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August 19, 1982 

Associate Deputy Administrator 
for Congressional, Public 
Affairs 

Confidential Assistant (002C) 

DOD Vietpam_ Vet~rjin Unknown 
Soldier Proje9t 

1. I met with B.G. James E. Thompson from 9:15. to_ 10.:00 ~.m .•. 
today. He has been tasked by the Department of the A%111Y to 
conduct a current status assessment of the DOD effort to 
designate a set of Vietnam veteran remains for interment at 
Arlington National Cemetery in the Tomb of the Unknown. He 
is currently reporting on this project to the VA, veterans 
organizations and other interested parties and is soliciting A.. 

their ideas and suggestions. 

2. Following is a summary of his discussion with me: 

Section 9 of P.L. 93-43 (18 June 73) authorized and directed 
the Secretary of Defense to desiqnate the remains of a Vietnam 
veteran for interment in the Tomb of the Unknown. The law 
specifically establishes five criteria to be ~et: _ 

a. The remains must be those of an American citizen; and, 

b. A member of the U.S. Armed Forces; and, 

c. Who had served in Southeast Asia duripg tjie Yj.etnam:­
era; and, 

d. Who lost his life during that period of ~ervic~: and_, 

e. Whose identity cannot be established. 

3. The frequently-mentioned minimum 801 completep~ss ot the 
remains is not an official criteria which must be met, but 
merely a guideline of undetermined origin. 

4. Secretary of Defense Weinberger has designated the Depart­
ment of the Army as Executive Agent for this effort. 

5. The effort to select a set of remains has been continuing 
for almost ten years, and has been hampered by two factors: 

a. Varying degrees of interest in the effort: and, 

b. The extreme paucity of known, unidentifiable remains. 



2. 

Associate Deputy Administrator for 
Congressional and Public Affairs _(002) 

6. The interest level has increased dramaticall v n the last 
few years. In canvassing the Veterans Affairs Commiitees· in 
Congress, Gen. Thompson was apprised of the unanimous support 
throughout the Congress in fulfilling the mandate of P.L. 93-43, 
"The Sooner the Better." He received the same message during 
his visits with the American Legion and the VPW, i.e., "Move 
Quickly.• Gen. Thompson will meet with the DAV later this week. 
Only the National League of Families has expressed sincere 
reservations to date. 

7. The small number of eligible remains has been a problem. 
Whereas there were 8,526 unknown WWII and 848 Korean War remains 
from which to choose an unknown soldier candidate, the Central 
Identification Laboratory in Hawaii has, since 1973, worked on 
only 140 remains of the Vietnam War. Of these, they have 
positively identified 136 or 971. Of the remaining four sets, 
two have been declared ineligible because it has not ~e~n 
possible to establish that they are of American origin. _ 

8. The remaining two sets will defin_i te1.y yi~_ld_ ~ ~ap_didate. 
One has already been certified as having met all_ .cr.,i t,eria -.nd. 
is absolutely unidentifiable. The other set is_ no~ up~ergoing 
a final, complete analysis by the C.I.L. _ The fin~l_r~port is 
due next fall, but, after ten years of analysis, it is np~ ... 
likely to be identified. 

9. Any new sets of remains which may be returned .in the future 
by Vietnam, which cannot be identified, will not be eligible 
because it will not be possible to clearly establish. ~heir 
American origin. Only in the unlikely event that Vietnam would 
allow American inspection teams tree access to Vietnam would it 
be possible to acquire new eligible remains, but even then, ~-
assuming the remains were untouched, they wi 11 most likely be ,_ 
identifiable through personal affects, aircraft tail numbers, 
etc. 

' 10. Given the certainty that the two eligible sets of remains , ' 
will provide a candidate for interment, DA now has three options , 
for recommendation to Seo. Weinberger: \ 

a. Defer interment. 

b. Inter the one known unidentifiable set as spon •• 
possible. 

a. Wait until the C.I.L. issues its final repc,rt -on_ tl}e 
second set. 

> 
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Associate Deputy Administrator for 
Congressional and Public Affairs (002) 

11. Gen. Thompson feels that, given the high level of interest 
in interring a Vietnam unknown, it is not likely that Option l 
will be recommended. More likely, DOD will await the final -- -
C.I.L. results on the second set of remains and will recommend 
that the fonnal interment take plaee on Memorial Day, May 30, 
1983. 

12. I infonned him that the VA would be available t:o assist 
DOD in planning and conducting the ceremony) and that I would 
keep Mr. Nimmo informed of future developments. 

LAWRENCE J. DeMEO, JR. 
Confidential Assistant (022C) 

cc: (00) 
(001) 
(002A) 
(40) 

LDEMEO/arc (8/20/82) 002C 
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87 STAT. 88 

Repeals. 

Ante, P• 82 . 

73 Stat . 453. 

Appropri ati on. 

Erfective dat es. 

Putlicat i on in 
Federal Re gis­
~ .? r. 

Pub. Law 93-43 - 14 - .bne 18, 1973 

(60) The Act entitled "An Act to rHise eligibility requirements for 
burial in national cemeteries. and for other purposes", approved Sep­
tember 14, 1959 (7a Stat. 5-li). 

(61) The .-\ct entitled "An Art to amend the .-\ct of )larch 2-!. Hl-l i<. 
which establishes special requirements governing the selection of 
superintendents of national ct>meteries", appro,·ed August 30, l!)()l 
(i5 Stat. -lll). 

( h) X othing in this sertion shall be det>med to affect in any manner 
the functions, powers, and duties of-

( l) the Secretary of the Interior with respect to those C'eme­
terws. memorials, or monuments under his Jnris<liction on the 
etfective date of this section, or 

(:2) the Secretary of the .-\rmy. the Secretary of the Xavy, or 
the &>cretary of the .-\ir Force with respect to those cemet .. ri C's. 
memorials, or monuments under his jurisdiction to which the 
transfer pro,·isions of section 6(a) of this .-\ct do not apply. 

SEC. 8. The first sentence of section :{:io;i ( 11) of title a8, l "nited ~tat es 
Code. is amended by inserting immediately after the wor<ls ··gratuitous 
benefits" where first a{)pearin~ therein. the following:'' ( including the 
right to burial in a national cemetery)·,. 

~EC. 9. (a) The Secretary of Defense is 1rnthorized and directed to 
cnnse to be brought to the l"nited States the remains of nn American. 
who was a member of the .-\rmed Forces of the l"nited States, who 
i:rr,·ed in Southeast Asia who lost his lifr during thr \ "ietnam era. aucl 
whose identity has not been rstablishrd, for burial in the )frmorial 
Amphitheater of the National Cemetery at .-\rlin~on, \"irginia. 

(b) The implementation of this section shall take place after the 
l"nited States lias conclucled its participation in hostilities in ~outh­
enst .-\sia, as determined by the President or the Congress of the 
l."nited ~tates. 

(c) There are authorized to be appropriatrd such sums as may be 
neC'rssary to carry out the pro,·isions of this section. 

St:c. 10. (a) The first section and sections :l, :3, 4, and 8 of this .-\ct 
shall take etfect on the date of rnactment of this .-\ ct. 

(b) Clause ( 1) of section :'I( a) shall takf' efff'ct on thf' first daY of 
the second calendar month following the <la.te of enactment of ·this 
Act. 

( c) ·('Jnuse (2) of section 5 ( n) and sections 6 and 7 of this .-\ct shall 
take effect ~epte111ber I. lHi:t or on s11ch earlirr <late as the P11'sident 
may prrscribe and publish in the-Federal Register. 

Approved June 18, 1973. 

LEGI SLA TIVE HISTORY: 

HOUS E REPORI' No. 93-131 accanpaeying H. R. 2828 ( Com. on 
Veterans' Affairs). 

SENATE :!E?ORI' No, 93-55 (Caron. on Veterans• Affairs). 
CONG:=!E:3 5 IONAL RECORD, Vol. 119 (1973): 

J"!.ar. 6, considered and passed Senate. 
May 7, considered and passed House, amended, in lieu 

of H, R. 2828. 
May 31, Senate concurred in House amendment with amenanents. 
June 5, House concurred in Senate amenanents. 

• 

• 



SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

-~ ~·· · Enthusiastic Suppor◄ ~ Neutral Oppose 
. •-

DEFIC ITS . 
Projected deficit in ✓ excess of $150 B 

TAXES 

No increase in taxes ✓ 
Increase in taxes v 
Repeal/Defer 3rd year v 
Repeal Indexing t.-' 

SPEND ING CUTS 

Social Securitv 

a) What approach do you 
favor to keep 
solvent? 

