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January 18, 1983

I appreciate the opportunity to extend my
congratulations on the grand opening and dedi~
cation ceremonies for the new headquarters
building of the Paralyzed Veterans of America.

The completion of this building is a proud
achievement for your organization, which is
devoted to the fulfillment of human aspiraticns
and goals. Over the years you have provided
service, assistance, education, and inspiration
to the physically impair 1. 1In the plannir

and construction of this building, you have
been sensitive to the needs of your members.
You have set a fine example of barrier-free
access.

You have my best wishes for continued success
in t¢ important work you do and, again, con-
gratulations on this special day.

Sent To:
Ms. Jody Crawford
Paralyzed Veterans of America

801 88th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Encl. 8x10 glossy photo

(Call when signed to have picked up: 872-1300.)

--.:Livingston:- : ’
cc: K.Osborne/D.Livingston/M.Rawlins (FYI) .Blackwedl (FYI)/CF
DUE: ASAP EVENT: FEB. 9

Draft info: ation provided by VA.







EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND JDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

AUG 13 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Enrolled Resolution S.J. Res. 123 - National Disabled

Veterans Week
Sponsor - Sen. Hayakawa (R) California and 41 others

Last Day for Action

August 21, 1982 - Saturday

Purgose

Authorizes and regquests the President to de: "gnate the week of
November 7, 1982, as "National Disabled Veterans Week".

Aggncy Recomendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval
Veterans Administration Approval

Disrnssion

S.J. Res. 123 authorizes and requests you to issue a proclamat »>n
designating the week of November 7, 1982, as "National Disabled
Veterans Week", and calling upon Government agencie¢ at the
Federal, State, and local levels and the people of the United
States to observe the week with appropriate programs, ceremonies,
and activities. It was passed by voice vote in both the House
and the Senate.

The resolution notes that ther are 2.3 million veterans with
disabilities resulting from their service in the United States
Armed Forces. This legislation is intendéd to give recognition
to the contributions that these disabled veterans have made to
B i Ty ) T . ’ s !

. » r

1 _ _ _ is collectively so
deserving of special recognition as the men and women disabled in
America“s defense.



An appropriate proclamation will be drafted and forwarded to
White House for issuance in a timely manner.

Enclosures

(Signed) James M. Frey

Assistant Director for
Legislative Reference

the



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 17, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR ELIZABETH H. DOLE

THRU?Y DIANA LOZANO
FROM: MORTON C. BLACKWELL %
SUBJECT: Staffing Memorandum - Proclamation on

National Disabled Veterans Week

I have cleared the wording of the referenced proclamation
through the veterans organizations concerned. The Paralyzed
Vet :ans of America like the wording and offered their
congratulations to this Administration for getting the
proclamation out in advance of the event which, according

to them, has not happened in previous administrations.

Disabled American Veterans objects to the wording the second
paragraph which refers to "lessened future contributions to
our society" since rehabilitation to be a contributor to our
society is one of their main aims.

There is a misspelled word in the middle of the next to the
last paragraph which we have corrected on the draft. See
attached.

-






Jul }, 1982

Dear Mr. hoodzant:

I have been asked to thank you, on behalf of the President,
for the coréial invitation you extended to him to attend and
address the National Convention of the Disabled American
Veterans and Auxiliary which is being held in Las Vegas,
July 18-22,

Yocur invitaticon has been carried forward and carefully con-
sidered as the President's calendar for July was under
advisement. It now is certain, however, that, in view of
the develcpments in his schedule, it will not be possible
for him to join you. The President does plan to send a
perscnal message to your convention, though, and this will
come to you no later than July 18,

with the President's best wishes to you,

Sincerely,

Frederick J. Ryan, Jr.

