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MEMORAND UM 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

THE WHITE HO U SE 

W AS HI NGTON 

October 9,1981 

Elizabeth H. Dole 

Morton C. Blackwell~ 

Additional Support on AWACS 

Attached are two concrete examples, from the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and the Non Commissioned Officers Association, of results 
from our AWACS brie fing on October 6. --

General Milnor Roberts has asked for a list of all the attendees 
at that briefing. He intends to work with them in the time 
available to convince the Senate to approve the sale. You may 
remember that General Robert's organization, the Reserve Officers 
Association was the first of t~e military and veterans organizations 
to take a leadership role on behalf of the AWACS sale. 



NATIONAL CAPITAL OFFICE 

NON COMIIISSIONED OFFIUERS ASSOCIATION of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
STRENGTH IN UNITY 

110 Maryland Ave., N.E., Suite 304 
Box 43 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

October 8, 1981 

Dear Senator: 

Telephone (202) 546-7891 
546-7892 

The Non Commissioned Officers Association of the USA (NCOA), representing 
more than 250,000 members, is convinced that the sale of the AWACS 
(Airborne Warning and Control Systems) aircraft is in the best interest 
of national defense. 

The Association has been reluctant to give its undivided support to the 
sale because it shared some of the concerns expresse d by many members of 
the Senate and House. However, recent developments, coupled with the 
situation existing in the Middle East since 1978, have overshadowed the 
controve rsy demonstrating the need to move forward on the sale. 

The United States has realigned its forces to provide ·permanent defense 
capability in that st rategic area. It is imperative that we have full 
and equal participa ion with the Saudis in our efforts to maintain secu­
rity in the region and, at the sam~ time, recognize Saudi Arabian ~vereign 
interest in their own ·defense as we~ have done for the Israelis. 

The Association believes the President is offering the proper so l t•t ion by 
providing the Saudis with their own defense capability- one that insures 
U.S. presence for some years yet to come. This can be done without jeop­
ardizing the security of the State of Israel. Most importantly, it wi 11 
offer the United States prepositioned facilities, equipment and weaporis 
systems in the event our interests are openly threatened requiring the 
interdiction of U.S. Forces. · 

The Association urges your favorable consideration of the sale and extends 
appreciation for your commitment to an adequate defense of the United 
States and its vital interests abroad. 

Sincerely, 

~~::~~o' \/'-

d.-'-

Nationa l Legislative Direc t or 

International Headquarters 
NCO ASSOC/A TION 

P.O. Box 33610 
San Antonio, Texas 78233 

I.fi t? J R.fi.?-fi1n1 



Washington Memorial Building 
'lelephone Veterans of Foreign Wars of the US. . 

202-543-2239 200 Maryland Avenue, NE., Washington, DC. 20002 

"THE VOICE OF TWO AND ONE HALF MILLION MEN AND WOMEN OF THE V.FW AND ITS AlJXILillY" 

FOR RELEASE: 

IMMEDIATELY 
(7 OCTOBER 1981) 

VFW TJiP,.MS AWACs SALE A "POLICY IMPERATIVE" 

WASHINGTON, D. C. -- "Following the shocking, brutal assassination of President Sadat 

it should be as clear to the 97th U. S. Congress,as it is to us,that a body of 535 

individuals is spectacularly ill-equipped to 'fine-tune' American foreign policy 

initiatives in a turbulent and unpredictable world. 

"I now describe the AWACs sale, which I earlier supported on a narrower basis, 

as a policy imperative and I urge the Congress to approve it promptly and by a generous 

margin." 

Arthur Fellwock, VFW National Commander, continued by citing the following factors 

as adding up to a policy imperative on AWACs: 

"(a) · the clear need to extend clear support to a moderate Arab regime--Saudi 

Arabia--in the wake of the loss of Anwar el-Sadat, our best Arab friend; 

"(b) the ungrudging support for the AWACs sale by all three living ex-Presidents, 

all six living ex-Secretaries of Defense, all five living ex-Presidential Nat i onal 

Security advisors, two former Secretaries of State, and all three living former 

Chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff shows the wide, bi-partisan support for this 

national security initiative; and, finally 

"(c) a short two days before his death, President Sadat warned of a Libyan plan 

to invade the Sudan as part of a larger Soviet scheme to control the oil-rich Middle 

East . President Sadat termed the 36,500 Communist Bloc troops in Libya and Ethiopia 



PAGE 2. 

a Soviet 'Rapid Deployment Force' in place for use in· the Persian Gulf, North Africa 

or the Horn of Africa. 