1. Increase taxes v--
2. Postpone retirement v aqe 

3. Gener~l revenues v 
4. Reduction of future 

V -\ benefits L----

5. Federal employees v 
Medicare ~- c, y "'-cYv«..( t_ h lf-t -f,; k '4 r.. .. e(. ► ~ -ed. 

,1,,,:l/"- l-<: p/q_ "' 1--.....__ ......!:_...,"'""__, 1 
Cuts in entitlement: Food Stamps v 

AFDC V I 
DI ~ I 
Veterans ,__-

' 

Cuts in Projected Defense Spendinq v--
Stretch-out of Projected Defense 

Spending ~ 

Cuts in di"scretionarv spendinq ✓ 
v c. h 

SUBSI DIES o/1 e,-. 

Jobs Proaram - t:!fb?' Cv t ~ 
Housinq subsidies ~ 

V<1:. I 

Aqricultural subsidies ~.-tJb✓ 

SACRE D cows svrf?•'I"/-

I 
- ' - -

-
. - · . 

- . 

- .;:,,.·;. J1> -



Diana Bill Trip,lett 11 II 

WIIlTE HOUSE SfAFFING MEMORANDUM 
WEDNESDAY, 
November 10, >ATE: Nov. 9, 1982 AcnON/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: ________ _ 

UBJECT: DRAFT PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VETERANS DAY CEREMONIES 

· ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRFSIDENT □ □ FULLER 0---- D 

MEFSE □ ✓ GERGEN [IY'" D 

BAKER □ ~ HARPER ✓ D 

DEAVER □ ✓ JENKINS □ □ 

STOCKMAN □ ✓ MURPHY □ □ 
' 

CLARK ✓ □ ROLLINS □ □ 

DARMAN DP ~ WILLIAMSON □ □ 

DO!+ 

~ □ VONDAMM □ . □ 

DlJBERSTEIN □ BRADY/SPEAKES □ □ 

FELDSTEIN □ □ ROGERS □ □ 

FIELDING □ □ D □ 

lemarks: Please forward comments/edits directly to Aram Bakshian, with a . copy 
to my office, by Noon tomorrow. 

Thank yo'u. 

~esponse: 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

lx2702} 

1 



ews United States 
Department 
of Labor ♦ 

Office of Information Washington, D.C. 20210 

Employment and Training Administration USDL-- 82-395 

CONTACT: 
OFFICE : 
HOME: 

Abby Martin 
(202) 376-6270 
(202) 483-7972 

FOR RELEASE: Irrmediate, Monday 
November 1, 1982 

EX-SERVICEMEMBERS TO GET UP TO 13 WEEKS OF JOBLESS PAY BENEFITS 

Secretary of Labor Raymond J. Donovan announced today that most unemployed 
~ who were honorably discharged on or since July 1, 1981, will be eligible 
~ to 13 weeks of unemployment insurance (UI) benefits as a result of a change 

in the law governing ex-servicemembers. 

Previously, veterans were not eligible for unemployment compensation if they 
chose not to reenlist. 

The new provisions are contained in the Miscellaneous Revenue Act of 1982, 
which President Reagan signed into law October 25, 1982. The leg i slation modifies 
1981 amendments to the Unemployment Compensation Act for Ex-Serv i cemembers which 
had disqualified persons who voluntarily left the military service or were 
separated for cause. 

As a result of the new law, an estimated 127,000 veterans are expected to 
co l lect UI benefits during Fiscal 1983. Veterans who were found entitled to 
benefits under the old law will not be affected and will continue to receive 
benefits. 

"I am happy to see weekly benefit checks to horiorably discharged veterans 
restored," Secretary Donovan said. "This should ease considP ... .,hly their transi­
tion from military to civilian 1:fe." 

The new UI eligibility rules for veterans require that a person must have 
completed his/her first full term of active service and have been separated from 
the military service under honorable conditions. If separated before completion 
of such term of service, he/she must have been discharged: 

(a) For the convenience of the Government, 
(b) For medical reasons, pregnancy, or parenthood, 
(c) For hardship, or 
(d) For personality disorder or inaptitude, but only if the service 

was continuous for 365 days or more. 

Benefits are payable to veterans beginning the fifth week after the week in 
which they were separated. Individual state laws determine the specific amount 
of weekly benefit payments. 

Unemployment compensation is administered by the Unemployment Insurance 
Service in the Department of Labor's Employment and Training Administration. 
Payment of claims is administered by state unemployment insurance agencies 
under agreements with the Secretary of Labor. 

Ill 



,,. •• nt 

Rubin L Siegel, M.0. 
Wash., DC 

Vte.,Prasident 
Harold Rou, M.D. 
Mountain Home, TN 

s.. .... ,., 
Jam•• A. O'Connor, M.D. 
lay PiMs, Fl 

TNOSVNr 

A. Raymond Pilkerton, M.D. 
Wash., DC 

FWd liaison e>mc.r 
H. P. (Pete-r) Hawley, M.D. 
Wash., DC 

Executiw DirMtor 
Poul W. Schafer, M.D. 
Wash., DC 

I Heinz K. Schonmetzlar, M.D. 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF VA PHYSICIANS 

6400 Goldsboro Road, Suite 202 

October 8, 1982 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Was hi r,gton, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

Washington, D.C. 20817 (301) 229-9630 

We,tRoxbu,y,MA Now that Mr. Nimmo 1 s resignation as Administrator for Veterans Affairs 
II Thomas Kiernan, M.D. 

Eo,tO,onge,MJ has been accepted by the President, it serves no useful purpose for 
Ill ~o":h7n~~;.d;,;;,M.D. him to stick around as a 11 lame duck 11 until December 31. 
IV Halcott T. Haden, M.D. 

Richmond, VA 

V S.mo,dUebennon, M.D. We are not trying to pressure you on the appointment of his successor; 
VI :::·:~.h~mon,J,., MD. however, we do think it should be done quickly. The Veterans Medical 

Clo<lnnotl, OH Program is too precious a national resource to be left with a leadership 
VII Carl K. Uopcheff, M.O. 

Allen Po,k, MI vacuum, 
VIII Gerald K. Morley, M.D. 

Minneapolis, MN 

IX Harry Knouff, M.D, 
Kansa s City, MO 

X Rolph M. Stanifer, M.D. 
Houston, TX 

XI James Benepe, M.O. 
Sheridon, WY 

XII-S Robert M. Conroy, M.D. 
long leach, CA 

Xll-N D. Robert Lewis, M.D. 
Mortinez-, CA 

You should know that we are prepared to support publicly with alacrity 
and enthusiasm Mr. Charles 11 Chuck11 Hagel, if the President in his 
wisdom sees fit to appoint him. Mr. Hagel needs no introduction as 
he has already demonstrated his ability to serve veteran needs. 

Very Sincerely Yours, 

~t@'_ . [; /~l ,/~1"' • 
Pau'i"t:f.' Sch~ .• 
Executive Directo 

PWS: jb 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 21, 1983 

Mr. Richard J. Gallant 
Military Order of the Purple Heart 
5413-B Backlick Rd. 
Springfield, Virginia 22151 

Dear Dick: 

Thank you for sending me the material from Congressman 
Bob Edgar regarding the future of the Veterans Administration. 

The suggestion that we would move to disband the 
Veterans Administration is absurd. 

I can assure you that no one at the White House 
suggested to Mr. Peter Grace's "Cost Control" g r oup that 
they should operate on any premise that would involve 
disbanding the VA. 

To the contrary, the President is firmly cornmited to 
a strong VA, one which will continue to provide benefits 
and high quality service to our nation's veterans. 

The President has repeatedly assured veterans leaders 
as well as his appointees at the VA of t he high priority 
he places on the services being rendered by the VA. 

Again, thank you for calling Congressman Edgar's press 
release to my attention. 

Cordially, 

,7Ji,~1 " 

Morton C. Blackwell 
Special ' Assistant to the President 



MILITARY ORDER OF THE PURPLE HEART 
CHAR T E R ED B Y CON G R ESS 

OFF ICE o F : Service Director 

Mr. M::>rton Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwell, 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

5413-B BACKLICK RD . SPRINGFIELD . VA . 22151 

(703) 642- 5360 

(FTS) 389- 3953 

April 6, 1983 

Enclosed please find the news release from Congressnan Bob F.dgar 
concerning "Elimination of the Veterans Administration." 

