Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: Blackwell, Morton: Files
Folder Title: Pershing Hall, Paris
Box: 45

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/diqgital-library

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/



https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/

PROPERTY REVIEW BOARD

17th & PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20500

November 30, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR THOMAS TI
ASSISTAN"
FOR Al

STUART S(
DEPUTY A
CIVIL

FROM: BRUCE SEI

SUBJECT: Future o:

The purpose of this memorandum is to recap our meeting

today on the future of Pershing Hall, Paris. The Property
Review Board staff will serve as the central clearing house
for the coordination of Executive Branch activities on the
future of Pershing Hall. We have agreed that a suitable
memorial to General Pershing must be maintained in Paris.

It appears that, at this point, a number of questions exist
about the status of the current tenants of Pershing Hall.
Therefore, it was agreed that, as a first step, the Depart-
ment of State will undertake a thorough survey of the
property. This survey will include the identification and
legal status (leasehold or otherwise) of the existing occu-
pants of the property as well as a physical examination of
the premises and the use to which they are being put as a
memorial to General Pershing. The State Department indicated
that this report would be completed by January 15 and, after
review by the Department of Justice, forwarded to me.

The Department of Justice will continue its legal review of
the responsibilities and obligations of the United States
government as the title holder of the premises. One course
of action that may be pursued is the disposal of the existing
property and relocation of a memorial to General Pershing
elsewhere in Paris using the proceeds from the disposal.

me

n to
prepare the necessary legal background material tor the
possible termination of the tenancy of some or all of the
present occupants of Pershing Hall. Justice will also
develop any necessary legislative proposal if the memorial
to General Pershing is relocated.

t will m 1t It g -
once the premises have been made vacant or satisfactory
arrangements have been made with any remaining tenants.




The State Depar’ ent representatives s zed that their 1 ¢ >n-

sibilities would be of an interim nature, pending the eventual

transfer or disposal of Pershing Hall. If it appears that the

disposal of Pershing Hall will not be the course of action, it

was stated that it would be inappropriate for State to function
as a permanent property manager.

For our part, we will, with the assistance of Morton Blackwell,
handle liaison with the various Veterans' organizations in
discussions on the future of Pershing Hall. We will also s <
to reach an understanding with the Hill on the future of
Pershing Hall and the use of proceeds from any disposal of the
building. In addition, we will urge the American Legion, as
the former manager of the property, to provide what written
records they can to the Justice Department to assist in cl ar-
ing up the present situation.

I greatly appreciate your cooperative attitude toward the
resolution of the situation. Once the State Department survey
has been completed, I think we will need to meet again and
assess the next steps based on the facts before us.

Please let me know if you have any comments on our respective
responsibilities, as outlined in this memo.

cc: Edwin Harp -
Morton Blackwell
















As to "creaming" any of the profits, the accounting is
simple, it consists of rental contributions that come in and go
~+% in expenses for upkeep, maintenance, taxes, salaries and
uvilities, and eventually capital repairs.

We wei audited by the GAO in 1962 and came out like a rose,
and more recently by the IRS, we furnished the latter with our
accounts and have heard nothing since.

Frankly, I think that once more there is confusion with the
Post, and Richmond in his dementia is after them.

" 2 Post has had tax problems with the French, which I
solved, by obtaining forgiveness for the past, and financial problems
with suppliers, which our Secretary-Treasurer Spur z2on C. BOYD, by
gett: ; a concessionnaire in to run their restaurant 1d bar, has
solved. Neither of us did this as officers of the Post, but because
we could not tolerate such a situation within the building.

Colonel Boyd called Washington yesterday and spoke to the
Legion Legislative office, and ther to the Legion Judg Advocate
in Indianapolis.

Unless these people are fibbing, which is possible, the
Washington office seems to say that they themselves have no
objection to the Foundation.

The Judge Advocate was perhaps less clear, and apparently said
that he was hoping for a determination from the Federal Government
within a week as to the destiny of the building.

Where Mr. Meese's office and Louis KRichmond fit into this, I
cannot guess.

But I would reiterate that what we hope for is a divorce from
tY Le¢ >n, d that seemed to be their desire, too, with the building
primarily dedicated to veterans, while they last, and to the community.

I am going to contact the USU in wWashington, who have as much
space as the Post has in the building, and more importantly, Mrs. Meese,
who is a member of their Board of Governors, to see what we can do
there.

t Wi ) 1
Louis Hichmond and forward it to you.

I am genuinely sorry that this incident, which I have difficulty
in gaging, took place, and at a loss to understand why this man gets
such an audience.

