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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Please phone your responses into

my office as soon as possible.

Dodie Livingston -- 456-2941

N -3
Thank you! \9 ‘2
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4’:‘7,, -7 77TIVE OFF'=™ =% ..{E PRESIDENT
NI . .C” "7 MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20563

GENERAL COUNSEL . June 30, 1982
1" IORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: MICHAEL J. HOROWITZ /iiég/
COUNSEL TO THE DIRECTOR
SUBJECT: PROPOSED PROCLAMATION ENTITLED

"P.O.W.-M.I.A. FLAG"

Enclosed for your consideration is a proposed proclamation
that directs the flying of a R.0O.W.-M.I.A. flag over the
White House and thg Pentagon on July 9th. You have already
proclaimed that day as "National P.O.W.-M.I.A. Recognition

Day."

The National League of Families of American Prisoners and
Missing in Southeast Asia has loaned to the National Security
Council staff one of their flags to fly over the white House
and one to fly over the Pentagon.

The staffs of the National Security Council and the Office
of Policy Development, and the Departments of State and
Defense concur in this special mark of recognition during
the observance of National P.O.W.-M.I.A. Recognition Day.

The proposed proclamation has the approval of the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

Enclosures




P.O.W.-M.I.A. FLAG
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

Friday, July 9, 1982 has been designated as "National
P.O.W.-M.I.A. Recognition Day, 1982." It is a fitting mark
of recognition of -the uncommon sacrifices of all former
American prisonergtof war, those still missing, and their
families, that a P.O.W.-M.I.A. flag fly over the White House

and the Pentagon.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, fresident of the
United States of America, by the authority vested in me by
the Constitution as President and Commander in Chief of the
armed forces, do hereby proclaim that a P.O.W.-M.I.A. flag
shall be flown, subordinate to the National Colors, over the
White House and the Pentagon on National P.O.W.-M.I.A.
Recognition Day, Friday, July 9, 1982.

I invite other.governn 1t officials and individuals to

join in this special mark of recognition and to participate

in aj riate observances.
IN WITNESS WE : )J)F, I have hereunto set my hand this
day of ; in the year of our Lord

nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of the Independence of

the United States of America the two hundred and



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

TO: Dodie Livingston
FROM: Maiselle Shortley

The scheduling ¢ Zice has declined
the attached invitation for the
President.

Is it possible to send them a
Presidential message? I would
appreciate knowing by the end
of the week, May 14, if this
will be done.

I have attached the schedule proposal,
the letter of invitation and a memo
from Bill Clark.

THANKS FOR YOUR P. MPT ATTENTION.






OUTLINE OF EVENTS: The President arrives, is greeted by League
officials, makes his speech to the full assembly,
and departs.

TT"1ARKS REQUIRED: Major speech

*"DIA COVERAGE: Full press coverage

RECOMMENDED BY: Elizabeth H. Dole, William P. Clark
—_— _—

OPPOSED BY:

PROJECT C 'ICER: Morton Blackwell
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MEMORANDUNM 2131
THE WHITE IHOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 6, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR GREGORY J. NEWELL

FROM: WILLIAM P. CLARK ™ .
SUBJECT: President's Participation in the 13th Annual
- Meeting of the National Le gue of POW/MIA
Families

As you may know, we have deflected many requests over the
year from POW/MIA groups to meet with the President in
anticipation of an annual event. This is the one.

The League is the largest and most influential of these
groups and invites the representatives of all the major
POW/MIA groups  to their annual meeting. This provides an
oppertunity to satisfy these requests.

Presi¢ 1t Reagan, by his personal commitment to an honorable
accounting, is held in high esteem by these groups. Since:
each of the past three Presidents have participated in the
League's activities, a declination of this regquest would
undermine the credibility now established and could injure
the harmonious cooperation between these groups and the
Administration. )

I strongly urge that the President be :heduled for this
event. ' ' '

‘William P. Clark







C hol ¢l cid~
MEMORANDUM 2131
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
April 6, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR GREGORY J. NEWELL

FROM: WILLIAM P. CLARK Lﬂ’p//

SUBJECT : President's Participation in the 13th Annual
Meeting of the National League of POW/MIA
Families

As you may know, we have deflected many requests over the
year from POW/MIA groups to meet with the President in
anticipation of an annual event. This is the one.

