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January 18, 1983 

I appreciate the opportunity to extend my 
congratulations on the grand opening and dedi­
cation ceremonies for the new headquarters 
building of the Paralyzed Veterans of America. 

The completion of this building is a proud 
achievement for your organization, which is 
devoted to the fulfillment of human aspirations 
and goals. Over the years you have provided 
service, assistance, education, and inspiration 
to the physically impaired. In the planning 
and construction of this building, you have 
been sensitive to the needs of your members. 
You have set a fine example of barrier-free 
access. 

You have my best wishes for continued success 
in the important work you do and, again, con­
gratulations on this special day. 

Sent To: 

Ms. Jody Crawford 
Paralyzed Veterans of America 
801 88th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Encl. 8xl0 glossy photo 

(Call when signed to have picked up.: . 872-1300.) 

RR:Livingston:-
cc: K.Osborne/D.Livingston/M.Rawlins(FYI) 
DUE: ASAP EVENT: FEB. 9 
Draft information provided by VA. 

l(FYI)/CF 

•• . 
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r WIIlTE HOUSE SfAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 
8113182 

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTDUEBY: ~ ;;3 
SUBJECT: S .J. Res. 123 · - National Disabled Veterans Week 

VICE PRESIDENT 

MEESE 

BAKER 

DEAVER 

STOCKMAN 

CLARK 

DARMAN 

· FIELDING 

FULLER 

Remarks: 

ACTION FYI 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

D 

D 

D 

V □ 

D 

GERGEN 

HARPER 

JAMES 

JENKINS 

MURPHY 

ROLLINS 

WILLIAMSON 

WEIDENBAUM 

BRADY /SPEAKES 

ROGERS 

ACTION FYI 

D □ 

D D 

D □ 

✓ o 

✓ □ 
D □ 

D □ 

D 

D 

D 

□ 

Please provide any comments/recommendations by 2:00 Tuesday, August 17. 

Thank you . 

.i) l O N u -r-- (( e_ C <t..t Vfl-

M A--t L- ?J1P - I~ 

Response: 

v,....AJ,.., 
Richard G. Dannan 

Assistant to the President 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

AUG 13 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Resolution S.J. Res. 123 - National Disabled 
Veterans Week 

Sponsor - Sen. Hayakawa (R) California and 41 others 

Last Day for Action 

August 21, 1982 - Saturday 

Purpose 

Authorizes and requests the President to designate the week of 
November 7, 1982, as "National Disabled Veterans Week". 

Agency Recomendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Veterans Administration 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 

S.J. Res. 123 authorizes and requests you to issue a proclamation 
designating the week of November 7, 1982, as "National Disabled 
Veterans Week", and calling upon Government agencies at the 
Federal, State, and local levels and the people of the United 
States to observe the week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, 
and activities. It was passed by voice vote in both the House 
and the Senate. 

The resolution notes that there are 2.3 million veterans with 
disabilities resulting from their service in the United States 
Armed Forces. This legislation is intended to give recognition 
to the contribut1ons that these disabled veterans have made to 
our national security and welfare through their efforts to help 
preserve our freedom, strength, and prosperity. The VA, in its 
views letter, states that no group of its size is collectively so 
deserving of special recognition as the men and women disabled in 
America's defense. 
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An appropriate proclamation will be drafted and forwarded to the 
White House for issuance in a timely manner. 

Enclosures 

(Signed) James M. Frey 

Assistant Director for 
Legislative Reference 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 17, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR ELIZABETH H. DOLE 

THRU-:' 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DIANA LOZANO 

MORTON C. BLACKWELL~ 

Staffing Memorandum - Proclamation on 
National Disabled Veterans Week 

I have cleared the wording of the referenced proclamation 
through the veterans organizations concerned. The Paralyzed 
Veterans of America like the wording and offered their 
congratulations to this Administration for getting the 
proclamation out in advance of the event which, according 
to them, has not happened in previous administrations. 

Disabled American Veterans objects to the wording the second 
paragraph which refers to "lessened future contributions to 
our society" since rehabilitation to be a contributor to our­
society is one of their main aims. 

There is a misspelled word in the middle of the next to the 
last paragraph which we have corrected on the draft. See 
attached. 
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June 30, 1982 

I am delighted to send my warm greetings. to all 
those gathered tor the National Convention of 
the Disabled American Veterans and Auxiliary. 

This event presents me with a welcome opportunity 
to express my continuing high regard tor the work 
of your organization. Your members have fully 
demonstrated their devotion to our nation through 
dedicated •efforts to preserve American freedom 
and independence. 

Disabled American veterans exemplify the lon 
tradition of citizens who left their homes and 
families to defend our liberty and strive for 
peace in the world. All Americans are moved by 
your valor and sacrifice and will always hold 
you in a special place in their hearts~ 

You have my best wishes for an enjoyable and 
productive Convention. 

SEND SPECIAL DELIVERY TO: 
Mr. Sherman A. Roodzant 
National Commander 
Disabled American Veterans 
807 Maine Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. ~024 / / -

RR:Wells:- ,/ / ~ 
cc: K.Osborne/J.Wells/F.Ryan,JR. ~ CF 
EVENT: JULY 18-22 
NEEDED: ASAP 
(Draft information provided by VA) 
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June 23, 1982 

Dear Mr. Roodzants 

L . have been asked to thank you, on behalf of the President, 
for the cordial invitation you extended to him to attend and 
address the National Convention of the Disabled American 
Veterans and ~uxiliary which is being held in Las Vegas, 
July 18-22. 

Ycur invitation has been carried forward and carefully con­
sidered as the President's calendar for July was under 
advisement. It now is certain, however, that, in view of 
the devclcpments in his schedule, it will not be possible 
for him to join you. The President does plan to send a 
personal message to your convention, though, and this will 
come to you no later than July 18. 

With the President's best wishes to you, 

Sincerely, 

, Mr. Sherman A. Roodza.nt 
National Commander 
Disabled American Veterans 
807 Maine Avenue, s.w. 
Washington, o.c. 20024 

FJR/MHR/las --

Frederick J. nyan 1 Jr • 
.Deputy Director 
Presidential Appointments 

c1nd Scheduling 

cc: w/inc to Dodie Livingston for message 
cc: ce,a.fsele Shortle¥) Nr. Blackwell's office - FYI 
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Dear Mr. Roodzanta 

I.. have been asked to thank you, on behalf of the President, 
for the cordial invitation you extended to him to attend and 
address the National Convention of the Disabled American 
Veterans and Auxiliary which is being held. in Las Vegas, 
July 18-22. 

Ycu.r invitation has been carried forliard and carefully con­
sidered as the President's calendar for July was under 
advisement. It now is certain, however, that, in view of 
the develcpments in his schedule, it will not be possible 
for him to join you. The President does plan to send a 
personal message to your convention, though, and this will 
come to you no later than July lS. 

With the President's best wishes to you, 

Sincerely, 

, Mr. Sherman A. Roodzant 
National Commander 
Disa_bled Alllerican Veterans 
807 Maine Avenue, s.w. 
Washin9ton, D.C. 20024 

FJR/MHR/las --

Frederick J. Ryan, Jr. 
Deputy Director 
Presidential Appointments 

~nd Scheduling 

cc: w/inc to Dodie Livingston for message 
cc: - W!±s:et-e--stim--t:-J.ey, Mr. Blackwell's office - FYI 
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Jv1EMORi;.l-JDCM FOR FLO RANDOLPH 
, C . . 

MORTON BLACKWELL I /,. ' , .· .. - - -.., FROM; 

SUBJECT : Me e ting o f Veteran s Groups 
with Mr . Meese 

The e xecutiv e di rec t ors of the thr ee 
largest veterans group s have requested 
a meeting with Ed Meese r e garding the ir 
dis s atisf action with the Administration's 
handling of veterans' a ffai r s, Th e y 
are Mylio Kraja , American Legion; 
Cooper Holt , Veterans of Foreign Wars; 
Gabby Hartnett, Di s abled American Veterans 

I understand t he c orning week is i mpossible 
but would appreciate having the m schedu l ed 
as soon as possible . They represent large 
constituencies which have been largely 
supportive of the President . 

I 
(_ 

I 
' I 

~ 
I 

_ ....... 

.. ., 
. - -
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I;.,\ ' Molla: "JJ J =-al d-p-~ 9ood o/ #Uf ~ , J wdt HDi ~ ill o/ tu-." 
j,. \ ~"7.'ll'-i"'l'l!'.!"'...,,...'lffll:t'~~l!'l'.'m~-~'!ll!lr:l:!~~'llii!"""ll~~:::r""""~~r.ra!s~"'!l'lr.'~"'l'!'""'"""""-c..!, ..... ~~ 

NATIONAL SERVICE and LEGISLATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
807 MAINE AVENUE, S.W. 

Mr. Edwin Meese, III 
Office of the Counselor 
to the President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Meese: 

WASHINGTON, o·.c. 20024 
(202) 554-3501 

February 26, 1982 

I am writing this letter to bring a matter to your attention 
and hopefully, through you, to the attention of President Reagan. 

The issue involves certain aspects of the Fiscal Year 1983 
Veterans Administration Budget Request recently submitted to the 
u. s. Congress by the Administration. Specifically, it involves 
two legislative proposals contained in the request which, if 
adopted, would result in substantial VA disability compensation 
benefit reductions to service-connected veterans, many of whom 
would be combat disabled and of the Vietnam Era. 