We much appreciate your patience and help in this matter,

Sincereli;///i:
oot

-

B[RRI M PARTER




EXHIBIT I

This is a copy of a lettef written to John R. WOOD, US Consul and
member of the operating committee of Pershing Hall from a French
attorney obviougsly charged with handling the Paris-Match affair.

In essence it says:

Dear Sir,

I am pleased to have just received your letter.
According to the desire which you have expressed, I am
eager to direct your attention to the following points:

1) Could the American Legion, having only the right to
occupy the building which belongs to the US Government

- after the information furnished in your letter - dispose
of space in the building to a third party without
authorization by the US Government?

(As he understands, the decision made by Mr. Woods and
associates is that:) '

Everything depends upon the statutes of the National
American Legion and American legislation.

2) It seems to me that it would be wise to seek also,
authorization from the French tax authorities. The building
is not sheltered from taxation, although it is owned by a
foreign government, because it is not used by the American
Embassy for governmental purposes.

In the following paragraphs, Paris-Match accepts responsibility
to recognize the status of the building as non-profit and
to respect the premises by isolating their personal taxes.

In lieu of a formal contract, a Gentlemen's Agreement was
1 le between Pai " tch 1d the it )
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18, RUE DE MAUBEWUGE
TEL : TRUDAINE 2
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¢
Monsieur John R.'OOD
Consul des Ztats-Unis
Avenue Gabriel
- P4RIS -

#wonsieur le Consul,

1
J'ai l'honneur de vous accuser récen-
tion de votre lettre, que je recois a l'instant.

Selon le désir par Vous exprimé, je
m'empr:sse d'zttirer votre ztiention sur les points suivantz

1°- Les AMNCIZNS CCyBATTANTS AMERICETNS
n'ayant qu'un droit d'occupation sur 1l'immeuble appartenant
au Gouvernement des Etats-Unis - d'apres les renseignements
fournis par votre lettre - peuvent-ils disposer du d: im-

meuble en faveur d'un tiers, sans y €.re autorisés par le
dit Gouvernement ?

Tout dévend des statuts de 1l'Associa-
tion des Anciens Combattants et de la législation Américain=z

2°- 11 me semble gu'il serait prudent,
si tel est égnlement votre =2vis, de soumettre Drealablﬂmont
ce cas au Quai d'Orsay, afin d'&tire exprsssiment autorisés
& rettre le dit local, & l=2 diswmosition de Paris-latch.

L'acquisition d'un immeuble par un pays
Etrzanger ne crée pas ioso facto, au profit de cet Zmmeuble,
1'immunité.Dinlometicue, celle-ci n'existera que lorsque
1'immsuble serz affecté au service de 1'Ambassade de 1'Ctat.

ol gue .ar ¢ h reconn: ¢ -
territorialité de 1l'immeuble et rencnce & se faire prévatoir
des lois Frangaises; il serait & craindre qu'en cas de con-
testztion éventuelle, les actes se référant a cet immeuble
soient considérés, non pas comme revitant le ' caractére-

dtactes de puissance publique, m:is comme de simples actes



¢ gestion, : trouvant soumis & 1l'z.nlicstion de¢ lof
et appréciztion des Tribunaus [rang¢ais.,

3°- De toute fagon, 11 serait prudent d'exiger
de Paris-latch, qu'il prenne & sz2 charge tous impdts présents
et futurs, a2insi que toutes taxes Tunicipales, ou zutres,
incombant normalement aux Proprictaires de 1l'immeuble, ou &
1'A:sociation des Anciens Combattants, occupante du dit im-
meuble. T

_ Je suis certain que Paris-iatich, obtiendrait
fucilement 1l'autorisati 1 du Quai d! , et accepterzait
suvnporter les impdts & 12 charge du Fropriétaire,

J'espére cué. vous arriverez facilement & applanir
ces difficultés, quoicqu'il en soit, je reste toujours & vot*re
disposition, '

Et vous prie de croire, Fonsieur le Consul, a
l'expression de mes; sentiments distingués et bien dévoués,

o

SN
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EXHIBIT II

This is a copy of a telegram received by LeRoy SHAW then
Secretary of the committee from Sedley PECK of the American
Legion National. It was found in our files en Paris-Match and
dated . 4.5 1956.
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GRATUIT. Le facteur doit délivrer un recéplné & souche ;
lorsqu'il est chargé de recouvrer une taxe.
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This is a copy of a letter addressed to LeRoy A. SHAW then
Secretary of the committee containing the statement from the
French tax authorities that any taxes imposed upon Paris-Match
as a commercial entity will not effect the non-profit status of
Perehing Hall. More precisely, no tax imposed on Paris-Match
will be directed to the operating committee.
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MINISTERE DES FINANCES raric,le i .
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LE DIRECTEUR GENERAL
DESQMPGTS

nonsieur,

~Your répomire au desir gue vous uvez expriué dans votre leitre
du 14 mai 1950, j'al 1'liomueur de vous coniirmer que les faciliites
cousentiies & 1'hiebdomadazire baltls-buaCid, en metvtent & sa disposition
& titre provisoire des locsux mus aux 4e et He eiggces de l'imcuble
cue l'american legion occupe 49, ruc sierre Charron a rails et qui
eppar-ient eu souvernecienit des niuls-Urds, ne sont susceptibles de
do.ner lieu & l'eicbli_ssenent d'aucun impot direc. au nom ae votre
or el saiione '

]

Je vous yrie d'sgreer, mo.sieur, l'assurance de s cousicerstion
istinguées

I 13
H
[
[#]
o

Lo SHAW
e f1Cal iuulCn
rue rierre vharron,
' Fards.
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‘The Honorable Edwin Meese, III

24 November 12

Page 2

I would be glad to discuss this matter further with you at your convenience and show
you photographs of this building which document the memorial aspects of it and show
that the great majority of the space is in fact being used for the purpose intended.

Cordiall

J. Milnor Roberts
Major General, AUS (Ret.)

Executive Director
JMR/gw

v’occ: Mr. Morton Blackwell

- - -
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D EA-C 3 June 1982

MEMORANDUM THRU: Mr. William Cronin
TO: Mr. Barry Frankel
FROM: Bernard Duval

SUBJECT: Ownership of Pershing Hall, No. 49, rue Pierre Charron, Paris, France

1. The United States Government is the owner of Pershing Hall. Copies of
the documents of title were recorded in the registration office of the Seine
(1st office) on August 10, 1936, Vol. 1222, n. 22 and 1236.

2, The Government's grantor was the '"American Legion Building Paris,
Incorporated, which had acquired the property on June 25, 1928.

5. On June 5, 1936, the American Legion Building Paris, Inc., by deed,
transferred the title to the United States Government, which was not
represented when the deed was drawn. A ”suspensive condition' in that deed
was that the sale would become definitive when it will have been accepted by
the U. S. Government.

4. On August 3, 1936, Mr. Henry Hollis accepted the property on behalf of
the United States Government, as evidenced by a document drawn by the Notaire.

S. Mr. Henry Hollis had been appointed Special Assistant of the Attorney
General for the purpose of approving the form of conveyancing instruments and of
accepting the property.

6. By separate instrument, also of record, Solicitor General Stanley Reed,
Acting on behalf of the Attorney General, certified his authority and power
to accept this property on behalf of the United States.

7. There is no record to my knowledge of any further Federal involvement with

this property beyond acceptance of title:

Justice _______ e pepmm ey e, __ rative
purposes. (Source: Mr. Wllllam Kollins, Land Acq. Sectlon Land and Natural
Resources Division in phone call 6/8/82. )

b. The State Department has no record of the property. (Source: Mr. John
Scholl, Foreign Building Operations, Area Officer for Europe, 235-S500.)

Ve \
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SUBJECT: Ownership of Persning Hall, No. 49, rue Pierre Cha
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c. The Treasury Department, which administers the fund provided in Public
Law No. 171, approved June 28, 1935, 74th Congress, lst Session, has no other
involvement with ttI property. (Source: Mr. Ron Levey, Main Treasury,
566-2327.)

8. In a conversation with Mr. Burt Davis, Judge Advocate of the American
Legion, on June 4, 1982, I learned that the American Legion has no agreement
with the United States Government for the operation and maintenance of
Pershing Hall. There is, however, an operating agreement between the
'""National" American Legion and the American Legion Department, Post 1, in
Paris, which will terminate on July S5, 1982. The National American Fegion
intends not to renew the operating agreement.

N W

Bernard A. Duval
G?:-a‘/q/)
















Pershines Hall / Cont.

The latter agreement ended on July 5, 1982,

In May the American Legion Convention in Indianapolis voted to
terminate the agreement for operating the Hall. They are now
attempting to transfer the responsibility for maintenance of

I -shing Hall to the Federal authorities.

cc. Elizabeth H. Dole
Morton C. Blackwell




































