small article in a 
near future issue. I am 100-percent disabled 
and essentially housebound . I have been 
almost housebound for about two years now, 
and get lonesome often. It would be of great 
service to me, and I'm sure to many others 
like me, if the local chapters could try to set 
up visitation programs to those who can't get 
around . The two vet hospitals I have been in 
have comradeship among patients, but I have 
seen very few visitors from "outside" ... I 
know it's hard to get visitation committees 
formed or to work, but I feel this would be a 
good thing nationwide.-Clarence U.V. 
Benton, Los Alamos, New Mexico. 
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the 
By P. L."Barney" Barfield 

508 S. Washington 
Lindsborg, Kansas 67456 

Commander Dawson and staff members of 
the BVNC extend the warmest and sincerest 
of wishes for your happiness and prosperity 
during this brand new year. As we face this 

Visits Bases ... 
Richard L . Jones, center, California DAV 
department service officer (DSO), stands 
outside a department field service unit while 
explaining veterans' benefits to two Marine 
Corps sergeants at the San Diego Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot. California 's service 
officers, working closely with the DAV 
national service officers in San Diego, re
cently established a program that permits a 
DAV field service unit to visit Navy and 
Marine Corps bases in the San Diego metro
politan area one day each week. The depart
ment has another van, manned by DSO Keith 
Johnson , that serves communities north of 
San Diego, including the large Camp Pendle
ton Marine Base. The one-day visits to the 
recruit depot and the San Diego Navy bases 
have alone resulted in an average of 50 con
tacts per week and an increase in local DAV 
membership . The vans were donated by the 
DAV Industries of San Diego . 

Student Says Thanks 
Gentlemen: I am a sophomore currently 
attending the University of Michigan at Ann 
Arbor. This is my second year as a recipient 
of the DAV Scholarship , and once again I 
would like to express my appreciation. It is 
only through the help of the DAV that I am 
able to attend this institution. Thank you.
Richard F. Kossik. 

next 12 months, let us keep in mind that, even 
though we have come a long way, there is 
much to be done . 

We have now completed the International 
Year of Disabled Persons (IYDP) , and many 
wonder if anyone or group will begin to 
analyze its merits . Most all segments of the 
media have given coverage to this movement, 
giving attention to the plight of the hand
icapped. 

Many disabled individuals have personally 
benefited through becoming gainfully em
ployed, etc . But, now that the seeds of in
formation have been planted, let us continue 
to express our abilities and capabilities, as we 
live with our handicaps . 

The poet , Robert Frost, said it best in one 
of his many poems: ''The woods are lovely
dark and deep , but I have promises to keep, 
and miles to go before I sleep.'' How easy it is 
to sit back and enjoy the exploration of each 
day , taking it easy. Yet, we must be thinking 
and planning for the future, too . What resolu
tions have you made that will be kept? 

Looking to the future , you are encouraged 
to put on your thinking caps and use the good 
sense that God gave. For instance, did you 
know that our legislators , congressmen, sena
tors all react before they act? Good and sound 
ideas to these lawmakers are given considera
tion and careful scrutiny. 

Also , this is as good a time as can be had to 
go to work on any resolutions for our depart
ments and national office. Work through your 
local chapter. Get involved . Each day is a 
challenge to us all. Enthusiasm and expecta
tion ·are ingredients worthy of cultivating. 

This month begins the third year that DAV 
Magazine is available on a voice-print copy. 
Application requests and comments continue 
to come this way. If you are a listener-reader 
via the Talking Book services, hy not say a 
"thank you" to our magazine 's staff at DAV 
National Headquarters? 

John Battle, past NEC, BVNC comman
der, and NSO, tells us that a blind veteran can 
obtain a Golden Access passport to use for a 
discount at all National Parks . For informa
tion, write to: U.S. Department of Interior, 
Washington, D.C. 20240. The time for mak
ing this request is now, if you desire to visit 
our National Parks this summer. 

Past Commander Battle also extends greet
ings to his many friends in the DAV, and 
informs us that he has been on the sick list for 
the last two years. We all hope to find him 
restored to good health , and be with us in Las 
Vegas in July . 

John Malamazian, Director, Hines, Ill., 
B !ind Rehab Center, has been dismissed from 
the hospital , after heart surgery and complica
tions . Keep up the good work , John. All 
HBCA members rejoice in the good news . 

The BVNC can meet its expenses only by 
the contributions and percentages of flower 
sales. Send to C.D. Venable, 2785 Skyline 
Dr. , Westminster, Colo. 80030. Thanks for 
your consideration, and have a good and fruit
ful year. This is our sincere wish. 

Page 2J 



VAVS in action-· ----------------....---
This column invites reports of VAVS activities 

from every Department and Chapter in the DAV. 
Service to our comrades through our VAVS activities 
is one of the most important activities in which any 

150 Miles for Party 
Members of Pikeville , Ky., 

DAV Chapter 134 drove 150 
miles to the Lexington VA Medic
al Center to stage a bingo party 
and d istribute donut s, sand
wiches, cupcakes, homemade 
candy , coffee , orange juice , and 
clothing to about 150 patients . 

The $840 spent by the chapter 
and Auxiliary members came 
from their forget-Me-Not road
block. Officers participating in

. eluded Commander Willie Law-
son, Senior Vice Commander 
John Handshoe, Adjutant Delmer 
Frasure, Treasurer H .D. (Dallas) 
Gibson, and Historian Perry T. 
Hall . Auxiliary members partici
pating included Ora Lawson, 
Okie Ward, Minnie Keene , Oma 
Frasure, Hilda Hamilton , and 
Genevive Walker. 

Razors, Radios Given 
Members of S.R. Pyne DAV 

Chapter 20 of Roseburg , Ore., 
recently don ated 12 electric 
razors and 12 portable radios with 
batteries for the patients at the 
Roseburg VA Medical Center. 
The gifts were presented by 
Chapter Commander Frank Gil
lette, Adjutant Connie Potter, and 
VAVS Representative Bob Smith 
to Clarence Gaines, chief of Re
creation Service . 
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VA Employee Honored 
The Department of New Mex

ico DAV recently honored Felix 
Garcia, a patient's representative 
at the Albuquerque, N .M., VA 
Medical Center. Department 
Commander Joe F. Chavez pre
sented the DAV 's Citation of 
Merit to Garcia in appreciation 
for his outstanding service . In the 
picture, Commander Chavez, 
center, presents the award to Gar
cia, left, while VAVS Representa
tive Victor S . Gabaldon watches. 

DAV member can be involved ... and we intend 
to see that all such activities are acknowledged. Send 
your VAVS news to: VAVS in Action, DAV Magazine, 
P.O. Box 14301, Cincinnati, Ohio 45214. 

Purchases TV Set 
Kerrville , Tex ., VA Medical 

Center patients have a new re
mote-control color television set , 
thanks to the generosity of mem
bers of Devine , Tex., DAV Chap
ter 23 and its Auxiliary . Chapter 
23 Commander Adrian Walker, 
left in photo , and Unit 23 Com
mander Bertie Vanderleest, pre
sented checks totaling $500 to 
Arnold Mouish, director of the 
Kerrville VA Medical Center. 

Congressman Tours Hospital 
U.S. Congressman Gerald B. 

Solomon (R-N. Y .), a member of 
the House Committee on Veter
ans' Affairs , made a recent tour of 
the Albany, N. Y. , VA Medical 
Center. 

Rep. Solomon, left in photo, 
was accompanied on his tour by 
Edward Zacharek, center, newly 
appointed chief of medical ad
ministration, and Tony LaSalvia, 
right, the DAV's deputy VAVS 
representative. 

Minnesota Chapter Helps 
Members of Lakeland DAV 

Chapter 31 of Detroit Lakes, 
Minn . , joined other veterans' 
organizations in the community 
to help provide cable TV service 
for patients at the Fargo, N.D., 
VA Medical Center. 

The DAV chapter donated 
$200 to the project , which will 
put a remote-control color televi
sion set in each patient room and 
will provide cable TV service on a 
12-channel system . Chapter 
Commander Charles Kohler pre
sented the chapter 's $200 check 
to F.E. Gathman, director of the 
Fargo VA Medical Center. 
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Help with Patients' Needs 
Members of Shawnee DAV 

Chapter 32 of Plymouth , Pa., re
cently donated $500 to the 
Wilkes-Barre , Pa. , VA Medical 
Center to be used as needed for 
patients' benefits and for items 
for the nursing home that is being 
added to the center. The nursing 
home unit is expected to be com
pleted early this year. 

Chapter Commander Raymond 

A Broadway musical revue 
was recently sponsored by Plain
field , N.J ., DAV Chapter 7 for 
patients at the Lyons , N.J., VA 
Medical Center and the Menlo 
Park Disabled Soldiers Home. 

The show, "Memorable Mo
ments ," consisted of songs from 
Tony Award-winning musicals , 
"West Side Story," "Annie ," 
"South Pacific ," "A Chorus 
Line, " and " Call Me Madam." 
A USO production , the revue was 
presented by a cast from the 
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Bianconi presented the check to 
Center Director Michael Parell 
while a host of chapter members 
witnessed the event. These in
cluded VAVS Deputy Repre
sentative Edward Rogers, Wil
liam Cleary, Stanley Woytowicz, 
Ralph Yanora, Stephen Kmush, 
Dennis Parulis, Michael Kelly, 
John Markiewicz, Albin Wienc
zkowski, John Pi!, and Louis 
Nowak. 

American Theatre Wing. 
Pictured after one of the per

formances are, standing from 
left , Past Commander Fred Ges
chwinder, Chapter 7 Commander 
Jerome H . Hogan , Department 
Senior Vice Commander Charles 
Juliussen , Chapter Treasurer Wil
liam Scouten, and Betty Lock
necker, musical accompanist. 
Seated, from left , are USO per
formers Bob Stallworth, Mayla 
McKeehan, Sally Woodson, and 
Craig Wells. 

American League umpire Lar
ry Barnett made a special visit to 
the Baltimore, Md., VA Medical 
Center recently. Barnett toured 
many of the wards, chatted with 
patients, signed autographs, and 
distributed small replicas of the 
American flag. 

Accompanying Barnett, 
second from left , on the tour 

Ready for the 'Kernels' 

A jumbo popcorn popper was 
recently donated by members of 
Marquette, Mich., DAV Chapter 
22 and its Auxiliary to residents 
of Michigan's new Jacobetti 
Veterans Facility at Marquette. 
Chapter 22 Commander Francis 
Helgren, left , and Unit 22 Com
mander Joyce Chiri presented the 
popcorn machine to Anton Wed
al, right, commandant of the new 
facility in Michigan's upper 
peninsula area. 

were, from left, Medical Center 
Director Richard P. Miller, De
partment of Maryland DAV Hos
pital Chairman Conrad Binick, 
Department of Maryland DAV 
Commander Anthony L. Marino, 
VAVS Representative George 
Azzaro, Chief of Staff Dr. Stan
ley B. Kahane, and Acting Chief 
of Voluntary Service David 
Evans, Jr. 

Nebraska Donates $1,800 

The Department of Nebraska 
DAV recently donated $1,800 to 
the three VA medical centers in 
the state, with $600 going to 
Omaha, $600 to Grand Island , 
and $600 to Norfolk. 

In the photo, Department Com
mander Billy R. Hough, second 
from right, presents a $600 check 
to Steven J . Gentling, assistant 
director of the Omaha VA Medi
cal Center. Witnessing the event 
are Charles A. (Chuck) Morgan , 
left , VAVS state chairman, and 
Ralph Spann, department ad
jutant. 
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• • • inquines ... 
This column is devoted to all personal 

inquiries submitted by DAV members and 
other interested parties. When submitting 
items, please indicate if it is to substan
tiate a claim. to locate relatives and 
friends, or to locate hobby items. If you 
have information that can be of use to 
these people, please correspond directly 
with them. Thank you ... The Editors. 

To Substantiate Claims ... 
VIETNAM, 1968--Barry Faulkner, Rte. 1, Box 25, Foster, Ky. 

41043, must contact men he served with on USS Safeguard 
(ARS-25) who remember him injuring his back while carrying 
pelican hook to fantail during enemy attack, Dec. 1968, espe
cially Mort Phill ips from Minnesota. 

FRANCE, 1944-45-George N. Clewlow, P.O. Box 782, 
Vacaville, Calif. 95689, in behalf of :he widow of the late Shirley 
Gonterman, would like to hear from former members of 42rd 
M.R. & R. Sqdn. serving at Criel , France, especially the medi
cal people that served the unit and those who remember the 
housing conditions. 

USS BROWNSON (DD-868), 1955-58-Ronald Miday, 170 
N. Yonge St. , Lot 46, Ormond Beach, Fla. 32074, would like to 
contact anyone who remembers his being exposed to SR6-B 

· radar radiation while servicing antenna motor on mast in 
Spring 1957, especially Marcel Blais, Harold Trufant, Edward 
Opat, Wedo Dingledine, Chief E.T. Karkocis, and Lt. James 
Sanders. 

NAVY ETMs, FIRE CONTROL TECH&--Ronald Miday, 170 
N. Yonge St. , Lot 46, Ormond Beach, Fla. 32074, would like to 
contact anyone claiming radar radiation induced cancer, sar
coma or carcinoma, service related or connected . 

KOREA, 1953-Kenneth R. Ford, P.O. Box 405, Custer, 
S.D, 57730, needs to contact former members of Co. C, 839th 
Avn. Engr. Bin. , who were with him in Osan, Korea, 1953. 

USS EUCELADUS, USS STEROPE-Dr. Edgar Paul 
Bocth, 511 Danville Ave., Stanford, Ky. 40484, would like to 
hear from anyone knowing the whereabouts of Guy E. Bower
man, Ill , of California, who remembers his back injury on USS 
Euceladus, and Jack Cunningham of Philadelphia, Pa., who 
remembers his injury on USS Sterope; also James O'Hara and 
Walter J. Kiernan of Brooklyn, N.Y. 

SCHOFIELD BARRACKS, 1941- Jesse L. Foster, 6608 
Powhatan St. , Riverdale, Md. 20737, would like to hear from 
anyone who remembers him being in Co. E, 19th Inf. Regt., 
Hawaii Div., Schofield Barracks, during Japanese attack Dec. 
7, 1941 ; also from anyone who remembers him being in Anti
Tank Co., 19th Inf., 1941-42. 

KOREA, 1950-51-Alfredo Hernandez, Jr., 1314 2nd St. , 
League City, Tex. 77573, would like to hear from anyone in B 
Btry., 38th F.A. Btn., 2nd Inf. Div., who remembers his hearing 
loss, especially Capt. Phillips and Lt. Coleman . 

OKLAHOMA, WWII-Louise C~amb,ars Hume, Rte. 2, Shel
byville, Ky. 40065, would like to hear from anyone knowing the 
whereabouts of Lt. Leonard U. Phelps, who lived somewhere 
in Oklahoma during WWII. 

GERMANY, 1944-John D. Hucci , 120 St. Andrew Rd. , East 
Boston, Mass. 02128, wants to hear from anyone who served 
with him in Co. D, 407th Btn., 102nd Inf. Div., especially 1st 
Sgt. Ryan, who sent him to hospital with frozen feet and hands, 
and Pltn. Sgt. Hinkley of Chelsea, Mass. 

ITALY, 1944-Marvin K. (Jack) Buchanan, Rte. 1, Box 
358D, Big Stone Gap, Va. 24219, would like to hear from 
anyone who remembers him in eth AVAC Hospital during 
Battle of Casino, when he developed malaria, trench feet, and 
nervous condition. 

CAMP BEALE, CALIF., 1948-James W. Bogle, P.O. Box 
25124, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80936, needs to contact Army 
medical officer who examined him at Separation Center, July 
29-Aug. 1, 1946, and tested him for three days regarding heart 
condition. 

101h MOUNTAIN DIVISION, WWII-Arthur San Gregorio, 
757 South Brand Blvd., San Fernando, Calif. 91340, needs to 
contact anyone serving with Co. E, 86th Regt., who remem
bers him being wounded on Mount Belvedere, Italy, February 
1945. 

DAV Day ... 
Pittsburgh, Pa. , Mayor Richard Caliguiri , 
center, presents a Disabled American Veter
ans Day proclamation to members of Greater 
Pittsburgh DAV Chapter 8 . The proclamation 
helped the chapter kick off its Forget-Me-Not 
campaign. Pictured, from left, are William 
C. Bowyer, junior vice commander; Edward 
Poyitlyo, f inance chairman; John A. Kish, 
past commander; Mayor Caliguiri; Greer E. 
Claypoole , commander; William S. Dolney, 
treasurer; and Eugene P . Tallon , senior vice 
commander. 
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KOREA, 1951-52-Melvin J. Simmons, Rte. 1, Lenox, Ga. 
31637, would like to hear from men who served with him in 14th 
Inf. Regt. and 14th Tank Co. attached to 79th and 89th Tank 
Btns. regarding wounds received in Triangle of Kumhwa Val
ley, especially Glenn Bland, Ga.; Dennis Attley, Wyo. ; Thomas 
R. West, Harry Gray, Robert F. Baxter, and Troy Graves, S.C. ; 
Maj. George Cook; and Telerica, Okla., who was wounded in 
his tank. 

USS SATYR (ARL-23), 1952-53-Andrew J. Graham, 2424 
Lennox St., Pomona, Calif. 91767, would like to hear from 
former crew members to verify medical history. 

JAPAN, KOREA, 1951-52-John F. Cowles, 18 Logan Way, 
South Boston, Mass. 02127, would like to hear from anyone 
who served with him at Camp Kukamaunga, Beppu, Japan, 
and remembers when a tear gas grenade was set off near him 
while asleep in quonset hut after field exercises. 

FORT BRAGG, N.C., 1951-William T. Boykin, 416 Cherry 
St. , Kent, Ohio 44240, must contact anyone who was in Fort 
Bragg Field Hospital, June or July, when he was treated for his 
throat, while a member of 354th Trucking Co., 216th Trucking 
Btn. 

CUBA, 1964-Rich Draugelis, 1 South Dorado Cir. #2-F, 
Hauppauge, N.Y. 11787, would like to hear from anyone from 
4th Btn., 101h Mar. Div., who remembers when he had a cast 
on his leg, or who saw him in the Guantanamo Bay hospital. 

35th INF. DIV., 137th REGT. , CO. H-Frank Colonnese, 
686 E. Monroe St. , Little Falls, N.Y. 13365, would like to hear 
from anyone who remembers him going to the field hospital for 
a bayonet cut on his hand, especially Lloyd A. Bottemiller, 
Vancouver, Wash.; Lt. Parkhurst, Houstonia, Mo. ; John V. 
Prais, Chicago, Ill; and S9t. Lawson, Kentucky. 

KOREA, 1952-53-Wilham T. Kish, Box 252 Fed. Sta. , New 
Haven, Conn. 06502, wants to hear from anyone who j<nows 
anything about a top secret suicide intelligence mission into 
North Korea by small Navy-Marine group. 

USS WOODBURY, II , WWII-John W. Gray, P.O. Box 642, 
Cashion , Ariz. 85329, would like to contact Lt. Desmond , 
second in command, or anyone knowing his whereabouts, who 
treated him for head wound suffered when ship was attacked 
after leaving New Orleans. 

VIETNAM, 1966-67, 1969-70-Jerry E. Shroyer: Rie.3.CoI-=
umbia, Ky. 42728, would like to hear from anyone who served 
with him in 227th Avn. Airmobile Unit, Co. A, Ahn-Khe, who 
was with 1st Cav. Div. in Phan-Thiet; also from anyone who 
was with him during ambush when returning from Bohn-Sohng 
River. 

NORTH AFRICA, ITALY, GERMANY, 1943-John T. (Curly 
or Tommy) Helms, 823 Ruebens Rd. , Concord, N.C. 28025, 
would like to hear from anyone who served with him in Co. I, 
133rd Inf., 4th Btn., 3rd Regt. , 34th Div., who remembers him 
being hit with shrapnel, especially Lawrence Hartsell, Ted 
Helbock, Corw, Hugerhide, and medics. 

VALLEY FORGE ARMY HOSPITAL, 1953-John E. Vagi, 
P.O. Box 3044, Wright Branch, Fort Walton Beach, Fla. 32549, 
would like to hear from anyone knowing the whereabouts of 
Lavern Wagner, who was a patient with him from Mar. 28 to 
June 17, 1953. 

GERMANY, WWII-Edward J. Kazanas, 45 Ringtown Rd., 
Shenandoah Heights, Pa. 17976, must contact men with him in 
664th Clearing Sta. Hosp. while serving in 819th MPs, Co. B, 
20th Corps, 3rd Army, especially 1st Lt. Carmen Parazzo, 1st 
Lt. David McClathie, Capt. Theodore Ecklow, MD, Raymond 
0. Pollan, and Sgt. John Frey. 

USS EGER IA (ARL-8), WWII-Gene Jones, 5049 Winsford 
Ct. , Newark, Calif. 94560, would like to hear from shipmates 
who served with him from 1944 to 1946. 

561st TC PORT BTN., 1952-Jefferson D. Rosier, 1520 
Helena St. , Jacksonville, Fla. 32208, must contact anyone who 
served with him and remembers when he was crushed be
tween a fuel tank and wall of a barge in Greenland, around July 
3 or 4; 561st was on USS General Hershey at the time. 

CAMP VAN DORN, MISS.-Patsy A. Romeo, 39 Carver St., 
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Pittsburgh, Pa. 15206, would like · to hear from the medic, 
doctor, or colonel who remembers the 5-foot soldier rifleman 
from 63rd Inf. Div. who was bitten by black widow spider. 

FORT McCLELLAN, ALA., 1944-45-Dennis Sanford, P.O. 
Box 184, Virgilna, Va. 24598, would like to hear from men he 
seryedwith ,n Inf. Repl. Trng. Camp, Co. E, 2nd Btn., 1st Regt. , 
especially 1st Sgt. Cousins, Sgt. Goode, and Pvt. Joe Jones; 
also from Med. Det., especially Maj. Oscar Zarkins, MD, 14th 
Area Dispensary, Sect. II, and PFC Phiffer. 

MOUNT PACAUAGEN, LUZON, PHILIPPINES, 1945-
Albert J. Bosnyak, 616 Darrow Rd., Apt. C, Akron, Ohio 44305, 
would like to hear from any men of Cos. I and L, 145th Inf., 37th 
Inf. Div., who remember when he was at 3rd Btn. Aid Sta. with 
concussion, Mar. 1945, later returned to outfit to call in tank fire 
on Japanese position and received more concussion from 
Japanese artillery and mortars. . . 

SAN DIEGO NTC, 1945-0rin R. Kitson, 834 Soraya Dr., 
S.W., Olympia, Wash . 98502, needs to hear from anyone who 
served with him during 1945 and remembers his hospitaliza
tion for chest pains, especially Mr. Jenson and Mr. Maust from 
Seattle. 

USS FRANKLIN (CV-13), 1944-Russell Anderson, 3604 
Mason Ave. , Louisville, Ky. 40229, would like to hear from 
anyone who served with him during invasion of Philippines 
when Japanese suicide planes struck ship, the last one blow
ing him 45 or 50 feet and causing burns and metal wounds. 

KOREA, 1952-John Moulton, 85 New1on St., Hartford, 
Conn. 06106, needs to contact Lt. Raymond E. Selttab, who 
knows about barrage and injuries, forward observers, 2nd Inf. 

Di~:iit~r~Nl~flEf~t 84th INF. DIV., WWII-Robert Eu ene 
Hall, Rte. 2, Box 323, Heathsville, Va. 22473, would like to ~ear 
from anyone knowing the whereabouts of Rudolph Gutierrez of 
Cutulla, Tex., James Elkins of Pikeville, Ky. , Earl Youngberg of 
Duluth, Minn. , and Bill Crumpton of Ogden, Kan. 

CAMP WHEELER, GA., 1945-G.W. New1on, P.O. Box 
101 , Enosburg Falls, Vt. 05450, would like to hear from anyone 
stationed with him in Co. B, 13th Inf. Trng. Btn., 1st Pltn. , who 
remembers his ankle injury and hospitalization tor four weeks, 
August 1945. 

USS OAK HILL (LSD-7) , 1950-53-Michael J. Mahoney, 
175 Searles Rd., Nashua, N.H. 03062, wants to hear from all 
ORANY members of R Div. concerning claims for asbestiosis 
and radiation activity from Operation lvy-EniNetok, 1952. 

FLIGHT SOON. 1 (VR-1), PATUXENT RIVER, MD., 1953· 
55-0.W. Nicks, Jr., 8-15 27th Ave., Apt. 306, L.I.C., N.Y. 
11102, would like to hear from members of Flight Med. Team: 
Lt. Naldena O'Barto, nurse, and hospital corpsmen Patrick J. 
Flynn and Rankin Watson, or Watson Rankin. 

To Locate Relatives and Friends ... 
USS PRESERVER (ARS-8), 1945-Elmer L. Martin, Rte. 2, 

Mount Vernon, Ark. 72117, would like to hear from anyone who 
served with him. 

TOKYO, JAPAN, 1945-47-Rosalio Garcia, P.O. Box 394, 
Anthony, Tex. 88021, would like to hear from Bill H. Doke and 
James L. Fulgion, who served with him in 64th Engr. Topog
raphic Btn. 

FORT DEVENS, MASS. , 1958-J. Noll, 9 Pinehurst Ave., 
Saugus, Mass. 01906, would like to hear from anyone knowing 
the whereabouts of former MP Sgt. McKnight, who left Fort 
Devens for Germany in 1958. 

KOREA, 1950-Glenn M. Ward, 705 West Pear Ave., Selah, 
Wash . 98942, would like to hear from men who were captured 
during the first three months of the Korean Conflict and liber
ated in September 1950 for a reunion being planned for 1983. 

