
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

Collection: Blackwell, Morton: Files 

Folder Title: Veterans: Meetings 

Veterans Groups – White House – 05/01/1981 

Defense Experts 

Box: 47 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing  

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name BLACKWELL, MORTON: FILES 

File Folder 

Box Number 

VETERANS : MEETINGS VETERANS GROUPS - WHITE 
HOUSE - 05/01/1981 DEFENSE EXPERTS 

47 

Withdrawer 

RBW 8/1 1/2011 

FOIA 

F06-0055/07 

POTTER, CLAIRE 
65 

DOC Doc Type 
NO 

Document Description No of Doc Date Restrictions 
Pages 

LIST RE. PARTICIPANTS FOR MEETING OF 
VETERANS GROUPS 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

ND B6 



/ I , 
J 

Veterans . ~ Administration 

h Deputy Office of t e 
Administrator . 

Affairs of Veterans D C 20420 
Washington, . . 



ME .\'l ORAN DUM 

FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

TH E W HI TE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

April 23, 1981 

<o 12-...,_ 
SHANNON FAIRB~ 

EARL WALKER, OPD STAFF~ 

Coordination on Vietnam Veterans Recognition 
Day 

As you suggested this morning, I called Mortin Balckwell's 
office at 10:45 and left a message for him that I was the 
OPD contact for the Recognition Day and that should he have 
any questions he should call me. 

I also called Paul Egan at the American Legion and discussed 
the proposed events with him. 

Larry DeMeo the Recognition Day project officer operating 
out of our offices, was also in contact with Paul today. I 
advised Paul that the Administration's representative was 
likely to be either a cabinet officer or a service secretary. 

Larry and I have also been contact with LTC Munati in the 
White House Military Affairs Office, and with public affairs 
people in the Veterans Administration and in the Defense 
Department. 

cc: Morton Blackwell ,/ 
Ed Gray 

Apr il 23, 1981 

Note for Morton: Spoke with Bob Spagnole at the American 
Legion and cleared the air. Let's all plan to have lunch 
s ome d a y whe n you a r e fr ee . 

Secre tary Verne Orr will be the Administration's speaker on 

Sund~, 

-----
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To: Officer-in-charge 

Appointments Center 

Room 060, OEOB 

REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENTS 

Please admit the following appointments on _____ __._M..,.a...,yr--.... 1...__ _________ , 19 81 

for __ ~M~O~E~T...,O~N,_,___..,B.-L..._A,.,C .... K'-'-'W'"'"E_L...,L'--________ of Office of Public Liaj. son 
(NAME OF P'ERSON TO BE VISITED) (AGENCY) 

SCHLEE, G.Michael 
HUBBARD, James 
ULSAMER, Edgar 
CURTIS, Esther 
FULTON, William B. 
NOLAN, Robert 
KAMMEIER, C.L. 
JACOBS, Bruce 
HUMPHREYS, Adolph 
BAKER, Warren 
MCKINNEY, Charles 
JONES, Phelps 
HARLOW, Don 
GRAHAM, Dan 
RICHARDSON, Robert 
BRINSKY, Gabe 
SHEFFY, John 
HENNRIKUS, George 
WILSON, Minter, Jr. 
LONGWORTH, Nicholas 
BAZATA, Douglas 

LEHMAN, John F., 
DEWEY, John 
PORTER, Russell 

Secretary of the Navy (Please expedite thru 
clearance, if possible) 

MEETING LOCATION 

Building White House 

Room No. Roosevelt 

Time of Meeting ___ 3_P_._M_. __ _ 

Morton C. Blackwell Requ.ested by ______________ _ 

134 2657 Room No _____ Telephone ________ _ 

Date of request April 30, 1981 

Addit ions and/or changes made by telephone should be limited to three (3) names or less. 

APPOINTMENTS CENTER: SIG/OE OB - 395-6046 or WHITE HOUSE - 456-6742 

UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE SSF 2037 (o, -,a) 







