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PROPERTY REVIEW BOARD 
17th & PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20500 

November 30, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR THOMAS TRACY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE 

FOR ADMINISTRATION 

STUART SCHIFFER 

-Ji 

J 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, 

CIVIL DIVISION 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

The purpose of this memorandum is to recap our meeting 
today on the future of Pershing Hall, Paris. The Property 
Review Board staff will s~rve as the central clearing house 
for the coor dination of Executive Branch activities on the 
future of Pershing Hall. We have agreed that a suitable 
memorial to General Pershing must be maintained in Paris. 
It appears that, at this point, a number of questions exist 
about the status of the current tenants of Pershing Hall. 
Therefore, it was agreed that, as a first step, the Depart­
ment of State will undertake a thorough survey of the 
property. This survey will include the identification and 
legal status (leasehold or otherwise) of the e x isting occu­
pants of the property as well as a physical examination of 
the premises and the use to which they are being put as a 
memorial to General Pershing. The State Department indicated 
that this ieport would be completed by January 15 and, after 
review by the Department of Justice, forwarded to me. 

The Department of Justice will continue its legal review of 
the responsibil i~i e s and obligations of the United States 
government as the title holder of the premises. One course 
of action that may be pursued is the disposal of the existing 
property and relocation of a memorial to General Pershing 
elsewhere in Paris using the proceeds from the disposal. 
If the existing building is retained, it may be that some 
c u rrent u ses are incompa t i ble with F e d eral ma n ageme n t. There­
fore, as a pre caution, the Justice Depar tment will begin to 
prepare the necessary legal background material for the 
possible termination of the tenancy of some or all of the 
present occupants of Pershing Hall. Justice will also 
develop any necessary legislative proposal if the memorial 
to General Pershing is relocated. 

The State Department will assume management of the property 
once the premises have been made vacant or satisfactory 
arrangements have been made with any remaining tenants. 



The State Department representatives stated that their respon­
sibilities would be of an interim nature, pending the eventual 
transfer or disposal of Pershing Hall. If it appears that the 
disposal of Pershing Hall will not be the course of action, it 
was stated that it would be inappropriate for State to function 
as a permanent property manager. 

For our part, we will, with the assistance of Morton Blackwell, 
handle liaison with-the various Veterans' organizations in 
discussions on the future of Pershing Hall. We will also seek . 
to reach an understanding with the Hill on the future of 
Pershing Hall and the use of proceeds from any disposal of the 
building. In addition, we will urge the American Legion, as 
the former manager of the property, to provide what written ·1 
records they can to the Justice Department to assist in clear-
ing up the present situation. -

I greatly appreciate your cooperative attitude toward the 
resolution of the situation. Once the State Department survey 
has been completed, I think we will need to meet again and 
assess the next steps based on the facts before us. 

Please let me know if you have any comments on our respective 
responsibilities, as outlined in this memo. 

cc: Edwin Harper 
Morton Blackwell✓ 



., 

From the desk of 

Major General J. Milnor Roberts, Aus (Reu 

Executive Director 

12/1/82 

Morton --

This material just arrived from Paris regarding 

Pershing Hall. 

RESERVE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES 

1 Const i tut ion Avenue, N .E., Washington , D.C. 20002 · 202 /479 -2200 
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fwm- i/ie cieJ_ <,/;)..... COOPER T. HOLT 

November 30, 1982 

The enclosed letter to Ed Meese 

is forwarded for your information. 



• -VET ERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNJ'T'ED S1' ATES 

dwin Meese, III, Counselor 
to the President 

The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

ar Ed: 

