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ISSUE PAPER 

TO: Mrs. Shannon Fairbanks 
Senior Policy Advisor, Office of Policy Development 

FROM: Nick Longworth, Consultant 
Veterans Administration 

SUBJE°CT: Agent Orange Is·sue 
Current . Status 

ISSUE: How may the Administration most effectively provide for the concerns of the public 
regarding Agent Orange, and counter the adverse publicity generated by this issue. 

BACKGROUND: The National Veterans Task Force on Agent Orange plans a working conference 
at American University, May 22-24 on "development of viable resources to meet the needs 
of Agent Orange victims"; Vietnam Veterans Against the War, National Association of Black 
Veterans, New Jersey Victims of Agent Orange, Vietnam Veterans Still Suffering, 2 AFL-CIO 
Locals and the American Postal Workers Union plan to picket the VA, march past the White 
House and rally in Lafayette Park on May 22nd; and the Brooklyn-Staten Island Vet Center 
is sponsoring an "Agent Orange Marathon" to . raise money for an Ac1,,-Clinic. (Attachment 1) 
Agent Orange, composed of 2,.4-D, 2,4,5-T and an unwanted cont inant, dioxin (TCDD), was 
used as a defoliant on 10% of Vietnam (1962-70). There is no clear evidence that exposure 
to Agent Orange results in any long-term adverse effects on/humans other than chloracne, 

·an acne- like skin condition. VA records indicate that while individuals who fear they've 
been exposed have serious concerns, the issue appears to be of minimal concern to most of 
the 2~8 million who served in Vietnam - only 5% of phone calls to Regional Offices concern 
AO; 9,643 written inquiries have 'been received ( .34% of those who served in Vietnam); 
7,993 claims have been filed ( .29% of those who served in Vietnam). Efforts to resolve 
the issue include the VA's specific studies, Policy Coordinating Committee, Data Analysis 
Task Force, Chloracne Task Force, AO Registry, and numerous studies by other government 
and civiliam agencies. (Pg. 8) The VA Epidemiological Study, PL 96-151 December 20, 1979 
(design contract recently awarded to UCLA) should identify any long-term disease/disability 
associated with Vietnam service. The USAF Ranch Hand Study of 1196 personnel who sprayed 
Agent Orange and are currently the only group in which exposure levels can be documented, 
should help to determine whether disease or disability is associated with AO exposure. To 
date DOD has been unsuccessful in determining individual exposure since definitive troop 
movement records were not kept. The Interagency Work Group oversees and coordinates all 
federal research efforts on AO. A lawsuit has recently been brought in NY District Court 
by a group of veterans charging VA with malpractice and failure to provide appropriate 
medical care to AO victims. General Counsel believes VA will be successful in deferring 
the suit. Although available scientific evidence does not support the contentions that 
AO has a permanent adverse effect on human health or any effect other than chloracne, 
the VA remains most concerned about the real fears of Vietnam veterans who, in President 
Reagan's words "obeyed their country's call", · and is firmly committed to resolving this 
issue expeditiously. Vietnam veterans who are concerned about AO exposure will receive 
a complete baseline medical examination, the full scope of medical care for which the 
person is eligible, and will be tracked through the AO Registry. 45,000 have already 
received this service. Special attention should be focused on HR 34-99 (Attachment 2), 
recently passed by the HVAC, which presents unmanageable professional and resource 
problems. 

OPTIONS: 1) Immediate statement to reaffirm support of and confidence in scientific 
validity of Ranch Hand Study and oversight work of Interagency Work Group ( which is 
generally accepted by Congress and Vet organizations as unbiased), followed by periodic 
statements on status of studies; 2) Do nothing, wait for additional scientific data. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: Immediate statement of concern for the problem and support for the VA 
Epidemiological Study, AF Ranch Hand Study and Interagency Work Group. Statement should 
be made before Friday, May 22nd. Suggested statement on Page 1_7. Intensive work with 
SVAC and HVAC to formulate a compromise. Continuance of present VA policies. 



BUDGET 

The following is a summarization of budgeted monies 
activities in FY '81 and FY 1 82. 

FY I 81 FTE 

Administrative 8 
Research 3 
Medical Care 30 

41 

This represents . 05% of all DM&S allocated funds. 

FY 1 82 

Administrative 
Research 
Medical Care 
ODM&T 

FTE 

11 
3 
75 
4 
93 

{P-:} This represents . 11 % of all DM&S allocated funds. ,~ 

gent Orange 

Dollars 

71'9, 000 ·--216,000 
$2,200,000 
$3,126,000 

Dollars 

809,000 
516,000 

6,579,000 
1,600,000 

$9,504,000 

>'.c Administrative, Research and Medical Care funds are provided by Department 
of Medicine and Surgery. 

ODM&T funds are provided by Office of Data Management and Telecommunications. 

4. 



Another unfortunate legacy of the Vietnam conflict 

the conti· uing concern of many veterans that they have 

suffered nr may yet develop health problems as a result of 

long-term effects of certain chemicals to which they were 

exposed while serving in Vietnam. This Adninistration is 

committed to the fullest possible scientific examination 
. 

of these concerns, with the aim of insuring that this 

matter is dealt with fairly and equitably. The important 

scientific research being coordinated by the White House 

Interagency Work Group, including the Air Force Ranch Hand 

Personnel Study, will be a major priority of this 

Administration. 

17. 



DRAFT 

Mr. Ronald Bitzer 
Center for Veterans Rights 
514 West Adams Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90007 

Dear Mr. Bitzer: 

I am pleased to respond to your mailgram posing a series of 

questions about the Veterans Administration. I apologize for 

the delay in responding but wanted to allow time for my staff 

to thoroughly review your concerns. 

each question: 

I will respond below to 

Delayed Stress Among Vietnam Veterans 

1. Mr. Hopkins• case was thoroughly reviewed by a panel of 

psychiatrists at the Brentwood VA Medical Center, prompted 

by his demands made at the Wadsworth VA Medical Center. . 
• '":..:' ~:-, ' ~ .... ; _,.,,_ ~'t~. ~-.... ... •.• ,: - .,, : ;.t £-,., .. ~ ~- r-- •· .:. ~ .• -. • .- . ,' ••• ·r. -· 

No evidence of a post-trawnatic stress disorder was found but 

he did have psychological symptoms which preceded his military 

service. The criteria, as described in the Diagnostic and 

Statistical Manual III, specifically indicate that the symptomatology 

must occur after a severe stressol" during active military service. 

z. No treatment was recommended for Mr. Hopkins nor wa-s 

medication prescribed. 
I 

The VA assures me that they will .be 



DRAFT 

Mr. Ronald Bitzer 

gla.d to investigate this matter further but some time would be 

required to obtain the medical records and have them reviewed 

?,Y their Central Office psychiatrists • . ·The Coroner's Report ia 

not yet available. 

3. In March 1980, the Veterans Administration liberalized its 

method of considering a psychiatric disorder having its onset 

with a life threatening · episode in military service, including 

being a Prisoner of War. 

It established a procedure to be followed in examining veterans 

which would elicit information to establish a proper diagnosis, 

which would lead to the grant of service connected compensation 

for post-trauma.tic stress disorder. The procedure and grant 

, • o·· f · · " .- · · · ~ ·:- , . · ~ "' "' I • 

benefits were a liberalization, in line v.i th the latest findings 

of the American Psychiatrie Association. · 

4. · The VA has been actively involved in an educational program 

to acquaint their staff with the characteristic symptomatology of 

the post-traumatic stress disorder. A resource group ~omposed 

of VA and non-VA experts has been utilized in this program, 

especially in the VA'• Vietnam \rtteran outreach programs. 
. - . 

They will continue ~ ·stress the importance ot recognizing this 
~;----:.-

- di aorder ,_ as welt' · • - · · ;· e.ntal d 
~-- s - -

,. 
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DftAFT 

. 4lapo1S.. of cbloi-aa.. . Two . 64\1:cattonal coafe.roce~ for. di~ 

'£-avtromnea.tal PllytJlciaa. ta VA medical c~ater• have dealt with 

deflllltlYe dla:eu.aaloia. ol the diagaoet•. It ~ almost comp! t 

would wa.r.rant elaborattou. ot Dr. Slu:.pa.&'4•• statetne.nt f 

· ·-· .AprU 1.1. lC,81. No videaeo •• b&ea l:.rftaht lorwarct. l fact. 

that VA phyaiclana are m.ladl&grtoatu1 ehloraue ol" that it • 

Vietnam veteran. 