FRANCE, WWII-Adam G. Margoupis, 812 Portland Ave., 
Old Orchard Beach, Me. 04064, would like to hear from men 
who served with him in 561 st QM Railhead Co. , especially 
Capt. Cormac F. O'Callaghan and Lt. Mahlon C. Feinberg. 

594th J.A.S.C.O., SOUTH PACIFIC, WWII-Charles P. 



McConnell, 3013 Wayne Ave., Granite City," 111. 62040, would 
like to hear from anyone in his old outfit. 

FORT BELVOIR, VA., WWII-Jim Belitere, 2716 Tisinger, 
Dallas, Tex. 75228, would like to hear from anyone knowing 
the whereabouts of Leo LaForge of Ellenville, N. Y., who served 
with him in 85th Pontoon Engrs. 

36th DIV., 141st INF. , CO. A, 1944-45-Harlan M. Hoffman, 
530 N. Midway Dr. , Apt. 77, Escondido, Calif. 92027, would like 
to hear from anyone knowing the whereabouts of Edward 
Fiedler of Detroit, Mich., Edmond Edwards of Peoria, Ill., and 
Lt. O'Grady of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

VIETNAM, 1966-69-Wayne Chance, 10956 So. Homan 
Ave. , Chicago, Ill. 60655, would like to hear from men he 
served with in 101st Airborne Div., especially Dennis Payne of 
Parkers Prairie, Minn ., Henry Scott of Detroit, Mich., and 
Donald Kissner of Terre Haute, Ind. 

580th and 581 stA.R.C. WINGS-Roy C. Simpson, P.O. Box 
11616, Fort Worth, Tex. 76109, would like to hear from all 
former members interested in a reunion. 

KOREA, 1950-51-Harold G. Mosley, P.O. Box 532, Hyden, 
Ky. 41749, would like to hear from anyone knowing the where
abouts of Capt. Raymond Harvy, CO of Co. C, 17th Inf., 7th Inf. 
Div. ; also from anyone knowing where he could obtain a copy 
of Capt. Harvy's book, "Fix Bayonets." 

\WO JIMA, 1945-Robert Carver, 327 S. 7th St. , Scottsville, 
Ky. 42164, would like to hear from anyone who served with him 

in ~'/i t~~y ~~g~6-j~f~1
;~~i,~1~~~djameson Ct. , Con-

cord , Calif. 94521 , would like to hear from anyone knowing the 
whereabouts of Keith. Burns, who served with him from June 
16, 1976, to Nov. 16, 1979. 

USS DENEBOLA (AD-12)-John Jack Burke, 5405 Co
lumbus Rd., West Palm Beach, Fla. 33405, would like to hear 
from former shipmates interested in arranging a reunion. 

USCGC CACTUS, WWII-Bernard Fath, 962 Fashion Ave., 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45238, would like to hear from former ship
mates interested in a reunion. 

781s!TANK BTN.-Donald C. Wright, 1614 Merrywood Dr., 
Apt. 3, Johnson City, Tenn. 37601 , would like to hear from 
anyone who served with this unit, especially Lt. Bob McIntire of 
Glendale,Cal if. , and members of Co. D. 

USS ENRIGHT (APD-66)-Hayes J. Carter, 664 Riverside 
Dr., Lincolnton, N.C. 28092, would like to hear from former 
shipmates who served during WWII in Pacific to plan for a 
reunion. 

FORT ORD, CALIF. , 1942-43-R. Peter \acchei, 1015 Rum
bold St., Gardena, Calif. 90248, would like to hear from friends 
he served with, especially Rocky DiPietro from Scranton, Pa., 
and from anyone knowing the whereabouts of Jack and Irene 
Rogers, brother and sister. 

FRANCE, 1944-Harlin Curtis Roe, Rte. 2, Box 742, Olive 
Hill, Ky. 41164, would like to hear from anyone knowing the 
whereabouts of Leo Kiser, originally from Philadelphia, Pa., 
who served in 80th Inf. Div. 

USS TARBELL (DD-142) , WWII-John L. Merritt, 5103 
Hewitt Dr. , Fayetteville, N.C. 28301 , would like to hear from 
John S. Anastasia, former RM3, last known to be living in 
Philadelphia, Pa., or from anyone knowing his whereabouts. 

77th INFANTRY DIV. , 1940-45-Josephine Greenberg 
Komlosy, 109 Cambridge Dr., Hicksville, N.Y. 11801 , would 
like to hear from anyone knowing the whereabouts of her 
brother, William (Bill) Greenberg, who served in 77th Div. on 
Guam and Alaska, last known to living in Miami, Fla. 

FORT SILL, OKLA., WW\f-Millard F. Dailey, 106 Belcher 
St., Centreville, Ala. 35042, would like to hear from former 
members of 3rd Air Training (Overhead) who are interested in 
a reunion. 

\TALY, 1944-45-Benny Shaffner, P.O. Box 128, Eddyville, 
Ky. 42038, would like to hear from anyone who served in Co. 
G, 338th Inf. Reg!. , 85th Div. , May 1944 to Jan. 1945. 

U.S. ARMY, 1940-45-Nathaniel Woody and Vance A. 
Carpenter, 13133 Callender, South Gate, Mich. 48195, would 
like to hear from anyone who served with them in Co. C, 
Anti-Tank Bin. , 34th Inf., 8th Div., Camp Jackson, S.C., !940-
41 , especially Homer Maddley; also 501 st Paratroopers, Fort 
Benning, Ga., 1941-43; and 771s!T.D. Bin., England, France, 
Germany, 1944-45; and MPs 1st Army Hqtrs., Eastern De
fense Command, Governor's Island, N.Y.; and 626th T.D. Bin. 
. NAVY FLIGHT TANG ., 1943-Thomas D. Crouch, Rte. 2, 
Box 10028, Rusk, Tex. 75785, would like to hear from anyone 
who remembers him from Navy Flight Training Class 1943, 
pre-flight, U. of Georgia, Athens, primary flight training, New 
Orleans, advanced PBYs, Pensacola, Fla.; also from anyone 
who served with him in VS-41 , USS Ranger. 

USS S-14-Orva\ Dupree, 152 Dory Ln., Osprey, Fla. 
33559, would like to hear from anyone who put the S-14 back in 
commission and served on her in Caribbean, especially G.O. 
(JefO Gioffrida and C. (Corky) Conrad. 

CO. K, 22nd INF., 4th INF. DIV., WWlf-Charles L. Evans, 
P.O. Box 456, Galatia, Ill . 62935, would like to hear from 
friends he served with, especially Clayton (Little Joe) Waldrip, 
William Levy, and Joseph Thomas. 

WWII-Henry J. Summerlin, Rte. 1, Box 134-A, Charlotte 
Court House, Va. 23923, would like to hear from anyone know
ing the whereabouts of his daughter, Sonja Eloise Summerlin, 
last known to be in Dunda\k, Md., when she graduated from 
Notre Dame Teachers College, was married about 1968 to an 
Army captain whose name may be McCormack. 

C.B.M.U. 527, 1945-46-Ralph Bemis, 918 lnagua W. Bay 
Indies, Venice, Fla. 33595, would like to hear from anyone who 
was in this unit on Palmyra or John Rogers Airport, Honolulu . 

FIRST SPECIAL SERVICE FORCE, WWII-John A. Rich, 
202 South 9th St., Zephyrhills, Fla. 33599, would like to hear 
from friends he served with in 3rd Co., 3rd Reg!. 

104th INF. DIV., WW\f-Gerald Adamietz, P.O. Box 14099, 
Spokane, Wash. 99214, would like to hear from anyone know
ing the whereabouts of his brother, Erwin A. Adamietz, who 
served in 104th Inf. Div., 1942-44; also a former merchant 
seaman in German service, 1934-39; last known to be living in 
New York City and Miami, Fla. 

SOUTHERN FRANCE, 1955-56-Frank G. Tolliver, 1707 
8th St., N.W., Apt. 101 , Washington, D.C. 20001 , would like to 
hear from friends he served with in Co. C, 469th Engr. Avn. 
Bin., especially Cleo Weaver, Fred Harrell, Murray Eskridge, 
and Roy T. Howerton; also Sgt. Junious Bowers, who served 
with him in 972nd Laundry Co. , Fort Lee, Va., 1954. 
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• reunions ... 
24th INF. DIV. (KOREA, 1950-51), 21st INF. REGT., 

CO. L, 5-6-7- February 1982, Atlanta, Ga. Contact Hugh 
A. Brown, 75 Jefferson Cir., Athens, Ga. 30601 . 

'DUSTOFF' ASSOCIATION-February 26-28, 1982, 
Marriott Hotel , San Antonio, Tex. Contact Byron P. How
lett, Jr., P.O. Box 8091 , Wainwright Station, San Antonio, 
Tex. 78208. 

10th MOUNTAIN DIVISION, WWII-Southeast Chap
ter reunion, March 1982, Fort Myers, Fla. Contact Virgil 
Raulerson, 3726 Welcome Ln., Jacksonville, Fla. 32216. 

805th AVIATION ENGINEERS BTN.-March 12-14, 
1982, Cypress Gardens, Winter Haven, Fla. Contact Ray 
Roberts, 14430 Spyglass St., Orlando, Fla. 32817. 

ALAMO SCOUTS-April 1982, San Antonio, Tex. Con
tact R.S. Sumner, 4101 Waltrous Ave., Tampa, Fla. 
33609. 

USS MELLETTE (APA-156)-April 23-25, 1982, St. 
Louis, Mo. Contact D.S. Letnes, 1529 Robertson Ct. , 
Grand Forks, N.D. 58201 . 

USS LST312-May 14-16, 1982, Panorama Inn, Oca
la, Fla. Contact Bill Mccumiskey, 514A Fairways Circle, 
Ocala, Fla. 32672. 

FIRST BEACH BTN., U.S. NAVY, WWII-May 19-22, 
1982, Hilton Inn, Jeffersonville, Ind. Contact Harvey P. 
Jeffries, 805 Lafayette Ave., Oolitic, Ind. 47451 . 

461st and 484 BOMB GROUPS-May 28-30, 1982, 
Sheraton-Dayton Downtown Hotel, Dayton, Ohio. Contact 
Bud Markel , 1122 Ysabel St. , Redondo Beach, Calif. 
90277, or Frank O'Bannon, 137 Via La Soledad, Redondo 
Beach, Calif. 90277. 

117th CAVALRY RECON. SQDN.-May 29, 1982, 
Westfield Armory, Westerfield, N.J. Contact Anton Pion
nor, 500 Rahway Ave., Westfield, N.J. 07090. 

28th INFANTRY DIVISION, WWI, WWII, KOREA
June 1982, Pittsburgh, Pa. Contact Leon H. Hancock, 105 

sc;~;J ~~Rb~6b~~\~t~~~7~ne 1982, Colorado 
Springs, Colo. Contact Jesse W. Gray, 2802 Cheyenne 
Ave., Pueblo, Colo. 81003. 

NAVY HURRICANE HUNTERS (VW-4, VJ-2, VP-23, 
VPHL-3, VPM-3, VPW-3, VPB-114)-June 18-19, 1982, 
Jacksonville, Fla. Contact R.J. Fitzsimmons, Jr., 2818 
Cedarcrest Dr., Orange Park, Fla. 32073. 

494th BOMB GRP. (H), 864th, 865th, 866th , 867th, Hq. 
Sqdns. and all support units, 7th AF, WWII-June 18-20, 
1982, Stouffer's Dayton Plaza, Dayton, Ohio. Contact 
Alfred (Rusty) Restuccia, 100 Willard St., Quincy, Mass. 
02169. 

76th TRANSP. TRUCK CO. (HEAVY)-Summer 1982. 
Contact Dr. Lester F. Russell, 310 Belmar Blvd., Farming
dale, N.J. 07727. 

12th ARMORED DIVISION-July 8-11, t 982, St. Louis, 
Mo. Contact Warren E. Maue, 4320 Germantown-Liberty 
Rd., Germantown, Ohio 45327. 

VIETNAM, 1970-73-Jerry E. Sears, 163 Farley Pl:, Padu
cah, Ky. 42001 , would like to hear from former NHA, Inc., 
employees, Donald E. Felder and Mike Sloss. 

U.S. MARINE CORPS, WWII-Floyd J. West, Apartado 
Postal 3, Tala, Jalisco, Mexico 45300, would like to hear from 
anyone knowing the whereabouts of Stanley Krzywicki , who 
served with him during WWII in Marines and was best man at 
his wedding in 1947. 

KHE SANH, VIETNAM, 1967-66-Mrs. Michael J. Brellen
thin, 5271 Roosevelt Blvd., Clearwater, Fla. 33516, would like 
to hear from anyone who served with her husband in 1 st Bin ., 
26th Mar. , 3rd Div., Bravo Co., and also from his best friends, 
Robert Butler from Ala. , Fergesson Brewer from W. Va., Carlos 
Beltran from Ecuador, and Walter Boone from Calif. , all who 
went to Nam with him. 

JAPAN, 1948-50-John J. Dixon , Jr. , 25 Sunrise Dr. , 
Bridgewater, Mass. 02324, wants to hear from anyone from 
Co. D, 27th Inf. Reg!. , 25th Div., who served in Osaka Honshu, 
Japan and then went to Korea. 

ITALY, 1943-45-James Onistzuk, 17 Cunniff Ave., Milford, 
Mass. 01757, would like to hear from men he served with in Co. 
M, 135th Inf. , 34th Div., also from men he served with in Co. M, 
21st Inf., Schofield Barracks, 1938-41 . 

VIETNAM , 1969-70-Dwight (Sunny) Johnson, 5417 
Ravenna St. , Cincinnati, Ohio 45227, would like to hear from 
men he served with at An-Hoa, Kilo 3/5, 1st Mar. Div. 

USS ENGLEWOOD HILLS, PACIFIC, WWII-Jacqueline 
Snider Tempest, 847 Tyson Ave. , Philadelphia, Pa. 19111, 
would like to contact her father, SN. Clarence Everett Snider, 
or anyone knowing his whereabouts. 

CHANUTE AFB, ILL. , 1953-54-Chuck Esquirel\, 243 Mor
wood Rd., Telford, Pa. 18969, would like to hear from Albert 
(Al) Menke, who served with him in Hqtrs. Sqdn. , 3345th ABG , 
or anyone knowing his whereabouts; also would like to hear 
from anyone who served in Hqtrs. Sqdn. during that time. 

WWII , PACIFIC/WAR DOGS- John G . Lyon , FESS/ 
USAGY, APO, San Francisco, Calif. 96301 , would like to hear 
from 1st Dog Pltn. members, especially Bud Poole, Chicago; 
"Penny," Florida; Ogilvie Brothers, N.Y. 

To Locate Hobby Items ... 
KENNETH S. NICHOLS, 11 East Lake Rd., New Fairfield, 

Conn. 0681 o, would like to hear from anyone who can tell him 
where he can obtain copies of Bill Mauldin's book, " Up Front. " 

DEXTER PATTON, P.O. Box 111, Crossville, Tenn. 38555, 
wants to buy "Stars and Stripes," 1942 through 1945, will also 
pay postage. 

DAVID W. WOODRUM, 5031 N. 71st, Lincoln, Neb. 68507, 
would like to receive shoulder patches from discontinued units, 

1906th AVIATION ENGINEERS BTN., H&S CO., and 
all 1906th Line Companies, A, B, C, D--July 11-18, 1982, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Contact Arthur C. Burgdorf, 207 Wall 
St. , Michigan City, Ind. 46360. 

29th AIR SERVICE GROUP-July 12-16, 1982, Clark
sburg, W. Va. Contact Frank Pace, 315 W. 15th St. , Dov
er, Ohio 44622. 

AMERICAN EX-PRISONERS OF WAR-July 12-14, 
1982, Colorado Springs, Colo. Contact E.O. Hollinsworth, 
P.O. Box 517, Fountain, Colo. 80817. 

9th ARMORED DIVISION, WWII-July 13-15, !982, 
Manhattan, Kan. Contact Vern W. Reaugh, 323 S. Willard 
Ave., Hampton, Va. 23663. 

USS MELVILLE (AD-2)-July 16-18, 1982, Allentown, 
Pa. Contact James H. West, 4 Melbourne Ln., Greenville, 
s.c. 29615. 

CO. A, 112th INF. REGT. , 28th DIV.- July30-31 , 1982, 
Corry, Pa. Contact Frank J. Delury, Rte. 2, Corry, Pa. 
16407. 

414th BOMB SQDN., 97th BOMB GRP.- August 4-6, 
1982, Chattanooga, Tenn. Contact Charles A. Merlo, 
7335 Nacke\, Dearbom, Mich. 48126. · 

USS STEROPE & USS ENCELADUS-August 6-8, 
1982, Continental Inn, Lexington, Ky. Contact Dr. Edgar 
Paul Booth, 511 Danville Ave., Stanford, Ky. 40484. 

676th RADAR SQDN.-August 6-8, 1982, Antigo, Wis. 
Contact Roy (Tiny) Swinehart, 827 6th Ave., Ant igo, Wis. 
54409. 

USS VINCENNES (CA-44 & CL-64)-August 7-12, 
1982, Holiday Inn, Vincerl')es, Ind. Contact Bert Gibbons, 
2709 Monroe St., Paducah, Ky. 42001 . 

96th NAVY SEA BEES, WWII-August 19-22, 1982, 
Camelot Hotel, Tulsa, Okla. Contact Mrs. Gus (Hazel) 
Solarski, 139 Ravenhead, Houston, Tex. 77034. 

USS CURTISS (AV-4)-September 7-9, 1982, San 
Diego, Calif. Contact Francis A. Pavlu, 682 Medford St., El 
Cajon, Calif. 92020. 

100th BOMB GROUP-September 9-12, 1982, Land
mark Hotel, Myrtle Beach, S.C. Contact Horace Varian, 
1145 Boylston St. , Newton, Mass. 02164, or Storm 
C.Rhode, C-11 Chicora Apts., 3701 N. Kings Highway, 
Myrtle Beach, S.C. 29577. 

5959th AAA (AW) BTN.-September 11 , 1982, Butler, 
Pa. Contact Dominic Bonefeste, 444 Vista Dr. , Butler, Pa. 
16001 . 

USS QUINCY (CA-39 & CA-71)-September 17-19, 
1982, .Chattanooga, Tenn. Contact Albert Levesque, 46 
Foster St., Pawtucket, R.I. 02861 . 

5th AIR BASE GROUP, Del Monte Air Base, Philip
pines , Dec. 8, 1941-September 24-26, 1982, Sac
ramento, Calif. Contact Walt Regehr, 5137 Elbert Way, 
Sacramento, Calif. 95842. 

243rd CA, BTRY. D, WWlf-September 25, 1982, 
Cranston, R.I. Contact Charles E. Brothers, 48 Jastram 
St., Providence, R.I. 02908. 

75th AIR DEPOT WING (all squadrons serving in 
Texas, Korea, Japan, 1952-55)-0ctober 14-17, 1982, 
San Antonio, Tex. Contact Kenneth M. Brunmeier, P.O. 
Box 181 , Onida, S.D. 57564. 

especially WWII paratrooper units. 
TOM McLAUGHLIN, P.O. Box 1913, North Mankato, Minn. 

56001 , wants "Leatherneck" magazines, 1966-70; state year, 
month, and cost. 

HARRY PROSPERI, 1833 58th St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204, 
would like to obtain the following WWII vintage OD chevrons: 
T-5 (Cpl. Wrr) , T-4 (Buck Sgt. WfT), $ /Sgt. ; will pay reasonable 

prigi~~?LPCg~~t°ER, 23415 W. Centerfield Dr., Genoa, Ohio 
43430, would like to obtain any old plastic model airplane kits. 

DAN VILLANO, 10158½ McClemont, Tujunga, Calif. 91042, 
would like to purchase police shoulder patches. 

CHARLES E. DREASHER, 1710 S. Clementine, Ocean
side, Calif. 92054, would like to hear from anyone who knows 
where he can purchase a copy of the book, "Soochow The 
Marine," by Paul C. Lees, which is about the 4th Marines· 
mascot dog. 

JACK GOLOB, 10138 Odessa Ave. , Sepulveda, Calif. 
91343, would like to get all different military matches, Army, Air 
Force, and Marines; will trade stamps or cash. 

ROY S. HAMMOCK, 833 Noble Ave., Danville, Va. 24540, 
needs license plates from every state to help with his hoblly, 

anMicit~~t~fe°SJ~t,;<>;;;·B-2, Orlando, Fla. 32820, 
would like pocket or pen knife; will pay reasonable price and 
postage. 

JAMES FELDHAUS, 35 Shirley Dr., Jacksonville, N.C. 
28540, would like to receive any and all copies of military 
recruiting material, especially pamphlets, handouts, etc. , 
WWII , Korea, Vietnam, any of the services; will pay postage. 

CARL L. ROSCHER, 6908 Rowland, Kansas City, Kan. 
66109, would like to locate a WWII discharge button (ruptured 
duck) ; will pay reasonable price and postage. 

E.V. MAC KINNON , 140-112 Ave., Apt. 1, Treasure Island, 
Fla. 33706, would like to get a 3rd Division, Constabulary 
(Circle C Cowboys), and 7th Army patches to complete collec
tion of units he served with in WWII , Korea, and German 

°"JdHa~o~-wgiuo'~t~~a8le ~~c; ;~, ~i;fg:alls, Idaho 
83854, would like to obtain old badges, buttons, and picture 
post cards of Spokane, Wash.; also old trade tokens; will pay 
reasonable price and postage. 

JOHN D. LUPTON, 249 Davis St. , Ishpeming, Mich. 49849, 
would like to pick up a "pen pal" from Alaska. 

STEVE WALKER, SR. , 18 Ohio Ave., Newton Upper Falls, 
Mass. 02164, would like to purchase the book, "World War II 
History of the 4th Armored Division;" will pay going price plus 

po~~2~-K SINGER, P.O. Box 100, Centerville, Mass. 02632, 
would like to buy old pocket knives. 
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Visits Michigan . . . 
National Commander Betty Hall, seated left, 
pauses for a picture while visiting the Allen 
Park , Mich . , VA Medical Center. Seated with 
her are Center Director James Stephens and 
Auxiliary Department Commander Addie 
White . Standing.from left, are VAVS Repre
sentative Eleanor DeTamble , Department 
Adjutant Margaret Baumgartner, Chief of 
Voluntary Services Wayne Snider, VAVS De
puty Helen Parys , Department Senior Vice 
Commander June Nettleton, and Frances 
Roberts. Commander Hall also visited the 
Battle Creek VA Medical Center and the 
Michigan Veterans Facility at Grand Rapids, 
and attended zone receptions and 50th 
anniversaries . 

Visits Tennessee . . . 
National Commander Betty Hall, second 
from left in top photo and right in bottom 
photo, visits the Memphis and Nashville, 
Tenn ., VA Medical Centers . Joining her on 
the Memphis tourare , f rom left, Center Assis
tant Director R.C. Meiler, 6th District NEC 
Mary Farmer, Department Commander Mar
garet Brown, Department Senior Vice Com
mander Lula Howard, Unit 70 Commander 
Ruby Watkins , VAVS representative Janice 
Boozer, and DAV Department Past Comman
der Edward Brown . Seated center is Charles 
Boozer, DAV VAVS representative. In the bot
tom photo are , from left Past Commander 

· Edward Brown, Auxiliary Department Com
mander Margaret Brown, and Nashville VA 
Center Director Larry E . Deters . Comman
der Hall also attended the Tennessee Mid
Winter Conference in Nashville . 

Join the 'Reach for the Stars' Bunch 
As the year 1981 draws to a close, I am asking that you 

look back on 1981 and see all the changes that have taken 
place. 

For example , we have a new president and a new head of 
the Veterans Administration , neither of which have shown 
any particular interest in the veterans and their problems. 
We also have new members in the Congress. How many of 
them have shown their interest? 

Well, we of the Disabled American Veterans and Auxili
ary are ever diligent and remain constantly at hand when 
needed . Speaking of Auxiliary members, do you know that 
we have 10,864 one-year delinquent members and 7,224 
two-year delinquents . I wonder where they are and have 
they been contacted regarding their overdue dues. We need 
them, because our strength lies in our numbers. 
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A review of the December 10th printout also revealed 
that we are short 9 percent of our quota . If we all made an 
effort to get a few of the delinquent members we would be 
over quota . You realize that the dues notices for next year 
will be coming out soon , and we don ' t want our members 
paying for next year if they haven ' t paid for this one, do 
we?? 

Let us all get on those stairs heading for the stars and 
bring along those delinquent members . And, Jet us not 
forget those who are eligible and haven 't signed up yet. The 
bigger the membership , the better the clout. Let us all 
" Reach for the Stars" with Commander Betty. 

P.S. Those Junior Stars shine mighty bright, and give us 
much light-Florence Daley, national membership 
chairman . 
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Thank goodness for January ! 
It's a time of new beginnings and a time to store last year's 

treasures in our hearts and minds . We remember with joy the 
successes we have had, and are thankful that January traditionally 
is a time of renewal. 

1981 is worth remembering . . . but, thank goodness for new 
beginnings. We can look back and see that we haven ' t really had 
the tremendous success that we MUST have in the area of MEM
BERSHIP. We are still a long way from our goal. This has to be 
one of our most important priorities! 

The well being of all of our other programs depends on mem
bership. With the enonnous cuts being made in our national 
budget, sheer numbers will insure us an equal hearing when our 
programs are being considered. 

Those of us who have disabled loved ones know that the pain 
and mental anguish they suffer is well worth the time we spend 
with DAV Auxiliary projects. But, we need even more members 
to expand the programs to adequately cover all those who need our 
help. Won 't you make a special effort to bring in two or more new 
members this month? They will be be glad you did, and DAV 
Auxiliary will too. 