l?ooseu&r + w ~ ~ 
I ~.J.J.-:"---

t:.L,, 

Let~ - ~ f: /:t::::~J~~i : 
c~~ 

- (l r 0 w½ 
- + 

/J 

6- } ~ /L;n~ - J ~ ,_/ 

4'c..i.~ 

eLF-- ~-/ Sv;/<, 

M-vc /- 6' c. 'A /,r /I~ <c<v<_ 

t'h~ s~,... ,1,-/~' /-J 

J 1.. 

~~~~«~~~~~~~~-~~~I 
_ ~ //( :r/4JJ 5,, s ~ 
(/~ o/'/JC?, \~ 

f) (:_#v:4 ~ ~ ~ 
f 2t.~'◄i._, 



13l ( l Se-4~ 

· ({ 1 tE6 S6 
.) -

""1A ~ J-71-'l.Ali,.,-

O 11A b 1)/J-OJ cJ. -1o 4 2, ,~ ~-~-1-,,,of ! 

D~9~~ ~~~ 
()I/IU!J ~ ! 

J;,~ -;i± ~ 
/$-2cJA ~~ ~}JcO 

L ef6 ~ ~~ 

7-0'~ ' . -~- - .;_ ~ 
{;)c,,r~~ w.. 



PRESIDENT RONALD PEAGN~ ON !~~'S CONTROL & SOVIET BEHAVIOR 

THE PRESIDENT'S ~tWS C00,rERE~CE OF J A~ -VA.RY 29, 1981_ 

S-rn.ATICIC .~)IS U:'>IITAT!ON 

Q. ~fr. President, you campaigned 
rather vociferously against the SALT II 
creaty, 5aying it was slighcly toward the 
Soviet l: nion. Yet I no ciced vour Secre• 
cary of Seate, ~(r. Haig, no.:V see:ns co 
suggest thac for the time being, at least, 
the Cnited Scaces will :inide bv l~e l.imic.s 
of the SALT II treacv and h~ hooes ,he 
Soviet C n.ion will, co~. How lone: 'ao vou 
int~nd that the Cniced Seate; sho.uid 
ab:de by the terms of a SALT a~eer:1e!1t 
which vou consider ineouitable ;nd what 

I • ' 
do you consider its greatest ine9u.ities to 
be? 

Ts::t rusIDE:-.'T. Well, the SALT 
treaty, first of all, I chink, perm.its a con
tinued buildup on both sides of strategic 
nuclear weapons but, in che ma.in thing, 
authorizes an immediate increase in large 
numbers of Soviet warheads. The.~ is no 
verification as to the number of warheads 
on the nu55ile, no method for us to do 
this. 

I don' t think that a treaty--SAL T 
means strategic arms limitation-that 
actually permi~ a buildup, on both sides, 

of strategic nuclear weapons can properly 
be called that . . ..\nd I have said that when 
we ca~-and I am willing for our people 
co g~ Ill to ~ee:ociate or, let me sav1 ais
cuss1ons leaC11n11; to negotiations-chat we 
should start neQ"otiacing- on the basis of 
trying to enect an actual reduc tion in the 
nu.moers of nuclear ,,.,-eaoons. That would 
then be real ,tracegic arms limicacion . 

. \.1.d I happen co believe, also. ::hat vou 
can' t sit dO'-''n at a !:able .1.Ild ;u:s.r n.ez~ 
ace chat unless "/OU uke into account :n 
consic:ie~:1on ac ,hat cab le .ail che ocher 
•h ;n!Z'S :hac are <zo ine: on. In ocher :.vords. 
I be iieve ln lin.kag-e. 

~am :san Donalcson, .~C ~ews j. 

COAL.3 OF T"HE SOY'CET t.-·:•HON 

Q. ~fr. President. what do \"OU see as 
the long-range inte~cions of ~'le Soviet 
l." nion? Do you th.ink. fo r ins,ance. me 
Kremlin is benc on wor!d c!ominacion. :hac 
m.i~hc le~d ,o a continuation of che coid 
1~·;;.r, or do you think :hac under ocb.er ::::r• 
cumstances detence is possible? 

Ts:E PR.ES!DE:--rr. Well, so :ar decence's 
~een a one-way stree~ c.hac che S,J\~e: 
Cnion has used co pursue its own aims. I 
don't have to chink of an answer is to 
what I chink their tnce:1tions are : ~he-, 
have re?eated it. I !mow of no leader o'r 
the Soviet Union since the revolution and 
including- che present !eadershio. cha't nas 
not more than once repeated in . the vari• 
ous Communist congresses- thev ho!d cheir 
determination that their ?Oal ~ust be the 
gromocion of world revolution and a one
world Socialist or Communist state. 
whichever word you want to use. · 

Now, as long as they do that and as 
long as they, at the same time, have 
openly and publicly declared thac the onlv 
!Doralicv chev recognize is what will fur
ther the:r cause. meanin~ chev reserve 
unto themselves ~e ri~ht to commie anv 

crime, to Lie, to cheat, in order co :i.t~ 

~ and that -is moral, not immoral, 
and we operate on a different sec of ;cand◄ 

ards. I ch.ink when vou do business with 
chem, even at a ciecence. vou kee:i chat in 
mind. 



PRESIDENT REAGAN: NEGOTIATIONS AND LINKAGE -- April 30, 1981 

Remarks at White House Ceremony 
Commemorating the Holocaust 

"Theodore Roosevelt said that the presidency 
was a bully pulpit. Well, I, for one, intend that 
this bully pulpit shall be used on every occasion, 
where it is appropriate, to point a finger of shame 
at even the ugliness of graffiti, and certainly 
wherever it takes place in the world, the act of 
violence or terrorism, and that even at the negotia
ting table, never shall it be forgotten for a 
moment that wherever it is taking place in the 
world, the persecution of people, for whatever 
reason -- persecution of people for their religious 
belief -- that is a matter to be on that negotiat
ing table or the United States does not belong at 
that table." 



COMPAnlSON OF U .S. DEFENSE OUTLAYS AND 
~ · ESTIMATED DOLLAR COST OF SOVIET DEFENSE PROGRAMS 
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OFFICE OF 
THE DIRECTOR 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON 0 .C. 20503 

· Apri 1 23, 1981 

~vit~ 

Honorable G. V. Montgomery 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Sonny: 

In response to your inquiry concerning the Administration 1 s 
commitment to the Budget Authority figure for function 700, 
Veterans Benefits and Services, in the Reagan Bipartisan budget 
resolution, I want to assure you that we do not intend to support 
any amendment, on the House floor, to lower that or any other 
figure. 

As you know, the Reagan Bipartisan resolution was developed 
with the advice of Members of Congress who are strongly committed 
to the Veterans program. The Administration believes that this 
bipartisan resolution must be approved in its totality and with-

·out change. 

Si~erey, ~( ., 
I J...J-. 7t :v,v ~,..::::-_::::::=-_____ ----.:.. 

DAVID A. STOCKMAN 
Director 

DAS:gh 



DRAFT 

TO: Sonny Montgomery 

TIME SENSITIVE: White House wants to print 
list of supportive groups -
including the Legion -- at 
5:00 p.m. today. 

In response to your inquiry concerning the Administration's 
commitment to the Budget Authority figure for function 700, 
Veterans Benefits and Services, in the Reagan Bipartisan 
budget resolution, I want to assure you that we do not intend 
to support any attempt, on the House floor or in conference, 
to lower that number. 

As you know, ·the Reagan Bipartisan resolution was developed 
with the advice of members of Congress who are strongly 
committed to maintaining its numbers for function 700. The 
Administration shares that commitment and \·Ii 11 oppose any 
reduction in function 700 beyond the level of the Reagan 
Bioartisan resolution. 

N.B. 
• 

If this is approved by Stockman, it would be advisable for 
us to read the text, while the letter itself is being prepared, 
to Montgomery's office (and directly to the American Legion), 
so that the Legion's name can be added to the White House's 
publicized list of supporters. (And so that the Legion's clout 