Deputy Director

Presidential Appointments
and Scheduling

Hr..Sheymgn A. goodzant
807 Malne Avenue, S.W. :
Washington, D.C. 20024 /////////
FJR/MHR/las --

cc: w/inc to "-die Livingston for message

cc: (§E§§é1e Shortley,) Mr. Blackwell's office - FYI




DAY

Jur 23, 1982

Dear Mr. hoodzant:

I heve been asked to thank you, on behalf of the President,
for the cordial invitation you extended to him to attend angd
address the MNational Convention of the Disabled American
Veterans and Auxiliary which is bkeing held in Las Vegas,
July 18-22,

Ycur invitation has been carried forward and carefully con-
sidered as the President's calendar for July was under
advisement. It now 18 certain, however, that, in view of
the deveclcpments in his schedule, it will not be possible
for him to join you. The Presicdent does plan to send a
perscnal message to your convention, though, and this will
come to you no later than July 18,

With the President's best wishes to you,

Sincerely,

Frederick J. Ryan, Jr.

Deputy Directer

Presidential Appointrents
and Scheduling

¥Mr. Sherman A. Roodzant
National Cormander

We aington, D.C. 20024

FJR/MHR/las --
cc: w/inc to Dodie Livingston for message
cc: i ~ley, Mr. Blackwell's office - FYI









-2 -

A ‘cond legislative proposal would discontinue current
payments of additional compensation that are now provided to
severely disabled service-connected veterans who cannot work
because of their service-connectec disabilities and who are also
in receipt of any other federal benefit by reason of disability
or retirement. Such other federal benefits would include:
soci | :curity payments (both SSDI and OASI), black 1lung,
railroad retirement, civil service retirement, etc. (Present law
does preclude concurrent receipt of VA disability compensation
benefits and military retirement pay.)

There are presently some 113,000 veterans determined to be
totally disabled and mable to engage in gainful employment by
virtue of their service-connected disabilities. The Fiscal Year
1984 "savings" associated with this proposal is $282.5 million
(the statutory change would be made this year, with an effective
date of 10/1/83).

An example of this proposal's impact follows:

A service-connected wartime disabled veteran has the
following disabilities: 60% for an above the knee
amputation of the right leg, 30% for resi 1als of a
gunshot wound to the remaining leg, and 40% for resid-
vals of a gunshot wound to the pleural cavity of the
chest~-a combined 90% rating. He has been determined
"unemployable” because of his service-connected
disabilities and he therefore receives from the VA

a total unemployability rating. Assuming he is married
and has no depender children, his VA check is pre-
sently $1,254 per 1 1i1th. This veteran also receives
$324 per month in OASI payments. The Administration
proposal would require that $324 be eliminated from
his monthly va disability compensation cueck.

Should totally disabled service-connected vet rans, indeed
should any veteran, be required to forego earned social security
entitlement?

AAminietratinn witneaasae will cehnrtlv he defendina the VA

moral
propriety of the above legislative proposals. Additionally, this
organization intends to immediately commence a nationwide "grass
roots" campaign aimed at informing our national membership and
the general public of these legislative proposals.



Admitting tbt very parochial interest that the Disabled
American V .erans has in this issue, and not (here) attemy ing to
¢ . forth our opposing arguments, my qué tion > you is: Are you
¢ | the President aware of this aspect of the VA Budget [ |[uest
and do you, after a realistic assessment of all factors, believe
that these proposals should be retained in the Administration's
Budget Request?

I am reminded of recent Administration "problems" associated
with the issue of tax exemptions for private educational
institutions and, quite simply, I am suggesting to you tI : this
could prove to be an analogous situation.

May I close by saying that I have att ipted to be frank and
forthright in this letter and I trust that it has been received
in that vein. I also hope that the subjects discussed will be
given more than cursory attention and I would deeply appreciate
being apprised of your views.

L4 —— ~

Sincerely youps,
1L 4L

OHN F. HEI. AN

Na Al Legislative Director

JFH: ah



’

ublican
National
Committee

July 31, 1981

Mrs. Elizabeth Dole
.The White House
Washington, D, C.

Dear Mrs. Dole:

I thought you might be interest 1 in seeing the
attached. It repres 1ts a favorable acceptance

by one major constituency =-- veterans -- of the
President's budget cuts. The respons is made

all the more favorable in light of the fact that the
Disabled American Veterans tends to be one of the
more vocal critics of most Administrations.

CamrmmnanraTer

Director
Coalition Division

AB:mw

enclosure

D. Eisenhower Republican Center: 310 First Street Southeast. Washinaton, D.C. 20003. (¢ ) 484-6500.

























THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Dear Mr. Heilman:

Attached in the autographed photo
you requested.