We have so many things in this country to be thankful for ... 
the privilege of meeting together to work for our veterans is one of 
them. Our men and women who gave their lives and health 
believed in this country. We dare not let that belief falter. Ask 
your Americanism chainnan what you can do to help promote 
patriotism. 

Because we are free Americans, we can choose to serve our 
community as best we see fit. All of you know of the many 
worthwhile projects that deserve support in our own towns and 
cities, and while we cannot be involved in every one, as members 
of the DAV Auxiliary we can cheerfully aid in some. 

Word of our love and concern will make it easier when we need 
to ask for help for our organization. And , of course, the personal 
reward from working in community service projects is immeasur
able . When your Community Service chainnan asks for help, give 
it willingly . 

One of the major responsibilities of our Auxiliary is to give aid 
to our disabled veterans and their families. By volunteering our 
time to work in hospitals, nursing homes, and other like facilities, 
we can accomplish much. Volunteer your time to your Hospital 
Chainnan. 

Our Junior members can add a great deal to many of our 
programs. It's fun to work with your Junior Activities chainnan. 
You'll be surprised and grateful for the exuberance and good will 
these young women can bring to your unit. 

"Volunteers make a difference." While this is true about any 
volunteer program, it is particularly meaningful for our VAVS 
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From your commander . .. 

A New 
Beginning 
Betty Hall 
DAV Auxiliary National Commander 

• • • 

program. The work we do in Veterans Administration medical 
facilities assists and motivates our veterans to an early recovery 
and a return to life with their families in their own communities. 
This is, perhaps, the highest reward our Auxiliary can receive. 
For, these men are OUR husbands , SONS, and FATHERS that 
are being restored to us . We have a unique opportunity to be a part 
of this experience. Talk to your VAVS representative. She will 
know how you can best serve. 

Will there be hospital beds for needy veterans , or college 
money for those young men and women who have lost one or more 
parents in a war? How will surviving spouses of war victims 
support young families? 

These items are part of the continuing cost of any war action, 
but many of our legislators have never been involved in a war or 
have forgotten the horror of it all. When your Legislative chair
man asks you to write or phone your senator or congressman, do 
so immediately. We all know that we will have to bear our fair 
share of the national budget cuts being made , but let's make sure 
that the programs that are most vital will not be lost. Respond 
positively to each request for help . It's the least we can do . 

This can be a wondeful new beginning for our DAV Auxiliary. 
Let's work together to make this the best year yet! 

Happy New Year! 

Reach for The Stars 

1981-82 Quota 
89,495 

Membership 
Dec. 10, 1981 

82,039 

* Kentucky * North Dakota * South Carolina 
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Great Participation ... 
Junior members of Manatee County DAV 
Auxiliary Unit 18, East Bradenton, Fla., 
smile happily after receiving a plaque for 
outstanding participation in the Veterans Day 
parade in their city. Pictured, from left, are 
Linda Ruh, Lucille Langois, Cindy Curry, 
Shannon Lanphear, Junior Commander 
Cathy McCluskey, Shaelyn Nelson, and 
Junior Advisor and unit Commander Helen 
Shoudel. 

History Award . . . 
Addie White, right, Department of Michigan 
DAV Auxiliary commander, and Johann 
Spalding, department historian, display the 
national award the Michigan department won 
for the best history book. It is the only award 
given in the national history book contest. 

Certificate of Appreciation 
Department of Georgia DAV Auxiliary Com
mander Ann Reynolds, left, happily accepts a 
VA Certificate of Appreciation from Eugene 
E. Speer, Jr., director of the Augusta, Ga., 
VA Medical Center. 
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Chaplain's 
Corner 

Lenna Mary Moore 
National Chaplain 

• • • 

This poem was read at the Fall Conference, 
and was requested by members who attended 
to be published in the magazine. 

Lord, help me to live from day to day 
In such a self-forgetful way 
That when I kneel to pray 
My prayers shall be for others. 

Help me in all the work I do 
Ever to be sincere and true, 
And know that all I do for Thee 
Must needs be done for others. 

Others, Lord, yes others 
Let this my motto be. 
Let me live for others 
That I may live like Thee. 

-Anonymous 

TAPS 
Elma T. Lindsey, Ala. 66; Lue Bertha 

Glover, Ark . 2; Alice T. Wiles, Calif. 2; 
Emma Ewing, Calif. 4; Helene Jansen, Calif. 
5; Stella Cook, Calif. 9; Chloe Valentine, 
-Calif. 27; Leona B. Greer, Fla. 16; Mary G. 
McShane, Fla. 42; Gertrude P. Lutz, Fla. 45; 
Margaret Martin, Fla. 65; Ann W. Cheney, 
Gladys L. Ellenwood, Ga. 44; Clentine 
Fisher, Mabel A. Summers, Ind. 6; Bessie 
Castello, Ind. 15; Kathryn E. Dunn, Ind. 16; 
Lula M. Payne, La. 15; Clare C. Hall, Me. 
16; Violet Wood, Mich. 2; Lorella B. Light
body, Mich. 7; Julia Kwetkowski, Mich. 23; 
Agnes Burnash, Mich . 61; Lucy Propst, 
Mich . 135; Arvilla E. Hamlin, Minn. 5; 
Othelia Koshiol, Minn. 9; Marguerite W. 
Hill, Blanche B. Klein, Miss. 5; Lena 
Ashcraft, Mo. 21; Ruth Eckel, N .J. 49; Ethel 
Wood, N.M. 30; Julia Corridore, N.Y. 88; 
Esther P. McKnight, Ohio 8; Janet E. Ladd, 
Mary Potter, Ohio 27; Mona Sheridan, Ohio 
43; Cleo Brown, Ohio 95; Sana Scheuffele, 
Ore. 7; Mrs. Clyde Haney, Tex. 83; Merle M. 
Lucy, Tex. 165; Crystal Elbert, Mabel S. 
Quinn, Wash. l; Minnie Selsmeyer, Wis. 3; 
Mary Joyce, Wis. 6. 

Unit Charters Issued 
Charters have been issued to 10 new DAV 

Auxiliary units, including three Junior units, 
according to National Adjutant L. Kit Seal. 

The three Junior units are Michigan 20, 
North Carolina 39, and North Dakota 24. The 
new senior units are: 

Carbondale Unit 98, Pennsylvania, with 
Sonia Baldwin, 16 Chestnut St., Carbondale, 
Pa. 18407, as commander. 

Wilson County Unit 8, North Carolina, 
with Magnolia Tripp, 208 Daniel St., Tar
boro, N.C. 27866, as commander . 

Flemingsburg Unit 14, Kentucky, with no 
officers yet announced. 

Selden Unit 190, New York, with no 
offices yet announced. 

Meyersdale Unit 127, Pennsylvania, with 
Patricia Ann Diest, Rte. 4, Box 266, Meyers
dale, Pa. 15552, as commander. 

Eastland Unit 92, Texas, with Ruth Haley, 
Rte . 2, Eastland, Tex. 76448, as acting com
mander. 

Lawrenceburg Unit 75, Indiana, with no 
officers yet announced. 

Building Fund . 
Lucy W. Ross, left, commander of DAV Au1 
xiliary Unit 42, Willingboro, N.J., presents a 
check for $300 to Thomas Stubblefield, right, 
Chapter42 commander, that will be added to 
the chapter's building fund. Unit 42 also re
cently entertained New Jersey DAV and Aux
iliary department officers during an official 
visit to the chapter and unit. Department 
officers attending included Charles Julius
sen, commander; Frank Dazzo, 1st junior 
vice commander; and Auxiliary officers 
Theresa Dazzo, commander; Elizabeth 
Reynolds, senior vice commander; Barbara 
Gallello, I st junior vice commander; Ann 
Kunz, Historian; and Helen Daiei, past de
partment commander. 
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Auxiliary VAVS Activities ... 

DELIVER TV SET ... Members ofThomas 
Pol di no DAV Auxiliary Unit 185 , Lin
denhurst , N. Y. , recently delivered a color TV 
to the Northport, N.Y., VA Medical Center. 
It is the second year that the 3 ½-year-old unit 
has donated one or more televisions to the 
hospital. Last year, the unit presented five 
black and white TV sets. Pictured, from left, 
are Dorothy Martin; Betty James; William W. 
Hart, chief of voluntary service; Geraldine 
Asdahl, commander; Fran Peribonis, VAVS 
representative; Nancy Shore; Elinore Herbst; 
Gloria Stewart; and Dolores Robidoux, 
VAVS deputy representative. 

JANUARY 1982 

TOURS HOSPITAL ... Bee Lewis, com
mander of the Department of Texas DAV 
Auxiliary, recently visited the Waco, Tex., 
VA Medical Center. Pictured , from left, are 
Hazel Neill, VAVS representative; Bee 
Lewis; and Irvin D. Noll, hospital director. 

CHECK PRESENTED ... The DAV Au
xiliary Department of Virginia recently pre
sented a $1,000 check to the McGuire VA 
Medical Center (VAMC) that will be used to 
buy recreation equipment. Pictured are, from 
left , Gladys Moulsom, VAVS deputy repre
sentative; Bessie South, VAVS representa
tive; Jean Allen, Auxiliary department com
mander; and Kenneth Mulholland, Jr. , 
VAMC associate director. 

PRESENT CHECK ... DAV Auxiliary 
Unit 28, Lakeland, Fla., recently donated 
$500 to the Tampa, Fla., VA Medical Center. 
The money will be used to buy a TV set for the 
spinal cord injury unit at the hospital. Pic
tured , from left, are Georganne Ritchie , 
VAVS representative; Richard A. Silver, hos
pital director; Clois Merkel, unit hospital rep
resentative; Dorothy Gartrell, commander; 
and Ennis Sheard, VAVS representative. 
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Alabama 
1-Sudduth, James P.; 2-Self, William K.; 7-Shurden, 

Robert W.; 9-Aycock, Wilburn T.; 26-Phillips, Claude S. ; 
76-Adams, Fancher, Jr. 

Arizona 
1-Bolio, Howard; Ekis, Edward L. ; Gordon, Homer D. ; Hor

vat, Nicholas; Hurkala, Nicholas; Jacobs, Fay. A; McKee, 
Robert L. ; Miller, Harold G.; Sargent, Harry A. ; Senter, Claude 
A.; Spitz, Ralph C.; Timpe, David ; Wilson , Hiram E.; 4-Martin, 
Stephen J.; 12-Robinson, Fred S. ; 16-Coyner, Dave; Wal
lace, William C. ; 16-Clark, Merrell B. ; Mitchell, Lloyd V. ; 
Sprenkel , Richard E.; 20-Yancy, James; 22-Minnick, Glen 
H. ; 24-O'Donnell, Norman A. ; 26-Ehrichs, Gene J.; Wood , 
Roy E. ; 30-Bricker, Doanld D. ; Hunt, LeRoy K. 

Arkansas 
2-Jenkins, Clarence A.; Pantroy , Mercer; ?-Baker, 

Maurice C.; Beers, George F.; Bradley, E.A.; Starnes, James 
W. ; 23-LaRue, Charles M.; 26-Jones, Randolph J. ; 39-
Heft, Frank C.; 47- McCaskill, Paul D. 

Blind 
1-Reed, Wallace J. 

California 
2-DeWitt, Millard G.: Durland, Charles C.; Rotter, Marion 

C.; 3-Baumann, Woodrow C.; Carrie!, Howard W .; Nelson, 
Warren C. ; Recto, Eugenio B.; Welch, David M.; Ying , Hom W. ; 
5-Coleman, Ardis W.; Copeland, Dock C. ; Ganter, William A.; 
McGaughey, Joel ; Meifert, Paul W.; Moseley, Willie M.; Tid
more, Willie C.; Volz, Fritz; Yacoubian, Edward Y.; 6-Dare, 
Richard B. ; Humiston, George A. , II ; Watkins, Charles E. ; 
?-Blaine, James S. ; 11-Perry, Arthur; 14-Magee, Mary; 
Schickner, Leslie E. ; 17-Herzog, Eula M.; Higbee, Clarence 
M.; Scalabrine, Adam J.; 19-Vollmer, Robert; 20-Corbin, 
Harold W ; Hrastich , Louis; 22-Meade, Arthur E.; 23-Barker, 
William H.; Groshong, Floyd E.; Kloecker, Sam S.; Langord, 
Guy 0. ; 26-Wilke, Edwin F.; 30-Weikal, William B. ; 33-

~----------------~ 
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Werner, William C.; 42-Moor.;, Warrer, E.; 46-Hall, Howard 
B. ; 52-Teall, Dewey A. ; Umbarger, Vernon L.; 56-Kinney, 
Donald R. ; Piano, Maximiano; Reynolds, Walter R. ; 62-Mar
cucci, Paul R.; 71-Miller, Henry W.; 73-Manning, Cyril C.; 
Stanley, Clyde E. ; 76-Anderson, Joe I. ; 81-Empting, Alfred 
G.; 84-Pope, Orris R. ; 85-Crenshaw, Andrew D.; Engholm, 
Samuel J.; Glick, Donald R. ; Kitto, Robert A. ; Robertson, M.J. ; 
Sloop, James H.; 89-Day, Glen V.; 114-Sommers, Herbert 
J. ; 126-Britt, Raymond ; 144-Gardner, Ben B.; Jacobson, 
Leo D.; Jordan, Lovelace;_ 154-Henoch, Paul C. 

Colorado 
1-Hill , Richard W.; ?- Doxbeck, Thomas A. ; Jelliffe, Wil

liam L. ; Machamer, Roy; Robertson , John E. ; 9-Overturf, Lee 
Lake; 16-McCartney, M.F.; 21-Meek, Robert A. ; 22-Beb
ber, Vincent; Thompson, Chester I. 

Connecticut 
3-Baldino, Patrick J.; Rotzal, Reinhold A.; 9-Doll, Emil G.; 

10-Reynolds, Joseph P.; 12-Shea, William D. ; 16-Cooper, 
Ray C. 

Delaware 
1-Betts, Walter H. 

District of Columbia 
1-Grant, Charles L., Jr. ; Thomas, John F.; 5-Parman, 

William; 14-Anderson, Charles E. 

Florida 
2-Baker, Gerald T.; 4-Tetlow, Phillip H. ; 9-Kollman, ' 

Clinton R.; MacKiewicz, Eugene; 11-Smith, Kenneth E.; 12-
Johns, Walter; 16-Blythe, James A. ; lier, Arthur D.; Jackson, 
Benjamin F.; Lane, Jesse R. , Sr. ; McGivern, Joseph P. ; Net
tles, Jack L. ; 17-Sellers, A.E. ; 16-Jacobs, Dana B. ; Pratt, 
Clifton M.; 23-A□drews, John P.; Monneyham, D.H ., Sr.; 
24-Balmaseda, Reinaldo; 25-Tetlow, Phillip H.; 30-Mat
tas, John A. ; Poole, Jack A.; 32-Harris, John J. ; Lorbach, 
Harold E. ; 40-Hanser, Robert C.; Shub, Bernard; Slomer, 
Norbert F.; 41-Davis, William H.; 43-Cowart, C.T. ; Khoury, 
Abraham B. ; Sergent, Manuel J.; Sykes, Charles J.; 45-
Hogue, Charles 0 .; 46-Reese, Robert H. ; Whitman, Elmer L. ; 
59-Fritsch, James R.; Nevins, James; 72-Brazel, Harvey L. ; 
Doss, Jodie A.; McNichol, John J.; Todd , M.A.; 73-Lazarus, 
Alexander; 75-Bembry, Calvin ; 76-Koenig, John J. ; Laird , 
Archie; 81-Yantes, Doris B. ; 83-Labor, George I.; 86-
Donahue, Charles A. ; 87-Mooneyhan, Houston; 91-Wise
man, Kermit R.; 93-Breuer, Carl William; Rebban, Kenneth 
C. ; 101-Bolds, James J.; 103-Freeman, Lester H.; Lynch, 
Robert J.; 106-Collins, Frederick M.; 116-Greene, Charles 
M.; McCoy, Richard P.;_McDonald, Paul H. ; 117-Ray, Joe P.; 
125-Cook, Zinney W., Malone, John C. , Jr., 127-Brennan, 
Mary B.; Clark, Ernest N., Sr. ; 129-Ritter, Clovis D.; 137-
Brown, Harvey R.· .... ~ .. 

Greet Van . .. 
Several DAV and VA personnel greet a DAV 
Field Service Unit as it arrives at the West
chester Mall in Mohegan Lake, N .Y. The van 
assisted more than 100 disabled veterans with 
questions about their benefits . DAV Chapter 
137, Peekskill , N. Y., held a special luncheon 
for local and state officials and government 
and private employers on the employment 

Foreign 
6-O'Grady, Henry P. 

Georgia 
9-Christian, Ann R.; 13-Wallace, Charles E.; 14-Jack

son, Elias, Jr. ; 20-White, Benjamin P. ; 44-Cheney, Prather 
_R. ;_§~_l:l_ennett, Herbert. _ 

Idaho 
1-Skyrm, Richard D. ; 2-Dana, Robert R.; Drollinger, 

Alfonzo; 5-Nickolaus, Raymond G.; 6-Peterson, Delbert K. ; r;,';,;';;~b~ ~ -nn W.; 16-Holdren, Richard E. ; 20-Hutchison, 

Illinois 
2-Sitter, Rudolph L. ; 4-Kennedy, Thomas; 5-Koehler, 

Jacob E., Jr.; 15-Deming, Donald W.; 16-Peterson, Howard 
E.; 22-Howes, Jack; Milota, Joseph E. ; 25-Von Cloedt, Wil
liam T. ; 34-Reed, Lester A. ; 40-Glatz, Edgar; 42-Crane, 
Ben; 51-Evans, Frank J.; 54-Herman, Robert Edward ; 62-
King, Edward A.; 76-Mulder, Gerrit; 77-Weber, Harold H.; 
84-Tralewski, Edward R.; 87-Kirk, Clyde W.; 86-Mayber
ry, Ralph J.; 90-Gross, Paul A. ; Harris, Stephen W.; Largent, 
Roy C.; Reynolds, Stanford ; 95-Metelko, Frank T. 

Indiana 
2-Gainey, Todd ; 5-Maggard, William; 9-Scott, James; 

15-Rohn, Howard; 16-Jenkins, Paul D.; Sams, Raymond L. ; 
17-Palkovich, Basil; 19-Correll, William F.; 33-Cabbage, 
James A. ; 40-Gerbers, Wayne J.; Meyer, Howard C. ; Mock, 
Earl E.; 55-McCauley, Robert E.; 57- Edick, Kenneth G.; 
77-Jaent, Othmar M. ; Sermersheim, Ray G. 

Iowa 
4-Neff, Clifford K.; 15-Powers, Cyril E.; 17-Dunnington, 

Robert L.; 16-Smithburg, Herbert R. ; 19-Carlson, Wallace 
E. ; 20-Allgood, Howard Ray; 21-Blackwood, Robert; 33-
Kuhlman, Fred; 54-Moret, Henry J. 

Kansas 
10-Crow, Harry E. ; 22-Vance, John W.; 25-Carter, John 

H.; 36-Boller, Harold D. 
Kentucky 

1-Combs, James; Freeman, Paul G.; 4-Swift, Gova V. ; 
?-Shepherd, Willis L. ; 11-,-Golden, Floyd D. ; 46-Hunt, Clar
ence A. ; 51-Wilson, Roy R.; 81-Moore, Wallace; 103-
Knox, Kenneth ; 106-Hall, John B.; 126-Ball, Willard ; 146-
Miller, Robert C. ; 153-F~~i~t,~:rnest B. 

6-Faris, Nicholas B. , Sr.; 9-Menuet, Francis J. ; 19-
Brunet, Willard J.; Bushnell, Leo J.; 36-Terry, Emile G., Jr. ; 
45-Boudreaux, Wallace J.; Gomez, Carlton M.; Stokes, 
Charles B. ; Wonnacott, Richard F. 

Maine 
3-Laird , Paul E.; 4-Barnes, Charles P. ; Guillerault, 

Raymone; 11-St. Marie, Roland A.; 16-Soucier, Rene J.; 
21-Daigle, Joseph A.; Moody, Kenneth C.; Weston, Orton F. 

111111111 --
REACHING OUT 
AMERICA'S WAR 

needs of disabled veterans . Pictured, from 
left , are P .J. Reilly, VAVS deputy representa
tive; Peter Kovacs , director , New York VA 
Regional Office; Jim Waters , New York City 
DAV national service officer (NSO ); Joseph 
Weintraub, aide to Kovacs ; Richard Diiorio , 
DAV NSO; and Frank Columbo , Chapter 137 
commander and VAVS representative . 
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Maryland 
1- Albi , Guido; Engelbach, William D.; Sullivan , Edward M.; 

3-Hutton, Charles, Jr.; Martin, John S.; 13-Schroen, Ed
ward , Jr.; 14- Bockstanz , Clarence K.; 16- Poremski , 
Alphonse A.; 21 - McHenry, George D.; 29--Rodeheaver, 
C.F. , Sr. 

Massachusetts 
1-Kent, John; 8-Bellantuoni, Philip; Brown, Ralph L. ; 

Conti , Leno; Gibson, Terry A.; 9--Breault, Edward H.; Sar
dinha, Julio; 10-Casey, Edward J. ; Marcinkiewics, S.F.; 22-
Albert, Robert J.; Nagle, John J.; 25--White, Thomas N., Sr.; 
27-Kneeland, Harold W .; 32- Dolan, John T.; 33-Guerino, 
Anthony M.; 35--Leonard , James H.; 39--Burns, John J.; 
McDermott, James A.; Philbrook, Frederick; 45--lsaacson, 
Carl H.; 48-Niemaszyk, Anthony J. ; 49--Armour, Charles R. ; 
53-Turpack, Walter E.; 56-Dunphe, Earle S.; 62- Frasciel
lo, Joseph; 63-Lefebvre, Leo P.; 64-Monette, Raymond J.; 
68-Begley, John G. ; Ostrowski, Vincent; Tuper, Elaine F.; 
69--Harlow, Maitland T.; B4-Sands, James J.; BS-Ralston, 
John L. ; 96-Glavin, ThomasJ.; Hill, Ester P.; 105--St. Pierre, 
J.C.R. ; 109--Doherty, John J. 

Michigan 
1- Casey, Neil W.; Herring, Luther A., Jr.; Lystad, C.A. ; 

2- Vandenberge, Timothy ; Walenga, William T.H.R. ; 4-
Weirauch, Walter A.; 6-Haines, Howard, Jr.; Koole, Glenn E. ; 
8-Dobson, Robert J., Sr. ; 9--Jezewski , Paul ; Symbroski, 
Joseph; 10-Rogers, Vincent; 13-Conlin, William A. ; 15-
Myers, Elmer J. ; 16-Biel, Kenneth J.; Walerych, Paul; 17-
Shannon, Eli L.; 18-Gerling, Marshall H.; 19--Ackerson, Karl 
D.; Firman, Gerald L. ; O'Brien, Joseph C.; 23-Provost, Wi l
liam P.; 29--Shaw, Robert 0 .; 33-Cooper, Gifford A.; 36-
Jirak, Frank J. ; 38-Rokos, Carl J. ; 52 ; Kott, Ralph W.; 62-
Tinsley, Leslie G.; 73-Runyan, David F.; 74-Kauppanen, 
William N.; Lemin , Carl F. , Sr.; Luttinen, Andrew R. ; 77-
Laduke, Gerald E.; BS-Sherburn, Carroll, Jr. ; 113-Benbow, 
Robert W.; Bulger, Paul J., Sr.; Frichette, Philip J.; Hartley, 
George, Sr. ; Hawkins, Lance K.; MacFarlane, Andrew ; 121-
Van Daele, Albert L. ; 123-Tenace, Joseph; 127-Edwards, 
Jo~n T.; ladipaolo, Jerry ; Mayer, William Henry; Werner, 
Richard J. ; 135--Barber, Eugene E. 

Minnesota 
1-Dubravcic, Stephan M.; Gates, James L. ; Hansen, Hans 

M.; Van Duesen, R.L. ; 5--Swanson, Frank; 10-Harten, Clar
ence D.; Priem, C.; 33-Driscoll , James. 

Mississippi 
5--McPherson, Otis J.; 29--Trussell, Granville L. 

Missouri 
1- Campbell, Charles L.; Carmody, James; Coffey, Rich ; 

Deering, Lee H.; Dermody, Charles D.; Finney, Roy; Hamilion, 
Frank L. ; Henderson, Francis T.; Johnsen, George E.; Jones, 
Albert W.; Klein, Harold E.; Micciche, John P. Simakoff, Isa
dore I. ; 2-Vincent, Eddie E. ; 11-Camp, Lloyd E.; Maness, 
Ralph E.; 16-Black, Eugene; Williams, RobertG .; 51-Nixon, 
Hilburn L. ; 52- McCloud, John D. 

Montana 
2-Fabian, John S.; 3-Melvie, John; White, Irle E. ; 10-

Haugh, Richard F.; 11- Haugse, Erling ; 13-Coley, Albert; 
16-Collins, Walter H. 

Nebraska 
2- Kana, Mitchell ; Vahle, Paul E. ; ?- Cutter, George D.; 

Ritchey, C.J .; 20-Louden, Ben K.; 35--Weddle, Thomas C.; 
42- Vejraska, Melvin . 

Nevada 
1-Wuench, Joseph L.; 11-Gray, Anne G. 

New Hampshire 
?-Brousseau, Henry R.; Charron, Francis X.; Richardson, 

Henry B.; Toussaint, Richard L. ; 11- Paquette, J. Alfred; 19-
Bates, John E., Jr. ; Deming, Lawrence E. ; Fallon, John H.; 
23-Wallace, Joseph. 