November 29, 1982 

fo 
~~ 

~ ~-d---

~~~ 
W--\ '2.1:22-

I have been advised that a meeting was recently held in which you were involved 
here the suggestion was ma.de that Pershing Hall in Paris, France be sold. 

As you may be aware, Pershing Hall is located on Rue Pierre Charron and because 
of its history and location should really be retained as a focal point for American 

.----- activities in Parts. In view thereof, the Veterans of Foreign Wars fully supports 
• R. 6997, introduced by the Honorable G. V. · (Sonny) Montgomery to transfer control 

of Pershing Hall to the Pershing Hall Memorial Building Foundation. 

In view of the interest of a number of highly influential Americans in Paris 
and the pending legislation, you~ views with respect to Pershing Rall would be 
greatly appreciated. 

With best wishes and kind regards, I am 

CTH/ket 

Since~ely yours, 

COOPE~ T. HOLT 
Executive Director 

* WASHINGTO!"- OHICE * 
VF\\' ME!l!ORIAL BUILDING 200 MARYLAND AVENUE, N.E. e WASHINGTON, D. C. 20002 · 5799 • AREA CODE 202-543-223 9 



RESERVE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF EUROPE 

MAJ GEN J. Milnor ROBERTS, Jr. 
AUS - RET 
Executive Director 
Reserve Officers Association 
One Constitution Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

PARIS CHAPTER 

Paris, 26 November 1982 

Dear Major General Roberts, 

I must say that I was slightly non-plussed by our recent telephone 
conversation, and not prepared for what you related. I had the feeling 
that after the Embassy, who after all are pretty well placed to judge 
what is going on here, had concurred in the Foundation idea, that things 
were in fairly good shape. Actually the idea originated with the Embassy, 
which in a sense negates these accusations. 

However, I should stress one thing, and that is that everyone 
tends to confuse Pershing Hall with the Legion Post who occupy some 
of the space, and whose fortunes vary with their various administrations. 

The rest of the building contains a host of community organizations, 
as I pointed out in my initial letter. 

Richmond, who is a mental case, has always had an axe to grind 
with the Post, he used to hang out in the lobby, buttonholing people 
as they came in and filling the air with his imagined complaints. He 
was barred from the premises numerous times, and finally expelled. I 
am not too sure what he does for a living, but I would be ready to bet 
that he has never filed a tax return, American or French, over the last 
twenty years. 

Why he should be listened to rather than the rest of us passes 
all comprehension. 

But back to the building, it was created as a "Memorial Hall" 
not a static monument, and has always had this function, and there 
are memorabilia all over the place, however it is a living memorial, 
which was what was intended by the founders. 

The operating committee has run it for numerous years, at no cost 
to the Government, and we are prepared to continue to do so. As to the 
one "commercial tenant" , Paris Match, who use the top floors for their 
archives, a& a proper board of trustees we asked both the National 
organization of the American Legion ,and the French fiscal authorities 
to permit this tenancy, and I enclose evidence thereof. You will note 
that correspondence is addressed to John R. WOOD, who was the then 
U.S. Consul, and my predecessor as chairman of the committee, he is 
available in Florida if needed. 
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As to "creaming" any of the profits, the accounting is 
simple, it consists of rental contributions that come in and go 
out in expenses for upkeep, maintenance, taxes, salaries and 
utilities, and eventually capital repairs. 

We were audited by the GAO in 1962 and came out like a rose, 
and more recently by the IRS, w~ furnished the latter with our 
accounts and have heard nothing since. 

Frankly, I think that once more there is confusion with the 
Post, and Richmond in his dementia is after them. 

The Post has had tax problems with the French, which I 
solved, by obtaining forgiveness for the past, and financial problems 
with suppliers, which our Secretary-Treasurer Spurgeon C. BOYD, by 
getting a concessionnaire in to run their restaurant and bar, has 
solved. Neither of us did this as officers of the Post, but because 
we could not tolerate such a situation within the building. 

Colonel Boyd called Washington yesterday and spoke to the 
Legion Legislative office, and then to t he Legion Judge Advocate 
in Indianapolis. 

Unless these people are fibbing, which is possible, the 
Washington office seems to say that they themselves have no 
objection to the Foundation. 

The Judge Advocate was perhaps less clear, and apparently said 
that he was hoping for a determination from the Federal Government 
within a week as to the destiny of the building. 

Where Mr. Meese's office and Louis Richmond fit into this, I 
cannot guess. 

But I would reiterate that what we hope for is a divorce from 
the Legion, and that seemed to be their desire, too, with the building 
primarily dedicated to veterans, while they last, and to the community. 

I am going to contact the USO in Washington, who have as much 
space as the Post has in the building, and more importantly, Mrs. Meese, 
