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PRESTDENT RONALD REAGAN
ATIN MORTIN BLACKWELL ASSISTANT FOR
VETERANS AFFAIRS

WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON DC 20500

SPECIFICATIONS OF DEMANDS
A, ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS FROM THE WHITE HOUSE

1, THE APPOINTMENT OF A TEAM OF NON=VA EXPERTS TO INVESTIGATE MEDICAL
TREATMENTS AT THE WADSWORTH AND BRENTWOND VA HOSPITALS AND THE
MEDICAL TREATMENT BY THE VA OF THE LATE JAMES HOPKINS,

2, THE APPOINTMENT OF DR CHARLES FIGLEY AND DR ROBERT LIFTON OF
PURDUE AND YALE UNIVERSITIES RESPECTIVELY TO THIS NON=VA TEAM T0 EN
SURE THAT THE TEAM INCLUDES IN ITS INVESTIGATION THESE X MEDICAL
ISSUES?

Ao THE FUNCTION OF THE VET CENTER
Be THE ADEQUACY OF THE AGENT ORANGE SCREENING EXAMINATIONS

Ce THE FUNCTIONING OF THE REGIONAL OFFICE RATING BOARDS WITH
RESPECT TO DECISIONS BY VA PHYSICIANS CONCERNING CLAIMS FOR POST
«TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDERS

3, AGREEMENT BY THE VA TO RESPOND TC ALL FREFDOM OF INFORMATION ACT
REQUEST FROM THE CENTER FOR VETERANS RIGHTS WITHIN THE SPECIFIED TIME
PERIND UNDER THE LAW (SU,S,C,5524),

{ r N
b 41 _
VA npo>¥]11AL BY JANUARY 1 1982,

Se AGREEMENT FOR A MEFTING IN LOS ANGELES WITH OFFICIALS OF THE VA
DEP TMENT OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY, INCLUDING DR RARCLAY SHEPARD, TO
BRIEF THE PUBLIC AROUT THE RESEARCH PROGRAMS SPONSORED BY THE
GOVERNMENT INTO THE LONG TERM HEALTH EFFECTS OF HERBICIDE EXPOSURE IN
VIETNAM, THIS MFETING WILL TAKE PLACE IN JINE OR JULY THRQUGH
COORDINATION WITH THE CENTER FOR VETERANS RIGHYS,

6, ESTABLISHMENT OF AN OFFICE OF VETERANS AFFAIRS INSIDE THE WHITE
HOUSE WITH ACCESS TO THE PRESIDENT AND THE LEADERS OF ALL FEDERAL
GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES,






























Draft of response for signature of Acting Veterans Affairs
Director, Dr. Donald Custis, to communications from Ron

Bitzer, Chris Noel, and Steve Schlah.

The President has asked me as his newly designated Acting
Administrator of Veterans Affairs to respond to your recent
communications about issues of particular concerns to the
Vietnam Veterans.

As you may know, the President appointed me Acting Ad-
ministrator today to fill the vacancy created by the departure
of Rufus Wilson.

First, I am pleased to inform you that the President
has decided to continue the ongoing work of the Interagency
Work Group which has been the focal point within the gov-
ernment for Agent Orange activities. Many Vietnam Veterans
and leaders of Veterans groups had urged the President to
take this step.

Second, while many activities and programs of the Federal
government have been slated by the President for substantial
reductions or elimination, the President is pleased that his
fiscal year 1982 budget contains $9,540,000 of budgeted monies
for Agent Orange activities. Tt is more than 300% larger
than the $3,126,000 budgeted for Agent Orange in the current

¢ -3 1.7

Third, in the overall figures for the Veterans Administration,
the President's budget sets out budget authority for fiscal
year 1982 of $24.2 billion. This is an increase of $1.3
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current year 1981. Again, this increase is in contrast
to the well known budget cuts proposed by the President
for many other areas.

Fourth, the major battle in Congress ovér the
President's economic recovery package has been the fight
in the House for the Reagan Bipartisan Budget =2solution
for fiscal year 19 otherwise known as the Gramm-Latta
proposal. As you know from the news coverage, the President
won an impressive victory. The Reagan Bipartisan Budget
Resolution, for which the Administration fought so hard,
included a $597 million increase over previously proposed
cut in the Veterans Administration budget. This budget
authorization of $24.2 billion, $1.3 billion over the
current year and $597 million over the initially proposed
cuts, will permit the Veterans Administration to operate
with no reductions in personnel in the Department of.
Medicine and Surgery and no reductions in Qeteran; benefits.

Fifth, the President feels it is important to correct a
widespread misunderstanding with respect to the funding
of the Vietnam Veteran Outreach Centers. Many Vietnam
Veterans have contacted the President in recent days
expressing their dismay that these Outreach Centers are
to be discontinued.While it is true that the U.S. Senate
did pass many weeks ago a version of a budget resolution
which many thought would end funding of the Outreach Centers,
the situation has completely changed.

The President gave his full support in the House to
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the Reagan Bipartisan Budget Resolution which restored the
overwhelming majority of previously proposed cuts in
Veterans programs. The level of funding restored is more
than enough to fund the Outreach Centers.

Congressionial support for the Outreach Centers 1is
overwhelming. Virtually all Senators and Congressmen have
the clear understanding that the restored funding will keep
the Outreach Centers open.