2. 0a July 1. 1988, -the Veteran• AdmimatraUOJl. wrote to you 

lion Ac\ tor 

. -
Call!ol'Gia and informing yo• that tho agency uld. could r 

ro•~ r• uest ma.der the authority aa4 requlremeota of Title ,a 

_ Umtecl Stat•• Code. paragraph J)Ol. A defbdtlwe asa If to you 

-
;/Ii 

.1.~?.~ ·~ 
~... ")I ! . . ·. \ _ _. ~ l 

,P 1V 



DRAFT 

·· · Mr. Ronald Bitzer 

request was postponed pending a comprehensive review and evalua­

tion for the former Administrator concerning the general area of 

name and address disclosures. This review was not completed 
,- ~ -;__•,;,.:_~~,...:..~"I!-~· -;~;~~:;~::..•--r·-.._J-" ;,...... ·.r-•-- _~--i:,r;~ .'--, -~-- · ,~•· :-¼•I,.,....._;,....-.....,.,._~---•--..-.• , ...... ~~---

because of the change in Administrations . Policy options in this 

area will be presented to the new Administrator upon his appointment. 

3. There is no need at this time to appoint an outside group to 

examine the VA1s handling of "re .. entry pro~l~ms0 whi-ch may have 

resulted from Agent Orange exposure. The issues surrounding the 

use of Agent Orange in Vietnam relate to physical conditions more 

than to "re-entry. 11 The Veterans Administration is actively 

pursuing answers to the medical questions related to Agent Orange 

exposure. 

4. Neither the officials at the Veterans Administration nor I can 

speak for those who picketed the VA Central Office on May 22, 

1981. We understand, however, that the approximately 30 individuals 

who demonstrated there were part of a conference of about 200 

veterans who met in Washington to express their concerns regarding 

claims of disability due to Agent Orange a.nd delayed stress. 



DRAFT 

Mr. Ronald Bitzer 

. Budget Cuts in the VA 

1. All federal activities have been asked to participate in efforts 

to control deficit spending. The VA budget, through i.-ealignment 
... .; ... ·. 

of existing resources, permits the Veterans Administration to 

continue to treat a record number of veteran patients with a 

professional staff of unprecedented quality. l believe that the 

American people ca.n be confident that the health care of this 

Nation's veterans is not being neglected, 

The Academic Affairs Inlormation Letter which you referred to in 

your mailgram urged VA facilities to search for methods of cost 

containment. The letter points out that housestaff save money: 

11As long as housesta.ff provide essential patient-care services, 

the Nation's hospitals could thereby. f~ction with fewer p;ractieing 
. ~ . . . 

physicians resulting in lower operating budgets. 1• There is reference 

to a private (not VA) hospital where the cost was up to 60 percent 

more on teaching versus non-teaching floors of the hospital, largely 

on the basis of more laboratory tests. Howeve r, all intensive ·care 

patients were admitted to the teaching flool" which would require 

higher cost• to deliver the more intensive care. 
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DRAFT 

Mr. Ronald Bitzer 

2. There are no planned reductions of physician positions in the 

VA medical care system now or in the foreseeable future. 

" ............ --- .,. .- --
I appreciate the opportunity to provide this information. 

RONALD REAGAN 

..,.., 



C 

f__ 

! __ . 

0 

4•031878s1q0 05/20/81 res IP~MTZZ CSP ~SHB 
213ij7q9215 MGM TDMT LOS A~GELES ~A 733 05•20 0125P ~ST 

PRES1DENT RONAL~ REAGAN 
WHITE r:OLSE 
WASr.INGTON DC 20500 

VIETNA~ V.ETERANS ARE REQUESTING A MEETING WITH THE PRESICENT Of THE 
UNITED STATES DURING YOUR ~E~ORIAL DAY VISIT TO SDUt~ERN CALIFOR~IA 
AT THE SITE - OF THE MARCH 1~, 1981 PRCTEST eY T~E LATE " JA~ES R- ~OFKJNS 
TO I~HuMANE TREATMENT BY VETERANS AD~I~lSTRATrON PERSONNEL TO THE 
SICK VETERANS OF THE NATio~; . - -

THE REASONS FOR THE ~ECESSITY CF THIS PERSONAL VISIT, WHICH SO~E 
VIETNA~ VETERANS AND SUPPORTERS ARE STRESSING BY OUR WAIT~IN !~ERE, 
ARE THE FDLLO~I~G1 . 

CELAYEC STRESS AHO~G VIET~AM VETERA~S 
~T~ERE ARE NO - FEATURES, co~PLAlNTS OR CLINICAL FlNDI~GS TO SUPPORT · 
ANY RELATICNSHIP TO AGENT ORANGE, OR T~E PCST.VIETNA~ STRESS 
SY~ORorE, ALTH00GH T~IS ~AS SPECIFICALL~ EXPLoREbn FROM THE . APRIL 
7-e, 1~81 CAS~ ~EVIE~ OF Tr.E LATE.JA~ES R HDPKlN~ AT THE ·sR~N!~OOD 
V,A, HOSPITAL BY DOCTORS CYRI~ BARNERT, RA~ZI ~IRIAKCS, GERA~D 
MCKENNA ANC MANUEL STRAKER, . . . 
1, WHY DID THE §RENT~OOD V,A, CASE REVIEW FOR JAMES~ HOPKl~S 
CD~PLICATE THE CRITERIA FOR A CIAGNos1s·oF DELAYED STRESS BY ADDING 
SY~PTo~S I~ AbDlTION TO THE -~INI~0H REQUIREMENTS - OF THE AMERICAN -

_ PSYC~IATRIC ASSCCIATlON (REFER TC SEE C!AGNOSTIC A~D STATISTICAL 
HA~UALS CF HENT~L DISORDERS~ 3RD EDITICN)? 
2, WILL YOU ORDER AN IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION INTO THE FAILURE Of 
WACS~oRT~ AND . BRENT~COD V,A, HCSPITALS TO PROVIDE .EVALUATIO~ ANO 
TREATMENT TO THt LATE JA~ES ~OFKINS? - -· 
3, ~HY ARE VIETRAM VETERANS, SPECIFICtLLY- SWORCS TO FLOWSHARES IN -~A~ 
FRAhCISCO~ QUESTIONI~G T~E ~CDIFICATIC~ OF ThEIR CRITERIA FOR­
DISABILITY COMPENSATION To VIET NAM VETERANS FOR DELAYED STRESS ev 
THE V[TERA~S AD~INlSTRATioh, SC THAT FE~ER VETERANS ,u1LITY FOR 
SERVIcE-CO~NECTED DISABILITY A~D REHAEILITATioh FRCM THE GOVERNMENT, 
4, ~ILL YO~ ORDER A ~ATICNAL -It-.VESTIGATlON INTC T8E VETERANS 
AD~INISTRATION PROGRAMS CF PSYCHOLOGICAL cou~sELlNG FOR VIETNAr 
VE T E R ti t-- S B Y A T E A H Of NO~ • V , A , E X PE R T S I N T HE F I E l -C C f DE L A Y E. D 
STRESS? - . 