The infonration alledges that President Reagan purportedly charged the 
President's Private Sector Survey on Cost Control to begin with the premise 
that the Veterans Administration could be "disbanded." This is a ver:y grave 
announcerrent for the millions of veterans across this land of ours . 

Because the President is recognized as one who insists upon a strong 
militar:y defense capability for this nation, it should follav that veterans 
are the essential ingredient by-product of an effective militar:y posture and 
as such should receive similar attention and support. 

'Iherefore , we respectfully request that a a:mnittrrent by President Reagan 
to both deny the allegation and to support the Veterans .Administration as 
oonsti tuted be forthooming. 'lhis request is essential to eliminate any feelings 
of distrust or betrayal that the veterans may perceive because of this staterrent 
"Elimination of the Veterans Administration." 

Further, this allegation is not oonsistent with any indications that I have 
observed that would indicate that President Reagan wanted to eliminate the 
Veterans Administration and disseminate its functions to other federal agencies 
or to non-govenmental entities. 

Silence will not cause the issue to fade c:May. Awaiting your reply. 

Yours in Patriotism, 

RJG:he 

enclosure 

EXCLUS IVE LY FOR COMBAT WOUNDED VETERANS 
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, Pen nsylvania 

"VET tRAr~s ,_ IT'S tWT I NG TO HAPr EN 11 

2352 R21 burn H.O. B. 
Wa '.,t1ing ton, D.C . 2051 5 
?02 -2:.! 5- 20 11 

55 N. Lansdown e Av0 nue 
L,rnsdowne, PA 190S0 
From Delaware County: 215-626-7000 
Frnm Philadelphia: 215-726 -61 00 

11 It 1 s jus t not goina to happen," said Rep . Cob Ed~ <tr (D -Pa), referring to the 

cone usior1s of the Pre'.>idcnt 1 s Private Sector Survey on Co~t Control v1hich s tated th<1t 

the I et eru r,c, .r dmi1 1isti-i1tio ri be e liminated. 

The draft report, 1,1i th recommendation s ta th e Pres·i dent's appointed co s t central 

Cornm ssion Chairman, J. Peter Grace , was pr('- r e l eased to Edgar as Cha i rn1ci11 of th t: Hcus 1~ 

Veterans Affairs Subconmrittee on Hospita l s and Hea lth Care. 

In a covf: r lette r' , a t tac hed to th2 "Grace Report", the Cornmi ssi o;1 s t:1t.c,:1: ~'J D. 

line ·witJ1 the gen2ral theme of the President and the Commi ssio i , •·c_s tar· t ed conc~pt ­

\·1i_th_ th~emi sr~ t ha t t ~e VA could be di sb~ued and it s f.!:Jnc_!:J..r'!r~_t.rar_15J_~_crcd tu 

_othu _i;i.) _c:.:_nci ~~?_!'J_f __ !,t1~J:!-5_:_9.QY~r n_!!lcn t_.:..II The Conmri s s ion, headed by a qt(iup d 1r,,1 j or 

corp r c1t ion executives continued: "l,Je f..N~i __ t h<1.!:..-.Jn the 'loriq run_L_l)art 'icu lar ly Hl _t he 

abser ce of future wa r s , s 1.>r i cJt1 -; consi det-.1 t'i on_ shou ld be <r iven to e1irrrinat in_g___the VA."_ 

The rPport then dr t .:dh·d specifi c r r:: co:r,r.0n d.:1 tions of transferr ing a ll hr:: r.,:::: f i t 

func io ns of the~ 'JA to th e- D1:p«1 t t rnen t of De f2nse and Fi:c!e r a l \:lelfare a0c11cie s . 1!h ·i le 

the tudy indicated t ha t the number of VA bene fit cas es \'.'ould dec li ne by 24 p,-:! r ce: nt by 

t he 2000, the Co;nm i ss i on cited as their rationale the increasing cos t of vc t e r c ns' 

prog ams and the need to curb ve t erans' ben r f i t s and services furth er . "This ass ul!1es 

no c ange in basic mo1·tality rates and th.:it there are no s ignificant e:: ffec ts of /\ge nt 

Ora n e or ar,y other curn-•n t'l_y unknown ct ·isobi liti cs , 11 the l e tter stated . 

11 Th ·1s should a l so ac, s umc~," Edg .1r added , ''t hn t Amer i can troops do rw t st 1.rn!li l e into 

a wa in Central Amer i ca , Beirut or Easte rn Europe and we have casua l t i es to t ak~ care 

of." On ly last ye ar he i nd ica ted his Subcoirnnit tee approved lt:9islation, nov, l i!vl, \.· h~c11 

wou 1 make th1:: VA med i cc1 l sy s t em the back- up to the overburdened DOlJ med i CJ 1 c;ys tcn1 in 

t ime of nati onal erner~ency or cri s i s . Tn~ ClHimi ss ion in the ir report rec oi ,.'Tl~ndeJ c l osin9 

ce rt in VA ho sµita1s, rP.d llc ing acut" ecr ,~ VA. facilit ies , and conso lidatinq VP. mcdj_ca ·1 

se rvi ce s and costs with t he private sector. "If all of these , and other r e c-c :1 (,1e n,la t i cns 

of tte "Grace Report'' v1ere enact ed," [ u~ ar sa ·i':i , "the VA medical sys te1n i-·iOu ld, in no tir.1e, 

be n thi ng t,ut a v,arehou se for agirig ve te r 2. ns. '' 

"The VA ha s develope-:1 a highly integrat0.d 1 c.,ne-stop ' benef it and medica l servi ces 

deli ery system for those \/hu have servl~d i n defense o f this count ry," th(: Ve t erans ' 

Sub :: 11rnittee Cha irina n s.:: i d . " I certainly trust the Pres ident \·r ill r eject the recommc11d .:i -

tion . of his Com1:1issicn. J\ -:; far as I am conc erned , the "Gra e~ Re1Jort" j ,_.es r r: t h i1·.' E: a 

pray •r." 



EVVS 
For ! 111,110d i at e R1:·1case 

B, 1983 7th District 
Pennsylvania 

"l-JHO \.JANTS THE VA TO GO?" 

. .... -~. .. . 
:..111. ~ .... 

Io.~- · ~~ . ) \.. ) ! 

2352 Rayburn H.O.G. 
Washington , D. C. 205 15 
20 2-225-2011 

5 5 N . L ansd o wn e A ve nue 

Lansdowne, PA 190~i0 
From Delaware Count y: 21 5-6 26 -7000 
From Philadelphi r.1: 2 15- 726-6 100 

In a letter delive red to the offi ce of P.c- p. Bo b Edgur, (D -Pa ), Chairma n of the HouSL: 

Vf.t1.: ra r; Arf :i fr c; Subcommittee on Hos pital s an d l!cc1 lth Care , t he Pre si dent ' ~. 
,. 

;- riv dt Sc:r.t c, r Survey on r. o·;t Con tro l tias (foni~rJ t htit its t as k force h t1', rc•u:.-1:ne nrle d 

el in.in - ti on of th e Vct c: r ans Administration. 

r el i .1 L' . Lar Un, a 1,;,-•111 br>r of the [ x(• Ct1t ivP. Consni ttt'e of the Pres i (L· 1it.'•; 

1-'r iv at t ~•-· Ct ·Jr Surv,:y on Cost Con t ro l, indi ca t .:d t h:it , "the reference t o c: l ·irn in ut i no 

the Ve er'c.:ns Ad:o1 in ·i s trati o11 v11s de leted severu l mo11t hs c.ltJ O upun the r ec o9ni~ti ori tha t 

i t 1-rns L1~ycnd t he scope of the 111andate of t he ?ri V<lte Sector Surv ey ." He cha rct c tcri zed 

U,P. sul s t .J nc c of the t as k force ' s r eµort.,whi ch surfaced at a recN1t hearin g of E' l~CJdr's 

'. i11l.>co111:1 i ttcc , us be in9 "p1't.J l 1i:1inary " ,11 1d "anot her e xc1 1r1ple of tli i: L,llr ort 1;1 ,,.ilt• cc;r1 -:S l' (Ju c nu.: " 

of l cr_1 in g preli min ary s ta f f studies, while they are sti ll in the proce',s uf be ·in<J 

re viei,r d <lt1 d revised . " 

c l earl 1 ·indica t eJ t h:t t the Presiden t had ch arged the PrivcJte Sec t or L1c;k For ce to bl~~in 

t: 1::> ir 1-or k v1ith the pr emi se t twt the Veteran s Adrnin i st r ation could be "d ·ish:11idv l. 11 

(See A tucr.,:,2 nt) 

" Po ] ·icy n1t.1ke r s un ve ry v1e ll ma ke a 1,o l itical dr~ ci '.; i on ncM to alt,: r Ut t' n.: ( lJ i1,mert !.: tior1 

of the r e: )ur· t. But it i s c l ea r that the or ig i na l sen ti ments ex pressed t,y t he Cc111 uniss io11, 

and t h - ir in t e r pr et f, tio n f 1f t he Pt es i J i::,nt 1 s dir ect ion, remc1 i n a direct th reat t o the 

ii: t e~r ily 1...f t he 1/e t era ns /\d rniltis t rat'i on, " Ectq,w said . 