can be added immediately to our efforts on the Hill. 
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TH E WH IT E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES 

April 21, 1981 

From: Morton C. Blackwell iJ 
!-!~/;~ 

Today I hosted a meeting in my office with thre officers of 
the American Legion: 

Michael Kogutek, national commander 
Robert Spanogle, Executive director of ·washington o ff ice 
Mylio Kraja, director national legislative commission 

Also present was Bill Gribbin, deputy director of Congressional 
Relations. 

The Legion representatives expressed concern that, if they 
came out and endorsed the President 's economic package, the y 
might lose out even if the Reag~n bipartisan bill (Gram..~-Latta} 
p a ssed the House intact. (They are for Gramm- Latta because they 
get back most of the y originally proposed V.A. cuts under the 
new p r opos a l. ) 

They wanted assurances that the President would fight in 
the House-Senate conference for the V.A. provisions of Gr amm
Latta, thereby assuring that GOP Senate conferees would not 
push for Senate-passed provisions which cut the V.A. as per 
the original 0MB p roposals. 

The strategy devised at our meeting was that the Legion wou ld 
contact Rep . Sonny Montgomery and ask him to call the President 
and ask him to write a note to Montgomery as s uring that the 
ndministration would support the V . . provisions of Gramm-La-eta 
in the House-Senate conference. Gribbin would alert Max Friedersdorf 
that a request would be c oming from Montgomery. ' 

The above request from the Legion was the single ma tter left 
to b e reso lved b efore the Legion would come on board in support 
of t he economic package . Dur ing the meeting we solve d their 
other major concern: I got Don Moran on the phone with Spanogle 
and me . The Legion was worried that V.A . h as in the works a 
a Reduction in Force (RIF} in accord with the original 0MB proposals . 
Moran agreed to immediately phone Acting V.A. administrator 
Rufus Wil son and direct him to c ease internal moves to imp lement 
the cut o f 1648 positions which the Gramm-Latta Reagan bipartisan 
proposal would restore from the cuts anticipated in the o r iginal 
mm proposal. 

A.'ll.eric,m Legion Commander I<ogutek agreed to keep in touch w:L th 
me and1rnakc his endo /.i.sernent when Rep. Montgomery gets the r equested 

n rP f rom the President. 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINCTON 

April 28, 1981 

Elizabeth H. Dole ~hf} 
orton C. Blackwel~ 

Defense Organization Briefing 

Per our previous discussions we have scheduled a meeting 

brief the defense experts from the veterans and military 

organizations about the President's program for military 

preparedness. 

The attached list of invitees has been cleared through 

Phelps Jones of the VFW, Bob Spanogle of the American Legion, 

and Nick LongWorth at the Veterans Administration. 

Tbe confirmed speakers are: 
/" 

1. Dr. ·William Schneider, Associate Director for National 

Security and International Affairs at the Office of 

Management and Budget 

2. Dave Sullivan, Director of Policy Planning and Counselor 

to the Director of the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency. 

The Secretary of the Navy, John Lehman, has also been invited to 

speak and we are awaiting his answer. 

This meeting will take place on May 1 from 3 P.M. to 5 P.M. in 

either the Roosevelt Room of the White House or room 132 in the 

OEOB. 

cc: Richard V. Allen 



.,. . 

MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 28, 1981 

Attendees: 

G. Michael Schlee, James Hubbard 
Edgar Ulsamer, Benjamin Catlin 
William B. Fulton 
Bob Nolan 
C. L. Kammeier 
Fran Greenlief 
Adolph Humphreys 
Warren Baker 
Charles "Mack" McKinney 
Phelps Jones 
Don Harlow 
Dan Graham, Bob Richardson 
Gabe Brinsky 
John Sheffy 

,, 

George Hennrikus, Minter Wilson,Jr. 
Nick Longworth, Douglas Bazata 

..,. 

American Legion 
Air Force Association 
Association of the U.S. Army 
Fleet Reserve Association 
Marine Corps League 
National Guard Association 
Reserve Officer's Association 
Navy League of the U.S. 
Non-Commissioned Officers Assoc. 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Air Force Sergeants Association 
American Security Council 
AMVETS 
National Assoc. of Uniformed Servs. 
Retired Officers Association 
Veterans Administration 



T o : Officer-i n-charge 

Appo intme nts Ce nt er 

Roo m 060, O EOB 

REQU EST FO R APPOINTMENTS 

PIPa se ad mi t the fo ll ow ing a p po intments o n _____ ~M~a-,y __ ] __ _ --- , 19 81 

for __ ~M~O~R~T~O~N~B=L~A~C=K~W~E= L=L~ _________ of Off j cc of Pub 1 i c Li a ;i. son 
{NAME OF P E R SO N TO BE V1S ll 2 D) (,JGC N CY ) 

✓SCHLEE , G . Michael ~ ~,,..~ 
V""HUBBARD , Jame s -~ ~ ·---..,,._;;;, 
VULSAJ'-1ER , Edgar)~f~ a......o-c.. . 
vCURTI S, Esther 
I/FULTON , Will i am B. ~ ,..,,/~ U · ~-~ 

VNOLAN , Rober t f.lec..rf-- ~ 
✓KAMMEI ER , C. L . M.~~~ 
~ACOB S·, Bruce '<\tOf-.1. -~ .~f><.;. 

✓HUMPHREYS , Adolph ~ 0 ~ ~. 
✓ BAKER , Wa r ren 'l\°"'4- tA.~ 
J MCK,JNNEY , Charle s )ii,-,,....~. ~ 
V JON ES , Phelps V ,::w · 
✓HARLOW , Don ~ ~ 5~ a.-.-u 
. GRAH AM , Dan ~ - ~ t<,, - C,,.c,,,...c.J; 
RI CHARDSON •, Robert - ~ S. C . 
BRINSKY., Gabe ,4YV\v -e.r..s 

✓ SHEFFY , John Y\~ ~~ ~~ $U1--· 
i/ HENN RI KU S, George '-\ 6,,d,/~J ~ 
V WI LSON, Minter , Jr / H~---~rrr---- -
✓✓LONGWORTH, Nichola s\ V 

BAZATA, Douglas J 
ASHWORTH, BOB - Aft\ v /!Ts 

VEDMI STON, Stephen L. - A-V, 

✓LEHMAN , John F ., Secre tary o f the Navy ( PJea se e xpedite thr u 
✓DE\'vEY, J o h n -~~ clearance , if p ossib] t"' ) 

.POR':PE R , Ru3sell 

Sv~ /Gt~- YlS ~ S~ Sf-o.t/- "1'\~ 

ME ET ING LOCAT ION 

Building White Ho use 

Room No . Roosevelt 

Tim e of Mee ting ___ 3_ P_._M_ . __ _ 

Morton C . Bla c k well 
Requ_ested by ___ _ 

134 Room No ____ T el eph o ne 2 65 7 

Date o f requ est April _ 3 0 , 19_8_1 _ _ __ _ 

A d d i:ion s .;nd/ or changes made b y 1r lephone sh o ul d be lim ited to thr ee (:? 1 , • e, or less. 

APPOI N T ME NTS CENTE R : SIG / O E OB - 395 -60~6 o r WHITE HOU ~£ ~~ _-67 4 2 

UNITED S T AT ES SE CRET SERV I C E 
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VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 
OF Tl-IE UNITED STATES 

FO UND ED 1 899 

·1 
~!'. 

!j -t" 

OFFICE OF 

D IRE CTOR April 1, 1981 
NATIONAL SE CURITY AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell 
Office of Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Morton: 

V. F . W. MEMORIA L BUILDI NG 

200 MARY LAND A V E NUE,N. E . 

WRSHINGTON, D. C. 20002 

As per our conversation this morning, here follows "defense specialists" 
veteran/fraternal/patriotic groups with local offices: 

1. The American Legion, G. Michael Schlee (861-2700/ }'·v1