"Surely," Mr. Fellwock concluded, "this is no time for America to wobble or falter 

as we seek to build an area-wide strategic consensus to halt further Soviet encroachment. 

"The AWACs sale was important before President Sadat's passing; it is an inescapable 

strategic necessity today." 

-30-



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHI TE HO USE 

W AS HI NGTON 

October 9, 1981 

Max Friedersdorf 

Morton C • Blackwell ~ 
TO: 

FROM: 

Attached is a letter from the International Secretary of the 
Non Commissioned Officers Association, which was very active 
in supporting this pay bill in Congress. They request a letter 
from the President and apen which they want to frame for their 
headquarters. Their draft of a proposed letter is attached 
also. I would appreciate it if you could accomoda te their 
request. Attached also is their strong letter to all Senators 
urging their support of the AWACS sale. 



NATIONAL CAPITAL OFFICE 

~ :;ft~~-~ NON COIUIISSIONED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of the UNITED S'f ATES 011 AMERICA 
- V •.~, ., y ·J·-sTRENGTH IN UNITY ____ , _ ______ _ 

, _ _j :: · }\ _ 
, • ·, . .-t 
i .. ,,,L,,,,,;:;,-,,t 110 Maryland Ave., N. E., Suite 304 

Box 43 
Washington , D.C. 20002 

October 8, 1981 

The Honorable Morton Blackwell 
Office of Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Morton: 

Telephone (202) 546-789 1 
546-7892 

This letter is a follow-up to your conversation of Oct. 6 with "Mack" 
McKinney concerning The Armed Forces Pay Act of 1981 which was passed 
by the House and Senate on October 7. It wi 11 be in the hands of the 
President for his signature, perhaps, by the time you receive this 
request. 

The Association was very active in supporting the pay bill and used its 
full reso~rces to gain favorable consideration in Congress. As Senator 
Exon wrote to NCOA in a -recent letter: "Having the weight · of NCOA behind 
an important piece of legislation such as this is indeed a most helpful 
endorsement." 

Additionally, many of the arguments offered by the Association to the 
House and Senate were presented on the floor to gain acceptance of the 
bi 11. 

In this light, the Association wi ll be honored if the President would 
recognize the efforts of NCOA by addressing a letter to its president, 
Normand M. Gonsauls, and enclosing a pen which is symbolic of attesting · 
his signature to _the Act. The letter and pen will be framed and su i t­
ably displayed in the Association's International Headquarters in San 
Antonio, Texas. 

A suggested letter for the President's signature i s attached for your 
consideration. Mack has taken a few days off asking that I get this 
letter off to you during his absence. 

With warmest regards and gratitude for your contin ual interest in behalf 
of the Ass oci a tion a nd it s memb e r s hip, I am, 

SiclJ_ 
Charles R. Jackson 
International Secretary 

Enc 1 ; 
International Headquarters 
NCO ASSOC/A TION 

P.O. Box 33610 
San An tonio, Texas 78233 

f h1'J I l':h? t::1/::1 



SUGGESTED LETTER 

Mr. Normand M. Gonsauls 
President 
Non Commissioned Officers Association of the USA 
P.O. Box 33610 
San Antonio, TX 78233 

Dear Mr. Gonsauls: 

I am delighted that I have this opportunity to commend the Non 
Commissioned Officers Association of the USA (NCOA) for its 
efforts in behalf of the Armed· Forces Pay Act of 1981. The new 
pay structure signed into law by me this date will do much to 
bring about a fairer pay comparability for the active, reserve 
and guard members of the U.S. armed forces and alleviate some of 
the pay compression suffered over the years by noncommissioned 
and petty officers. 

The Act also will give the military departments greater incentives 
to work for increased recruitment and retention rates for the 
.All Volunteer Force. I am, of course, dedicated to the AVF and 
will continue to work toward its complete success. I am pleased 
that the Non Commissioned Officers Association of the USA (NCOA) 
joins me in achieving this goal. 

Enclosed is a Presidential pen commemorating my signing of the 
legislation. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Reagan 



. .. 
NATIONAL CAPITAL OFFICE 

NON COMMISSIONED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of the UNITED STATES OF AMERIVA 
STRENGTH IN UNITY 

110 Maryland Ave., N.E., Suite 304 
Box 43 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

October 8, 1981 

Dear Senator: 

Telephone (202) 546-7891 
546-7892 

The Non Commissioned Officers Association of the USA (NCOA), representing 
more than 250,000 members, is convinced that the sale of the AWACS 
(Airborne Warning and Control Systems) aircraft is in the best interest 
of national defense. 