The first proposal would eliminate the dependency allowance 
portion contained in the compensation checks of service-connected 
veterans who are rated by the VA as being 30% and 40% disabled. 
There are approximately 314,400 veterans so rated nationwide. 
The Fiscal Year 1983 "savings" is estimated to be $135.3 million. 

The following is an example of the adverse impact of this 
proposal on an individual veteran: 

A combat disabled veteran service-connected for a 
below the knee amputation of a leg, who has a wife 
and two children, would receive, effective October 1, 
1982, a $42 reduction in his rronthly VA compensation 
check. This would occur despite the fact that his 
basic rate of compensation would be increased by 8.1%, 
effective the same date. (As also proposed in the 
VA Budget Request.) 

Would you agree that this is a somewhat ill conceived "good 
news/bad news" joke? 
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A second legislative proposal would discontinue current 
payments of additional compensation that are now provided to 
severely disabled service-connected veterans who cannot work 
because of their service-connected disabilities and who are also 
in receipt of any other federal benefit by reason of disability 
or retirement. Such other federal benefits would include: 
social security payments (both SSDI and OASI}, black lung, 
railroad retirement, civil service retirement, etc. · ( Present law 
does preclude concurrent receipt of VA disability compensation 
benefits and military retirement pay.} 

There are presently some 113,000 veterans determined to be 
totally disabled and unable to engage in gainful employment by 
virtue of their service-connected disabilities. The Fiscal Year 
1984 "savings" associated with this proposal is $282 .5 million 
(the statutory change would be made this year, with an effective 
date of 10/1/83). 

An example of this proposal's impact follows: 

A service-connected wartime disabled veteran has the 
following disabilities: 60% for an above the knee 
amputation of the right leg, 30% for residuals of a 
gunshot wound to the remaining leg, and 40% for resid­
uals of a gunshot wound to the pleural cavity of the 
chest--a combined 90% rating. He has been determined 
"unemployable" because of his service-connected 
disabilities a~d he therefore receives from the VA 
a total unemployability rating. Assuming he is married 
and has no dependent children, his VA check i"s pre­
sently $1,254 per rronth. This veteran also receives 
$324 per rronth in OASI payments. The Administration 
proposal would require that $324 be eliminated from 
his rronthly VA disability compensation check. 

Should totally disabled service-connected veterans, indeed 
should any veteran, be required to forego earned social security 
entitlement? · 

Administration witnesses will shortly be defending the VA 
Budget Request before the House and Senate Veterans Affairs 
Committees and those of Appropriations and Budget. Hard 
questions will be posed to them concerning the economic and rroral 
propriety of the above legislative proposals. Additionally, this 
organization intends to immediately commence a nationwide "grass 
roots" campaign aimed at informing our national membership and 
the general public of these legislative proposals. 
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Admitting the very parochial interest that the Disabled 
American Veterans has in this issue, and not (here) attempting to 
set forth our opposing arguments, my question to you is: Are you 
and the President aware of this aspect of the VA Budget Request 
and do you, after a realistic assessment of all factors, believe 
that these proposals should be retained in the Administration's 
Budget Request? 

I am reminded of recent Administration "problems" associated 
with the issue of tax exemptions for private educational 
ins ti tut ions and, quite simply, I am suggesting to you that this 
could prove to be an analogous situation. 

May I close by saying that I have attempted to be frank and 
forthright in this letter and I trust that it has been received 
in that vein. I also hope that the subjects discussed will be 
given nore than cursory attention and I would deeply appreciate 
being apprised of your views. 

Sinc[]cp~ 
HN F. Ht~ 

1 Legislative Director 

JFH: ah 



CD> 
PII,~ , 

Republican 
National 
Committee 

July 31, 1981 

Mrs. Elizabeth Dole 
. The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mrs. Dole: 

I thought you might be interested in seeing the 
attached. It represents a favorable acceptance 
by one major constituency -- veterans -- of the 
President's budget cuts. The response is made 
all the more favorable in light of the fact that th~ 
Disabled American Veterans tends to be one of the 
more vocal critics of most Administrations. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Director 
Coalition Division 

AB:mw 

enclosure 

l Dwiaht D. Eisenhower Reoublican Center: 310 First Street Southeast. Washin!lton. D.C. 20003. (202) 484-6500. 
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H'crshington report . . 

Veterans & efense 
. ·orman B. Hartnett, National Din·ctor of Sen·ices 
807 Maine A,enue, S.W. Wash inton, D.C. 20024 

Phone 202-5.54-3501 

... ~ " . :· 
• C I ~-·• ----..... I : .-

-~-1 'f. ~--;-_,: , • L :: 

·jl _··m: --~-;;• .. ---,.rr- ---
~ ·71,~·.:__ 
,- I -~jl-~-'. -- ~y 

" ~}~' . 
~ ~ ~-. -~~ ; 

1\l~-- " 
~- .i-"fut l~r~i~ 

I' ve noticed that some in Washington, If New Beginnings didn't ~~~~1' · · · ~ J~f-1,;~;: that veterans' and defense 
D.C., are beginning to see veterans' affairs make the linkage directly . its "f:~.;~t :. -~ -S:-;_J issues go hand -i n-hand in 
and the national de~ense as related issues. phrasing strongly implied .. ~'\.?:{3.~ .:. , t ;;f~ 'i"};J many respects . In this re-
. I found strong evidence of thi s positive that veterans· and defense ~ ~.:'~. ·c·· · • . ~-,-~ gard, I v.otild strongly urge 
trend in a recent issue of J, ew Beg~nnings, a ~ }-ss\:Jes arc-threads "()\ en into the same fabric . two Republicans, 0\1 B Director Da\ id A . 
Republican National c ·ommi llee (R NC) -- ; -Di[riJ:Jg the 1970s, panicularly after the Viet - Stockman and Senate Veterans ' A ff airs Com· 
newsletter designed to support the economic · · nam War, thc:rc "as a gro" ing tendency to mittee Chairman Al an K. Simpson of Wyom• 
policies of the Reagan administration. \'icw veterans ' pr0grams as clements of the ing . to pa) close heed to the commitment the ir 

Noting tha t · 'Victory for Pre side nt nation ' s social "elf.i re programs ... as scpa- pany" s national committee made to \ etcrans· 
Reagan's Program for Economic Recovery ra te from the nati,rnal defense . ·· programs in its New Beginnings bulletin . 
insures a strong national defense'and strong This allcm ed our politicians to ignore the Of course . the growing realization that 
vett:rans · benefits." the publication \locnt on comequt.:nes that a new \lar '-0Uld hold for \eterans · and military issues are linked is not 
to promise, .. National Defense and Veterans' veterans· programs. lt pcm1i t1 cd them to dis - limited to the Republican Party or the White 
Benefits will not be compromised! regard ' the effec ts of shodd~ treatmen t of House . Many Democrats have recognized the 

· 'President Reagan, honoring his cam- vete rans on t_he recruitme nt and rctcnt ion \ ital connection of these issues for some time. 
paign pledges, asked for restorati on of several effons of ou r A1 med Forces. And ma ny and we:~1<; ,noted ex~re il10{~0'. this idea by 
veterans· programs which were initially pared politicians saw this Jttitudc as a green light. members of both maJOrJiart1es m recent pro-
back" in the budget ·request prepa~ed for hi111.. making it somcho\1 01-- a\· to gouge the VA and ceedil)g5, jn Congress. ~ -~ : _/ _ 
by the Office of Manageiriein and Budget, vctcra~s'. j~b,pcpgr:ims· for -budget ~a vipgs. A good example of this appeared in a recent 
(0MB). the· flyer continuecC lt went on· to ., Of course .. ve1 era ns· benefit s and senlices letter sent to all U.S. Senators in suppon of a 
comment'that ;_'-Veterans did share; however·, arc not social. \\ el fare programs. They're three-year extension of the VA 's "Operat ion 
in the sacrifice of necessary budget cutting, earned entitlemen ts paid for by the sacrifices Outreach .. psychoi9g ical readjustment pro•. -~ 
but less than ·was first anticipated." veterans were asked to make in the defense of gram for Vietn am era ve~~rans

1 
The NeH· Begin~ings issue was a direct our country. "At a time when the military is plagued_-

pilch to veterans , ask ing them to support the All veterans. particu.larly those who served with manpower problems, and the A11=· 
President's overall economic policies. "The du ring wanime . have given up comiderable Volunteer Force is facing increasing chal-
vetcrans· stake in the success of the Economic time out of their li ves to pan iripate in the lcnges in rec rui ti ng adequate numbers of 
Recovef)' Program is immense,·· stated a nat ional defense. This set bark their careers. quali fi ed personnel. we must meet our obliga-
cover letter attached to the flyer by RNC their educ-at ions. their family li\eS and more. tions to the \ eterans ofth~ last war." said the 
Chairman Richard Richards. ·'Pens ion and Our coun try O\>.es something to these people . lette r signed by Senators Alan Crans ton (D· 
lx:nefit payments , education an d job training. And in no ca,e is the enti tlement aspect of Calif.) and John H. Cha fee (R-R.l.). 
and medical aid all require a heal thy economy vetera ns' hcnefit s and SCI'\ ir es more clear In cnn,uraging this kind of philm,Pphical 
for funding.·• than in the case of \·c tcrans v. ith ~CJ'\'ice- li nkage between veterans' and defense pro· 