who is a member of their Board of Governors, to see what we can do 
there. 

For what it is worth, I shall get together a background on 
Louis Richmond and forward it to you. 

I am genuinely sorry that this incident, which I have difficulty 
in gaging, took place, and at a loss to understand why this man gets 
such an audience. 

We much appreciate your patience and help in this matter, 

Sincerely~ 

'&~Lr 
~TC::C::l<'T T. \II 
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EXHIBIT I 

This is a copy of a letter written to John R. WOOD, US Consul and 
member of the operating committee of Pershing Hall from a French 
attorney obviou5ly charged with handling the Paris-Match affair. 

In essence it says: 

Dear Sir, 

I am pleased to have just received your letter. 
According to the desire which you have expressed, I am 
eager to direct your attention to the following points: 

1) Could the American Legion, having only the right to 
occupy the building which belongs to the US Government 
- a~ter the information furnished in your letter - dispose 
of space in the building to a third party without 
authorization by the US Government? 

(As he understands, the decision made by Mr. Woods and 
associates is that:) 

Everything depends upon the statutes of the National 
American Legion and American legislation. 

2) It seems to me that it would be wise to seek also, 
authorization from the French tax authorities. The building 
is not sheltered from taxation, although it is owned by a 
foreign government, because it is not used by the American 
Embassy for governmental purposes. 

In the following paragraphs, Paris-Match accepts responsibility 
to recognize the status of the building as non-profit and 
to respect the premises by isolating their personal taxes. 

In lieu of a formal contract, a Gentlemen's Agreement was 
made between Paris-Match and the committee. 
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,. LEON CRUTIANS 
DDCTEUF' EN DRO ! T 

AVOCAT A LA C C UR D ' APPEL :::>E ?t..~ : S 

18 , RUE DE MAUBEUGE · P~R :S -~• 

TEL : TRUDAINE 24-76 

aff: A. C. C ll"J't TCH-

p . 
- 8.I'l.S' 

~onsieur le Consul, 

le 9 :.:ai 1956 

~onsieur John ~.~00D 
Consul des :tits-l~is 

Avenu-e Gabriel 
f-':\ R. IS-

J 1 ai 1 1 !-ionneur cie vous accuser rfceu­
tion de votre lettre, que je re~ois a l'instant. 

Selan le dfsir par Vous exprime, je 
m'empr ssse d'attirer votre at Lention sur les ~oints suivant~ , 

1 °- Les ANCIEN.S COl·-:BATT :'~:1i TS All.~RICA!NS 
n'ayant qu'un droit d 1 occup&tion sur l 1 inrneuble appartenant 
au Gouvernement des Etats-Unis - d'apres les renseignerr.ents 
fournis par votre lettre - peuvent-ils disposer du dit im­
meuble en faveur d 1un tiers, sans y e :Jre autorises par le 
dit Gouvernement? 

Tout deoend des statuts de 1 1 Associa­
tion des Anciens Combattants et de la le~islation Americain~: 

2°- Il me semble qu I il sera~~ t prudent, 
si tel est egalement votre avis, de soumettre prealablement 
ce cas au Q.uai d'Orsay, afin d 1 itre express s ment autorises 
a rr:ettre le dit local, a 12 dis:9osition de Paris-J·,:atch. 

L'acouisition d'un im.meuble oar un o~vs 
Etranger ne cree pas ips~ facto, au profit de cet immeuble, 
l 1 immunite , Diplomati~ue, celle-ci n 1 existera que lorsque 
1 1 ir.1meuble sera affecte au service de 1 1 Ambas sade de 1 1 :Stat. . I 

Bien oue Parj_s-~:atch reconnai s se l 'ex­
territorialite de l'immeuSle et renonce a se faire prevalo~~· 
des lois Fran~aises; il serait a cr~indre qu'en cas de con­
testation eventuelle, les actes se referant a cet iTTlI'.'leuble 
soient consideres, non pas com.me revetant le · carac tere ·· . 
dtactes de puissance pu'olique, m:;. is comme de simples actes 



de g estion, s e trm1v0.nt sou mis a 1 1 ?.. _:i plic 2.tion de s lois 
et apprecia tion de s Triburnms Fr c.!.nCrais. · 

. 3°- De tou t e fa~on, il serait prudent d'exiger 
de Paris-Match, qu I il p-renne a s a cha rge taus impots prt~ sents 
et futurs, ainsi que t outes taxes Tunicipales, ou autres, 
incomba:nt normaleme nt aux Pro pri e t a ires de 1 1 :1.rr,meuble, ou a 
l' A 3socia tion de s Anciens Combatt2.nts, occupante du di_t im-
meuble. · · · 

Je suis certain que Pa ris-~atich, obtiendrait 
f ucilement 1 1 autoris ~tion du Quai d 1 0rsay, et acce pter nit de 
supporter les impots · a l et charge du Pro priEtai re. 

J' espere que :.vous arri ve rez facilement a appl !:..nir 
c e s difficultes, quoiqu'il en so i t, je reste toujours a v0+re 
d i s position. 

Et vous prie de croire, !V: onsieur le Consul, a 
1 'expression de mes; sentiments distingues et bien devoues • 

.. ..._ I) 

. 
t, 

. . { 

,, 
I 

( / ' L1, {., -
1 . ,. . , I 
: ( ,,(_,- \.. , .. 
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EXHIBIT II 

This is a copy of a telegram received by LeRoy SHAW then 
Secretary of the committee from Sedley PECK of the American 
Legion National. It was found in our files sh Paris-Match and 
dated .. 4.5 1956. 



RiPONDRE 

HERN UNION 

LT SH AV/ AtJ E fU G AN · L E G I ON · 

-49-RUE · P!E~RECHARRON·fARIS · ~ . . ... ' 

,; .i t)4'1[.) 

tv::\ ::· 

PPELEZ 
LE PORT EST CRA'l'UIT. Le laclew doll d61lvrer un r6c6pl116 a aouche 

lor1qu'll eal charg6 de recouvrer une taxe . 

- -- ·· - -- -- - · -- - ---- .. -- ·· : __ ···· --- · ---- ---- 1 I 