The Congress has authorized the spending levels but
it now must pass legislation specifically extending the
life of the Outreach Centers. This has the overwhelming
support of both parties in both the House and Senate.

The President wants you to know he is specifically
committed to keeping the Outreach Centers funded and open
when Congress authorizes and appropriates funds for this
program by law.

The Veterans Administration has been specifically
directed by the White House to cease plans to implement
any proposed reductions in Veterans programs which were
reversed and restored by the Reagan Bipartisan Budget

Resolution Congress passed. In short, extension of the

sentiment in the Congress and by the President's committment

mentioned above.
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In part Dbecause of the restored funding levels and
because of the specific committment of the President, the
American Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wa AMVETS,

Blinded Veterans Association, and Jewish War Veterans

all endorsed the Reagan Bipartisan Budget Resolution which
restored funding to a level which would permit the

extension of the Outreach Centers and the retention of
personnel levels in the Veterans Administration's Department
of Medicine and Surgery and no reductions in veterans benefits.

I only wish that every news reporter covering Veterans
affairs was aware of these facts.

An unfortunate legacy of the Vietnam conflict is the
continuing concern of many veterans that they may have
auffered or may yet develop health problems as a result
of long-term effects of certain chemicals to which they were
exposed while serving in Vietnam. The President is committed
to the fullest possible scientific examination of these concerns,
with the aim of insuring that this matter is dealt with
fairly and equitably. The important scientific research
being coordinated by the White House Interagency Work Group,

including the AirForce Ranch Hand Personnel Study, will be

The President has personally designated me to be his
acting Administrator of Veterans Affairs until such time as
the Senate confirms his nominee, Mr. Robert Nimmo, as Administrator

z A\ rar Affairs. ' I believe you will find me an
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an enthusiastic supporter of the President's policies

outlined in this letter. My office looks forward to

working with you in the future.

Cordially,



vtrice 01 1the YVASINHIYLUNE, LU.w., Lurey
Admir rator
of Veterans fairs

‘v'\ Veterans
\.6‘. A ministration - May 28, 1981
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Mr. Ronald Bitzer ’ "«s, ’;h \‘L,«‘Q
Center For Veterans Rights QRCTVING,

V' 514 West Adams Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90007

Dear Mr. Bitzer:

AN

The President has asked me as his newly designated Acting
Administrator of Veterans Affairs to respond to your recent com-
munication regarding issues of particular concern to Vietman Vet-
erans. He has personally appointed me Acting Administrator until
such time as the Senate confirms his nominee, Mr. Robert Nimmo, as
Administrator of Veterans Affairs.

First, you may have been unaware that the President had decided
to continue the ongoing work of the Interagency Work Group which
has been the focal point within the government for research on the
possible effects of Agent Orange. While some activities and programs
of the Federal government have been slated for substantial reductions
or eliminations, the President's fiscal year 1982 budget contains
$9,540,000 of budgeted monies for research on the possible effects
of Agent Orange. This is more than 300% greater than the $3,126,000

budgeted for Agent Orange in the current fiscal year of 1981.

An unfortunate legacy of the Vietman conflict is the continuing
concern of many veterans that they may have suffered or may vyet
develop health problems as a result of long-term effects of certain
cl tls to wi " :h 71 were b>sed wl@ =2 sery ER .
President is committed to the fullest possible scientific éxamination
of these concerns, with the aim of insuring that this matter is
dealt with fairly and equitably. The important scientific research

being coordinated by the White House Interagency Work Group, including
\



the 7 - Force Ranch Hand Personnel Study, will be a major priority
of this Administration. ‘

Second, 1in the overall figures for the Veterans Administration,
the President’'s budget set out buaget autpority for fiscal year 1982

of $24.2 billion. This was an increase of $1.3 billion over the 22.9

-billion budget authorization for current year 1981. 1In addition,
%597 million was added by the Reagan Bi-partisan Budget Resolution
which will permit the Veterans Administration to: (1) operate with
no reductions in personnel in the Department of Medicine and Surgery,
(2) operate with no reductions in Veterans services.

Third, the President feels it is important to correct a wide-
spread misunderstanding with respect to the funding of the Vietnam
Veteran Outreach Centers. Many Vietnam Veterans have contacted the
President in recent days expressing their dismay that these Outreach
Centers are to be discontinued.

The President, in his nationally televised speech before the
Congress on April 28th, stressed his support of the Reagan Bi-partisan
Budget Resolution which restored most of the previously proposed cuts
in Veterans programs. The level of funding restored is more than
enough to fund the Outreach Centers, with a proposed budget of
$26 million for FY '82 as opposed to only $12 million expended in
FY '8l.

The Congress has authorized the President's spending levels but
must now pass legislation specifically extending the life of the Out-
reach Centers. This has the overwhelming support of both parties in
both the House and Senate. The President wants you to know that
he is specifically committed to keeping the Outreach Centers funded
and open when Congress authorizes and appropriates funds for this
program. '

- a, \ 1} 1 o ste T
by t! White Hov : to stop plans to implement any proposed reductions
in Veterans programs which were reversed and restored by the Reagan

Bi-partisan Budget Resolution.
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The American Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, AMVETS, Blinded
Veterans Association, and Jewish War Veterans have all endorsed the
Reagan Bi-partisan Budget Resolution which contains the President's
aforementioned support of veteran's programs.

My office looks forward to working with you now and in the future.

¢

rdially,

(%Y

Donald L. Custis
Acting Administrator