Before I'm misunderstood, let me remind connected di \abi litics . Our government has a grams. the DAV recognizes that more is at 
you that the DAV, its state departm ents, and conspicuous moral obligation to those who stake than meeting commitments to curre nt 
its chapters are prohibi1edfrom raking stands spilled blood, lost their health . or suffer men- veterans. Here are some further considera-
on issues not directly related to veterans be- tally as the result of their military service . ti ons : 
nefits and sen-ices. As an organ ization, we Unfortunately . the notion that \ ctcrans · ( I) Thoug h we are not now at v. ar. our 
cannot and wi ll not take a position on the prog rams are s0cial v.•elfare programs pcrme- coun tf)' ccnainly does not exist in a peaceful 
Presidem·s O\ erall tax and spending plans. ated the Cane r administration . and cu ts in the world. One look at the evening news should 

However. there are many ways in whic h VA, pan icu larly its heal th care system. re - be enough to convice anyone tha t at least the 
veterans and militar)' issues are related in su ited . Job programs for di,ablcd and Vi et- threa t of U.S. invol\'cmcnt in conflict mer-
ways that do affect benefits and services for nam era vet erans were held at a lov. p1 io1 i1y in seas is a fact of life . 
disabled veterans and their fa mi lies . And. the Labor Dcpanmcnt. ,rnd \ f:'tcrans · p1cfcr• The DAV is deeply ·concemed ah0ut the 
while the RNC's /'-.'cw Beginn ings didn't ci te ence in fed eral employme nt was \·ici0us ly welfare of those veterans \lo ho would come 
the~e rel at ionships direct ly, I'm encouraged artacked. home wou nded or otherwise di ,ablcd if the 
w ~ee the RNC beginn ing to think about Hopefully. th ings will impro\·e during the United States v. c:re forled in10 ~ome future 
-.clt:ran~ · and aefcnse issu es as linked Reagan administration. if the idea takes hold conflict. \\·e·re par1 icularl) \loOrTi t d ahout the 
together. 

Page 2 DA\' \1AGAZI~ E 
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r ,· , v. p; th,· \ '.-\ hl·iil th c;nr , , ,t r ill . \\'e 
d11r.·! ".,nt J rcpc: JI of v. h;rt h;ippl_-11cd durini: 
lhl· !:Jr!: ye Jr, of the \'1e1n.,rn \\'ar v. hen our 
\'A hn,pilal, v.crr CJu~ht rnmplctcl) off­
cuard . 
• 12) Lcyi,lation i~ pendin!:' in Con~1c~~ that 
"ould enable the \ 'A and milital) medical 
sy~lcms to operate coopcrati\ ely in a number 
of way~. Those intcreSled in rcducinc the cost 
of government should loo~ clo;el)· at this 
legislation. The VA medical system provides 
health care at considerably reduced cost when 
compared 10 the priYale medical sector­
aprroxi matcly 15 percent less. arcordi111_: to 
fo rmer VA Admin ist rator Ma, Ckhmd. This 
legislation has the po1en1ial to begin an o­
p:ir.,ion of this efficiency. 

There is no doubt in m\ mind that the 
budget-cu tt ing polici es of th~ past fr" : cars. 
as applied to the \'A health care s, stem. are 
actu3lly increasing fed eral he alth ~are costs. 

Tens of thou sands of eligible veterans have 
been denied VA care in recent years due to a 
lack of medical resources caused by budget 
constraints on the VA. Many of them were 
referred to other public sources of care that 
cost more than the YA , with the expensive 
Medicare and Medicaid programs leading the 
list. And the CHAMPUS health insurance 
program for militar)' people and their depen­
dents is in no \\3)' innpcnsive, though be­
nefits are frequently inadequate. 

13) Coopcrati\e arrangements bet\\een the 
\'A and mili1ary systems could mal-e med ical 
treatment more readily available to\ eterans, 
militar) people. and eligible military depen• 
dents. This would be added to the cost ben­
efits of such arrangements. 

(4) Finally, I \1an1 to expand on the idea 
that Senators Cranston and Chaffee men­
tioned. concerning the relationship of veter­
ans· programs to militar)' recruitment and re­
tention, a situation th at must be \·ieVI ed realis­
tically. 

The Armed Foces today are highly tech­
nological. They need techn icians and highly 
qualified people in other fi elds. They need the 
trained NCOs and middlc -rankin!!. officers 
VI ho arc lea\ inr the servi ces todav in droves. 
In terms of ne: recruits, the uniformed ser­
vices ,eldom get the I-ind of men and women 
needed 10 replace the,e people in sufficient 
numbers. This is a widely recognized 
problem. 

I remember the old sergeant who said, '•If 
the !\farine Corp, wanted me to have a wife, it 
would have i,sued me one.·· Realistically. 
that kind of soldier i, rare. Military people 
have families. Regardless of how patriotic 
our ~crvicc people may be. practical consid­
era1ions come into play whe n Vle·re talking 
about family people. 

\\'hy should a highly qualified v-: rson join 
or stay in the Armed Forces when civilian 
jobs offer a far heller deal in 1<:rrns of pay. 
1'cnefi1s . and retirement'.' \'cterans · programs 
are parl of the deal offered to mil ital)· people. 
and curting tho,c benefit~ and ,ervices back 
mal..es the deal that much less inviting 

The inahility to attract enough qu:iiified 

JCLY 1981 

VA Administrator 
Hearings Set 

Hearin)!, on the confir111;1tion of Robcr1 P. 
Nimmo as VA admini~1rn1or will be held Julv 
9 by the Senate Y eteran, · A ff airs Commillc~. 

No one anticipates any problems in the 
hearings. afte r which the committee is ex ­
pected to recommend confirmation of the 
World War II and Korean War veteran to the 
full Senate . President Rcal!an ·s choice of the 
California rancher and h;sinessman for the 
\'A ·s top joh was announced April 30. 

Last month the Prc, ident announced his 
nominati ons for the po,itions of deputy VA 
administrator and VA impcctor general. 

Chosen for the VA ·s second-in-com­
~ -;.,--~ _ _ mand job was All en 

. :,.-';' .. ~~~- ·. B. Clark. Jr., a com­
":~:~~~ bat -wounded veteran 
=-; •-~ of the Viet nam War, 

~ .1--- who currently works {.. /1~" as a special assistant 
to Texas Governor 

~:~ ~ ' .. Bill Clements . Frank 
· ,..:- · : S . Sato. the Depart-

ment of Transporta­
tion's inspector 
genera l (JG). was 
picked for the JG job 

Clark in the YA. 
The Senate Veterans· Affairs Commi ttee 

will hold confirmation hcarincs on Clark and 
Sato immediately followirrg its hearings on 
the Nimmo nomination un July 9 . 

Former VA Deputy Administrator Rufus 
Wilson has gone to work with the House 
Veterans' Affairs Committee as its minority 
counsel. Also moving from the VA to the 
House commi ttee staff is J.C. Pedarsky, 
who left his job as the VA ·s director of Com-

people to the militar)' and retain them once 
they're in the service is costing our govern­
ment money. And what good is a brand-new 
weapons system when there 's no one there 
who knows how to operate ·,1 or fix it if it 
breaks down? -

The DAV wants to rei ,1force the idea of a 
direct relationship betV1een veterans an d 
militar)' programs, because we see the poten­
tial for improved ser,ices for di sabled veter­
ans. But these fur1her cons iderations should 
be weighed by those in \\'ashineton who are 
making the dcci~ions. -

The idea of a direct relationship between 
\Ctcrans· and military programs hold the 
potential fur in1provcd services to veterans. In 
the DAV", opinion. ,uch a relationship wou ld 
ccr1ainly result in a strengthened \'A medical 
S) ste m. 

Our nation's le aders shou ld eive stron!!. 
consideration to this idea, bccau~e it would 
demon-irate a commitment to 2ood services 
to mcmb.:~ of o ur Armed Force~. as well as a 
co111mi1ment to adequ ate !~ C3re for these peo­
ple should they become disabled veterans. 

p-.:n, atJllJl and Pcm1 on Ser\ 1cc to ht: ,·omc a 
pr ofc,'-lonal ~,aff con, uil anl fur !hr mJ_J tH II~ 

of the Hou,c Cnmm111cc . 
The Rca~an :.id1rn 11 i,1ration ha, ,till not 

nnmin:,tcd anyone to hcLomc a"i'1anl deputy 
, r ,rc tary of labor for \'Cler Jm · emplo: mcnt. 
a position which has hccn vacan t since 
March. 

Clark Withdraws Name 
Allen B. Clark, Jr., withdrew his 

name from considera tion for deputy 
VA administrator just as this issue of 
DAV Maga:ine was going to press . He 
made no public statemenrs regarding 
the re aso ns for his withdrawal. 
However. informed sources say the 
Vietnam veteran was unhappy with the 
role planned for him in the VA ·s 
second highest office. DA\! Maga:ine 
will repor1 details when they become 
available. 

Clark. the deputy VA administrator desig­
nate. served as a Green Beret captain during 
the Vietnam War. The 38-year-old Austin, 
Tex., residen t holds a master's degree in busi­
ness administration from Southern Methodist 
University, in addition to a bachelor of scien­
ce degree from \\'es t Point. 