• . ~ 
• 

2. 

3. 

The Air Force Association, Gener 1 R ss Dougherty, USAF (Ret. ) and 
Ed_gar Ulsamer (637-3300) ( t"'f' ,eoC--C----·) f1,t..J <r,,~·~> (;f;I ~ 
tZt-d <k,,., 0-r=";·., 

Air Force Sergeants Association, Don Harlow (899-3500) J 

of major 

4. American Security Councii Lt. Gen. Dan Graham and Brig. Gen. Bob Richardson 
(484-1677) ? 

'-/:,-'1- 9,~ 
5. AMVETS, Gabe Brinsky (-2-23= 9550) 7 

6. Association of Retired Intelligence Officers, General 
~ ~) - i 
790- 1751> 

Dick Stilwell, USA (Ret.) 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Association of 

Li vJ-u u, ~ 

c + ~ '1-l.t.. ~ fr -- F ,..,._ 
the U.S. Army (AUSA), Ma or ,General Bobi:ocklin (841 - 4300) ~-

Fleet Reserve Association, Bob Nolan (785-2768)"" ~ -
C., t.,.• 

Marine Corps League (524-1137) ~ ~ v,1-~ - ;......,.__, 

10. National Association for Uniformed Services, John Sheffy (750-1342) '1'-f a,,,,-v &!!f-,,~ 

11. National Guard Association (NGA), Major General Fran Greenlief (789-0031)~ -

U.1•• ' . 12. Reserve Officers' Association, Major General J. Mil~ r- " (479-2200) 1,.:./, 

13. Navy League of the U. S., Captain Vincent C. Thomaf /#0298-9282) 

. u)a,, ie-.v I~ · te,,.z-, . 



Page 2 -- Mr. Blackwell 
April 1, 1981 

14. Non-Corrnnissioned Officers Association, "Mack"/1 McKinney (546- 7891) lfv -
15. Retired Officers 

;j,eo lb--,,,,.~ n,,bdt-v v~~ h , 
Association, Lt. Gen. Leroy Manor (549-231 l)~<l-M--1 ',rj(f:ac/,1.,1 

16. Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U. S., Phelps Jones (543-2239) ~¾/ 

Of all the foregoing, the Legion, V.F.W., American Security Council, AUSA, NGA, 
ROA, and Navy League people constitute the "short list" for a more intimate 
setting. 

As you know about the Heritage, Weyrich, Phillips, Vigerie operations, I have not 
included these fine groups. 

Attached, FYI, as per our conversation. 

See you on April 14 at 10 A.M., at ROA, if not before. 

Be brave and keep the faith. 

PJ/rrunt 
Attachment 

Cordially, 

~' Phelps Jones 



FRANK PHELPS JONES 
OFFICE: 202/543-2239 
HOME: 703/521-6659 

Here follows individuals and groups who are supportive of my effort to become 
Under Secretary, United States Army: 

The Heritage Foundation 

Senator Gordon Humphrey, New Hampshire 

Senator Jake Garn, Utah 

Senator Paul Laxalt, Nevada 

Senator John Warner, Virginia 

Senator Jerry Denton, Alabama 

Senator Strom Thurmond, South Carolina 

Senator Bob Dole, Kansas 

Senator Harry F. Byrd, Virginia 

Senator John Tower, Texas 

Congressman Robin Beard; Tennessee 

Congressman Sonny Montgomery, Mississippi 

Congressman Phil Crane, Illinois 

Congresswoman Marjorie Holt, Maryland 

Congressman Tom Evans, Delaware 

Former Congressman Bob Wilson, California 

Secretary of State Alexander M. Haig, Jr. 

Dr. Ernest Lefever, Department of State 

General Richard Stilwell, USA (Ret.) 

Rich Williamson, White House 

Howie Phillips, Conservative Caucus 

Major General F. L. G~eenlief, National Guard Association 

Major General J. ~ilnor Roberts, Reserve Officers Association 

Major General Bob Cocklin, Association of the U. S. Army 

Sven Kraemer, NSC Staff 

John Fisher, President, American Security Council 



FRANK PHELPS JONES, DIRECTOR 
NATIONAL SECURITY AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES 

Phelps Jones retired from the United States Army as : a.- colonel of infantry 
and was appointed ~o his present position by then Commander-in-Chief 
Joseph L. Vicites on March 10, 1972. 

Born in Stamford, Connecticut, Jones attended local schools and the Phillips 
Exeter Academy, Exeter, New Hampshire. He enlisted in the infantry in 
December, 1941, arid following graduation from Officers Candidate School in 
1942, served in the 15th Infantry Regiment, 3d Infantry Division, throughout 
the North African, Sicilian and Italian campaigns. Phelps Jones was granted 
an honorable discharge in November, 1945 as a captain • . 

He served briefly as· a r ·eporter on the Stamford (Conn.) Advocate before 
entering Yale College from which he graduated in 1948. There followed . a year 
of graduate study at Yale (International Relations) and two years in New York 
as assistant advertising manager of Simtex Mills, a division of the Simmons 
Company. 

Recalled to active d~ty in June, 1951 for the Korean emergency, Colonel 
(then Captain) Jones was competitively selected for the Regular Army and 
served therein until his early and voluntary retirement. 

Military duties included: instructor at the Infantry School; Korean service 
with the 40th Infantry Division; aide-de-camp to General Maxwell Taylor; 
service on the Army General Staff; Associate Professor of Social Science at 
West Point; battalion and brigade commander in Germany; so~e U. S. Army 
selectee for Canada's National ~ f ence College; Military Assistant to 
General Earle G. Wheeler, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; service with 
the 173d Airborne Brigade in Vietnam; and, service in the office of the Chief 
of Staff, U. S. Army. 

Phelps Jones is listed ~n the Infantry Officer Candidate School Hall of Fame 
at Fort Benning, Georgia • . 

During his lengthening association with the V.F.W., Phelps Jones has advanced 
the security program of the V.F.W. both within and outside ,the organization, 
before successive Administrations and Congresses. He has made numerous 
appearances on local and national media to further a wide variety of V.F.W.-
mandated positions. . __ . · 

. ' 
Jones' decorations include: the Si1ver Star; Legion of Me~it (3); Bronze 
Star (3); Purple Heart; Chung Mu (Korea); Croix de Guerre (France); Cross .. of 
Gallantry (Vietnam); and, th~ U. S. and Korean Presidential Unit Ci~ations. 

Jones is married to the foi'me~ Dorothy Isobel Moore of Chester, Pennsylvania. 
Phelps and Dorothy have two children: a son, Carter, a lieutenant in the 
Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army; and, a daughter, Page, a college senior 
(1980-81). The family resides in Arlington, Virginia. 
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W ASH I NGTON 

April 30, 1981 

FROM: 

Richard V. Allen (; ;;, . 

Morton C. Blackwel~ J, 

TO: ·• 

RE: Briefing of veterans organizations and pro-defense groups 

We have scheduled tomorrow afternoon a briefing of the attached 
~ t ist of pro-defense supporters of the President. Our briefers 

were to be: 

Dr. William Schneider 
Secretary of the Navy John Lehman 
Dave Sullivan 

Schneider will discuss the President's increases in the defense 
budget. We have asked Secretary Lehma1n to discuss the President's 
policy for military preparedness. Dave Sullivan was to address 
the President's arms control philosophy. 

Bill Schneider, Secretary Lehman and Dave Sullivan all accepted, 