. TtLtGRAMME , ~mJ i; u mi•m Ma rERN uN10N · 1ut 60-74 

,. 
. .. _J . 

• i, ,~:, 1•·:1 1 ·' '·' -' 1·:.,r ,11c. ·1· 1u·~- . r.1<; -z, .!., :-.. tli_ ;;; 
, 1 , , ,_ ,, ·,u r, 111\ J _ ~ V ~. '-'- ✓ • .,,,, 1 1 _ 

. 

: i H. G G • J\ P r' f{ 0 V ES · ,: E rn .~ L · P RO P iJ SA L · AL SO · S I X T Y • T i1_ 0 U SA t} D • DO LL A R . 
: ~i C LU T I C ;•.J ' DI'\ p~ - · . ES- ll/ I <' LI i -"' A •J I t:l.i · ~ - i • 1, 1 ,;1r ..:.~ • = 0 ,.... LJr-, L C " v l:, L. I PEC~< -+ 

- - - - - - .. - . - - - ·- - - - - - ~- - - - - . - - . - - - - - - - - - .. - -· - - - -



EXHIBIT III 

This is a copy of a letter addressed to LeRoy A. SHAW then 
Secretary of the committee containing the statement from the 
French tax authorities that any taxes imposed upon Paris-Match 
as a commercial entity will not effect the non-profit status of 
Perehing Hall. More precisely, no tax imposed on Paris-Match 
will be directed to the operating committee. 



-MINISTERE DES FINANCES 
. . 
LOUu i; ;--: . r:'!..;• 

I 

LE DIRECT EUR GENERAL 

DES~MPOTS 

:Pour rG:i-,onr~tre au desir que vuus _ avez ex}irima cia:us votre le 1.tre 
du 14 reai 1'.;;i'.Jo, j'ai l'hoB;.eur cie vous cor,fir.L!.er que les facilites 
co11se1.ties a l 'Lebdo1:iadF.ire .l:'.t>.lil!:i-l'-:.i.·.1.'C .. l, en wettc:nt u sa disposition 
e. titre provisoirc dL:s locaux nus aux <+e et '.)e etaces de 1 1 m ::.euble 
q_ue l 'i,.mE:rican Lle,ion occupe 4~, rue i-ier!'e Charron a .l-£il;:i et q_ui 
c.}::par ·. ient au ;Jm~verr;(~J:;ent d.es itlits-urd.s, Ht:; soJi t susc e.i, -c ibles ci.e 
do~:.ner lieu E:. l' 8i;1:.iJl::..ss1:i:-:1em; d I n'L<CU!l irJ_pot direc ·u au HOU Cle votre 
or0 a.1ii. ::;a·~ion. 

t.1e vot;.s ~rie cl' agreer, i•:.o:.sieur, l' ciSsurance de r:.11 co1~sici.~r a -.;ion 
~rs:S C.iotinc;u.ee. 

\ ' 

1·.011::;ieur ki ROY Ju ,:ihh.'n' 
l rn:.. .:-J ·_rtlClil, ,Ll:;\.;.10.i., 

45:, rue iierre 01.18.rron, 
fj,ID~. 
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National Headquarters • MINUTE MAN MEMORIAL BUILDING 
1 CONSTITUTION AVENUE, N.E., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002 

TELEPHONE 202/479-2200 
ARMY * NAVY * AIR FORCE * MARINE CORPS * COAST GUARD * PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE * NOAA 

The Honorable Edwin Meese, III 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Wahsington, D. C. 20500 

24 November 1982 

Re: Pershing Hall Memorial Building, 
Paris, France 

Dear Mr. Meese: 

I understand that disposition of the Pershing Hall Memorial Building was discussed 
with you at a recent meeting, and I want you to know that we have a -very profound 
interest in the subject. Also, I believe that so~e informa_!i_on...whic.h TTl.ay have been 
given to you at that meeting was_erroneous. 

For example, the French publication, Paris-Match, rents the top floor of the subject 
building but only as a storage area for their photo library. The balance of the building 
is indeed a memorial to General Pershing and other participants in World War I, and the 
building is properly identified at the entrance. Rents received from Paris-Match are 
properly recorded and reported to Congress as provided in the Public Law. 

The building is extensively used by the following organizations: Reserve Officers Associa­
tion, American Overseas Memorial Day Association, French Veterans Organizations, 
American Wives of Europeans, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Common Cause, The American 
College in Paris, The University of Maryland, Schiller University, The Military Order . 
of Foreign Wars, The American Club of Paris, The American Women's Group, Association 
of American Residents Overseas, Council on International Student Exchange (CIEE), 
Euronews, and The Military Order of Foreign Wars. 

If the property is sold, this very useful building will no longer be available to Americans 
in Paris and the proceeds will not properly be paid into the U. S. Treasury but would have 
to be used to erect another memorial to General Pershing which would deprive all of 
these veterans organizations and others of the use of a fine building which presently 
accomplishes both objectives. 

I strongly urge the Administration to delay any decision on disposition of Pershing Hall 
until all the facts are known, and these facts could be ascertained at a public hearing 
before the Veterans Committee of the House of Representatives and/or the Senate. 

60th ANNIVERSARY *** 1922 - 1982 
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, 'The Honorable Edwin Meese, III 
24 November 1982 
Page 2 

I would be glad to discuss this matter further with you at your convenience and show 
you photographs of this building which document the memorial aspects of it and show 
that the great majority of the space is in fact being used for the purpose intended. 

JMR/gw 

~ : : Mr. Morton Blackwell 

J. Milnor Roberts 
Major General, A US (Ret.) 
Executive Director 
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I O • MVLIO s. KRAJA 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 1 202 861 2711 

THE AMER ICAN LEGION 1608 K STREET, N . W . 

WASHINGTON OFFICE WASHINGTON . 0.C. 20006 

c. 
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D . .\.E~ -REA.-C S June 1982 