~EALTH PROBLE~S RELATEC TO AGE~T ORAhGE HERBICIDE EXPOSURE 
PIT IS HlG~ TIME THAT THE VETERANS AC~I~lSTRATlON ANC VARIOUS 
GOV E RN~ E t-. T AGE NC I ES e E SI- AK E. I\ F ROM T h E I R LE HiA R G Y - T O I'-· ARD A L. L - -~ - --_; .-- :,__ 
VETERt,~S,~ FRbM-THE ~ARCI- 1q; 1qe1 STATtMEhT oF THE LATE JA~ES R ~-­
HOPKINS FRCM THE LOCKED lo.ARC Of THE ERE~TWOOC V,A~ HCSPITAL, " .,. _ _....:,.-= 
1, ~~y HAS THE V,A, FAILED TO INSTRUCT THEIR EXAMlhI~G PHYSICIA ~~ 1 ~ ~~ 
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THE DIAG~osis oF CHLCRAC~E CESPITE T~E V,A, so~CALLEC PHYSICAL 
EXtd1-!NAT101' FOR- AGENT ORANGE TrAT THE V,A, HAS ADMINISTERED " FOR ~o~E 
THA~ T~O YEARS AND ThE MCRE THAN U0,000 VIET~,~ VETERANS WHO ~AVE . 
REQLiESTEC SUCH AN EXA~INATIO~ FRO~ THE V,A, HOSPITALS THRDUGHb~T T~E 
COU'NTRY? . 
WHY IS THE V,A, ONLY ABLE TO RESPOND TC QUESTIONS FMCM THE CtNTER FOR 
VETERANS RIGHTS CONCERNI~G ThIS IMPORTANT ~ATTER WI Th THE APRIL 21, · -
1981 sTATErENT FROM CR BARCLAY M SHEPARD THAT "THE TASK FORCE (ON 
AGENT CRA~GE) I~ CURRENTLY I~ THE PROCESS OF REFi~ING DIAGNbSTIC 
PRCCEOURES RELATIVE TO C~LORAC~E?" - . . 
2, hHY HAS THE VETERANS AD~l~ISTRATION CENTRAL OFFICE REFUSED 10 
ALLO~ OR 6E~Y - THE MiRCH 31, 1qso REQUEST BY THE tthTER FOR ~ETERANS 
RIGHTS FOR }HE NAMES AND ACCRESSES Of ALL DISABLED VETERANS OF THE 
VIETNA~ ERA JN CALIFORNIA ~NCER 38 U,S,C, SECTION -3301(F) FOR - THE 
PURPOSE CF OUTR[ACH TO T~E~ CO~CE~Nl~G THE AGE~T ORA~GE SERVICES OF 
THE VETERA~S ADMINISTRATI0~7 . . 
3, ~ILL YO~ APPOINT ~N EXPERT 'PANEL CF NON•V,A, INDIVIDUALS TO 
EVALUATE T~E NEED FOR A ~ATlGNAL DELAYED RE•ENTRY PRCGRA~ FOR ALL 4,? MI 
LLION VIElh~M V~TERA~S w~o HAVE LACKED !NFORrATIUN AEOUT THE 
VIETNaM RELATED . PROBLEMS of CE~AYED STRESS A~D USE OF TOXIC 
H E R E I C 1 D E S 7 . . - . - .,,, .. -
4, WHY ARE VIETNAM VETER~NS FLANNlNG TO PICKET THE CENTRAL DffICE !OF 
THE V,A, Ih hlSHINGTON DC c~ FRIDAY MAY 22, ·1981 · coNCERNING v;A, L-~~ 
OF ACTlO~ CN TH~ AG£NT ORA~~E ISS~ES7 

BUDGET CuTS I~ THE V,A, 
"I CALL ON PRESIDENT REAGA~ TO STOPS SPENDING ~ILLIOhS OF DOlLARS ·O~ 
INAUGURAL EALLS AND . TO UTILIZE THE MONEY FOR wHAt : THE DEFE~DERS OR . 
OUR FINE CCUNTRY ARE ENTITLEC TO," FROM THE MARC~ 1q, 1q&1 STATEME~T 
OF. THE LATE JAMES R. t-OPKINS, , . - -· - - -
1, WHY HAS THE DIRECTOR CF ThE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT .AND BUDGET 
ORCERED A 743 . MILLIOI\ DOLLAR REDUCTION IN THE ~EXT FISCAL Y~AR BUDGET 
OF THE V,A, - SYSTEMS ~ITHOUT ANY E~ALUATiON Of THE COSTLY MEblt~L -­
SC~OOL AFFILIATION Ih THE V,A, SYSTEr ~hICH DRAINS UF TO 60 PE~CENT 
OF THE MEQICAL BUDGET INTO T~AINING costs (SEE JULY ,3 19711 V~A, CEPT 
OF ~EDlCINE ~AND SURGERY LETTER 1L•1~•7~;U)? -. . -
2 • . How.WILL V,A, HOSPITALS EE ABLE TO OPERATE AT ALL WITH THE PLiN~ED 
REDU~TlO~ CF 20,000 - FHYSICJAhS I~ - THE HOSPITAL SYSTE~ BY t98b7 - -

PLEASE RESFOND 
CE~TER fCR VETERANS RIGHTS 
RONALD BITZER. 
TEL 213•7U6;.6315 
51U ~EST ADAMS BLVC 
LOS ANGELES CA 90007 

13123 ESl · 

,,, 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON -;,, ~.~~ $~ ~ .(,..,._ 