The Association has been reluctant to give its undivided support to the 
sale because it shared some of the concerns expressed by many members of 
the Senate and House. However, recent developments, coupled with the 
situation existing in the Middle East since 1978, have overshadowed the 
controversy demonstrating the need to move forward on the sale. 

The United States has realigned it.s forces to provide permanent defense 
capability in that strategic area. It is imperative that we have full 
and equal participation with the Saudis in our efforts to maintain secu­
rity i.n the region and, at the sam~ time, recognize Saudi Arabian ~vereign 
interest in their own ·defense as we have done for the Israelis. 

The Association believes the President is offering the proper solution by 
providing the Saudis with their own defense capability- one that insures 
U.S. presence for some years yet to come. This can be done without jeop­
ardizing the security of the State of Israel. Most importantly, it will 
offer the United States prepositioned facilities, equipment and weaporis 
systems in the event our interests are openly threatened requiring the 
interdiction of U.S. ·Forces. · 

The Association urges your favorable consideration of the sale and extends 
appreciation for your commitment to an adequate defense of the United 
States and its vital interests abroad. 

Sincerely, 

~::~~ v--
National Legi s lative Director 

International Headquarters 
NCO ASSOC/A TION 

P.O. Box 33610 
San Antonio, Texas 78233 
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SQ..v1cE PRESIDENT, GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

PH (202) 546-7891 or 546-7892 

N <~ffa~ k . cA ti-<-~0: 
0 SSOCIAT ION -- . 
NATIONAL CAPITAL OFFICE 
SUITE 304, BOX 43 
110 MARYLAND AVE., N.E. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002 
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"STRENGTH IN UNITY" 

Normand M . Gonsauls 
President 

Robert J . Walker 
Vice President 

John D. Spooler 
International Treasurer 

Charles R. Jackson 
International Secretary 

No Commissioned Officers Associatio 
of the United States of America 

110 Maryland Avenue, N.E., Suite 304, Box 43 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

C"A. "MACK" McKINNEY 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

September 5, 1981 

The subject covered herein concerns the Budget Reconciliation 
Act of 1981 recently signed by you into law. One of the 
provisions contained in the Act is causing considerable dismay 
among the military servlces and is alarming many of the senior 
officers and noncommissioned and petty officers. The Associa­
tion's offices have been swamped with protests not only from 
military personnel who have been affected, or will be affected, 
but military leaders of all grades who ~re concerned with the 
task of making the All Volunteer Service an allowable success. 

As the voice for more than 250,000 noncommissioned and petty 
officers, most of whom are on active duty with the U. S. Armed 
Forces, the Association must call your attention to the in­
sensitive and demeaning clause that awaJu:i.6 mU.Lt.aJty pe.Jl/2onne1. 
wah un.a.eeep,t:a.ble peJt~oJr.maneeo wille pe.na..llzing tho~e who have 
MVtved hono1tably in ac.c.oJtdan.c.e. W-Uh the. good ;., tand.Mdo 06 the. 
mi..lLt.aJty heJtvic.eo. The proviso is that which denies unemploy­
ment compensation to former servicemembers who do not wish to 
reenlist in the armed forces. 

It is unreasonable to refuse assistaoce to the new veteran who 
was a model soldier, sailor, marine, airman or coast guardsman. 
He or she has served the Nation well for the term of enlistment, 
but for some just reason or another not adaptable to pursuing 
a career in the Armed Forces. Yet, the individ~al who departs 
the military service either voluntarily or because of a poor 
performance or is denied reenlistment, is eligible to receive 
unemployment compensation on discharge or release from active 
duty. 

International Headquarters 
P.O. Box 33610 * San Antonio, Texas 78233 

ii 



The -President 
Sep~ 5, 1981 
page 2 

The Association is well aware of your position on reinstituting 
the drc~ft .• You believe it is not necessary at the time. This 
is whj . the~~- i~ conslderable dismay that you are condoning a 
form of compulsory service for those who have already served 
faithfully their Nation and Commander-in-Chief. Surely there 
can be no true All Volunteer Force if such a discriminating 
statute ~em~ins as a la~ of the land . 

The military cannot accomodate every servicemember eligible for 
reenlistment. The practice of accepting all would slow down 
promotions and virtually stagnate the forces. Currently, the 
military services claim suicess in retaining sufficient numbers 
of first term reenllstees: Thus, the provision is not necessary 
and is not in the best interest of the military. 

The Association urges you to rectify the problem at the earliest. 
It also ~ncouragis your Administration to offer immediate 

· 'J..e.gislation that wi 11 correct the glaring injustice to the 
N·at ion's you_ng veterans. 

They believe in you . Please do not l et them down. 