but now Sullivan would clearly be inappropriate. 

These leaders whom we are briefing all have substantial networks 
which can be motivated to support actively the President's legislative 
program. 

No doubt they have all read this mornings paper regarding Dave 
Sullivan's abrupt departure. We ~rgently need another well 
qualified Administration spokesman. Because I have had previous 
very successful dealings with Sven Kraemer, I would like to 
request that you designate him to give our meeting tomorrow a 
briefing on the President's arms control philosophy. If you prefer. 

• • I 
his remarks will be off the record. 



\ fE \I OR A7'DL:M 

THE WHITE HOCSE 

W AS HIN GTON 

April 28, 1981 

TO: Elizabeth H. Dole 

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell 

RE: Defense Organization Briefing 

Per our previous discussions we have scheduled a meeting to 

. brief the defense experts from the veterans and military ..... 
organizations about the President ' s program for m1litary .. 
preparedness. 

The attached list of invitees has been cleared through 

Phelps Jones of the VFW , Bob Spanogle of the American Legion, 

and Nick Longworth at the Veterans Administration. 

The confirmed speakers are: 

1. Dr. ·William Schneider, Associate Director for National 

Security and International Affairs at the Office of 

Management and Budget 

2 . Dave Sullivan, Director of Policy Planning and Counselor 

to the Director of the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency. 

The Secretary of the Navy, John Lehman, has also been invited to 

speak and we are awaiting his answer . 

This meeting will take place on May 1 from 3 P .M . to 5 P .M. in 

either the Roosevelt Room of the White House or room 132 in the 

OEOB . 

cc: Richard V. Allen 
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April 28, 1981 

Attendees: 

(. ~ 1·~?t>O G. Michael Schlee, James Hubbard American Legion t lo3?, 3jbt) Edgar Ulsamer, .Reo j aroi i::i Cat.b¼-nfl¼ £~4ht~ ? l\ir Force Association 
Z <J'-/1- 4300 William B. Fulton Ce..n . C:Mfis Association of the U.S. Army 
-/.., 7t?~?le$ Bob No l an Fleet Reserve Association -...... 
>< - 11 37 C. L . Kammeier ___ --------- Marine Corps League 
K 7 · " National 

Ai r Force Ser eants Association 
Security Council 

~.,:_;___,____,__::;,-;-.....,..-,-- ,,,.....--,....,..-.;o.._----------------::-;--:--r-- --:;---:-----. 
( National Assoc. of Uniformed Servs. 
( . Retired O icers Association 

ministration 
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REQUEST FOR APPOINtMENTS 

..(.• ~ ()"'1>. . ► --1 

~ 

To: Officer-in-charge 
Appointments Center 
Room 060, OEOB 

Please admit the following appointments on ___ F_e_b_r_u_a_r_y~_l_4~'-------- , 19 81 

for Elizabeth Dole of White House 
-----'---, N_A_M_E_O....;.l"____;_P_IIR....;.S_c;O_c;N~TCC..0-B_II_V_IS-IT_E_D..,..) _____ ( ACIIINCY) 

SEE ATTACHED LIST. 

MEETING LOCATION 

White House Building ___________ _ Requested by Wayne Valis 

Roosevelt Room 
Room No.----------- Room No. 128 Telephone __ 6_2_9_7 ___ _ 

T. f M . 1 : 0 0 p • rn. 1me o eeting ________ _ Oate of request __ 2_/_l_3_/_8_l _______ _ 

Additions and/or changes made by telephone should be limited to three (3) names or less. 

APPOINTMENTS CENTER: SIG/OEOB - 395-6046 or WHITE HOUSE - 466-6742 

UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE SSI" ZOJ7 (01-11) -I 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name Withdrawer 

BLACKWELL, MORTON: FILES RB 8/11/2011 
w 

File Folder FOIA 

VETERANS: MEETINGS VETERANS GROUPS - WHITE 
HOUSE - 05/01 /1981 DEFENSE EXPERTS 

F06-0055/07 

POTTER, CLAIRE 

Box Number 

47 65 

DOC Document Type No of Doc Date Restric-

NO Document Description pages tions 

1 LIST 1 ND B6 

RE. PARTICIPANTS FOR MEETING OF VETERANS 
GROUPS 

Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(J) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 



SUGGESTED TALKING Pi FOR MEETING WITH 

/~?.7 
eterans Organization .Leaders 

Fe~ruary 14, 1981 

.In his announcement last week, the President listed 

. .Veterans Administration compensation and pension benefits 
:-,~s ~~ '~ among the seven program areas where significant 
budgets cuts must not be made. 

Our overall ebonomic situation, however, is grim. It 
was in the interest of the previous administration to 
.make things appear as rosy as possible, but many things 
are much worse than most of us realized. 

In order for the government to be able to continue to meet 
.its obligations to veterans, to afford an adequate national 

, :_, .. _ ,(: defense, and to provide for the other necessary functions 
of government, we must turn this country' economy around. 
That means a new era of restraint of government programs 
which burden productive taxpayers. That means fighting 
inflation by cutting government. ·To do that we need your help. 

Mr. Don Moran of the Office of Management and Budget will 
outline for you the problems ·now. facing our economy. Then 
.he will give you the parameters of the .economic .package 
which President Reagan will present ·to the nation next 
Wednesday. 



To: Officer-in-charge 
Appointments Center 
Room 060, OEOB 

REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENTS 

Please admit the follow ing appointments on ___ .Mar __ c;h"'-=--'-7 ____________ , 19 81 

for M:>rton Blackwell of Off ice of Public Liaison : __ ...£~~~, N....o!A~M~E~Oo<,F=P,,,.ER=S=O-N_T_O_B_E_v_,s_,T_E_D-:--) ----- (AGENCY) 

Brinsky, Gabriel - National Service & Legislative Director, AMVErS 

Lyngh, Robert - American Legion 

Hartnett, Norman - Disabled Arrerican Veterans 

Juarde, Fred - Director of National Veterans Service, VFW 

Schwab, Donald - Director of National Legislative Service, VFW 

Spanogle, Robert - Arrerican Legion 

MEETING LOCATION 

Building ____ O=!EO=.c..cc.B _____ _ Requested by nbrton Blackwell 

Room No ____ ........ ~ - ----- Room No. 128 Telephone 456-6246 

Time of Meeting _ ___.l ..... 0...,; .... 0,..0......,A..., ..... M......_. __ Date of request_~3,.,_/_,6..,/....,8,...l...__ ________ _ 

Additions and/or changes made by telephone should be limited to three (3) names or less. 

APPOINTMENTS CENTER: SIG/OEOB - 395-6046 or WHITE HOUSE - 456-6742 

UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE ssF 2037 (os-,a) 



DRAFT 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Ed Harper 

Elizabeth Dole 

Briefing of Majo 

As you know, the veterans organizations were supportive of 

the campaign last year. Because of delays and disagreement 

regarding the filling of the position of VA Administrator, there 

has developed a certain sense of uneasiness in the veterans 

groups about the Administration's policies towards veterans. 