New Jersey 
1-Rona, Oscar M.A .; 4- LeCato , Charles ; Murday, 

Charles; 8-Dembowski, Walter; 10-Hornberger, Stewart; 
Toro, Frank; 18-Gole, Anthony A. ; 33-Crudelle, Alfonso ; 
40-Szymanski, Bruno J. ; 44-Glidden, Burt R.; 63-Miller, 
Lester J.; 68-Watson, Harold S. 

New Mexico 
2-Martin , John W., Jr. ; Vigil , Carlos; 20-Montano, Edward 

S.; 27-Greenwood, Leo 0 .; Setters, Walter E.; 30-Martin, 
Albert R.; 33-Van Rensselaer, K.M. 

New York 
8-Nicotra, Joseph P.; 10-McGinley, Kevin T.; 16-Bag

nato, Frank A.; 18-McDonald, Joseph R.; Washer, Burt T.; 
23-Doyle, Daniel J.; 28-lacono, Aniello A.; 30-Sullivan , 
Riley W.; 38-Crandall , Arthur S.; Garrett, Lionel J., Sr.; B2-
Corridori , Joseph; Dardano, Nicholas F.; De Santis, Philip F.; 
Decosty, Charles P.; Donegan, John E.; Gerstner, John A.; 
Kamin , Bernard ; Manley, Harry W.; Perrotta, Carmen J.; 
Saporito, James; Sychtysz, Stephen F.; BS-Abbale, Arthur 
C.; Capobianco, Arthur; Carach, Ralph L. ; Carpenter, Joseph 
T.; Catroppa, Dominick; Chase, Arthur D.; DeCocco, Joseph; 
Ferrucci, Stephen P.; Graham, Olin; Karbowski, Casimer; 
Mahar, James E.; Martinez, Agapito V.; Mennillo, Dominick ; 
Moskal, ThaddeusJ.; Van Allen, Raymond W.; White, Sam N. ; 
109--DePalma, Joseph N. ; 113-Hubbard, Horace H.; 118-
Russo, John V.; 119--Newton, Cecil R.; 120-Bleckinger, 
Frank C.; Radice, Irene C.; Von Scheidt, John A. ; 123-Scive, 
John; 173-Frare, Romeo. 

North Carolina 
3-Anderson, Lindsay D.; Baker, James S.; Benosky, 

Stephen, Jr.; Bingham, Gordon R.; Booth, George; Eller, Dan 
William; Morton, E.T.; 4-Grittin, J.C.; 10-Clark, Seymour; 
14-Swan, William J.; 16-Wolfe, James E. ; 20-Grant, Wil· 
liam R. ; Trojchak, Frank; 25--Lee, Woodrow F.; 29--Dorsett, 
Eddie C.; 40-Smith, Jason 8 ., Sr.; 48-Bright, Sylvester A. ; 
Corey, Ira H.; 55--Noble, Franklin E. ; 67-Brodie, William E.; 
79--O'Neill, Nicholas, Jr. 

North Dakota 
9--Berve, Ordean S. 

Ohio 
2-Fisher, Albert E. ; 3-Arbogast, Ouetin W.; Arms, Richard 

Charles; Baker, Clarence E.; Blackburn, Guilford I. ; Davis, Earl 
W.; Eastep, Edward J.; Herron, Lester L. ; Price, Gurney A.; 
Taylor, Earl, Jr.; Thompson, Paul E. ; Tomsic, Paul E.; 7-
Bobek, Albert S.; 8-Turner, Lawrence O.; 9--Mason, William 
P.; 15--Geisler, Walter S., Jr.; 17-Coulter, Thomas W.; 

Hicks, George; Matevich, Leo J.'; 20-Gaydosh, Andrew J.; 
23-Wolfe , William D.; 27-Lefevre, Carl R.; 28-Woods, 
John F. ; 30-Daley, Craig L.; 35--Austin, Charles R.; Brown, 
Priscilla E.; Jarvis, D.; Monahan, Floyd ; Palmer, Alvin I.; 36-
Curtis, George S. ; 40-Kane, Paul R. ; 45--Jenkins, Charles 
F.; 50-Goodballet, George S.; 52-Creighton, Michael E.; 
Winters, Floyd J.; 53-Hoffman, Julian W.; 56-Bartlett, Henry 
D.; 65--Ball, Chester, Waller; 67; West, Orville B.; 71 - Frump, 
Ralph J.; BS-Jordan, Ralph L. ; 103-Cook, Lester; 105-
Crider, Odis ; Hesse, Arthur P.; 117- Dawson, Jack C.; 
Dupont, Helen K.; Modra, Frank A.; Schlanz, Frank A.; Stanko, 
Andrew ; 131-Myers, Cecil J. 

Oklahoma 
26-Smith, Harry L.; 29--Kirklen, Ted R.; 30-Bryson, Ho· 

ward A., Sr.; 32-DePolo, Joseph Ross; 39--Vaughan, James 
V.; 47- Harris, Luther L.; Julien, E.A.; Porter, Ernest B.; 
Schlapbach, E.A. ; 54-Erwin, Louis A. 

Oregon 
1-Angerinos, Peter; 4-Bremer, August H.; ?-Barber, 

Dan C.; 9- Dayton, Harry ; 1(}.-Quenell, Lawrence; 12-
Gantt, Oscar; 25--Ehrmantraut, Frank R.; 40-Mclntire, Char
ley G. 

Pennsylvania 
1- Bossick, Francis; Jones, Harry W.; 2-Glavach, Adolph 

L. ; 3-McElwee, Hubert W.; Paul , James C. ; 4-Hunsicker, 
Charles, Jr. ; 6-Stotesberry, Leslie ; Wallace, Oswald L.; 7-
Cole, Stanley W.; 8-Cowan, James M.; D'Azzarello, Vincent; 
Daschbach, Raymond , Jr. ; Kephart, George J., Sr. ; Shorts, 
Blair B.; Wesling, Lawrence; 9--Ras, Edward W.; 10-Delp, 
Clarence A. ; 11-Meyers, Joseph; 13-Royer, Robert E. ; 14-
Avery, David J.; Fortune, Elmer; Kovelman, David ; Powell, 
Eddie; Tynes, Alexander; 15--Novia, Dionino; 16-Mikalarias, 
John L. ; Seigfried , Charles L. ; 20-McAfoos, Earl ; 21 - Coop
er, Albert W.; 22- Kobulinsky, George; 24-Rowe, Henry F.; 
31-Ambromovage, Alex W. ; Przybylik, Paul J. ; Yorski, Victor; 
32-Yanord, Ralph ; 34-Landis, Levi C. ; 36-Sloan, Wayne 
W.; 44-Gilsleider, George 0 .; 47- Whyne, John M.; SO-
Albert, Harry E. , Jr.; 73-Dombrowski, Stanley; Johnson, 
Donald A.; Meckley, Patricia A. ; Miller, Richard L. ; 76-Borrelli, 
James A.; Hecker, Raymond ; 77-0mlor, Robert H.; 78-
Ramsey, John W.; BO-Cromwell, John J. ; Saunders, L.R.; 
B2-Donohoe, James H.; B5--Markowski , Walter E.; McGuin
ness, James; 102-Martin, Arthur R.; Motz, Leonard J.; 110-
Jacobs, Harvey T.; 115--Laiso, Frank; 119--Maceiunas, 
Joseph A.; 125--Dempsey, Edward B.; 127; Shumaker, Artha 
E. 

2-Pano, Rafael 8 . 

55--Donate, Juan. 

Philippines 

Puerto Rico 

Rhode Island 
10-Cabana, Clifford J.; Clifford , Norman A. ; Patalano, 

Nicola; 13-Allsop, Jean; LaMora, Joseph L.; Lazar, John R. ; 
Proulx, Lester J. ; Roccabello, John J.; 17-Campbell, George 
M.; 22- Detonnancourt, Omer E. 

South Carolina 
1-Dill, Corthern O.; Miles, Charles; Woodruff, William, Jr. ; 

3-Javier, Ferdinnand R.; 17- Gordon, Earl F.; Ward, Euton 
E.; 28-High, James H.; McFarland, J.B., Sr. ; 40-Johnson, 
Hoke S.; 44-Dennis, Harold. 

South Dakota 
1- Colwill, Harry E.; Diekman, Fred H.; Duffy, Laurence B.; 

3-Cross, Cassius N.; 7-Kollmqr, Aaron E.; 20-Kallenber
ger, Ernie T. 

, Tennessee 
3-Armes, Grover S.; Dunn, Edward F.; 13-Fagan, John 

O.; 21 - Wrenn, James E., Sr. ; 38-Rhoten, Vernon H.; 39-
Crosswhite, Roby C.; Purvis, William I. ; 70-Churchman, 
Charles L. ; Cornelius, Ira E. ; Sanders, Robert E., Jr.; 91-
Crowley, Thomas H. 

Texas 
1-Williams, Austin ; 2-Abbott, Maurice L. ; Cox, Walter J.; 

Del, Toro Grabel ; Eldred, Bennie; Lofland , Price A. ; McNealy, 
Herbert P.; Zschiesche, Edgar L. ; 6-Collier, William M.; 10-
Sekulic, Phil; 11-Rowden, Floyd; 14-Butcher, William E.; 
16-Russell, Charles E.; 20-Brewer, Alvin C.; Hathaway, 
Emory A. ; Ramsey, Charles L. ; 21 - Roberts, Frank L.; 31-
Plimmer, Charles C.; 32-Wallace, William T.; 42-Patridge, 
O.S.; 44-Charness, Casey, Sr.; 45--Dickens, Walter E.; 54-
Clontz, Roy L. ; Ford, Calvin L. ; Shourd, Lou,s A. ; 55--Blum, 
Earl ; Marsh, James H.; Miller, Joseph; Vayon, John B.; Wat
kins, Hartwell R.; 61 - Bonorden, Malcolm; Bremer, Marcus 
M.; 63-Robinson, Claude A.; B1-Lewis, Arlie F.; 95--Daly, 
Lynn; 101-Hollaway, George I.; 113-Lindsey, James V.; 
158-Woodin, Woodrow L. ; 163-Laughner, Kenneth G.; 
165--Loewenstein, Albert G. ; 167- Roberts, Calvin E.; 175-
Templeton, Nimie D. ; 1B8-Barron, Hurshel L.; Hobbs, Jess; 
Massengale, Z.L. ; Swain , Floyd S. ; 197-Watkins, Dixie L.; 
198-Glenn, Calvin 8 ., Jr.; Lackey, James A.; Piper, Charles 
W.; 203-Trevino, Oscar R. 

Utah 
6-Gage, Earle E.; King , Albert E.; Schmidtke, Albert; 9-

Mortensen, Gary W. ; Stevens, Don E. 
Vermont 

6-Dukette, Francis A.; 7-Cone, Bernard L.; 15--Cleveland, 
Charles N. 

Virginia 
2- Akers, Norman D.; 3-Cratt, Carl C. , Epperly, Harless 

C.; Gordon, Walter D.; Hutchinson, Ezra R. ; Lucado, Huey W.; 
Smith, Basiel M.; 5--Mason, William F., Sr.; Umphlette, Wil
liam B.; 8-Carson, Milton D.; Hughes, Eugenne 0. ; 10-
Sastri, Louis P. ; Tate, Vernie E. ; 11-Hedrick, Dale C. ; Murray, 
Ralph E. ; 17- Shavender, Wilbur M.; Stickley, Marvin S. ; 22-
King, Rodney L.; 23-Bowen, Ivan L. ; Hundley, Kermit R. ; 
Spence, Silas W.; 26-McGowan, James D.; 29--Boyd, Ervin 
M.; Genadopoulas, M.J.; Workman, James J. ; Young, James 
W.; 30-Via, Roy L.; 35--Kerr, Howard E.; 44-Rice, John H.; 
Waitman, Clitton K. ; 47-Johnston, Virgil S. ; Juge, James J. ; 
SO-Hastings, John F. ; 52-Goard, Raymond R. 

Washington 
1-Aslaender, Harold R.; Morgan, Walter J.; 5--Murphy, 

John E. ; 6-Dolan, Eugene J.; Glick, James M., Sr.; Lautens
chlager, W.; 9--Gill, Chris G.; Palmquist, Sam; 10-King, 
Albert E. ; 13-Robinson, Bertram T.; 17-Shadle, Glen M.; 
1B-Burns. J. Bruce; Odum, Richard A.; 19--Anderson, 

chaplain's 
corner ... 

January 1982 
" Lest old acquaintances be forgot, 

and never brought to mind " . 
Familiar words we hear sung as we 
usher in a new year. 

These words tell us something im
portant . We are told to don't forget!!! 
Don ' t forget those of the past who have 
been part of our lives , people whom we 
have loved, by whom we have been 
loved. Remember those who have 
been part of our lives , who have been 
responsible for who we are, what we 
are. Words of wisdom, coming into 
our lives at the changing of the year, 
when we pause at a moment in time, 
looking forward to the unknown future 
... Looking backward with a grateful 
memory. 

Our beloved DAV subscribes to this 
wisdom of '' lest old acquaintances be 
forgot. " We never forget those who 
have gone before us in the DAV , be it 
in the past year, be it in all the years 
past. We need the memories of these 
who have gone before us in the DAV to 
remind us of their work, which laid the 
fou ndations of what we proudly pos
sess today . 

Disabled veterans cannot forget 
their past. Their disability is with them 
at all times and places. No disabled 
veteran asked for a disability . They 
accept that which they cannot change, 
and live with it. 

At the beginning of 1982, we of the 
DAV send up our prayer to the Lord of 
all creation . .. To the God of history 
... To the all-loving timeless God of 
mercy and love . We ask Him for His 
blessings in the forthcoming year . . . 
We ask for peace in the world, and we 
pray that to all DAVers the year of 
1982 will bring joys and happiness 

Amen. 

Fr. Thomas J. Meersman 
DAV National Chaplain 

Albert; Reitan, Martin ; 21 - Urych, Stanley; 22-Aldrich, Kirk 
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West Virginia 
2-White, James A. ; 16-Van Kirk, Woodrow M. ; 18-Staf

ford, Carl W.; 33-Hall, Henry L. 
Wisconsin 

1- Januchowski, Theodore; Lansinger, Frank; Sarge, Wal
ter J.; 2-Beutler, Marvin R. ; 6-Mecca, Rodger; 8-Schulte, 
Kenneth I. ; 10-Garton, Raymond E.; Olstad, Al R.; 20-
Larsen, Robert F.; McLean, James A.; Zinkel, Roland; 27-
Konis, John A.; 46-Wolff, Frederick R.; 48-Prior, Clifford W. ; 
49--Lechnir, Thomas R.; 57-Stricker, Harry C.; 64-Bonk, 
Julius S. 

Wyoming 
2-Tafoya, Joe M.; 4-Funkhouser, Vern C.; 8-Daniels, 

Edward L.; Smith, Otis E. 



Treat yourseH to 
cold weather comfort 

with a DAV jacket 
The days are getting shorter, the breezes a little nippier. Cold weather is on 
its way. And a stylish, official DAV jacket is just the answer for keeping out 
the cold. Lined for warmth and comfort, the jacket is styled to offer complete 
freedom of movement. And it features a sharp, sporty, up-to-date look. 
Order yours today so that you'll be ready for those colder months ahead! 

For a change of pace, try the white DAV 
jacket of Oxford nylon 2-ply thickness, 
water repellent. The DAV emblem is im
printed in blue. White pile lining , quilted 
sleeves, slash pockets , snap button 

The DA V's blue jackets sport a gold DAV 
emblem and are lined with 100 per cent 
acrylic pile lining. Stylish slash pockets, 
snap button front , elastic cuffs and com
fortable raglan sleeves are featured . It's 

front and elastic cuffs. It's washable ... dry cleaning not 
recommended . . . 

washable .. . dry cleaning not recommended .. . 

__ small 

__ Medium 

__ Large 

_)(-Large 

_xx-Large 
__ XXX-Large 

_)(XXX-Large 

ORDER FORM-DAV JACKET 
(check or money order only) 

(34-36) . .. . .. ... ... ...... . . $25.00 Send to: Supplies Dept. 
DiSabled American Veterans 

(38-40) · · · · • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · $25·00 P.O. Box 14301 
(42-44) . ... .. . ... . . . .. ... .. $25.00 Cincinnati, OH 45220 
(46-48) .. . . . . . . .. ... . . .... . $25.00 

(50-52) .. ... . .... . . . . .. . .. . $26.00 

(54-56) .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . ... .. $28.00 
(Name) 

(58-60) . . . . . . . .. .. .. . ... ... $29.00 (Street Address or Box) 

Check Color : Blue_ White __ Amount Enclosed $___ (Cit~) (State) (Zip) 
Fully guaranteed against defects in quality and workmanship or full price refunded within 30 days. 

Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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Survey Pressed on Itlness of Atomic Veterans 
I 

veterans cap be surveyed, effects of the 
atomic testing program may nev.e~ be 
known, Mrsl Kelly said. "We need to 
~ from al of them 1h brder to put the 

BURLINGTON, Iowa, Jwte 18 (AP) 
- When Orville i;;. Kelly died of cancer 
In 1980, he left a wife, two children-and a 
group that represents some of the 
"atomic veterans " the servicemen ex
posed ti> radiation In American tests of 
nuclear weapons. 

Today Mt. Kelly's widow, Wanda, 
,leads a drive to find those servicemen, 
whose numbers are estimated at 
220,000. From a cramped office In the 
basement of her home, she tracks down 
the veterans and their children. · 

"lbis is our national headquarters," 
Mrs. Kelly saiii all she sidestepped flies 
fllled with names and medical histories 

of servi=en who participated In might have been caused by their serv-
atomlc tests In Nevada and the Pacific ice, · 
from 1945 to 1962. · ' "The v .A. says these~ tlld not re-

"Wfiat we're dcilqg is looking for clwi- celve enough radiation to even WottY 
ters bf il~," said Mrs. KeUy, who aboUt," said Mrs. Kelly, who cites i 
now rwtS the National AssiiciadOn of survey by the associittlon that foimd ab. 
Atomic Veterans. "Like men who normally high Incidences of cancer and 
serv~onones!!fpwhoareaJHlyingofa other illnesse!I In a: group of 700 veter-
certain llll1ess. ans. , 

· . Mrs. Kelly said niruty veterans who 
A Dlffleult Task suffered Illnesses later In life fail tocon-

. The task has not been easy. The nect them with their military service. 
Veterans · Administration has denied In addltiod, miscarriages and l>lrih lie
most of the dlsa:bility cOOms of atomic fects are clifflctllt to trace to radlatlon 
veterans, and many veterans refuse to eJIP.OStlcre •. 
believe il1nesses and birth defects But unless a large number of atomic 

11'hole story together. 1, . 

v.A, R~ Somecta1ms 

Tl!Stln1ony froltl N,A.A.V. 'dlembers 
has helped atomic vetenihs lta1n recog. 
hltioh from the Government. The ~er
ans Achrilitlstratlotl agreed In April to 
provide treatment of lllnesses that 
might have been caused by eiq,osoi:e. 
By the end of May, the agency had re
ceived more than 3,300 claims for disa
bility compensation for atolnic veter
ans and had awarded coltlpenslition to 
69ofthem. 

Mrs. Kelly's husband was iold he had 
terinlnaUymphatic cancer In 1973. As 

' 

Preservation opy 

an Aqny commander, Mr. Kelly wit. 
nessed 22 atomic weapons tests iii the 
Pacific 1n·1957 and 1958. When be wliS 
d!!Died disability compeJl!laJjon, he and 
hlS wife founded the association. 

The V.A. approved Mr. Kelly's dlsa
blllty .claim In November 1979, seven 
months before he died. "He *as W 
volved for a few mooths, theri becliine 
real Ill," Mrs. Keilysald. "And l'vehli! 
It ever since." 

Mrs. Kelly now employs five peopl'i 
here and three In arl office recently 
opened 1n Washington, D.c. 

"When we first started we had one 
desk and a little file cabinet with 150 
names," she said. The association's 
membership now Includes some 8,000 
veterans and their relatives or survi
vors. 
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·Atomic 
·veterans 

. ·iJ.s.Army 

Soldiersface qway from atomic sh~t Smokey ~nAlfg~ 3_1, ·1957. 

AGENT ORANGE victims thought 
.· they had retired the cup in the raw 
ieal division. They are being hard pressed 
for the trophy by 'another group of vet
erans who also in line of duty were exposed 
to dangers they were neither warned about 
nor protected against. · 

These are World War II veterans whose 

Mary McCrory 
·. RADIATION 

service to their country took them to 
"ground zero" during those years when the 
United States was enth~iastically testing 
its new,toy, the atomfobomb. ; 

For 10 years, the government denied 
, that Agent Orange was responsible for the 
mysterious ail.r:nents, ranging from skin · 
rashes to birth defects in their.· children, 
which · Vietnam veterans brought home · · 
with them. 

' . 
•. ;See McGRORY, Page C3i 

Mary McGrory is a. Washington 
Post columnist. · · :;: ·, ... ,> · : \'.,, · 

~ ,_~ ... ),.'.~~~( m ~ .. ~•••L:t.::."• / 

The Newest Raw, Deal for Our VeterallS, 
McGRORY, From Page Cl 

But now that it has had to buy Times 
Beach, the Missouri town which dioxin made 
unfit for human h~bitiation, the government 
.can no longer insist that dioxin is really not a 
health hazard. 

· Heroic efforts in Congress ,von the veterans 
treatment for Agent Orange in VA hospitals. 
Rep. Tom Daschle (D-S.D.) has introduced a 
bill · for compensation for them. A study 
which the VA sat on for three years is now in 
the hands of the Center for Disease Control. 

But for the atomic veterans who decades 
____ a_g_o_w_e-re or er to areas saturated with· 

radiation, the fight has just begun. They or
ganized themselves as the National Associa
tion of Atomic Veterans only four years ago 
.and opened a Washington office in February. 
The VA wouldn't treat them, rejected their 
claims and. clings to the official view that a 
little radiation won't hurt you. 

• • The veterans' first order of business is to 
have their own Memorial Day. They have a 
bill in Congress to make July 16, the anniver
sary of the first atomic bomb testing in the 
United' States, Atomic Veterans Commemo
rative Day. People tell them · they should 
spend their time pushing for tangible expres
sions of gratitude. Apparently, from 30 years 
of official callousness they have a deep need 
for an acknowledgement of their existence. 

Of the 3,400 claims for atomic · exposure 

filed by atomic veterans, only 69 have been · 
honored. ' ·. · · 

When the bureacrats are asked why they 
could honor 69 and not the rest, the answer 
was that they have to study each individual 
case. Sen. Alan Cranston (D-Calif.) pressed 
the VA to upgrade the priority for treating 
atomic veterans. But a directive frorir VA 
leaves it to the discretion of local doctors to 
decide whether a veteran's ailments are re
fated to the effects of ionizing radiation. 

But a new report, commissioned by the 
Committee for International Radiation Rese
searc an :-Training nst1tute, may put an ' 
end to all that. 

The work of Dr. · Arjup Makhijani and 
David Albright, the report is based on the. 
papers of Col. Stafford Warren, a doctor who, 
was the chief of the Radiological Safety Sec
tion at Operation Crossroads, experimental 
underwater blasts, the second of which took 
place at Bikini on July 25, 1946. Forty-two 
thousand American servicemen were in-
volved. · 

Dr. Warren died last year and left his 
papers to the UCLA library, where they, were 
discovered by an atomic veteran. · His account 
shows that the precautions taken for the men 
were minimal. Film badges, which record the 
levels of radiation, were issued only to a few; 
and many of them have been lost. What is 
clear is that safety measures were subordi
nate to what was called "a hairy -chested" ap
proach to testing the blo~busters the U.S. 

alone Possessed at the time. · ~ ·. 
On the day of the test, code named 

"Baker," the men were sent into the radioac- , 
tive lagoon and the beaches to measure radio- · 
activity and retrieve instruments. Nob9dy 
knew how to decontaminate a ship, but the 
men were ordered aboard within three days 
of the explosion to clean them· up. The target 
ships were so contaminated, most of them 
had to be sunk. · 

"The tolerarice limits at Bikini were m~re 
than 5,000 times the allowable limit of 5 mil
lirems per ear that has been set b the Nu
c ear egu atory ommission for nuclear 
power plant operators," according to the re
port. The Nuclear Defense Agency, nonethe
less insists that in all atomic tests, "exposur~s 
generally were .well within established radia
tion exposure limits, and there was no reason 
to expect any increased health risk." 

A recent NAVA survey of its 12,500 mem
bers showed a 39 percent incidence of cancer. 

At a hearing last week, Gen. Harry Griffith, 
director of the Nuclear Defense Agency, was 
questioned abo~t the radioactive report. He 
hadn't read it, he said. 

He was further asked, why his agency had 
not studied such •basic documents as those ' of 
the medical officer at Operation Crossroads'. 

An aide piped up brightly, "We can't go 
looking in everybody's garage." . 

The atomic veterans have become the vet
erans that the govf1r,1ment woulcf 111ost like to 
forget on MemoriaTIDay. 
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Atomic Veterans 
T WO GENERATIONS of veterans are complain

ing that they are being treated unfairly by the 
government when it comes t.o health and disability ~e 
for injuries that may be service-related. Vietnam vet
erans, who;e duties required them t.o come int.o contact 
with the herbicide Agent Orange, claim that a wide 
range of illnesses, from skin disease t.o birth defects, has 
been caused by the chemical. They want medical treat
ment and more information on the predictable effects 
of exposure, and some want permanent disability pay. 

Less noticed until recently was a group of vet
erans who served a generation earlier and who par-

. ticipated in the early testing of atomic weapons in 
the western states and in the Pacific. According to a 
doctor at the Communicable Disease Center in At
lanta who studied one group of these veterans, the 
incidence of leukemia in the sample is significantly 
higher than it is in the general population. Thou
sands of "atomic veterans" have filed disability 
claims for illness they blame on exposure to radia
tion, but the VA has approved only 29 of them. 