~~~~RANDUM TI!RU: Mr. William Cronin 

TO: Mr. Barry Frankel 

FROM: Bernard Duval 

SUBJECT: O\vnership of Pershing Hall, No. 49, rue Pierre Charron, Paris, France 

1. The United States Government is the owner of Pershing Hall. Copies of 
the documents of title were recorded in the registration office of the Seine 
(1st office) on August 10, 1936, Vol. 1222, n. 22 _and 1236. 

2, The Government's grantor was the "American Legion Building Paris, 
Incorpora ted,11 which had acquired the property on June 2S, 1928. 

~. On June S, 1936, the American Legion Building Paris, Inc., by deed, 
transferred the title to the United States Government, which was not 
represented when the deed was drawn. A "suspensive condition" in -chat deed 
was that the sale would become definitive when it will have been accepted by 
the U.S. Government. 

4. On August 3, 1936, Mr. Henry Hollis accepted the property on behalf of 
the United States Government, as evidenced by a document drawn by the ~otaire. 

5, Mr, Henry Hollis had been appointed Special Assistant of t:ie A ttor".1ey 
General for the purpose of approving the form of conveyancing instru~ents and of 
accepting the property. · 

6, By separate instrument, also of record, Solicitor Ge~eral Stanley Reed, 
Acting on behalf of the Attorney General, certified his au:!':ori ty and pm,·e::­
to accept this property on behalf of the United States. 

7. There is no record to my knowledge of any further Federal involvement with 
this property beyond acceptance of ·title: 

a. Neither the General Services Administration nor the Department of 
Justice carries this property on its inventory for management or administrative · 
purposes. (Source: Mr. William Kollins, Land Acq. Section, Land and Natural 
Resources Division in phone call 6/8/82.) 

b. The State Department has no record of the proper-:y. (Source: Mr . John 
Scholl, Foreign Building Operations, Area Officer for Europe, 235-9500.) 



<l 

DA.EN-REA.-C · S June 198 2 
SUBJECT: Ownership of Pershing Hall, No. 49, rue Pierre Charron, ?:::l. r i s, 

France 

c . . The Treasury Department, which administers the fund provided in Public 
Law No. 171, approved June 28, 1935, 74th Congress, 1st Session, has no other 
involvement with the property. (Source·: Mr. Ron Levey, Main Treasury, 
566- 2327.) 

8. In a conversation with Mr. Burt Davis, Judge Advocate of the American 
Legion, on June 4, 1982, I learned that the American Legion has no agreement 
with the United States Government for the operation and maintenance of 
Pershing Hall. There is, however, an operating agreement between the 
"National" American Legion and the American Legion Department, Post 1, in 
Paris, which will terminate on July 5, 19 82. The National American ;{egion 
intends not to renew the operating agreement . 

. --to,~ 
Bernard A. Duval ) 

~7.2-tJ¥91 

2 



RESOLUTION #23 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETI NG 
THE AMERICAN LEGION - 'INDIANAPOLIS~ INDIANA 

MAY 5-6, 1982 

COMMITTEE: INTERNAL AFFAIRS 

SUBJECT: Pershing Hall, Paris, France 

WHEREAS, By virtue of Public Law No. 171 of the 74th Congress, approved June 28, 1935, 
The American Legion is clothed with certain responsibilities with respect to the 
maintenance and perpetuation of Pershing Hall, a Memorial Building loca~ed in Paris, 
France, legal title to which is vested in the Government of the United States; and 

WHEREAS, The American Legion believes that the high order of patriotic reverence due 
our great leader of World War I. General John J, Pershing, can best be perpetuated 
through the acceptance by our National Government of the responsibility for maintaining 
and perpetuating Pershing Hall; and 

WHEREAS, There is presently extant an Operating Agreement known as the "Pershing Hall 
Operating Agreement'' which was executed on 9 May 1960 by and between The American Legion 
as the party of the First Part, and the Department. of France, The American Legion, and 
Paris Post No. 1, Department of France, The American Legion, as Parties of the Second 
Part, which The American Legion is desirous of terminating in order to relieve itself 
of the responsibility referred to in the paragraph next preceding; Now therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the National Executive Committee in regular meeting assembled in Indiana­
polis, Indiana, on May 5-6, 1982, That the National Commander be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to terminate the Pershing Hall Operating Agreement, all as 
provided for under Article V of the said Operating Agreement which contains the 
following language: 

"Either of the parties hereto may terminate this Agreement without cause 
upon sixty (60) days written notice given to the other party by Registered 
Mail at the last and usual mailing address and said Agreement may be termin­
ated by either party for cause at any time during the period of this Agreement, 11 

and be it further, 

RESOLVED, That the National Commander be and he is hereby authorized and directed to 
contact the proper branch and agency of the Government of the United States for the 
purpose of negotiating and effectuating an appropriate and orderly tranfer to, and 
the assumption by, the Government of the United States the responsibility to maintain 
and perpetuate Pershing Hall. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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O!!ioe or Foreign Buildings 
Regional Of'ricc 
Al!)(lrioan Ernb~sy-

Offi oiul Infonnal 
Unclassified Par~s, March 24, 1965 

., ... 
- ·. 

