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Frequent users ¢ the memorial rooms include:

Reserve Officer's Association

American Overseas Memorial Day Association
French Veteran's Organizations

The American College in Paris

The University of Maryland

Schiller University

C¢ unon Cause

Boy Scouts of America

OO0OO0O000O0O0

Assigned space in Pershing Hall is recognized by the
occupants by their agreement to the amount of space
occupied during the annual allocation of building
exXr 1ses. It is the understanding of the parties that
these agq: :nts can be terminated upon six months
notice. occupants are also prohibited from alterii
the structure without permission from the PHOC. All of
the above-mentioned users of the building except
PARIS-MATCH and the Association of American residents
overseas have oral lease agreements with the Pershing Hall
Operating Committee (PHOC). However, the written agree-
ment with the Association of American Residents Overseas
is typical of the oral agreements between PHOC and the
other organizations. That agreement is as follows:

"Dear Mr. President, it is with pleasure that the
Pershing Hall Operating Committee confirms its offer
to assign office space in The Pershing Hall Memorial
Building for the exclusive use of AARO subject to the
following informal mutual agreement: the office
consists of 12 square meters and is exclusive of any
furnishings, furniture or telephone, effective date of
occupancy is 1 January 1981. It is agreed { at the
contribution will be 630 FF per suare meter per year
payable in quarterly increments at the beginning of
each quarter with the understanding future
augmentations may be required as determined by PHOC to
compensate for increased prices of labor, goods, and
services and loss of purchasing power due to
inflation. Hovefullv the rate of contribntion =set at

prejudice to either party upon a six month written
notice to that effect. Written permission must be
given by PHOC prior to any modification, transfor-
mation or painting is dertaken in tt offi 2










E TYF™V™™NVBOA D
17th & PENNSYLVANIA A~ J__ N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20500
January 19, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN DRESSENDORFER
FROM: BRUCE I. SELFON

SUBJECT: Distrihnt+ion of 1 Status Report

Thank you for your offer to distribute the attached report

to the House staff folks. Those who have e: ressed an

interest to me are: Mack Fleming, Rufus Wilson, Jack McDor 11
(on Veterans' Affairs) and David Holt (on Government Operations).
We are sending the report to Tom Harvey and Joan McEntee on

the Senate side. Morton Blackwell is handling distribution to
the veterans organizations.

The interagency working group will meet this Friday to discuss
the next steps. I will keep you informed to coordinate our
next moves on the Hill. I would appreciate any feedback on
how interested the House staff is in ¢ is issue.

Thanks.

Attachments /
cc: Morton Blackwell
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of 5,520 square feet, The walls are load bearing masonry
with a stone exterior. Windows ai the wood casement
type, some of which have & 2n replaced with aluminum sash
with double glazing. The floor construction is a steel
frame system. The roof is a typical Parisian mansard of
slate and zinc with dormer windows. The quality of
workmanship is good both in the original construction and
that which took place later.

:ion of Building

There are several well-decorated rooms with wood
par .ling such as the library and the Virginia Room.
Other rooms that have equally ornate appointments feature
high ceilings, cornices and decorative plaster ceilings
and include the ballroom, Myron T. Herrick Memorial Room
and the Army Room. The floors are mostly parquet or wood
strip. -

The building appears to be structurally sound and
satisfactory for its present use. Some wall cracking
occurred during the demolition and reconstructic of the
Nova Park Hotel next door. Excavation for the six level
basement contributed to the damage. The cracks are
thought to be superficial plaster cracks and of no
structural consequence. Some have been repaired and the
rest will be done in early 1983. The Nova Park is paying
approximately $25,000 for the repairs.

Maintenance of the building exterior is good. The
street facade underwent stone cleaning in 1982. Some wood
windows, however, need painting. Part of the roof was
replaced in 1981, while the rest of the roof is in good
condition. There is evidence of a regular program of
maint 1ance, repair and improvement.