CAM/wbh . 



''.STRENGTH IN UNITY" 

Normand M, Gonsauls 
President 

Rob~ J. Wall<~r · . ; . 
· _ Vice President · · '. :·.: · · 

John D, Spooler 
:. lntetnational Tntasurer . -... . 

., ~ .. . . 
· Charles R. Jackson 
· 1ntemational Secretary 
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}Non c~;~i~~io~~~rofficers A~soci~ti ··. ') 
,.: 

of the United States of America . 
~; ., · .. 

110 Maryland Avenue, N.E., Suite 304, Box 43 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

..... _,•- -
::~t-\·:~·.·- · t ·:·,. 

. C.A, "MACK" McKINNEY · 

. '· .· ·, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 
. .. . GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

. 4~: . . -~; 

..• i : ·.\Lj\\f \(J August 26, 1981 
. . . · .. / _: /A?~{>t{f J 

::::;::~;:~~:~::":::::: .. . . , _:, "X,jli~il: 
The Association wishes to express its deep concern over recent ·,-::::-::~-· >:"'.f' 
news articles that suggest the Off i ce of Management and . · · ·_;.:: ::.':.-<-~~q, 
Budget is seeking ways to reduce military retirement ben~fits · · 
and terminate subsJ_dies to mili ta ry commissaries , -r~- · 

•· . .. .. ; 
Without belaboring its dis t ress i n quan t itative terms, the 
Association is unequivocally opposed to any adver se change in 
the current military retirement syste~. and the termination or 
reduction of appropriations fo r mi li t ary commissaries. ·/t:-!?: ~::ft 

·-:~-~ . :_1; ~1,;1:;:~; .. ·•:~ --~ : -:~:: . 
Th e military ret i r ed cornmu~i ty has expe ri e nced a number of . 1·_·:>/·; ·~ : · .. -·~/ 

congressionally-sponsored financial setbacks over t he past . ·,. ,. 
20 years. A few of them are listed here for · your ·:information : . i :·':. ··::,::,~-?\',i . 

. ~ . • -.. .~. ·: ~, ~. t # • • : ~ : .-. · ; .. • • ·., ~ •, - _ : ~\· ••• ~=-.. ~}~}J;i}j\-:{J~i 
Disability retiremen_t r ul es tightened , - :: :-.,:;.:·· ·:,·..t 

~: )·::~~~ }:i·\~-~: i~ i:fr.) 
Active duty pay increases compressed ~r capped, 

• Thousands of career-oriented noncommissioned and petty 
officers involuntarily separated following the Vietnam 
conflict without severance pay or the opportunity to remain 
in service to establish eligibility for retirement, 

• Unemployment compensation denied upon retirement, 

International Headquarters 
P.O. Box 33610 • San Antonio, Texas 78233 
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... ... 
\-·:­

. _-;_ ~. ~-

A 

President Reagan 
. _.._,_, 

Page -2 .. 
··.--. 

. -_;. 

< :": _ _; .• · Adjustments to ret i red pay to off set inflation 
'amended to reduce amounts received three (3) timei in 18 
~years; . twice in the past 6 years. 

·- ·., ..... . .... , : ~-/:; 

.. · ., · · . --~:_ .. >:\;·lii 
As -for commissaries , the subsidy is certainly justified • . · · 

. ·It ·_is the result of an ea'rlier Congressional decision .-.. ·, ·· F{ 
· to direct the mi 1 i ta ry services to provide commissary ., 

employees with the same pay and benefits given federal wo1·kers ~ 
The payroll increased significantly ~nd the subsidies are 
necessary to continue offering the savings experienced by 
commissary patrons over the years . 

The military community has experienced a great feeling of 
security under your l eadership as its Commander- in - Chief . 
It believes you are understand i ng and sympathetic with the _:J 
sacrifices and hardships demanded of and,, st.iffered·: by' ,the- men :···-:~ -.·· . . 
and women who serve or have serv~d in the Nation~s armed 
forces. It is not a matter of ent.i t l ement based on soc i a 1 >: · 
~elfare or economic necessity, but a right earned as a result 
of faithful service to country and corps. 

The Association be_l ieves that what has been promi sed .should be 
honored. Too many ·of your predecessors failed to meeF· this 
commitment. Our membership as well as all members of th~ 
military services trust that you will not fair them. We 1 in 
turn, will not fail 

C.A. "Mack" McKinney 
Chairman, International 
· ·of Di rectors 

President 

. t :~. 
.. .! • ~.; . 