<...'.oo.p.,,.,- Cf.s., "--t.~ 

~~~ vJ/ ~ . 
{,./,L.. 1/'~c,...e.vc.,iA. ~~ 

~ 
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Q•OltB785lQO o5J20/81 res IP~MTZZ CSP ~SHB 
213ij799215 MGM TDHT LOS A~GELES CA 733 05-20 0125P ~Sl 

PRES1DENT - ~ □ NAL~ REAGAN 
WHITE t-,OLSE 
W(SPJNGTO~ DC 20500 

VIETN,~ VETERANS ARE REQUESTING A MEETING WITH THE P~ESICENT Of THE 
UNITED STATES DURING YOUR PE~O~IAL DAY VISIT re SOUt~ERN CALIFOR~IA 
AT THE SITE - OF THE MtRCH 1u, 1981 PRCTEST EY T~E LAtE · JA~ES R-bOFKJNS 
TO I~HLMANE TREATMENT BY VETERANS AD~I~lSTRATION PERSONNEL TO THE -
SICK VETERANS . OF THE ~ATio~; . . . 

THE REASONS FOR THE ~ECESsllY CF THIS PERSONAL VISIT, WHICH SO~E 
VIETNA~ VETERANS AND SUPPORTERS ARE STRESSING BY OUR WAIT~IN T~ERE, 
ARE THE FOLLO~l~Gr . . 

CELAYEC STRESS AHO~G VlET~AM VETERA~S 
~T~ERE A~E NO . FEATURES, corPLAlNTS OR CLINICAL FINDI~GS TO SUPPORT · 
ANY RELATlCNShl~ TO AGENT CRANGE, OR TkE PCST-VIETNA~ STRES~ 
SY~DRO~E, ALTH00GH Tt-1S ~AS SPECIFICALL~ EXPLoREbn FROM THE . APRIL 
7 • e , 1 r; 8 1 C t. S E R E V I E i.. 0 F T t-: E L Ii T E . J /.. t,'. E S R t-. CJ P K l N S A T T H E ·a R E N T \i- O D D 
V,A, HCSPITAL - BY DOCTORS cYRIL BARNERT, RH',ZI l<IRl/.KCS, GERAL.D 
MCKENNA ANC MANUEL STRAKER, . . . 
1, ~HY DID THE ~RENTi..OOD V,A. ·cASE REVIEW FOR JAMES -~ .HOPKl~S 
CD~PLICATE THE CRITEKIA FOR A CIAGNOSIS.OF DEL~Y£D SlRESS BY ADDING 
SYPPTo~S Ih AbDiTION TO THE .l"INI~0H REQUIREMENTS . Of THE .t.MERJCAN 
PSYC~IATRIC ASSCCIATlON (REFER TC . SEE ciAGNOSTIC AhD STATISTICAL 
HA~UALS CF HENT~L DISORDERS~ 3RD f:DITICN)7 
2, ~ILL YOU ORDER AN IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION I~TO THE FAILURE Of 
Wt-.CSi,.oRTI- AND . oRENTli1COD V,A, HCSPITALS TO PROVIDE. .EVALU4TIO~ A~D 
TREATMENT 10 TH~ LATE JA~ES t-OFKINS? . .. 
3, 1-iHY ARE VIETF-AM VETERANS, SPEClFICtLLY. S\tiCRCS TO FLOWSHARES IN -SA.N 
FRAI\CJSCOi QUf:STIONI~G TI--E l"CDlFICATlCh OF ThElR CRITERIA FOR- .. 
DISAEJLITY COMPENSATION TO VIET NAM VETERANS FCR DELAYED STRESS ev 
THE V[TERAhS ~D~lNISTRATio~, SC THAT FE~ER VETERANS ,u,LITY FOR 
SERVIcE-CO~NECTED DISABILITY A~D REHAeILITATloh fRCM THE GOVERNMENT, 
Q, WILL YO~ ORDER A ~ATICN/iL I~VESTIGATION I~TC T8E VETERANS 
AD~I~1ST~ATlON PROGRAMS CF PSYCHOLOGICAL cou~sELlNG FOR VIETNA~ 
VE T E R A h S B Y A T E J. H Of NO~ .. 'V , ~ , E X P E R T S l h" T HE F I E L-C C f DE L A Y E. D - . 

~EALlH PROBLE~S RELATEC TO AGEhT ORt~GE HERBICIDE EXPOSURE 
~IT JS HIG~ TIME T~AT THE VETERANS &C~I~JST~~TlON ANC VARJOGS 
GOVERN~EhT AGENtIES eE S~AKl~ FROM ThEIR LETkARGY . TO~ARD AL( 
YETERAhS,~ FRbM-THE ~ARCt- 1q; 19e1 STJ.Tt~EhT of · THE LATE JA~ES R 
HOPKINS FRCM THE LOCKED ~ARC Of THE ERE~TWOOC V,i, HCSPITAL, 
1, h~y HAS THE V,1 1 FAILED TO INSTRUCT THEIR EX~Hlhl~G Pr.YSICit~~ Tk 

i . 
J 
! 
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THE DIAG~osrs of CHLCRAC~E CESPITE T~E V,A, so-CALLEC PHYSICAL 
EX,tit-'.INATIOI\ FOR - AGENT ORANGE Tt--A.T THE V,A, HAS ADMIN!STERE.D - FOR ~o~E 
THA~ T~O YEARS AND T~E MCRE THAN U0,000 VIETI\A~ VETE~ANS WHO ~AVE . 
RE~LiESTEC SUCH AN EXA~INATlOI\ FRO~ THE Y,A, ~oSPlTALS THRO~GHb~T T~E 
C OU'tq RY? . 
WHt JS THE V,A, ONLY ABLE TD RESPOND TC QUESTIONS F~CM THE CtNTER F~~ 
VETERiNS RIGHTS CONCERNll\G T~IS IMPORTAhT ~ATTER WIT~ THE APRIL 27, 
1981 sTAlfrENT FROM CR BtRCLAY M SHEPARD THAT HTHE TtSK FORCE (ON 
AGENT CRA~GE) J§ CURRENTLY l" THE PROCESS OF REFi~ING DI~GNbSTlC 
PRCCEDURES RELATIVE TO C~LCRACI\E?" - . . 
2, kHY HAS THE VETERANS AD~ll\ISTRATICN CENTRAL OFFICE REFUSED TO 
ALLD\li OR DENY . THE MAF-CH 31, 1qE0 REQUES1 BY THE CEt-.TER FOR VETERANS 
RIGHTS FOR THE ~AMES AND ACCRESSES Of ALL DlStBLED VETERANS OF THE 
VIET~,I' ERA - IN tALIFORNIA ~t-.CER 38 u,s,t, SECT IO~ -3301(f) FOR - THE 
PU~FosE CF OUTR t ,cH TO T~E~ CO~CE~NI~G THE . AGEkT ORAI\GE SERVICES Of 
THE VETERA~S ADMlNISTRAll0~7 . 
3 1 ~ILL YDl APPOINT AN EXPERT PANEL CF NON•V,A, INDIVIDUALS TO 
EVALUATE T~E NEED FOR A ~ATICNAL DELAYED RE-ENTRY PRCGRA~ FOR ALL~.? MI 
LLIO~ VIEThAM V~TERAI\S w~o HAVE LACKED iNFOR~ATION AEOUT THE 
VIETN,P RELATED.PROBLEMS of ·· ~ElAYED STRESS A~D USE OF TOXIC 
HE R E I C l DE S 7 .. - . - ,., .• -
~, WHY ARE VIETNAM VETER~NS FLANNlNG TO PICKET THE CENTRAL Off ICE !OF 
THE V,A, Ih h'1SHINGTCN DC Ct-. FRIDAY l',AY 22, ·1981 · coNCERNING v;A, LA~~ 
OF ACT101\ CN TH~ AGtNT ORA~~E lSS~ES? 

BuDGET C~TS I~ THE V,A, 
"I CALL ON PRESIDENT REAGA~ TO STOPS SPENDING ~ILLIO~S Of DOLLARS ·O~ 
INAUGURAL EALlS AND . TO UTILIZE THE MO~EY FOR WkAT THE DEFE~DERS OR .. 
OUR FI~E CCUNTRY ARE ENTITLEC TO," FRO~ THE MARCH 1q, 19&1 -STiTE~E~T 
Of. THE LATE JAMES R-t-.OPKINS, . - - -· . -
1, ~HY HAS THE DIRECTOR CF lbE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT . lND BUDGET 
ORCERED A 743 . MILLIOI\ DOLLAR REDUCTION IN THE ~EXT FISCAL YEAR BUDGET 
OF T~E V,A, . SYSTEHS ~ITHCUT ANY EVALUATION Of THE COSTLY MEDICAL -­
SC~OOL AFFlllATION I~ THE Y,A, SYSTE~ hHICK CRAINS UF TO 60 PE~CENT 
OF Tt-:E MEQICAL BUDGET INTO T~AINING costs (SEE JULY .3 1979 V~A, CEPT 
OF ~EolClNE ~AND SURGERY LETTER 1L•1Q•7~;ij)7 -. . 
2, - HC\i.0

• WILL Y,A, HOSPITALS EE ABLE TO CPERATE AT ALL WI Tr: THE PLAN~EI) 
REDU~TiO~ CF 20,000 - FHYSICIA~S I" . THE ~OSPITAL SYSTE~ BY t9Bb7 - -

PLEASE RESPOND 
CE~TER fCR VETERANS 
RONtLD BITZER . 
TEL 213-7tJ6;.6315 
51Q ~EST ADAMS BLVC 
LOS tNGELES CA 90007 

13:23 ESl · 

RIGHTS 



Another unfortunate legacy of the Vietnam conflict 

the conti· uing concern of many veterans that they have 

suffered nr may yet develop health problems as a result of 

long-term effects of certain chemicals to which they were 

exposed while serving in Vietnam. This Adninistration is 

committed to the fullest possible scientific examination 

of these concerns, with the aim of insuring that this 

matter is dealt with fairly and equitably. The important 

scientific research being coordinated by the White House 

Interagency Work Group, including the Air Force Ranch Hand 

Personnel Study, will be a major priority of this 

Administration. 

17. 
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May 29, 1981 

I know you are as relieved as I am that the original 
hunger strikers at the Wadsworth Veterans Administration 
hospital broke their fast last night. 

One major reason why they did so is the attached letter 
from our Acting Administrator of Veterans Affairs, Dr. Donald 
L. Custis. Dr. Custis' letter was telecopied to the 
Wadsworth hospital and was very well received by the hunger 
strikers. 

The situation is not resolved entirely because 
additional protestors led by one Ronald Bitzer of the 
Center for Veterans Rights in Los Angeles is still 
protesting at the hospital. Letters identical to the 
one sent to the hunger strikers ("Dear Concerned Veterans" 
letter) were sent to Bitzer and a group of veterans in 
Santa Barbara who had also communicated to the President. 

I hope that Dr. Custis' statement of the President's 
policy and actions respecting these issues will be of use 
to you. 

Cordially, 

Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to 

the President 
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-;elfnam Veterans 
her Vietnam Veterans 

-1 -·ing, 112 W. Cabrillo Blvd. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact: Steve Schlah 
Phones 687-1134 

Vietnam Veterans of Santa Barbara have given a list of r~quests to a 
representative of President Ronald Reagan at the Western White House, 
Refugio Canyon, CA. 93117. Below are those requests. 

1. We request a Housing Program be implimented for Vietnam Veterans that 
is comenserate with that given to veterans of World War II, Articles 
of that Housing Program for Vietnam Veterans should include provisions 
"no money down", extended mortgage term, and 11ava1l.agili ty~. 

2. We request "real" employment opportunities within the Private Sector, 
implimented under similar guidelines to the "HIRE" program, but solely 
formulated for Vietnam Veterans. 

3. We request that funding be continued and expanded for the "VE!' CENTER" 
Vietnam Veterans Outreach Program. It has shown both that it can be 

_,, t' '\ ;, -:. ·ef'fective and that it is truly needed by the Vietnam Veteran community. 
_4. We request that the Disabled Vete:rrans Outreach Program (DVOP) continue to 

.. ·, ' -- be f\lllded by the_ Department of Labor and to add 11 permena.nt status to 
the DVOP representative positions. This program could be used to help 
impliment our employment req_uest labeled number 2. · ' 

5. We request that the nearly one billion dollars ($1,000,000,ooo)cut from 
the Veterans Administration budget be restored. For years, the V ,A. 
has not been able to give the services to "all" veterans that it was 
ma·n9-ated by Congress to :perform, due to inadequete budgets --in the past. 
Thus, there is no fat to cut from that budget, only lives. 

