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Office of the 
Administrator 
of Veterans Affairs 

Washington, D.C. 20420 

Veterans 
Administration 

August 23, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

Honorable Elizabeth H. Dole 
Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison 
The White Hous e 

I very much enjoyed our discussi on on J uly 20th . The support and advice 
you offered at t hat t ime were sincer ely appreciat ed. 

I have been well pleased i n recent weeks by t he numerous posit ive reactions 
to my endeavor s and would l ike t o share with you a s ampling of t hese . 

Veter ans Servi ce Or ganizat i ons 

0 

0 

The Legi on of Valor, during its National Convention , 
July 14-17, i nt r oduced and adopted a Resolution 
commending " t he pr esent Administrati on under t he 
direction of Pr esi dent Reagan and Admi nistrator Ni mmo 
of the Veterans Administrat i on fo r their initiatives • • • . " 
(Resolution, Tab A) 

The Nati onal Association of Stat e Di rectors of Veterans 
Affairs has provided a draft of a Resolution commending 
"Robert P. Nimmo, Admi nistrator of Veterans Affairs, 
for his dedica tion, his concern and his management 
capabilitie s i n performing the a ssigned duties of hi s 
office; and • •• heart ily endorse President Reagan ' s 
courage and commitment to maintaini ng strong and f i scally 
r esponsible veterans programs in appointing Robert P . 
Nimmo •••• _ ti This Resolution wil l be int roduced during 
the upcomi ng N_at ional Convention, Sept ember 10- 16 . 
(Draft 1 Resolution, Tab B) · 

0 On t wo occasions, the Amer ican Veterans of WWII Kor ea & 
Vietnam (AMVETS) has publ ished supportive articles. 
(Arti cle from The Nati onal Amvet, Tab C) 

CONTINUED 



CONGRESS 

0 

0 

0 

My attendance at the DAV National Conventio'n, July 17-19, 
coincided with that of Congressman Marvin Leath and pro­
vided an opportunity for a valuable discussion of veterans 
programs. Mr. Leath's comments were highly supportive 
and were followed by a note of encouragement. 
(Note from Congressman Leath, Tab D) 

Congressman Henry Hyde has made a personal attempt to 
set the record straight by inserting in the Congressional 
Record an article entitled "The Other Side of the Veterans 
Administration Controversy." 
(Congressional Record, July 16, 1982, Tab E) 

In addressing the National Convention of AMVETS on 
August 12, Mr. Mack Fleming, Chief Counsel and Staff 
Director of the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs, 
publicly supported my handling of the VA budget. 
(Comments from Mr. Fleming's Prepared Statement, Tab F) 

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 

0 I have accepted numerous invitations to address the 
annu~l conventions of the Veterans Service Organizations 
and have used these occasions to clarify my position 
on veterans issues. In addition, I am participating 
in numerous VA ceremonial events which provide an 
opportunity for contact and discussion with Members of 
Congress and VA officials across the Country. I am 
finding the personal presentation of my position and 
goals to be a highly effective means of allaying the 
concerns of the veteran community. 
(Schedule of Speaking Engagements; Reaction to 
Address to American Ex-Prisoners of War, Tab G) 

MEDIA COVERAGE 

0 Both hexe in Washington and during my travel around 
the Country, I have accepted many requests for interview. 
While distorted accounts continue to appear sporadically, 
many articles have covered VA issues fairly and positively. 
(Schedule of Interviews; Sampling of Positive Media 
Coverage, Tab H) 
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NEW AGENCY INITIATIVES 

0 Agent Orange: Through the approval in early August 
of ten new . research projects, I have moved to enhance 
the Agency's scientific inquiry into the emotionally 
charged issue of health related effects of Agent 
Orange. This action has received wide and positive 
coverage. 

0 

(Press Release, Tab I) 

Advisory Committee on Readjustment Problems of Vietnam 
Veterans: Actions are underway to establish an 
advisory committee on the readjustment problems of 
Vietnam veterans. I believe the formation of this 
special committee will help to communicate to the 
veteran community my personal concern for those Vietnam 
veterans who continue to experience war related problems. 

I intend to continue to take aggressive and positive steps to eliminate the 
unfortunate misconceptions about my positions on veterans issues. 

Any additional suggestions or guidance you might offer will be much 
appreciated. 

ROBERT P. NIMMO 

Attachments 

Copy to: Honorable Morton C. Blackwell / 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Public Liaison 

; 
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LEGION OF VALOR 
OF THE UNITED ST ATES OF AMERICA , INC. 

FOUNDED AS MEDAL OF HONOR LEGION-1890 

CHARTERED BY ACT OF CONGRESS 1955 

RESOLUTION 11003 

WHEREAS, recently the Veterans Administration is taking 
great strides in the areas of Agent Orange and Delayed Stress, 
and 

WHEREAS, Vietnam Veterans have been plagued with these 
problems and have been asking for answers for years, and 

WHEREAS, the Veterans Administration has recently taken 
steps to provide answers and action on the issues of Delayed 
Stress and Agent Orange, now 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Legion of Valor of the 
United States does hereby connnend the present administration 
under the direction of President Reagan and Administrator Nimmo 
of the Veterans Administration for their initiatives in these 
critical areas. 

National Adjutant 





DRAFT 

Resolution 

WHEREAS, a proud history of accomplishments has been the Hallmark of the 
Veterans Administration for over fifty years; and 

WHEREAS, the Veterans Administration has kept pace with the demonstrated 
changing health needs of the nation's veterans by utalizing and contributing 
to the continual advancement in medical technology; and 

WHEREAS, the Veterans Administration has maintained a diversified system of 
veterans services unmatched and unequaled by any other government in the 
world; and 

WHEREAS, the Veterans Administration since its inception has remained under 
the close scrutiny of the President and the Congress of the United States 
while carrying out its mission; and 

WHEREAS, the Veterans Administration has persuasively demonstrated the 
justification of its dollar expenditures to meet the costs of careing for 
America's veterans and their dependents; and 

WHEREAS, the Veterans Administration has recognized that the application of 
advanced fiscal accountability proceedures is a pre-requisite in maintaining 
the integrity of the agency; and 

WHEREAS, the Veterans Administration management, under the outstanding leader­
ship of the Administrator of Veterans Affairs is indeed re-enforcing this most 
important accountability responsibility; now therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the National Association of State Directors of Veterans 
Affairs, in convention assembled in St. Croix, Virgin Islands on September 13-
15, 1982 that we do highly commend the Honorable Robert P. Nimmo, Administrator 
·of Veterans Affairs for his dedication, his concern and his management capabili­
ties in performing the assigned duties of his office; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we heartily endorse President Reagan's courage and 
commitment to maintaining strong and fiscally responsible veterans programs in 
appointing Robert P. Nimmo; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to President 
Ronald Reagan, Counselor to the President, Edwin Meese, III., and the leadership 
of the Senate and House Committees on Veterans Affairs and Appropriations. 

National Association of State Directors of 
Veterans Affairs 





THE NATIONALAMVET 
4847 Forbes Blvd., Lanham, MD 20706 

VA Chief Under Fire, 
But Job Appears Secure 

These last few months have 
not been kind to Administrator 
to Veterans Affairs Robert P. 
Nimmo. He has been chastised 
by Congress vilified by the 
Washington press ahd has. had 
his hands slapped by the White 
House. His deputy resigned and 
some veterans groups have 
called for his resignation. 

After all the turmoil and con­
troversy, the bottom line ap­
pears to be this: Nimmo will 
weather the storm and continue 
as VA Administrator. 

Nlmmo's problems began in 
earnest last winter when he an­
nounced a "freeze" of the VA 
hospital construction prQgram. 
AMVETS was among the first 
veterans organizations to ques­
tion this decision In the 
strongest possible manner. 