. -· : ,.,_ ·-: .,-- , ,_·::f~ 
.: .. j~ 

~ ,: 

.• \t)ii{tl 
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Tl-IE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DATE: rt/I? 

TO: /A,}~vl., 
FROM: ~(J/J/1--i'--' 

For your info 

Per our conversation 

Other: 

! )J - ~~~ 
I 5vc.ves- +- a.. cf110r 6j' /5 
. I, 

a;p,---t/) r,'!;£.,,k . JZ,~b /-r ,~ y.. e*'--'1' i.A,Q 

1~11,~-:Z~ B/rr 



THE SITE FOR THE NCOA RECEPTION. 

22 SEPTEMBER 1981. HONORING 

THE HONORABLE WILLIAM L. ARMSTRONG, 

HAS BEEN CHANGED TO 

THE RUSSELL COURT YARD. 

IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER IT 

WILL BE HELD IN 1202 DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
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9he <J-eonorable ef trom 9hurmond, C/.1niled ef tates ef enalor 

fJJ resident fJJ ro Q em pore 

and the 

cnon @ommissioned (9/Jicers !Association 

oJ the CUnited ef tales oJ !America 

cordially invite you lo a reception honoring 

9he 9f.onorable OOilliam 2. !Armstrong, C/.1niled ef tates ef enalor 

1981 recip.ient oJ the 01,@(9{A 
11 2. Q/nende/ B?..ivers !Award" 

Q uesday, ef eplember 2'2 1 1981 

6 p.m. lo 8:30 p.m. 

1202 ClJirksen ef enale C9Jf ice l13uilding 

{ReJ'O)f}J a cfRegrets only 

~ 
---
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5--.vlCE PRESIDENT, GOVERNMENT AFF 

PH (202) 546-7891 or 546-7892 
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8 Assoc1ATION \)__ 
NATIONAL CAPITAL OFFICE 
SUITE 304, BOX 43 
110 MARYLAND AVE., N.E. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002 



"STRENGTH IN UNITY" 

Nofmand M. Gonsauls 
Presid1mt 

Robert J. Walker 
Vice President 

John D. Spoo!IH' 
International Treasur81' 

Charles R. Jackson 
International Secretary 

~l~ 

? 
Non Commissioned Officers Association 

of the United States of America 

110 Maryland Avenue, N. E., Suite 304, Box 43 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

C.A. "MACK" McKINNEY 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

J uly 2, 1981 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr . President: 

The Non Commissioned Officers Association of the United States 
of America (NCOA)i, represent ing more than 250~000 men and women 
of the U.S. armed forces , joins the concerned members of Congress 
and organizations seeking your careful consideration of U.S. 
participation in the proposed construction of the Soviet Yamal 
natural gas pipeline . 

The Association is in ·rece ipt of a copy of a June 2q letter to 
you expressi-ng the reservations of certain distinguished members 
of the U.S. Senate and House iof Representatives. The communique 
discusses their proposals for an alternate program. The 
Association cannot do better than agree with their rationale 
that a '; completed pipeline wi 11 have geostrategic implications in 
increased NATO dependence on Soviet resources. 

The Association believes t·he Adm·inistration shouid heed the advice 
~f the distinguished national congressional leaders who are 
signatories of the proposal. Their valuable assistance in guid­
ing the Nation to a viable foreign policy has always been second 
to none. 

We you to strongly consider their position. 

• 

International Headquarters 
P.O . Box 33610 * San Anton io , Texas 78233 

'I 

·, 
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c:f(lcha'l4 <W rfohn~on, rf't. .. d 4 cf" I USAF USMC 

NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR \' / 
PH (202) 546-7891 or 7892 (" rl, 1/C USCG 

NA 7.v,J l ~(<, ~ 
g SSOCIATION 

NATIONAL CAPITAL OFFICE 
SUITE 304, BOX 43 
110 MARYLAND AVE., N. E. 
WASHINGTON, DC 20002 
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THE \\'HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 8, 1981 

Mr. Richard W. Johnson, Jr. 
National Legislative Director 
NCO Association 
Suite 304, Box 43 
110 M~and Ave. N.E. 
Washington 1 D. C. 20002 

Dear Richard: 

Photographs of Camp David are rare due 
to security reasons. However, your liaison 
has produced once more. Hope you enjoy these. 