6, We request that as the V.A,'s budget is restored, that its hospital and 
out-patient care should be brought up to the standards of hospitals ,. 
in the Private Sector, President Reagan should now be aware what "good11 

medical care can and should be, and the care he received is not what 
veterans receive in V,A. facilities. (This is no~ t o say that the Doctors 
and nurses the V ,A. employ: are substandard, but that they are underpaid 
and overworked. Their extreme dedication can only work so many days :per week.) 

?. We request that the V.A. impliment actions and compensation for cases 
involving Post-Traumatic Stree Disorders as they have been requested 
in~studies sponsored by the Disabled Veterans of America (DAV) and researc-

-_ hed by Dr. John Wilson and Dr. Charles Figley. 
8, We request that tbe Federal Government initiate research into the side 

-·. ·-.:effects of Agent Orange (Dioxin Herbicide used in Vietnam as a defoliant) 
when it contacts human life, as it did to Vietnamese and Americans in 
Vietnam. 

9, We request that the present time limit of ten (10) years of GI Bill 
eligibility be eliminated, Whether a veteran uses his or her benefits 
(up to 45 monthes of benefit) should be determined by his or her own 
individual needs and assessments and not the calendar, In a time of 

'te&hnological change, as today, educational needs change, and if a 
vet~ran still has benefits that have not been used, be should be entitled 
to µse that which he has earned. 

t 
We, Vietnam Veternas of Santa Barbara, feel that these requests are not anything 
that veterans are not entitled to, but that which they deserve and should have 
been granted long ago, 

l 
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Draft Response for signature of Acting Veterans Affairs Administrator, 

Dr. Donald Custis. 

The President has asked me as his newly designated Acting Administra­

tor of Veterans Affairs to respond to your recent communication regarding 

issues of particular concern to Vietnam Veterans. 

He has personally appointed me Acting Administrator until such time 

as the Senate confirms his nominee, Mr. Robert Nimmo, as Administrator 

of Veterans Affairs. 

First, you may have been unaware that the President had decided to 

continue the ongoing work of the Interagency Work Group which has been 

the focal point within the government for research on the possible 

effects of Agent Orange. While some activities and programs of the , 

Federal government have been slated for substantial reductions or 

elimination, the President's fiscal year 1982 budget contains $9,540,000 

of budgeted monies for research on the possible effects of Agent Orange. 

This is more than 300% greater than the $3,126,000 budgeted for Agent 

Orange in the current fis~al year of 1981. 

An unfortunate legacy of the Vietnam conflict is the continuing 

concern of many veterans that they may have suffered or may · yet develop 

health problems as a result of long-term effects of certain chemicals to 

which they were exposed while serving in Vietnam. The President is 

committed to the fullest possible scientific examination of these con­

cerns, with the aim of insuring that this matter is dealt with f~rly 

and equitably. The important scientific research being coordinated by 

the White House Interagency Work Group, including the Air Force Ranch 

Hand Personnel Study, will be a major priority of this Administration. 

Second, in the overall figures for the Veterans Administration, the 

President's budget sets out budget authority for fiscal year 1982 of 
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$24.2 billion. This is an increase of $1.3 billion over the $22.9 

billion budget authorization for current year 1981. This $597 million 

over the initially proposed cuts, will permit the Veterans Administration 

to: (1) operate with no reductions in personnel in the Department of 

Medicine and Surgery, (2) operate with no reductions in veterans 

benefits. 

Thi~d, the President feels it is important to correct a widespread 

misunderstanding with respect to the fun.:l.ing of the Vietnam Veteran Out­

reach Centers. Many Vietnam Veterans hav~ contacted the President in 

recent day s expressing their dismay that these Outreach Centers are to 

be discontinued. While it is true that the U.S. Senate did pass many 

weeks ago a version of a budget resolution which many thought would 

end funding of the Outreach Centers, . the s·i tuation has completely 

changed. _ . 
r,.,~~ ..k~ -P-r(.,I·;~~ AQ,~~ ,~ 1.,t,..;.. ~,h..,".._,{~ +~uw,~ ~\,., '-u.~ -!"..t.. ~ · 

__ . On J;;. , ,_:..< i S, t.h '-l \ Px:es:i dent--ga-ve--h-~ppo.r.t--i -n--~+he-H0-u-se-ta 'N- W~ '~ 

_.{.;~ Cen C. .,. ~ ,,r . .,1. <..€., v ,·.r....._ / / 
~ the Reagan Bi-parti~~n~udget Resolution which restored the most of 
, _ -

pr eviously proposed cuts in Veterans programs. The level of funding 

restored is more than enough to fund the Outreach Centers, with a 

proposed budget of $26 million for FY '82 as opposed to only $12 million 

expended in FY '81. 

The Con gress has authorized the President's spending levels but 

must now p·ass l e gisla tion specifically exte nding the life of the Out­

reach Centers. Thi s h a s the overwhelming support of both p a rtie s in 

both the House and Se nate. The President wants you to know that 
~ / 5 

~-9e-z::.::z.....-z~~s ~be:e1'1- specifically committed to k e e p ing the Outreach 

Centers funded and open when Congress authorizes and appropriates funds 

for this prog r am b y law. 

Fourth, the Ve terans Administration has been specifically directed 
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by the White House to stop plans to implement any proposed reductions in 

Veterans programs which were re"}Arsed and restored by the Reagan 

Bi-partisan Budget Resolution. M{he American Legion, the Veterans of 

Foreign Wars, AMVETS, Blinded Veterans Association, and Jewish War 

Veterans have all endo~d the Reagan Bi-partisan Budget Resolution 

which contains the President's aforementioned support of veteran's 

programs, 

My office looks forward to working with you now and in the 

- future. 

Cordially, 
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PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
AT?N MORTIN BLACKWELL ASSISTANT FOR 
VETERANS AFFAIRS 
WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON DC 20500 

SPECIFICATIONS OF DEMANDS 

A. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS FROM THE WHITE HOUSE 

1. THE APPOINTMENT OF A TEAM OF NON-VA EXPERTS TO INVESTIGATE MEDICAL 
TREATMENTS AT THE WADSWORTH AND BRENTWOOD VA HOSPITALS AND THE 
MEDICAL TREATMENT BY THE VA OF THE LATE JAMES HOPKINS~ 

2, THE APPOINTMENT OF DR CHARLES FIGLEY ANP DR ROBERT LIFTON 0~ 
PURDUE AND VALE UNIVERSITIES RESPECTIVELY TO THIS NON•VA TEA~ TO EN 
SURE THAT THE TEAM INCLUDES IN ITS INVESTIGATION THESE 3 MEDICAL 
ISSUESI 

A, THE FUNCTION OF THE VET CENTER 

Be THE ADEQUACY OF THE AGENT ORANGE SCREENING EXAMINATIONS 

c. THE FUNCTIONING OF THE REGIONAL OFFICE RATING BOARDS WITH 
) RESPECT TO DECISIONS BY VA PHYSICIANS CONCERNING CLAIMS FOR POST 

•TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDERS 

3, AGREEMENT BY THE VA TO RESPOND TO ALL F~EEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 
REQUfST FROM THE CENTER fOR VETERANS RIGHTS WITHIN THE SPECIFIED TIME 
PERinD UNDER THE LAW csu.s.c.ss2A,. 

4 . AGREEMENT TO ESTABLISH OFFICES OF PATIENT REPRESENTATION IN ALL VA 
HOSPITALS COMPARAALE TO THE PATIENT REPRESENTATIVES IN THE OKLAHOMA 
VA HoSPITAL BV JANUARY 1 1982, 

S, AGREEMENT FOR A MEETING IN LOS ANGELES WITH OFFICIALS OF THE VA 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY, INCLUDING DR BARCLAY SHEPARD, TO 
BRIEF THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE RESEARCH PROGRAMS SPnNSORED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT INTO THE LONG TERM HEALTH EFFECTS Of HERAICIDE EXPOSURE IN 
VIETNAM, THIS MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE IN JIJNE OR JULY THROUGH 
cooRoINATION WITH THE CENTER ~OR VETERANS RIGHTS~ 

6, ESTABLISHMENT OF AN OFFICE OF VETERANS AFFAIRS INSIDE THE WHITE 
HOUSE WITH JCCESS TO THE PRESIDENT AND THE LEADERS OF ALL FEDERAL 
GOVER NMENTAL AGENCIES. 

-.... 
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B~ LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS PROPOSED BY THE WHITE HOUSE TO CONGRESS 

. -
1, ' P.ROPOSAL BY PRESIDENT REAGAN OF A PROGRAM OF MEDICAL SCREENING OF 
ALL VETERANS WHO WISH TO BE SCREENED FOR CURRENT DISABILITIES FROM 
MILITARY SERVICE, THIS PROGRAM, A "DELAYED RE•ENTRY PROGRAM" WILL 
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING~ ( ~ 

..,,, 

(1) INDIVIDUAL COUNSELING WITH ANOTHER VIETNAM VETERAN WHO HAS BEEN 
TRAINED TO UNDERSTAND AND TO FINO THE VARIOUS READJUSTMENT PRORLE~S 