Another major veterans group 
was so Incensed by Nimmo's 
announcement they told Con­
gress, "Nimmo Must Go," but 
qualified that statement by ad­
ding " ... Unless He Changes 
His Ways." 

The problems of the VA chief 
were further compounded by 
revelations in a Washington 
television program, and subse­
q u en t I y In the Gannett 
newspapers that Nimmo had 
misappropriated the use of his 
government chauffeur and had 
r~modeled his 10th floor office 

Robert P. Nimmo 
at the VA in Washington In 
direct violation of a order by 
President Reagan. 

It turns out the VA inspector 
general agrees that the VA Ad­
ministrator had, indeed, but 
perhaps unwittingly, used his 
government chauffeur for per­
sonal transporation. Nimmo 
has reimbursed the government 

· the $6,000 cost. 
On the matter of remodeling 

his office, it seems as if Nimmo 
was smeared in the news 
media. It is true that he did 
spenc $54,000, but it was used 
to remodel his executive offices 
and executive staff offices 

See Nimmo, Pg. 12 

July/August, 198~ 

Nimmo 
From Pg. 1 

which comprise the ent ire 
southwestern wing on the 10th 
floor of the massive VA Central 
Office Building. 

Nimmo, a World War II 
bomber pilot, has never been 
popular with Vietnam veterans. 
He was not the first choice of 
Vietnam veterans groups for 
the job of VA Administrator. He 
further increased his un­
popularity with this veterans 
group by drawing an analogy in 
his first Interview after assum­
ing office between Agen t 
Orange and teenage acne. 

Many Vietnam veterans ac­
cuse Nimmo of dragging his 
feet on Agent Orange, and his 
attempt to cut the budget of the 
successful Vet Center program 
for Vietnam veterans won him 
few supporters among the Na­
t ion's youngest group ol 
veterans. 

In late June, Charles T. Hagel, 
Nimmo's decorated Vietnam 
veteran deputy, resigned for 
personal reasons, although it 
has been whispered around 
Washington that Nimmo and 
Hagel could not agree on the 
VA address of V i etna m 
veterans issues. 

The White House stepped in 
at this point. President ial 
Counselor Edwin Meese, 111 , 
held an emergency meeting 
with Nimmo, who is an old 
friend of Meese from the days 
when he served as a Cali forn ia 
legislator. · 

The decis ion: Meese an­
nounced that Nimmo wou ld 
stay as· Administrator. 

AMVETS position on al l of 
this is that we have to agree 
with some of the Admin is­
trator's critics that perhaps he 
has not moved quick enough on 
Agent Orar,ge and that the 
freeze of VA hospital construc­
tion was il l-advised. 

Yet, overall AMVETS is not 
dissatisfied with the job being 
aone by the VA Administrator. 

Commenting on the situation 
:'-lational Commander Donald R. 
9ussell says, "now that the fer­
vor has died down. maybe he 
cac get down to buniriess once 
agaI r and administrate the af­
fa ir~ , ' America's 30 million 
ve1~·rd ~ • 
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MARVI N LEATH 
11TH DIS T R ICT, TCXAS 

Dear Bob: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, O. C . 20515 

July 30, 1982 

Attendance at the DAV convention in Las 
Vegas was time very well spent. The mem­
bers of that organization are well informed, 
motivated, responsible and responsive. In 
short, DAV members are the personification 
of what is good about America. 

It was good to see you at the convention, 
as always, and I look forward to another 
opportunity in the near future for us to 
discuss our responsibilities to our nation's 
veterans. I have always felt fortunate that 
such a heavy responsibility is also a labor 
of love. 

Sincerely, 

/JJJ~ 
MARVIN LEATH 

- The Honorable Robert P. Nimmo 
Administrator 

. Veterans Administration ,. M \ 
Washington, DC 20420 • :f~ •Q._;(j . 

~D,\'a ~ ,~e-.rf" a~ rJ, rr \l 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD - E:cmuions of Rnnarks July 16, 1982 

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE VET­
ERANS ADMINISTRATION CON­
TROVERSY 

HON. HENRY J. HYDE 
OP ILLINOIS 

1K THE HOUSI: OF REPRl:SENTATIVES 

Thursday, Julv 15, 1982 I •Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I am sure 
we .have all read recent news reports 
regarding the controversy swirling 
around the head of the Adm!nistrator 
of the Veterans' Administration. 
Robert P. Nimmo. AE. with all things, 
there are always two sides to a story, 

. but it is rare that both sides are pre­
sented. 

Therefore, In an attempt to present 
the other side, I want to share with 
my colleagues an article which ap­
peared 1n the June 24 issue of The 
Stars and Stripes-The National Trib­
une. The author, Gabriel P. Brinsky, is 
the national service and legislative di-

. rector of AMVETS, and his comments 
are well worth everyone's attention. 

TD MuCltJlAD:Rs 
<By Gabriel Brinsky> 

What brines a man. fln&ncially independ-
. ent, out of retirement to eerve his rovem­

ment? A eearcb for power ••• perhaps. A 
1enee of dedication ••• possibly. Or maybe 
the eenae of duty to respond to a call from 
his President. 

Robert P . Nimmo, Admlnistrator of Veter­
ans Affain. did not leek the position be 
bold&. It 10\liht him. Just u he did 1everal 
Umes before u a 10ldier, be annrered his 
country•• call. 

Whether Robert Nimmo would answer the 
call U ft came today ia questionable. In spite 
of beln'a a capable and effective Admlniatra· 
tor, he bu come under severe barraaes. 
Some crfticiml la warranted, much la not. 
Bis bfsrest problem bu been b1a inexperi­
ence In tnowtna how the pme 1s played 1n 
the nation's capital. A person in public We 

In Washtn,ton, D.C. does not honestly and 
frankly express hfmaelf. Be speaks general· 
Jy to express nothing, for to voice a truism 
could result In t.be vultures descending In 
droves. 

And there 1s no denyin& that the Admln1s· 
t.rator has committed several faux pas 
wll.1cb have antaronized t.be Yarious service 
orranlzatlons. Por this, his wrists have been 
&lapped and they probably will be apJn in 
the future. Undoubtedly by now, the Ad· 
mlnlstrator understand& and accepts this. 

But muckrakin& 1s something else. It has 
no place 1n our aociety. None should be ex• 
poeed to It. And certainly a public eervant of 
Mr. Nimmo·s caliber should not be subjected 
to it.a abwie. Criticism of hil public utter• 
ances la one thine. Reflecting on his lntegri­
b by 1lantinl or con~ t.be fact.a is an­
other. 

Which brines WI to the allep.tions con• 
cernin& his remodeling of the executive of• 
fices and his use of a government vehicle. 

During a past month or so, the Adm inis• 
t.n.tor was attacked on consecutive days on 
television for his extravaaances in refur• 
blshing his executive offices and hl.6 use of a 
chauffeured car. This was followed by press 

; attention at appropriate, calculated inter• 
, vals, with articles expoundinr the theme of 

his extravagant abuses at t.be expense of 
t.he veterans. 

What the original fuss was all about was 
that Nimmo's offices were remodeled at a 
cost of $54 t.bouaand. The ft.cure la correct 
but t.be description 1s lackln&. The inference 
II that ft applied only t.o t.be Administrator's 
Immediate office. In fact, the cast oovered 
the entire executive area of the 10uthwest 
wing of t.be tenth floor invoMnr all of the 
l&&ff offices. The expenditure& for t.be Ad· 
ministrator'& office alone was approximate­
ly $18 thou.sand. 

Even to the most naive, this cost to ren• 
ovate the Administrator'& office, the head of 
the aecond lar&est arency In personnel and 
the third largest In appropriations, was not 
only reuonable but extremely modest. 