If we can be of any further
assistance, just let us know.

Cordially,

Manieblo

'Maiselle Shortley
Confidential Assistant
to Morton Blackwell




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

TO: Loesje Edwards
FROM: Maiselle Shortley x 2657

Please have the attached photo authographed
with the President's signature. Just give
a call when it is ready and I will come
down and pick it up. Thanks for your

help










NAME

NO.






May 6, 1981
MEMORANDUM FOR: Morton Blackwell

FROM: Gary Bauer

Re: Disabled American Veteran Opposition To Budget Cuts

As I am sure you are aware, the Disabled American Veterans
(DAV) has been strongly opposing cutbacks in the Reagan budget par-
ticularly in the area of hospital closings. A recent edition of tl ir
monthly magazine pictured a crippled vet sitting in a wheelchair read-
ing a newspaper with headlines about the cuts. The issue was filled
with critical stories.

I today had lunch with an employee of DAV who would rather
remain nameless. He works in their HQ and thus observe the situation there
firsthand. He said that after that issue was received by the DAV members
the national HQ received an avalanche of critical mail from veterans
saying they supported the cuts in the budget even if it meant some of
their programs would be hurt. Many threatened to drop their membership
in DAV if the organization persisted in opposing the Reagan program.

So vehement was the reaction that DAV decided to cancel a major mailing
that was scheduled to go out to the entire membership to raise funds.

The above information is FYI only in the event you ¢ 2 de ling
with the DAV leadership in the weeks ahead.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 21, 1981

George Rusnak III
Commandexr

Chapter 41 D.A.V.
911 Arena Drive
Trenton, NJ 08610

Dear Commander Rusnak,

The President has requested that I send you this form
for Mrs. Korona to replace her gold star. The President
and our office of public liaison for veterans affairs are
very sorry that such tragic events have occurred in Mrs.
Korona's life. We thank you for your letter and your
interest. If we can be of any further help, please do not

hesitate to contact us.
Sincerely,

DA S
25 Q,?(k _

Morton C. Blackwell
Svecial Assistant to the















OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 .

16 MAR 1981

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Mr. Arthur H. Wilson
National Service Director
Disabled American Veterans
807 Maine Ave., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20024

Dear Mr. Wilson:

This is in response to your request of February 27, 1981, regarding Armed
Forces support for the Disabled American Veterans' National Convention, to
be held in Bal Harbour, Florida, on July 12, 1981.

As you know, musical and ceremonial support are provided by the Military
Services at no additional cost to the U.S. Government. A sponsor must be
prepared to pay the cost of commercial transportation to and from the event,
the costs of meals and lodging if necessary. . addition, the Services'

capability to support your event will depend upon official military requirements

id their ability to provide the support requested at the time of the event.
I have passed your request to the individual Services and asked that any
unit available to provide support contact you directly to finalize participation
details.

By providing your request to all the Military Services, we offer you the
best opportunity for Armed Forces support, but this may also result in

more than one unit contacting you to participate. If this should occur, we
ask that you decline the additional offers of support, thus permitting our
critical assets to be shared more equitably among the American public.

Please accept my best wishes for a successful event.

Sincerely,

enn
Ce , U, : For
Director for Community Re :ions






STATE OF FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL

STATE ARSENAL, ST. AUGUSTINE
32084

ADM . 14 May 1981

Mr. Stan Pealer

National Cc ander
Disabled American Vet \ns
807 Maine Avenue, S. W.
Washington, D. C. 20024

Dear ~ , Pealer:

In reply to your letter of 7 May 1981 requesting the Florida National Guard's
13th Army Band to provide the music for your Opening Ceremonies at your Annual
Convention in Miami, the following information is furnished.

The scheduling of our band is accomplished for the most part six to twelve
nths in advance due to the limited number of dates available for their
r: mance. At the time the initial request for the Band was received,
several weeks ago from Public Affairs, National Guard Bureau in Washington,
effort was made to schedule your 1 1t but it was not possible.

I sincerely regret we are unable to support your Annual Convention and wish
you the very best for a successful meeting.