Cordially, 

Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to 

the President 



ea. •~ ,, ~ 
Sc-.VICE PRESIDENT, GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

PH (202) 546-7891 or 546-7892 

I l ~ 

u~ 

USAF~USMC 

USCG 

~A ~f~ . 
0 SSOCIATION 0:::.:--'-esil!EJ 
NATIONAL CAPITAL OFFICE 
SUITE 304, BOX 43 
110 MARYLAND AVE., N.E. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002 



"STRENGTH IN UNITY" 

No,mand M. Gonsauls 
Presich1nt 

Robert J. WalkM 
Vica President 

John D. SP90lllf 
International Treasurer 

Charles R, Jackson 
International Secretary 

Non Commissioned Officers Association 
of the United States of America 

110 Maryland Avenue, N.E. , Suite 304, 13ox 43 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

C.A. "MACK" McKINNEY 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

May 'l.6, 1981 

Pll.eo.lden:t and ifJL6. Ronald Rea.gan 
The (tJJu:te Hou&e 
Wct1.:ihlngton, V.C. 'l.0500 

Vectll. P1teo.lde~ and MM. Reagan: 

On behalo oo the. 1~e.1Lncttional BoOJtd 06 VVLe.doM and :the 
pJLeo.lde.~ and o66.lc.eli6 06 the. Non CommlM.loned 066,<.c.eJz.o 

...: .. M.6ocla.tlon 06 the.-Unlted St.ate& 06 Amell.lea (NCOA), 1-have. 
the plt.lv.U.ege. and honolL 06 .lnviling you to be. ou.JL mOJ.it· 
fut.lngub.,he.d gueo:U at -the M-boc-i.,o.,:tlon' -6 20:th Annual 
1~e.Jtna.:Uonal Conve.~on Banquet, June 13, 1981, a:t .the. 
Hotel Ra.dfuon-Mue.hleba.c.h, Ka.MM CUy, IM..6-boWU. 

Th-i.-6 ye.a.It' .6 · c.onve.~on M.6embly will be .6alu.t.lng :the. Honoll.a.b.f.e. 
W-ltllam L. Atun.6tltong, UnUe.d St.a.tu Se.natolL oil.om Colo!UUlo, 
Ad.mi.Jr.al ThomM B. HaywaJr.d, Ch,le.fi o 6 Na.val Opell.ation-6, and :the. · 
.6e.nlo1t enU,1.ded. c.h.le.61.> 06 the u .s. all.med oOILC.e6. 

SenatoJt Atun.6tltong lAUft be p-'l.eoe.nte.d :the. 1981 "L. Mendel R.lve.M 
Aw"altd ooli. Le.g-lo.e.a.tlve. Ac;ti__on.," the. M-ooc.ia.:tfon '-6 .t.op vubr.de 
to a Na.tlon '.6 le.g-lo.la:to-'l. PMt Jr.e.up,i.e.nt6 have. be.en, among 
othe.Jt-6, the. Honoll.a.b.f.e Mo.61L6. St/tom Thu.JLmond, John Towe.IL, Bob 
Vole. and Bob Wilion, M.C. (Ret.). 

Ad.mi.Jr.al 1-faywa.Jtd lAUft be ll.e.c.ogn.lze.d 601L l'W> ocdotan.cllng c.011-
tlt.lbu;tlon to the Na.Uon' -6 deoe.Me. po1.>tull.e. wW..e. :the. .6e.n.lo1L 
e.n.f.-lote.d c.h.le.o-6 06 the. Allmtj I Navy, Mo.Jt.lne. Coll.p-6, A.llL FolLee. 
and Coa.6t GuaJr.d will be. .6aluted f;oJc. thebc. le.ade.Mh.lp and 
de.vat.ion to duty. 

International Headquarters 
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Al!,o in aftendanc.e. wilt. be. a. fugh JI.an.tung afifilc.eA 06 :the 
Cana.ell.an aJune.d 601Lc.u, lle.plle.6 e.ntlng :the CanacUa.n 9ove11.nmen;t, 
and aboU-t 50 . NCOA c.ha.p,tell. dei.e.gax.e.6 61tom Ewwpe.. 

The. M.&oc1..a.:tlon i& a. qua.61.-mil.Ualr.y 01t9a.n,lza;t,lon c.ompol> e.d 
of, nonc.omm.l6.&.i.one.d and pei:.ty 060-lc.eM 06 :the U.S . aJuned 
{,ollc.e.&; a.c:tlve., Jr..e:ti.Jr.e.d, Jz.e.6 eJr.ve., na.:t.fonal. gua.Jl.d and ve;teJr.a.n •. 
Molle. .than 83 pell.c.ent a.Jz.e. on a.ctlve. du.:ty w,[:th :the MmY, Navy , 
MaJLine. Coli.po, AfJr.. fo1tc.e. and Co01>t GuOJl.d . 1.t. i.1> ac.cJiecllte.d by 
.the. VeteJt.a.n.6 AdmlnL6:tJta;tlon M a. ve..:te.Jta.n..6 -6 eJL.vic.e oll.ga.n,lza.:tlon. 
a.n.d now Jta.nfu M :the. (,oUJLth £.a.Jr.gut 60.U.aW<.ng The. Ame.lL.i.can. 
Legion, VeteJuu'!h 06 FoJz.ugn WaJUi o0 .the. Un,lte,d S:ta.:teo and 
V.l6a.bte.d Ametuc.an Vetell.anb . 