I understand that announcements regarding cuts in veterans 

programs will be made on March 10. I would appreciate it if 

you would make Don Moran available to us for a briefing of 

the four major veteran organization leaders on or about 

March 6th or 7th. This will give the veteran group leaders, 

who are generally supportive of the President's economic 

program, the advance notice they need so that they feel a part 

of the decision-making process. 

If such a briefing is possible, please ask Don Moran to work 

out the details with Morton Blackwell of our office. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 1, 1981 

Memorandum for the Files .,11!).. 
Meeting in Office of Ed Meese, March 31, 1981 

Participants: 

Robert Spanogle 
Executive Director, American Legion 

Norman B. Harnett 
Director of Services, Disabled American Vets 

Cooper T. Holt 
Executive Director, Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Robert Lyngh 
Director, Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation, American 
Legion 

Donald Schwaub 
Legislative Director, Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Rick Hielman 
Legislative Director, Disabled American Veterans 

Administration Participants: 

Ed Meese 
Ed Thomas 
Morton Blackwell 



Bob Spanogle expressed for the entire group their 
personal support of the President and their relief 
at his rapid progress in recovering from his wound. 

The veterans presented the attached letter to Mr. Meese 
from their respective National Commanders. 

Gabby Hartnett expressed concern at the proposal to 
process veterans' claims at one (or three) central 
office(s) rather than adjudicate claims at the 57 
regional offices as at present. He expressed the view 
that claims might now take six months to process. 

Ed Meese pointed ,6 ut that most claims are not processed 
in person by claimants and that it is largely now 
done by mail. 

The veterans said they feel that 0MB wants to vector 
the V.A. hospitals into the private sector. 

Ed Meese said that the V.A. estimates quoted in the 
letter may be incorrect and that figures from within 
the bureaucracy are legitimately suspect. He said that 
the Administration proposes no cuts in V.A. medical 
personnel. 

Cooper Holt said Don Moran at 0MB has not talked to 
anyone at V.A. except Moran's own four people. 

Mr. Meese pointed out that there are very large 
percentages of empty beds in V.A. hospitals. The 
veterans replied that one reason the beds are vacant 
is that there are not enough medical personnel to 
staff the wards. 

The veterans said that the V.A. has 
than the private sector hospitals. 
68 percent of V.A. patients have no 
Cooper Holt said 36 percent of V.A. 
incomes less than $2,000/year. 

economized better 
They said that 
medical insurance. 
patients have 

Mr. Meese said the goal of the President is to improve 
the quality of medical care afforded veterans, that 
the Administration is intereste d in moving the V.A. more 
in line with the Defense Department as a component of 
national defense. He said his own view was that the 
V.A. should report through a cabinet secretary, for 
better administrative control. 



Bob Lyngh said, "We are for that." 

Mr. Meese said we will have the new V.A. administrator, 
whom we are close to picking, consult with the 
represented organizations as we develop veterans pcilicy 
and programs. He promised to see that the questions 
raised in the veterans' letter were answered, by some 
ofhis own people as well as by 0MB people. He closed 
by saying that the President, of all people, is not 
interested in slighting veterans. 



Honorable Edwin Meese, III 
Counselor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Meese: 

March 31, 1981 

Following is a joint statement by the National Commanders of The 
American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars and Disabled American Veterans. 

These are points the organizations would like you to consider in 
projecting funding for veterans programs. 0MB actions contradict the 
following statements. 

# At the VFW National Convention in August 1980, Candidate Reagan 
said: 11 ---to me it is unconscionable that veterans in need are denied 
hospital and medical care because of inadequate funding which has closed 
hospital beds and cut health-care personnel within the VA. 11 

# The 1980 Republican Party Platform states: "In particular we feel 
it is of vital importance to continue and expand the health-programs 
provided to veterans through the Veterans Administration hospitals. Here 
we see the need for increased access to care especially for older veterans. 

In the face of these public statements of policy by the President and 
his Party, these are the things that have happened since he took office. 

# In a document presented to the staffs of the Committees on Veterans 
Affairs, the 0MB Director wrote: 11 In addition, the existence of excess 
medical care capacity in many areas of the United States makes questionable 
the need for a separate VA medical system. This Administration will conduct 
a complete review of alternative methods for providing readily available, 
quality medical care for eligible veterans. 11 

# In an appearance before the Senate Budget Committee, the 0MB Director 
said that the Reagan Administration is preparing --- proposals to effect a 
more efficient system of veterans health services. 

# The Administration proposes $1.3 billion in reductions in VA programs 
for FY 1981 and 1982. The major areas of impact of these reductions will be 
the medical care program and the regional offices, both of which are the main 
points of contact between veterans and VA. 
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# 0MB defends the reductions as being less than 3.2% of the total VA 
budget. However that includes entitlement programs which comprise 64% of 
the VA Budget and are fixed costs. The reductions comprise about 10% of 
the adjustable funds - some 36% of the total VA Budget. 

# Medical care reductions will, by VA projections 

Cause reduction of 933 nurses, 297 doctors and more than 4,000 
medical support personnel 
Cause closing 1,800 beds in 60 hospital wards, equivalent to 
four hos pita 1 s 
Result in a decrease of 1,583,000 outpatient visits and 3,628 
nursing care patients 
Terminate the Readjustment Counseling Program for Vietnam veterans 
Reduce VA doctors' incentive pay (provided by Congress to alleviate 
a severe recruitm~nt and retention problem) 
Decrease rehabilitative and medical research 
Reduce vocational rehabilitation counseling for service-connected 
disabled veterans 

# Regionalization proposed for VA Regional Offices will eliminate direct 
service to veterans who are attempting to develop claims for benefits. Regional 
