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THE WHITE HOUSE /

WASHINGTON

July 17, 1981

Mr. Herman L. Neugass
4201 Cathedral Avenue, NW
Ar tment 924 E
Washington, DC 20016

Dear Mr. Neugass:

Your letter to Jay Parker, in which you requested a letter from
the President concerning Stamps for the Wounded, was forwarded to me.

T very much admire the good work you are doing, and am glad that
I was able to be of assistance. On again, allow me to express our
gratitude for the wonderful ¢ t ™ 1tion you have made to the lives of
so many of our nation's veterans.

Sincerely, 4

Morton C. Blackwell

-

i T Ass. ant to the P11 ident

cc: Jay Parker









VETERANS ADMINISTRATION
DEPARTMENT OF N CINE ANC 3%
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20420
September 27, 1973

IN REPLY ll2G

REFER TO: '

Mr. Herman L. Neugass
1001 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear Mr. Neugass:

It is a rare occasion when I have an opportunity to express my very
sincere gratitude to someone who has given so much time and effort
in a project without that person demanding something material in
return. This is, indeed, one of those occasions! I hope that you
will receive this letter with my apolog: for the extended delay on
my part in recognizing your services.

I want to thank you and "Stamps for the Wounded,”" the organization
with which you have been associated, for the many generous gifts of
stamps and related materials you have sent to hospitalized veterans
over the past many years. It 1s noted that more than a third of the
Veterans Administration hospitals have been recipients of your efforts.

Philately is an interesting and mutually stimulating form of recrea-
tion, and even though I am not personally a collector, I can appreci-
ate the involvement that is gained from participation in this activ-
ity. It was a surprise and delight to me to learn of the large
number of our veterans who are taking advantage of the opportunity
which you are offering them.

If this office can ever be of any service to you, either in this
endeavor or other areas in which you may be involved, please do not
hesitate to call upon us. I do hope that you can and will continue
this truly appreciated philantrophy.

Sincerely,
/

A o~
//\‘ C B 'f’W\_._‘
~ J.,/Cc. FOLSOM, M.D.
~.Plirector
Rehabilitation Medicine Service

Show vereran's full name, VA file number, and social security number on all correspondence.
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John Micklos should be named
to fill its vacant House seat

Harry Hughes, it seems to us, has a splendid
opportunity to enhance the quality of the House of
Delegates. There is a vacancy in the House from
east East Baltimore's 46th legislative district,
caused by a complex chain of events that started
when Charles J. Krysiak sought and won re-elec-

- tion when he really didn’t want the job. He wanted
a judgeship. (Which he didn't get anyway; in one of
Blair Lee’s final acts, an act that adds no luster to
the Lee image, Mr. Krysiak was named chairman
of the state’s Workmen’s Compensation Commis-
sion.)

Because of political machinations, the number
of Democratic State Central Committee members
from the 46th has lately been two instead of three,
and they haven’t been able to agree on anyone to
replace Krysiak in the House. Thus it's up to the
Governor. The pressure is on him to name Louis V.
Cavallaro who, like Mr. Krysiak, is beholden to the
Staszak-DiPietro-Hofferbert political organiza-
tion, and who, thanks to its support, was able to
place fourth in the September primary.

Gov. Hughes, in our opinion, should instead
name John A. Micklos, who trailed Mr. Cavallaro
by 208 votes in September. Unlike Mr. Cavallaro,
Mr. Micklos has the support of the same citizens
who, fed up with machine politics in the district,
worked hard and successfully to unseat two Stas-
zak people and replace them with two fresh and in-
dependent faces — Anthony M. DiPietro Jr. and
Patrick L. McDonough — in Annapolis this session.

Mr. Micklos, a lifelong resident of the 46th, is
of the same stripe. He is independent of any politi-

- cal organization. He has, as have so many other ac-
tivist Baltimoreans, cut his teeth in civic associ-
ation work, and understands the need for
communication, constant give-and-take communi-
cation, between elected officials and community
groups. A Hopkins graduate with a master's de-
gree, he has been a teacher of English and history
at Kenwood High for 17 years and, in 1977, was vot-
ed one of Baltimore County’s oustanding teachers;
thus his experience should add stature to the Gen-
eral Assembly in matters of education and juvenile
praoblems, problems which are of especial concern
to him. '

. As we at The News American long have
known through his letters and his occasional es-
says, v Rlicklos §s a thoughtiul and persuasive
wiiter on the subjects of government and citizen
responsibility to {0 BNoC e p Th
heaven kuows, does not of itself qualily a citizen tor
ruhlic ofrice. But it does indicate an articulate con-
cern, and that, plus his record of community in-
volvement and the approbation of so many of his
similarly cencerned neighbors, leads us to believe
that he is indeed the kind of citizen which modern
government needs. Harry Bashes often has said
that he wants gaod penple secvinz Maryland, and
inore is his chancs 1o get another one.

A A e




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

JUN 1 15

De r Mr. 2 am:

Thank you for your letter of May 21 expressing your concern
with the treatment of veterans.

As one of my responsibilities is the issue of health care, I
read with particular interest your account of the problems
that some veterans ar encountering in obtaining medical

jsistance at hospitals. Veterans, as well as all consumers,
are entitled to adequate health facilities and services.