Clark lost both legs due to combat in Viet­
nam. and is a life member of the DAV . His 
militar)· decorations include the Silver Star, 
Bronze Star, Purple Heart. and two battle 
stars. He also holds the Combat Infantry­
man's Badge and Airborne Wings. 

Prior to hi s appointment as spec ial ass is­
tant to Governor Clements , Clark worked for 
Texas businessman Ross Perot. and later was 
employed by the Republic Bank in Dallas. 

He served as president of the West Point 
Society of North Texas in 1973, president of 
the Young Executive Group of the Dallas 
Council on World Affairs in I 977, as chair­
man of the Horizons Committee in I 976. 

The JG designate. Sato. developed a con­
siderable reputation for combatting fraud and 
abuse in federal highway program; folio\\ ine 
his appointment as Transporlation Dcpar1~ 
mcnt JG in 1979. Very well respected. he 
serves on several committees and boards of 
accounting and government auditing associa­
tions an d other professional organizations. 

From 1974 to 1979, Sato worked a~ d,puty 
secretary of defense (audit) in the offi ce of the 
assistant secretary of defense (comptroller). 
From 1977 to I 979, he was director of the 
Defense Audit Service. He held various posi­
tions with the U.S. Air Force audi tor ecncral 
and the office of the secretar)· of defense 
between 1953 and 1974. 

Born in Puyal lup. \\'ash .. Sato holds a 
bachelor·s degree in accountin2 from the 
University of Washington and- did post­
graduate VI orl- at the Uni\ ersity of Californi a 
in Los Angeles. 
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New Beginnings: A Tax and Spending Bulletin 
This economic flyer explains the facts of President Reagan 1s Program for 
Economic Recovery. It is being sent to inform you of the actions needed now 
for the economic revitalization of America. 

VOLUME I 

Victory for Reagan Economic Recovery Program 
Strong Support for National Defense and Veterans' Affairs 

Victory for President Reagan's Program for Economic Recovery 
insures a strong national defense and strong veterans• bene­
fits. In the limelight this month has been the Gramm-Latta 
bipartisan budget resolution, which boasts the support of 
President Reagan, overwhelming majorities in Congress, and 
the backing of all the major veterans' organizations. In a 
series of historic votes in early May, the Reagan budget 
sped through Congress with unprecedented success. On the 
7th, the House of Representatives passed the Gramm-Latta 
resolution (backed by the President) by a huge, 77-vote mar­
gin. On the 12th, the Senate seconded the vote on the Pres­
ident1s budget by 78-20. And on the 14th, House-Senate Con­
ference Committee members nailed down agreements for the 
First Congressional Budget Resolution, which will set spend­
ing targets for the years to come. One message that came 
back loud and clear: National Defense and Veterans• Benefits 
will not be compromised! 
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Billions: $24 .8 $226.3 
BUDGET AUTHORITY 

President Reagan, honoring his campaign pledges, asked for the restoration of several vet­
erans• programs which were initially pared back. The approved resolution calls for $450 
million in additional outlays and $600 million in increased budget authority over the ea r ­
lier targets. The President supported the higher figures for veterans in the House, and 
moreover, made sure they were maintained in the work of the House-Senate Conferrees. The 
result? Medical and Department of Veterans• Benefits personnel will not be cut and funds 
are available for Readjustment Counseling Centers. 

Veterans• programs will grow by almost $1.5 billion in FY 1982. Veterans did share, how­
ever, in the sacrifice of necessary budget cattin~, rrut less than was first anti cipated. 

BREAKDOWN OF VETERANS' PROGRAMS 
($ OUTLAYS IN MILLIONS) 

CATEGORY: 

OPERATING EXPENSES 
BENEFIT PROGRAMS 
MEDICAL PROGRAMS 
CONSTRUCTION 
PROPOSED LEGISLATION 
OTHER 
TOTAL 

APPROX. 
AMOUNT 

670 
14,530 
7,260 

450 
840 
400 

24,150* 

% OF 
TOTAL 

3% 
60% 
30% 
2% 
3% 
2% 

100% 
*To be reconciled to $24,050. Program 

categories from House Veterans• Affairs 

Cuts were made by eliminating programs earmarked 
by the Veterans• Affairs Committees and in the 
rescission and deferral of several hospital con­
struction projects. Such adjustments allowed the 
Conference Committee to meet the economic objec­
t1ves of the President while protecting veterans• 
health care, counseling and compensation plans. 

The approved resolution also achieves the Presi­
dent1s goals for strengthening America 1s national 
defense. After a decade of decline when compared 
to the GNP, military programs will see real in­
creases with outlays of $188.8 billion in FY 
1982. Budget authority, a better measure of the 
ability to buy new weapon systems and increase 
military preparedness, will similarly rise to 
$226.3 billion, an increase of 25 percent. 



.. 
Reaction in Congress Positive for Veterans' Programs 

Reactions to the historic votes were quick in coming from leading Congressmen. It 
was apparent that veterans had dona a good job in communicating their concern for 
specific programs. Congressman Delbert Latta (R-Ohio), co-author of the Gramm­
Latta bipartisan resolution, was enthused by the 253-176 House vote. "This shows 
that a new attitude has taken hold in Congress", Latta said. "The fact is that gov­
ernment spending must be slowed and unnecessary programs eliminated. Unless infla­
tion is brought under control, veterans and all others who retire on fixed incomes 
will continue to see the substance of their pensions eaten away.'' Latta was espe­
cially pleased that the House-Senate Conference Committee could meet the President's 
budget objectives while still providing sufficient funds for veterans' medical care . 
Earlier, Latta had been informed by the House Veterans' Affairs Committee that the 
amounts set forth in the Gramm-Latta resolution were adequate for the Veterans' 
Administration and that no change was anticipated in the number of hospital patients 
treated . 

Congressman John P. Hammerschmidt (R-Arkansas) was pleased that, "Congress did not 
orget t ose who have served so va iant y to keep Their e ow count rymen ree. 11 s 

the ranking minority member of the House Veterans' Affairs Committee, Hammerschmidt 
played a pi votal role in seeing that necessary benefits were kept on track while 
carefully examining areas where some cuts could safely be made. Along with the 
House Veterans' Affairs Committee Chairman "Sonny" Montgomery (D-Mississippi), their 
meeti ngs with veterans' organizations and then with Administration officials cleared 
the way for acceptance of the funding targets in the approved resolution. "With 
Presi dent Reagan's support", Harrrnerschmidt explained, "the House-Senate Conferrees 
needed only to dot the i's. 11 

The Budget Process 
When President Reagan announced, on February 18, 1981, the dramatic changes in nation­
al priorities that were needed to return the country to economic sanity, a loud groan 
was heard from the cadre of budget analysts who serve Congress. Extra Congressional 
effort would, indeed, be necessary to enact the Program for Economic Recovery. This 
year, the First Congressional Budget Resolution contains "reconciliation instructions" 
directing the legislative authorizing committees to report the changes in law neces­
sary to implement budget savi'ngs. The following highlights the time-frame of 
budgetary decision-making. 

MAY 15 

ADOPT 1ST CON­
CURRENT BUDGET 

JUNE 15 JULY 15 AUGUST 

ADOPT OMNIBUS RE­
RECONCIL IATION BILL 

SEPT. 15 OCTOBER l 

CONGRESS: RESOLUTION 

ADOPT 2ND CON- NEW F.Y. 
CURRENT BUDGET BEGINS 

RESOLUTION 

PASS AUTHORIZING LEGISLATION AND SPENDING 
BILLS --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

COMMITTEES: 

REPORT ALL 
AUTHORIZING 
LEGISLATION 

REPORT SPENDING AND REVENUE BILLS 

FOR NEW F.Y. REPORT RECON­
CILIATION BILLS 
OR RESOLUTIONS 

NOTE: SPENDING BILLS EXCEEDING TARGETS SET 
IN 1ST RESOLUTION ARE NOT TO BE ENROLLED. 
BUDGET COMMITTEES ARE TO ENFORCE, ACTING 
THROUGH AMENDMENTS IF NECESSARY. 