. • #-: 

Dear Torn: 
; .. ~ ·:. ' 
,~l .. :, __ 

Reference ia made to your 1°tter of Marchl7, 1965, 
requesting us to oheok with the registry of!ioe in Parie 
concerning the title to the Pershing Ha.11 propertf 
'.located at 49 rue Pierre Ch.a.rron, Pads., Be. 

We are pleased to report that in checking with thP. : . i. '. 
Bureau des Hypotheques, we have verified that the 2otual ··; 
title document is registered here in Paris. After ' >-; :' 
vi ewing the title document in the Nlgistry office we_ '; '. 
have written a letter today requesting thnt photostatio ; 

f ~ • 

copies be made of all the pertinent doouments so that ··· 
•· . ; 

these may be transmitted to the D~pa.rtment within the ·· . :· : . 
next two weeks. Mennwhile, and for your information 
e.re notes t!'.1.ken from the title document: 

a) T'ne building was purchased on the 25th of June · 
1928 by the "American Legi-on Building Paris 
Incorporated: !or the sum of Fre.nos-3,500,000. 

b) The plot has a.;- are 11. of 540 square m~ters 
(5,810 square f ,:~ t) improve d by a IDMi < on . 

o) On the jt,h of ~'.' me 1936, the "American ...,ebi .- ,, 
Building Paris . .,-_ ~orporated" transferred th~ 

·· tl!:_!E:.._~~~~-~~ =i.tes Oovernm~;;t whi~-~ 
wa.a not represented wh2n t~w:rr.s__ 
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d) The deed w~s executed by Franqois Ernest Drake, - :· - · 

Commandew de la Legion d 1Honneur and . . , 
· .. Clyde I. ;_ ake, both residing 49 rue Pierre I J '-~ 

• 1' 1 ·•· -•. 

Charron iT, the premises. FORE/Gil BUILDINGS OP . ': ~--: 
£RAT/Ort . . 

Fra.n90 .... s .t::rnest Drake was President a.'"ld W:/if< ·. g :: :: ; · 
Clyde I. Drake was secretary o! a company 1, : 

tt - l 

called Amer~oan Legion Building Paris DEPARTM[Ni O i · · 
Incorporated' -with head office at Wilming1. .:, , F STATE ., · 
Deh.wa.re, ei;ti,.bliohed a.ocording to the l&w:-. of · 
~hs Sate of Dol~w~r~ with orricea 1n Parlo. 
49 rue Piflrre Ch.Arron. : I 

I. 

Mr. Thom.a.s F. Flaherty, 
. ' -

Area. Otriocl' !or EUR, Foreign Buildinks Opet's.tions, 
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· ··'· · •.••_.· ·-~) .' The latest ti tlo deed 
Volume 1222/22 on the 
at the Paris registry 
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1e rcgietered in 
10th of Augus~ 1936 
office. 

·, / 
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t) . In tho deed it ie stated that the building 
had been sold to the Government or the 
United States (not present). 

'." •· 

On the )f,d o! August 1936, the Notaire, 
Maitre Revel, drew ru1other dooument oteting 
thnt Mr. Henry F, Hollis, 39 Avenue George V, 
·Paris, Be,, Lnwyer, having all the powers to 
act in the name of . the Attorney ~eneral o! 
the United States and has the qualif.1oat1 ons · 
to accept the deed for the acccn.mt of the 
Government, took title. , 

For your infonnation, Maitre Revel at Rue des . 

..... · 

'; · . . 

Pyramides, Paris, ler,, wat the N'otaire (lawyer) who· •· 
~cted both in 1928 and 1936 as ~entioned in a) and 

.. 

. 

. . . ' 

o) above. 

In accordance with French law, the origiruo.l and 
only signed title document rcrrains wfth the ~ire. 
Therfotaire;-fnt.niscnse,---y.fal: tre Revel, in turn-T;-;ued 

neoessa.ry amount.of certified copies. 

Therefore, the µ-iotosta.tic copies of the title 
deed a."1d the related douuments for q9 rue Pierre Charron 
which will be made by t he tegistry office will carry their 
officitl seal certifying the authenticity of the title 
If the certified copy which does not have the signatures 
on it is not satisfactory from the Department's legal 
point of view, then we will try to obtain i:hotostatic 
copies of the signed original from the Notaire. W£> h.av~ , · 
tlrea.dy tried this approach with the Notaire and hnve been ·. 
informed that, in vi ew of th~: tiroe lapse, some r 2search 
of their files will be necessary, if we have to have it. - -=· • 
However, it, upon perusing the certified copy from the 
registry office you still find . that a certified copy of •;· . .. 
the Notaire 1 s signed original is required, we are :.· . 

reasonably sure that we can obtain one ,giving sufficient •· . 
time to do so • . 

. 'With beet peraozu.l reg.u-ds, 
, ..... 

~ , .. , · . .. 
, . . , · ..... 
: .., ._ .. ·.··:' .:. . 
. . . - ~ .· .; . . .- . 