ASSOCIATED WITH VIETNAM WAR SERVICE AND THE LACK OF COMPASSION BY 
SOCIETY UPON RETURN FROM THAT WAR TIME EXPERIENCE, 

(2) PSYCHOLOGICAL COUNSELING AND CLAIMS ASSISTANCE FOR VETERANS 
WITH POST•TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDERS AND OTHER PSYCHOLOGICAL 
PROBLEMS, INCLUDING REPRESENTATION BEFORE THE BOARD OF VETERANS 
APPEALS, 

(3) COMPLETION OF HEALTH QUESTIONNAIRES AND EXAMINATIONS FOR 
' SYMPTONS THAT COULD BE RELATED TO EXPOSURE TO TOXIC HERBICIDES. VA 

HOSPITALS WOULD BE UTILIZED ONLY TO COMPLETE NECESSARY MEDICAL TESTS 
IN VIEW OF THE PROBLEMS WITH THE CURRENT AGENT ORANGE SCREENING EXAM~ 

(4) SCREENING OF All LESS THAN HONORABLE MILITARY DISCHARGES . TO 
DETERMINE QUALIFICATION FOR UPGRADING OF LESS THAN HONORABLE MILITARY 
DISCHARGE, 

cs, REVIEW OF ALL MENTAL ANO PHYSICAL DISABILITIES TO DETERMIN! 
STATUS OF TREATMENT, COMPENSATION AND VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION BY 
THE VETERANS ADMINISTRATION. 

Cb) COORDINATION OF EXISTING SERVICES IN THE COMMUNITY TO PROVIDE 
EMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE. 

(7) OUTREACH TO INCARCERATED VETERANS IN ALL PRISONS~ 

) 2, PROPOSAL BY PRESIDENT REAGAN OF THE ELIMINATION OF THE OEL!MITING 
DATE FOR EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS, SINCE MANY DISABLED VETERANS HAVE NOT 
UTILIZED THEIR EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS. 

.... 

J. PROPOSAL FOR RETROACTIVE DISABILITY COMPENSATION FOR 
POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER WHEN THE DATE OF ORIGIN OF THIS 
DISABILITY IS ESTABLISHED BY MEDICAL RECORDS TO PRE•EXIST THE CHANGE 
OF POLICY BY THE VA FOR COMPENSATION FOR THIS DISORDER (1980)~ 

VIETNAM VETERANS 
514 WEST ADAMS BLVD 
LOS ANGELES CA 90007 
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rn~r schoolsc hie'i in Stock-ton:---:~--· - ;- · volved- in the· da ~ to-day operation of the 
:ad of runnin" a small system in _ . district and 1s less hkely to delegate as much 
;L of the pare~ts and students are authority as John ton did. 
.llthy or famous, Handler is in e SCHOOLS, Page 5 

Harry Handler after selection as L.A. 
. schools chief. After interviewing candi'­
. dates from across the country, the board 

· · prom·oted its deputy superintendent. 
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Vets Awa· eagan 
Protesters Say They Will Discuss Their 

· Complaints Abo.ut VA Only 'Yith President 
By KRIS'[IN A LINDGREN, Times Staff Writer_ 

More than 30 Vietnam veterans · we have a meeting with Reagan," ( 
sat out the fourth day of their whose proposed budget cuts threa- · 
protest at the Veterans Administra- ten veterans' programs. 

·, tion's .Wadsworth Hospital in West Wednesday, the .veterans sent . i 
· Los Angeles Saturday, waiting in · the President a telegram detailing 
vain for a response from President their grievances against the VA and 
Reagan. I the proposed budget cuts, then. took 

On the lawn outside, three bun- over part of the Wadsworth lobby, _. 
ger strikers-:-two· of whom are pa- vowing they would not leave until 
tients · at the nearby Brentwood Reagan met with them. · 
Hospital, a VA psychiatric complex · But White House Deputy .Press 
-staged an independent protest of Secretary Larry Speakes, who was 

• conditions there. ' ~. - • with Reagan at the President's 
Both groups insisted that the ranch near Santa Barbara, said Sat-

issues-from hospital mistreatment urday that the matter is being han-
JOHN OLIGNY / Los Angeles Times 

d them to camp, but thousands of needy ,e summertime experience with their peers. 

to c·uts in veterans programs-that dled by the VA in Washington. I 
motivate their protest are broader Speakes said the White House is not 

• than the death last Sunday .of the directly involved. • \j, 

. . 

veUnder 
. - I·' 

ushed the average . cost of a week of camp to 
1ore than $100; the generous support of Times · 
?aders is more important than ever. Without 
1is support,' many children will miss an invalua-
le experience. · , . · 
Each child assisted by the Camp Fund has 

~ced difficult personal .circumstances-broken 
unities, poverty, physical or emotional prob-
µns. , 
Many of these children work to earn a portion 

f their fee by mowing lawns, selling peanuts or · 

~

C:y, baby-sitting 9r doing odd jobs. But with. -
t help from the Camp Fund, their savings can 
ely pay the whole bill. / 

"Thousands of disadvantaged young people are 
. : Please see CAMP FUND, Page 6 

emotionally troubled ex-Marine Insist on Seeing Reagan 
James R. Hopkins. In fact, two of 
the Qunger strikers said they began McCarthy sa!d his group_h_as h~d 
their fast two days before Hopkins . , . no c~ntact with_ VA offl c~als m 
died, triggering the Wadsworth Washington, ap.dmg. that, m, any 
"wait-in" protest. case, the protesters ~vould ~ss:uss 

· only hospital complamts with the 
'I Want Respect' VA. Of their broader grievances, he 
"People are not- aware of a lot of said: ,: . _ 

things . that go on here," said John "We aren't talking to anyone but 
Keaveney, 31, who ·said he stopped the President." · 
eating solid food May 15 along with As demonstrators planned a sym-
Marlin Adkins, 37. bolic Memorial Day funeral march 

"It's · a warehouse for· people; for Hopkins, whose body was found 
that's why I'm here," said Keaven- in his Calabasas home lying next to 
ey, who served two tours of duty a liquor bottle and an empty pill 

i 

f 
: 

· with the U.S. Army in Vietnam. "I vial, Vietnam veteran leader Ron 
want the respect of the American Kovic predicted, "This protest is \ , 
people, the respect they owe us. • going to be big, very big." · 

"If not, I'll die." Kovic led a 17-day hunger strike 
· Michael McCarthy, co-director of in Sen. Alan Cranston's (D.-Calif. ) 

the Center for Veteraps Rights and Los Angeles office seven years ago 
. one of the "wait-in" leaders said, to publicize the plight of Vietnam 
"We are staying in the hospital until Please see VETERANS, Page 5 

/ 
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TE ANS: Protesters Await Reagan . · . :) 
.· . ' . . . . . .- . " •· \ ... ~ 

Continued from First Page · · after crashing into the hospital, he 
veterans. He said · Saturday that told them he was suffering from ex-
their gains under .. the Carter Ad- posure to the herbicide. 

·ministration after years of protests · Subsequently, Hopkins was exa~ 
were being eroded under Reagan.. mined by a team of VA doctors. who 

'Tm warning the President of the wrote in his case file, "There are no 
United States and the Republican · features. complaints or clinical find­
Administration." Kovic said bitter- ings to support any relationship to 
ly. "We can only take so much. The Agent Orange, or the post-Vietnam 
death of James Hopkins is symbolic. stress syndrome." according to Ron 

. indicative of. how, desperate, .the , Bitzer, co-director of the Center for 
Vietnam veteran is becoming. How · :v etera~ Ri?hts. . · . . 
many more time bombs must go That fL'ldipg, Bitzer compla.~. 
off." - --- · ·-· ,was typical of the VA's failure to . 

Hopkins, a 
1

32~year-oid · ex~Ma- address the special needs of Viet- · 
rine who drove·a jeep through the ·nam-era·veterans. 
glass doors of Wadsworth and "We are dealing with a bureauc.: 

· sprayed the hospital lobby with ma- racy that's out of control.'' Bitzer 
chine gun fire on · March 14/ was · charged. "The VA • . . is incapable 
awaiting a federal court appearance . of providing readjustment services 
on charges of destruction of federal .. to the Vietnam-era veteran. We · 
property when he was found dead. · have special problems, emotional 

· The cause of death has not been disturbances. exposure to toxic her- . 
determined, but Los: Angeles Coun- • bicides and an inability to deal with 

the problems of Vietnam veterans. ·:x 
"We just got a place to go to arid.·: 

they're cutting it off," said Virgit 
NiegeL Niegel said he has been un. 
· able- to hold a job or get proper 
treatment since bis discharge and 
survives by donating plasma and 
getting food st..:mips. 

Keaveney said he began bis hun­
. ger strike March 15 because he was 

tired of being tranquilized instead of 
treated for what he called "delayed 

· combat neurosis." . 
· . Keaveney said he had tried to ad- · 

. mit hims~lf as a patient at Brent­
wood about six weeks ago because,, 
he was "tired of the nightmares, of' 

. the mortar shells.dropping in on mi; ': 
and · seeing my friends d~ad." Hs:( 
said he was only admitted after hei~ 
threatened to "pull off the docto::•~~ 
head" -. · .··., 

"The last time I saw a 'doctor wai: 
two weeks ago for 10 minutes." : , 

• ty Coroner Thomas T. Noguchi has . institutions and authority." 
. ordered an - investigation into . .. · All the veterans in the Wads­
whether Hopkins died as a result of worth lobby complained bitterly . 