Disability is a difficult claim to establish and an 
. expensive one to cover. Each case must be consid

ered individually-in both the Agent Orange and 
the atomic test cases-and a specific connection 
demonstrated between exposure and illness. The 

/
.,,, _, 

extent of disability must-·be assessed and·, once it is 
established, the government assumes a permanent 
and costly liability. But medical care and informa
tion are easier to provide. Broad rules can be ~rit
ten and presumptions made in favor of the veteran. 

For two years, medical care has been provided for 
the Agent Orange vets, and work has been undertaken 
on an epidemiological study of the effects of the 
chemical on human health. Until this week, however, 
no such help has been offered to the older veterans. 
Now the VA has announced that free health care will 
be given in government hospitals to all the atomic-test 
veterans who;e illnesses might have been caused by 
exposure. It will ~ assumed that unless an illness is 
one for which another cause has been demonstrated, it 
has been caused by radiation. 

These veterans, just as the Agent Orange veterans, 
~ need information about the possible dangers of 
having been exposed. If there is a disproportionate in
cidence of cancer in this group, all need to be warned. 
Steps can be taken to adjust life styles and minimize 
the risk; early warning signs can be caught; prompt 
treatment may save lives. And, of course, if clear epi
demiological evidence is produced that these men 
have in fact suffered injuries that are service-connect
ed, disability claims can be filed and must be paid. 
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Lt. Gen. Harry A. Griffith, director of the Defense Nuclear Agency, tells the Senate 
Veterans Affairs Committee his agency has compiled 31 volumes documenting tests 
in the aboYe-ground series and expects to publish another nine this year. 

soon $~c&Diz ~CUJBC!:Ocell§UDeS 
For ~;e; cd)a~uacwtro ~M000ug~ 
WASHINGTON-How the Veterans Ad
ministration handles claims for com
pensation from veterans exposed to 
ionizing radiation is an issue sur
rounded by medical unknowns and pro
cedural consequences. 

While the agency claims it needs the 
.. flexibility" to assess each case on an 
individual basis. Sen. Alan Cranston 
(D., Calif.), ranking minority member 
of the Senate Veterans Affairs Commit
tee, has introduced legislation requiring 
VA to delineate the factors it will take 
into consideration in deciding who is 
granted compensation (Sen. Cranston's 

. bill also would apply to agent orange 
cases). 

The Cranston proposal addresses one 
of the main concern expre sed by 
"atomic veterans" about the VA com
pensation process: that agency deci
sions are arbitrary and inconsistent. and 
that veterans have no way of knowing 
how the agency will approach a claim. 

So far VA has granted compensation 
to 29 veterans claiming exposure to 
ionizing radiation, Dr. D. Earl Brown, 
associate deputy chief medical directo(, 
elated in testimony before the Senate 

Veterans Affairs Committee. 
Sen. Cranston's bill would require the 

agency to go through a formal rule mak
ing process- complete with a hearing at 
-- • '-- ~ - I _ ~ I 1• •. • 

deciding on the factors it intends to use 
in making compensation judgments. 

Its final rules would have to be pub
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER . 

The issue of V A's compensation deci
sion process in radiation cases has been 
simmering for several years. coming to a 
boil when the National Veterans Law 
Center filed suit against the agency on 

(Continued on page /4) 
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(Continued from page 3) 
grounds that documents disseminated 
by VA to its adjudica tion boards consti
tuted a set of guidelines for ma king 
compensa tion rul ings. 

The documents consist of a report on 
current scienti fic theories a bout the 
relationship between radia tion expo
sure and subsequent deve lopment of 
disease, a me mora ndum of und ersta nd
ing between VA and the Defen se 
Nuclear Agency for information o n vet
erans' exposure levels and guidance on 
how regional offices should send copies 
of their decisions about service connec
tion to central office. 

VA has maintained tha t the docu
ments in question were merely informa
tional, and not the basis for making 
these decisions. 

However, a U.S. district judge ruled 
in favor of the veteran s group and 
ordered VA to publish the documents as 
proposed rules under terms of the 
Administrative Procedures Act. 

Vol. 19, No. 9 

VA has done so, and has accepted 
comments on the documents . Final 
publication of these documents will sec 
them in much different form, however. 
a VA spokesman told U.S . MEDICINE. 

"There still are a lot of policy deci
sio ns to be made," he said. "We expect 
to have a fina l version ready to go to the 
Office of Ma nagement and Budget for 
a pprova l th is month. 

"The fina l rule will look quite differ
ent from the documents , which we pub
lished word-for-word because that's 
what we thought the court wanted us to 
do. 

"The final version will ·be more in the 
form of rules," the VA official sa id. 

He said he does not know if publica
tion of these rules will satisfy.Sen. Cran
ston's legislative requirement for 
rulcma king, should it be enacted. 

"It's poss ible we would have to go 
through the whole process again," the 
official said. "It's not clea r to us whether 
he wants us to define the cases we will 

Page 2 

allow or state what considerations we 
will use in making decisions." 

A member of Sen. Cranston's staff 
said the final rules due from VA proba
bly will satisfy the requirements of the 
proposed legislation. 

"Wha t we want is a way to have all 
these considerations (involved in gra nt
ing compensation) sorted and weighed," 
he explaincd- "othcr than th rough a 
congressional hearing." 

However, he noted, a similar bill 
introduced by Sen. Cranston last ses
sion which applied only to a gent orange 
cases was not accepted by the House. 
It's possible that this yea r's version, 
which applies to both age nt orange and 
ionizing radi ation cases, may meet . a 
similar fate , he said. · 

The House objections reportedly 
stem from the requirement for forma l 
rulemaking, which includes a provision 
that the final regulations can be 
reviewed in court if a group believes 
they do not reflect the public comments 

.......... -
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secured in the rulemaking process. 
"We could end up with everything 

tied up in the courts," one House staff 
-member observed. 

During the Senate hearing, Dr. 
Brown stated V A's opposition to other 
legislation introduced by Sen. Cranston 
to require an epidemiologic study of 

· ionizing radiation's effects simi lar to the 
one now being conduc~ed for agent 
orange. 

Dr. Brown related that the Inter
agency Radiation Research Committee, 
established in 1980 as a "clearinghouse" 
for fed eral radiation research efforts, 
already is considering the concept of 
such a study. 

·If this committee concludes such a 
study would be useful, it will be un1cr
takcn and therefore mandatory legisla
tion i~ not needed , Dr. Brown said. 

He also labeled unnecessary a pro
. posal in the bill to require a comprehen
sive · review of literature on the adverse 
health effects of ionizing radiation. 

Dr. Brown pointed out that such 
reviews already arc being made by the 
United Nations Scientific Committee 
on the Effects of Atomic Radiation 
(UNSCEAR), the National Aca_dem~ of 
Sciences Committee on the 81olog1cal 
Effects of Ionizing Radiation (HEIR) 
and other groups. 

One of the ~itriesses at the hearing. 
Edward A. Martell, PhD, who took 
part in four nuclear te~t series as_ a 
member of the Armed Forces Special 
Weapons Project, was highly critical of 
the dose reconstructions used by VA in 
trying to determine se rvice connection 
in ionizing radiation claims. 

VA uses dose reconstructions pro
i vided by the Defense Nuclear Age~cy. 
j Dr. Martell said the DNA technique 

is based on film badges used to record 
radiation levels during the test series. 
However, he asserted, this method does 
not take into account the radioactive 
particles tha t may have been _inhaled by 
test participan ts, nor docs 1t measure 
the higher doses to the extremities_ 

11 ,: said 1>0!1\ .. in 111ak111g 1h du~\: 
reconstructions. uses the pre-operati on 
plans developed for the tests - but ~ot 
always followed. Consequently, he sa,d. 
some persons could have received doses 
higher than these plans indicat~. . . 

Dr. Martell suggested tha t 10111Z1ng 
radiation is responsible for speed ing up 
the aging process. thus causin_g cancers 
at • younger ages and produc!ng other 
diseases such as atherosclerosis. 

Lt. Gen. Harry A. Griffith, USA, 
director of DNA, testified that his 
agency is in the process of analyzing 
internal doses for those tests where 
potential for such exposure existed. 

Results of these analyses should be 
available by the end of this year, he ~aid. 

Dr. Glyn G. Caldwell, dep~ty _direc
tor of the chronic diseases d1v1s1on of 
the Centers for Disease Control. testi-

. fied that he found, in conducting a retro
spective epidemiological study of 
participants in the 1957 Smoky nuclear 
test, a level of leukemia deaths that was 
three times the rate expected (9 were 
found compared to 3.1 expected) . 

However, he noted, the level of 
deaths in general was lower than 
expected (J20 compared to 365 expect~ 
ed) and the level of cancer deaths was at 
the expected level (64 compared to 64.3 
expected). · . 

One other disease has been found at a 

rate that is statistically significant. he 
related: four cases of po lycythcmia vera 
were found, compared to on:y one 
expected. 

I "This dis~ase. which is characterized 
l by an inappropriate increase in the 
j number and production of red blood 
, cells has not been shown to he caused 
; ' 
; by ionizing radiation ," he noted, 
1 however. 
l · Dr. Caldwell said a protocol for a 
1 25-year followup of Smoky pa rticipants 
; currently is being prepared. ln addition, 
· he noted other studies arc being done by 
1 the National Academy of Sciences/ Na-

- ------- -- - ·----
!. testing received higher doses of radia
,. tion (a n average of I rem) than those 

who were part of the occupation forces 
(100 millirads), he said . 

However, he said. even these higher 
exposure levels (some participants may 
have received as much as 5 rem) were 
not enough to produce detectable dis
ease. unless both the UN CEAR and 
BEIR committees are wrong in their 
estimates. 

"The United National Scientific 
Committee on the Effects of Atomic 
Radiation, in its 1977 report, asserted 
that the lifetime risk of radiation-

tional Research Council. 
Seymour Jabl on, project offiL·er for 

some o f those studies, told the Senate 
committee that leukemia. tumors and 
thyroid nodules at present are the only 
adverse effects tha t have been demon
strated for ionizing radiation. 

He said a study is being conducted of 
the possibility that multiple mycloma is 
occurring at excessive rates in veterans 
who were members of the Naga saki 
occupat io n forces. That study should be 
finished within two months, he related . 

It unques tionably is true that veter
ans exposed to atmospheric nuclear 

induced leukemia at low doses is less 
than 50 cases per million persons per 
rad ," J ab lon related . 

"If that is true , the excess found by 
Dr. Caldwell... would be produced by an 
average dose of about 34 rads, which is 
more tha n 20 times any es timates that 
have been made of the actual average 
exposures," he noted. 

This discrepancy currently is being 
studied by NAS, he related. Mortality 
experience of more than 50,000 partici
pants in five test series are being exam
ined, with a preliminary report expected 
by mid-summer, he said . 
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: . !.. appendicitis, inguinal hernia). 
( \· . .. · The new guidelines on radiation 
l .' exposure contain these same criteria. 
; . - The reason treatment for "atomic vet-
! ~ erans" at first was limited to only two 
t .-· -. conditions is that .. we thought Congress 
: . . was taking into account the differences 
'! : : . in what was known about the health 
· · · effects of radiation and agent orange 

· 1 · · exposure," one VA official explained. 
.. We know a lot about radiation, but 

f very little about agent orange." he 
noted. (Both conditions previously 

,,., : ·· cited in the circular are known to be 

J 

I 
I. 
J . 
i 

!. 
1 
' f 
I 

associated with radiation exposure.) 
. However, he said, Sen. Alan Cran

ston (D., Calif.), ranking minority 
member of the Senate Veterans Affairs 
Committee, pointed out to the agency 
that it was not implementing the law the 
same way for the two groups of 
veterans-and the law provides for no 
such differentiation. 

Consequently, VA administrator 
Harry N. Walters made the decision 
'that the guidance concerning veterans 
exposed to ionizing radiation should be 
changed, the official said. 

In fact, the revised circular was signed 
the same morning that the Senate Veter
ans Affairs Committee held a hearing 
on VA's policies concerning veterans 
exposed to radiation. 

At the hearing, Dr. D. Earl Brown, 
associate deputy chief medical director, 
announced that the new guidelines 
would be published for comment in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. 

Upon questioning by committee 
chairman Sen. Alan Simpson (R., 
Wyo.), Dr. Brown related that about 

. 5,000 veterans have contacted VA seek
ing examinat ions on grounds they had 
been exposed to ionizing radiation dur
ing military service. Of these, about 
4,000 actually were examined, he said. 

However, he added, some of these 
veterans had sought care before Con
gress passed the legislation deal ing with 
ionizing radiation. "We don't know 
exactly how many have responded to 

· that law," he told Sen. Simpson. 
A VA press spokesman, Ozzie Garza, 

told U.S. MEDICINE there is no way the 
agency can determine how many veter
ans alleging radiation exposure have 
been denied treatment. · 

.. Physicians are not · asked to report 
on those they turn away," he explained. 
·"But physicians tend to be very sympa
thetic, so it wouldn't be very many," he 
added. 
- "Besides," he said, if large numbers of 
veterans had been denied treatment "we 
would be hearing from them. We 
haven't heard from many." 

Garza said about 1,400 veterans alleg
ing radiation exposure currently are 
receiving treatment in VA facilities
though not necessarily for a condition . 
directly related to that exposure. 

Sen. Cranston praised Walters for his 
decision to amend · the guidelines pn 
treating veterans exposed to ionizing 

. radiation and to publish them for public 
comment. 

However, he continued, .. there can 
hardly be euphoria over the V A's grudg
ing agreement-17 months after the law 
was enacted and only after repeated 
·urging-to carry out the Jaw as Con
gress intended." 

Dr. Brown, in his testimony, noted 
that VA since 1978 has been providing 
examinations for veterans who partici
pated in nuclear weapons testing. 

In March 1979, he related, VA and 
the Defense Nuclear Agency b:!gan a 
program of notifying and examining 
veterans with recorded external ioniz- · 
ing radiation doses exceeding 25 rem. 
This program subsequently was ex- · 
panded to include all weapons test par
ticipants with annual radiation doses in 
excess of 5 rem. 

In addition, VA is compiling a regis
try of veterans exposed to radiation. 

The revised circular issued la st 
month, like its agent orange counter
part, asks that the veteran's exposure to 
ionizing radiation be documented if 
possible. However, if exposure can~ot 
be verified, the veteran's contention 
"will be accepted." 

"Health care personnel responsible 
for treating veterans for illnesses poten
tially associated with radiation expo
sure should be aware of developments 
in s~ientific and medical understanding 
of diseases for which treatment is being 
offered, including research on the etiol
ogy of the diseases." Dr. Brown said . 

''To this end," he related, "we are pre
paring a detailed manual for use by 
healt~ care _Personnel that will assist 
♦ I..----.,_•--- ••--• •- • - -- -- - - . ! .. L _ _ .J: _ .. : _ _ 
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/ Dr. Brown said the manual will pro- . 
"vide "examination protocols identifying 
organs or organ systems that should be 

· particularly examined ." 
It also will serve as a basic reference 

for physicians, he said. 
Sen. Simpson asked if VA has a con

' tinuing education program on the 
health effects of radiation. 

Dr. James J. Smith, director of the 
Department of Medicine and Surgery's 
nuclear medicine service, responded 

· that VA's manual will be used for con
tinuing education . In looseleaf form , it 
will be supplemented with monthly 
reviews of the literature obtained from 
the National Library of Medicine, he 
said. 

. ( John Smitherman, in testimony sub
mitted to the Senate committee (he did 
not appear in person because he was 
hospitalized), asserted that veterans 

. who have been granted care because of 
radiation exposure have become "both 
frustrated and angered" at the trea·t
ment they've received in the VA. 

Smitherman, president of the Na
tional Association of Atomic Veterans, 
said the "inevitable conclusion" his 
membership has drawn .. after years of 
neglect, misdiagnosis, poor treatment, 

Page 5 

lost and misplaced service and medical 
records. denial of their claims and cal
lous stonewalling" is that the govern
ment wants to suppress the facts about 
the nuclear weapons test series. 

"While the debate continues to rage 
over the health consequences of expo
sure to varying levels of ionizing radia
tion and medical records that either 
were never kept •or have since been lost, 
atom.ic veterans are being denied 
needed treatment from the VA,'' he 
asserted. 

He said 90 per cent of veterans seek
ing examinations to determine if their 
illnesses might be radiation-related 
receive a 15 to 30 minute check-up con-

· sisting of a chest x-ray, blood test and 
urinalysis . 

"Given the present state of technol
ogy, there exist more sophisticated diag
nostic procedures for ascertaining 
residua l radiation levels in the human 
body," Smitherman said. 

He said even though the list of condi
tions for which veterans can receive 
treatment is being expanded, many VA 
hospitals will not have the staff exper
tise or medical technology available to 
properly diagnose and treat these 
illnesses. 

I, 
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I n 1973, 0,ville. KEilly· of Burlingtoll, 
, -Iowa, was diag~~ ¥having~-- '.· 
· termi_~al f orip of lympha\ic cancer.' IJe 
. was 4i years -old. fie ~Id his wjfe, 
Wanda, that he believed the cancer was . 

· . -In 1979, the Kellys formed the , i. , "; 
~ Na~ional Assciciatiop of Atomic· . · '· : ., 
V~terans, to lobby on behalf of an · , 

1 estimate<\ 250,000·American iiervicemen,• , •~ 
· who were expQSed to radiation di.ding · . ,. 

the -occupation Qf Hiroshinw ahd £ . -'. ,' 1\ 
fiagasaki and during tpe atmQSp.heric · 

· WstA i~ the Pacific and the· ,.~erican 1 · 
~thwest between _.1946 and 1962.-,T~ey 
were exposed jlt a time 'when authorities · 
kqew little about the long:~rm dimg~rs -.' '.' 
f 

_,1· • • . . . . . ' ••.•. • •.•. 
, o ,, I~1atioq.•, ·. . , >; .\ . ,, , ·'. :. _;-,-:-r.. -~. '.' , ·· .• _: ·: 

i ' 1 ' t · ·. \' , ·• t • /f l ' 

rt:,. W~aid 1ft.: ~~t.ell 9( th~: :' V . .-; ' : ~ 
•. l! ~~tit>~,1. ije!\~~.:f◊f Atm~ph~rjc> ... -.; 
~tcb~ ·radiocliem1!lt wtto , , l. · ·, , 1 

, ~\~~iP.~ted in four ~J set_ies: 'i°~ the. . . 1 
-~~ly ·l95<ffl-::ftstiµe,d /lt. a t~~t ~ ~ . · 1 •. 
J:Q,ntressioµal hel,lririg _that fJ.lin badges , · caused by.ex~ive exposure to .. 

radiation,: Kelly, w,ho had been the Army 
coriunarider. of Japtan lsland.'in the - ._ . 
Pacific betw~n· l957'and 19£!&,'had ·· , ; 

worn by seryiqemen ,neat, ti)~: te&ting. t , ,l · ,1 

i \ sJt~~-,~_ften did n_~t•·tiroperly m~a.sur~ ~~~- · i 
,fJ19J~t10A. they,wet~ t;x~ to'.lJe · · 

· w~tnessed 22 detonations of nuclear · 
weapons . . · · · · 
. "Orville used ~ tell' me they'd swim in 

the lagQOn where they blew up the • · •. 
boinb,". says Wanda Ke1ly. "Testing took 
p~<:e all the, time, befor~ he got there. · 

. You know there was radiation -all over 
the place.~ · · 
· • brville .kelly began.filing claims 'with 
the Veterans Administration for· medical ' · 
treatment and disability compensation. 

. His-claims were denied becalis~-the ' 
illness had not shbwn up within a year. 
of •his discharge from the military,and 
l~qir, because he had ~Qt been exposed· 
to :enough radiation. 11He had to prove · 

, they'd only measured him for five · 
:.mQnt~," says Wa~~a K,:elly • . ·. 

_ .. beli~~~ t~ey may h~ve inhal¢ fl\)lout . 
1:.tMq1:J ~t1;1i,ng delayed ~~alth problema , 
-fQ}!·the.m an<! their4il~ren. _·_ .. · : r • 

f :Accor~ihg(tQ.the'. VA;·a.~2$'v~t;i~ns": ' 
. havf}·ij[ed for compemiation/tfas a-resu,lt , 
·~bf.;..lidiatipn exposure. Only 2,321 of • · 
·, the"! have sho~n medical .conditions 
req!uribg treatment: So _far; t\\e. VA. has 
all9w89 29 clai~s ~ ~ r~sµj~ o( il~grpic 
~ting and 65 claims ·as a result of ·_ ,i- ,., 

, radiation exposure ftom :other sour<;es. U · . 
has:all9wed·none of some·388·radiation 
cl~i~ -~y military_per82~nel in · · _ . 
ijiroshima and iNagaiialk · · 
· . It finally allowed Kelly's claim 'in ' . , . 
Nov@mber 1979. He died seven months 
later, but as .a result pf his• tenacity, ~is ·\ , 
widow is entitled to ipension, his four . 
cnildren are entitled to go to college on ,.. -

, the GI, bill; and the family to military 
health care. · · 

. t ' 

1 
.· Wanda Kelly ~Y.S h~_r ?rg13nizatiorr ' l • -l'he.S~na~ V!terans Oommittee has 

. haii.recently located.16 widows of . · e~dorsed legislation that'mandates a 
ve~rans .wh~:died ppeu,kemia, an~ ~2 lohg~~rm1'epi4e~iologfoal stu~y of the 

• -~ of pml~ip!~ myelorna, a dellflly atl)m1~ ye~ra~ 1q order to ge~ bettef 
form of •bone ·~ncer, among 500 vetera~ af!Swetj to ,some of the disturbing 
of .~iros~ma· ~d N~~ki ':¥ho have ~uestio_ns oo,irig ra~d. · Such a study will 

-~~ NAA V. Jo~t and ,muscle~ . ~ .costly and ~~e r~ord that .can_ be 
P.~Q!e~s llfe',~ ,bemg repo~t as ,well . a9.cum~la~ will at ,best be -. . 
as·,st1Jlq1rths, l;>1rth d~f~c~_and 1 • , • c1rcu~stantial. But it would provide 

,'mpr~es. ' '. , : '. : : . -: ,, · 1 · • 1 · . atomic ve~tans _a· IJ\UCh better idea ~han 
,. '·•lhe._only govern~ent,.stu~y dQne . ,: .: ther ha~e now a~ to what ~rice they and 
· -piooute<l_,~ -alarmi.ng fil!_.dm~. !'h~ - their ch1l~ren ll)ay have paid for their 
' ~ii~rs for D~ .Control .11tud1e<l .· . . . ex'posure. ' _ . 
·:.~~,a~ ex~ lll iugust -1~~7 to-a They didn't get much information 1 

. n~l~r'blast in Nevad~. ~t fuul)_q a_., . ·· y~ rs ago. 'l'hey deserve some now. 
. ,StL\wit\cally significa_nt mer~. m t)le ·. . , . . .. , · 
inc1dence bf leukemia, bu~ l\O inc~ m -------------•• 
:q~r Clll}Cers and a lower o~era!l _~~~th ~ 
ral:e than,could be-expected; , .. ,_ ·. .• 

\ . , ~ . ~ '• ' • ' I '·1 • I f • ·, •• ,. '· • f. ~;, ~: 
1 

, '•u··. 
1 
-~til recEintly, the VA treated only . , J 

· . . ··canciers or ,ttlyl'.Oid noqulij, \ylticti·, ·' 
are known· eff ~ts of radi~tion exposure, 

-'. as''Sbrvice-related illQel!Ses, Guid~lines . 
· issued· t~is month enable veter~s who 
were exposed to radiation in Japan pr 

. d\l\'ing the atpiospqerfo testfog programs 
, to;~ive, a physical, pod if-a me<lical 
,; pt1>ble_.n is

1

.iae~t4i~, it is ~P to the . 
physici~ ~ ~tablash that it was ca~ 
by. something !lth~r -~ban e~posure ~ . 
radiation. The·n~w !lPPl'9ach . . · / 
considerably broadens' the range of 
'illnesses that can be treated in VA (_ . . I . . 
f aciljties. . ~ . . . . ' . • 
. '. Except for' the CDC study, and for. , 
~a~ ~ing collec~ by NAAV, ther.e 1a . 

ber,y little known abotit·wha\ hllll : r happened to 'v~teran.s exposed to . 
· radiation and whether they are suffermg 
I statistically normal'or a~normal , 
: prpl>l~m& .. of rJ)proguct~~ _and agiµg. 
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Bob Farmer (left), "guinea pig" for two 1946 atomic tests at Bikini atoll (above), 
takes in tl1'e flag at his Steeleville, Ill., home. Right: Farmer's son Steven feeds 
grandson Steven Jr. Steven, 22, was born. without a hip and thigh. Four-month· 
old Steven Jr. seems healthy. Time will telt. (Sun-Times Photos by Pete Souza) 
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9·:reasons he can't f OrgCt 2 atomic blasts 
l I\ . . . . . . , . 

By Bruce Ingersoll 
'I II ~ Sun·llmN Correapondent~ . 
,~ ) - -

. STEELEVILLE, 111.-Sitting in the 
afternooq quiet of his kitchen, before his 
teenagers, come home from . school, Bob 
Farmer frequently finds himself haunted 
by memor~ of 1946. 

For him, there's no forgetting Operation 
1 ~ 0881'oods. · 

& the mol'Jllllg of July 1; ·1946, Robert 
}-.l Farmer was a 19-year-old sailor 'aboard 
a troop"'ahip off the Pacific atoll of Bikini, 
v.-~hen a far-off flyspeck of a B-29 bomber 
dr~ped·an atomic bomb on a target fleet 
of .,ar-~lua ships. . : 

H'~ ,md" his shipmates, though 10 .miles 
away~ ·'~re nearly bowled oyer by the 
shock '-W&'Ve& from the 23-kilot.on blast, the 
first j.n ~;11 ,aeries of postwar atomi.c tests in 
the Mlushall Islands. 