·­. . · .. · ,·· . 
... , -. 

Sinoer6ly yours, · 

~- . 
'.: . ~ :~.: :.~ ... -: .. ;' .· 

., Regla\tu ~oreign Building& ·Offloor . :.' -~·. .. . . - :•· ... · ;': . ' ::· . .( . 
. · ·; .:·> : ·.-· :-i : .• ·.·•.. . ••. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 2, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR FLO RANDOLF 

FROM: MARK LOVEDAY 

SUBJECT: Pershing Hall, Paris 

Title 

Title to this Building rests with the United States Government: 

June 25, 1928 Purchased by American Legion Building 
Paris Inc. 

August 10, 1935 Transferred to United States Government 
by deed. 

Although the Government was unrepresented when the deed was 
drawn, the document contained· a "suspe_ns_ive condition" that 
would make the transfer definitive on its acceptance by the 
Government. The property was accepted by Mr. Henry Hollis 
( Special Assistant of the Attorney General} on behalf 
of the Government prior to ·registration of the deed, 
The property is held in trust for the American Legion. 

Federal Involvement 

1. Neither the GSA nor the Dept. of Justice ~ave records of 
this property on their inventory for management or 
administrative purposes. 

2. The State Dept. has no record of P~rshing Hall. 

3. The Treasury, although involved in the _purchase, has no 
other involvement with the property. 

American Legion Involvement 

On June 28, 1935 Congress gave the American Legion certain 
responsibilities to maintain the building. 
In 1939 and 1958 operating agreements were signed between 
the American Legion, the American Legion Department of France 
and its Paris Post No. 1. · 



• C 

Pershing Hall/ Cont. 

The latter agreement · .. en'ded - on· July · 5, '. -i982. 

In May the American Legion Convention ~n Indianapolis voted to 
terminate the agreement for operating the Hall. They are now 
attempting to transfer the responsibility for maintenance of 
Pershing Hall to the Federal authorities. 

cc. Elizabeth H. Dole 
Morton C. Blackwell 
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* WASHINGTON OFFICE * 1608 'K• STREET, N. W. * WASHINGTON, O. C. 20006 * 

OFrlCC OF THE 

NATIONAL COMMANDER 

Mr. Edwin Meese, 
Counselor to the 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Meese: 

I II 
President 

20500 

September 10, 1982 

I respectfully request the opportunity to meet with you 
for thirty minutes on a -very pressing problem to The American 
Legion. My election as National Commander in late August 
gives me vast responsibilities which I must address. The 
issuer wish to discuss with you is the Pershing Hall in Paris, 
France. It is important that I brief you on our position on 
this matter and, further, that I report to my National Executive 
Committee on October 13th. I hope that it will be possible to 
meet with you. Any of the following dates are open for me to 
be at your office: 

September 27, 28, 29 
October 4, 5, 6 

I will be accompanied by our National Adjutant Robert W. 
Spanogle and Executive Director Mylio S. Kraja, both of whom you 
have met with on previous occasions on other matters. Mr. Kraja 
will be available to your secretary for the arrangements. Our 
telephone number in Washington, D.C. is 861-2711. 

Sincerely yours, 

a l(dfuf. 
AL KELLER, JR. 
National Commander 



PROPERTY REVIEW BOARD 
17th & PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N .W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20500 

November 29, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR MORTON BLACKWELL 

FROM: BRUCE SELFON 

SUBJECT: Pershing Hall - Paris 

I appreciate your offer of assistance as the public liaison 
on the future of Pershing Hall. As we have discussed, I 
intend to explore with the Federal agencies a plan to dispose 
of the existing office building. Then, we would apply the 
proceeds to build or develop a fitting memorial to General 
Pershing in Paris. Since I do not have any experience in 
Veterans Affairs, it will be very helpful to have your help 
in coordinating the proposal for a new memorial. 

On Tuesday at 10:00 in my office (Room 497), the senior 
State Department and Justice Department representatives will 
meet to discuss our plan. Attending will be Assistant 
Secretary of State Tracy and Deputy Assistant Attorney 
General Schiffer. If you are able, I hope you will attend. 

cc: Edwin L. Harper 
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. f) '• THIS WILL SERVE TO ADvisE ' YOU' THAT THE AMERICAN LEGION WILL NOT t. 
! I •, 

·,. 
,• . ATTEt\D THE MEETING YOU _HAVE ,SCHEDLn..ED FOR THIS AFTERNOON CON~ER_NI NG 

C F£R G HALL THE ISSUE IS CLEAR THE US GOVERNMENT HAS TITLE TO 

PERSHING H HE AMERICAN LEGION ,. HAS REQUESTEO THAT ·IT BE ·AB.SCLVED 

l ·(:' . BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, FROM FURTHER RESPONSIBILITY OF MAI NTAI NI NG AND 
W.U, t20t •SF (R6•69) 
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,,:. , '' , f£R F£TUAT ING THE BUILD I NG. NO CONGRESSIONAL ACTION IS REQUIRED TO 
\ . , - ' 