. 
The Veterans' Stake in the Economic Recovery Program 

DEAR VETERAN: 

THERE ARE OVER THIRTY MILLION OF US, VETERANS ARE OUR MOST RESPECTED 
CITIZENS, OVER NINETY PERCENT OF ALL VETERANS ARE REGISTERED TO VOTE1 
AND YOU PARTICIPATE LI KE NO OTHER GROUP IN THE PQI_ IT I CAL PROCESS I You 
HAVE FOUGHT ON THE BATTLEFIELD FOR FREEDOM AND MANY OF YOU HAVE SUF­
FERED SILENTLY AT HOME WITH YOUR WOUNDS, YET ANOTHER BUGLE CALLS 
YOU, 

NEVER BEFORE HAVE I COME TO YOU WITH A ~ORE URGENT MESSAGE~ THE NEED 
FOR YOU TO TAKE QUICK ACTION rs GREAT, IHE PRESIDENT IS DEPENDING 
UPON ALL OF US, 

PRESIDENT REAGAN HAS CALLED THE PRESENT ECONOMIC CRISIS OUR NATION'S 
MOST SERIOUS SINCE THE GREAT DEPRESSION, WE MUST CHOOSE NOW WHETHER 
OR NOT WE ARE GOING TO PRESERVE AND RENEW THIS BLESSED NATION OF OURS, 
THE PRESIDENT HAS PROPOSED AN ECONOMIC RECOVERY PROGRAM WHICH WIL~ 
RENEW OUR COUNTRY AND GIVE us AGAIN THE INCENTIVES TO BE GREAT, You 
HAVE BEEN READING OF THE PROGRAM'S VICTORIES BUT MANY BATTLES LIE 
AHEAD, 

THE PRESIDENT'S ECONOMIC RECOVERY PROGRAM CAN BE DESCRIBED IN FOUR 
PARTS: SPENDING REDUCTIONS1 TAX CUTS1 A STABLE MONETARY POLICY} AND 
THE ELIMINATION OF EXCESSIVE GOVERNMENT REGULATION WITH A RETURN TO 
THE BASIC BUILDING BLOCKS OF FEDERALISM,. EACH PART rs INTEGRAL TO THE 
WHOLE) THERE ARE THOSE WHO WOULD HAVE YOU BELIEVE THAT YOU MAY PICK AND 
CHOOSE AMONG THE PARTS, Bur THAT IS EXACTLY HOW WE HAVE GOTTEN INTO 
THE MESS WE ARE IN -- BY ALLOWING BUREAUCRATS TO REGULATE OUR LIVES1 
~y LETTING GOVERNMENT PICK UP MORE AND MORE TAX DOLLARS EACH YEAR, 
WHAT HAVE BEEN THE RESULTS? FEDERAL DEFICIT SPENDING IS OUT OF CONTROL1 
PEOPLE ARE EARNING MORE BUT MUST BUY LESS1 AND WE FACE A $100 BILLION 
PRICE TAG TO MEET EACH YEAR FOR GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS ON BUSINESS, 

THE VETERANS' STAKE IN THE SUCCESS OF THE ECONOMIC RECOVERY PROGRAM IS 
IMMENSE, PENSION AND $f__~EEIT PAYMENTS1 EDUCATION AND JOB TRAINING} AND 
MEDICAL AID ALL REQUIRE A HEALTHY ECONOMY FOR FUNDING, IHE DAYS AHEAD 
WILL CONTINUE TO BE DAYS OF HARD CHOICES1 BUT WE HAVE NEGLECTED THE 
FISCAL FRAMEWORK OF OUR HOME FOR TOO LONG, 

WITH YOUR HELP THE PRESIDENT'S ECONOMIC RECOVERY PROGRAM CAN SUCCEED, 
FIRST1 PLEASE READ THIS ISSUE OF NEW BEGINNENGS AND LET us SEND YOU 
UPDATES, IT WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED OF THECONOMIC RECOVERY PROGRAM1 
WHERE IT STANDS IN CONGRESS1 AND THE BENEFITS YOU CAN EXPECT FROM ITS 
SUCCESS, SECOND1 WRITE YOUR CONGRESSMAN AND SENATOR1 TELL THEM THAT 
YOU WANT ALL PARTS OF THE ECONOMIC RECOVERY PROGRAM TO BE ENACTED, 
DON'T LET THEM LEAVE THEIR JOB HALF-DON 

As IN THE PAST1 I KNOW VETERANS WI WAY, 

RI CHAR , I CHARDS 
AN1 REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE 



For a Great New Beginning ... 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN: 
l SUPPORT THE PRESIDENT'S PROGRAM FOR ECONOMIC RECOVERY, ALL PARTS OF 
IT MUST BE ENACTED! 
NAME __________________________ _ 

STREET --------------------------
c ITY _____________ STATE _______ ZI P __ _ 

SEND THIS COUPON TO YOUR CONGRESSMAN IN CARE OF: 

ALFRED BALITZERJ DIRECTOR 
COALITION DIVISION 
310 FIRST STREET) SE 
WASHINGTON) D,L, 20605 

New Beginnings: A Tax and Spending Bulletin, is published periodically by the Republican National Committee. 
It provides the latest information on the President's Program for Economic Recovery. Additional copies are 
available from the Committee. 

republican national committee 
_,,,

1 
310 First Street Southeast, Washington, D.C. 20003. 

~ New Beginntngs ~--------- --- --- --
310 First St. S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20003 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Heilman: 

Attached in the autographed photo 
you requested. 

If we can be of any further 
assistance, just let us know. 

Cordially, 

ft~ 
· Maiselle Shortley 
Confidential Assistant 

to Morton Blackwell 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

'IO: I.Desje Edwards 

FFOM: Maiselle Shortley x 2657 

Please have the attached photo authographed 
with the President's signature. Just give 
a call when it is ready and I will oome 
down and pick it up. Thanks for your 
help 



DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 
NATIONAL SERVICE and LEGISLATIVE HEADQUARTERS 

807 MAINE AVENUE, S.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 

(202) 554-3501 

August 13, 1981 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Public Relations Liaison Office 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Morton: 

I recently received the enclosed picture from our 
immediate Past National Commander, Stan Pealer, who had 
the honor of meeting President Reagan last fall (I believe, 
at a VFW function) . 

S tan requested that I use my "influence" to obtain an 
autograp h on the picture. In order to preserve my in-hous e 
image as a Washington "power broker" (I assure you that my 
tongue is appropriately positioned in my cheek), would you 
be so kind as to have the picture autographed and returned 
to me? 

With warm regards, I remain, 

JFH:ar 
Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

• 
F. H IL 

Legislative Director 



~ 



TO: FILE ROOM 
FROH: :'-lAIL SECTION 

II 37 L. WATSON ,;1/r1 
Rl:::Q .• Ft:.> R (';;;AlW or Enti :i:e -Fi i e 

( ) Letter ref erred to 

) Secret Service Case 
) File or Blue_ Card~ 
) No Previous File 

( ) Sent to not 
-ackd. -by White House 

DISPOSITION OF FILE 

DATE 

( ) Mr o Linder 
( ) Corres. Section 
( ) Re£ erral Section 
( ) I .D. FOR REVIEW 
( ) 

---------------
FILE NO. ___________ _ 

NA,'v!E ---------------
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j 
1 iisableb American leterans 
vi~ DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA 

~f ¥ ~Qt":•,•, 
WALTER E. SANFORD, JR. \ • . ... J::~4p ~: 20 ~ 198t 

... ~ I vv l,".Af•.,;./ -

Presiclent Rcnal.d Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, n. c. 20500 

Dear Mr. Presidenta 

Your reoogni ticn ot our Vietnam veterans at the Medal or Hcnor ceremony 
tor Master Sergeant Roy P. Benavides and en other occasicns is deeply 
appreciated.. Vietnaa stands out as the moat c<l'ltroversial ot our wars 
and the lqest. 

Wh1le the average age ot oar Vietnam dead was 23 years, six 0Ut ot ten 
had been in service less than two years and three 011t ot ten vere married.. 
Nearly a third. ot the JOJ,000 wounded nre seriously disabled. 

The Ccmmomrealth of Virginia has recen~ cmpleted a structural addition 
to the Virginia War Memorial at Richmond to hcinor our 1289 Virginia Viet­
nam dead. Some minor details reuin such as the place•nt ot items in 
the Memorial cotters. 

I have the pleasure to serve as a member of the Virginia War Memorial 
Camni.ssicn and as plans are formulated tor the ded.:icatiai additica,,al 
material will be sent to you. 

Sincerely :,ours, 

Ut~ ✓~L1 (); _ 
Walt.er E. Sanford, Jl:Y'-f'j/ ,_ 
608 Wooclland. Terrace 
Alexandria, Virginia 22.302 

Of, BY AND FOR DISABLED VETERANS-CHARTERED BY CONGRESS 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

May 6, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Morton Blackwell 

FROM: Gary Bauer 

Re: Disabled American Veteran Opposition To Budget Cuts 

As I am sure you are aware, the Disabled American Veterans 
(DAV) has been strongly opposing cutbacks in the Reagan budget par­
ticularly in the area of hospital closings. A recent edition of their 
monthly magazine pictured a crippled vet sitting in a wheelchair read­
ing a newspaper with headlines about the cuts. The issue was filled 
with critical stories. 

I today had lunch with an employee of DAV who would rather 
remain nameless. He works in their HQ and thus observe the situation there 
firsthand. He said that after that issue was received by the DAV members 
the national HQ received an avalanche of critical mail from veterans 
saying they supported the cuts in the budget even if it meant some of 
their programs would be hurt. Many threatened to drop their membership 
in DAV if the organization persisted in opposing the Reagan program. 
So vehement was the reaction that DAV decided to cancel a major mailing 
that was scheduled to go out to the entire membership to raise funds. 

The above information is FYI only in the event you are dealing 
with the DAV leadership in the weeks ahead. 
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George Rusnak III 
Commander 
Chapter 41 D.A.V. 
911 Arena Drive 
Trenton, NJ 08610 

Dear Commander Rusnak, 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

May 21, 1981 

The Preside nt has requested that I send you this form 

for Mrs. Korona to replace her gold star. The President 

and our office of public liaison for veterans affairs are 

very sorry that such tragic eve nts have occurred in Mrs. 

Korona's life . . -We thank you for your letter and your 

interest. If we can be of any further help, please do not 

hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

:l:ll ~ ~-
1,)'-&::,) <.l . 