Legislation has been introduce in Congress which hopefully
will address some of the problems facing veterans as expressed
in your correspondence. I have taken the liberty of sharing
your letter with Morton Blackwell, here in the Office of
Public Liaison, who is more familiar with the details of
veterans issues.

Again, thank you for taking the time to write and share your
concerns with me.

Sincerely,
i e ‘/ ‘ e . .
e ’/"\,,voj;if'—/\/
4:;7;irginia H. Knauer
Spectal Assistant to the President

Mr. Henry A. Adam
510 South 8th Street, #234
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55404
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May 21, 19P1
Minneapnlis, Minn.
Vi inia H. Knauer
Special 3sistant to The President
. White House
! iington D.C.

Dear Ms. Knauer;

In connection with your new assignment of Caring for the
Aged and infirm, I should like to call to your attention the sad
state of affairs which I find at the Veterans Administration.

I hav today spent almost the whole day at the Ft. Snelling
Veterans Hospital, just to obtain a chest x-ray which I could not
get at the Hennepin County Chest Clinic because they were too busy
running tests on a group of children, and they recommended that I
go to the VA Hospital.

I can best describe it as "Story Book Land in Rivalry with
the best that Walt Disney can produce'.

To begin with, there is a line at the admissions desk about
twenty or thirty de¢ »>. Once you g > past the admissions desk you
» Lt while the hospital employses read your record, if there is one
on fiZ , Then they call your name and send you to another place to
walt while the next er;loyes reads your file. I saw thesz nurses
core out with file folders et leest an inch thiclk, and everyahere
I ses eryloyees reading case records, like a visitor to a local
library who is reading the latest Mickey Spillane thriller.

Over the years, since world war two I have seen various Veterans
hospitals and the process of getting thru there to get medical treat-
ment or to process a claim is the most lengthy and painfilprocess
that has yet been invented.

Veterans Hospitals were first designed to serve the Vete ans
who were injured in World War I and the Spanish American War, and
tr 7 were few in number, in comparison with the thirty million men
who have served during and since World Wir Two., The claims and treat-
ment process as it is today does more to reduce a man to a vegetable

than it does to treat a minor ailment or process a simple claim.

Sadly, War Veterans have learned to accept what they cannot
change.

1, )
that 3 who spent years 1n prison for crimes they have been
convicted of, come out of prison and are treated as heroes, ¢ tered
to in every way by rich and poor alike, and are even given highly
paid jobs in the movie industry, and are emulated, copied and imitatesd
and are highly respected. But a War Veteran who came back from the
Beaches of Jwo Jima scarred and broken is stashed away in some musty
ward in a VA Hospital to be pitied and wheeled around on a wheel
chair r— a volunteer worker.

A Veteran who comes out of the Service wants to get back his
private life, but the public won't let him. Tt y ¢« 7 "Go to tt
Veterans Administration, they will help you". The veteran is not only
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place that they call. The Vef 3 Hospital. ( one or two in each
state). He goes tt 1 to get probed and prodded and studied and inves-
tigated and scrutin! 3d, to make sure he is not filing a f¢ se clainm,
or getting something for nothing, and if he does win a claim t is

111y a small fraction of what a welfare applicant is given without
any questions asked.

The severely injured, the paraplegics, and those in need ¢
constant care would fare far better if the bulk of the srall Veterans
claims ~ d medical needs could be handled in their own local cormunits:

but aguli, the Veterans Administration was established many years
ago. It is set in it's ways, and there is "entrenchment" there as 1
35 there is in any Government :ency, and we do not expect it soon
to change.

Yours truly,

4?%Z;¢4x/ (?i [Zzﬁfoug_
enry A/ Adam

510 So. B8th St. # 23%
Minneapolis, Mn. 55LOL




































THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 29, 1981
TO: Dodie Livingston

FROM: Morton Blackwell

We have checked with Tom Jones and
were informed that the President
does not normally issue these type
of Proclamations.

Thus, would it be possible to ple: =2
send a Presidential message to this
group.

Thank you.

October 19, 1981

We have just 1 :eived a copy of

the following letter that Senator
Jesse Helms sent to the President
regarding this matter.

If you fe . it now warrants more
than a Presidential message, please
refer it to the correct place or
let us know if we should proceed?

1.




Jnited . Hla s T male

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

October 15, 1981

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ron:

Captain Elmer D. Anderson, U.S. Navy
Retired, of Val; raiso, Indiana, recently
sent me the enclos 1 draft of a Christmas
message that he would like to see you
deliver. I promised him that I would send
it to you and ask you to think about de-
livering a Christmas message along the
lines of what he has suggested.

I hope you will give Captain Anderson's
suggestion serious consideration. I elieve
a message such as the one he has drafted
would promote national unity, and bring
us all together during the holiday season.

Thank you for your attention to this
request. Please do not hesitate to contact
me if I can lend a hand.

Kindest regards.

Sincerely,

Kot

JESSE HELMS:smb
Enclosure

cc: Captain Elmer D. Anderson, U. . Navy Retired




















