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WHTTE,_HOUSE

For obvious reasons it would enhance the awareness campaign to have
the President raising the subject of PW/MIAs from time to time. How-
ever, it is also necessary that the President's advisors be properly
'i “ed on the isst so they are up to date and fully understand the
value in presidential involvement. In particular, President Reagan
has had a longstanding interest and involvement from the days he was
governor of California. At one point in the early 70's Mrs. Reagan
wrote a newspaper column and donated her salary to the League's
fort.

It is strongly recommended that Mrs. Dole, Judge Clark, Messrs ! e,
Deaver and Baker receive intelligence briefings from DIA and other

pertinent data so they are fully aware of the government and prix te
efforts on the issue and can keep the President informed of important

wwelopments.

{ N* AWARWNESS PROGRAM

I Look for opportunities for presidential involvement. Specifically,
July 9th, National POW/MIA Recognition Day; July 10th, the League's

13th Annual Meeting; November 1llth, Veteran's Day and dedication
of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial and January ZZEh, the 10th

Anniversary of the signing of the Paris agreements.

II Provide statements ! s3ed on current ¢ ta to the speech wrif

to be included in remarks on occasions such as listed above.

On other occasions such as Christmas, Thanksgiving and patriotic
holidays, a sentence or two should be submitted for inclusion

III Arrange for officials of the League to meet with the President
for a substantive discussion of the issue. (To date Reagan is
the only president who has not met with the League leadership.)

























POW NTNNER: Hold a dinner serving t: .cal POW foods. This event can

we l.o.. as a community € 2nt in a part g lot or public building. It
can also be held as a society affair with black tie, etc. Publicity for
this type of event can be obtained through the food editor at the local
newspaper and by radio and TV.

FT.OWRR QHOWS: A local garden club may wish to host a flower show, with
a+s arraugements having a patriotic th-—2:. Each try could be in honor
of a local POW/MIA. Entry donations can be contributed to the League of
POW/MIA Families.

AUCTIONS: Auctions are an excellent way to raise money and make the
public aware of the missing men. Yard sales sponsored by individuals
or organizations are also good fund raising vehicles and promote the issue.

PAR™™7TS: Participate in local parades. Floats depicting POWs in cap-
tiviey can be made or other displays using the "Don't Let Them Be For-
gotten" tI e.

SPARTS EVENTS: Contact the public relations person for major and minor
lcayue sports teams in the area. Ask them to devote a half time to the
POW/MIAs, a minute of silent prayer just prior to the singing of the
National Anthem or flash a message on the scoreboard.

MAROTEES: Many shopping malls, gas stations, fast food restaurants, etc.
have warquees. Ask them to put a message on their marquee about POW/MIAs.
The marquee can call attention to local MIAs or carry a general message
such as appears on the League's billboards.

RESOITMMION<- Urge adoption of resolutions in support of the POW/MIAs at
all ievels uf an organization. Encourage city, county and state govern-
ments to pass similar resolutions.

CAND. LIGHTING CEREMONY: Hold a special ceremony in honor of the missing
men, using candles, special music and prayer. Work through a local church
or military base.

Fund raising note - For those who sponsor projects that also raise funds
for the National League of Families, please convert any cash to checks
before sending it to the office. The League is a non-profit charity,
tax exempt #23-7071242, incorporated in the District of Columbia. Funds
raised support efforts to obtain the release of all POWs, the accounting
for all those still missing and repatriation of the remains of those who
died servir~- out nation.




NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES
OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
1608 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006  (202) 223-6846

March 3, 1982

Mr. Robert Nimmo
Administrator

Veterans Administration
810 V' 'mont Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20420

Dear Mr. Nimmo:

On January 19, 1982, the Interagency Group on POW/MIAs (IAG)
unanimously adopted the concept of promoting public awareness on

the POW/MIA issue. The IAG, comprised of representatives of the
Defense and State Departments, Defense Intelligence Agency, National
Security Council, White House Office of Public Liaison, the Congres
and t! National League of Families, was organized in January of

1980 to develop policy and coordinate activities of those U.S.
government and private organizations which have direct responsibility
for resolving the POW/MIA accounting problem.

The VA has a unique capability and therefore could be of enormous
assistance to us in disseminating information throughout the country.
Enclosed are some suggestions which might be put into practice by
your agency. Many of the Outreach Centers and various VA or

Der ctment of Labor, Veterans Employment Service offices are already
supporting the League's efforts.

