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" - 4 ;MAR 1983 
ilitary ,Jeraonnel & Force Management) 

ti-~~f)~\.;_~ .-.~~~ 
0:':~~;,,--c-. .. ;, 

Colonel tyron E. Long, USAF (Retired) 
South Carolina Council of Cheptern 
The Retir~d Officers AEsociation 
29 Hunters ForeFt Drive 
Ctarle~ton, SC 29407 

Dear Colonel Long: 

Thank you for your letter of Februery 11, 1983, to President Re~Kan 
concernin g r~comu~ndations of the Private Sector Survey (PPSS) on 
the military retirement @yste~ ~nd the operRtion of military 
commissaries. 

The ~ilitary eo~pens&tion and benefit sy~tem i~ extremnly important 
in the support of our men and wo~en in uniform. As elements of 
ttis sy s te■, military retirement and commissari~e have oper~ted 
townrd ma1ntaini~g s force with th~ 2~e, cxperien~~. and ckill ru ix 
to • ..?!,eet our ~anpower needn. We b~liev(' this is importiint as 1JE:: 

~eet our def~nse coomitmente. 

The co~pens ation and benefit system c~nnot be stagnant--it muet 
remain re ~p onsive to our defeneo require ments. For this r~~eon, we 
welcorn~ recommendation6 for cbAnge that will h~lp us to meet nur 
man•saoent objectives hatter. Ho~ever, we hav~ lon g held t ha t 
fundament~l changeg to our systeas should be based on le~iti•Bte 
defense require~ents. Tow~rd that end. the Fr~gident ha6 directed 
that the Fifth Quadrennial Review of ~ilitary Compensation 8$Gess 
the military retirement Gystere in relation tc tho se require~ents 
and reco m~end appropriate chanres. Additionally, th e SecretAry of 
Defense hae encoura g ed th e Review to accelerate t heir effcrts. I 
a m confi den t t ha t this review and anmlyeis will result in recom­
mendations for sn i np roved ~ystem. 

Thank you for your interest and support of o q r co~penBa ti0n and 
benefit gystem. 

Rtn to C 
MRA&L #454064 S: 3-4-83 
~ I/WR 03433 OSD(LA)+lxerox 
MRA&L RF MP&FM 
K~. Amis/pa/2B279/53176/12Jan83 
AMIS VII/8 

Sincerely, 
s1G1IBD 

R. Dean.Tice 
L:f.eutenant Gencrr;l, USA 
Deputy Assistant Secret~ry 

Coordination: 
Exec Sec: --------
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REFE~RAL 

FEBRUARY 24, 19P.3 

':'O: DEPARTti, "T OF DEFENSE 

ACTION REOUESTED: r~v~ 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COP~ 

. DESCRIPTION OF INCOfUNG: 

I : 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FRO 1: 

126358 

LETTER, DATED rECRUARY 11, 1983 

PRESIDENT P..F.AGAr! 

H~.. BYRON E • LO JG 
PRESIDENT 
THE RETIRED OFFICER ~ssOCIATIOl 
2 9 HUI'!TERS FOREST f"RIVE 
CHARLESTO SC 29407 

SUBJECT: F.XPRFSSES CONCERN REGARDING REC') mFrIDA IONS 
OF THE PRESIDEN'r I S PRIVATE SECTOR SURVEY ()N 
LOST CONTROL REGARDING MILITARY RETIRE1F.NT 
'ECOtH1E '1JATIONS 

PRm1PT ACrr,ION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEIJ 
T.AKEN 1I'£iu C) WORKit1G DAYS or RECEtPT, PLEASE '!'ELBPHO <IE 'rf1E 
UNDERSIGN'D AT 4S6-7486. 