The League 1is the largest and most influential of these
groups and invites the representatives of all the major
POW/MIA groups to their annual meeting. This provides an
oppertunity to satisfy these requests.

President Reagan, by his personal commitment to an honorable
accounting, is held in high esteem by these groups. Since
each of the past three Presidents have participated in the
League's activities, a declination of this request would
undermine the credibility now established and could injure
the harmonious cooperation between these groups and the
Administration.

I strongly urge that the President be scheduled for this
event.

William P. Clark






THIZ WHITZ AOUSZ
WASHINGTON

25, 1982
__1ORANDUM MARCH 295

TO: ’<%ILLIAM CLARK - RED CAVANEY
FROM: GREGORY EWELL, DIRECTOR
PRESIDE APPOINTHMENTS AND SCHEDULING'

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING RECOMMENDATION.

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR RECOMMENDATION ON THE FOLLOWING
SCHEDULING REQUEST UNDER CONSIDERATION:

EVENT: . Participate in the 13th annual meetiqg of
‘ the National League of POW/MIA Families.

DATE : | July 9-11, 1982

LCCATION: Arlington, VA
BACKGROUND : See attached.

YOUR RECOMMENDATION:
Accept Regret __ Surrogate Message Cther
. Prioxrity
Routine

I¥ RECOMMENDATION IS TO ACCEPT, PLEASE CITE REASONS:

I . DN¢ 4-2-82 70 I i J. Ryan




NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES
OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

1608 K STRI__ ., N.W., WASHINGTON, 0. C. 20006  (202) 223-63485

A March 22, 1982

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of the members of the National League of POW/MIA
Families, I would like to extend an invitation to participate
in our 13th annual meeting, July 9-11, 1982, at Stouffer's
National Center Hotel in Arling¥oHT Virginia.

While we would be delighted to hear from you during any portion

of the meeting, specifically we would like vou to address our
Congressional Breakfast on Frid.,. July 9th. As it is anticipated
that July 9th will also be National POW/MIA Recognition Day, your AV
participation would be most appropriate and timely. The break- /!

fast is set for 8:30 a.m. until approximately 10:00 a.m.

Some 500-600 POW/MIA family members, concerned citizens and
members of Congress will attend this breakfast and ovening session
of the League's annual meeting.

In view of the increased effort your administration has evidenced
in seeking the return and the fullest possible accounting of our
POW/MIAs, I know our members would be greatly encouraged to hear
"directly of your deep personal commitment to these servicemen

and civilians who remain missing as a result of the Vietnam war.

Respecfully,

/64 b L7 Jﬁi /Z;;

Ly

AMG/cb



2131
MEMORANDUM

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

ACTION March 31, 1982
SIGNED

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK

FROM: RICHARD CHILDRESSCZEzw

SUBJECT: President's Participation in the 13th Annual

Meeting of the National League of POW/MIA Families

At Tab A is Greg Newell's request for your recommendation
on the President's participation in the 13th Annual Meeting
of the National League of POW/MIA Families on July 9. This
would coincide with the anticipated designation of July 9
as National POW/MIA Recognition Day.

To keep from fragmenting the President, we have held off
various POW/MIA groups seeking to see him in anticipation
of this annual event. The National League invites all of
the major POW/MIA groups to this event and it represents
an opportunity to satisfy all at one time. Traditionally,
Presidents since President Ford have met with the board.
President Reagan has yet to do so, although the board was
present when President Reagan held a Rose Garden signing
ceremony for POW/MIA Recognition Day last year.

Given President Reagan's personal commitment to resolution of
the issue and the widespread belief in his sincerity by these

groups, his participation is critical. The concerns ex-
pressed to you by Anne Griffiths are felt throughout the
League.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memo at Tab I to Greg Newell recommending
that the President accept the invitation.

Attachments

Tab I - Memorandum to Greg Newell
Tab A - Incoming from Newell



National ecurity Council
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SEQUENCETO HAS S8EEN ACTION
John Poindexter / I(tﬁ/
Bud McFarlane Z //W
Jacque Hill ’:“, R .
Judge Clark 7 Z //

John Poindexter

Staff Secretary B

Sit Room -

I-Information@ R~Retain D-Dispatch

DISTRIBUTION
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The Prisoners of War Health Care Benefits Act of 1981
gives former POWs special priority for VA medical treatment.
It also reduces from six months to 30 days the requisite
internment period for presumptions relating to certain
diseases associated with prison camps in compensation claims.