And> Ch~ ·we~ there for the second test 
on July 25, an underwater blast that flung 
old battleships sky high and left the sands 
and waters ·ot Bikini even , more radioac
tive. ~ediately after· each test, Farmer 
recalled, ~Y were ferried back into the 
Bikini lagoon and put aboard undamaged · 
or lig~if damaged target ships. 

Tod~fe•.: a nuclear pall hang~ over the 
Farmer household. . : . 

Farmer: 55, · fathered nine children. All 
nine, he maintained, suffer from some sort 
of ge~~fi~ defect or deformity .. One _boy 

. , 

was born without a hip and thigh. , with a heart deformity. . . of conflicting opinio~s. . 
. He blames the w~s. of his offspring on · • Patricla 28 had an 8-pound non-malig- · Some said it is possible-but not prob-

hi.s exposure to radiation. . · ' ' able-that the: genetic defects in his chil-
' 'There was nothing [genetically] wrong n~t tu~or remove~ from her abdo~fn ~t dren are the legacy of ·Bikini. · A few 
'th y -~ h 'd f 'ih f T " - age 15. It was as big as a basketball, said .doctors scoffed at the idea. , -

WIFarmemr sa~d1 e or er 81 e O
. e ami Y, her father. "The doctor told us it would 

1 h · all k l Others said it is likely that his exposure 
"I have five sisters and two brothers, ~ve even:u Y il -~d her." to low-level radiation is to blame for 

and there was nothing wrong with them or · .e Steven, 22/ was born with one knee some-but not necessarily all~ of his chil-
their children." . joined to his torso by flesh. Missing were · dren's medical troubles. Proving it, howev-

Farmer fervently believes that he was as his hip and thighbone. As a toddler, he er, would be virtually impossible, they 
· m14ch ~ "guinea pig" at Bikini as the learned to hobble around on a metal peg. · said. · 
• penned-in chickeps, goats and pigs on the He did not get his first artificial leg until To the dismay of Farmer and the Na-
target ships. · he was a first-grader. ·· tional Association of Atomic Veterans, the 

"They never told us one thing about "Steve's had almost as~ many operations Veterans Administration recently said, 
radiation," Farmer aaid of the Navy and [eight] as cats have lives., said ·Farmer. -"The weigh~ of the evidence is that ge~etic 
Pentagon. ~That's what really-makes you - · ' and congenital defects do not result from · 
bitter. I woµld never have nine children if • William, 21, baa small, cystlike bumps - low-level ·exposure.'-' 
I'd known all this was going to happen to all over his body, right under his skin. The VA's conclusion, said Glen Alcalay, 
them." ·, · ' scientifi<;/medical adviser to the atomic 

What has befallen them woµld fill a • M;ichael, 17 • has an irregular heartbeat veterans, ignores studies on the fate of the 
medical textbook: · and is developing the same sor_t of bumps Marshall Islanders, whose homeland was 

e Farmer's son, Robert Jr., 33, was born 
with a deformed· right lung, which inexpli
cably began hemorrhaging in 1978. "The 
fact is," the. junior Farmer said, "I almost 
drowned •in my own blood two years in a 
row." · , · · 

• Dianna, 32, has pronounced ridges on 
· her skull. She sometimes suffers from 

headaches so· severe she has to go ·to a 
hospital emergency room. · 

' . . . . 

• Victoria, 30, was born with her intes
tines attached to her female organs and 

, ' 

as William. · 

• Jeffrey, 15, underwent • surgery for an 
extra bone in his right leg. ·"Now he's got 
another bone that's started to grow in his 
leg," Farmer said. · . . . 

• Janet, -14, suffers a serious breathing 
probleJD. 

• • 
Over the years, Farmer has ·consulted 

with family doctors, medical specialists 
and the St. Loµis chl3-pter of Physicians for 
Social Responsibility, only to obtain a lot 

· _used for a proving ground . . 
· "Half of the exposed population suf-

- fered ·a rare .form of chromosome damage 
and a high number of birth defects showed 
up in their children," Alcalay said. ' 

Fifty percent of 700 atomic veterans 
·who responded in a recent survey reported 
having one or more children with signifi
cant birth defects, ·he said. The rate for 
the U.S. population is 4 to 5 _percent. 

. •· . . 
An armada of 200 ships and 150 aircraft, 

See ATOMIC, Page 20 
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Bikini test veteran remembers. 
life as ·atomic bomb 'guinea pig' .. 
Continued from Page 13 . . 
mann_ed by 42,000 servicemen ,µid civjlian ~cientists, took · , 
part m the two 1946 tests to assess the atomic · bomb's 
impact.on a naval fleet, according to a P!ctorial history ot J 
Operation Crossroads. published in 1946. -

"We' were tw~ or . three days ~t [ot Pearl Harbor] 
before the captain told us where we were headed " l 
Farmer recalled. ' 

Film ba~gea to measure radiation exposure were hand
ed out to some ·crews, he said, "but I never saw a badge; 

- nobody on my ship wu issued one." · 
His ship, the Cortland, ytas one ot th.e outlring target 

ehipa anchored in the .Bikini lagoon. _ 
. ' "'They'd detonate the bombs, and then -~e'd° j~st' g·o I 
'back in and live on our ships," said Farmer. "We had to , 
throw all our food overboard. They were afraid ot [radio-
active] contamination." . _.,, . • · [ 

The target shipe were washed down as a health precau- I 
tion, according to the pictorial history,' but· Farmer 
insisted his never was decontaminated. . . . 

"Intense and lasting radioactivity was produced in the 
water or lagoon [by the second test shot]," the history 
book said. "The ships, drenched by tons of water thro.wn 
up by the explosion, became similarly contaminated. The 
exter;it or such contamination prqved a matter-ot great 
interest.," · · . , . . ~ ; :.. ~ __ 

~ .- - ., . 

' 

' . , 
•' AB a small-boat operator, Farmer said, he frequently i 

got soaked by radioactive seawate'r-while ferrying people 
Jrom . ship to shore. · · · j -. . . \ 
. "W,e went swimming a lot," h~ also reme~pered. "We ,: 
laid m the sand, played ball, got drunk, wrestled, did , 
everything. There were no precautions. I guess that's why 
we were called guinea pigs. We just did the normal things 
tftat normal people do. 

"We wound up at the short end ot the stick." 
Farmer, like th9usands of other atomic veterans, is in ·• 

!ailing health. A heart attack forced him to retire as a · t 
truck driver 15 year~ ago. He since has developed diabe- ; 
tes. Two years ago, half ot his thyroid gland had to be 
removed. Thyro\d cancer is common among atomic veter- · 
ans. 

A VA doctor told Farmer the growth was not malig
nant, but he said he dqes not know what to believe. He 
,aid they operated only after his private doctors twice had · 
)detected it in X-ray scans and the VA doctors twice had 
been unable ~ find it. ,. __ 

"Sometimes I just sit · here by myself and get to 
thinking abQut all the tragedies my [late] wife and I have 
had with our kids," Farmer said. · . . 

"l'v~ had to quit work. I don't have [Teamsters health] 
insurance any more. There's no way in the world I could · 
afford medical help if something worse l\hould turn up 
with theµi." · . 

1 
· • At the request or the National Association ot Atomic · 
Veterans' Illinois chapter, Rep. Paul Simon (D-Ill.) has '. 

i · lptroduced a bill that would provide Cree medical care for ·1 
· atomic veterans' children afflicted with genetic defects. · 

,· If the bill stalls, Farmer said he fears the worse. · 
j "Man, I've lived my , life," he half-\Vhispers. "What I · 
! . worry about is those kids. You met them. They're a , 
1 · won~erful bunch ot kids." 
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. VA Finally Agrees 
To Free Medical· Care 
For 'Atomic Veterans' 

By Pete Earley 
Wa,tlln~ton Pool Stall Writer 

After 17 months of delay, the Vet
erans Ad~inistration yesterday 

. agreed to give free medical treat
ment _to military personnel who took 
part m open-air atbmic tests and 
whose illnesses might have been 
caused by exposure to radiation. 

The policy change, announced at 
a Senate Veterans' Affairs Commit
tee meeting, was a belated victory 
for the nation's "atomic veterans"_ 
a~ estimated 250,000 to 500,000 ser
v1cem~n who participated in atomic . 
tests m Nevada and the Pacific be
tween 1945 and 1962. 

Free medical care brings the vet
erans one step· clos~r to obtaining 
the same limited rights that the VA 
has granted reluctantly to Vietnam 
veterl!ns exposed to the defoliant 
Agent Orange. 
· But V ~ officials said the agency 
does . no~ mtend to soften its policy 
of .r?Jectmg most "atomic vets' ,, dis
ab1~1ty compensation claims. VA sci
?ntists sa:y they do not believe there 
is any evidence· that those veterans 
were exposed to enough radiation to 
suffer health problems. · 

!h~ . agency also said it opposes 
leg1slat1on requiring several VA 
~tudies of "atomic veterans," includ
ing one comparing the health of vet
erans exposed to radiation with 

. those who were not exposed. A sim
ilar study was ordered in 1979 for 
veterans exposed to. Agent Orange 
but has not yet been started. 

Congress ordered the VA in 1981 
to provide free health care to veter- , 
ans for any ailment that might rea
sonably be assumed to result from 
exposure to radiation or to Agent 
Orange. The VA began providing 
such care to veterans exposed to . 
Agent Orange, but it limited treat
ment for "atomic veterans" to those 
suffering from cancer or thyroid dis
eases. 

Those restrictions irritated Sen. 
Alan Cranston (D-Calif.)', who has 
repeatedly demanded that the VA 
chang~ its policy and yestercfay crit
icized it for taking 17 months "to 
carry out the law as Congress in
tended." 

A parade of witnesses, mostly 
from the National Association of 
Atomic Veterans, also denounced the 
VA for failing to enact standard pro-

cedures for dec1a1ng --when :"atomic 
veterans" _should receive disability 
compensation. 

A total of 2,067 "aiomic veterans" 
have filed claims for a variety of dis
abilities that they blame on exposure 
to radiation. The VA has approved 
29 of them. including 15 on appeal. 

VA officials acknowledged under 
questioning by Sen. Alan K. · Simp
son (R-Wyo.) that the agency had 
failed to develop standard criteria 
for deciding atomic veterans' disabil
ity claims. 

Cranston yesterday introduced a 
bill that would force the VA to draft 
such standards both for exposure to 
radiation and to dioxin-contami
nated herbicides such as Agent Or
ange. It also would require the VA to 
"resolve every reasonable doubt in 
favor of the veterans." 

In deciding disability claims, one 
factor used by the VA is the amount 
of radiation a soldier received as 
measured by a film·' detection badge 
worn during the test. A Defense De
partment witness said the badges . 
that show only a few servicemen re
ceived "significant" doses of radia
tion. 

But Dr. Edward Martel, who . 
helped plan some of the tests,. said 
the badges were unreliable, in part : 
because they did not measure how 
much contaminated air a soldier in
haled. 

A witness from the national Cen
ters for Disease Control in Atlanta 
also testified that a "statistically sig
nificant" increase in cancers and cer- ' 

I ~in bl~od diseases. had been found 
m soldiers who witnessed- a 1957 ' 
blast, even though the Army said the 
badges showed that none of the ser

"vicemen had received significant 
doses of radiation. 



April 24, 198, 

By Judy Mann 
\\"a, hington Pod Sercice 

WASHING TON - In 1973. Orville 
Kelly of Burlington, Iowa, was diag
nosed as having a terminal form of Jym
phatic cancer. He was 42 years old. He 
told his wife Wanda, that he believed 
the cancer was caused by excessive 
exposure to radiation. 

Kelly. who had been with the Army 
on Enewetak atoll in the Marshall ls
lands between 1957 and 1958. had wit
nessed 22 detonations of nuclear weap
ons. 

"Orville used to tell me they 'd swim . 
in the lagoon where they ' blew up the 
bomb," says Wanda Kelly. 

ORVILLE KELLY began filing 
claims with the Veterans Administra• 
tion for medical treatment and disabil
ity compensation. His claims were 
denied because the illness had not 
shown up within a year of his discharge 
from the military, and later, because he 
had not been exposed to enough radia
tion. 

In 1979, the Kellys formed the Na
tional Association of Atomic Veterans. 
to lobby on behalf of an estimated 250.-
000 American servicemen who were ex
posed to radiation during the occupation 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and during 
the atmospheric tests in the Pacific and 
the American southwest between 1946 
and 1962. They were exposed at a time 
when autl'iorities knew little about the 
long-term dangers of radiation 

Dr. Edward A. Marte ll of the National 
Center for Atmospheric Research - a 
radiochemist who participated in four 
test series in the early 1950s - testified 
at a recent congressional hearing that 
film badges worn by servicemen near 
the testing sites often did not properly 
measure the , radiation they were ex• 
posed to. He believes they may have 
inhaled fallout that is causing . delayed 
health problems for them and their 

children. _ Ap<t l :;1"1;"1_ '1 i 3. 

Honolulu Advertiser/State Bulletin 

our 
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atom ic veterails 
According to the VA. 3,325 veterans 

have filed for compensation as a result 
of radiation exposure. Only 2,321 of 
them have shown medical conditions 
requiring treatment. 

So far, the VA has allowed 29 claims 
as a result of atomic testing and 55 
claims as a result of radiation exposure 
from other sources. It has allowed none . 
of some 388 radiation claims by military 
personnel in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

It finally a llowed Kelly's clai m in 
November 1979. He died seven months 
later. but as a result of his tenacity. his 
widow is entitled to a pension, his four 
children are entitled to go to college on 
the GI bill, and the family to military 
health care. · 

. ans of Hiroshima and Nagasaki w'rto'J 
have contactetl NAAV. . · :.~·,J · 

Joint and muscle problems are . als.<h T 
being reported, as well as stillbirths .1 • 
birth defects and miscarriages. . .. _ .- : 

The only government study done· ¢ct- .!.• 
duced less alarming findings. The-C€R,.c
ters for Disease Control studied veter-,_ 
ans exposed in August 1957 to a nuclea1;-. T 
blast in Nevada. It found a statistica119 '!; 
significant: increase in the incidenre. -oh ;
leukemia. but no increase in other c an·-·
cers and a lower overall death .....ra~ 
than could be expected. 

Until recently, the VA treated only 
cancers or thyroid nodules. which are 
known effects of radiation exposure.--~ 
service-related illnesses . Guidelines is
sued this month enable veterans -,vno 

WANDA KELLY -says her organiia~ were exposed to radiation in Japil; t:) ..Q!_ 
tion has recently located 16 widows ot _. during the atmospheric test ing p ro
veterans who died of leukemia. and 22 . grams to receive a physical, and. .if.._a_ 
cases of multiple myeloma. a deadly medical problem is identified. it is up to 
form of bone cp.ncer, among 500 veter- the physician to establish that it was

.• 
. . ·, ·,,. ~· ~ -

\ . ~~ ~t~ ). . -....... ! .. 
i - . . -~ 
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. caused by something other than expo-
sure to radiation. 

The new approach · considerably 
broadens the range of illnesses that can
be treated in VA facilities . 

EXCEPT FOR tbe CDC study, aocL. 
_ for data being collected by N AA V. 

there is very little known about wha.L
has happened . to veterans exposed to 
radiation and whether they are sufferc
ing statistically normal or abnorma l 
problems of reproduction and aging 

The Senate Veterans Committee has 
endorsed legislation that mantlaces =<;r-
long-terin epidemiological study of the 
atomic veterans in order to get better 
answers to some of the disturbing ques
tions bemg raised. Such a study will be 
costly and the record that can be accu
mulated will at best be circumstantia l. 

But it would provide atomic veterans 
a much better idea than they have now 
as to what price they and their ch.Ll.grf.D __ 

.. ·: ~ili~~~~~~~faiifdiiil may have paid for their exposure . .:.-.: ~ -~ 
Orville Kelly They di-dn 't get muc h infor rn:rui:_:_:. 
Founder of atomic vetera')s grouo/ . year_~-ago. They deserve some now _ -~ -

.&~olulv. ~vu,,i;,p,r S.\-c:µisut~~ .. . . .. . 
,,,,,... ---
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Aaoi:taled~' 
Marines on maneuvers 4,000_yards from an atomic bl~t In the Nevada desert In 1913. 

· -A-Test Veterans 
· Getting a. Break 
: On Health, c ·are 

The -Government announced last 
week that it was expanding its guide

: lines on free medical care for veter
ans who participated in opeµ-air 
atomic tests between 1945 and 1962. 

: Anyone whose diseases today might 
-have resulted from radiation expo
sure then will receive free treatment. 

.,Until now, only those~th cancer or· 
"thyroid nodules qualified. 

"We are giving atomic veterans 
the benefit of the doubt," said a 

· ' Veterans Administration spokesman. 
. "If they say their illnesses are from 
. radiation exposure and, after a medi-
• cal examination, this seems remotely 
possible, they will get free care.' '. 

Although many veterans wanted 
. more, "If the promise is borne out, 

it's wonderful news," said Glenn Al
calay, scientific and medical adviser 
to the National Association of Atomic 
Veterans. "We will have lookouts in 
the hospitals to · see whether the 
agency is as good as its word." 

· The annoqncement came during 
Senat!,! hearings to determine how 
well the V .A. has served veterans ex
posed to radiation or to the herbicide 
Agent Orange, in accordance with 
PublicLaw97-72. Thelaw,enactedin · 

. 1981, ordered the agency to provide 
free health care to veterans for any 

·ailment.that might reasonably be re
. lated to radiation or Agent Orange 
exposure. The atomic veterans group 
says some 250,000 .veterans partici
pated in open-air nuclear tests. 

The agency initially decided that 
only those with cancer or thyroid nod
ules qualified for a . "priority status." 
Now many more will qualify, but 
what the atomic veterans really want 
is "service-related" status, the high
est health care rating in the V .A. sys
tem. In addition to free treatment, it 

, gives veterans priority access to V.A . 
hospital facilities and allows them to 
transfer among veterans hospitals to . 
the one best equipped to treat them, 
or perhaps to an outside facility. 



t orlt 
' 

CopyrichtC 1983 The N-Ym Timeo -NEW YORK, THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 1983- 50 c:enla beyond 76 mil 
acepton l 

WASHINGTON, April 6 (AP) - The 
Veterans Administration said today it 
would start giving free medical treat
ment to veterans who took part in open
air atomic tests and who had illnesses 
that might be a result of exposure to , 

' radiation. 
·• The Pentagon estimates that about 
220,000 servicemen participated in 235 
atomic tests in Nevada and the Pacific 
fr.om 1945 to 1962. 

Until now the Veterans Administra
tion had been willing to treat only those 
veterans who took part in the tests who 
were suffering from cancer or thyroid 
diseases. The agency said the new 
guidelines would be published soon in 
the Federal Register. '· 

Officials of the Veterans Administra- I 
tion told the Senate Veterans Affairs ' 
Committee today that the guidelines . 
were being made more liberal "to allow 
treatment of all conditions except for 
those which are known to have causes 
other than radiation exposure." 

U.S. EXPANDS CARE 
OF ATOM VETERANS 

Agency States It Will Treat All 
Who Might Have Become Ill 

as a Result of Radiation 

Leukemia Death Rate Higher 
An official at the Centers for Disease 

Control in Atlanta testified its study of 
3,027 men who took part in one of the 
Nevada tests showed their death rate 
from leukemia was three times higher 
than what health statistics indicate 
should have been expected. 

Dr. Glyn G. Caldwell of the Atlanta 
·· agency said nine leukemia deaths were 

reported in the group while 3.1 would 
have been expected. Dr. Caldwell said 
cases of other forms of cancer among 
the veterans were slightly lower than 
would normally be expected, 112 as 
against 117.5. 

The Veterans Administration began 
giving free . treatment for veterans of 
the atomic tests who suffered from can
cer or thyroid diseases after being com-

. pelled to do so by a law passed in 1981. 
Under the law, a veteran is entitled to 
medical care at a V .A. hospital if his ail
ment is service connected, if he is over 

, 65 years old or if he signs a poverty 
oath. 

Dr. D. Earl Brown, associate deputy 
. chief medical director of the Veterans 
Administration, told the Senate panel of 
the decision to broaden the guidelines. 
However, he reiterated the agency's 
longstanding position that cancer is the 
only disease considered likely to have 
been caused by radiation at the dose 
levels experienced by the troops taking , 
part in the atomic tests. · · 

Reason for Agency View 
1 

He explained it this way: "Although 
consensus exists in the scientific com
munity as to the adverse health effects 

- of high -doses of ionizing radiation, and 
there is general agreement as to the , 
potential for carcinogenesis at low 1 

doses, no consensus exists regarding 
the causation of other diseases by expo
sure to low doses." 

Dr. Brown opposed proposed legisla
tion that would require the Veterans 
Administration to conduct an epidemio
logical study comparing the health of a 
group of veterans exposed to radiation 
with the health of a group that had not 
been exposed. He said the agency would 
conduct the study without being re
quired to do so by law if scientific ex
perts decided that such an investigation 
"would yield scientifically useful re-
sults." . 

He also opposed a proposal that would 
require the Veterans Administration to 
draw plans for compensating the chil
dren of veterans of the atomic tests who 
were born with genetic or congenital 
disabilities if scientific studies now 
under way amcluded-that the children's 
health was affected by their fathers' ex
posure to radiation. -

"Public consideration by Congress of i 
methods of providing for redress of 1 

genetic or congenital disabilities would 
lend the unwarranted appearance that 
a scientific link is soon to be established 
and quite possibly would increase the 
anxiety of parents and parents-to-be," 
Dr ..Brown said. 

He said there is no scientific evidence 
that a child fathered by servicemen ex
posed to radiation is more likely than 
any other child to have birth defects. 



VA to treat A-test veterans · for free 
WASHINGTON [AP]-The VA officials told the Sen a te 

Veterans Administration said Veterans Affairs Committee Wednes
Wednesday it will give free medical day that the guidelines are be ing 
treatment to veterans who took part liberalized "to a llow treatment of all 
in open-air atomic tests years ago conditions except for those which are 
and whose illnesses possibly could be known to have causes other than 
a result of exposure to radiation. radiation exposure." 

Between 250,000 and 500,000 Ameri- THE AGENCY started giving 
can servicemen pa rticipated in tests trea tment to veterans who pa rlici
in Nevada and the Pacific between pated in the a tomic testing after 
1945 and 1962. being compelled to do so by a law 

Until now, the VA had been willing passed in 1980. 
: to treat only veterans suffering from The law allowed the VA. to draw up 
; cancer or thyroid diseases . The guidelines for eligibility. The initial 
••.agency said the new, guidelines will" guidelines, now to be broadened, rec
"'.~e publis?ed i~ the F,e~eral Register. o~ized only cancer and thyroid 
' ~~: ~~ ... ,:. • • , •••• J, .... , - ~· · · • • .-.. • "':_:.--· - :-•• 

disorders as eligible . 
Dr. D. Earl Brown, associate depu

ty chief medical director of the YA, 
told the Senate panel of the dcc1s1on, 
but reiterated the agency 's long
standing position that cancer is the 
only disease considered likely to 
have been caused by radiation at the 
dose levels experienced by the troops 
taking part in the atomic tests . 

He put it this way : 
"ALTHOUGH CONSENSUS exists 

in the scientific community as to the 
adverse health effects of high doses 

Front Page 

Continued from page 1 
of ionizing radiation, and there is 
general agreement as to the potcn
tic1l for carcinogenesis at low doses, 
n9 consensus exists regarding the 
causation of other diseases by expos
ure to low doses ." 

: llrown opposed proposed legisla
tio_n requirn~g the VA to conduct an 
ep1dem1olog1cal study comparing the 
health of a group of veterans who 
hi.id been exposed lo radia tion with 
the hea lth ot a group that had not. 
He sa id the VA would conduct the 
study without being required to do so 
by law if scientific experts decide 
that such an investigation "would 
yield scientifically useful results ." 

, He also opposed a proposal to re
qµire the VA to draw up plans for 
compensating vet e rans' children 
bprn with genetic or congen ital dis
abilities if scienti fic s tudies conclude 
that the children' s health was affec
ted by their fathers' exposure to 
radiation . 

; "Public consideration by Congress 
of methods of providing for redress 
of genetic or congenital disabilities 
would lend the unwarranted appear
ance Urnt a scientific link is soon to 
be established and quite poss ibly 
v.lonld increa se the anxiety of 
parents and pa rents-to-be " llrown 
S? id . I 

, I IE SA ID THE HE is no scientific 
eyidencc that a child fathered by a 
veteran who had exposed to radi a
tion is more li kely than other chil
dren to have birth defects . 

Drown sa id the VA has received 
a_pplicalions for disability compensa
t1_on from 2,0G7 veterans who said the 
tests caused them to be dbeased in 
later yea rs . 

.so· far, the VA has approved on 29 
of .. I.hose claims. Fifteen were ap
pi:oved on appeal after initial rej ect-
10_!1. _ Two of the cla ims that were 
accepted were filed on beha lf of 
v<'lerans who had died from lhd r 
a ilment s. · 
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Thursday, April 7, 1983 

The Nation 

~~id.for ·'Atomic Vetera11s' 
~~i~· ·veterans Administration 
~ .!> ~ , giv~ free medical treat
ment lo military personnel who 
took part in open-air atomic tests 
and:· whose illnesses might have 
beeri caused by exposure to radia -
tion. The policy change, announced 
at. a, Senate Veterans Affairs Com -
mtttee meeting, was a belated victo
ry. .for the nation's "atomic vet
er.ans'' -an estimated 250,000 to 
500,000 servicemen who participat
ed in atomic tests in Nevada and the 
Bacific between 1945 and 1962. Free 
medical care brings those veterans 
one ~- step closer to obtaining the 
same limited rights that the VA has 
gr.anted reluctantly to Vietnam 
11eterans exposed to the defoliant 
Agent Orange . . 