RETURl CORREST>01mRPCE, WO'Rl(SV'::ET AND C()PY or RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISO~ , 00.1 91, THE Wl-!ITF HOUSE 

SALLY 'ELLEY 
DIRECTOR 01? AGE ICY LIA[SOT' 
PRESI E 1 TIAL CORRESPONDElCE 



. .,....SOUTH CAROLINA COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS 

31 vtHE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 
I!# 29 HUNTERS FOREST DRIVE, CHARLES TON, SC 29407 

J 1J/ 
' jl 

:111 "' rr 1~ .. 
President Ronald Reagan 
The Yvhi te House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

J. 26358 

11 February 1983 

On behalf of this organization which represents eleven chapters in the state 
of South Carolina, I _}Vish tg_m~ectfulr comment .on s~v~ral matters affecting 
the retired members of the uniformed serviceso .~. · --- --

We have been dis.mayed to learn of. some of the draft reco:ipmendations_ of,'_ t,he 
Presiden:t!.s_;er.i.v.:.ate_S.e.ctor .. S.i.u:vey_ on_C.ost _C.ontrol ... (.P.P.SS.PCJ, __ l'fDQ.$e _ f _;i.nal re_port 
we understan<Lis_.ciue--to.-be-.s.ubmitted to . ...,y.ou on March 310 While we hope that 
many of the draft recommendations wil1 be dropped or greatly modified by the 
time of the final report, we urge the greatest care and consideration in what­
ever action is taken on the report. 

~

mong the draft recommendations which w.e find highly distressing are: defer 
etired pay to age 60 for all military members retiring prior to completion 
f 30 years service; an offset of 37.5 percent of the Social Security Benefit; 
forfeit of one dollar in retired pay for every two dollars earned from other 

sources; an immediate imposition of the high three rule, including the possi-
bility of recomputing the pay of some who are already retired; the closing of 
all commissaries in the Continental United States. 

When we first heard of the composition of the PPSSCC, we were greatly :ilnµ:-essed 
by the apparent quality of its members. However, it is clear that they have 
little or no understanding of the damage that their deliberations can produce, 
virtually all of which are anti-military. The temptation will surely be great 
to achieve savings in the compensation areas, but I can assure you that a mature, 
highly motivated career force is absolutely essential for an effecti ve military 
structurea To accept and support such areas as are mentioned above, would not 
only be devastating but would also be a failure to honor long-standing commit­
ments to those who have served the United States Governmento 

In addition to the preceding comments which relate to the shortsightedness of 
the PPSSCC in its attempt to apply civilian standards without concern for the 
unique nature of military force management, we note that military retirees have 
al.ready absorbed more than their fair share of the spending cuts approved by 
the 97th Congress· over the past two years. Although we retirees account for 
only J.,5 percent of the entitlement portion of the 1983 budget, we sustained a 
6 percent loss in benefits, plus other losses such that an average retiree might 
sustain a 10 percent lifetime reduction. 

~/ I have no illusions that you will ever see this letter, but I do hope that a 
{V competent staffer with an input to the decision-making process does. 

Respectfully, t. "-"-~ 
Bmm~. LONG, COL US:AF Retir 
President 



THE WHITE HOL.SE 

Octobe r 26, 1982 

As the members of The Retired Officers Association 
mee t to reflect on more than hal f a century of de ­
voted service to this nation , I am grateful fo r 
the opportuni ty to extend sincere greeting s an d 
express appreciation for your organization ' s con­
tributions t o the security of our country. 

The Retired Officers Association 's two ma jor 
purposes , 2 s stated in its preamble to its byl2ws, 
are "to inculcate and stimulate love of country 
and the flag " and "to advocat e military force s 
adequate to the defense of our country . " These 
objectives are particularly significant in light 
of the challenges we mus t face in the 1980s . I 
am proud to share with you the national resurg ­
ence of patriotism, and I cormr.end your members 
for their commitment to a strong nationa l defense 
posture . 

I am confiden t that your organization will con ­
tinue to give fu ll suppor t t o the national effort 
to seek peace and understanding among nations. 
Your support in this vital task is appreciated . 

As you assemble fo r your 26th Bienni al Convention, 
you have my bes t wishe s fo r the continued succes s 
of your effort s . .. .. 

