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advisory committee, remarked to VA Chief Benefits Director Dorothy Starbuck
that there were a number of women among 90,000 American former prisoners
of war.

Through an intensive outreach effort by VA benefits counselors, more
than 60 were found to be alive. When preparations were made for the
National POW/MIA Recognition Day, April 8, the women were invited to
participate in Washington ceremonies. Thirty-one agreed to come.

In a letter to each of the women, Miss Starbuck said:

"T want to tell you how very delighted we are that you have
accepted the invitation to join us in Washinaton for the observance of
POW/MIA Day. A rather busy schedule has been planned for you...."

That sct ule includes for April 7, the arrival time of each -- at
Union Station, Dulles and National Ai ort -- and a reception that evening
at the Bolling AFB Officers Club sponsored by the chiefs of nursing
organizations, military as well as VA and Red Cross.

On Friday April 8, they will " quests of Assistant Secretary of
Defense Lawrence J. Korb at a Pentagon reception. At 11 a.m., they will
join in a Riverfront ceremony in observance of POW/MIA Day. They will be
luncheon guests of Administrator of Veterans Affairs Harry N. Walters in
the general officers dining room.

A White House reception in the Indian Treaty Room of the Executive
Office Building is scheduled for 3 p.m. After a brief respite at their

~ 1" 1., they will be re« 1 at the Na* »>nal Heac
of the Disabled American Veterans, 807 Maine Avenue, S.W., by Congressional
and government leaders. Each will receive a flag that has been flown over
the Capitol from Congressman John Paul Hammerschmidt (R-Arkansas) and
special medallions presented by DAV.

-more-



-3-

VA's Department of Medicine and Surgery will host them on Apy 1 9
for a tour of Arlington Cemetery and other points of Washington and a
Juncheon at the Sheraton Washington Hotel. Saturday evening they will be
guests of the American Veterans of World War II, Korea and Vietnam (AMVETS)
at its Silver Helmet Awards Banquet at the Baltimore Hilton.

Most will depart on April 10, after recording interviews for the
A1 ' Nurse historian,

The events are considered an outstanding exa le of inter-government
cooperation by all of the planners involved. Army Assistant Chief, Nurse
Col. Connie L. Slewitzkey has rallied the support of the Pentagon and her
counterparts in the mili- 'y nursing :rvices. VA director of volunteers,
Ed Rose, has organized the help of service organizations. Hundreds of VA
employees throughout the country '~ e joined with veterans organizations

)d business groups to pay transportation costs. Volunteer assistance has
been offered by Army, Navy, Air Force, the Red Cross and do. 1s of VA
ployees. Volunteers of the Park Police will provide escort for t
buses transporting the group to the various activities.

One member of the group, Madeline M. Ullom, of Tucson, Arizona,
returns home with an appointment ceftificate as the only female member of
VA's Prisoners of War Advisory Committee. The 16-member group, which meets
quarterly with VA officials is chaired by retired Air Force Lt. Gen. John

P. Flynn, a POW in North Vietnam for 5-1/2 years.

Contact: Stratton M. Appleman
(202) 389-2741



Office of the Washington DC 20420

Adn istrator
of Veterans Affairs

\ A \" erans
= Administration

March 23, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR: . Edwin Meese, III
Counsellor to the
President

The White House

FROM: Veterans Administration

SUBJECT: Veterans Administration
Highlights

1. The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States on

March 14, 1983, conditionally endorsed the President's
proposal to send increased military and economic aid to

El Salvador. National Comn 1der-in-Chief, James R. Currieo,
said, "while we agree in praincipal (sic) with the increase...
we feel the final solution must come through diplomatic
initiatives and dialogue."

2. At their request, representatives of the National
Unemployed Network met with on March 15, 1983, at the
Veterans Administration Central Office. Representatives

from five states presented a letter to the VA's Chief
Benefits Director, demanding that the VA"

a. 1intercede with mortgage lenders on

behalf of homeowners and advocate reduced
payment plans not to exceed 35% of homeowners
net income including utilities;

b. refund the mortgage if reduced payment
plan not agreed upon and if veteran is in-
arrears through no fault of his own;

c. actively notify VA mortgagors of available
assistance programs;

d. notify all offi by dir iy that i
is now accepted procedure for assistance to
troubled homeowners with VA loans.



3. Unde the authority of P.L. ¢ 166 and OMB Bulletin 8. 17,

the VA Associate Deputy General Counsel has been designated as

the Agency Debt Collection officer. He will oversee the identifying
and resolution of issues relating to collection of some $900,000,000
in approximately 1,3600,000 accounts receivable. This has
accumulated over the years and its resolution represents a

priority item with the Administrator.