"The c.or1'orate execu ti ves 11ho dirE!c :.cd this r eport have a gr ·ea t dL•i: l or . ,. , 
1r,r 1ur nce 

orl' Llii s /,, ·•11 in i ~t rati on . \-! hile we are now for ova rned of their vi e1·,s , it i s ve r y cl (~ ar tt ,J t 

t:. hey a e r,eit he r i n a pos i t i on to ever need to use VA me di ca l s e rvi c2'.:i , :,ur evalu i.tte 

11 ,e t1u d n i)t:r 1t-f it t he VA prov i des f o, .... l'il; li :,n- ~. a-f QGdy u-nd- de s ervin g vet-9- r :c1 n<;_ " 

Edq a r called on the Presi dent to cl ai' i fy the purpo se and intent of t h~ c r.11!rniss i rrn 
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Ma rch 29 , 1983 

LEGI SLATIVE UPDATE VETER/\NS AfTAIRS 

Rep. Bob Edgar, Chairman of the House Vetera ns Affairs Subco111n,i ttee 

on lios pitals anc1 Hea lth Care, has i ntroduc i.: d, or is principal cospon sor of th f~ 

follm·ring l egi slati on now pending before the Co111rnittoe: 

f!.k. 103 , repl aced by "clea n bill" H. R. 164 5: To in crease the f1 <? r diem 1·r1tE: 

payabl e by the Veterans Admi ni strat ion t o States 1)rovi dinrJ don1icili0 ry) 

nurs i n9 t10me , J nd hos pita 1 cor e to ve t erans in State hcwrs . /\nd to 

aut hori ze the Vt'\ to admini s t er a cnmmunity res id,: nti a l care pl'oqrc1111 for" 

vete r ans . (Author - Edgar) 

H.R. 792 To e:.; t abl i s h the Veteran s Administration as an Exccuti vr. DoparL11l(:nt 

gran ti ng t he VA Administrator Cabinet stat us. (Autho r - Ed gar ) 

H. J. Res 210 Designating July 16, 1983, "National Atomic Veterans Day" to honor 

250,000 veterans exposed to nucl ear radiation tests and a t omic blasts. 
- -

H.R. 1443 To extend readju s tment counseling services for Vi e tnam Era vC::tr: r aris 

throu gh the storef ront psyc hol og ical coun seling cr. nter s and ca ll fo r 

a nev, major su rvey of the rea djustment, economic and heal th s tr1tt1 '..i of 

the Vi etnam Era vete ran popu ·lation. (Author - Edgar) 

H. R. 11 37 To enac t a l·Jo111en 1 s Advi sory Committee wi t hin the Vet eran s f1dministrat i oi1 

to adv i se th •2 Congress an d t he Executive branch on the needs of i1 1creasing 

number s of \,•ome n veteran s . (Author - Edgar) 

H.R. 1944 To es t rl bli sh a nc\'/ educational assi s tan ce program for tlie All Voluntt:er 

Mi 1 i tary t o be us ed as a rec ruitment and retention tool fo r 11,emhers of 

the Ar1110d Forces.(Aut hor - Edgar) 

H. R. 1959 J udicial Review of Vete , ans Claims/ Veterans Righ ts: To estab li s h 

the basic right of a ll veterans to have access to the court s in the 

pursuit of th eir claims and in support of adequat e an d reasonJ hle 

benefits and services . (Pri ncipal Cosponso r - Edgar) 

H.R. 1961 "Vi e tnam Veterans Ag ent Ora nge Reli ef Act": To pro vide a pre swnpti on 

of servi ce connection for the occurrence of certain di seas es related 

to exposure to her bici des or other en viron me ntal haz ard s or condi ti ons 

in veterans who served 'in Sou thea:. t Asi a during the Vietrn n, Era . 
( Pri nc i pa 1 Cos pon~or -· Edgar) 
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Veterans 
Administration 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Office of Public 
end Conaumar Affairs 

Washingtc>r [ ,( 204 20 { 
(202 1 389-2 74 1 

News Release 

BELATED HEROINE STATUS ACCORDED WITH WORLD WAR II WOMEN 

What some refer to as "an event that is 40 years overdue" will bring 

recognition to a little known group of women who will converge on 

Washi ngton from as far away as Brazil. 

Begi nning with their arrival in Washi ngton April 7, a three-day 

reuni on of Ame r ic an women who were World War II prisoners of war of the 

Japanes e will be sponsored by veterans organi zations, the Ve terans 

Adminis t r ation and the Dep artment of Defense. 

In February 1945, whe n American forces reached the Ph ilippines after 

fou r years of f ighti ng back Jap an's surpr i se sweep of Pacific isl ands, t hey 

found 81 wome n among the Amer i cans he ld prisoner in San to Tomas University. 

They were Army and Navy nurses, two diet i t i ans and a phys ic al t herap ist who 

had stayed to help the wounded amo ng the l ast defenders of the Phili ppines 

on Bataan and Corregidor. 

Whe n Gener al Jonathan Wai nr ight's t roops could no longer hold out on 

Corregidor, t he women were among the defenders who became Japanese 

pr i soners of war on May 6, 1942. Tran sferred to Santo Tomas in June, they 

remained t here until American troops ar rived in February 1945. 

Mi r ac ul ously, all of the mil i tary women had survived. 

These long fo rgotten events came to the attention of the Veterans 

Administ r ation during a January me eting of the agency's Prisoners of War 

Advisory ColTITiittee. San Moody of Longwood, Florida, a member of the 

-more-
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advisory committee, remarked to VA Chief Benefits Director Dorothy Starbuck 

that there were a number of women among 90,000 American former prisoners 

of war. 

Through _an intensive outreach effort by VA benefits counselors, more 

than 60 were found to be alive. When preparations were made for the 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day, April 8, the women were invited to 

participate in Washington ceremonies . Thirty-one agreed to come. 

In a letter to each of the women, Miss Starbuck said: 

"I want to te 11 you how very delighted we are that you have 

accepted the invitation to join us in Washington for the observance of 

POW/MIA Day. A rather busy schedule has been planned for you .••• 11 

That schedule includes for April 7, the arrival time of each -- at 

Union Station, Dulles and National Airport and a reception that evening 

at the Bolling AFB Officers Club sponsored by the chiefs of nursing 

organizations, military as well as VA and Red Cross. 

On Friday April 8, they will be guests of Assistant Secretary of 

Defense Lawrence J. Korb at a Pentagon reception. At 11 a.m., they will 

join in a Riverfront ceremony in observance of POW/MIA Day. They will be 

l uncheon guests of Admi nistrator of Veterans Affairs Harry N. Walters in 

the general officers di ning room. 

A White House reception in the Indian Treaty Room of the Executive 

Office Building is scheduled for 3 p.m. After a brief respite at their 

quarters at Bolling AFB, they will be received at the National Headquarters 

of the Disabled American Veterans, 807 Maine Avenue, S.W., by Congressional 

and government leaders. Each will receive a flag that has been flown over 

the Capitol from Congressman John Paul Hammerschmidt CR-Arkansas) and 

special medallions presented by DAV. 

-more-
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VA's Department of Medicine and Surgery will host them on April 9 

for a tour of Arlington Cemetery and other points of Washington and a 

luncheon at the Sheraton Washington Hotel. Saturday evening they will be 

guests of the American Veterans of World War II, Korea and Vietnam (AMVETS) 

at its Silver Helmet Awards Banquet at the Baltimore Hilton. 