Sincerely,

K. C BULLARD
Major General, FLARNG
The Adjutant General












2,

3.

SECTION C: SITE

The site of the event is: Indc s l - 1 . O Y l ,*
Military installat or property ' Property belonging to
belonging to a local, State, or private or commercial
Federal Goverament: l . 7 interests:

Exact location of the siﬁ_ of the evest: Sheraton-B_al_; Harbour Hotel, Bal Harbour , FL

‘l:,ypo of electric current available: 0 V[ RV IN | ] or 220w [ / Amps:
If 'musical unit is requested, is there a Bandstand? / | / Stage? / /
Will chairs be provided? _  1ES o

If an exhil is requested
b

a, Area available for exhibit is feet long and - feet wide,

b. Can a forklift, C-2 wrecker and/or crane be made available for handling exhibit?

¢. Outdoors: Type of surface (sod, paved, gravel, etc.):

Obstructions to hinder unloading (curbs, wires, ete. )

d. doora: Ceiling height-

Type of floox:

Floor Lbading Capacity:

ft high x ft wide

Size and load limits of freight elevators
if event is on.other than ground floor: ft high x . ft wide

ft deep. Load limit ibs

v —— e



£TCTION D:_SUPPORT

Please indicate, by answering "yes'" or '"no", if the spénsor is
prepared to provide the following sup irt incidental to Armed
Forces participation in the event :

If required, t! s dard Mﬂi:ari Services allowance for
quarters and meals for "~ Armed Forces ticipants

- ($25. 00 por\iorlon/pc{day):

. If required, transportauon. meals an:l hotel accommodatlon

costs for represc atives  the requested: " to vhitthc
site prior to the event: :

If required, transportation costs from home station to the
event and return for all participants:

If required, tran‘sportation costs for all participants while
at the site of the event:

Telep'hone facilities for necessary official communications
at the site of the event:

Security for personnel and equipment (to include crowd

control) at the site dur ;the extire event
. !, .

Police escort through congested areas for vehicles and
exhibits: :

i
Electric power, necessary services for connections a
other required utili ~ s at the site of the evs

Space for parking official vehicles traxuportmg participants
and related egquipment: .

YES

YES

YES

YES







THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 22, 1981

Secretary Caspar Weinberger
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense
Washington, D.C.

Dear Secretary Weinberger:

Enclosed is a request from Mr. Norman B. Hartr :tt of
the Disabled American Veterans for an Armed Services Band
at their annual convention, on July 12 in Miami.

The Disabled American Veterans is the third largest
veterans group in the country. 1If it can be arranged,
I hope you can provide what they ask.

I hope that this won't be the first DAV convention without
an Armed Services Band.

Thank you for your assistance.

ot ey
Morton C. Blackwell
Special Assistant to the President






Mr. Morton Blackwell
June 15, 1981
Page 2

Following your review of the attached information, we are
requesting your intervention to assist us in securing a military
band for our Convention, specifically for Sunday, July 12, 1981
from 7:30 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. and 1:15 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.

In view of time constraints, expeditious action would cer-
tainly be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Co D lbide,

)
No/I{b(AN B. HARTNETT
National Director of Services

NBH:W: ah






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
June 27, 1983

Mr. Thomas F. Marker :
Junior Vice Commander
Chapter 64

Gloucester County, N.J,
Disabled American Veterans
P.O. Box 61

Deptford, NJ 08096

Dear Mr. Marker:

On behalf of the President, I am respondina to vyour
letter of May 2, 1983,

The President is a very strona supporter of the national
defense and of veterans. Durinag the veriod you dis-~

cuss, he attended a memorial ceremony at National
Cathedral. Fe held a ceremony awarding the Medal of
FPreedom to the founder of Veteran's Day. This White
House ceremony was attended by leaders of the major
veteran's organizations, including many Vietnam veterans.

The President does have the concerns and interests of vet-
erans close to his heart. It is my hope that when vou
make lists, vou will add his name to the list of those

who are always vresent in spirit, even when they cannot

be present in person,

Sincerely,

P~ . /
. N ’ B
[ D TN . ¢ LT

Morton C. Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison











