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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 8, 1982

TO: Morton
FROM: - Kathy
RE: " Interagency Group on POW/MIA Affairs

Our office is involved with this because they are now
implementing a £ " scale r “lic informal ' >n program
which is being coordinated by this inter-agency group
so that people don't go off in all directions on thig issue.

Attached is a copy of the outline of the proposed approach.

In summary, they wish to incor rate whenev r possible the
MIA issue in speeches and stat =2ants given by USG officials,
including the President. 1ey are working to promote

2solutions and articles by veterans and service oxganizations
and to increase covel ge by private industry/government
contractors in their publications and other media releases.
They re working for nationwide support for National POW/MIA
Recognition Day in July. -

The above is what applies to our office to help with.

Attached also is the Department of State's draft of the
official statement. If we have anything to add oxr subtract,
we need to let them know by the end of the week.

The National League of Fal lies is heading the public
awareness effort and Ann Griffiths has prepared a media
kit which will be sent to all Congressmen and Senators and
major news publications,

Also, at the meeting this morning Deputy Assistant Secretary
of Defense for East Asia and Pacific Affairs, Richard Armitage,
reported on the recent POW/MIA Mission to Hanoi. He described
the team he had assembled - all people with expertise on

history and culture and show understanding of the Vietnamese
humanitarian nature. They showed tl complete commitment of

the Reagan Administration to this issue, and stressed the
American people's commitment and concern of a humanitarian nature
to this issué. They did not receive any agreement in writing
from Hanoi, but Hanoi did agree in principle to visit the USG
identification base in Honolulu and to hold discussions to
initiate a joint search for remains.










USG POW/MIA

Public Informati~n Program

The objective of a public information program on
POW/MIA affairs should be t )»-fold: first, to aid in the
resolution of the problem through obtaining the

coof :ation of the Vietn:é 2se and Lao governments in . -

rcounting for missing Americans; and, second, to increas
U.S. public awareness of the dimensions of the POW/MIA
issue. : -

The program must be factually based to be- credible
domestically and internationally. Should it appear to be -
erely a propaganda exercise, or principally
recriminatory, it would undermine our efforts to convince
the Vietnamese and Lao governments that this is a  matter
of 3:rious substantive concern which we are determined to
resolve. Only a factual, unemotional and non-rhetorical
program can attract international support and bring
international and domestic public pressure to bear on the
governments of Vietnam and Laos.

The POW/MIA public awareness program must be a
coordinated effort among all <concerned adencies and
organizations which deal in matters associated with
POW/MIA's and be integrated with ongoing U.S. diplomatic
initiatives/efforts.

Proposed Approach:

1) Incorporate MIA issue in speeches: and statements
by highest 1level USG officials. State, Defense and NSC
officials with POW/MIA responsibilities should endeavor to
include the issue often, as appropriate, in speeches given
by their principals, including the President. and
Secretaries of State and Defense.

2) Press statements and interviews on MIA issue 1}
high and working-level USG officials. We should attempt
to arrange regular interviews by a policy-level official.

3) Congressional staffers will ensure continuing
Cor tonal att ition =~ 1 ¥/F7A

4) Issuance of GIST paper by Department of State
(draft attached).

5) Raise the i sue of POW/MIA accounting with the UN
Human Rights Commission and other appropriate UN bodies.




6) Resolutions and articles by patriotic service
organizations in their publications and other edia
releases.

7) USG should. work to increase coverage of - the

POW/MIA T 3sue by private industry/government contractors

in their industry publications.

8) Support for National POW/MIA Recognition ‘Day.




AGENDA

TNTERAGENCY GROUP ON PNw /MIA AFFAIRS
Macrvil 8, 1o ..