Page A-3 
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VA offers free treatmeni; 
for a onrlc-test vetera~ / , 

. ' 
By Pete Earley exposed to the defoliant Agent dr- : 
Washington Post I ange. . , . . ~, :: 

WASHINGTON - The Veterans But VA officials said the agency : 
Administration agreed yesterday to does not Intend to change Its policy _; 
give free medical treatment to mil!- of rejecting most disability compen- ; 
tary personnel who took part In satlon claims filed by "atomic vet- ; 
open-air atomic tests and whose 111- erans." VA scientists say they do ·; 
nesses might have been caused by not believe there Is any evidence . \ 
exposure to radiation. that those veterans were exposed ! 

The policy change announced to enough radiation to suffer : 
at a Senate Veterans Affairs Com- health problems. • .. . ; 

. mlttee meeting, was a belated vlcto- · 
ry for the nation's "atomic veter- The agency also said It opposes ; , 

.. legislation requiring several VA '. 
ans - an estimated 250,000 to studies of "atomic veterans," In- ,:· 
500,000 servicemen who p;iitlcl~ eluding one comparing the health . 
pated In atomic tests In Nevada 
and the Pacific between 1945 and of veterans exposed to radiation ~-
.1962. [An estimated 1 O,OOO of them · w_lth those who were not exposed. . ' 

, are from Massachusetts.) A similar study was ordered In ·; . 
· Free medical care brings the vet- 1979 for veterans exposed to Agent 
erans one step closer to obtaining Orange but It has not yet been :; 
the same limited rights that the VA started. · ··· · , · 
has granted to Vietnam veterans VETERANS. Page 9 ,, , ... :> .,'..· 

' i .• ,t 

·t·~, . '· . . . . - .-,.·--:-;:-, -----.-. . _;;:-.-, .. -. J 

{MA offers.free treatment for atomic-test .:veteraiis: 
.:•jjJETERANS '·'_ '-'. '.. \ ' ','> • ~ 1

, ' ; Those' restrlctlo~s Irritated Sen. · · A' ~otal or 2067, .:atomic ·vetera'.ns'; 
,,mnunued from Page 1 ·r. , - ,: - Alan Cranston (D-Callf.), who repeated- have filed claims for a variety of dl&iblF 

· :_ ;,t:Congress ordered the VA In 1981 to ly demanded that the VA change Its !ties that they blame on exposure to _ra:. 
. -~·prov,tde free health care to veterans for policy and yesterday criticized It for dlatlon. The VA has approved 29 of 

''.'. ruiy'_ aliment that might reasonably be taking 17 months "to carry out the law them, lncludln~ 15 on appeal. • · · .. /· '. · 
--ii: 1,1.med . to result from exposure to ra- , __ as Congress Intended... C~anston yesterday Introduced a·bii ~·1 

· ,tton or to Agent Orange. The v A be- A parade of witnesses, mostly from that would force the VA to draft- such , 
_ ~ providing su_ch care to veterans ex- the National Assn. of Atomic Veterans, standards both for exposure to rad!· i 

, to Agent Orange, but It limited , also denounced the VA for falling to en- atlon and to dioxin-contaminated her-
11tment for . "atomic veterans" to act standard procedures for deciding blcldes such as Agent Orange. It a lso 

ose suffering from cancer or thyroid when "atomic veterans" should receive would require the VA to "resolve every 
ses. · dlsablllty compensation. reasonable doubt In favor of the veter· 

· ans." 1 

.. 
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· Atomic test veterans get free care 
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WASHINGTON - The Veterans 
Administration said Wednesday it 
will start offering free medical care 
to any ex-serviceman for illnesses 
that possibly could have resulted 
from radiation exposure in open-air 
atomic tests in Nevada and the 
Pacific years ago. 

An estimated 220,000 men took 
part in 235 atmospheric atomic tests 
between 1945 and 1963. 

Some soldiers were positioned only 
2,000 yards from the point of nuclear 
detonation, and others were helicop
tered or marched into the area soon 
after the blast and put through 
maneuvers to test their reactions. 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars told 
the Senate Veterans Affairs Commit
tee that in the 1950s the Atomic 
Energy Commission cautioned the 
Defense Department that "troops in
volved in the nuclear weapons testing 

might be exposed to harmful levels of 
radiation." 

The VFW asked the committee for 
a more generous government policy 
toward the veterans of those tests. 

The V A's announcement coincided 
with the disclosure by the Centers for 
Disease Control that a study of 3,027 
men who took part in a 1957 Nevada 
test code-named "Smoky" showed 
that their death rate from leukemia 
was three times higher than ex
pected. 

Nine leukemia deaths were re
ported, while health statistics say 
only 3.1 should have been expected in 
a group of that size, Dr. Glyn G. 
Caldwell of the CDC's Center for 
Environmental Health told the com
mittee. 

But, he said, cases of other fonns 
of , cancer were actually slightly 
lower among the atomic veterans 
tnan would be expected - 112 cases 

. vs. the 117.5 that normally could be 

expected in a group that size. 
N-0nnally, the VA treats at its 

hospitals only veterans whose condi
tions are service-connected, who are 
over age 65 or who are willing to 
sign a poverty oath. 

But in 1981 Congress enacted a law 
requiring the VA. to treat veterans 
whose conditions could have resulted 
from radiation exposure in the 
atomic tests. The guidelines adopted 
by the VA under that law allov.ed for 
treating only those exposed veterans 
who have cancer or thyroid nodules. 

Dr. D. Earl Brown, associate 
deputy medical director, told the 
committee that the VA is broadening 
the guidelines "to allow treatment of 
all conditions except for those which 
are known to have causes other than 
radiation exposure." 

Sen. Alan Cranston (D-Calif.), who 
had been pressuring the VA to take 
that step, welcomed it_. 
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VA to start treating all veterans 
who took part in open-air A-tests 
By Mike Feinsilber 

WASHINGTON - The Veterans Ad· 
ministration said yesterday that it 
would start giving free medical treat
ment to ve terans who took part in 
open-air atomic tests years ago and 
whose illnesses possibly could be 
caused by radiation . 

Between 250.000 and 500.000 Ameri
can servicemen participated in tests 

. in Nevada and the Pacific between 
1945 and 1962. 

Until now. the VA had been willing 
to treat only vete·:ans suifering from 
cancer or thyroid diseases. The agen
cy said the new guidelines would be 
published soon in the Federal Regis
ter. 

VA officials told the Senate Veter
ans ' Affairs Committee yesterday 
that the guidel ines were being liber
alized "to allow treatment of all con
ditions except for those which. are 
known to have causes other than 
radiation exposure:" 

.The agency started giving treat
ment to atomic veterans after being 
compelled to <lo so by a law passed in 
1980. 

The law ail owed the VA to draw up 
guidelines for el igibility. The initial 
guidelines. now to be broadened. rec
ognized only cancer anti thyroid dis-
orders. · 

Dr. 0 . Earl Brown. associate deputy 
chief medical director of the VA, told 
the Senate panel of the decision. but 
reiterated the a~ency's long-standing 
position that cancer was the only 
disease considered likely to have 
been caused by radiation at the dose 
levels experienced by the troops tak
ing part in the atomic tests. 

Brown opposed proposed legisla
tion requiring the VA to conduct an 
epidemiological stu<ly compar ing the 
health of a group of veterans ex
posed to radiat ion with the hea lt h of 
a group that had not been exposed. 
He said the VA would conduct the 
study without being required to do 
so by law if scientific experts decid
ed that such an investigation "would 
yield scientifically use ful results." 

He also opposed a proposal to re
qui re the V :\ to draw up plans for 
compensating atomic veterans ' chil
dren born wit'h genetic or congenital 
disabilities 1f scientific studies con-

cl uded that the children ·s health had 
been affeckd by the ir fathers ' expo
sure to raJiation . 

·' Pub! ic consideration by Congress 
of methods of providing for redress 
of genetic or congenital disabiiities 
would iend the unwarranted appear
ance that a scient ific link is soon to 
be establ ished and quite possibly 
wouid mcrease the anxiety or par
ents and parents-to-be," Brown said. 

He said there was no scientific evi
dence that a child fathered by an 
exposed veteran was more likely 
thcrn ot her ch ddren to have birth 
de!ects . 

l::lro wn :;aid [he VA had received 
applicat ions fo r disability compensa
tion fro m 2.06i veterans who said the 
tests caused· them to be diseased in 
later years. 

So far. the \ ·,-\ has approved 29 
claims and rejected the others . Fif
teen were approved on appeal after 
an in itia l turndown. Two of the 
claims that were accepted were filed 
on behalf of veterans who had died 
from their ailments. 

Of the total. 820 of the claims in
volved veterans with cancer. 
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Thursday, April 7, 1983 

VA expands services 
to atomic-test vets 

The Veterans Administration said 
Wednesdav that it will start offer
ing free medical care to any · ex: 
servicemen for illnesses that possi
bly could have resulted from radia
tion exposure in open-air atomic 
tests in Nevada and the Pacific 
years ago. 

An estimated 220.000 troops took 
part in 235 atmospheric atomic 
tests between 1945 and 1963. In 
1981, Congress enacted a law re
quiring the VA to treat those veter
ans. The guidelines adopted by the 
VA under that . law allowed for 
~ating only those exposed veter
ans · who have cancer or thyroid 
nodules. 

Dr. D. Earl Brown, associate dep
uty medical director, said Wednes
day that the VA is broadening the 
guidelines "to allow treatment of 
all _ ,conditions except for those 

.-·. which are known to have causes 
·. ' other than radiati?_n exposure " 

Page A-3 
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Congressmen introd~ce· legislation proclaiming· Atoµiic Veterans _Day~~:~;._ . ... 
Citing the patriotic · duced ~ legislatton as well as tor those Specter (Pa), Cran. detonation ot an · attention Congress 1a 

service of Atomic which wotlld sefaside who served in the . ston (Ca), Jepsen atomic weapon, at · giving• to th.is group, , 
Veterans to , their Jtlly 16 as a special U.S. occupation of (Ia) and DeConcinl Alamogordo AFB, estimated to be 1~ ·, 
country, Senator Ar- day of recognition for; Hiroshima and Naga- (Az), the support of : New Mexico)' .. · excess of 250,000 vet;' 

< _ len Spe~ter and Re:- .. the mep who Pf:lrt1c1,.: saki following WW II. ~ p.ti,ez: Senators_ for ; . "We. . therefore be- . erans. Recently Sen-,~-':'\ 
presentative Bob Ed- pated lil U.S. nuclear In a "Dear Col-. this special recogni. lleve that it is appro- ator Simpson (Wy )' · . 

· gar, both ot Pennsy1-~ weapons tes ~ · be---- league" ·· lette-r ·-- co- -tion was requested~ pria.te :'to have · that ,. announced that hear• '\' 
·- • : vanta, have intro- · tween 1945 an<!". 1962, · signed by Senators · · '-'The · health·· of· day declared Nation- ings will be held April •' · 

' · many _patrlottc veter- al Atomic Veterans · 6bythe Senate.Veter-
ans and their child- ' -Day in recognition of ans Affa irs Commit- · ·· 
ren may have been - the -: importance of tee into the problems 
adversely affected by resolving issues re• ot Atomic Veterans. 
exposure to radiation lated to the exposure. Rep. Sonny . Mont-!r:, ,_.; 

!. i resul ting from nu-. of these veterans to_ gomery (Ms), Chair- :1· 
'- 1 clear weapons deto- ionizing radiation. " man of the House . .i, .. .. : :, ·: , .. 

nations .. : Jtlly 16,· The- "Atomic Vet- .Veteran• Affairs 
· · .. t. · ' :., 1.983, marks the 38th . erana Day" r esolu- Committee, will hold 

Anniversary of Uon~ evidences the ,· similar hearings tn 
.. -~ · · ·· ·• · -"Trinity" (the fir$t . growing support and : May. -~ · .. ' ' 
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Vet Groups 
Bacl{ Aid 
For Those 
In N-Tests 

By MIKE F EINSILBER 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Three 

veterans groups announced sup
port Friday for efforts to win free 
medical treatment and disability 
compensation for fo rmer service
men who claim their participa
tion in atomic tests damaged 
their health. 

* * * The Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
Amvets and the Disabled Veter
ans of Ainerica said they would 
urge Congress to enact legislation 
making it easier for the atomic 

1test veterans to es tablish that 
their illnesses result from radia
tion. 

The American Legion did not 
go that far but said it supports a 
bill calling for a long-term study 
of the adverse health effects of 
radiation on the veterans. 

"The United States government 
has been less than forthcoming in 
dealing with the radiation-related 
disability claims of veterans," the 
legion said in a statement distri
buted at a news conference called 
by the National Association of 
Atomic Veterans. Statements 
from the other veterans groups 

. were .also released. 

. The atomic veterans group said 
1 the Veterans Admi nistration has 
1
1
accepted only 16 radiation claims / 
and rejected 2,867 by veterans or . 
their widows. 

The association said It su r
veyed 1,200 of its members and of 
the 700 who replied, 39 percent 
said they suffer from cancer, 67 
percent reported muscle degen
erative diseases, 45 percent told 
of bone deterioration, 11 percent 
said they were sterile and 51 per
cent reported genetic or serious 
health problems in their children 
or grandchildren . 

' The most common disorders in 
the children and grandchildren 
are retardation, skeletal defects 
and organ defects , the group 

I said. 

* * * The figures on veterans' dis-
eases understate the problem be- I 
cause many of the veterans who 
suffered adv~rse effects from ra
diation already are dead , said 
Jess Clark, chairman of the asso
cia tion 's medical committee. 
Clark was a participant in the ex
plosion of two atomic devices a,t 
Bikini Island in 1946, an event 
witnessed by 42,000 military men 
and scientists. · 

"Although the evidence is still 
inconclusive," the association 1 

·said; "recent medica l--st--ud-ies
have suggested a significant link 
between such diseases as leuke
mia and other forms of cancer, 
neuro-muscular disorders, inter
nal disorders and cardiovascular 
disease in atomic veteerans and 
their offspring and their exposure 
to ionizing radiation." 

All told, the association said, 
tie'tweeri 250,000 and· 500,000 
Americans took part in 236 at-

' mospheric atomic tests in Nevada 
and the Pacific between 1945 and 
1962, often with inadequate !pro
tection or warning of the conse
quences . . 



:ay MIKI Fl!INSILB R ,:-·· Clark, chairman of the association's medl~ 
.; ; A.1oclated Pro11 cal committee. Clark was a participant In 

·• .. ,,__,_____________ the explosion of two atomic devices at Bi-
1 · , ; ; WASHINGTON - Three veterans kl.nl Island In 1946, an event witnessed by 
. -~· groups announced support Friday for ef- 42,000 military men and scientists. 
, · forts to win free medical treatment and • "Although the· evidence is still !neon-

, . . ·. · aisabllity compensation for former service- clU5lve," the usoclation said, "recent med
' ~ · men who claim their participation in · !cal studies have suggested a significant 
~-- atomic tests damaged their health. link between such diseases as leukemia and 
{~ : ··_ The Veterans of Foreign Wars, Amvets · other forms of cancer, neuro-muscular dis-I 
:"· : and the Disabled Veterans of America said orders, internal disorden and cardiovascu- I 
·. .::. lhey would urge Congress to enact legisla- Jar dbease in atomic veteerans and their , 
'.- ~, tion making it easier for the atomic test offspring and their exposure to ionizing ra-
' · · veterans to establish that their illnesses re- · diation." · 
:· pult from radiation. · . All told, the association said, between 

·," . · The American Legion did not go that · %50,000 and 500,000 Americans took part in I 
'· . iar but said it supports a bill calling for a 236 atmospheric atomic tests in Nevada 

· . • long-term study of the adverse health ef- and the Pacific between 1945 and 1962, . 
' feels of radiation on the veterans. often, with inadequate !protection or warn- · 
. :: . "The United States government has Ing of the consequences. 
' .' been less than forthcoming in dealing with .. Some U.S. servicemen who entered Hi-
, _-the radiation-related disability claims of roshlma and Nagasaki lhortly after they 

, ;_ veterans," the legion said in a statement were bombed in 1~5 have developed the L: · ~ ~<iistributed at a news conference called by rare cancer common to Japanese survivors,· 
: · .· -· the National Association of Atomic Veter- the association said. 
~-·~ •-H~s. Statements from the other veterans ., .. ·· Veterans are barred by law from suing 
··' · 1\ ~ groups were also released. . the government for injuries arising from· 
· ' - . The atomic veterans group said the when they were in uniform. VA denials of 

:. :.veterans Administration has accepted only claims cannot be appealed to federal 
., 16 radiation claims and rejected 2,867 by courts. 
_. ♦eterans or their widows. Generally a disea3e must manifest ltseU 

' : ;·_ The ,association said it surveyed 1,200 of within a year of a veteran's discharge for 
/ . . - its members and of the 700 who replied, 39 the VA to recognize lt as . service-con-

. • • percent said they suffer from cancer, 67 nected,· making the veteran eligible for dis- -
·' . , · ~ percent reported muscle degenerative dis- ability benefita and medical treatment 1n i 

: : eases, 45 percent told of bone deterlora- VA hospitals . 
.. · _' . : ti!)n, 11 percent said they were sterile and The VA has taken the position that the 1 

-61 percent reported genetic or serious average radiation exposure was too low to 

1 :;. :;liealth problems in tbelf tjUldren 0t &J'8Dd- have caused physical injury. · 
·, ·-cbildren.. 1 

· .: .. ,,__ • • .... - ,....... • No decision baa been reached yet in a 
. The most common disorders In the lawsuit brought by 1,192 civilians, who con- · 

! 91ildren and grandchildren are retard?tlon, tend that they or their relatives developed -
skeletal defects and organ defec~, the cancer after being exposed to fallout from 
group said. , o en-air tests :veen 1 and 1 ' at the 
. The figures on veterans' diseases Nevada Test Site . 

. , qnderstate the problem because many of The atomic veterans association, head-
Ute veterans who suffered adverse effects quartered in Burlington, Iowa, was started 

~ •• ; r ~~. ~a~~~~!~~·~! d~~,. ~d ~ --> ~ im .bf _,. ) ~W Orvil1': E. Kelly. 
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~ By Joseph Bauman 
,:- Deseret News staff writer ~· 
~ Utah veterans who pa rticipated in open-air 
i atomic tests at the Nevada Test Site near Las 

Vegas are supporting a joint resolution introduced 
' in the Utah House of Representatives. 

"' The measure is HCR5, sponsored by Rep. 
' George L. Gygi, D-Salt Lake, which says about 

:.:- 250.000 American veterans were exposed to nucl~ 
~ ar radiation in the occupa tion of Japan and during 
'!: tests at the NTS. 
( 
i The resolution. which was reported favqrably 
"' out of the House Revenue and Taxa tion Commit
., tee on Tuesday, says veterans "are now suffering 

myriad health problems, including ca ncer, degen
' erative bone and oerve diseases, intestinal ctisor-
5 ders, blood a nd respiratory diseases, emotional 
~ problems and birth defects in their children and 

grandchildren." 

It calls on state officials to request Congress 
and the president to direct the Veterans Adminis

' tration to "recognize the body of medical evidence 
! . associated with exposure to atomic radiation." It 
;, also asks that the government investigate the vet
. erans' complaints. 

Bob Carter, 4609 Thornwood Ave., Taylorsville, 
Utah coordinator of the National Association of 
Atomic Veterans. said the Utah group supports 
the resolution. About 30 members live in the state. 

Carter was with · t he .4J5th Fighter Squadron, 
George Air Force Base, Victorville, Calif., during 

-
some of the NTS testing. Age 17 at the lime, he was 
stationed about six miles from Ground Zero dur
ing the Hood atomic shot of July 6, 1957, "the larg
est detonation on the American continent up to 
today," he said. 

"There were several of us sitting on the hillside, 
and the concussion blew us all into the mountain," 
be said. "It did burn the front of me. I had a mild 
sunburn." 

Then Carter started having headaches. Soon af
ter. he Jost skin from his hands and scalp. He com
plained of nausea and vomiting, and this is con
tained in his service records, he said. 

The symptoms are similar to those suffered by 
victims of radiation poisoning, according to medi
cal experts. 

Carter contacted the VA with his problems. 
"They're not interested at all. They've been direct
ed by someone in government to give us a physical 
examination once a year; that's all . 

"They're not obligated to give us any medical 
care at all." . 

Also reporting ailments that could be connected 
to atomic exposure was David A. Self, 1739 Rich
ard Road. Sandy, a retired Air Force lieutenant 
colonel. 

Self, 59, was involved in atomic testing from 
1953 to 1959. He was stationed at Kirtland AFB, 
Albuquerque, N.M., a pilot with the rank of cap
tain, in the 4935th Test Group (Atomic). 

He had two main jobs: dropping dummy bombs 

..... . 

• 

before air-drop atomic tests to make a check 01 
the shell's ballistics, and to participate in actua l 
bomb tests. 

"On one mission, I flew 30 seconds behind a B-50 
that dropped, I think it was, a 60-ki.loton bomb. We 
were dropping canisters through the (a tomic) 
cloud so they could collect data ." 

The canisters would be collected later so scien
tists could analyze their contents. 

During a 1956 test called Red Wing, conducted 
at Bikini, Marshall Islands, he was in charge of 
evacuation plans. The wind changed, atomic de
bris headed toward the island where the scientists 
and troops were watching, and "I became the 
most popular guy on the base." The wind changed 
direction again , carrying the material away from 
the island. 

In one test a t Eniwetok, Marshall Islands. a IO
mega ton bomb was dropped six miles short of its 
target. "We ca lled it the big miss. It was rea lly 
hushed a lot a t the time." 

Pilots of fighter aircra ft in the vicinity were 
lucky they were not killed, he said. 

Self said he has had more tha n half of the ail 
ments in a list circulated by atomic veterans as 
those that may be linked to A-blast exposure. 

"I've had many problems, especially in the last 
few. years. I've got skin on my nose and forehead 
that's like - I don't know if it's malignant or not." 

He said his white blood count has been high for 
years. "My doctors tell me that's going towarci 
leukemia." 
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· By Irving"'\Vallace, Da,id "hllechinsky and Amy Wallace 

Three weeks after BRAVO blast. 
·head of U.S. commission checks 
fisherman for effects off all out 

Radiation Victims . 
n the Feb. 13 Significa col
umn. we told !he story of 
the 1954 BRAVO atomic 
blast on Bikini Island . which 

endangered the lives of U.S. sol
diers and the native Marshallese 
people. Since then. we have heard 
from former members of the U.S. 
armed forces who fear that they 
may have been exposed to exces
sive radiation as a result of other 
atomic bomb tests . Anv such con
cerned persons should ~vrite co the 
National Association of Atomic 
Veterans (NAAV) . 1109 Franklin 
St. , Burlington, Iowa 52601. 

1 
· l 
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i _• :;v:~~~ :'W~~t July .16. proclaiined Atomic Veteran's··Day' ;:1 

B;: ;;;..;,_ Tem~. -,Z ~ · .. } :. ' . Traer ~self tia! had~ ~ry 
1 

• • • ..~ ala.rintngly high number of Veteran.a In the nuclear age; and_ · 1
1

) 
~r r··: ·'·0 ·1 , · of;lung problems, periodic ~u~ genetic, problems In the child- to assure that all Atomic Veter-

It would be hf.rd ~ ·find an with cancer, loss_ of -hair, partial ren." a,ru; and their .tamllles are located ·/ 
American who ha,d not .heatd _of 1osa of vision, vertigo and skin An estima' t'e'.d' 2•~n,ooo IJ'lo:rld UTar . NAAV's mission, the founder and ·wormed of lhe potent1al r: 
·Agent Orange,. 0 ,:_ •. '· •.:, • • fungus, . , ,' tJ V, rr I "I ·says, Is to assure that Atomic consequences of exposure to ·, ' 
~' Since the· retui:n, ot American - The Veterans .Administration L'J ( ' ' d t · V'eterans and their fam!lles radiation. 