exposure to Agent Orange~ a pow~- . . . about the planned elimination of the · 
ful defoliant used in Vietnam. . ' . more than 90 veterans outreach · 

The Memorial Day march in hon. 
or of Hopkins was scheduled to be-:' w.n at 1 p.m. Monday in front of the.· 
Wadsworth Hospital lobby. 
· · A separate rally in Su-pport of the; 
hunger strikers was planned today/ 
at2p.m. . · ' 

\Vhen Hopkins. in camouflage , centers recently established across· 
battle gear,. surrendered to police the country speci~ically to deal with . 

DESIGNi:A CUAUTY' R.ATTA.llir. Dirnng C®$/Modutar s· tiT!wSo­
fae/Lov.-Sea\o/Lovng,e Cf»!n/Bar St~obtn/Bnbb 

OPEN SAT.-SUN.•MON. Mi\Y 23-25.10-7 PM 
I . 

,, 
' 

' ·· .. 
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Mr. Ronald Bitzer 
Center for Veterans Rights 
514 West Adams Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90007 

Dear Mr. Bitzer: 

"' __ .... 

I am pleased to respond to your mailgram posing a series of 

questions about the Veterans Administration. I apologize for 

the delay in responding but wanted to allow time for my staff 

to thoroughly review your concerns. I will respond below to 

each question: 

Delayed Stress Among Vietnam Veterans 

1. Mr. Hopkins' case was thoroughly reviewed by a panel of 

psychiatrists at the Brentwood VA Medical Center, prompted 

by his demands made, at the .. ) Vads_wo~_th ___ VA Medical Cent~r_. , 
~, ..,.~:ti ,.ii,' .i;..:..f"~. ~~--,\".;,.".'~ • ~- 5 ·4 ..... ;£1; ~.,,." . ..., ... - ./,-..... ·~~ '\.. • - • 

No evidence of a post•traumatic stress disorder was found but 

he did have psychological symptoms which preceded his military 

service. The criteria, as described in the Diagnostic and 

Statistical Manual Ill, specifically indicate that the symptomatology 

must occur after a severe stressor during active military service. 

-
2. No treatment was recommended for Mr. Hopkins · nor wa-s 

medication prescribed. The VA assures me that they will be _ 
' . . 
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glad to investigate this matter further but some time would be 

required to obtain the medical records and have them reviewed 

?.Y their Central Office psychiatrists. The Coroner's .Report is 

not yet available. 

3. In March 1980, the Veterans Administration liberali~ed its 

method o! considering a psychiatric disorder having its onset 

with a life threatening episode in military service, including 

being a Prisoner of War. 

lt esta.blish~d a procedure to be followed in examining veterans 

which would elicit information to establish a proper diagnosis, 

· , which would lead to the grant oi service connected compensation 

!or post ... trau.matic stress disorder. The proc;edure and . grant 

of the American Psychiatric .Association. 

4. · The VA has been actively involved in an educational program 

to acquaint their staff with the characteristic: symptomatology of 

the post-traumatic stress disorder. -A resource group composed 

of VA and non-VA experts has been utilized in this program, 

especially in the VA'• Vietnam Veteran outreach programs. 

They will ~ontinue to · stress \ha importance of recognizing thia 

disorder, as ·well' as Any other a-tne-ntal disOJ."der. :.. 
~ -. . - ... - - -- ~ ·-- -- - ;.. - ·--._;. , ~+- -

-, - ·-ft'--

- - " -- ---..-~:~~ ,-

,:. .,: .,.. 
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-. ·: M,. ltoaald Bitser 
/ 

'.Savh-oam~utal Pt.y,iciaa• IA VA ~d1ca1 ceatera bavtt d -alt with 

tfeflnlti•• dt•caaalon. o1 the diapoets. lt ~ almost completed 

lta work. 

would warraat elaboratlo11 ot Dr. Shop&.l'd'• idatemeot of 

· -- -:-- - April Z..1. 1«)81. - No evidence baa bee brouaht fo.-wa:rct. la !act • 

that VA phyaiciana are misdlaanoab.1 ehlor-acne or that lt baa 
\.~--

~ .. ··f .... : •~-~ ..... ' 

Vietnam vct"raas. 

2. 0a July l. 1980, th& Veterane. Adn:d.nl.atraUoa wrote to you 

denylaJ yo\lr appeal Wldttr th-· Fr~dom of Information Act for 

--
CaUfornia and in!orml-ng you that th4 agency wowd eoaside, 

you l!'equ~st --.der the aathorlty aad requll'emeata of Title !8 

.. 
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request was postponed pending a comprehensive review and evalua­

tion for the former Administrator concerning the general area of 

name and address disclosures. This review was not completed 
~::,._ - ,· •: · :,..;:_t, "11,.,.--.'"'"""'A~ ..J,t..,.•~~.,.--·,:..•.-•~·- ,.,., ~>; .... • ·•,1:°' .•:;;c ,..._, .-":..','.:.-....., ,,-., ._.,..;,;,.,._ ............... .._~ -~.- _,.....__._._..,_.._._ 

because of ·the change in Administrations. Policy options in this 

• ·•.n . 
.. ,~4(-.;. .,·.o,1 "' ... 

area will be presented to the new Administrator Upon his ·appointment. 

3. There is no need at this time to appoint an outside group to 

examine the VA1s handling of 11re•entry pro~lems" which may have 

-
resulted from Agent Orange exposure. · The issues surrounding the 

u·se of Agent Orange in Vietnam relate to physical conditions more 

than to "re-entry." The Veterans Administration is actively 

pursuing answers to the medical questions related to Agent Orange 

exposure. 

4. Neither the officials at the Veterans Administration nor I can 

speak for those who picketed the VA Central Office on May 22, 

1981. We understand, however, that the approximately 30 individuals 

who demonstrated there were part of a conference of about 200 

veterans who met in Washington to express their concerns regarding 

claims of disability due to Agent Orange and delayed stress. 

• i 
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Budget Cuts in the VA 

1. All federal ac:;tivities have been asked to partieip&te in efforts 

to control deficit spending. The VA budget, through realignment 

of existing resources, permits the Veterans Administration to 

continue to treat a record number o! veteran patients with a 

professional staff of unprecedented quality. I believe that the 

American people can be confident that the health care oi this 

Nation's veterans is not being neglected, 

The Academic Affairs Information Letter whi<:h you referred to in 

your mailgram urged VA facilities to . ee&i-ch for methods of cost 

.containment. The l~tter points out . that houaestaff save money: 

11As long as housestaff provide essential patient-care services, 

the Nation's Jiospitals .. ~ould there:1>Y· ~~ctio~,.. with fewer ~;raetieins-'--"- -:-.t 
~ .. .,... < .. i, I ,. •• • ..-'..;._ > • ·•( ". • •. - • ,. 

physicians resulting in lower operating budgets. ,t There is reference 

to a private (not VA) hospital where the cost was up to 60 percent 

more on teaching versus non-teaching floors of the hospital. largely 
-

on the basis of more laboratory· teats. However, ·au intensive ·care . 

patienta were admitted to the teaching floor which would require 

higher costa to deliver the mor~ intensive care. 
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2. There are no planned reductions of physician positions in the 

VA medical ca.re system now or in the foreseeable future. 

I appreciate the opportunity to provide this inf'ormation. 

RONALD REAGAN 

., r 

- - -":".::_': 

Lydia B. .Ma.v:ridh 1018 Extn. -5081 
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Draft of response for signature of Acting Veterans Affairs 

Director, Dr. Donald Custis, to communications from Ron 

Bitzer, Chris Noel, and Steve Schlah. 

The President has asked me as his newly designated Acting 

Administrator of Veterans Affairs to respond to your recent 

communications about issues of particular concerns to the 

Vietnam Veterans. 

As you may know, the President appointed me Acting Ad­

ministrator today to fill the vacancy created by the departure 

of Rufus Wilson. 

First, I am pleased to inform you that the President 

has decided to continue the ongoing work of the Interagency 

Wo~k Group which has been the focal point within the gov­

ernment for Agent Orange activities. Many Vietnam Veterans 

and leaders of Veterans groups had urged the President to 

take this step. 

Second, while many activities and programs of the Federal 

government have been slated by the President for substantial 

reductions or elimination, the Presi.dent is pleased that his 

fiscal year 1982 budget contains $9,540,000 of budgeted monies 

for Agent Orange activities. Th~ is more than 300% larger 

than the $3,126,000 budgeted for Agent Orange in the current 

fiscal year of 1981. 

Third, in the overall figures for the Veterans Administration, 

the President's budget sets out budget authority for fiscal 

year 1982 of $24.2 billion. This is an increase of $1.3 

billion over the $22.9 billion budget authorization for 
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current year 1981 . Again, this increase is in contrast 

to the well known budget cuts proposed by the President 