The. membeMhip wilt. be ex.:tll.emei.y gM..te.6u.l 16 UJ., Comma.ndell.­
i.n-Ch.i.e6 would be ax. .the. c.on.ventlon banquet to ll.e.c.e.i.ve. a. 
Uf,e. .ti.me. me.mbeJl.l>lup cu, a.n honoM.ILy : n.oncomnu.-61.>.i.one..d o-66ic.eJr. 
a.nd, i.6 pM-6-lble., .ta af,6e1t. a. (,ew tr.e.mMM .to a. de.d,i,c.a..t.e..d gJt.oup 
06 pa:bua:tlc. Ametuc.a.no . 

C.A. "Mack" Mc/(,[nne.y 
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"STRENGTH IN UNITY" 

Normand M , Gonsauls 
President 

Robert J. Walker 
Vice President 

John D , Spooler 
International Treasurer 

Charles R. Jackson 
International Secretary 

Non Commissioned Officers Association 
of the United States of America 

110 Maryland Avenue, N.E., Suite 304, Box 43 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

C.A. "MACK" McKINNEY 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

Mrs. Elizabeth Dole 

February 27, 1981 

Assistant to the President, Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Dole: 

The Non Commissioned Officers Association of the United States of 
America (NCOA), representing more than 211,000 noncommissioned 
and petty officers of the U.S. Armed Forces; active, retired, 
reserve, national guard and veteran; is curious as to whom its 
contact will be at The White House. 

Recently, a few quasi-mil itary organizations- significantly fewer 
in numbers than NCOA- were invited t o 1he Wnite House or a 
briefing on President Reagan's budget . Thi s Association, with 
an 83 percent active duty membership , was disa ppoint ed that it 
was not asked t o at t end. 

NCOA is a member organization of the prestigious Ad Hoc Committee, 
an unofficial group of quasi-military and veterans' organizations 
interested in defense-related issues. It is one of the few in 
the group that is invited annually to testify before congressional 
panels having oversight of defense programs. 

In addition to its active support for the military, NCOA also 
serves the veterans' community as an accredited veterans service 
organization. Currently, it is the fourth largest organization 
offering this program to the Nation's veterans. 

I nternationa I Headquarters 
P.O . Box 33610 * San Antonio, Texas 78233 
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Each year NCOA recognizes a prominent legislator who, in the op1n1on 
of the Association, deserves special recognition. Past recipients­
among others- are the Honorable Strom Thurmond of South Carolina, the 
Honorable John Tower of Texas, the Honorable Bob Dole of Kansas and 
the Honorable Bob Wilson, former Congressman from California. The 
1981 award will be presented to Senator William Armstrong of Colorado. 

NCOA will be most grateful if you will ensure that its name is added 
to the appropriate White House list, particularly the one that records 
the quasi-military and veterans' organizations vitally interested in 
and concerned for the Nation's defenses and veterans. 

Please feel free to call upon the Association for its assistance. 
My staff and I stand ready to serve. 

With all best wishes to you and the members of your staff, I am, 
C, 

CAM/wbh 



"STRENGTH IN UNITY" 

Normand M . Gonsauls 
President 

Robert J. Walker 
V ice President 

John D . Spooler 
International Treasurer 

Charles R. Jackson 
International Secretary 

Non Commissioned Officers Association 
of the United States of America 

110 Maryland Avenue, N.E., Su ite 304, Box 43 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

C.A. "MACK" McKINNEY 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

February 1, 1982 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Office of Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D.C . 20500 

Dear Morton: 

Please be advised that the Association's president and 
chief executive officer, Normand M. Gonsauls, resigned 
January 14, 1982, for personal reasons. Replacing him 
until the convention in July 1982 is Robert J . Walker, 
formerly Executive Vice President. 

atitude for your continued interest in the Non 
·onetl. Officers Association, I am, 

Mack'' McKinney 
airman, International Board of Directors 

I nternationa I Headquarters 
P.O . Box 33610 * San Antonio , Texas 78233 
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November 23, 1982 

Dear Fleet Master Chief Lister: 

It was a privilege for me to sign the Proclamation 
making the fourth week in June of this year National 
NCO/Petty Officer Week. If ever a group has served 
our nation with courage and dedication, that group 
is the Noncommissioned Officers and Petty Officers 
of our Armed Forces. 