'/ I 

Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the 
President 
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APPLICATION FOR GOLD STAR LAPEL BUTTON FRONT ~ ~ ~ VIEW 

(THIS FORM IS FOR ONE APPLICANT ONLY) 
"'51IB-' 

IF DECEASED WAS A MEMBER OF: (Che ck appropriate address) 

ARMY 0 Address to: 

Commanding Officer 
US Army Administration Center, TAGO 
9700 Page Boulevard 
St. Louis, Missouri 63132 

NAVY D (If application is made w ithin one year from date of MARINE CORPS 0 (If appli ca tion i s made within one year from 
d ea th) - Address to: date of death) - Address to: 

Chief of Naval Personnel (P ers-E) Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code DL) 
Washington, D.C. \ 20370 Wa s hington, D . C. 20380 

NAVY D (If application is made after one year from date of MARINE CORPS D (If application i s made after one year from 
death) - Address to: date of death) - Address to: 

Center Manager Center Ma nager 
National Personnel Records Cente r, GSA Nati onal P e rsonne l R ecords Center, GSA 
(Military Personnel R ecords) (Milita ry P er sonn el R ecords) 
9700 Page Bou~evard 9700 Page Bouleva rd 
S\. Louis, Missouri 63132 St. L ouis, Missou ri 63132 

AIR FORCE D Address to: - COAST GUARD D Addre ss to: 

C e nter Manager Commandant (PS) 
National Personnel Records Center, GSA United States C oast Gua rd 
(Military P e rsonnel R ecords) 1300 E Street, N. W. 
9700 Page Boulevard Washington, D.C. 20226 
St. Louis, Missouri 63132 

I HEREBY MAKE APPLICATION FOR THE GOLD STAR LAPE L BUTTON AS FOLLOWS: (Ch eck type o f f asten e r desired) 

BACK V I E.W 

SAFETY CAT CH () 1[tt□ ccum TY PE 
□ P IN JOI N T AN O ., 

I AM THE D WIDOW , □ WIDOWER, D MOTHER, D FATHER , □ STEPMOTHER, D STEPFATHER, D MOTHER THROUGH 

ADOPTION , D FATHER THROUGH ADOPTION, D FOSTER MOTHER IN LOCO PARENTIS, D FOSTER FATHER IN LOCO PARENTIS, 

D SO N , D DAUGHTER , D STEPSON, D STEPDAUGHTER, D SON BY ADOPT ION, D DAUGHTER BY A DOPTI O N, D BROTHER, 

D SISTER, □ HALF BROTHER, D HALF SISTER. (Ch eck applicable rela tionship) OF: 

(Last Name - First Nam e - Middle Initial) (Grade) (S ervice Serial Number) 

WHO DIED ON 19 __ WHILE SERVING AS A MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES DURING ONE OF THE 
(Month) (Day) 

FOLLOWING PERIODS : 6 APRIL 1917 TO 3 MARCH 1921 , 8 SEPT E MBER 1939 T O 25 J UL Y 1947, 27 JUNE 1950 TO 27 JULY 1954: 

OR 

WHO DIED ON 19- -(sft er 30 June 1958) WH IL E SERVING AS A MEMBER OF THE UN ITED 
(Month) (Day) 

ST A TES I N 
(Specify branch of servic e) (Spec ify geoi1raphical Area) 

SEND GOLD ST A R TO : 
(Type or print n a me and address in. both s paces as thi s information i s n ee d e d for record purpose s and s hippin~ purposes ) 

NAME 

NUMBER AND STREET 

CITY , STATE , AND ZIP COD E 

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT 

DD, FORM 
JAN 67 3 

NAME 

NUMBE R AND STREET 

CITY, STATE , AND ZIP CODE 

REPLACES EDITION OF 1 MAR t5 1 , WHICH IS O B SOLETE . 
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DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 
Joseph McNemey Chapter No. 41 

911 ARENA DRIVE 

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08610 

~9 

10 March, 1981 

Mr• Presidents 

Enclosed is an article which I as Commander u~ Joseph McNerney Chapter 41, 

Disabled American Veterans, feel should be brought to your attention. You Mr. --
President are __ !'.~e ~~!Y .!~Y..- ~h!.!:t g9;tp._ i,tar q~ b~ replaced for this woman. Sir, --- . ..,.,, .. ""'"'''"""''" ................ ...,. .. ...,..,,,...,.. 

if you can find the time to look into this matter, we members of the chapter 
- --- ...... ·-----. 

would be very greatful. ~~!. J{_g.r~ma.._i .. past Auxiliary Commander of our chapter - --;,. ______ ., ____ ... __ .. _._, ...... ,~, ~,...,..... 

and a very good friend of all veterans, has lost her husband just a short time 

ago and now this. A very small ' remembrance of her son, this gold ~!,ar, but __ it 
- --··· - ... \ !... 

was all she had to cling to for his memories. Mr. President, I sincerely hope 
---- •.-,--...,. __ ,.._ • ---- •-•-• , .. ,Lo,A .. .. -, .. ,._,...,.., .... 

you can give this matter some of your time and help a grieving woman who has 

some trying times as of late. 

~ u!L)Er 
George Rusnak 111 
Commander 
Chapter 41 D.A.V. 



She~lost sc:n .,, 
..., " to .wQr, ·nuw ri 

her Gold StarJ 
t .., 
~ By DIANA KELLY 1 · 

Staff Writer 

When Mary Korona lost her 20-
year-old son in the Vietnam War, she 
received a Gold Star from the federal 
gdvernment. . .• . 

Fourteen years later, tlle star 1S 

gone, along witll the medallions she 
and her late husband received for 
their ~ork in veterans' or:gant:ations. 

Last moQth, several youths broke 
into her South Broad Street home, 
taking jewelry, iurs and money. 

But the items, valued at much 
more than the star, are insignificant 
to Mrs. Korona. 

What she really wants returned 
are the medallions and the cherished 
star she received after her ·son, 
Albert, died. 

, "You have got to understand about 
Vietnam War mothers. We never got 
anything for our sons who never 
returned. Only that pin," she said 
yesterday. , 

"Our sons never got credit, recog­
nition .. We were heartbroken and the 
gQvernment sent us the Gold Star." 
Although she wore it seldom -
usually to attend Gold Star Mothers 
benefits and meetings - Mrs. Ko­
rona ~aid she'll miss· it like no other 
possession. 

SHE IS EVEN considering writ­
ing President Reagan to ask for a 
duplicate, jf possible. 

Mrs. Korona,· whose husband died 
last year, is president of the · Gold 
Star Mothers of Trenton and second 
vice president of the Gold Star 
Mothers of New Jersey. She is also a 
past state commander. 

The pins that signify those offices 
were also taken in the breakin. 

Gold Star Mothers is a charitable 

Slie lost son to war\ 
now her Gold Star 
I FromC'I 

organization which benefits veter-
. ans' hospitals across the state and 
nation: 

. Mrs. Korona said she was originally 
hopeful that the police would be abfe 
to recover the Gold Star memorabi­
lia. But now she's taking her request 
to the community. 

SHE THEORIZES the burglars 
who broke into her third-story bed­
room gained entry by climbing onto 
the roof of her building and dislodg­
ing the glass pane. She said neigh­
bors saw several youths in the alley 
behind her home discarding ,Posses­
sions as they ran from the scene. 

The Gold Star is placed 0n a purple 
background and has a diamond chip 
at the center, Mrs. Korona said. Her 
name is not ·on it. 
· Also taken .in the robbery were her 

diamond engagement rlng and 13fati-
nuni Wedding ring: . 

"I would ask people to be on the 
look-out for the items," $e said. 

Anyone with informanon should 
contact the Trenton Police Depart-
ment. ' 

Presenrat!on Copy 



r Robber, Victim 
Jwallls --one Thing 

- . 

The · Cold Star 
By RICK STINE 

Staff Writer . 
When .,h~;:- • -ighbor tailed about a week ago and said she . 

saw some teen-agers throwing Jewelry in the alley, all Mary 
Korona was hoping to -find was her gold star. · 

· Korona's 20--year-old son, Albert, was killed in Vietnam on . 
May 18, 1968, and the gold star the Army sent ber was one of fhe . 
last cherished remembrances she had of lier son . 

• Korona, who lives on South Broad ~treet, searched the alley 
between Elm Street and Chestnut A venue but was only able . to 
find a "ripped a,Part' ' pair 'oi cultured peari earrings. · 

" I don't care abeut anything else that was stolen. What's 
important to me is the gold star. That's all that i reaily want 
back;' ' she said last night. 

On Feb. 27, Korona noticed that someone had tampered . 
with several drawers ·in her bedroom while she had· been out. 

t _ " They tried fo · put things back in place but some of them 
weren't where they . belonged. That '.s when 1 realized someone ' 
had broken · into my house,'' Korona rec;:illed. 

- She called police and they showed her how the _burglars hatl 
removed a tl:iiid-.floor. storm window to get in her house. 

- "They .took all my jewelry; including my we.qding ring. 
They also took my mink stole," she said. 

Kor~na s~id the gold star has a dianiopd 'chip in the center 
and 1s attatched to a white ribbon. The-ribbon is decorated with 
pins she received for being past president of the Gold Star 
Mothers and past commander of ~ ±he Disabled Veterans 
Women's Auxiliary. · · ,, 

Anyone with information on the star is asked . to can 
Trenton Police at .989-3900. 