But t.bere la more. The $18 t.bousa.nd 
would not have been spent U certain 
chanres were not required because of the 
former occupant who was confined to a 
wheelchair. There were no carpets In cer• 
ta1n offices and surrounding areu to facili­
tate the locomotion of the former Ad.minis• 
tn.tor. And because of his handicap, he had 
a apeclal cb&ir whJch he took with him. 

There 1s no reason why the Administrat or 
of Veterans Affairs should ro without a 
desk or carpet.a on his floor. Nor 1s there any 
reason why he should be required to live 
with a VA motif wall covennr which v,as 
damaced, faded, and dirty. Or to accept 
wallpaper incompatible with the furniture . 

Come on! We're ta1.k1ns about a prominent 
official in our rovemment char&ed with 
running an agency with a budget of more 
than 24 billions <>f dollars. Even a middle 
level functionary 1s entitled to some perks 
such u a carpeted floor and a desk. Oh yes, 
and even a desk cb&ir. 

,Aa for t.be shower that wu Installed, some 
funds were expended In providing different 
acceuea to the two half baths 1n the execu­
tive aufte. The lhower and stall was stand­
ard prefabricated, a nonluxurlous, unit. 
Surely. ft 1s not unreuonable for the Ad· 
m1Distrator, when he needs to leave directly 
from b.la office to attend an official function 
to refresh hfmael! and to avoid smelling llke 
1eaterday•1 clot.bes. lf he la expected to 
work and to directly repair from his place of 
work. t.be lea.st we can do II place a ahov.er 
at his disposal. 

Of course, a blr deal wu made over the 
former Administrator's furniture v,h ich 
Nimmo sent to his daughter 1n the Depart• 

ment of Commerce. Nothins wu mentioned 
of the fact t.bat t.be former Adminfstrator·s 
furniture wu tranaferred to the Depart­
ment of Commerce In exchanre for execu­
tive furniture which they In tum would pro• 
vfde to the Veterans Adm1nlatratlon. Since 
the GSA furnishes all furniture, who got 
What la really immaterial. It all belongs to 
t.be rovemment and no .mta were involved. 

Aa for the al~ecatlom rel&tlna to the Ad­
mln1strator'1 use of a sovemment vehicle 
for transportation from home to office, the 
Veterans Adm1niatratlon'a ,Appropriation • 
Acta do prohibit, ll1nce 1978, such use of · 
transportation. Why the Admin1strator of 
Veterans Affaln lhould be alnrled out and 
denied such transportation 1a not clear. 

We may wonder bow an Administrator 
with an erratic BJChedule impoaed by uncer­
tain demands can be denied the flexlblll ty 
of repalrlnr to b1a residence and rN.Ctlng t o 
the demands of h1a reaponslbllltles. Admlt ­
&edly, remedial legislation 1a needed. 

But apart from all this. It 1a questionable 
whether the stories released criticizing the 
Administrator would have achieved the 
aame adverse impact bad certain relevant 
information been diacloaed. 

Consider, for example, the fact that ft was 
t.be Admlniatrator who requested the In• 
apector General to look into any impropri­
eties. It wu tbe A.dmin1atrator who request ­
ed that b1a office be furnfahed, not with new 
furniture available within the Arency. 

It wu the Admlnfatrator who voluntary 
1&ve up an air)r, cheerful reception room in 
ader tb&t the apace could be utilized for 
Meded offloe apace. Th~Deputy Admlnl.s­
trator and hfa aecretary are now occupying 
that apace. 

Consider, too, that the only Items of furni ­
ture bourht for the Admln.iBtrator were the 
~b back chair and a coffee table. Or con­
aider that the renovation which occurred by 
the construction of walls was for the pur­
pose of creating two offices where one exist­
ed before. Thia resulted in t.be addition of 
five valuable apace-,saver officea. MaxJmum 
utillzation of apace has never been a valid 
wbject for criticism. 

And, of courae, the stories made no men­
tion of the cost Involved by prior Adminls· 
tr&tora which would make the $54 thow.and 
expenditure a new low In t.be poverty level. 
Notbln& was said that the Inspector Gener­
al concluded his report with the finding 
that "the renovated apace ii compatible 
with the omce appointment which has 
historically and customarily been pro\i ded 
to Arency officials and other top Federal 
executives." 

I believe that Robert P. Nimmo Is an ef­
fective Administrator and many are grateful 
for the services which he la rendering to vet• 
erana. Bure, he bu made mistakes and he 1s 
a natural object for criticism. But lf It Is 
~ to condemn him by reason of his 
act.a, let ua be fair. There should be some su• 
pertlcial, aballow standard& of ethics even 
among the mucltrakers.e 





FINALLY, 0MB ATTEMPTED TO FORCE THE AGENCY TO CONTRACT OUT 

FOR CERTAIN SERVICES NOW PROVIDED IN-HOUSE AT VA MEDICAL FACILITIES. 
-

AGAIN, CONGRESS ENACTED A PROVISION OF LAW REQUIRING THE PRESIDENT 

TO REQUEST FUNDS TO CONDUCT THE PROPER COST STUDIES BEFORE SUCH 

CONTRACTING OUT CAN TAKE PLACE. ON JULY 22ND, MR. LEATH OFFERED 

AN AMENDMENT IN A FULL COMMITTEE MARKUP WHICH WOULD PROHIBIT 

CONTRACTING OUT ALTOGETHER UNLESS IT CAN BE CLEARLY ESTABLISHED 

THAT THE SERVICES CANNOT BE PROVIDED IN-HOUSE OR THAT THE QUALITY 

OF HEALTH CARE TO VETERANS WILL BE ENHANCED. THE FULL COMMITTEE 

ACCEPTED THE AMENDMENT AND IT HAS ALREADY PASSED THE HOUSE AS 

PART OF H. R, 6782, WE HOPE THE SENATE COMMITTEE WILL ACCEPT IT, 

AND WE ASK YOUR SUPPORT TO THAT END. 

NOW LET'S TALK ABOUT OUR CURRENT STATE OF AFFAIRS AND THE 

BUDGET OUTLOOK FOR THE FUTURE. I BELIEVE VETERANS FIND THEMSELVES 

IN A UNIQUE AND FORTUNATE POSITION, OVERALL, THE BUDGET SUBMITTED 

BY THE PRESIDENT WAS A GOOD ONE, IN COMPARISON WITH OTHER DEPARTMENTS 

AND AGENCIES, THE VA AND THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE ARE IN GOOD 

SHAPE, MUCH OF THE CREDIT FOR THIS YEAR'S BUDGET MUST GO TO THE 

LEADERSHIP OF THE ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS' AFFAIRS, MR. BOB NIMMO, 



...... 

. ,. 