Your assistance in promoting the necessary public awareness would

be m¢ : helpful. I would appreciate receiving your reaction to

this proposal and look forward to hearing from you. Should you

or any members of your staff hait gquestions, please feel free to call.

Respectfully, -
ﬂ 2
/

w7 / ’

vy
Ann Mills Griffiths
Executive Director

Enclosures: Public Awareness Proposal
League's "Write Hanoi" Campaign

cc: Chuck Hagel
Dean I




VETERANS ADMINISTRATION PUBLIC AWARENESS PROPOSAL:

PURPOSE :
POWs who
possible
can not,

1)

2)

3)

The ultimate objective is to secure the return of any
may still be held captive and to obtain the fullest
accounting for those missing. Although public awareness
in itself, accomplish thes goals, toward that end it can;

Create world-wide pressure on the governments of
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Lao
Peoples Democratic Republic.

Create a domestic climate within this country which
would provide the government flexibility in dealing
with the issue. This flexibility would allow the
U.S. to weigh alternatiy 3 and determine policy

to gain regional strategic objectives and the POW/MIA
accounting in the shortest possible time.

Serve to back up the administration's commitment to
the men and women serving in the armed forces, that
they will not be abandoned in a future conflict.

IMPI " IENTATION: The following is suggested as a means of achieving
the objective:

1)

2)

3)

MATERIALS NECESSARY:

- Brochure/flyer prepared by the VA, giving an overview
of the current status of the POW/MIA issue.

- Posters to advertise VA's involvement, asking for help
from employees nation wide.

- Sample letters to Hanoi, petitions, etc.

VA LEADERSHIP INVOLVEMENT:

- News releases should be distributed to VA's mailing
list announcing participation in public awareness
on the POW/MIA issue and the "Write Hanoi" letter

- VA leadership should include the DJW/MIA issue
in appropriate public forums, speeches, etc.

IN HOUSE PUBLICATIONS:

- Newsletters to employees should carry articles on the
POW/MIA issue, ways for people to help, frequent
up-dates.

-~ Py . shc " I oi"



4) VA HOSPITALS:
- Posters/notices on bulletin boards, encouraging
involvement.

- Letter writing by patients and employees, samples
p! 7ided.
5) REACH OUT CENTERS:

- Literature rochure/flyer) should be available
at all times.

- P /MIA speaker for meetings.

- P¢ 1 :s/notices about the POW/MIA issue and the
"Write Hanoi" letter campaign should be placed
on bulletin boards.



PROPOSED U.S. GOVERNMENT POSITION STi.._MENT: DRAFT

While the U.S. government has thus far been unabl to conclusively
establish that Americans are still detained against their will in
Indochina, the weight of the evidence precludes ruling out that
possibility. We will continue to utilize all U.S. intelligence
assets in an effort to corroborate or disprove recurring reports

of Americans in captivity.

ALTERNATIVE:

While the U.S. government has thus far been unable to prove that
Americans are still detained against their will in Indochina,
information in our possession precludes ruling out that possibility.
We will continue to utilize all U.S. intelligence Assets in an
effort to corroborate or disprove recurring reports of Americans

in captivity.









LTC John Fer, U \F
Page 3

I look forward to hearing from you at the earliest possible time

in view of the need to finalize plans. Your assistance is deeply
appreciated.

Sincerely,

/4

Ann Mills Griffiths
Executive Director

cc: IAG
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disappointingly small gesture, we had hoped that it might ignal
a resumption of the accounting process and renewed efforts by

Hanoi to provide information on missing nericans.

In February 1982, Defense and State Department representatives,
led by Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for East Asian and
Pacific Affairs Richard L. Armitage, visited Hanoi to discuss the
POW/MIA accounting problem. This delegation was the first official
U.S. government group at that le L to ” avel to Vietnam
since 1973, tasked solely with discussion of the POW/MIA issue.

Again, the results were less than satisfactory. Although
termed cordial and frank, the meetings resulted only in Vietna :‘:se
agreement to send representatives to the Central I¢ atification
Laboratory in Hawaii and to continue technical level meetings of the

JCRC and their Vietnamese counterparts on an "as needed" basis.