Preservafo opy 



OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Arthur H. Wilson 
National Service Director 
Disabled American Veterans 
807 Maine Ave., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20024 

Dear Mr. Wilson: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 . 

. 16 MAR 1981 

This is in response to your request of February 27, 1981, regarding Armed 
Forces support for the Disabled American Veterans' National Convention, to 
be held in Bal Harbour, Florida, on July 12, 1981. 

As you know, musical and ceremonial support are provided by the Military 
Services at no additional cost to the U.S. Government. A sponsor must be 
prepared to pay the cost of commercial transportation to and from the event, 
and the costs of meals and lodging if necessary. In addition, the Services' 
capability to support your event will depend upon. official military requirements 
and their ability to provide the support requested at the time of the event. 
I have passed your request to the individual Services and asked that any 
unit available to provide support contact you directly to finalize :·participation 
details. 

By providing your request to all the Military Services, we offer you the 
best opportunity for Armed Forces support, but this may also result in 
more than one unit contacting you to participate. If this should occur, we 
ask that you decline the additional offers of support, thus permitting our 
critical assets to be shared more equitably among the American public. 

Please accept my best wishes for a successful event. 

Sincerely, 

ar 
Colonel, U.S. Air Force 

Director for Connnunity Relations 



STAN PEALER 

:hrl0lfAL COMXAmJ•a 

Major General K. c. Bullard 
The Adjutant General 
Florida -Army National Guard 
State Arsenal 

. .., ····.,··- · St. Augustine, FL · . 32084 

Dear General .Bullard: 

May 7, 1981 

The Disabled American Veterans will hold its Annual 
Convention in Miami Beach from July 12 through July 17, 1981. 

As part of our Convention activities we have consistently 
enjoyed uniformed services support. In this regard, I respect­
fully request that the Florida National Guard provide a band for 
our Openi11g Ceremonies. -

. "Through earlier informal coordination, it has been learned 
that the nearest band is the 13th Anny Band located in North 
Miami, Florida and is under your conu:nand. 

I have also been informed that July is an awkward rronth for 
band support. It seems that the only military bands that are not 
committed during that ITOnth are in Georgia and points north which 
place those bands out of the norma l range of support. 

Our desires would be to have your 13th Anny Band provide the 
music for our Opening Ceremonies on Sunday, July 12, 1981. As 
this matter is of the utmost concern to us, may we have your 
response by May 22, 1981. 

The members of the Disabled American Veterans would be 
greatly appreciative of the Florida National Guard support. 

SP:ah 

. . I _ _.-; 
Sincerely, ,, · 

~~L~ 
STAN PEALER 

National Canrnander 

80'1 HAJ:NB Av:BmJE, S. W. WASHL'fGT0K, D. c:;. 20024 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 

DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS 

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 

ADM 

Mr. Stan Pealer 
National Commander 
Disabled American Veterans 
807 Maine Avenue, s. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20024 

Dear Mr. Pealer: 

STATE ARSENAL, ST. AUGUSTINE 
32084 

14 May 1981 

In reply to your letter of 7 May 1981 requesting the Florida National Guard's 
13th Army Band to provide the music for your Opening Ceremonies at your Annual 
Convention in Miami, the following information is furnished. 

The sched~ling of our band is accomplished for the most part six to twelve 
months in advance due to the limited number of dates available for their 
performance. At the time the initial request for the Band was received, 
several weeks ago from Public Affairs, National Guard Bureau in Washington, 
effort was made to schedule your request but it was not possible. 

I sincerely regret we are unable to support your Annual Convention and wish 
you the very best for a successful meeting. 

Sincerely, 

:.L./2~ 
• C. BULLARD 
ajor General, FLARNG 

The Adjutant General 
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OFRCE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301 

~ !(' ' 

REQUEST FOR 

"'1.UC ........ ARMED FORCES PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC EVENTS 

Thia form la uaecl to requ.e•t Armed Fore•• mu■ical ualt. peraonuel and/or exhibit participation In 
public event■• The illformatlon proYided la requ~ to ••al\ate the event. Please complete all 
••ction•. -

Thl• form ahould be aubmltted to the appropriate an1t (He back page) not lH• than 30 uor more t.'sa1> 90 
daya in advauce of a ■cbeduled prosram. Plea•• realise that all Armed Fore•• unit• have apectfic 
military mi••lona and tralnlng requirement■• Participation la public prosram• will only be authorhled · 
wh~ ·•uch ■upport la ba -the beat b1tere■t• of the Departmeet of De!enH a11Cl the Armed Service• a1\d 
doe■ Dot interfere w\tb miaalon or traJt1ln1 program•. ID all c~•e■.-operatlonal commitment• muat. 
ta\te priority -and co~ld preclude a prevlou•ly acheduled appearance at an approved publtc activlty. 

' ,· 
Department of Delea•• policie• require that Armed Force• participation in public event■ will be provided 
at no additional cost to the Covernment. The ■pon■or l■ required to pay. when neceaaary, the ■tandard 
Military Services al-lowance for quart•·r• and meala for all Armed Force■ participants and !or other 
•ervicu whic;h have. been determined ln advance by the ·Milltary ~ervice• and agreed to by the spc,naor. 
Transportation and meal coats are not usually incurred when . ■upport is provided lrom a locd military 
installatinn. However. circumstance■ naay dictate that r eimbursement for any or all o! these costs 
may be necesaary. All coats. are bind ins alter a unit, personnel. or exhibit have a rr ived at an event 
alte, even though weather condition■ or other unforeaeen circumstances force the event to be cancelled •. 

Armed Forces ' inusical units are organized !or ceremonial and traditional purposes and to aupport 
recruiti11g activitie■• However, they mlly be authorised to provide certain specilied pre11entatipns, 
such as patriotic ceremonie•• for p·ublic programs. .Armed Force• mualcal organizations are not 
permitted to provide entertainment. background, dinner. dance or other ■ oc:ial music: at public o r 
private event• in competition w.lth th• customary or regular employment oC lqcal c:ivillan muaiciana. 

SECTION A: GENERAL 

1. Sponsoring Organization: ---------------------------------
DISABLED AMERI CAN VETERANS 

z. Event: 
NATIONAL CONVENTION 

3. Town or City: BAL HARBOUR, State: FL -~-----------------------
Site: 

____________________ .;.__;._,. ___________________ _ Sheraton-Bal Harbour . Hotel 

4 _ Date: Sunday, July 12, 1981 Time: 8: 00 a.rn. -----------------------------



This request is for: (State what Armed Fo:rc:ca walta. penonn•l• exhibit•• etc:.• are 
dealred. Include •pecUlc MWtary Service whore appropriate.) 

Military Band 

To Proviae: (St~t• -what th. ab.ove unita/pez•onDele etc:.• are to do at tho eveDt) 

Several musical ·selections for Memorial Service and 

Opening Ceremonies~ 

Purpoae: (State why Armed-Force• participation ia dealrecl !or the oyenl) 

• Uae additional sheets if necessary 

2 
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.\ SECTION B: PROGRAM 

L Purpoae of this event: Annual National Convention of the Disabled American 

Veterans 

L la the event a broadly-baaed community oc:caaiOA? 

. .. \ 

Does the event ha~e -the o!ficld ~ckmsof ti.. Mayor? 

b. , Will admiuion. · aeating, and all other acc:ommodatlODs and facilities 
connected with this event be available to all persons in the community 
without regard to r~ce.- creed, color, ••x. or :natioul c,risin? 

3. What is the expected attendance for the event? 

Yes 

,.Yes 

2,000\, 

4. Admission Charge: $ 0 ---------------- Charge for parking: $ _______ _ 

a. Charge_ for seating (it not included in admission charge): .$ 0 ---------------
II. Ia the event used to pr-omote funds for any purpose? No 

c. Disposition of pro!its whic:h may accrue: ------------------------,---

S. Is the event considered a nation.al or international program, or because of its 
nature, could it be expected to bring national news media covernge? 

a. Please specify that portion of. the event which might attract media attention: 

6. Will the sponsor consult with local military service recruiter• and provide 
support, at no charge, for military recruiting ac\ivities at the site o! th«: event? 