Sent to : 

RONALD REAG 
Lt . Colonel M. L . Lien, USAF, Ret . 
Executive Editor 
The Retired Officer Magazine 
201 North Washington Street 
Alexandria , Virginia 22314 

Enclosure : Bxl0 glossy photo 
RR : Livingston:ck 
cc: K.Osborne/D.Livingston/E.Hickey/ .Bl ackwe ll /CE 
DUE : ASAP EVENT : 
Draft information provided by DOD . 
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THE W HI T E HOUSE 

WAS H INGTON 

October 26, 1982 

As the members of The Retired Officers Association 
meet to reflect on more than half a century of de­
voted service to this nation, I am grateful for 
the opportunity to extend sincere greetings and 
express appreciation for your organization's con­
tributions to the security of our country. 

The Retired Officers Association's two major 
purposes, as stated in its preamble to its bylaws, 
are "to inculcate and stimulate love of country 
and the flag" and "to advocate military forces 
adequate to the defense of our country." These 
objectives are particularly significant in light 
of the challenges we must face in the 1980s. I 
am proud to share with you the national resurg­
ence of patriotism, and I commend your members 
for their commitment to a strong national defense 
posture. 

I am confident that your organization will con­
tinue to give full support to the national effort 
to seek peace and understanding among nations. 
Your support in this vital task is appreciated. 

As you assemble for your 26th Biennial Convention, 
you have my best wishes for the continued success 
of your efforts. 

7 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 29, 1982 

TO: Dodie Livingston 

FROM : Maiselle Shortley 

Attached are two different requests 
for letters from the President. 

Will you let me know if you are able 
to do them? 

Thanks for your help 



NATIONAL CAPITAL OFFICE 

~'ON COMMISSIO~En OFFICERS ASSOCU1'ION of the UMTED STATES OF AMERICA 

110 Maryland Ave ., N.E. , Suite 304 
Box 43 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

July 9, 1982 

Morton Blackwell 
The White House 
Office of Pub] ic Liaison 
Wa sh ington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Morton: 

Telephone (202) 546-7891 
546-7892 

I have a belated request concerning Proclamation 4950 of June 30, 
1982, "National NCO/Petty Officer Week , 1982," signed by the 
President on June 30 last. 

The Non Commis sioned Officers Association of the USA (NCOA) was 
singularly responsible for having the original resolution 
introduced in the United States Senate by the Honorable Strom 
Thurmond of South Carolina. A copy of the resolution is attached. 

You may note that on page 2 of S.J. RES. 161, the fifth paragraph 
references the NCOA's 21st International Convention that was 
held during the same period covered by the resolution. Sub­
sequently, that part was deleted on instructions from the House 
oversight committee. 

Since it played the major role in having the resolution introd uced 
in Congress and obtaining the necessary cosponsors to move the 
bills through the Senate and House, the Association will be 

onQr. d · ru!.s=:P _____ .....,.. ...... ..__ 0 :d 

·ttacb - ---=;;:;:;;~~~ 
three items would then displayed at the Association's 
International Headquarters in San Antonio, Texas. A suggested 
format for the letter is attached. 

For your information and records, the new ly elected president of 
the Association is Fleet Master Chief Frankl in A. Lister USN, 
replacing MCPO Robert Walker who has been acting president following 
the resignation of Mr. Normand Gonsauls on January 14, 1982. 

The Executive Vice President for the 1982~83 y~ar is Mr. Robert 
Frisbie, U.S. Army Retired, currently on The White House 
administrative staff. 

International Headquar ters 
NCO ASSOC/A TION 

P.O. Box 3361 0 
San Antonio, Te>.as 78233 

(512) 653-61 6 1 



Mr. Morton Blackwell 
July 9, 1982 
Page 2 

My title has been changed from Sr. Vice President to Executive 
Director for Government Affairs. After serving nearly 12 
years on the Board of Directors, I decided not to seek 
reelection. 