Most will depart on April 10, after recording interviews for the 

Army Nurse historian. 

The events are considered an outstanding example of inter-government 

cooperation by all of the planners involved. Army Assistant Chief, Nurse 

Col. Connie L. Slewitzkey has rallied the support of the Pentagon and her 

counterparts in the military nursing services. VA director of volunteers, 

Ed Rose, has organized the help of service organizations. Hundreds of VA 

employees throughout the country have joined with veterans organizations 

and business groups to pay t r ansportation costs. Volunteer assistance has 

been offer ed by Army, Navy, Air Force, the Red Cross and dozens of VA 

employees. Vol unteers of the Park Police will provide escort for the 

buses transporting the group to the various activities. 

One member of the group, Madeline M. Ullom, of Tucson, Arizona, 

returns home with an appointment certificate as the only female member of 

VA's Prisoners of War Advisory Corrrnittee. The 16-member group, which meets 

quarterly with VA officials is chaired by retired Air Force Lt. Gen. John 

P. Flynn, a POW in North Vietnam for 5-1/2 years. 

Contact: Stratton M. Appleman 
(202) 389-2741 



~ Veterans / 
Administration 

Office of the 
Administrator 
of Veterans Affairs 

Washington DC 20420 

March 23, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Edwin Meese, III 
Counsellor to the 
President 

The White House 

Veterans Administration 

Veterans Administration 
Highlights 

1. The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States on 
March 14, 1983, conditionally endorsed the President's 
proposal to send increased military and economic aid to 
El Salvador. National Commander-in-Chief, James R. Currieo, 
said, "while we agree in principal (sic) with the increase ... 
we feel the final solution must come through diplomatic 
initiatives and dialogue." 

2 . At thei~ request, representatives of the National 
Unemployed Network met with on March 15, 1983, at the 
Veterans Administration Central Office. Representatives 
from five states presented a letter to the VA's Chief 
Benefits Director, demanding that the VA" 

a. intercede with mortgage lendets on 
behalf of homeowners and advocate reduced 
payment plans not to exceed 35% of homeowners 
net income including utilities; 

b. refund the mortgage if reduced payment 
plan not agreed upon and if veteran is in : 
arrears through no fault of his own; 

c. actively notify VA mortgagors of available 
assistance programs; 

d. notify all offices by directive that thi$ 
is now accepted procedure for assistance to 
troubled homeowners with VA loans. 



3. Under the authority of P . L. 96-466 and 0MB Bulletin 81-17, 
the VA Associate Deputy General Counsel has been designated as 
the Agency Debt Collection officer . He will oversee the identifying 
~,,d resolution of issues relating to collection of some $900,000,000 
in approximately 1 , 3000 , 000 accounts receivable . This has 
accumulated over the years and its resolution represents a 
priority item with the Administrator. 

4. A VA approved survey questionnaire and supporting statement 
has been sent to 0MB for approval. To be conducted by Lou Harris 
and Associates under VA contract, the survey would gather 
current social, economic and health status data from non­
institutionalized veterans aged 65 and over. It would also 
show their utilization of VA facilities and benefits. If 
0MB clearance is received by the first week in May, the 
schedule calls for data collection between May 23 and August 18 , 
1983. After analysis, a final report would be released in 
mid-November . 

5. Over 50 ,000 copies of two sizes of a poster c ommemorating 
POW/MIA Recognition Day , April 9 , have b een distributed 
nationwide. All VA facilities , veterans ' service organizations , 
Congressional offices and selected federal and s tate agencies 
have received t hem. Also the design and approp riate copy for 
a POW/MIA television slide is being developed f o r placement 
with all U. S. TV stations. 

6. Plans are underway for a series of meetings and pre s entations 
for funeral directors , veterans' service groups, civic leaders 
and media reporters, prior to the dedication on May 15, 1983, 
of the new Quantico Cemetery. It will open for internments 
on May 16, 1983. 

7 . The 1980 Prisoners -of War (POW) System , which provided 
profiles on repatriated prisoners is being reactivated and 
enhanced in three steps to provide recurring POW veteran 
information. 

8. The VA is currently reviewing all programs , policies , 
regulations and initiatives relating to the employme~t of 
veterans. This review includes: 

a . all internal programs at the VA having 
veteran employment impact, such as personnel 
practices, construction contracting , VA 
service offices and the hiring of disabled 
veterans who complete educational programs 
under vocational rehabilitation. 

- 2 -



b. VA's responsibilities with regard to 
monitoring and cooperating with other Federal 
agencies in increasing veterans employment as 
provided in Sec. 220, 38 U.S.C.; 

c. seeking input from veteran organizations as 
how best to emphasize and increase veterans 
employment; 

d. cooperating with the SBA in seeking to 
implement the Business Loan provisions of 
P.L. 97-22; 

e. reviewing the workings of the VA Committee 
on the Employment of the Handicapped and Disabled 
Veterans as well as the Interagency Committee 
on Handicapped Employment with the intent of 
improving efficiency and utilization of these 
committees in improving veterans employment 
throughout the Federal Government. 

9. The VA has just submitted its Second Annual Report to the 
Congress on its Health Professional Scholarship Program. This 
program, deriving its authority from Title II of the VA Health 
Care Amendments of 1980, P.L. 96-330 and Sections of Title 38 
of the U.S. Code, is designed as a -competitive program of 
assistance to'nursing students. In return for benefits tuition 
and fees, educational costs and a monthly stipend, participants 
must be a full-time employee at a VA Medical Center for a minimum 
of two years. By the deadline of July 2, 1982, 3,225 applicants 
had filed. The VA offered 376 scholarships and 344 were 
accepted and they are enrolled in 172 schools .in 45 states and 
2 jurisdictions. As a result of this full implementation of 
the program, progress is being made in increasing the supply 
of professional nurses for the nation's veterans. 

The Health Professional Scholarship Program has assigned 
the first participant for service obligation at Bronx ~A 
Medical Center. Mr. Marcial Astacio-Echevarria began his 
two year service obligation in February, 1983, after completing 
degree requirements for a master's nursing degree in Adult 
Psychiatric/Mental Health at Hunter College, New York, N.Y. 

cc: Kenneth Duberstein, Assistant to the President for Legislative Affairs 
Craig L. Fuller, Assistant to the President for cabinet Affairs 
David R. Gergen, Assistant to the President for Corrmunications 
Edward J. Pollins, Assistant to the President for Political Affairs 
M:Jrton C. Blach-well, Special Assistant to the President for Public Liaison 
Becky Norton Dunlop, Special Assistant to the President and Director, Office 

of cabinet Affairs 

- 3 -



Veterans 
Administration 

Office of the 
Administrator 
of Veterans Affairs 

Washington DC 20420 

April 13, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Edwin Meese, III 
Counsellor to the 
President 

The White House 

Veterans Administration 

Veterans Administration 
Highlights 

1. VA's 11 millionth Guaranteed Horne Loan was made 
March 21, 1983, to a vietnarn era veteran buying his 
first home. With this loan in Peoria, Illinois, the 
VA has guaranteed more than $204 billion to home buying 
veterans since the program's establishment in 1944. 

2. San Francisco National Cemetery will be the site of 
observance of Anzac Day (Australia and New Zealand 
Memorial Day) on April 24, 1983. 

3. The daily Cash Management of Insurance Funds Test 
has indicated that daily cash balances of insurance funds 
could remain on deposit at the Treasury Department in 
interest bearing investments, with the interest being 
passed along to veterans as larger dividends. 

4. HVAC member J. Marvin Leath, Chairman of the Subcommittee 
on Education, Training and Employment had high praise for 
the VA and Administrator Walters as effective advocates 
for veterans. This occurred at a March 23rd oversight 
hearing on small business loans to veterans. 

5. Nearly 400 thousand copies of the second Agent Orange 
Review have been distributed to veterans on the Agent 
Orange Registry and supplied to VA facilities. 



6. A new exhibit titled "VA Benefits for Women Veterans" 
has been produced. This exhibit which salutes the 
contribution women have made in service to our country, 
will be used to highlight benefits and services available 
to female veterans. 

7. The March figures for unemployed veterans showed the 
first improvement in seven months. There were 55 thousand 
fewer unemployed vietnam era veterans in March than in 
February and the number employed was 70 thousand higher 
than the previous month. 