1. Report on PW/MIA Mission to Hanoi--I

2. Implementation of Public Information Program
--Follow-up to Armitage Mission
--Involvement of UN Agencies --State/IO, Acting DASD Wilcox
--Reports on Implementation

3. DIA Briefing
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_ Interagency Group

Page 2

One further clarification was distributed in the "Department of Defense
Policy on PW/MIA Accounting, ' though uncoordinated within the IAG. To

quote the July 8, 1981, document,

the Defense Department is involved in

"active participation as a member of the ad hoc PW/MIA interagency group
to coordinate and formulate initiatives designed to promote progress in

PW/MIA accounting. "

INTERAGENCY GROUP MEMBERS

Ics

Col. Lee Elwell, USMC

0JCS/J5, East Asia

Pentagon, 2E973

Washington, D.C. 20301
(Tel: 695-3289)

MGEN Daryl Tripp, USAF

0OJCS/J5

Pentagon, 2E996

Washington, D, C., 20301
(Tel: 697-1887)

N

L1C Richard Childress, USA

NSC Staff

Old EOB, Room 392

Washington, D.C. 20506
(Tel: 395~3576)

Dob

Honorable Richard Armitage

DAS/ISA

Pentagon, 4E817

Washington, D.C. 20301
(Tel: 697-2307)

RADM Donald Jones, USN

Deputy Director, OSD/ISA/EAP

Pentagon 4C837

Washington, D.C. 203(
(Tel: 695~ 4175,)

- LTC Jehn -Fex, USAF

- OSD/ISA, POW/MIA Affairs

1
(Tel: 695 4133)
DIA LT
RADM Allan G. Pa.ulson, USN
DIA/DC
Pentagon, 2D921
Washington, D.C. 20301
(Tel: 695-7188)

STATE
Honorable Dan O'Donahue
Department of State, Room 6208
Washington, D, C. 20520

(Tel: 632-3586)
Mr. Desaix Anderson

State Department Room 6317

'WashmJg-to 20520

632 3132)

Ms. Barbara Harvey
State Department, Room 6317
Washington, D, C. 20520
(Tel: 632-3132)
CONGRESS
Mr. Bill Barnds, Staff Director
Asian & Pacific Affairs Subcommittee
707 HOB Annex 1
Washington, D.C. 20515
(Tel: 225-3044)
Mr. David Frank
Subcommittee on Asian & Pacific Affairs
707 HOB Annex 1
Washipgton, D.C. 20515
‘ (Tel: 225-3044)
Mr. Vance Hyndman
Committee on Foreign Affairs
2170 Rayburn HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515
(Tel: 225-5021)

LEAGUE OF FAMILIES

oo .
Washington, D.C. 20006
(Tel: 223-6846)
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NATIONAL ' TAGUE OF FAMILIES
OF AME CAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST S
1608 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 (202 2236846

INTERAGENCY GROUP

The POW/MIA Interagency Group (IAG) was established in January 1980,
and is comprised of representatives of the Office of the Secretary of
Defense/International Security Affairs, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the
Defense Intelligence Agency, the Department of State, the National Security
Council, the White House Office of Public Liaison, the House Foreign
Affairs Committee and the National League of Families.

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs

Dan O'"onahue, is the current chairman. The vice chairman is Rear
Admiral Donald S. Jones, USN, Director for East Asia and Pacific Region,
International Security Affairs, Department of Defense. Lt, Colonel John
Fer, USAF, Principal Advisor to the Secretary of Defense for POW/MIA
Affairs, serves as the group's secretary.

The purpose of the IAG is -

...to review and assess current events and policies
...to consider future direction/policy to resolve the POW/MIA
problem

The purpose was explicitly outlined by the individual who was chiefly respon-
sible for establishing the IAG, General Richard L. Lawson, USAF, ina

June 28, 1980, speech to the National League of Families. In discussing the
IAG, General Lawson stated, '"Our objective at this time is to develop and
articulate a current policy aimed toward obtaining Vietnamese cooperation.
The JCS took the lead in this regard and just yesterday approved a proposed
POW/MIA policy position, developed in consultation with the Executive Dir-
ector, for use as a basis for interagency addressal of U.S. government POW/
MIA policy. This will be a continuing effort until a fully coordinated policy is
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"As we look to the future, I see a continued effort to get irrefutable evidence
on live U.S. prisoners. I would also expect to see development of a range of
options for how we might best utilize the accumulating data. "
