I appreciate your assistance in this matter and continue to 
be grateful for the interest you have offered my office and 
the sociation in the past. 

1 ack 11 McKinney 
xecutive Director ; for Government Affairs 

11P.S.- The National Capital Office, NCOA, will move to its 
new location on July 15, 1982. The new address and telephone 
no. will be as follows: 

219 N. Washington : St. 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

(703) 549-0311 11 



FMC Frank Lister USN, President 
NCO Association :of USA 
National Capital Office 
219 N. Washington Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Dear Fleet Master Chief Lister: 

SUGGESTED FORMAT 

It was my privilege, June 30, 1982, to attach my signature to 
Proclamation 4950, "National NCO/Petty Officer Week, 1982. 11 

The proclamation, of which a copy is attached, is long overdue. 
I am pleased that it was during my Presidency that I could call 
upon all Americans to join together in honoring the 
Noncommissioned and Petty Officers of the Armed Forces of the 
United States. 

I commend your association for taking the lead in having a 
resolution enacted in Congress that culminated in the attached 
proclamation. 

Since rely, 

Ronald Reagan 



97TH CONGRESS s J 
2D SESSION • • 

Calendar No. 539 

RES. 161 
To designate the week commencing with the fourth Monday in June 1982 as 

"National NCO /Petty Officer Week". 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

MARCH 8 0egislative day, FEBRUARY 22), 1982 

Mr. THURMOND (for himself, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. ExoN, Mr. FORD, Mr. GORTON, 
Mr. COHEN, Mr. STENNIS, Mr. MURKOWSKI, Mr. GARN, Mr. COCHRAN, 
Mr. SARBANES, Mr. DURENBERGER, Mr. MATTINGLY, Mr. BURDICK, Mr. 
NUNN, Mr. ARMSTRONG, Mr. TOWER, Mr. JOHNSTON, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. 
HARRY F. BYRD, JR., Mr. DOLE, Mr. CHAFEE, Mr. BENTSEN, Mr. 
QUAYLE, Mr. NICKLES, ·Mr. DENTON, Mrs. HAWKINS, and Mr. MATHIAS) 
introduced the following joint resolution; which was read twice and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary 

MAY 5 0egislative day, APRIL 13), 1982 

Reported by Mr. THURMOND, without amendment 

JOINT RESOLUTION 
To designate the week commencing with the fourth Monday in 

June 1982 as "National NCO/Petty Officer Week". 

Whereas the noncommissioned officers and petty officers of the 

Army, Air Force, and Marine Corps and the petty officers 

of the Navy and the Coast Guard have been regarded as 

the backbone of the Armed Forces of the United States for 

more than two hundred years; 



--------

2 

Whereas noncommissioned officers and petty officers continue to 

be the recruiters, trainers, and noncommissioned leaders of 

the me·n and women who join the Armed Forces of the 

United States; 

Whereas the noncommissioned officers' and petty officers' spirit 

and devotion to duty is epitomized in the long list of recipi­

ents of the Medal of Honor and other decorations of person­

al valor; 

Whereas noncommissioned officers and petty officers have made 

great sacrifices during their service to this Nation; 

Whereas the recent shortage of such officers serving on active 

duty has highlighted their value to the Nation and its mili­

tary forces; 

Whereas the Non-Commissioned Officers Association (NCOA), 

with a representative membership of active, retired, Re­

serve, National Guard, and former noncommissioned officers 

and petty officers of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air 

Force, and Coast Guard, will hold its twenty-first interna­

tional convention in the final week of June 1982; and 

Whereas it is fitting and proper to recognize the significant con­

tributions made by all noncommissioned officers and petty 

officers of the Armed Forces of the United States to the 

freedom and defense of this Nation: Now, therefore, be it 

1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 

2 of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 That the week commencing with the fourth Monday in June 

4 1982 is designated as "National NCO/Petty Officer Week", 

5 and the President is authorized and requested to issue a proc-

6 lamation calling upon the people of the United States and 

SJ 161 RS 



3 

1 interested groups and organizations to set aside that week to 

2 honor past and present noncommissioned officers and petty 

3 officers of the Armed Forces of the United States in an ap-

4 propriate manner. 