8. Successful arrangements were completed with the 
New York Times for an in-depth editorial board conference 
with Administrator Walters during his early-April visit 
to New York City VA facilities. In addition, the first 
of a planned series of "get acquainted" breakfasts with 
Washington-area media and Administrator Walters was held. 
It is hoped these will not only stimulate interest in 
the good news potential of VA operations, but will also 
close the impersonal gap that sometimes exists between 
media and the bureaucracy. 

9. Deputy Administrator Alvarez recently addressed the 
American G.I. Forum National Conference. His presence 
at this, the nation's largest Hispanic veterans 
organization, attracted feature article coverage by 
the San Francisco Chronicle and the Examiner. 

10. A coordinated effort of the VA with the Department of 
Defense resulted on March 8 and 9th in the recognition and 
honoring of more than half of the 60 living Army and Navy 
nurses who were prisoners of the Japanese during WWII. 
These women provided an unusual and heretofore little known 

~ perspective on the POW experience for this years National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day. A wide series of events occurred 
including lunch with Administrator Walters, a reception with 
congressional and military leaders and a White House 
reception in their honor. 

cc: 

Kenneth Duberstein, Assistant to the President for legislative Affairs 
Craig L. F\lller, Assistant to the President for cabinet Affairs 
I:avid R. Gergen, Assistant to the President for Ccmnunications 
Edward J. Ibllins, Assistant to the President for Political Affairs 

j M:>rton C. Blackwell, Special Assistant to the President for Public Liaison 
Becky Norton DI.ml.op, Special Assistant to the President and Director, 

Office of cabinet Affairs 

- 2 -



THE WHITE HO U SE 

W AS H I N GT ON 

October 8, 1982 

MEMCRANDUM FOR MORTCN C. BLACKWELL 

FRrn: CAROLYN B. SUNDSETH 

SUBJECT: Calls from Veterans Re Administrator 

Our phones iit up like a Christmas tree this morning 
as numerous individuals . called in, mostly connected 
with V. A. medicine (Like the Director of V. A. 
Medical Servi ces), concerning Mr. Nimmo's resignation. 
They called in an obviously orchestrated effort to 
accompli~h two things: 

1. Have Nimmo leave immediately · - no lame duck 
period and make it possible to have a new 
administrator before budget time next year. 

2. Recommend Chuck Hagel for the job. 

Also some veterans organizations, such as Military 
Order of Purple Heart, who did not want to specify 
whom should be appointed called to urge the early 
departure of the resig_ned Nimmo and a replacement 
before budget planning time. 

- As an example of the volume of calls, I received 15 
in a 20 minute period. Most did not want to leave thei~ 
names but wanted to go on record as making the 
recommendation. 
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RONALD W. REAGAN LIBRARY 

THIS FORM MARKS THE FILE LOCATION OF ITEM NUMBER _~l __ LISTED ON THE 

WITHDRAWAL SHEET AT THE FRONT OF THIS FOLDER. 



MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 13, 1983 

James Coyne 

. I /' Morton C. Blackwell , . , 
I.._ 

Flag Day 

I received a telephone call today from VA Administrator 
Harry Walters' office. He would like to attend the South 
Lawn gathering to which you have so kindly invited some 
Veteran leaders. 

I would appreciate your contacting his office at 
389-3775. 

MCB: jet 

., 



. I 

Honorable Faith Ryan Wh ittlesey 
Assistant to the President for Public 

Liaison 
The ~hite House 
Washington , DC 20500 

Dear Hrs . Whittlesey : 

The Veterans Administration will soon be publishing a report 
containing veteran population estimates that will for the tirst 
time conform with all final 1980 Decennial Census aata on 
veterans' age, state of residence, and period of military 
service. Furthermore, the state distribution of the veteran 
population will reflect the etfect of the most recent figures 
available on the geographic mobility patterns of veterans. 

Enclosed tor your information is an advance copy of the 
statistical tables to be included in this upcoming report, 
Veteran Population March 31, 1983. A published version of 
this report will be sent to you as soon as it becomes avail­
able . I have also included a table displaying revised veteran 
population estimates by state for each year from 1980 through 
1983. These state veteran totals are all fully consistent with 
1980 Census data and supersede any other figures previously 
released. 

ie are available to discuss any aspect of these veteran popu ­
lation estiraates . 

Sincerely , 

HARRY N. WALTERS 
Administrator 

Enclosures 2 



Age I 

All_Ages 

Under 20 years ••••••• 

20-24 years •••••••••• 

25-29 years •••••••••• 
30-34 years •••••••••• 

35-39 years •••••••••• 
40-44 years •••••••••• 

45-49 years •••••••••• 
50-54 years •••••••••• 

55-59 years •••••••••• 
60-64 years •••••••••• 

65-69 years •••••••••• 
70-74 years •••••••••• 

75-79 years •••••••••• 

80-84 years •••••••••• 

85 years and over •••• 

Median Age~••••••·• 

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF VETERANS LIVING IN THE U.S. AND PUERTO RICO, HY AGE AND PERIOD OF SERVICE 
MARCH 31, 1983 