· ·:: ., ACCOMPLISH THIS ACT THIS ENTIRE MATTER WAS CALLED TO THE ,ATTENTION .OF 

, MR MEESE· IN WR IT ING ON OCT 4 19E2,: AT WHICH I TI ME WE FUR NI SHED TO HIM 
' 

"A COMPLETE HIST CRY OF THE PERSHING HALL MATTER, AND ALSO FURNISHED TO 

', HIM DOCUMENI'S WHICH RELATED ,TO OUR FUTILE AND F'RUSTRATI NG EFFORTS TO 

,:;;;;;_ WIVE THE U.S. GOVERMYJENT ASSUME ITS RESPONSIBILITY FOR PERSHING HALL • • . ' 

j J • .. ,,. ' ' · TO D~TE, THERE HAS NEVER 1BEEN 
1

A RESPONSE TO OUR LETTER OF OCT 4 1982 ' 
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, 1 IT IS NOJJ REQUESTED , IN THE STRONGEST TERMS, THAT THE U.S. GOVER NNlENT 

f") 

I 

srop ffiOO:t~STINATING AID ASSUME ITS' DUTY BY ISSUING A LETTER TO THE 

AMERICAN LEGION, REL IE;VI NG US .OF THE FURTHER RESPONSIBILITY OF 

MAINTAINING AND OPERATING PER_SHING HALL. 

r , ROPERT W SPANOGLE NATIONAL ADJUTANT 
' W.U. 1201·SF (R~811) .,. 
~-~~~- :u<: 1,.- le- ( li;.4,,.,•, -/-,~·-~$ h-,a,Z~..,·,·, ,( ,__,~, r",t,-.jt--- •-.-~_,, 

".j 

--



0 ·O 0 

ln '\O 
ISi 

l.rJ (S} ~ 

z ~ (S) ~. r ·" 
0 f-, 

"1 
H E§ u 
C.!J Cl v 
LrJ z 
--1 z . 

tn 0 
. 

z f-, 
<T. ~ (.) ~ ln H ...... a; 

~ 
00 :r.: w "' 
lS) U) z tO 
c.o <C 00 :z $. 

d' ~ z llj 
(\) :z - .... 0 

N .--., , l -:S 
,t ~ 

() c(~ 0 {) 0 (J ) () t ' J V 



► 

PERSHING HALL N PARIS 

About a year ago, the American Legion determined that they 

want to withdraw from management of Pershing Hall in Paris. 

The building was built p~rsuant to U.S. statute as a memorial 

to General Pershing in the 1930's. It is a large building 

which serves the American community in Paris in a variety of 

ways. Many U.S. groups use the group for their Paris 

meetings. 

The American Legion national office became embroiled 

in controversies with their Paris Post 1, which uses 

Pershing Hall as its headquarters. Rather than cope with 

their rebellious Post 1 and thereby become involved in 

alleged scandals involving misuse of the building, the 

national American Legion hoped to get the U.S. government, 

which owns title to the building, to assume all responsibility 

for the building. 

Top leaders of the Legion met with Ed Meese, who promised 

to conduct an investigation. The State Department reported 

that the building is well kept by the ad hoc group which 

now operates it in defiance of the national Legion office. 

An illegal slot machine is in operation and there are 

allegations of other misuse. : State prefers that the building 
not be sold but should continue to serve U.S. groups in Paris. 

The Justice Department says that the statute which authorized 

the building and put the American Legion in charge must 

be changed before any U.S. agency could take permanent charge 

of the building. 



U.S. 
The/Property Review Board, chaired by Ed Harper, has ~xxexei 

obtained offers from the Veterans of Foreign Wars and 

the Reserve Officers Association, both of which make , . 

regular use of Pershing Hall fa~ilities. These two groups 

are willing to mesi~HaxexxxHsxees participate in a 

new foundation which would operate Pershing Hall. i,'The 

American Legion has not expressed a similar willingness. 

The Legion position is that they do not want to talk 

further with us on this subject until the government 

assumes full responsibility for the building. %His Justice 

Department says the government cannot E~X¥ do this and 

that a statutory change is needed. 

At present, the Justice Department, the State Department, 

RHN the Property Review Board, the Veterans of Foreign Wars 

and the Reserve Officers Association are agreed xkax 

on this solution: by statute, the Battlefield Monuments 
Pershing Hall 

Commission will be given ownership of/xkex&Hix«iR~ and 
the building will be operated by 
a new foundation, EODl.~~seix~xx controlled by the VFW, the 

ROA, and~xixxxkR¥HX other interested groups including 

the American Legion if they are willing. 

~u,'e. w f]c>o..,,.~ Ht.<5 c ~v.5c c9-/ 

~, ~c!)~ ~ Ad J,1---\ .,'\ ,'>f~+'c--)/{ _ 

L, \;.__1sc•<vt -

Mc/I h (/\ (3 I tA. ck u e: /( oT /ff[j)ff,'c..c of p.,., <> } '' c 

I 5 o u v I 12,., f L'r1A.. ~ v ~.:!-er ~s 5 //' cJ '-' I's, 