Our Embassy in Vientiane h: made repeated representations
to the Lao Government on the importance of accounting for missing
Americans. Although Lao Foreign Ministry officials assure us
that they understand our concerns about missing Americans, they
I ve not responded positively to our proposals for actions which
might be taken to further the zcounting process. These proposals
“1clude:

-- setting up a counterpart organization to work with our
Embassy in Vientiane and the Joint Casualty Resolution Center
(JCRC) on MIA matters;

-- permitting a JCRC team to visit Laos;

Ce L

-- cooperation in access to crash sites, including joint
visits and possible removal of unexploded ordnance in the area of

the crash sites.









Honorable Richard Armitage

Deputy Assistant Secretary, East Asia
and Pacific Region

Department of Defense, International
Security Affairs

Major General Daryl Tripp, USAF

Vice Director, Plans i Policies
Joint Chiefs of Staff

5:00 PM - DINNER BT™"K
7:00PM - GUEST SPEAKER (to be announced)

7:30 PM - FINANCIAL REPORT AND AUCTION

Mr. George Shine, Financial Chairman
LTC Walter Hartness, USAF-Ret., Auction Chairman
SATURDAY, JULY 10TH
9:00 AM - PUBLICITY & ACTIVIT. 35 WORKSHOP ADMIRALTY BALLROOM
Major John Parsels, USA-Ret., Chairman
Carol Bates, Director of Public Affairs

Kathi Neal Parsels, League Special Projects Coordinator

10:00 AM -~ SUPPORT ORGANIZATIONS:
Non-POW representatives to be determined

11:00 AM - 1_"U_3E INFORMATION SEMI! R ADMIRALTY BALLROOM
Mr. George Brooks, Chairman

LTC Jack Kennedy, USAF
Defense Intelligence Agency

12:00 PM - LUNCH BREAK

2:00 PM - BUSINESS MEETING ADMIRZ TY B.; ™ ,ROOM
4:30 PM - BREAK

6:30 PM - NO-HOST RECEPTION CHESAPEAKE ROOM
7:70 PM - NT I R i ALl JOM

Colonel Earl Hopper, Master of Ceremonies




Military Musical P: sentation

J .nt Armed Forces Color Guard
Military District of Washington

I 7ocation

F )M R.H. Trower, USN, CHC - to be invited
C .ef of Chaplains

Introductions/Dinner

G st Speal -

P ISENTATION OF LEAGUE AWARDS

Raffle Drawing

S ICIAL GUEST
Fred Travalena (tentative)

Benediction

A journment

SUNDAY, JULY 11TH
9:00 AM - CHURCH SERVICES
Protestant Service DEWEY I, II & III ROOMS
Catholic service RAPPAHANNOCK, ROANOKE ROOMS

10:00 AM - BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING POTOMAC ROOM






AR //»} €_>.._TA..Y OF THE ARMY

WASHINGTON

\‘\ﬁi@; /’ 27 JAN 1982

Executive Director From -~
National League of Families o L\n;ﬁgz
of American Prisoners and
Missing in Southeast Asia
1608 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Mrs. Ann Mills Griffiths - 6%7/\q

Dear Mrs. Griffiths:

Thank you for your recent letters to Secretary Weinberger
and me urging that we delay the interment of a Vietnam Unknown
until there is a 'full accounting for all unrecovered service-
men from the Vietnam era.

I have conferred with Secretary Weinberger about this
matter and we have been briefed on the selection process as
well as the current status of this effort.

I have been advised there are unknown candidate remains
still undergoing the identification process. Scientific
identification technique and the rapid recovery of casualtie
from Southeast Asia have substantially reduced the number of
remains that are still unidentified. This contrasts with our
experience in both World Wars and Korea where a great many
remains were available for the selection process.

Last July at the Pentagon's POW-MIA Recognition Day

Ceremonies which you attended, President Reagan reaffirmed
his committment to the POW/MIAs. His message stated "My
Administration is determined to obtain the fullest possible
accounting for these brave Americans". Our efforts regarding
the POW/MIAs are completely independent of the Vietnam Unknown
issue. The interment of a Vietnam Unknown would be a demon-

:ration of the honor this Nation has for its men and women
who died in Southeast Asia. It would not be a signal that
the Government is closing out the book on Vietnam.

We are continuing to review the situation on how best
1 :
ot

Sincerely,

(Q(M

¢ 1 0. 1 1,
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