4. A VA approved survey guestionnaire and supporting statement
has been sent to OMB for approval. To be conducted by Lou Harris
and Associates under VA contract, the survey would gather

current social, economic and th status data from non-
institutionalized veterans ac 5 and over. It would also
show their utilization of VA lities and benefits. 1If

OMB clearance 1is received by the first week in May, the

schedule calls for data collection between May 23 and August 18,
1983. After analysis, a final >ort would be released in
mid-November.

5. Over 50,000 copies of two sizes of a poster commemorating
POW/MIA Recognition Day, April 9, have been distributed
nationwide. All VA facilities, veterans' service organizations,
Congressional offices and selected federal and state agencies
have received them. Also the de ign and : »>ropriate copy for

a POW/MIA television slide is being dev loped for placement
with all U.S. TV stations.

6. Plans aré underway for a series of meetings and presentations
for funeral directors, veterans' service groups, civic leaders
and media reporters, prior to the dedication on May 15, 1983,

of the new Quantico Cemetery. It will open for internments

on May 16, 1983.

7. The 1980 Prisoners of War (POW) System, which provided
profiles on repatriated prisor s is I Lng reactivated and
enhanced in thre steps to provide recurring POW veteran

information.

8. The VA is currently reviewing all programs, policies,
regulations and initiatives relating to the employment of
veterans. This review includes:

a. all internal programs at the VA having
ir L

ad
veterans who complete educational programs
under vocational rehabilitation.












THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Oct(  =2r 8, 1982

1ORANDUM FOR MORTMN C. BLACKWELL
FROM: CAROLYN B. SUND¢ TH
SUB. °T: Calls from Veterans Re A¢ inistrator

Our phones lit up like a Christmas tree this morning
as numerous individuals called in, mostly connected
with V. A. medicine (Like the Director of V. A.

Mec :al Services), concerning Mr. Nimmo's res: 1ation.
They called in an obviously orchestrated effort to
accomplish two things:

1. Have Nimmo leave imme Lately - no lame duck
period and make it possible to have a new
administrator before budget time next year.

2. Recommend Chuck Hagel for the job.

Also son v :e1 or¢ nizatior , such ¢ Milif ;
Order of Purple Heart, who did not want > spe« /
whom should be appointed called to urge the early .
departure of the resigned Nimmo and a replacement
before budget planning time.

As an example of the volume of calls, I received 15

in a 20 minute period. Most did not want to leave the
names but wanted to go on record ¢ making tl
recommendation.









1E WHIT_ HOUSE

WASHINGTON
June 13, "17283

b__IORANDUM TO: James Coyne

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell .’

SUBJECT: Flag Day

I received a telephone call today from VA Administrator
Harry Walters' office. He would like to attend the South
Lawn ¢ thering to which you have so kindly invited some
Veteran leaders.

I would opreciate your contacting his office at
389-3775.

MCB: jet
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Includes those who served ' between World War I and World wWar II, and those who served only between World War II and the Korean conflict.
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There are also 47 living iish-American War veterans whose median age is 102 years.

Less than 0.5 (thousand).
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Utah...eeeesss.Salt Lake C: 155 128 51 48 29 23 56

2 26 8 17 2
rmont........White River . 64 52 19 18 12 10 23 1 13 4 8 1
Virginia.......Roanoke 522 432 173 146 112 85 197 4 90 29 53 8
Washington.....Seattle 628 514 225 202 122 89 217 7 114 35 71 8
West Virginia..Huntingt: 217 179 63 59 37 31 86 3 38 11 23 4
Wisconsin......Milwaukee 574 464 162 157 101 89 210 8 110 30 73 7
Wyoming...«..s.Cheyenne 67 55 26 25 11 10 20 1 12 4 8 *
} E: Excluded are a small determinate number of National Guard personnel or reservists who incurred service-connected disabilities whilé on an
initial tour of act: duty for training only. Detall may not add to total shown due to rounding.

1/ through 5/ Refer to foo es 1/ through 5/ at the end of the table titled "Estimated Number of Veterans Living in the U.S. and Puerto Rico, by
Age and Period of Service.”

6/ Includes veterans liv Puerto Rico only.
# There are also 47 living anish-American War veterans.

* Less than 0.5 (thousar .

For additional information concerning veteran population statistics, contact:

Mark S. Russell, M.A.

Research Division (711)

Statistical Policy and Research Service
"Office of Reports and Statistics
Veterans Administration

810 Vermont Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20420

Telephone: (202) 389-2625
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