SJ 161 RS 



201 N . W a sh ington Street. Alexandria. Va . 22314 • (703) 549-2311 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 

THE 

RETIRED 
OFFICER 

MAGAZINE 

Special Assistant to the President 
The White Ho use 
Washington , DC 20500 

Dear Mr . Blackwell : 

Se pt ember 2 4, 1982 

The Retired Officers Association will ho ld its Twenty-Sixth 
Biennial Convention in Orlando , Fla . , November 17-20, and we'd 
appreciate a ~ette :frq_m . ~ e - Pr:esid_e_nt 1:J>..!".,. ·_nciJ!:si.on in h 
pr~ ra Our current estimate i s that more than 1,200 people 
will attend the conventio n. 

For your information, our membership currently stands at 312,000, 
drawn from the seven Uniformed Services (Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marine Corps , Coast Guard , and the commissioned officer corps of 
the Public Heal th Service and Nat ion al Oceanic and Atma spheric 
Administration) . 

The Association was formed in Los Angeles, Calif., in 1929, and 
moved to Washington, D.C., in 1944. Two of our major purposes, 
as stated in the Preamble to our Bylaws , a re "to inc ul ca te and 
stimulate love of our country and the flag," and "to advocate 
military forces adequate to the defense of our country." 

Enclosed is a draft letter for your consideration, along with 
copies of Presidential letters from our 1976, 1978 and 1980 
conventions. 

We anticipate this year's program wi press 
We would a pr · t er rom 

ide 6i ig "'-'"""-.- a .fe so we can get 
it to the printer in Florida in a timely manner . We will also 
need a current black and white photo of the President . 

PUBUSHEO MONTHLY FOR THE OFFICERS OF THE SEVEN UNIFORMED SERVICES 



d am age . 

Thank you for your help . 

M LL: sww 
Enc . 

Sincerely, 

~ .;; y;; ~ . 
//1/c/J, (/?&'~ 

M. L. LIEN 
LCo 1 , USAF, Retired 
Ex ec u t iv e Ed i to r 



DRAFT LETTER FROM PRESIDENT REAGAN 

My warmest greetings to the members of The Retired Officers 

Association as you hold your Twenty-Sixty Biennial Convention. 

As Americans who gave of themselves to protect our freedom 

and independence, you, more than most other groups in our great 

nation, recognize that peace is maintained through strength. 

Along with other local and national leaders, we must assure that 

our country remains militarily strong. Your support in this 

vital task is appreciated. 

I am pleased to note that your association was originally 

formed in California and then moved to our riation's capital so 

that it could better carry out the purposes of your organization. 

It is a road that is familiar to me. It signals recognition that 

while our roots and strengths are at the community level, we must 

have a voice at the national level if our views are to be heard. 

Like a national political party, your Association represents the 

melding of diverse views of citizens living in our 50 states and 

many foreign countries into a common purpose. It is such 

dedication to the common good that is the priceless heritage of 

our great nation. 

Your continuing devotion to peace has established the 

benchmark for all who will follow you. I applaud the dedication 

to your nation and your fellow citizens that you have carried 



over into civilian life, to the benefit of communities across 

this nation. My best wishes for a rewarding and memorable 

meeting. 

Ronald W. Reagan 



THE WHITE llOl.SE 

September 4, 1980 

I send warmest greetings to the delegates at this 
Twenty-Fifth Biennial Convention of The Retired 
Officers Association . 

During my active military duty as a Naval Officer , 
I had the opportunity to know and share experi ­
ences on a day-to - day basis with men and women 
who are now members of you r organization . I know 
of your lofty standards and goals and of your h~gh 
caliber . 

I salute you r love of our country and our flag, 
your defense of ou r freed oms and our way of life 
and your advocacy of militarr forces adequate 
to serve the security needs c f our country . 