Maintenance of the building interior is also good.
Miscellaneous minor items, however, need attention such as
the o0ld and cracked ceramic tile in the kitchen and
bathrooms.

L t
i by the
N L . :andards of maintenance
for protected areas of the city.
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concerned. Please acknowledge your approval of the
foregoing conditions and return one signed copy to
PHOC for our files, keeping one copy for vours."

The agreement between PARIS-MATCH and PHOC states "the
occupancy is essentially temporary, untenured and
revocable, but will last one year from June 1, 1956,
renewable annually for a year at a time with both parties
ak to terminate with six month notice". 1In 1982
P2 5-MATC paid 296,000 Francs rent and 72,700 francs for
the conversion of four offices, two of which they are
using. The other two are being v 3:d by non-profit
American groups. The actucal square meter rent that
PARIS-MATCH is charged is slightly less than that charged
the non-profit groups but PARIS-MAT 1 pays the electricity
and cleaning charges directly. PARIS-MATCH pays more than
its pro-rata share for improvements.

Users of the memorial rooms are charged the
operational expenses for their meeting. Paris Post OCne
pays for the gas supply directly and pays 80% of the cost
of cleaning supplies, electrical supplies, garage removal
bags, linens and approximately 50% of the cost of
utilities. Paris Post is responsible for 45% of the
municipal taxes. All other operating expenses, including
capital repairs and improvements are borne by PHOC. The
PHOC estimates the annual cost of maintaining the building
after deducting the rent to be 1id by the PARIS-MATCH.
PHOC charges Post One an agreed-to percentage of each line
item. The remaining expenses are then billed to each of
the groups occupying space, based on the amount of space
occL lied.

Mavae and Nahte nn nn-i'lﬁ-i'ng

According to the Americn Embassy in Paris g due
taxes on the building are an issue that has becs ntioned
frequently, by these individuals critical to the
management of Pershing Hall. However the Embassy has not
oeen able to prov1de any additional information on this

N a e - Lt mrvmambklAanm AF mmast At Eavace

r
1982, the Embassy was not able to obtain any information
on the findings of the IRS.
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Bar and Pestanrant Facility

The bar and restaurant facility are still operating.
These operations are under the supervision of the American
Legion Post No. One and not the PHOC. The bar and
restaurant are run by a concessionaire under a five-year
agreement which was entered into on May 1, 1982. The
¢ 1bling room, which contains Las Vegas-style slot
machines, is operated by Paris Post One. 7 2 operation of
slot machines in Paris is illegal unless the facility has
been granted a waiver permitting tt a to operate. To tl
best of our knowledge Paris Post One has never requested a
waiver. he conces Llonaire h:é agreed to pay off the
debts of the restaurant and bar according to a scheduled

payment plan.






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 4, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR EDWIN MEESE III

FROM: ELIZABETH H. DOLEaﬂM“

SUBJECT: Meeting with American Legion Leaders
4:00 p.m. - Monday, October 4, 1982

While the VFW and ROA have consistently been in the lead in su} ort
of Administration initiatives, the American Legion, the largest
Veterans organization, has been only a step behind. The national
leadership requested this meeting with you in an effort to make a
final appeal to the Administration for help on ‘* e Pershing Hall
problem. Morton Blackwell has worked closely with.the American
Legion on this issue and will be in attendance to help on details
of the discussion.

Rgnquonnﬂ:

Since 1935 the American Legion has received approximately $8,000
annué ly, which represents interest on a World War I surplus fund,
from The Treasury Department to maintain Pershing Hall in Paris,
France. Following WWI, the Hall was used by American Legion
Paris Post No. 1 and the deed transferred to the U.S. Federal
Government in 1935 by legislation.

To make a long story short, years of local operating problems
and concerns about the application of funds have been a con: 1t
source of both grief and friction between the American Legic
national leadership and the American Legion Departr a1t of France
and its Paris Post No. 1.