Ci) 

• 



DATE 

July 13 

July 18 

July 25 

August 2 

August 5 

August 7 

August 10 

August 11 

August 12 

August 16 

August 18 

August 22 

August 24 

SPEECHES BY THE ADMINISTRATOR 

OCCASION FLACE 

American Ex-Prisoners of Colorado Springs, CO 
War Annual National 
Convention 

Disabled American Veterans ·Las Vegas, NV 
Annual National Convention 

Centennial Celebration for Sheridan, WY 
the City of Sheridan, Wyoming, 
Chamber of Commerce 
(Participated with Senator Alan K. 
Simpson, Chairman of the Senate 
Veterans Affairs Committee) 

Luncheon Speaker at the Grove Asheville, NC 
Park Country Club. Luncheon 
attended by local service 
organization representatives. 
(Participated with Congressman Bill 
Hendon of Asheville, NC) 

Military Order of the Purple 
Heart Annual National Convention 

40th Anniversary of the Invasion 
of Guadalcanal and Tulagi 
(Represented the President) 

AMVETS Annual National 
Convention 

Blinded Veterans Association 
Annual National Convention 

Catholic War Veterans Annual 
National Convention 

United Vietnam Veterans Annual 
National Convention 

VFW Annual National Convention 

Groundbreaking Ceremony for the 
Center Core Building at the 
VA Medical Center Palo Alto 

Paralyzed Veterans of America 
Annual National Convention 

Albany, NY 

Winter Haven, FL 

Hollywood, FL 

New Orleans, LA 

Bal Harbour, FL 

Philadelphia, PA 

Los Angeles, CA 

Palo Alto, CA 

Oklahoma City, OK 

CONTINUED 



August 25 

ugust 27 

August 29 

September 2 

September 9 

September 13 

September 17 

September 19 

eptember 21 

October 16 

October 22 

American Legion Annual National 
Convention 

50th Anniversary of the VA 
Medical Center Albuquerque 

Rededication Ceremony of the 
VA Medical Center Indianapolis 

Dedication Ceremony of the 
Department of Veterans Benefits 
Building Addition at the VA 
Medical Center and Regional 
Office Cheyenne 

Jewish War Veterans Annual 
National Convention 

National Association of State 
Directors of Veterans Affairs 
Annual National Convention 

Lebanon Valley Chamber of 
Commerce 

Dedication of new National 
Cemetery 

Groundbreaking Ceremony of the 
Nursing Home Care Unit at the 
VA Medical Center Washington, D.C. 

Dedication Ceremony for the 
Clinical Addition at the VA 
Medical Center Salt Lake City 

Dedication Ceremony for the 
Nursing Home VA Medical Center 
Hines 

- 2 -

Chicago, IL 

Albuquerque, NM 

Indianapolis, IN 

Cheyenne, WY 

Kiamesha Lake, NY 

St. Croix, U.S. 
Virgin Islands 

Lebanon, PA 

Indiantown Gap, PA 

Washington, D.C. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

Hines, IL 
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NATIONAL DIRECTORS: 
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r.fvin Routt 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR AT LARGE 

,AffOINTED OFFICERS: 

C. Earl Derrington 
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1Kkson, Mississippi 39211 

ISLA TIVE OFFICER , • 

,-· 
Or. Charles A. Stenger 
1425 Democracy Boulevard • Apl. 211 • 
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'Tony Newcomb Toscano 
276 Briggs Street f 
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DIRECTOR. SERVICE OFFICERS ~ 

Harold L. Page 
Route 1. Box 1084 
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July 28, 1982 

The Honorable Robert P. Ninll'llo 
Administrator, Veterans Administration 
Washington, D.C. 20420 

Dear Bob, 

On behalf of the American Ex-Prisoners of War, Inc., I want to thank 
you,from all of us,for your outstanding speech that you gave to our 
Organization and Members in Colorado Springs, Colorado. Your out­
right honesty and forwardness really made an impression on our Members, 
and they were delighted with it. 

I had hoped that the Press would have given you a better light from it, 
but they only print what they want to as in~icated by Jack Anderson's 
column in the San Antonio paper to-day. Nevertheless, I know that they 
felt the smart of ynur off the cuff remarks and that is why they did not 
want to retract any former statements. Our members agreed with you whole 
heartedly. 

Again my sincere thanks for you taking some 
present ynur interest in Veteran Affairs as 
the fonner POW. I have discussed yonr talk 
delighted, t~o, that it had gone so ~ell. 

I 
' of your very busy time to 

well as your concern for 
with Jack Flynn,and he was 

I 

Will be in touch again, and the best of everything t o you and yours for 
the coming future • 

Ci~...,i:,u • MORGAN , JR •• 
Past National Commander 

WE EXIST TO HELP THE MAN WHO CANNOT HELP HIMSELF. 
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July 15 

July 16 

July 16 

July 18 

July 20. 

July 22 

July 22 

July 22 

July 30 

July 30 

August 3 

August 5 

August 5 

August 6 

INTERVIEWS WITH THE ADMINISTRATOR 

CBS News-Eric Enberg, Washington, D.C. 

Los Angeles Times-Betty Cuniberti, Washington, D.C. 

Knight-Ridder Newspapers-Pat O'Brien, Washington, D.C. 

Disabled American Veterans Annual National Convention 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

Interview with: 

0 Las Vegas Sun-Jim Barrows, Managing Editor 

Gannett News Service-Sheila Caudle, Washington, D.C. 

Today (NBC)-Chris Wallace, Washington, D.C. 

Stars and Stripes, National Tribune-Patricia Hughes, 
Washington, D.C. 

Copley News Service-George Condon, Washington, D.C. 

U.S. News and World Report-Question and Answer Panel, 
Washington, D.C. 

U.S. Medicine-Nancy Tomich, Washington, D.C. 

Gannett News Service-Carolyn Pesce, Washington, D.C. 

Alabama News Network-Carol Bennett, Washington, D.C. 

Military Order of the Purple Heart Annual National 
Convention 
Albany, New York 

Interview with: 

0 Schenectady Gazette-Jon Sorenson 

O WTEN (TV) Albany 

0 WRGB (TV) Schenectady 

0 WROW/AM Albany 

40th Anniversary of the Invasion of Guadalcanal and 
Tulagi 
Winter Haven, Florida 

Interview with: 

0 St. Petersburg Times-Fay Joyce 

0 WFLA (TV)-Steve Nichols 

CONTINUED 



August 7 

August 9 

August 9 

August 10 

0 Tampa Tribune 

0 Winter Haven-Art Sils, News-Chief 

Winter Haven, Florida 

Interview with: 

0 Temple Terrace Beacon 

Participation in 40th Anniversary event reported by: 

0 WFLA (TV) 

0 WTSP (TV) 

0 WTVT (TV) 

0 WSUN (Radio) 

Tour of VA Medical Center Tampa, Florida 

Interview with: 

0 Temple Terrace Beacon 

0 WSUN (Radio) 

0 WFLA (TV) 

0 WTSP (TV) 

0 WTVT (TV) 

AMVETS Annual National Convention 
Hollywood, Florida 

Interview with: 

0 Palm Beach Post 

°Ft.Lauderdale News 

0 Hollywood Sun Tattler 

Hollywood, Florida 

Interview with: 

0 WCKT (TV) Miami 

0 WTVJ (TV) Miami 

0 Miami Herald 



August 11 

• 
August 16 

August 17 

August 18 

August 24 

August 25 

Blinded Veterans Association National Convention 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

Interview with: 

0 WTIX (Radio)-Joe Collata 

0 WBUE (TV) ABC-Mary Lou McCall 

United Vietnam Veterans Organization Annual 
National Convention 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Interview with: 

0 Philadelphia Daily News 

0 Philadelphia Inquirer 

VFW Annual National Convention 
Los Angeles, California 

Interview with: 

° KHJ (TV) "Mid Morning L.A." 

0 Herald Examiner-Tom Brown 

Los Angeles, California 

Interview with: 

° KABC (Radio)-Michael Jackson Show 

0 L.A. Times Editorial Board 

Paralyzed Veterans of America Annual National Convention 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Interview with: 

0 Daily Oklahoman 

0 Oklahoma City Times 

0 WKYK and COCY (TV) 

° KOMA (Radio) 

American Legion Annual National Convention 
Chicago, Illinois 

0 (Available to all media covering convention 
following speech.) 
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August 27 

August 29 

September 2 

50th Anniversary of the VA Medical Center Albuquerque 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

0 ,Local interviews as requested. 