Offices will be reduced to information and counseling contacts. 

# In FY 1976 the VA Budget was 5% of the total Federal Budget. In FY 
1981 the VA Budget was 3.2% of the total Federal Budget - proving that veterans 
programs are not expanding. 

# During the past ten years the size of the VA hospital system has been 
reduced by 20,000 beds, 15,000 of those in the last 4 years at a time when the 
veteran population has been increased by 9.6 million Vietnam Era veterans -
and the 12.5 million WW II veteran population has reached an average age of 61 -
becoming more subject to catastrophic illnesses. 

# El imi na ti:on of the Readjustment Counse 1 i ng Program wi 11 terminate the 
single program established to deal with the special problems of non-readjusted 
Vietnam veterans. 

# The overwhelming majority of veterans in VA hospitals, and who use 
the clinics, are elderly and poor. They would be public charges in any case. 

# The military has indicated it is no longer able to handle any 
appreciable number of casualties in event of overseas hostilities. It will 
have to have help from VA. And VA facilities will inevitably deteriorate, 
both physically and in staff capabilities, under the Administration's planned 
reductions. 
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# The veterans organizations are strongly in favor of the most 
efficient and cost-effective management of veterans programs, and will work 
positively with the Administration to that effect - if they are invited to 
do so. In point of fact comprehensive care in VA hospitals costs 10% less 
than comparable care in private sector hospitals. 

# The three major organizations, with their Auxiliaries, represent 
more than 7 million active citizens - and they speak as much as anyone can 
for the veteran constituency. 

# History shows that veterans will in fact fight to save their hospitals -
and, if necessary, will take their case to the people - as they have done before . 

# The veterans organizations are convinced the planned funding reducti ons 
will severely hurt both medical care and delivery of service to veterans and 
dependents . The veterans organizations believe economies can be effected, but 
not in the way they are now projected by 0MB. 

# The veterans organiiations ask that the funding be replaced for medical 
care, for medical and prosthetic research, for rehabilitation counselling 
(including the Vietnam Veteran Outreach Centers), and for operation of the 
Regional Offices. 

# The veterans organizations are willing and desirous of meeting with 
VA and 0MB officials to work out plans for economies in management and operation 
of veterans assistance programs. 

# If current 0MB policies vis-a-vis veterans health care and regional i zation 
of Regional Offices are pursued into future fiscal years, the VA will be unable 
to render effective and efficient service to the nation's 30 million veterans, 
their dependents and survivors. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
MICHAEL J. KOG 
National Commander 
The American Legion 

t2d'~ 
ARTHUR J. FELLWOCK 
Commander-In-Ch ief 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. 

~~- ~ 
'-. 1/ ~ "--

STAN PEALER 
National Conmander 
Disabled American Veterans 
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Legislative Director, Veterans of Foreign Wars 
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Legislative Director, Disabled American Veterans 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

April 1, 1981 

Memorandum for the Files !l:f!). 
Meeting in Office of Ed Meese, March 31, 1981 

Participants: 

Robert Spanogle 
Executive Director, American Legion 

Norman B. Harnett 
Director of Services, Disabled American Vets 

Cooper T. Holt 
Executive Director, Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Robert Lyngh 
Director, Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation, American 
Legion 

Donald Schwaub 
Legislative Director, Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Rick Hielman 
Legislative Director, _Disabled American Veterans 

Administration Participants: 

Ed Meese 
Ed Thomas 
Morton Blackwell 



Bob Spanogle expressed for the enti~e group their 
personal support of the President and their relief 
at his rapid progress in recovering from his wound. 

The veterans presented the attached letter to Mr. Meese 
from their respective National Commanders. 

Gabby Hartnett expressed concern at the proposal to 
process veterans' claims at one (or three) central 
office(s) rather than adjudicate claims at the 57 
regional offices as at present. He expressed the view 
that claims might now take six months to process. 

Ed Meese pointed put that most claims are not processed 
in person by claimants and that it is largely now 
done by mail. 

The veterans said they feel that 0MB wants to vector 
the V.A. hospitals into the private sector. 

Ed Meese said that the V.A. estimates quoted in the 
letter may be incorrect and that figures from within 
the bureaucracy are legitimately suspect. He said that 
the Administration proposes no cuts in V.A. medical 
personnel. 

Cooper Holt said Don Moran at 0MB has not talked to 
anyone at V.A. except Moran's own four people. 

Mr. Meese pointed out that there are very large 
percentages of empty beds in V.A. hospitals. The 
veterans replied that one reason the beds are vacant 
is that there are not enough medical personnel to 
staff the wards. 

The veterans said that the V.A. has 
than the private sector hospitals. 
68 percent of V.A. patients have no 
Cooper Holt said 36 percent - of V.A. 
incomes less than $2,000/year. 

economized better 
They said that 
medical insurance. 
patients have 

Mr. Meese said the goal of the President is to improve 
the quality of medical care afforded veterans, that 
the Admini s t ra tion is intereste d in moving the V.A. more 
in line with the Defense Department as a component of 
national defense. He said his own view was that the 
V.A. should report through a cabinet secretary, for 
better administrative control. 



Bob Lyngh said, "We are for that. " 

Mr. Meese said we will have the new V.A. administrator, 
whom we are close to picking, consult with the 
represented organizations as we develop veterans policy 
and programs. He promised to see that the questions 
raised in the veterans' letter were answered, by some 
of his own people as well as by 0MB people. He closed 
by saying that the President, of all people, is not 
interested in slighting veterans. 



Honorable Edwin Meese, III 
Counselor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Meese: 

March 31, 1981 

Following is a joint statement by the National Commanders of The 
American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars and Disabled American Veterans. 