In the l12-month period that ended Oct. 1, 1981, VA
hospitals treated 4,553 former POWs, including 2,530 with
servic -connected ailments.

A l4-member Advisory Committee on Former Prisoners of
War assists Administrator Nimmo. Committee members represent
European and Pacific theaters of World War II, Korea and

Vietnam and each branch of the military.

June 22, 1982

Contact: John Scholzen
(202) 389-2741

fAaeann ~






MEMO TO CHI1_RESS & C_RISTIAM Y
March 13, 1982 Page 2

Participation by: Secretary of Defense
Alternative: Secretary of State
National Security Advisor

As the return of POWs and an accounting for the missing is primarily
the responsibility of the Depart:i nt of Defense and the Secretary
has been particularly responsive to this issue, Mr. Weinberger's
participation would be appropriate and welcome by the POW/MIA
families.

As an alternative, the Secretary of State could use this opportu :y
to make an address on U.S. foreign policy in the Southeast Asian
region.

™e banqu : is a1 nnual ev t. In tl p: t, ters 1 be 2
Presidents Nixon and Ford, the Chairman of tt 1t Chiefs of
Staff, members of the U.S. Congress, national security adviso:
Kissinger and Allen, etc.

Admission by ticket only. Audience 500-600 POW/MIA families and
friends.

cc: Interagency Group members
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NATIONAL | ““GUE OF FAMILIES
OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AM™ MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
1608 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006  (202) 223-6846

March 22, 1982

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of the members of the National League of POW/MIA
Families, I would like to extend an invitation to participate
in our 13th annual meeting, July 9-11, 1982, at Stouffer's
National Center Hotel in Arlington, Virginia.

Whil we would be delighted to hear from you during any portion

of the meeting, specifically we would like you to address our
Congressional Breakfast on Friday, July 9th. As it is antici} :ed
that July 9th will also be National POW/MIA Recognition Day, your
participation would be most appropriate and timely. The break-
fast is set for 8:30 a.m. until approximately 10:00 a.m.

Some 500-600 POW/MIA family members, concerned citizens and
members of Congress will attend this breakfast and opening session
of the League's annual meeting.

In view of the increased effort your administration has evidenced
in seeking tI return and the fullest possible accounting of our

POW/MIAs, I know our members would be greatly encouraged to hear

directly of your deep personal commitment to these servicemen

and civilians who remain missing as a result of the Vietnam war.

Respecfully,
/) - -
//4. M,//‘ ﬁIA%

AMG/cb






THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release June 1, 1982

NATIONAL P.O.W. - M.I.A. RECOGNITION DAY, 1982

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

Since the Revolutionary War, when General George Washington
complained of the treatment accorded to captured soldiers of
the Continental Army, the United States has recognized the
uncommon hardships experienced by our soldiers held prisoner
during times of war. Called upon to defend American ideals
while undergoing extreme adversity in vic ition of fundamental
moral standards and the international codes and customs for
the tr itment of prisoners of war, our soldiers have fulfilled
their duty to their services and country.

Similarly, our country has recognized the acute suffering
experienced by the families of our soldiers held captive or
missing in action. The uncertainty these service families
live with day-to-day surely touches the heart of every
American.

The Congress has by Joint Resolution designated July 9,
1982 as National P.O.W. - M.I.A. Recognition Day and on this
day we should recognize the special debt owed to our fellow
citizens who gave up their freedom and their families in
the service of our country. We must also remember our still-
missing servicemen, for whose families, relatives and friends
the anguish and bitterness of war are enduring aspects.

Our Nation must not forget and will continue to seek
answers to their fates.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the
United States of America, do hereby designate July 9, 1982
as Nation:~ P.O.W. - M,I.A. Recognition Day, a day dedicated
to all former American prisoners of war, to those still
missing, and to their families. I call on all Americans
to join in honoring those who made the uncommon sacrifice
of being held captive in war, and their loved ones.

I call upon State and local officials and private organiza-
tions to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
first day of June, in the year of our Lord

nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of the Independence
of the United States of Ameri the two hundred and sixth.

RONALD REAGAN

# # # #