Rededication Ceremony of the VA Medical Center 
Indianapolis 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

0 Local interviews as requested. 

Department of Veterans Benefits Dedication Ceremony 
of the Building Addition at the VA Medical Center 
and Regional Office Cheyenne 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 

0 Local interviews as requested. 
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• 
The following list represents projected interviews which will be 

initiated following the completion of the veterans organization 

convention cycle in September: 

MacNeil/Lehrer Report 

Good Morning America (ABC) 

National Press Club 

Godfrey Sperling (Interview Group) 

Readers' Digest 

Associated Press (Mike Feinsilber) 

Scripps-Howard News Service 

Donrey Washington News Bureau 

Ottaway Newspapers 

Scripps League Newspapers 

Thompson Newspapers 

Ohio/Washington News Service 

Hearst Headline Service 

McClatchy Newspapers 



Interview With Robert P. Nimmo, Administrator of Veterans Affairs 

What Veterans Can 
Expect From Washington 

A If the economic environ­
ment that we have continues, I 
think the Congress is going to be 
forced to look at that issue. 

Q Have you made a recommen­
dation along those llnes? 

More counseling centers, more help for Agent 
Orange victims, geriatric research-these 
are Veterans Administration plans. Its chief 
says benefits for ex-servicemen and women 
could reach 60 billion dollars a year by 1990. 

A No, I have not. I've just said 
that given the fact that veterans' benefits today cost $107 
for every man, woman and child in the United States and 
that if nothing changes by the turn of the century, it could 
be more than $500 per man, woman and child, how can we 
avoid looking at this kind of tough political question? 

Q Has the VA been hurt by the federal-budget squeeze? 
A Certainly not to the extent the rest of the government 

Q Mr. Nimmo, with 12 mllllon veterans turning 65 over the has. I think we're very successful in the 1983 budget. We 
decade of the '80s, Is the Veterans Administration prepared to protected the medical-care system. We cut back. We de-
handle this Increase in clients and benefits? layed some on construction. But over all, I think-except 

A We're not sure, because we just do not know to what for the Department of Defense-the Veterans Administra-
extent that group of veterans is going to come to the VA tion probably came off better than any other agency in 
for assistance. Veterans who are reaching the 65-year-old government. 
level now tend to be more affluent than they were in Q There have been some complaints that the Vietnam veter-
previous years. They have pri- •-•• wARRENK ,.,,,ea-uSN&wR ans have been shortchanged by the VA. How do 
vate hospital plans or they're you rate the services that you've been providing 
using medicare or they're using to them? 
some option other than the VA. A I think the service we provide to the 
Even with many World War II Vietnam veteran is every bit as good as that 
vets turning 65, our case load in we provide to other categories of veterans. 
the hospitals is not going up. In The complaint, I think, has had to do primarily 
fact , we're running at about an with the issue of the defoliant Agent Orange. 
80 percent bed-occupancy rate. A lot of illnesses and conditions are attributed 

Q What about In other medical by veterans to result from Agent Orange expo-
facilities? sure. We're moving as rapidly as we can to 

A Outpatient visits are going address that problem. 
up around the country, and This is the first time there will have been a 
nursing-home care is on the budget directly related to the whole Agent 
increase. Orange issue. I just approved 5 million dollars 

Q Do you anticipate that the --------, in the current fiscal year, 
Veterans Administration wlll need and will petition the Con-
more medical facilities? Robert Nimmo, 60, was a gress and President for an 

A I'm sure we will require ___,,_...,__ bomber pilot in World War additional 4 million in fis-
construction of nursing-home II and a company com- cal year '83, and 3.6 mil-
facilities. I'm not sure that we ■~:JIii.~ mander in the Korean lion more in fiscal year 
will have a significant require- War. A former member of '84, to proceed with and 

· ment, if any, for additional acute care-for hospital facili- the California Republican finish studies on the 
ties. I think we will also need more outpatient clinics. Central Committee, he problem. 

Q Some of the new medical equipment for such installations served eight years in the Q What are you doing 
Is quite expensive- State Legislature. now about victims of Agent 

A Equipment is expensive. And there is the obsoles- ~----------~ Orange? 
cence factor-we can already see the day when CAT scan- A We are taking into 
ners are going to be obsolete and be replaced by a yastly our medical centers every Vietnam veteran we can get 
more expensive item. But that's just one aspect of the cost. there who thinks he was exposed to Agent Orange for the 
The medical rate of inflation has been around 17 percent- first of a series of physical examinations. And if he has an 
vastly more than it is in any other area in the economy. So illness or a condition that he attributes to Agent Orange 
our expenses will go up "in the medical area generally. I exposure, we're treating that without question. 
hope we can make savings in other places. Q There would be a considerable drain on your budget if It 

Q Over all, do you expect much of an increase in the VA were decided that these disablllties did result from Agent Or-
budget in the years ahead? ange, wouldn't there? 

A If the basic rules to qualify for benefits remain what A If we find somewhere down the road that these health 
they are today and if the medical-care inflation rate stays problems are, in fact, related to Agent Orange exposure, 
about what it is today, then we can expect that our bud- I'm certain our government will meet the compensation 
get-now 25 billion dollars-is probably going to be in the requirements. We have not spent time figuring what those 
range of 50 to 60 billion by 1990. By the turn of the costs might be. We are busy with our many efforts to find 
century, it's going to be somewhere between 150 and 175 out what adverse health effects, if any, are associated with 
billion. that exposure. 

Q In 1978, Congress established a needs test for some veter- Q What does the evidence Indicate now? 
ans' benefits. Do you think that the needs test ought to be A There is no evidence one way or the other at the 
expanded to, say, medical benefits for vets over 65? present time except for the condition that is referred to as 

Copyright © 1982, U.S.News & World Report, Inc. o 
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chloracne. We know, without ques­
tion, that Agent Orange causes 
chloracne, which is an acute acne 
condition. 

30 MILLION VOERANS­
Who The1 Are 

some disagreement, I think, even 
among the medical community, 
whether the care of the aging veter-
an is something that you can isolate 
from all the rest of his medical care 

War Veterans 25,541,000 
Q What has happened to the store­

front service centers that were set up 
prlmarlly to counsel Vietnam veterans? 

A It's been a very successful pro­
gram. A year ago when I came to 
the VA, it was not popular within 
the agency. We've tightened up the 
administration of these Vietnam 
outreach centers, and we have in­
creased the number of centers from 
less than 100 to 132. We'll have four 
more on line very soon. 

Spanish-American War 
World War I 

95 
; 400,000 
11,959,000 
5,740,000 
9,120,000 

or whether you simply treat the ill­
nesses and conditions identified 
with aging along with all other ill­
nesses and conditions. World War II 

Korean War 
Vietnam War 

Peacetime Veterans 4,793,000 

Q Are the Vietnam veterans opting 
for more education under the GI BIii 
than the earlier veterans did? 

A Yes. Over all, the Vietnam-vet­
eran generation utilized the educa­
tional benefits at a 65 percent rate, 
which is higher than any other 
group of veterans ever did. 

Between World War I 
-and World War II 

Between World War II 
and Korean War 

Between Korean and 
Vietnam wars 

Post-Vietnam veterans 

137,000 

238,000 

3,031,000 
1,387,000 

We are going to emphasize re­
search into the problems of the ag­
ing, and expand the centers. But the 
real value of those, I think, has yet 
to be determined. 

Q There have been reports that the 
VA cemeteries are running out of 
apace. Can a war veteran still be as­
sured of a place for himself and his 
wife provided by the VA In a national 
cemetery? 

Total Veterans 30,334,000 

But we still have the group of vet­
erans in the younger ages that went 
over there just out of high school or 
maybe before they were out of high 
school. They were still young when 

Note: Wartime figures do not add because some 
veterans served in more than one war. Figures 
rounded to nearest thousand. 