for many other areas. 

Fourth, the major battle in Congress over the 

President's economic recovery package has been the fight 

in the House for the Reagan Bipartisan Budget Resolution 

for fiscal year 198~ otherwise known as the Gramm-Latta 

proposal . As you know from the news coverage, the President 

won an impressive victory . The Reagan Bipartisan Budget 

Resolution1 for which the Administration fought so hard, 

included a $597 million increase over previously proposed 

cuts in the Veterans Administration budget . This budget 

authorization of $24 . 2 billion , $1.3 billion over the 

current year and $597 million over the initially proposed 

cuts, will permit the Veterans Administration to operate 

with no reductions in personnel in the Department of. 

Medicine and Surgery ~d no reduction~ in veterans benefits . 

Fifth, the President feels it is important to correct a 

widespread misunderstanding with respect to the funding 

of the Vietnam Veteran Outreach Centers . Many Vietnam 

Veterans have contacted the President in recent days 

expressing their dismay that these Outreach Centers are 

to be discontinued.While it is true that the U.S. Senate 

did pass many weeks ago a v e rsion of a budget resolution 

which man~ :' thought .:woulci end funding of the Outreach Centers, 

the situation has completely changed. 

The President gave his full support in the House to 
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the Reagan Bipartisan Budget Resolution which restored the 

overwhelming majority of previously proposed cuts in 

Veterans programs. The level of funding restored is more 

than enough to fund the Outreach Centers. 

Congressionial support for the Outreach Centers is 

overwhelming. Virtually all Senators and Congressmen have 

the clear understanding that the restored funding will keep 

the Outreach Centers open. 

The Congress has authorized the spending levels but 

it now must pass legislation specifically extending the 

life of the Outreach Centers. This has the overwhelming 

support of both parties in both the House and Senate. 

The President wants you to know he is specifically 

committed to keeping the Outreach Centers funded and open 

when Congress authorizes and appropriates funds for this 

program by law. 

The Veterans Administration has been specifically 

directed by the White House to cease plans to implement 

any proposed reductions in Veterans programs which were 

reversed and restored by the Reagan Bipartisan Budget 

Resolution Congress passed. In short, extension of the 

life of the Outreach Centers is locked in by overwhelming 

sentiment in the Congress and by the President's committment 

mentioned above. 
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In part because of the restored funding levels and 

because of the specific cornmittment of the President, the 

American Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars AJ'v1VETS, 
J 

Blinded Veterans Association, and Jewish War Veterans 

all endorsed the Reagan Bi-partisan Budget Resolution which 

restored funding to a level which would permit the 

extension of the Outreach Centers and the retention of 

personnel levels in the VEterans Administration's Department 

of Medicine and Surgery and no reductions in veterans benefits . 

I only wish that every news reporter covering Veterans 

affairs was aware of these facts . 

An unfortunate legacy of the Vietnam conflict is the 

continuing concern of many veterans that they may have 

suffered or may yet develop health problems as a result 

of long-term effects of certain chemicals to which they were 

exposed while serving in Vietnam . The President is committed 

to the fullest possible scientific examination of these concerns, 

with the aim of insuring that this matter is dealt with 

fairly and equitably . The important scientific research 

being coordinated by the White House Interagency Work Group , 

including the AirForce Ranch Hand Personnel Study , will be 

a major priority of this Administration 

The President has personally designated me to be his 

acting _Administrator of Veterans Affairs until such time as 

the Senate confirms his nominee , Mr . Robert Nimmo, as Administrator 

of Veterans ' Affairs . I believe you will find me an 
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an enthusiastic supporter of the President's policies 

outlined in this letter. My office looks forward to 

working with you in the future. 

Cordially, 



,., 

Veterans 
Administration 

Mr. Ronald Bitzer 
Center For Ve terans Rights 

\ ,514 West Adams Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90007 

Dear Mr. Bit zer:., 

un,ce OT tne 
Administrator 
of Veterans Affairs 

May 28, 1981 

vvci:,111ll\,jlUI I, LJ . \., , LV-.LV 

The President has asked me as his newly designated Acting 

Administrator of Veterans Affairs to respond to your recent com­

munication regarding issues of particular concern to Vietman Vet­

erans. He has personally appointed me Acting Administrator until 

such time as the Senate confirms his nominee, Mr. Robert Nimmo, as 

Administrator of Veterans Affairs. 

First, you may have been un aware that the President had decided 

to continue the ongoing work of the Interagency Work Group which 

has been the focal point within the government for research on the 

possible effects of Agent Orange. While some activities and programs 

of the Federal government have been slated for substantial reductions 

or eliminations, the President's fiscal year 1982 budget contains 

$9,540,000 of budgeted monies for research on the possible effects 

of Agent Orange. This is more than 300% greater than the $3,126,000 

budgeted for Agent Orange in the current fiscal year of 1981. 

An unfortunate legacy of the Vietman conflict is the continuing 

concern of many veterans that they may have suffered or may yet 

develop health problems as a result of l~ng-term effects of certain 

chemicals to which they were exposed while serving in Vietnam. The 

President is committed to the fullest possible scientific examination 

of these concerns, with the aim of insuring that this matter is 

dealt with fairly and equitably. The import,ant scientific research 

being coordinated by the White House Interagency Work Group, including 
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the Air Force Ranch Hand Personnel Study, will be a major priority 

of this Administration. 

Second, in the overall figures for the Veterans Administration, 

the President's budget set out budget authority for fiscal year 1982 

of $24.2 billion. This was an increas~ of $1~3 billion over the 22.9 

.billion budget authorization for current year 1981. In addition, 

\597 million was added by the Reagan Bi-partisan Budget Resolution 

which will permit the Veterans Administration to: (1) operate with 

no reductions in personnel in the Department of Medicine and Surgery, 

(2) operate with no reductions in Veterans services. 

Third, the President feels it is important to correct a wide­

spread misunderstanding with respect to the funding of the Vietnam 

Veteran Outreach Centers. Many Vietnam Veterans have contacted the 

President in recent days expressing their dismay that these Outreach 

Centers are to be discontinued. 

The President, in his nationally televised speech before the 

Congress on April 28th, stressed his support of the Reagan Bi-partisan 

Budget Resolution which restored most of the previously proposed cuts 

in Veterans programs. The level of funding restored is more than 

enough to fund the Outreach Centers, with a proposed budget of 

$26 million for FY '82 as opposed to only $12 million expended in 

FY '81. 

The Congress has authorized the President's spending levels but 

must now pass legislation specifically extending the life of the Out­

reach Centers. This has the overwhelming support of both parties in 

both the House and Senate. The President wants you to know that 

he is specifically committed to keeping the Outreach Centers funded 

and open when Congress authorizes and appropriates funds for this 

program. 

Fourth, the Veterans Administration has been specifically directed 

by the White House to stop plans to implement any proposed reductions 

in Veterans programs which were reversed and restored by the Reagan 

Bi-partisan Budget Resolution. 
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The American Legion, the Veterans of foreign Wars, AMVETS, Blinded 

Veterans Association, and Jewish War Veterans have all endorsed the 

Reagan Bi-partisan Budget Resolution which contains the President's 

aforementioned support of veteran's programs. 

My office looks forward to working with you now and in the future. 

Donald L. Custis 
Acting Administrator 