These are points the organizations would like you to consider in 
projecting funding for veterans programs. 0MB actions contradict the 
following statements. 

# At the VFW National Convention in August 1980, Candidate Reagan 
said: 11 ---to me it is unconscionable that veterans in need are denied 
hospital and medical care because of inadequate funding which has closed 
hospital beds and cut health-care personnel within the VA. 11 

# The 1980 Republican Party Platfonn states: "In particular we feel 
it is of vital importance to continue and expand the health-programs 
provided to veterans through the Veterans Administration hospitals. Here 
we see the need for increased access to care especially for older veterans. 

In the face of these public statements of policy by the President and 
his Party, these are the things that have happened since he took office. 

# In a document presented to the staffs of the Committees on Veterans 
Affairs, the 0MB Director wrote: "In addition, the existence of excess 
medical care capacity in many areas of the United States makes questionable 
the need for a separate VA medical system. This Administration will conduct 
a complete review of alternative methods for providing readily available, 
quality medical care for eligible veterans." 

# In an appearance before the Senate Budget Corrmittee, the 0MB Director 
said that the Reagan Administration is preparing --- proposals to effect a 
more efficient system of veterans health services. 

# The Administration proposes $1.3 billion in reductions in VA programs 
for FY 1981 and 1982. The major areas of impact of these reductions will be 
the medical care program and the regional offices, both of which are the main 
points of contact between veterans and VA. 
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# 0MB defends the reductions as being less than 3.2% of the total VA 
budget. However that includes entitlement programs which comprise 64% of 
the VA Budget and are fixed costs. The reductions comprise about 10% of 
the adjustable funds - some 36% of the total VA Budget. 

# Medical care reductions will, by VA projections 

Cause reduction of 933 nurses, 297 doctors and more than 4,000 
medical support personnel 

Cause closing 1,800 beds in 60 hospital wards, equivalent to 
four hos pita 1 s 
Result in a decrease of 1,583,000 outpatient visits and 3,628 
nursing care patients 
Terminate the Readjustment Counseling Program for Vietnam veterans 

Reduce VA doctors' incentive pay (provided by Congress to alleviate 
a severe recruitment and retention problem) 

Decrease rehabilitative and medical research 

Reduce vocational rehabilitation counseling for service-connected 
disabled veterans 

# Regionalization proposed for VA Regional Offices will eliminate direct 
service to veterans who are attempting to develop claims for benefits. Regional 
Offices will be reduced to infonnation and counseling contacts. 

# In FY 1976 the VA Budget was 5% of the total Federal Budget. In FY 
1981 the VA Budget was 3.2% of the total Federal Budget - proving that veterans 
programs are not expanding. 

# During the past ten years the size of the VA hospital system has been 
reduced by 20,000 beds, 15,000 of those in the last 4 years at a time when the 
veteran population has been increased by 9.6 million Vietnam Era veterans -
and the 12.5 million WW II veteran population has reached an average age of 61 -
becoming more subject to catastrophic illnesses. 

# Elimination of the Readjustment Counseling Program will terminate the 
single program established to deal with the special problems of non-readjusted 
Vietnam veterans . 

# The overwhelming majority of veterans in VA hospitals, and who use 
the clinics, are elderly and poor. They would be public charges in any case. 

# The military has indicated it is no longer able to handle any 
appreciable number of casualties in event of overseas hostilities. It will 
have to have help from VA. And VA facilities will inevitably deteriorate, 
both physically and in staff capabilities, under the Administration's planned 
reductions . 
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# The veterans organizations are strongly in favor of the most 
efficient and cost-effective management of veterans programs, and will work 
positively with the Administration to that effect - if they are invited to 
do so. In point of fact comprehensive care in VA hospitals costs 10% less 
than comparable care in private sector hospitals. 

# The three major organizations, with their Auxiliaries, represent 
more than 7 million active citizens - and they speak as much as anyone can 
for the veteran constituency. 

# History shows that veterans will in fact fight to save their hospitals -
an d;· if necessary, will take their case to the people - as they have done before. 

# The veterans organizations are convinced the planned funding reductions 
will severely hurt both medical care and delivery of service to veterans and 
dependents. The veterans organizations believe economies can be effected, but 
not in the way they are now projected by 0MB. 

# The veterans organiiations ask that the funding be replaced for medical 
care, for medical and prosthetic research, for rehabilitation counselling 
{including the Vietnam Veteran Outreach Centers), and for operation of the 
Regional Offices. 

# The veterans organizations are willing and desirous of meeting with 
VA and 0MB officials to work out plans for economies in management and operation 
of veterans assistance programs. 

# If current 0MB policies vis-a-vis veterans health care and regionalization 
of Regional Offices are pursued into future fiscal years, the VA will be unable 
to render effective and efficient service to the nation's 30 million veterans, 
their dependents and survivors. 

Sincerely yours, 

~f/S~ 
MICHAEL J. KOGUTE~ 
National Commander 
The American Legion 

/2:r~ 
ARTHUR J. FELLWOCK 
Commander-In-Chief 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. 

~6 ~ ,..__ /~-.A.._....... ---
STAN PEALER 
National Corrrnander 
Disabled American Veterans 
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Robert Spanogle 
Executive Director , American Legion 

Norman B. Harnett 
Director of Services, Diabled American Vet s 

Cooper T . Holt 
Executive Director , Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Robert Lyngh 
Di r ector , Veterans Affairs and Re h a bilitation, American Legion 

Donald Schwaub 
Legislative Director , Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Rick Hielman 
Legislative Director , Disabled American Veterans 



~ V fr-;ij;i-~ p~ 

11l:_o~ ~ 
~ 9H> 
IA)~ : ri.Y ~. c) 001,;/ 

cJ O ol · h 6-,;) - cJ Is 0_. 

\ / 
/ 


	Withdrawal 1