I also applaud the devotion to your fellow citizens 
that you have carried over into civilian life and 
t ~e contributions you have made to the communities 
of this nation. 

May you have a pleasant and ~emorable reunion . 

J. my carter 
president . ,m 



THE 11' HITE HOt:SE 

~ -A.§Hn,,;:GTON 

Septem ber 25, 1978 

I congratul ate the member s of The Ret ired Officers 
Aa ooci a tion as you observe the hlstorl c f i ftieth 
anniveroar y of your founding. 

The American people hold ln highest est eem those who 
have led our Ani,ed force, during trying and haza r dous 
times and who, during the past two decades, have 
helped t hi s nation and the world avoid a nuclear 
holocaust . 

Hy schooling at the Naval Academy a nd suba equent 
active duty made clear to me the mental and physical 
dlocipllne requ ir ed of t hos e who serve in our nation's 
defense. I know from personal exper1 ence the high 
mora l standards obo erved by thlo nation's officer 
corps and the personal sacr i fices they and their 
fam ilies must make in the national interest. 

I know, too, that when officers end t heir mili tary 
careers their devot i on t~ country doe• not end. They 
continue to use their k~ wl edge and experience in 
civilian purs uits to th< ·,eneflt of our communities 
and our way of life. 

It is, therefore, a great pleasure for me to salute 
each of you at this half-ce ntury mark ln your A••~ 
e l ation's d1o t lnguished public ser vi ce. ~ay you 
have a most otlmulating and succeaoful oesolon. 



TIJE WJJJTE IIOl ' SE · 

WA ~HTNCTON 

August 14, 1976 

My warmest greetings to the members of the Retired 
Officers Association as you hold your Twenty-Third 
Biennial Convention. 

The celebration of our nation's Bicentennial gives us 
a unique opportunity to look back with pride on two 
hundred years of freedom and independence. As 
Americans who gave of themselves to protect and pre­
serve the cherished heritage we honor during this 
observance, you have special cause to rejoice and 
derive satisfaction from your accomplishments . 

Your fellow countrymen salute your valor and draw 
strength and inspiration from the patriotism that has 
marked both your military and civilian service. On 
their behalf, I hope that this ·wi.11 be a particularly 
happy and memorable reunion for each of you. 

\ 



/ /J/tJ r~ 
THE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 

201 North Washington Street, Alexandria,Va. 22314 (703) 549-2311 

Office of the National President 

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the 

President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

November 10, 1981 

Many thanks for the President's proclamation for Veterans 
Day, 1981. 

We value our White House contacts and hope we may always 
maintain this relationship through your good offices. 

CSM: sww 

~ ~::,~-
c. S . MINTER, JR. 
Vice Admiral, USN, 



201 N . Washington Street 

Alexandria, Va. 22314 (7031 549-2311 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Public Liaison Office 
The White House 

~ 

&
The 
Retired 
Officers 
Association 

June 3, 1981 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Morton: 

Thanks very much for inviting us to 
attend the 0MB Briefing, June 2nd. 
It afforded us added insight as to 
the rationale behind the Social Security 
proposal. 

GFHJr:clb 

HENNRIKUS, JR • 
.__,~~nel, USAF, Retired 
Chief Legislative Counsel 



201 N . Washington Street 

Alexandria , Va. 22314 (703) 549-2311 

.Mr. M:>rton Blackwell 
Office of Public Liaison 
The White House 
washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear .Mr. Blackwell: 

May 4, 1981 

The 
Retired 
Officers 
Association 

Mint Wilson arrl I are rrost appreciative of the opportunity to meet 
with you arrl key members of The Administration on Friday, May 1st. 

such meetings have great value for all the participants arrl we hope 
they will continue to be scheduled, periodically. In the meantime, this 
Association starrls ready to assist, in any \vay possible, for the good 
of the Nation. 

GFHJr:clb 

HENNRIKUS, Jr. 
lonel, USAF, Retired 

Chief Legislative Counsel 