A Yes. We are continuing to 
build new cemeteries. And we're 
also reopening some of our old 
cemeteries that have been closed 
with what we refer to as garden 
niches. Some of the areas that here­
tofore could not be utilized for cas­
keted remains are now being used 

USN& WR-Basic data: Veterans Administration 

they came back, and they did not avail themselves of those 
benefits. As a consequence, they have the highest unem­
ployment rate of any of the Vietnam veterans. So we're 
pleased that Congress extended the delimiting date on 
those educational benefits for another two years. 

Q Do they require more medical care, too? 
A No. The real burden of medical care-that is, the 

frequency of medical care-now has to do with the aging 
veteran. And one of the big problems, I would have to say, 
is alcoholism, and illness that may be related to that­
diabetes, for example. 

Q How do the VA hospitals compare with other hospitals? 
A Over all, the quality of care in VA hospitals is better 

than in typical private-sector hospitals or Department of 
Defense hospitals, and the reason for that is our affiliation 
with the university teaching hospitals. Of our 172 hospitals, 
132 are affiliated with medical schools. So we are able to 
attract physicians who are interested in the advancement 
of medical science-increasing medical knowledge-and 
that, of course, benefits us in terms of improved-quality 
medical care. 

Q There was a study several years ago that suggested that 
there was no reason to have a separate health-care system for 
veterans. Do you foresee any push toward merging the veter­
ans' system with the clvlllan system and helping out with clvlllan 
patients? 

A There are scattered -voices around, some of which 
suggest th,at the integrated health-care system of the VA 
should be dismantled, others that suggest that we ought to 
gradually move the veterans into civilian health-care deliv­
ery through a voucher system or something of that nature. I 
don't think it's going to happen. I hope it doesn't happen. 

I think we have an obligation to the service-connected 
veteran that says he should have absolutely the finest medi­
cal care that the country .can provide. And I think we can 
only provide that by our system of VA hospitals affiliated 
with the teaching hospitals. 

Q How are the new geriatric centers working out? 
A We have eight geriatric research-and-education cen­

ters, and we are going to expand to some degree. There's 
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for cremated remains. Also, in 
many areas of the country-rural towns particularly, 
where there are some old cemeteries-there's a very 
strong civic feeling about those cemeteries for veterans. 
And, in many cases, local veterans' groups and civic orga­
nizations are acquiring land and donating it to us as 
additions to the cemetery. 

Q How about Arlington? Is that filled up as far as veterans 
are concerned? 

A Well, Arlington is the one cemetery that still belongs 
to the Department of Defense. It is, for all practical pur­
poses, a closed cemetery. 

Q You recently ran Into a lot of criticism about excessive use 
of government funds for your personal office and travel. Have 
you changed your lifestyle? 

A From what to what? The VA building has on one side 
of the 10th floor the offices that traditionally have been 
occupied by the administrator and the administrator's staff. 
The $46,000 that was spent was for all of those offices. And 
I invite anyone who cares to come, to look at those offices, 
compare them with any other federal agency in town, and 
then judge whether or not money was spent that shouldn't 
have been. I think those offices were atrocious when I got 
there. I did not think, and I still don't think, that it's proper 
to expect people to work under the environment that 
existed. 

Q What about the large government car that was used to 
drive you to work? Has that changed? 

A The answer is yes. I don't use it for transportation any 
more to and from work. My wife brings me to the office in 
the morning, and she picks me up in the evening. Two 
reasons for that: First of all, I was told not to use the 
government car. Second of all, there is what I perceive to 
be a very real security problem. There have been death 
threats. There have been bomb threats. 

So I live in what I regard as a pretty secure home envi­
ronment, and for purposes of safety, my wife drives me to 
and from work. I'm not inclined to drive my own car and 
have to go late hours to a public garage or ride public 
conveyances or stand on the street corner waiting for a 
Metrobus. D 
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VA chiflf visits Fort Lyon Medical Center 
The bead of the Veterans 

Administration, Robert P. 
Nimmo, visited Fort Lyon 
Medical Center Monday and 
pledged to · coatinue this 
nation's efforts to maintain 
excellent integrated health 
care service for its veterans. 

Nimmo called the 1983 
budget passed by Congress a 

~ P"ctica! . D_!IC _, ~ ~~- th•! 
protects the a4mlnistration's 

· commitment to the v*rans. 
The Veterans Administra­

tion oversees 172 hospitals. 
Nimmo called the veterans 
hospital system the largest 
commitment to health care in 
the world . He noted the 
system is always in need of 
improvement and updating. 
Nimmo said he foresees the 
need for increased nursing 
home facilities to care for the 
demands placed on the system 
by aging servicemen of World 
War II and the Korean 
conflict . 

" We will not allow the 
syst em to erode," Nimmo 
said. " We have plans for two 
new veterans hospitals and a 
constant updating program for 
present facilities as demand 
dictates," he said. 

Nimmo toured the local 
hospital with Administrator 
Jonathan Fitts and other local 
hospital officials. While at the 
center, he presented pins of 
recognition to two veterans for 
their service to the nation 
while prisoners of war. Pins . 
.,,,,ere presented to Millard 
K.aessner who was a prisoner 
in both World War II and the 
Korean conflict and to Ramon 
Cardenas who was a prisoner 
of war while serving in 
Germany. -

Nimmo was in Colorado to 
attend the 35th annual 
can Ex-Prisoners of War 
meeting in Colorado Springs. 

The administrator's visit to 
Fort Lyon Medical Center was 
his . first visit to Southeastern 
Colorado since he was station­
ed at the La Junta Air Base 
after World War II. During 
WW II, be served as a B-24 
pilot with the Eigth Air Force 
in Europe. 

In a speech at the con• 
vention in Colorado Springs on 
Tuesday, Nimmo was critical 
of the Eastern press. Nimmo 

said the Eastern press criticis­
ed his expenditure of 546,000 
to renovate the 10th floor 
offices of the Veterans Admin­
istration Building which he 
described as "a disgrace." 

The charges that really 
concern the administrator are 
the ones that say he isn't • 
supportive of the veterans. I 
-~ ~ png te di,smantle tl1e 
veterans administration, be 
commented, and I will not do 
away with our integrated and 
quality health care system. 

Nimmo, denied charges that 
he has been "foot-dragging" 
on stu<11es ot the unpact of 
Agent Orange on Yietnam 
veterans. 
· Agent Orange is a chemical 
that was used in Vietnam to 
defoliate the leaves on trees so 
the enemy on the ground could 
be observed from the air in 
Vietnam: The administrator 
said the Agent Orange project 
was "adrift" when he came to 
the VA and he has since 
ordered a S12 million three­
year study to l~arn the effects 
of Agent Orange on veterans. 

.1 
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Veterans Admlnlatrator Robert Nimmo receives an aerial pbot< 
of the Fort Lyon VA Medical Center from Director Jonatbor 
Fltu darln& a visit here Monday. 
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Dmln& his Monday vWt to Fert Lyon MeclJcal Center Monday, Vetenm Admlnletrator Robe 
Nimmo placed a pin of recopltloa on the pDlow of Ramon Cardena, In honor of h11 eervlce whl 
:a POW. Be wu wisted by Lacllle Gllllland, R.N., bead_ of Che Total Care Unit. Th 
acbnlnl1trator alao preeented a pin to boapltalhecl veteran MUlard Kaeuner, • prnoaer of war I: 
World w.;u and the Kare\ft eoaDJct. 
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VA chief 
to keep 
benefits 
By Betsy Lumbye 
Colorado Springs Sun 

Robert Nimmo, ad­
ministrator of the Vet­
erans Administration. 
vowed Tuesday in Col­
orado Springs to pro­
tect veterans· benefits. 

Nimmo spoke to 
former POWs at a con­
vention of American 
Ex-Prisoners of War at 
the Four Seasons Mo­
tor Inn. 