Yes 

Opening 
Session 

7. Ha"• the Armed Forces supported the event before? Y_e_s ______ Wben? 

Previous National 
Conventions 

What support was provided? 
Military Bands 

! 
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SECTION C: SITE 

L The alt• of &ho event la: 

Military lnatallatlon or property 
belona:ing to a local. State. or 
Federal Government: 

G:J 

c:::J 

Outdoor.: 

Property belons{ng to 
private or commercial 
lnt•r••ta: 

c:::J 

c:::J 

2. E'!'act locaticm of the si~_of.the ~~e~t: · .Sheraton-~l . ...:Ha:rbour. Hotel, Bal Harbour, FL 

·· . ....... . 

l. ~YP• ol electric current available: • 110v. - /--"7 or Z?Ov: / / Ampa: ------

4. I! ar·mudcal unit la J'otquested, b there a Bandstand?/ / ------- Staga? ;.I __ / 

Will chairs be pro,·ided? ___ Y_E_S ________ _ 

. S, -~ an ex!libit is HquHted: 
1 

•• . Area available for exhibit· is feet lon1 and · ----- ----- feet wide. 

b. Can a forklift. C-Z wrecker and/or -crane be made available for handling exhibit? 

cl. Indoor a: 

Type of surface (sod. pa,·ed. gravel, etc.): ----------------

Obstructions to hinder unloading (curbs, wires, etc.). ___________ _ 

Coiling height: _______________ _ 

Type of floor: _________________ _ 

Floor Loading Capacity: ___________ _ 

Size of doorway through which exhib.it 
can be brought into the building: _____ ft high x ___ ...;ft wide 

Size and load limits ol freight ele,,atora 
U even& is on• other than ground floor: _____ n high x _ _.:. __ ft wide 

x _____ ft deep. Load limit ____ lbs 
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SECTION D: SUPPORT 

Please indicate. by answering "yea" or "no"• if the sponsor is 
prepared to provide the fc;,llowing support inci,dental to Armed 
Forces participation in the event: / 

i . . . 
L . U required. the. standard Military Services allowance fo:r 

quarters and meals for all .,rmed Force• partici~~• 

·. ($ZS. 00 p•tr•~n/per_ day): . . ; 

Z. If required~ transportation. meala and hotel accommoa.atl011 
costJ for repzi~sentatives of the req,Ma&ad wa1& to vial&~ 

site prior to ~ event: • . . : .- . 

3. If required. trat:isportation cos.ts from home ■tatioa to tho 
event and return for all participants: 

I 
1 

4. . If req\:ired. tranisportation costs for all participants while 
at the site of the event: 

s. 
~. _;'-':: I 

Telephone facilities for necessary official c·ommunications 
at the 3ite of the· event: 

6. Security for personnel and equipment (to include crowd 
control) at the ~:te ?-uring the ~Jttire· event: 

I 

7. Police escort through congested areas for vehicles and 
exhibits: 

8. Electric power, necessary services for connections and 
other required utilities at the site of the event: 

9. Space for parking official vehicles tran.porting participant■ 
and related equipment: 

5 
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SECTION E: SPONSOR 

. . 
L , Does the aponsoring organizatiOD specifically exclude any pe-raon from its 

memberahip or practice any form of discrimination iD ita function baaed on 
race. creed. color. or n.ational origin? NO 

z. ... Pleaae check the appropria.te block to define the eponsorma organization: 
/ . 

c=J Prof•••i.oaal. Trad... c:::::J Civic r:::::::::J Pl&l»Uc Educatl- or Y OIICh . 
or Labor 

t:=::J Charltal,le :·c::::::, Com-rcial-o~ Bu~S-■is ' · · 
C=:J Federal, Sule, OI'· 

. . Local Cicwel'afflltllC . t:::=J Jlelipoas c:==:i Political . ' : 

___, i.· :.. / 
.. · '----1 ~ . 

cr:J Vct•r~n•• tnW&ary•eel'Vlc .. 
. i-elated. or !~rJ' th■Teot ... 

:>·. -·::,·. -._,.;-... ,-_. /~- _...;. ·, ;;.....;., • ....;._ 

3- ~•or'• Representative: (Awthonsad to complete uraaasmnta for AYIMII Fore•• partlclpad.Oft 
at CM .-1111 and reapoa.ible for nlmlnarain1 th. Treaauzei- of the 
Va.!t-4- StatH for accrue1! C11peDae■ when recpuccL ) 

. Arthur H.; :Wilson, Nationai Se~ice DirecJor, Disabled 
Name: · · I 

American Veterans I 
I 

Addre■e: 807 Maine Ave~, SW City. Stat.; _:Washington, DC 

.Poaitioawlth aponaoriDg orpmution: National Service I;)irector 

Telephone: Office: ( 202) __ ; _5_5_4_-_3_5_0_1 ___ _ HC!DJe: (30_1) i 262-7014 

.. 
. . ~ . . . \ . . 

~ Name or any Armed Forces represent;itive or government official w~th whom you have _discussed 
po••ible participation: · ' 

. 
\ 

CERTIFICATION 

I certify that the information provided herein i s complete and cor~ect to the best of my 
'knowledge and belie!. I understand that representatives or the Military Scrvic:es· will 
contac:l me to _discuss arrangement1;1 and costs involved prior to final c~mmitmcnts. 

February _27_ ·,-~_1981 Date: Sl3oature: --------------- ------------------
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
RETURN THIS FORM TO: 

Uthe event 1a to be held in the National 
Capital Area: 

The Director for Community Relations 
OASD(PA) 
Rm lE-790. The Pentagon 
Washington, D, C. , 20301 

Uthe event ls to be held elsewhere ln the 
United States: 

Headqua::-tera of fhe appropriate 
Military Service ln Washington D. C . 
(oee title & address In £act aheet) 

OR . _. 

The Commander q( the nearest 
Military- Installation to the event 

.. 

• 0 



\ THE WHITE HOUSE 

_) WASHINGTON 

Secretary Caspar Weinberger 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Secretary Weinberger: 

June 22, 1981 

Enclosed is a request from Mr. Norman B. Hartnett of 
the Disabled American Veterans for an Armed Services Band 
at their annual convention, on July 12 in Miami. 

The Disabled American Veterans is the third largest 
veterans group in the country. If it can be arranged, 
I hope you can provide what they ask. 

I hope that this won't be the first DAV convention without 
an Armed Services Band. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 



NATIONAL SERVICE and LEGISLATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
807 MAINE AVENUE, S.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 

(202) 554-3501 

June 15, 1981 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant for Public Liaison 
Old Executive Office Building, Rm. 191 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

This will supplement our recent conversation concerning the 
participation of an Armed Services Band at our National Conven­
tion to be held in Miami, Florida, July 12-16, 1981. 

The Department of Defense has traditionally provided, at 
government expense, the DAV with this type of support at all 
previous National Conventions, including our Miami Convention in 
1976. In February 1981 we formally requested the Office of the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense to provide a military band for our 
Convention (copy attached). This request .was acknowledged on 
March 16, 1981 (copy attached). 

It was brought to our attention, during the first week of May 
1981, that military bands were not available for the date 
requested, July 12, 1981. As a result and at the suggestion of 
the Department of Defense, the Florida Army National Guard was 
formally requested to support our Convention (copy attached). 
This request was denied on May 14, 1981 (copy attached). 

Since that time we have been attempting to resolve this 
situation through informal contacts at the Department of Defense. 
Most recently the Office of Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Public Affairs has advised us that the only alternative would be 
to fly a band to Miami and all expenses incurred would be the 
responsibility of the Disabled American Veterans. 

This suggestion is not acceptable to us in view of past par­
ticipation of military units at our National Conventions. We 
believe the military should not be reluctant to provide support 
to an organization whose membership is composed solely of this 
nation's service-connected disabled veterans. 



Mr. Morton Blackwell 
June 15, 1981 
Page 2 

Following your review of the attached information, we are 
requesting your intervention to assist us in securing a military 
band for our Convention, specifically for Sunday, July 12, 1981 
from 7:30 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. and 1:15 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

In view of time constraints, expeditious action would cer­
tainly be appreciated. 

Sincerely, d-
~~ 

National Director of Services 

NBH:W:ah 

/ 
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The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 
NATIONAL SERVICE & LEGISLATIVE HEADQUARTERS 

807 MAINE AVENUE, S.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 

March 6, 1981 

20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

On behalf of the 683,000 members ~ the Disabled American 
Veterans I extend a cordi ~l invit ion to you to attend the 
National Convention of th isabled American Vet and 

"r.A~xiliary, July 12-16, 1981 in. Ba 

We would be pleased if you could address the 4,000 
delegates and guests at the Joint Opening Session on Sunday 

--a fternoon , July 12. However, if that date and time are 
inconvenient, appropriate accommodations may be made to 
adjust to your schedule. 

Our members all of whom are service-connected disabled 
veterans -- will be extremely interested in your remarks 
about the future of veterans' benefits and programs administered 

federal agencies such as the Veterans Administration, 
Depar tment of Labor, Social Security Administration and the 
Office of Personnel Management. They will be particularly 
--±nterested in any remarks you may make about the VA medical 
_£are system especially as to its fund ing and staffing levels. 

The men and women of the Disabled American Veterans and 
i ts Auxiliary will be honored by your presence at our National 
Conv ention. 

Sincerely, 

i~AL~ 
National Commander 

SP:bc 
./ 

cc: Elizabeth Dole 
Special Assistant to the 

President Public Liaison 



THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 27 , 1983 

Tvlr . Thomas F. r1arker : 
,Junior Vice Commander 
Chapter 6 4 
Gloucester County , N. J . 
Disabled American Veterans 
P.O . Box 61 
Deptford , NJ 0809 6 

Dear t-1r. Marker : 

On behalf of the President , I am responding to your 
letter of t1ay 2 , 1983 . 

The President is a very strong supporter of the national 
defense and of veterans . During the period you dis -
cuss , he attended a memorial ceremony at National 
Cathedral . Fe held a ceremony awarding the Medal of 
Freedom to the founder of Veteran ' s Day. This White 
House ceremony was attended by leaders of the majo r 
veteran ' s organizations , including many Vietnam veterans . 

The President does have the concerns and interests of vet­
erans close to his heart . It is my hope that when you 
make lists , you will add his name to the list of those 
who are always present in spirit , even when they cannot 
be present in person . 

Sincerely , 

Morton C . Blackwell 
Special Assistant t o the President 

for Public Liaison 
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