The American Legion has requested that the Administration help

them get out of the role as middle-men between The Treasury

been sympathetic but taking the position that the current arrange-
ment is a matter of statute and can only be modified through intro-
duction and passage of new legislation.

As the White House individual viewed as most responsive to Veterans
concerns, they have requested to meet with you : r a final appeal.

Attached is a background sheet.



Snanmeated Respon<a:

Would recommend that you begin-the meeting by thanking them for
their continued and vigorous support of the Administration and
ask that they briefly recap their concerns on Pershing Hall.

Following their overview, suggest you express sympathy for the
awkwardness of the arrangement; however, stress that our posi-
tion must be consistent with that of State and GS2 in that a

ste > change would be necessary to alter the current arrange-
mer '
You might mention you are awa! that Congressman Sonny Montge 5%

may ir :‘oduce legislation on this matter and that we would be
willing to work closely in the process. You might also wish

to state that the Administration does not commit a position on
legislation until a bill has either been or is about to be intro-
duced.

Comment that Morton Blackwell stands ready to be of service on
this matter.






Pershing Hall / Cont.

The latt : agreement .ended-on July--5,°71982.

In May the American Legion Convention in Indianap 1is voted to
terminate the agreement for operating the Hall. ¢ are now
attempting to transfer the responsibility for maintenance of
Pershing Hall to the Federal authorities.

cc. Elizal :h H. Dole
Morton C. Blackwell




THE WHITE HOU ™ %

WASHINGTON
August 12, 1982

Mr. Mylio S. Kraja
Executive Director

The American Legion
1608 Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Mylio:

Pursuant to your request, I spoke today to Oscar Reynolds of
the Foreign Building Section of the State Department regard-
ing the I :shing Building in Paris.

He is quite familiar with the situation you took up with me.

Mr. Reynolds informed me that he is having a meeting this
afternoon with other State Department officials concerning a
way to resolve the question of maintenance of this building.

So far as he knows, the responsibility of maintenance of
this building, now that the American Legion has made its
decision to withdraw from the previous arrangement, is
unclear. He is working to resolve the matter.

He agre 1 to have his attorney, Linda Shenwick, get in touch
with »>u promptly with a status report on their search for a
solution to this matter.

Please keep me posted and let me know if there is anything
further I can do to assist with this matter.

Cordially,

A~

Morton C. Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President



[NUTES and BY-LAWS
of

SMORIAL BUILDING FOUNDATION

A Non-Profit Corporation Organized
Under the Laws of the State of Delaware






The following are appended to this consent:

Copy of the certificate of incorporation
By-laws

Organization Consent















ARTICLE 111

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

SECTION 1. GENL..AL PO' RS5.-- The affairs of the corporation
st 11! managed by its Trustees. Trustees need not be residents

of the State of Delaware.

SECTION 2. POWERS.-- The Board of Trustees shall establish
all policies concerning occupancy and the perpetuation of fershing
Hall Memorial Building. In exercising these powers, the Board,
through proper participatory structures, shall maintain close

coordination with all organizations occupying space in Pershing Hall.

SECTION 3. RESIGNATIONS.-- Any trustee may resign at any time.
Such resignation shall be made in writing, and shall take effect at
the time specified therein, and if no time be specified, at the time
of its receipt by the President or Secretary. The acceptance of a

resignation shall not be necessary to make it effective.

SECTION 4. REMOVAL,-- " :cept as t reinafi - provided, any
trustee or organization represented on the Board of Trustees may be
removed either for or without cause at any time by the affirmative
vote of a majority of the members entitled to vote, at a speciél
meeting of the members célled for the purpose and the vacancies thus
« ‘:ated may be filled, at the meeting held for the purpose of removal,

by the affirmative vote of a majority of the m 1bers entitled to vote.

SECTION 5. INCREASE ( NUMBER.-- The number of trustees may -
be increased by amendment of these By-laws by the affirmative vote
of a majority of the trustees, though less than a quorum, or by the

:mbers, at the Annual Meeting