1 
' 

·aervtcemen ·trom Vie~, the aayathatnO~eofthlslsconn~cted,- · ve erans were expose O receive proper "medfcal and To date the organlr.attoft ·haa 
1 

:herblclde 'hu been. C1Jntrotever- . ,wlththetactthatbewasont~ atomic blast tests. ~clal assistance: galne'd passage of feglslatlon, ~. i, 
.alal Issue between the "e rans a vessel which took fallou . uvm They are attempting · to pass . providing greater acceu to V ..A.. • 

. ·and the United States govern- the 'test blast at Blklnl 'Atoll. ;, ' legislation that Atomic Veterans hospitals for atomic veterans; '1( "I 
:ment. · , •· • i ,'. .. In fact, ,Tracy bas·· ha~ a and their tamllies receive proper has been successful In ,litigation \: 

Fewer people have -heard --ot problem convincing aome clv1llan ' slrice died, · and his wife · Is sfonal Delegation to become · medical and financial aid; to against the V.A., challenging the 
.Agent Blue • the term ·w,ed by doctors that bis problems · · carrying on- the batUe with the co-sponsors. restore the rights of Atomic legality of the' glildel!nes used In 
:American· service personnel from · effe · government · on behal! •of ·those Wanda Ke!.ly, In a recent letter Veterans and their tamllies and to denying clalrr{s ior service con-
:Wprld Warn who were-1!,l!p(lBed , veterans who seek redreSll. · to ·members of the NAAV, has : assure access to 'the courts (It Is nected Mrietlts . , · · · ' · 
·to n.dlatlon from nuclea{ .iest e ·:1. ·. ' - ' •·· explained the purpose tor .organ!- ·.- not legal tor them to sue the The organization Is also taking · , . The group Is setting aside July 
-blasts, . . ' . , . .J • 16 as Atomic Veterans Day -.Jt Is zing and the mission of the group. federal g-overnment); to change credit for forc,lng_the g-overnmen~. 
:·· Onesuch.veteranlsFredTracy the annlve date of the first She says that many men have Veterans Admlnlstra_tion guide- to begin s~dles Into the heal'!' 
:or Warner.Hill Road. , ••~i.iiii tom! -te traaryb'--' Al ·· died prematurely from cancer lines to assure that Atomic problems of men who were at the . ~;;;;;;r.~!~' a c s uun near amagor- ... · . - , , . ~ j Tracy is trying to . draw ·do,.New Mex!cg .on July 16 l~- , and other radiation-relate~ _ Ill• Veterans , and their families tests or among the, Hlroahlma-
·11,ttentlon to · t,be plight of .an , · . . • nesses .. Widows ·have been left receive proper medical and Nagasaki occupation forces. 
:eattm-~ted ,2!!0,000 .veterans · .who .,.•~, i.,•: .· . Senator Arlen Specter (R'.-Pa. ) pennlless, often saddled with financial aid; to gain recognition And finally, Kelly·says that this 
:want the governmenUo recognlu :..a-racy la a member:, of the and Rep. Robert Edgar (D-Pa.) huge medical debts because of the that exposure to radiation from year, the organization has re
:1ts' repon.slblllty for their JX!Ol'.:.'NaUonal Association of Atomic · v,illl sponsor ' bills In the Senate extended and complicated Ill- atomic and nuclear ·. weapons celved commitments tor Congres
_physlcal conditions by. admitting. Veterans, an organization found-'. and House, proclaiming the day . nesses of their deceased hus- causes a multitude o! health slonal hearings Into the problems· 
that they were used as ·guinea . ed by Orville and Wanda Kelly of Tracy Is asking that the people of bands. problems ; to assure that history and needs of American service 
pigs . Btirllnglon, Iowa. Orville has this area urge the N .H . · Congres- According to Kelly, there Is now shows the true story of the Atomic personnel exposed to radiation . 
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/Atomic Veterans/ Group 
Pushing for Recognition 

The National Association of high incidence of cancers 'and other 
Atomic Veterans, a nonprofit organ!- radiation-related diseases," the re
zation formed to bring attention to lease said . . '.'A disproportionate num
the potential health problems of radi- , ber of their children suffer genetic 
ation exposure by American soldiers, damage." The Association wants to 
held a press conference Wednesday find the veterans or their widows and 
at the Capitol to publicize its work. children to warn them about the sus-

The organizatio1n, founded in Au- pected illnesses and help them file 
gust 1979 in Burlington; la., has claims for government assistance. 
chapters in 18 states and encouraged More information about the organ
the formation of. an Arkansas chap- ization may be obtained by .'calling 
ter. The group wants recognition and Little Rock SANE, an antinuciear or
justice for veterans who may be have ganization, at 565-3581, or by writing 
suffered lll effects because they the National Association of Atomic 
weren't wearing protective clothing Veterans at 1109 Franklin Street, 
near sites in Nevada and the Pacific Burlington, la. 52601. • 
Ocean where the government tested 
nuclear weapons between 1945 and 
1962 . 

. The group has scheduled a regional 
meeting for 1 p.m. Saturday in Jack
son, Miss., for "atomic veterans" 

> from Mississippi, Alabama, Louisi
ana, Arkansas, Florida and Tennes

= see. 

250,000 Exposed 
E. Cooper Brown of Burlington, 

1_ the group's general counsel, distrib
uted prepared statements at the Cap-

• itol saying 250,000 veterans were be
lieved exposed to radiation during 

- the tests or during the United States 
occupation of Hiroshima and Naga
saki in Japan after those cities were 

· bombed . 
. . "Many. of these men now suffer a 

L 



VA yields 
to atomic 
vets' care 

WASHINGTON (UPI) - The Vet· 
erans Administration, reversing a 
17-month policy, ha, agreed to pro
vide free medical treatment to veter• 
ans who took part in atmospheric 
atomic tests . and whose illnesses 
might be related to radiation expo• 
aure. 

Dr. D. Earl Brown, the agency 's 
deputy chief medical director, an • 
nounced the change in testimony 
Thursday to the Senate Veterans' 
Affairs Committee. 

A 1981 law required free health 
care for veterans for ailments that 
might be aaaumed to have resulted 
f~om exposure to Agent Orange or 
radiation. The agency began provid
ing tho care to those exposed to the 
herbicide but limited the treatment 
for "atomic veterans" to those suf• 
fering from cancer or thyroid dis
eaae. 

UNDER THE NEW POLICY, treat
ment for the estimated 220,000 serv· 
icemen at Nevada nuclear test sites 
from 19•C>-1962 or in the postwar oc• 
cupation forces at Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, Japan , will · be provided 
for "any type of illness that may be 
related to exposure ,'' agency 
spokesman Ozzie Garza aaid today . 

"Thia la a very important atep in 
our fight for Juatice," declared E. 
-Cooper Brown, counael for National 
Auociation of Atomic Veterans . 
Brown formerly worked at N AA V 
headquarters in Burlington, Iowa, 
and now head■ it■ Washington of
fica . 

He said NAAV "will be moo· 
itoring the VA closely ... to insure 
that needed health care is indeed 
pr<ividod." 

~rown ; Wanda Kelly of Bur• 
llngton, NAAV executive director; 
and N AA V'a national research dl
rocwr, Anthony Guariaco of Topok, 
Ariz ., attended the Senate hearin1 
and plan to attend tho hearing of 
!.be Houae Veterans' Affairs Com
mittff in May. 

· (Kelly's late husband , Orville, in 
Burlington founded NAA V and the 
now -worldwide "M ake Today 
Count" organization for those with 
terminal illneues. Ha auccumced in 
1980 to cancer he believed was re· 
lated to military service at nuclear 
test aites.l · 

Brown alao •aid four aervice or· 
ganizations - American• Legion , 
VFW, DAV and Amvets - are lob· 
hying for a congreaaional resolution 
uking President Reagan to pro
claim July 16 National Atomic Vet· 
erana Day. A co-aponsor is Rep. 
Jim Leach, R-lowa. 
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.S) ~-'- .c : ' "lA.";~L"iG me~lcal _survey <1n _themselves and tbeir children and ;}~~9E81.!r,J! .. ¥~~--ry, _Tenn., suf!e~ frOlll a down for hdp at ~~ N~~o~ N }' • 'ff.,, : ., _..~ter (j ~ 
. SUN Stai~ Wnt.?r . their children's children. · fmf~.-.~~er,.}~aI_JlreaC,y .b¥ resulted in -the in Beth~ t~ ~,! .... _-.\ j -.\ ' t ·.1~'.f-J:0·:.'. ·- \ f 

\\'_he~ the Natl~nal Assc-:iation of Atorn.~c Veterans The vets' discovered 24 per~nt of ~e 500 responses ji~"~ ~ ... ~)e~JJle ,!~t f~~ the .loss of Treatmmt}~' _Jap~ 0.m_cl ,, 
0 

_ • • _ _ . , , , _ ~ - • •• • ~ \ 

met in Las Vegas tast ye;:,_r, they launched the largest suffered cancer - not including skin cancer - ~ 't ban4'1,Jjn .l!le dJS:ordet. :,.... · cine and c ~lt-Uke treatments, ~ .. ~ -:.~ --~ -· _ J: 
manhunt in ~;_ic hist:rY. ~[ _our counL1 ." percent muscle problems, 55 percent joint d~ :~~: ~,r~~~~~-so-klndly 'or with so lleved the·.F,~.ffl-·•~r-!:A-~_.l~r-'~i:-~~ ""o~ ~~ .. 1,: 

~he_se sok,H:T~;. w_.,0 c,a~m they were ex-posed ~o and 48 percent lung problems. . . ~ r -~1~1,~ my plt~re}if~," Srntt.b- . time.; ._ ·::':":':.""~-..Z~ • .:..,,.,J;.,;!L~~--~-,-: - _l 
rad1a t~on fri:m:, at-0.n,2 ~m~ .:xpl~ed ,at lhe Nevaua Other areas reported include skin_ cancer, mternal . ll;'ijd~f>f~, ~~ ·w~ ~'.I" him iri ll~pltals · _"They s: ~tfl.f:~ -~..gl.v.es -~~ • · . ~# '.\i · 1· 

_T~~-Site and ,r.. t.te Fac1[1c islands 111 the 1950s, were disorders heart problems, emotional problems, - tyoand Hf.riij~ where ht traveled at his own the sw~ g moves up my arm J-·abo~ :;;'C1> ·~~ 1-~. 

seeking others whv crouched with them in the rashes, s:vere headaches, less of hearing, tinnit~ an~. ~ .:· --~!d'l•?''.. ~ ,_; -::. ~ < . ~ ' . ' : '• . medlatelt'F ~iluive lt'~~'off/~Jie•~~~-;.-· ·· 
!!~J!Ches and on the ship decks to witness the nuclear sterility. .- . - ~ <-i~ t'" ·,~~tbetjnan's p~lems began ln 1946 after World the swellli~ ~-\mlld .b~er'•_' EO -~ 1~~,? .. 
~ts. · .. - _., .• :, . . ~ , _ . :out of the500responses to the survey, 135 re~ ~)Jar;_ll_ where lie witne<JSed two nuclear explosio_ns on cerned a~~t~-~.,~~ ~ i~~~~-1<~ :,;oot,\ , , 
5-: .. M.ost:, linp()rtan~ ~e atomic ~eterans asked for miscarr~ges. ~d, ln a smaller sample, conduc~by_ ~~ Atoll In the Marshall Islands. He was stationed receiving ~~ ,. :<-; -~c½-;, -r~"f~ ~'l,i14L. l' 
.~cwds:of cancers,-~ and birth defects among Dorothy Legarreta of Berke,ley, Calif., 277 re~ ~~OQ -~e deck of , th~ \JS-5 Allen M. Sumn~r during Accomr,~nytpg ~mi~~\ , J'..$~,1k~~( ~· 

:~~-.children, _tpnesses the vet_s cl~m came from , serio1,15 defects. __ many of the children showiI_lg ~~\ ~tlon Cr,oosroad:"~d was exploring the island bert C?f .M~~!~ts I.t-a<µf1!~ i~~~W,; 1 
~ure to the invisible radioactivity from_ the than one defect. · ' - :· · -~·:_,~~:;j 1!'1~-~~ ~ -~ch _blut. ~ , _ who l.i ,tr;~~,.~ -r~f,~~-lJi~_,;J . . . . -~-i..'t ~ 
_bor;nbs. . _ . . _. . . In fact_: atomic vets• children showed a 50 percent · •·Soon after tests, Smitherman was admitted to a No~ern (;allfo~·!orlfie a ___ . . ~en_ .~-.. , '~- J 

· .. ~ :-~~:~ they gathered_ in Washington, _D.C'. last v.:eek inc!de~e.· __ of retardation, physical blrth defects ~~ nµ.!ltary .h~pital fot: treatment of burns and swell~g , ~ )ili -T~Eiesseei~;4~ ::t~i:~ ~tr.f~;:~ ;~~-_ ~ 
1~:fhis year.s ~nvention, members discovered they . other m~cal problems, while _l;h~ grandchll~ ~-o( _hl5 _~eet .and_ !eg,,_ flnt diagnosed as a. kldn~!, S~_the1~n h?p.es ~ -~~,.~~~?.-11--~ . -~ ,,;\'c, ~ 
:ha~ in a very real se~ found th~1;1' men. total another 18 percent of the same problems, the :, alb:nent-_Sml~e~ _received a medical disc_harge _ ·qfuor tor , r,,10~. ·~tom.}c~r,~lffi~~ _- --~ ,~ ~ 
. : In th_e wt year, about 8,000 atonuc veterans and :rtudy said: _ · · · - · _ :: ~ the ~avj 1n August. 19(7 at the a,ge,,:of l0:1 tfli~~~~~~)i~ ~ u~ 1 

. • .,.._.rii' · i , 
__ their families have been found, So~thern Nevada The survey was presented to Physicians for~ _ ---~Be began hls battle for govermnent compensation_ '"-~ --a,~'· t~~;~~,~~ai.~~~;ii,t~- · ·r.•~r : -
~Y. represen~tlve Ted Przyguckl said. At)~t Responsibility and N~V Pl:esid~ John Smlth· bi 19~6, but was denied five ui:nes and awaits a~ 'Tm gclng to ba?_g orqo.~ei~~~:-e.- ,•-kr, ·_ ,;;- , ed. 0

_ · 

-:.-~~,v_ets have s1g0ed th~lves up on the mailing erma.n met witli ~•~-~~ and ra~~? decls1?n on his appeal made m March. _ _ NAAV member:s _ pro~s~_ to"ha_!!~} n_Jaire'!' '!1th_ : 1 
•· ~ -_'1e ad~ed. · · . ., · .· . · . experts in an;~orl t.o: eatablbb r~~U~ c~, Smitherman was a~pted·at the Japa~e::;e ·ho~p,- 11111'., and !hey intend to spread the ~:?~~ .. ~~~;;,the .~- '. 
~-?"'-¾f.µy~ met with Neva~ Sen. Howard Cannon the ·Uni~ states; -- :; : ~ . : ti · :' ~ - · ' · .. }~f/P-{ tab for treatment just three days after being turned :::ation an1il the world. · ·- .. - · · ': t 
.:2fo/.~ ~ ... pu..rtutes .when be.attended ~e conference. · · : "H _·.-~ ,.;.,, ,, - ·~! · :•/:~~ ;• ----- - --- _____ -----·------ -- .'-----------~~~~- ' 

~ :. "~YJ-~~r.e~ts for vetB w~ have_ to wait_ for _ 
~.;£n~~-)~ye(r;",i_~guckl reported, pointing out the ;I 

::·;Democratic ~ .tor cannot Introduce legislation thla =::_::~~~-~ .-... -_ ,,_ ~··:·_"-.. . - ;· r.. . ·. -·_. , ·. --- -":~~ '1 
,.:-'--".::-::The veterans won better access to Veteran's Ad
~~'~nfs'ti-aUori. hos.,pltals las(year when President Re
.:._::~~n signM new legislation, but reviews have been 
:.:·; nnxe<J. on the resuits of Ui~ program. . . .· . 
-~:. The atomic vetB . say'· they need improved laws 

::_~owing them treatment from private physicians for 
: :-_: tli~~f!1SelV~ and their deformed children, at govern
:..·.·ment expenS<:. 
:_.._._ ·. "'NAA V was founded by Orville and Wanda Kelly, 
-_:-::~}ter Orville's death in 1976 from leukemia. Wanda 
: ·.-..continues as director of the national organiz.;;tion 

-~..:::: fr_o_~ her home in Burlington, Iowa. , 
.-.::~.But NAAV didn 't wait for the government to ac '. . 
_:..-\V_i0in th e 1as 1. 12 months, mem ber:;: rPsponcl cd to ;i 
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senatd~s>tOJ2heck, Health Ef;i¢ttsJ:>£- Ea1:1Y;lJ."t;Sf.A tOrftic 'Te§ts · 
.;,,· : ·-.. . . •· ' ~~,:-:-li ~-~- - .:~ •. ,:••:,;• ' ·• .. , S. ·, .. . •;,-,::~ af .-v'e,-, ,,, ):- • • 

,,,. :-By JU~flll MiriER ,· . . ~ -to ~c~~ledge 'tlli{ tlie illnesses :]~. ;a ~'fl : t<mfei:~~;'. :t~t ~p•s. ~er:e ~e~le-;R~presentati~ of,Ute ~a~ 
., - .. si,ed~to~+Y~~ were related.to the radiation exposure. . leaders offer~ prelimmary,esults ,of a tional Association of Atomic .Veterans 

WASHINGTON;> Sept. -20 :!.. Senator · "Our people are ·dying . at ala.mil.pg ' poll of 500 members'who ?Y tj}ey swfer acknowl~ged that . the :poll :.:flndlngs 
Alan· K. Simpson, . Republican ·of Wyo. rates, and the_, Government refu.Ses to from .radiation-relatedJllness .and• wtio -we1f·not,~•scientific;'' since the sample 
ming, chairman of :the Committee on helpt said- :Jorui;i•Sm_itberman, the : . ,. . .· > . · . : .. , .,:·: .. ,. -.. . : ... · w~ ~tnal1"and non-rando111.-\ . . ·,•.:.· : .! . 
Veterans Affairs, agreed· ... today to hold pres1dentof.theassocl_. au_ on._·,,.'",: , .. ,', . ~urn~ ~~~nna!1r'·.P .;tJ:ie .500, .~ - ·~: -"'_,.,·. ' . , . --~-: c ·· ., _':"y ,-,.-, •. . · · t ·· · .. -- ., ::··. _. · ·. ·· ···-· ... ,_ percenJ-reyvu=·suf1enno.,,..,,,.kindof .. -· ·· ; ·- .,· · · · - · 
hearings next. year to explore whether _ . . Officials t· of the -De(erise _:'Nuclear : cance··· , . 't ·frl . rcent .· · ~-:"tt'°· :.':;=~-- .1 .•. . d. · :: .Blit-~~':11 so many . us>;'llfe ,_skk 
participants in_ ear, ly_ a_ tomic W"'""'"" Age·ncy ha,;e •sa·i'd··_•'-·~t-· a·· oo"u• ·t·•. 250-_· -,i.,,,; ,- terl. .. .. -1u•· ~and.. 55. -~ -~d _muse~,- .• ~ •. 1.e- _with so man'y of .the same 1llnesses,.and · -r-•- · · ·• · ·. · ._.,... · ,l!W · ora on percent. ete orat on .. ·· · · •. -- · t · -- · ' · . 
tests had st1ffere<Ldis~es .brought on veterans took•_· part_ · m abolit'230 _a_· tml>S'-_ •;: . of-i!.:.: jol.nts; l"'te'rna· l d•--,;.rd· e· ..... _..;.re· ._, -v,,~ ~ -~!Y. common b<_md _we ,baye '." 
by their exposure to radiation; >'. . · · · pheric tests from 1945 ·to'l9S3. They·_ aC-: po· -~~ by· 42 ,. - t -~ d . . ~,;; ,.•.:---~f- ,J>8;rt.icipat1or_i m that -~ting l?rogral?, 1t 
·_._Jbe ;hearings;':a icommlttee'_cspokes:. ' 1- · · · .. ·.( ·· ·· · , .. · • _percen • 1111 - ..., -~i;cen ~i nuses soqie questions •~ -said 
xnan said;: would also focus on ·whether kno~ edge that, ma.nr o -th~ ;foi:iner c_1ted lung problems;i,s~~ as shortn~ ·)i :oan a direcior of the ~ ; . ;·.. . 
th f 

, . . , · · serv1cemen_ are ill bµt d~n~ tnat;the Ul- . of breath and scarring of lung tissue. ~ - ·, · ' · · ~ , ' · · · gro . ' · :· 
e :De ense Department and Vete@ris nesses are related to rad1atton: · - ·· . ·. · • ·· ' · :· -.;~ ,-,_,_,· · ·, ·. · · · · '· · · •.' I:' • ' ' · · 

Administration ·had ,. withheld lnfonna- · . • . . · . . ·· , ,Fifty percent of those sutveye<l ,.re-: . 11tenuclear.agencyhas~rtec1Jhat 
tion.froin ~ veferaris . . · ._ ·, .. ~-\ ;- ; About 150 assoc1at1on members rnet , ported that .their children had disabil~ mosq>f. the veterans recei

1
ved far --less 

. Mr, . Simpso.n· _me_t, witlt'. represen~- here_ over the week~nd and visited ities of some kind; is percent ~id their rad_!llt_lon than ,workers In the 1tt~rnic 
tives ·of -- the Naliorial Association of members of Congress1onalcommitees grandchildrenhadgenetlcdefects. power~ndustry no..,.. receive in a year. 
Atomic Ve~erans, a three-year old on veterans. Copper Brown, a lawyer . . Th~ is no evidence, .th&"agency said, 
group that.has been pressing the.Veter- for the group, said it .was -'..'in danger of ':q~e--hundred and thirty-five 7miscar-. to ~upport assertions that the vetenins' 
ans Administration to grant the veter- being a group.with no veterans and only riages we_re reported · by the -~ -~ - Illnesses could. be caused··by the ·very 
ans . "service-conne<:fed disabilities" widows and children as members ." spondents • 11 percent said that they low levels of radiation they received. 
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Atomic vets fight cancer, bureaucracy 
b.y Rena Wish Cohen 
Herald...,,.,.., 

In 1957, Orville Kelly crouched on a 
beach in the South Pacific as an atom 
bomb exploded almbst literally in 
front of his nose. 

Twenty-two times in the ~ 12 
months, as the U.S. government contin
ued its nuclear testing program, the 
Army sergeant witnessed the same 
harrowing scene: the nuclear fireball, 
the deafening roar, the shaking when 

I 
::

0
~hock wave reached Kelly and his 

What be did not ~w then was that 
those 22 explosions set a time bomb 
ticking inside his body. But in June 
1973, the Burlington, Iowa, resident 
was diagnosed as having lymphocytic 
lymphoma, or cancer of the lymph sys
tem - an ailment that has been scien
tifically linked to radiation. 

After that, Kelly became a crusader. 
In 1974, he founded Make Today Count, 
an organization to help the incurably 
ill and their families deal with illness. 
And before he died last June 24, at the 
age of 49, Kelly and his wife Wanda 
founded the National Assn. of Atomic 
Veterans, a group dedicated to finding 
others in Kelly's boat and pleading 
their case with the federal govern
ment 

NAA V NOW has 2,000 "atomic vet
erans" on its mailing list, but that is 
only a fraction of the 250,000 soldiers, 
airmen, sailors and Marines who are 
estimated to have been exposed to ra
diation during the government's atom
ic testing program from 1945 to 1961. 

This weekend, Wanda Kelly and 
about 20 sympathizers were in Chicago 
to plot strategy for finding other atom
ic veterans and enlarging NAA V into a 
nationwide pressure group. 

"1981 is going to be one of the more 
Jmportant years of our existence be
cause it's the year of the big push," 
said Tom Saffer, ijle group's deputy di
rector and an atomic veteran who has 
·been afflicted by muscle problems no 
physician bas been able to diagnose. 

One of the group's chief goals is to 
break down the stone wall that usually 
greets a veteran with an illness like 
Kelly's wnen he requests financial 
compensation from the Veterans Ad
ministration on the grounds his ail
ment was caused by exposure to radia
tion. 

The problem: the VA typically 
grants benefits for illnesses contracted 
only during a serviceman's tour of 
duty or within a year alter discharge. 

Cancer may not show up until years 
later. 

IN ADDfflON, conclusive evidence 
linking a case of ~ to a given 
event, such as an atomic test, IS diffi
cult to come by. It is complicated by 
the tact that the Defense Dept kept 
poor ~rds on which servicemen par
ticipated in the tests and what their ra
diation exposure was. Worse, some of 
the records were destroyed during a 
1973 fire. 

The VA fmally granted Kelly's claim 
a year ago, after six years of wran
gling. As of Oct. 1, according to Lew 
Golinker of the National Veterans Law 
Center in Washington, D.C., the VA bad 
granted a total of 12 claims related to 
atomic testing. It had denied 704. 

But Gollnker believes tbinp may be 
looking up. 

" In late September, the VA awarded 
a claim to the widow of a man who had 
died of leukemia. and they bad no evi
dence at all that he was even there," 
said Golinlter, an attorney who attend
ed this weekend's NAA V meeting at 
the Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church, 
600 W. Fullerton Ave. "They said he 
was present even though there were no 
supportive records; they said he 
received the maximum recorded dose 
of radiation even though they don't 
know where be was during the test; 
and they ac~wledged that leukemia 
has been linked to radiation." 

Another bright spot is a study by the 
Center for Disease Control in Atlanta, 
Ga., which discovered nearly three 
times more cues of leukemia among 
the 3,224 servicemen present at the 
widely puJ,llci7.ed "Smoky" shot in Ne
vada on Aug. 31, 1957, than what would 
be expected. 

THE STUDY, published in the Oct. 3 
issue JlJ Uie Journal of the American 
Medical Assn., identified nine cases of 
leukemia among the men, compared 
wiUlan expected 3.5. Researchers con
cluded that either the participants 
were exposed to more radiation than 
the records indicated, or that danger 
exists at a lower level of radiation ex
posure than previously believed. 

'I'he National Academy of Sciences is 
scheduled to dtl a larger stuct, involv
ing 20,000 veterans stationed in the Pa
clflc and 20,000 stationed in Nevada 
during the nuclear tests. But Seymour 
Jablon, the researcher heading the 
study, said it will be two or three years 
J)efore the report is~mpleted. 

Golinker believes the Smoky study 
eliminates the V,A's excuses for deny
ing radiaUon-related claims. But th3t 
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TWENTY-THREE YEARS after he watched a series of atomic test e, 
ploslons as an American serviceman, Orville Kelly, above, was des 
from a cancer of the lymph system linked to radiation exposure. 81 
his cause lives on as his widow, Wanda, continues with the Nation, 
Assn. of Atomic Veterans - a help group for veterans exposed 1 
atomic testing - that she and Kelly founded before he died. Th 
weekend, Mrs. Kelly and 20 other sympathize~ were In Chicago plot 
Ing strategy for finding more of the 250,000 servicemen who wltnesse 
nuclear bomb testing In the 1850s. · 

research is not the final scientific 
word. And Wanda Kelly is not holding 
her breath. 

"We're still fighting a long battle, 
the diminutive widow said Saturday. • 
pray be (Golinker) will be right" 