He called the former 
POWs " unqualified 
American heroes... to 
whom the nation owes 
a special debt. 

" I am urging greater 
awareness of the pos­
sible causal role that 
prisoner of war ex­
periences may have in 
the development of a 
particular illness or 
conditior. ·· he said , 
"and I an' urging com­
passionate and sensi­
tive treatment.·· 

He said President 
Reagan has just nomi­
nated a former Viet­
nam POW, Everett 
Alvarez Jr., to be dep­
uty administrator of 
veterans ·affairs. 

Alvarez , who spent 
8½ years in captivity , 
was the longest held 
American POW of the 
Vietnam conflict, Nim­
mo said. He said 
Alvarez will be a "dai­
ly reminder" to him of 
his obligation to 
former POWs. 

Nimmo said that re­
cently he has been 
"under consistent , re­
petitive attack" in the 
media and that he has 
kept silent, believing it 
futile to argue. 

However, he said. he 
wanted the POWs to 
know the truth. 

He defended his 
spending $46.000 to 
spruce up offices. in­
cluding his own. in the 

VA headquarters in 
Washington , D.C .. 
saying the offices had 
been a "disgrace." 

The charges that re­
ally disturb him, how­
ever, Nimmo said. are 
" those which suggest 
that I don 't support 
the veterans, that I am 
going to dismantle the 
agency .. . that I've 
been footdragging on 
Agent Orange, that I 
am anti-Vietnam vet­
eran , that I have re­
ferred to Vietnam vet­
erans as a 'coddled 
group. 

"Ladies and gen­
tlemen, I have never 
used that expression 
any time, any place, in 
any context about any 
veteran and I never 
will ... 

immo said he has 
approved a $12 million 
budget in the VA over 
three years to study 
Agent Orange and in 
the .meantime to care 
for veterans exposed 
to the chemical. 

"We are not neglect­
ing, and we will not 
neglect the Vietnam 
veteran any more than 
we will neglect any 
other group ·of veter­
ans," he said. 

Veterans Administration chief Robert 
Nimmo, speaking in the Springs Tues­
day, says, 'We are not neglecting, and 

we will not neglect the Vietnam veteran 
any more than we will neglect any other 
group of veterans.' 

·He said he has in­
creased the number of 
veterans outreach cen­
ters and contracts with 
private psychiatrists to 
provide counseling for 

veterans. 
He said he fought 

"bitterly" to protect 
VA funding in the 1983 
budget, and that the 
VA budget presented 

to Congress was $25.6 
billion - almost $1 
billion more than the 
previous year. 

'Tm going to pro­

tect the Veterans Ad­
ministration and the 
Veterans Adminis­
tration budget and 
when I can 't do that 
I'll leave ... he said. 
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Tracking a deadly agent 
VETERANS/ From lG 

Ion, N.Y., keeps his fingers crossed 
as precious time ticks away, dis­
tancing him from the rare form of 
testicular cancer that struck him 
four years ago. 

So far , he has suffered no recur• 
rence. But the strain of fighting the 
disease and worrying about wheth· 
er it was caused by his exposure to 
Agent Orange took itc; toll. 

"Ron and I took the pressure as 
long as we could," said his wife, 
Linda. "But we're separated now. 
Agent Orange and cancer began to 
take over our lives." 

• Michael Ryan of Stony Brook, 
Long Island, N.Y., still is paying for 
braces, a wheelchair and $150 
worth of diapers a month for his 
daughter, Kerry., born 11 years ago 
with 15 birth iJef ects. But Michael 

1 

and his wife, Maureen, have just 
published a book about their child 
and they describe themselves as 
people with a mission. 

"We want Americans to wake up 

\ 
to the fact that we're all being 
chemically poisoned, and nobody's 
doing anything about it," Ryan said. 
"We vets were the guinea pigs. If 
they ever really study what hap· 
pened to l!S, they'll come up with 
the truth about chemicals." 

With the exception of the Ryans, 
all of these men and their families 
fee l frustrated and alone as they 
continue to struggle with unex­
plainable illnesses, skin disorders 
and the tragedy of birth defects in 
their children. They describe day 
after day of wondering, always 
wondering: Do they live under a 
cloud because of their exposure to 
the dioxin in Agent Orange? Or are 
they just the victims of capricious 
fates? 

The answers are slow in coming. 
Several health studies are under 

way. including one 20-year govern­
ment project monitoring the he.alth 
of Ai: Force ~r5?~n_e_J who flew 

'I feel tremendously 
frustrated that 'Ne can't 
give these vets an answer 
today.' 

Robert Nimmo, VA administrator 

sample of babies born with birth 
defects to normal infants, and moni­
tor their parents for exposure to 
Agent Orange. None of the stuQ.ies 
is expected to produce even prelimi­
nary data until late in 1983. 

Contributing to the uncertainty is 
the fact that scientists are not unan­
imous in their assessment of the 
toxic effects of dioxin. Although di­
oxin is 100,000 times more poison­
ous than cyanide and readily ab­
sorbed through the skin or through 
food and water, the Veterans Ad· 
ministration continues to maintain 
that "conclusive scientific evi­
dence" is lacking to prove a connec­
tion between the ailments of veter• 
ans and Agent Orange. 

Many Vietnam veterans claim the 
VA is stalling on a major study of 
Agent Orange mandated by Con• 
gress three years ago. 

"Not true," said Robert Nimmo, 
administrator of the VA. "I feel tre­
mendously frustrated that we can't 
give these vets an answer today. 
We can treat them, and we are 
treating them. I think we have a 
worthwhile plan for the study now, 
and we'll be taking bids for the re­
search soon." 

Lawyer Steve Schlegel of Chica• 
go, coordinator of one of the major 
class-action suits pending against 
the chemical companies that pro­
duced Agent Orange, mirrors the 
cynicism of many vets who no long-

"I don't think they'll ever get 
that VA study finished," he said. 
"They're afraid of what compensa­
tion oavrnents would cost them ." 

Veterans groups acknowledge 
VA hospitals are much more sym­
pathetic now to Agent Orange com· 
plaints than thi:y were two years 
ago. 

"A lot~~ veterans are eligible for 
health care now, even though that 
hasn't been v.idely publicized," said 
John Terzano, a spokesman for the 
Vietnam Veterans of America. "We 
were surprised at bow fast the VA 
responded on this." 

Sherryl Morris, who tries to be 
upbeat but confesses to const.ant 
nervousness, is most affected by 
what has happened to her two chil• 
dren born since Vietnam. Christop­
er, lJ, and Angela, 7, were born 
with permanently weakened leg 
and arm muscles that often cause 
them to stumble and fall when they 
walk. 

··-.ney can take care of them­
selves a little better now," she said, 
searching to report something posi• 
tive. "I no longer have to put hel• 
mets on them to protect their heads 
when they go out to play. 

"I still cut out everything I read 
on Agent Orange," she said. "I keep 
scrapoooks of things, ·even poems 
about veterans. But I no longer 
think anything will come of it. I 
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·VA chief lashes at press critics 
. • By DICK FOSTER 
. . . Ne~ ............ 

COLORADO SPRINGS - The head of the Veterans Admin­
istration la shod the "liberal pres:." here Tuesday for criticism 
of hlJ stewardship of the federal a1enc1 and told a national 
gathering of fonqer Prisoners of War he'll protect the VA or . 
leave office. · · . . 