However, even though their service bas often been 
above and beyond the call of duty, their accomplish­
ments have not always received the recognition they 
deserve. You and your organization are performing 
a valuable service in reminding us of those accom­
plishments. I conaend you and all of our nation's 
Nonco111nissioned Officers and Petty Officers for your 
patriotism and dedication to duty. 

With my best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

FMC Frank Lister, USN 
President 
NCO Association of USA 
National Capital Office 
219 North Washington Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 

RONALD REAGAN 

Enclosure: Proclamation of National NCO/Petty 
Officer Week, 1982 

cc: ,Mor-ton 

RR:RDC:CAD:RCH:AVH:jfc--
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THE NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

"STRENGTH IN UNITY" 

STATEMENT OF 

C. A. II MACK II MCKINNEY 
Sergeant Major USMC Ret. 

Executive Director for Government Affairs 

before the 

COMMITTEE on VETERANS AFFAIRS 
UNITED STATES SENATE 

SECOND SESSION, 97th CONGRESS 

on 

Confirmation of the 
Honorable Harry N. Walters 

as Administrator of Veterans Affairs 

NATIONAL CAPITAL OFFICE 

• 

219 N. Washington Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 ,., Tele: (703) 549-0311 

. · NATIONAL CAPITAL OFFICE, WASI IINGTON, D.C . . 

. 110 Mar"y<lai,d A·,e., N.E. ,,, Wa~hi11gton, D.€. 20002 * Tele. (202} 546-7891 



MR. CHAIRMAN. I am delighted to have the opportup-· 

ity to appear today before this distinguished committee 

concerning the confirmation of the Honorable Harry 

N. Walters as the next Administrator of Veterans 

Affairs. I ·represent the Non Commissioned Officers 

Association of the USA (NCOA) and its more than 

200,000 members, all veterans of service in or with 

the Armed Forces of the United States. The Association 

is accredited by the Veterans Administration and takes 

great pride in its service to the Nation's veterans 

and their families and survivors. 

NCOA representatives have had the pleasure of 

working with Mr . Walters since his appointment as 

Assistant Secretary -of the Army for Manpower and 

Reserve Affairs. During his tenure as ASA (M&RA) · 

Mr. Walters has demonstrated a keen insight into the 

needs of and quality-of-life improvements for our 

soldiers stationed around the world. He has done 

so in such a manner that anyone who associates with 

him ~nows that he is a man of integrity fully devoted 

to reaching the goals he believes are important to 

those to whom he has a responsibility for their 

well-being. 

The quqlity the Association admires in Mr. Walters 

is his willingness to seek challenge and, once found, 

look it directly in the eye and meet it head on. 

He has done so as ·an honorably-mentioned All­

American football player at West Point, as a civilian, 

and as the Army's top civilian manpower chief. He 

again is displaying that will to meet challenge by 

seeking this appointment as head of the VA. 

-1-



Frankly speaking, if Mr. Walters was your average 

citizen, he would be content to remain in his current 

However, he is not your usual political position. 

appointee. He sees an opportunity to meet the great-

est challenge of his lifetime- and, in spite of the 

obstacles he knows are there, is willing to accept 

the responsibility of directing the third largest 

federally-funded agency in our government. 

The Association respects such an individual 

who is ready, willing, and . able to give up a 

relatively safe appointment to literally step into 

an open furnace. He'll be on .stage every minute he 

sits in that chair. He will be on the rec.eiving .end 
-

of more heat than any political appointee other than 

perhaps cabinet-level officers. Not only will he be 

scrutinized by the press, but every move he makes 

will be monitored by this distinguished committee, 

Congress, the Administration, each and every veterans 

organization, and nearly 30 million veterans and 

their public supporters. 

It~s an awesome position and it will take a 

man of vision, leadership, many skills, and empathy 

toward the veteran to accomplish the task. Harry 

Walters possesses these qualities and my Association 

has complete faith in his ability to get the job 

done and done right. 
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As the ASA(M&RA) he worked diligently for the 

well-being of more than 775,000 soldiers and their 

families. They, too, are veterans in their own right 

with the majority eligible to receive or are receiving 

veterans' benefits. His outstanding performance in 

that position certainly qualifies him to administer 

to all our veterans, their families and survivors. 

It is an honor and a privilege for me to · extend 

to this distinguished committee my Association's full 

support of Mr. Walters as the next Administrator of 

Veterans Affairs. 
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