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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 9,1981

TO: Elizabeth H. Dole
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell%/
- RE: Additional Support on AWACS

Attached are two concrete examples, from the Veterans of Foreign

Wars and the ", of results
from our AWALL wisciainy win veeumes ve

Ger ral Milnor Roberts has asked for a list of all the attendees

at that briefing. He intends to work with them in the time
available to convince the Senate to approve the sale. You may
remember that General Robert's organization, the Reserve Offices
Association was tt first of the military and veterans organizations
to tal a leadership role on behalf of the AWACS sale.









a Sovief.'Rapid Deployment Force' in place for use in the Persian Gulf, > 1 Africa
or the Hdrn of Africa.
"Surély," Mr. Fellwock concluded, "this is no time for America to wobble or falter
as we seek to build an area-wide strategic consensus to halt further Soviet ¢ :roac ent.
"The AWACs sale was important before President Sadat's passing; it is an inescapable

strategic necessity today."
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
October 9, 1981

TO: Max Friedersdorf

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell.é%z%iz

Attached is a letter from the International Secretary of the
Non Commissioned Officers Association, which was very active
in supporting this pay bill in Congress. They request a letter
from the President and apen which they want to frame for their
headquarters. Their draft of a proposed letter is attached
also. I would appreciate it if you could accomodate tl ir
aquest. Attached also is their strong leti r to all Senators
urging their support of the AWACS sale.






SUGGESTED LETTER

Mr. Normand M. Gonsauls

President

Non Commissioned Officers Association of the USA
0. Bc 33610

San Antonio, TX 78233

Dear Mr. Gonsauls:

I am delighted that I have this opportunity to commend the Non
Commissioned Officers Association of the USA (NCOA) for its
efforts in behalf of the Armed Forces Pay Act of 1981. The new

1y structure signed into law by me this date will do much to

ing ¢ »>ut a fairer pay comparability for the active, reserve
and guard 1 abers of the U.S. armed forces and 1lleviate some of
the pay compression suffered over the years by noncommissioned
ar petty officers.

The Act also will give the military departments greater incentives
to work for increased recruitment and retention rates for the

All vVolunteer Force. I am, of course, dedicated to the AVF and
will continue to work toward its complete succe 3. I am pleased
that the Non Commissioned Offic rs Association of the USA (NCOA)
joins me in achieving this goal.

Enclos 1 is a Presidential pen commemorating my signing of the
lec " slation.

Sincerely,

Ronald Reagan



NATIONAL CAPITAL OFFICE

NON COMMISSIONED ( ‘ICERS ASSOC]A’I‘]GN of the UNITED S’l‘A’l‘ES (A A

STRENGTH IN UNITY s e ot i s i A e st e s i

11 i
(’)‘I‘\‘dgryland Ave., N.E,, Suite 304 | Telephone  )2) 546-7891

was  gton, D.C. 20002 546-7892

October 8, 1981

Dear Senator:

The Non Commissioned Officers Association of the USA (NCOA), representing
more than 250,000 members, is convinced that the sale of the AWACS
(Airborne Warning and Control Systems) aircraft is in the best interest
of national defense.

The Association has been reluctant to give its undivided support to the
sale because it shared some of the concerns expressed by many members of
the Senate and House. However, recent developments, coupled with the
situation existing in the Middle East since 1978, have overshadowed the
controversy demonstrating the need to move forward on the sale.

Tt United States has realigned its forces to provide permanent defense
capability in that strategic area. It is imperative that we have full

and equal participation with the Saudis in our efforts to maintain secu-
rity in the region and, at the same time, recognize Saudi Arabian sovereign

interest in their own defense as we have done for the lsraelis.

The Association believes the President is offering the proper solution by
providing the Saudis with their own defense capability— one that insures
U.S. presence for some years yet to come. This can be done without jeop-
ardizing the security of the State of Israel. Most importantly, it will
offer the United States prepositioned facilities, equipment and weapons
systems in the event our interests are openly threatened requiring the
interdiction of U.S. Forces. '

The Association urges your favorable consit ration of the sale and extends
appreciation for your commitment to an adequate defense of the United
States and its vital interests abroad.

Sincerely,

7 ,f, s/ IS

Richard w. Johnson, Jr. 4
National Legislative Director

International Headquarters
NCO ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 33610
San Anton/o Texas 78233

P amt A s s
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MR. CHAIRMAN. I am delighted to have the opportun-
ity to appear today before this distinguished committee
concerning the confirmation of the Honorable Harry
N. Walters as the next Administrator of Veterans
Affairs. I represent the Non Commissioned Officers
? sociation of tI USA (NCOA) and its more than
200,000 members, all veterans of service in or with
the Armed Forces of the United States. The Association
is accredited by the Veterans Administration and takes
great pride in its service to the Nation's veterans

and their famili ;5 and survivors.

NCOA representatives have had the pleasure of
working with Mr. Walters since his appointment as
Assistant Secretary of the Army for Manpower and
F serve Affairs. During his tenure as ASA (MgRA)
Mr. Walters has demonstrated a keen insight into the
needs of and quality-of-life improvements for our
soldiers stationed around the world. He has done
so in such a manner that anyone who associates with
him knows that he is a man of integrity fully devoted
to reaching the goals he believes are important to
those to whom he has a responsibility for their

well-béing.

The quality the Association admires in Mr. Walters
is his willingness to seek challenge and, once found,

]l >k it direct” - in the e-2 and meet it head on.

He has done > as an hono: bly-mentioned All-
American football player at West Point, as a civilian,
‘and as the Army's top civilian manpower chief. He
ac in is displaying that will to meet challenge by
seel} 1g this appointment as head of the VA.



Frankly speaking, if Mr. Walters was your average
citizen, he would be content to remain in his current
position. However, he is not your usual political
appointee. He sees an opportunity to meet the great-
est challenge of his lifetime- and, in épite of the
| obstacles he knows are there, is willing to accept
the responsibility of directing the third largest

federally-funded agency in our government.

The Association respects such an individual
who is ready, willing, and able to give up a ‘
relatively safe appointment to literally step into
an open furnace. He'll be on stage every minute he
sits in that chair. He will be on the receiving .end
of more heat than any political éppointee other than
perhaps cabinet-level officers. Not only will he be
scrutinized by the press, but every move he makes
will be monitored by this distinguished committee,
Congress, the Administration, each and every veterans
organization, and nearly 30 million veterans and

their public supporters.

It's an awesome position and it will take a
man of vision, leadership, many skills, and empathy
toward the veteran to accomplish the task. Harry
Walters possesses these qualities and my Association
has complete faith in his ability to get the job

done and done right.



As the ASA (M&Ra) he worked diligently for the
well-being of more than 775,000 soldiers and their
families. They, too, are veterans in their own right
with the majority eligible to receive or are receiving
veterans' benefits. His outstanding performance in
that position certainly qualifies him to administer

to all our veterans, their families and survivors.

It is an honor and a privilege for me to extend
to this distinguished committee my Association's full
support of Mr. Walters as the next Administrator of

Veterans Affairs.