Robert Nimmo spoke to some IOO of an estimated 2,000 
former prisoner, gathered here for Uae 35th Annual American 
Ex-Prisoners. Ql .War national convention. Nimmo got a warm 
reception aqd the audience applauded wlaeo be lalastecf presa 
reports of his conduct in omce. • , 

The 60-year-old VA chief took over the a1ency last July. He 
luas been criticized for spending ua,ooo to remodel hl5 off ice, 
and has. also l>ecn accused of working wi~b Reaea:1 Adminia­
Lration bud1et otficlala t11 reduce lpending for veteraas' rro-
srams.. · 

"The story that I bave joined in a conspiracy with Da\'id 
Stockman to reduce the Veterans Administration budlct by 
$4.5 billion Ls pure hogwash," lie said. "I'm goiq to protect 
tao VetcraDJ .Adminl1LraUon, And wbeo I cu't proicct Ula 
Veterans Admln!slraUon, ru lcavo." 

Nlmmo :;aid he bad been "under tomisten~ rei:-eUtlve 
~ for all manner or cODCerted oortccm11p." . . '. 

IOUHCI 

Press accounts, he said, have accused hiin of plotting to do 
away wilh tbe VA medical and hospital system, "mainstream­
ing" its patients into conventional hospitals, calling Vietnam 
veter.ins a "coddled group," and delaying research on the 
chemical Agent Orange to determine Its coMection with 
reported cases ol genetic damage to Vietnam vel.eram; and 
their offspring. 

"When tile liberal presi starts alter you, it does no good to 
altemfl to impress them witb the truth. They bave their own 
ideas,' he said. 

Nimmo admitted spending ,46,000 to improve some VA 
offices In Washington. He said they still are not up to the 
standards of other federal agencies. 

He said ,12 million ia budgeted through UJ84 f.or Agent 
Orange research, "and in t,be meantime to care for any 
veteran who feels be bas · any r,roblem related to Agent 
Orange." . 

Of the future of VA hcspitals and medical programs, 
Nimmo said there would be no maiostre.uning of patients 
while he is at the Veterans Administration. 

"We w111 provide the best we can provide ln health c.irc, 
medical care and bcnefita,,. Nimmo satd. Nlfbc president and I 
are "·cddcd to th.it for as loa& as we aru in offlcc." 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEh'S 
CITY AHD .. TATf 

- PENYER, COLORADO 
tlATE Ot' PUBL. . 

,JJH,Y lL 1982 
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$11 Million VA Center 
Addition Is Proposed 

By MIKE BOYD 
Staff Writer 

:\n $11 million addition to the Oteen 
VA Medical Center was proposed here 
today by hospital administrator Arthur 
Landy during an inspection tour of the 
hospital by Robert Nimmo. administra­
tor of the Veterans-Administration. 

Congressman Bill Hendon es­
corted Nimmo on his tour of the .Oteen 
facility. Nimmo was scheduled to meet 
later in the day with representatives of 
the' Buncombe County Veterans Coun-

cil before flying back to Washington. 
The proposed addition would be a 

l20-bed · nursing care fac.illty con­
structed as an extension of the existing 
hospital, according to Landy. who said 
the system must begin planning now to 
provide care for the nation's World 
War II veterans who are approaching 
retirement age. 

Calling Viet Nam a war like none 
the nation has ever fought, Nimmo said 
the nation needs to reexamine its feel­
ings about that war and the veterans 

who fought it. The Veterans Adminis­
tration is helping the men and women 
invqjved in that conflict to deal with 
those experiences, he said. 

"The people of the nation them­
selves have to readjust and reexamine 
their own feelings about that war," 
Nimmo said at in airport interview 
her:e this morning. ·Nimmo went di­
rectly to the hospital from the airport 
for a tour of the building and to meet 
with the staff. 

The ·Veterans Administration has 

CONTINUED 

approved a $5 million renovation of the 
surgery and surgical intensive care 
section of the Oteen facility in fiscal 
1985. Hendon said Nimmo was invited 
to Asheville "so he could see the hospi­
tal and what our needs are ." 

Landy said 25 percent of the na­
tion's 7 million vets will be more than 
65 years old by the year 1990. The pro­
posal this morning called for planning 
and engineering the new addition in 
1987 with construction to be completed 
by 1990. 

"This is why we are trying to plan 
ahead," Landy said. 

Nimmo is one of the most contro­
versial VA heads in many years. In an 
interview this morning when he was 
asked if it was a fair statement that he 
was very unpopular with veterans or­
ganizabons. 

"I suppose so. A year ago, I an­
nounced that we were going to reevalu­
ate all of the programs of the Veterans 
Administration. And when you start 
talking about taking a new look at 
these programs some people · become 
frightened," Nimmo said. 

Nimmo said the VA budget this 
year is $25 billion. He said that figure 
could rise to $50 billion in 8 to 10 years 
at the current rate. The problem, he 
said, is that medical costs are increas-

-Turn To Page Three 
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ing twice as fast as the overall inflation 
rate. 

"We are committed to the health 
care system. But we have to do that in 
the most economical way possible;' 
Nimmo said. 

The Oteen VA Medical Facility 
has an 82 bed nursing care facility on 
the second and third floors in one of the 
older buildings on the grounds. A hospi­
tal medical unit is located on the first 
floor of the older building. 

Nimmo had lunch today at the 
Grove Park Inn with Hendon and rep­
resentatives of the area veterans or­
ganizations. Following lunch, the top 
VA official returned to the hospital to 
continue his tour. He was to be honored 
at a reception later today at the VFW 
Post 891 on the Leicester Highway be­
fore returning to Washington. 

,, / 
.... -Y.:~: :.f 

To Tour VA Hospital 
Robert Nimmo, chief administrator of the Veterans Administra­

tion, was in Asheville today to tour the Oteen VA Medical Center. 
Nimmo, second from left. was met at Asheville Regional Airport this 
morning by (L-R) Gene Edwards, commander of the Buncombe 
County Veterans Council, U.S .. Rep Bill Hendon and Arthur Landy, 
administrator of the VA hospital here. Nimmo was to be honored at a 
reception at the VFW Post here late this afternoon before returning 
to Washington. (Staff Photo by June Glenn.) · 
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Veterans 
Administration News Release 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

VA LAUNCHES NEW AGENT ORANGE RESEARCH 

The Veterans Administration's scientific inquiry into the 

health related effects of Agent Orange is being enhanced by ten 

new research projects approved and funded by the agency this week, 

VA Administrator Robert P. Nimmo announced today. 

The administrator said the new projects are supported for up 

to five years with VA research funds in excess of $2 million, and 

were selected from proposals submitted by individual investigators 

working in VA medical centers across the country. The scientists 

responded to a request for new research proposals issued by VA 

Medical Research Service, which specified a biochemical, physiolo­

gical or toxicological focus on the delayed effects of exposure 

to Agent Orange and Agent Blue. 

The VA chief pointed out that the projects primarily involve 

animal studies, but human tissue cultures will be analyzed in 

some of the experiments. Specific approaches range from behavioral 

observations of laboratory animals exposed to the defoliants used 

in Vietnam, to biochemical studies of fat metabolism. 

-more-
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are: 

The medical centers where the new studies will take place 

Albuquerque, NM; Baltimore, MD; Lexington, KY; Madison 

and Wood, WI; San Francisco, Sepulveda, and Wadsworth, CA; 

Washington, DC; and White River Junction, VT. 

Nimmo said perplexing questions about the effects of exposure 

to herbicides used in Vietnam have led VA into a number of research 

initiatives. He explained that a key effort now in advanced 

planning stages is an independently designed, epidemiological 

study, the pilot protion of which will be conducted by contract 

and will comprise a feasibility test of the full-scale study 

mandated by Congress. 

In addition to a number of research efforts, the VA has 

performed health examinations for more than 89,000 Vietnam 

veterans worried about possible adverse effects from the herbicides. 

The VA is now authorized to treat any veteran for certain dis­

abilities which may have been caused by exposure to Agent Orange. 

# # # 
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