( In thousands) --,c---------- --- -----------
WAR VETERANS PEACETIME VETERANS 

Total 

Veterans 

28, 304# 

5 
585 

1,512 

2,546 
3,329 
2,471 

2,722 
3,428 

4,015 
3, 728 

2,050 

981 

446 
211 

276 

51 .4 

-----,----------------

Vietnam Era Korean Conflict 

in 
Total 

~/ 

Total 

3/ nflict 3/21 

No Service 
in 

World war 

II 

~Smioe 

Total orean I 
'--------L----------

E.!_368# 

24 

789 
2,364 
3,090 
1,067 

1,391 
3,164 

3,950 
3,686 

1,998 

923 

390 
173 

260 

54.6 

----- -----
~27 

24 

78'cl 
2,364 

3,090 
1,040 

339 
283 

147 
97 

39 

12 

4 

* 

36.2 

2-222-

24 

789 

2,364 
3,090 
1,037 

205 
45 

11 
5 

* 
* 

35.8 

5,321 

30 

1,186 
2,842 

684 
329 

152 

62 

26 

6 

3 

52.4 

4,266 

30 

1,186 
2,720 

268 
32 
14 

8 

5 

51 .5 

Wo 

Wa 

rld 

r II 

~/ 

~~~~_Q 

399 

3,670 
3,649 

1,983 

914 

385 

84 

27 

61.9 

World 

War 

I 

321 

88 

233 

86.9 

Total 

5,036 

5 

561 

723 
183 

239 
1,404 

1,331 
263 

65 
, 42 

52 

59 

56 
37 

16 

43.3 

Post-
Vietnam 

Era 

ii 
-

~~3. 

5 

561 

723 
177 

42 

23 

14 
6 

* 

26.0 

Service 
Between 

Korean 

Conflict Other 
and Peace-

Vietnam Era time 
Only :ii 

3,058 427 

6 
197 

1,381 

1,289 28 
156 101 

15 50 
6 36 

3 48 

2 57 

55 

* 37 

* 15 

44.9 64.8 



NOTE: Excluded are a small indeterminate number of National Guard personnel or reservists who incurred service-connected disabilities while on an 
initial tour of active duty for training only. Detail may not add to total shown due to rounding. 

2/ Veterans who served in both World War II and the Korean conflict, or in both the Korean conflict and the Vietnam era, are counted only once. 

y Includes 656 (thousand) who served in both the Korean conflict and the Vietnam era. 

~/ Includes 1,055 (thousand) who served in both World War II and the Korean conflict. 

ii Service only after May 7, 1975. 

'!!_I Includes those who served only between World War I and World War II, and those who served only between World War II and the Korean conflict. 

!!_/ Computed from data by single year of age. 

# There are also 47 living Spanish-American War veterans whose median age is 102 years. 

• Less than 0.5 (thousand). 



State 

Total 
Veterans 

Total 28,304# 

State Total 28 I 177 

Alabama ••••••••••••••• 436 
Alaska •••••••••••••••• 50 
Arizona ••••••••••••••• 383 
Arkansas •••••••••••••• 270 
California •••••••••••• 3,003 

Colorado •••••••••••••• 401 
Connecticut ••••••••••• 413 
Delaware •••••••••••••• 77 
District of Columbia •• 65 
Florida ••••••••••••••• 1,392 

Georgia ••••••••••••••• 632 
Hawaii •••••••••••••••• 99 
Idaho ••••••••••••••••• 121 
Illinois •••••••••••••• 1,348 
Indiana ••••••••••••••• 680 

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF VETERANS LIVING IN THE U.S. AND PUERTO RICO, BY STATE AND PERIOD OF SERVICE 
MARCH 31, 1983 

( In thousands) 

WAR VETERANS PEACETIME VETERANS 

Vietnam Era Korean Conflict Service 
Between 

Veterans Korean 
per 1,000 I No Service No Service Poet- Conflict, 
Civilian I in in World World Vietnam and 
Population Total Total Korean Total World War War II War Era Vietnam Era 

1/ 2/ 3/ Conflict }_I !:_I 11 !:._I I Total 5/ Only 

X 23,268# 8 1221 ~ 2.z.E.!.. 4,266 .!.!.i.!.!Q_ 321 5,036 ~ 3,058 

122.6 23 I 165 8,191 7,536 5,283 4,232 11,011 320 5 1012 ~ 3,045 

111.3 353 128 113 90 71 165 4 83 29 46 
120.5 40 23 21 9 7 11 * 11 4 7 
135.1 316 120 105 73 53 154 5 66 24 38 
118.3 222 78 69 50 38 111 4 49 16 28 
122.9 2,475 923 833 612 449 1,161 32 528 160 317 

133.6 327 148 133 79 60 130 4 74 25 45 
1-31.6 343 103 98 79 65 175 5 71 18 47 
129.0 64 22 20 15 12 31 1 14 5 8 
104.2 54 17 16 13 10 27 l 12 4 6 
134.8 1,169 379 316 272 183 644 25 223 73 120 

113.5 511 218 192 125 96 219 4 121 42 68 
105.4 80 35 30 21 16 33 1 19 7 11 
126.0 99 40 37 22 18 43 1 22 7 14 
118.2 I, 109 358 346 2)8 207 540 15 239 66 154 
124.4 553 193 186 122 106 254 8 127 40 78 

Other 
'Peace-
time 

6/ 

427 

426 

8 

* 
5 

5 
51 

4 
6 
l 

29 

11 

l 
19 
9 



Iowa ••••••••• ••••••••• 354 121.9 295 102 98 64 57 134 6 59 17 37 4 
Kansas•••••••••••••••• 300 126 .1 249 88 81 55 45 118 5 51 16 31 4 
Kentucky •••••••••••••• 405 111.5 333 117 110 73 62 157 5 72 22 43 7 
Louisiana ••••••••••••• 453 104. 7 366 141 129 81 64 169 4 87 30 48 8 
Haine ••••••••••••••••• 154 137 .o 127 46 42 29 24 59 2 27 9 16 2 

Maryland •••••••••••••• 544 128.8 446 165 149 111 85 208 4 99 30 61 8 
Massachusetts ••••••••• 720 124.8 599 173 163 133 109 316 10 121 34 78 9 
Michigan •••••••••••••• 1,117 122.8 913 322 312 192 170 419 11 204 62 126 16 
Minnesota ••••••••••••• 525 127.1 429 158 153 94 81 186 8 95 27 63 6 
Mississippi ••••••••••• 245 96.9 199 66 58 49 38 101 3 45 16 25 5 

Missouri •••••••••••••• 647 131.3 533 183 172 122 101 252 9 114 36 69 9 
Montana ••••••••••••••• 108 135.7 88 34 33 18 15 39 I 20 6 13 
Nebraska •••••••••••••• 191 121.4 157 57 53 37 32 70 3 34 10 21 2 
Nevada•••••••••••••••• 137 157.5 112 45 39 29 22 50 I 25 7 17 2 
New Hampshire ••••••••• 138 145.7 113 43 39 26 21 51 2 24 8 16 

New Jersey •••••••••••• 925 124.8 765 213 202 173 147 406 10 160 39 106 15 
New Mexico •••••••••••• 162 120.6 132 55 48 31 24 59 l 30 12 16 2 
New York •••••••••••••• 1,951 110.6 1,610 446 433 343 302 851 24 341 96 212 33 
North Carolina •••••••• 660 111. 5 541 203 182 127 103 251 6 119 40 68 11 
North Dakota •••••••••• 69 104.7 56 22 21 12 11 23 I 13 4 8 

Ohio •••••••••••••••••• 1,385 128.5 l, 136 380 365 239 207 549 14 249 77 153 19 
Oklahoma •••••••••••••• 397 126.3 328 127 115 76 57 151 5 69 22 41 6 
Oregon•••••·•••••••••• 400 151.2 329 134 126 66 52 146 6 71 22 44 5 
Pennsylvania •••••••••• 1,593 134.4 1,320 389 373 279 237 694 17 273 74 177 23 
Rhode Island •••••••••• 126 132. 2 106 33 30 24 19 56 2 20 6 12 2 

South Carolina •••••••• 351 112.0 284 116 100 70 53 129 2 67 25 36 6 
South Dakota •••••••••• 80 117 .o 66 22 21 16 14 29 2 14 5 9 l 
Tennessee ••••••••••••• 543 117 .3 443 167 153 99 81 203 5 100 32 58 9 
Texas. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • l , 7 32 114.4 1,413 577 514 330 250 633 16 320 109 184 27 
Utah •••••••••••••••••• 155 100.2 128 51 48 29 23 56 2 26 8 17 2 

Vermont ••••••••••••••• 64 124.0 52 19 18 12 10 23 I 13 4 8 l 
Virginia •••••••••••••• 664 124.5 549 228 I 9 I 147 104 248 5 116 38 68 10 
Washington •••••••••••• 628 149.8 514 225 202 122 89 217 7 114 35 71 8 
West Virginia ••••••••• 243 124.8 200 71 66 42 35 97 3 43 12 26 4 
Wisconsin ••••••••••••• 574 120.5 464 162 157 101 89 210 8 l 10 30 73 7 
Wyoming ••••••••••••••• 67 134.5 55 26 25 11 10 20 I 12 4 8 * 



Puerto Rico 127 X 103 37 35 37 34 33 24 11 12 

NOTE: Excluded are a small indeterminate number of National Guard personnel or reservists who incurred service-connected disabilities while on an initial 
tour of active duty for training only. Detail may not add to total shown due to rounding. 

~/ Based on provisional civilian population estimates for July I, 1982, provided by the U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 
2/ Veterans who served in both World War II and the Korean conflict, or in both the Korean conflict and the Vietnam era, are 

counted only once. 
ll Includes 656 (thousand) who served in both the Korean conflict and the Vietnam era. 
~/ Includes 1,055 (thousand) who served in both World War II and the Korean conflict. 
~/ Service only after May 7, 1975. 
~ Includes those who served only between World War I and World War II, and those who served only between World War II and the Korean conflict. 
I There are also 47 living Spanish-American War veterans. 
* Less than 0.5 (thousand). 



Regional 
Office 

Total 
Veterans 

Total 28,304# 

Alabama •••••••• Hontgomery 436 
Alaska ••••••••• Anchorage 50 
Arizona •••••••• Phoenix 383 
Arkansas ••••••• Little Rock 280 
California ••••• Los Angeles 1,546 

San Diego 281 
San Francisco 1,172 

Colorado ••••••• Denver 401 
Connecticut •••• Hartford 413 
Delaware ••••••• Wilmington 77 
Dist. of Col ••• Washington 388 
Florida •••••••• St. Petersburg 1,392 

Georgia .••••••• Atlanta 632 
Hawaii ••••••••• Honolulu 99 
ldaho •••••••••• Boise 121 
Illinois ••••••• Chicago 1,348 
lndiana •••••••• Indianapolis 680 

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF VETERANS LIVING IN TIIE U.S. AND PUERTO RICO, 
BY REGIONAL OFFICE AND PERIOD OF SERVICE 

MARCH 31, 1983 

( In thousands) 

WAR VETERANS 

Vietnam Era Korean Conflict 

No Service No Service 
in in World World 

Total Total Korean Total World War War II War 

.Y !.! Conflict 2/ 3/ II 3/ I Total 

23,26811 8,227 ~ ~ 4,266 .!.!..z.!..!_Q_ 321 5,036 

353 128 113 90 71 165 4 83 
40 23 21 9 7 11 * 11 

316 120 105 73 53 154 5 66 
231 80 70 51 44 113 4 49 

1,276 463 420 311 238 603 15 270 
230 98 86 64 35 105 4 51 
965 361 326 236 175 451 13 207 

327 148 133 79 60 130 4 74 
343 103 98 79 65 175 5 71 

64 22 20 15 12 JI l 14 
316 131 114 86 56 143 3 72 

1,169 379 316 272 183 644 25 223 

511• 218 192 125 96 219 4 121 
80 35 30 21 16 33 l 19 
99 40 37 22 18 43 l 22 

1,109 358 346 238 207 540 15 239 
553 193 186 122 106 254 8 127 

PEACETIME VETERANS 

Service 
Between 

Post- Korean Other 
Vietnam Conflict and Peace-

Era Vietnam Era time 
4/ Only 5/ 

1,552 3,058 427 

29 46 8 
4 7 * 

24 38 5 

16 28 5 

80 164 26 
17 29 5 
63 124 20 

25 45 4 
18 47 6 

5 8 l 
24 42 6 
73 120 29 

42 68 II 
7 11 
7 14 

66 154 19 
40 78 9 



. 

lowa ••••••••••• Des Moines 354 295 102 98 64 57 134 6 59 17 37 4 
Kansas ••••••••• Wichita JOO 249 88 81 55 45 118 5 51 16 31 4 
Kentucky ••••••• Louisville 405 JJJ 117 110 73 62 157 5 72 22 43 7 
Louisiana •••••• New Orleans 453 366 141 129 81 64 169 4 87 JO 48 8 
Maine •••••••••• Togus 154 127 46 42 29 24 59 2 27 9 16 2 

Haryland ••••••• Baltimore 364 JOO 106 96 73 58 143 J 64 19 40 5 
Massachusetts •• Boston 651 541 157 148 120 99 285 9 110 31 71 8 
Hichigan ••••••• Detroit 1,117 913 322 312 192 170 419 11 204 62 126 16 
Hinnesota •••••• St. Paul 494 403 150 145 89 76 175 7 91 26 59 6 
Mississippi •••• Jackson 245 199 66 58 49 38 101 J 45 16 25 5 

Missouri ••••••• St. Louis 647 533 183 172 122 101 252 9 114 36 69 9 
Hontana •••••••• Ft. Harrison 108 88 34 JJ 18 15 39 1 20 6 13 1 
Nebraska ••••••• Lincoln 191 157 57 53 37 32 70 J 34 10 21 2 
Nevada ••••••••• Reno 142 116 46 40 JO 23 52 1 26 7 17 2 
New Hampshire •• Hanchester 138 113 43 39 26 21 51 2 24 8 16 1 

New Jersey ••••• Newark 925 765 213 202 173 147 406 10 160 39 106 15 
New Mexico ••••• Albuquerque 162 132 55 48 JI 24 59 I JO 12 16 2 
New York ••••••• Buffalo 512 420 125 122 90 79 213 6 92 27 57 8 

New York 1,439 1,190 321 311 253 223 638 18 249 69 155 25 
North Carolina.Winston-Salem 660 541 203 182 127 103 251 6 119 40 68 11 
North Dakota ••• Fargo 99 81 JO 29 17 16 34 2 18 5 12 

Ohio ••••••••••• Cleveland 1,385 1,136 380 365 239 207 549 14 249 77 153 19 
Oklahoma ••••••• Muskogee 397 328 127 115 76 57 151 5 69 22 41 6 
Oregon ••••••••• Portland 400 329 134 126 66 52 146 6 71 22 44 5 
Pennsylvania ••• Philadelphia 1,013 837 254 243 180 151 432 11 176 48 114 14 

Pittsburgh 608 506 143 137 104 90 273 6 102 27 66 9 
Puerto Rico •••• San Juan 6/ 127 103 37 35 37 34 33 1 24 11 12 

Rhode lsland ••• Providence 195 164 49 45 37 29 87 3 31 9 19 3 
South Carolina.Columbia 351 284 116 100 70 53 129 2 67 25 36 6 
South Dakota ••• Sioux Falls 80 66 22 21 16 14 29 2 14 5 9 1 
Tennessee •••••• Nashville 543 443 167 153 99 81 203 5 100 32 58 9 
Texas •••••••••• Houston 772 629 257 228 150 113 281 7 143 48 83 12 

Waco 952 775 318 285 179 131 350 9 177 61 101 15 



.. , .. 

Utah.,, •••••• ,.Salt Lake City 155 128 51 48 29 23 56 2 26 8 17 2 
Vermont •••••••• White River Jct. 64 52 19 18 12 10 23 l 13 4 8 1 
Virginia ••••••• Roanoke 522 432 173 146 112 85 197 4 90 29 53 8 
Washington •• ,,.Seattle 628 514 225 202 122 89 217 7 114 35 71 8 
West Virginia •• Huntington 217 179 63 59 37 31 86 3 38 11 23 4 
Wisconsin •••• ,,Milwaukee 574 464 162 157 101 89 210 8 110 30 73 7 
Wyoming ••••••• ,Cheyenne 67 55 26 25 11 10 20 1 12 4 8 • 

NOTE: Excluded are a small indeterminate number of National Guard personnel or reservists who incurred service-connected disabilities while on an 
initial tour of active duty for training only. Detail may not add to total shown due to rounding. 

1/ through~ Refer to footnotes j__/ through ::_I at the end of the table titled "Estimated Number of Veterans Living in the U.S. and Puerto Rico, by 
Age and Period of Service." 

6/ Includes veterans living in Puerto Rico only. 

I There are also 47 living Spanish-American War veterans. 

• Less than 0.5 (thousand). 

For additional information concerning veteran population statistics, contact: 

Mark S. Russell, M.A. 
Research Division (711) 
Statistical Policy and Research Service 

· Office of Reports and Statistics 
Veterans Administration 
810 Vermont Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20420 
Telephone: (202) 389-2625 



Revised Veteran Population Estimates By State 
March 1980 - March 1983 

( In thousands) -
STATE 1980 1981 1982 1983 - ---

Total (u.s. and Puerto Rico) 28,640 28,607 28,472 28,304 
u. S. Total 28,515 28,480 28,345 28, 1 77 

Alabama 432 435 436 436 
Alaska 55 53 51 50 
Arizona 370 375 379 383 -
Arkansas 267 269 270 270 
California 3,097 3,070 3,037 3,003 
Colorado 401 402 402 401 
Connecticut 423 421 417 413 
Delaware 79 78 78 77 
District of Columbia 72 69 67 65 
Florida 1,352 1,366 1,378 1,392 
Georgia 629 631 632 632 ---Hawaii 104 102 100 99 
Idaho 119 1 20 121 1 21 --Illinois 1 , 391 1,381 1,366 1,348 
Indiana 686 687 684 680 
Iowa 359 359 357 354 
Kansas 305 304 302 300 --
Kentucky 407 408 406 405 
Louisiana 456 456 454 453 -
Maine 153 154 154 154 

I--

_Maryland 561 556 550 544 
Massachusetts 747 740 730 720 
Michi_gan 1 , 1 34 1,134 1 , 1 27 1 , 117 
Minnesota 530 531 528 525 
Mississippi 246 246 246 245 
Missouri 650 652 650 647 
Montana 109 109 108 108 
Nebraska 194 194 192 1 91 
Nevada 1 31 133 135 137 
Ne~- Hampshire 134 136 137 138 
New Jersey 951 944 935 925 
New Mexico 161 161 162 162 
New York 2,048 2.! 021 1,987 1,951 
North Carolina 665 665 662 660 
North Dakota 72 71 70 69 --
Ohio 1,406 1, 4Q..5 1,397 1,385 -
Oklahoma 397 398 398 397 ---- -Oregon 390 395 398 400 
Pennsylvania_ 1,618 1,616 - 1,606 1,593 
Rhode Island 130 129 128 126 - -
South Carolina 352 352 351 351 -
South Dakota 82 81 81 80 --Tennessee 536 540 542 543 
Texas 1,716 1,725 1,730 1,732 - Utah 153 154 155 155 
Vermont 63 64 64 64 -_vi r.9i ni a 682 677 670 664 --Washj.E_gton 617 622 626 628 
West Virgi!_l_:!a 243 244 244 243 --Wisconsin 576 578 577 574 ---
Wyoming 65 66 67 67 --

Puerto Rico 1 26 127 127 127 -----
Note: Detail may not a dd to total shown due to rounding. 
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A~- is...._s · me background info on the DoD 
1etnam Veteran Unknown Soldier Project. 

Brigadier General James E. Thompson, USA , 
is the main contact on this effort. He can be 
contacted at the Pentagon at 695-3310/0526. 

FROM 
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