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VFW 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, WASHINGTON OFFICE 

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mort: 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES 

October 26, 1981 

Phelps Jones called on Senator Quentin Burdick's office this morning re AWACs. 

(As you know, Burdick will see the President, Vice President, and Under 
Secretary Jim Buckley before the day is over.) 

We made the following principal points to Joan Timoney who is handli_ng AWACs 
for the Senator: 

1. while the merits of the case are close, denying the President this bi­
partisan initiative would saw him off at the knee.s; 

2. VFW supporting AWACs because we think it is the right thing to do; no 
' "payoff'' of any kind for us; 

3. we will, of course, inform the 14 , 000 members of the VFW in North Dakota 
of how both Senators Burdick and Andrews vote. 

Miss Timoney said while the Senator is still "leaning against" AWACs, she will 
pass along to him this expression of concern from the VFW National Commander 
before the close of business today. 

She had earlier told Senator Burdick of Art Fellwock's September 23rd and 
October 6th public statements. Thought there was "good possibility" that 
the Senator might wind up supporting the President. 

C~all~, 

(!--r~ 
/ 

COOPER T. HOLT 
Executive Director 

V.F.W . MEi'.10RIAL BUILDING O 200 MARYLAND AVENU E , N.E. 0 WASHI NGTON , D .C. 20002 
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WOODY JENKINS/Commentary 

Reagan Makes Solid Case 
For AWACS Sale to Saudis 

WASHINGTON - President Reagan 
has run into a great deal of Congres­
sional opposition to his proposed sale of 
five Airborne Warning and Control Sys­
tems (A WACS) aircraft to Saudi Arabia. 

But, on the merits , Reagan's plan is 
not only in the interest of the United States 
and Saudi Arabia, it is also in the interest 
of Israel - the source of opposition to the 
sale. 

It was only a few days ago that Iranian 
Air Force jets crossed the Persian Gulf 
and heavily bombed key oil refineries in 
Kuwait, destroying facilities that help 
supply America's energy needs . 

Saudi Arabian refineries are just as 
vulnerable to attack, located as they are, 
just 20 minutes flying time from air bases 
across the Gulf in Iraq and Iran. 

Saudi Arabia , of course, produces 
60 per cent of the oil in the Mideast and 
is America's most dependable supplier 
of oil. Moreover, Saudi Arabia is the 
most powerful friend America has in the 
region - the only moderate Arab state 
with the influence and prestige to counter­
balance madmen such as the Ayatollah 
Khomeini of Iran and Col. Muammar 
el-Qaddafi of Libya. 

In fact , the Saudis are more conserva­
tive than we are in some ways . Even 
today they refuse to have diplomatic 
relations with the Soviet Union, China, 
Cuba, or any other Communist govern­
ment. 

The vulnerability of Saudi oil refineries 
and o ilfie lds to air attack from its radical 
neighbors is the reason they and we badly 
need the A WACS protecting Saudi 
territory. 

But isn't it true that the A WACS are 
offensive weapons which can be used 
against our ally, Israel? 

No, the fact is that the A WACS are 
not offensive weapons. Nor are they 
defensive weapons! 

AWACS are not weapons at all. 
Quite, simply, an A WACS is a Boeing 

707 aircraft with a radar on top of it . Its 
sole purpose is to elevate a radar off 
ground level in order to allow the radar 

They cannot jam other radars . And, of 
course, they are unarmed . 

In no sense are they a threat to Israel. 
In fact, just the contrary is true . Under 

the Reagan agreements, American per­
sonnel will be flying the A WACS for the 
near future. Only after 1990 would Saudi 
crews have control of the aircraft, and 
even then American maintenance per­
sonnel would be absolutely essential to 
keep them flying . 

Saudi Arabia produces 60 per cent of the oil in the Mideast 
and is America's most dependable supplier. Yet, their 
refineries are vulnerable to air attack, located 20 minutes 
from bases in Iraq and Iran. 

to ••see'' hostile aircraft at a much greater 
distance . 

At ground level, a radar can detect 
approaching aircraft only about 25 miles 
away . But on a Boeing 707 flying at 
30,000 feet, a radar can see them 210 
miles away. Jet aircraft can travel 25 
miles in about two minutes-not enough 
warning time for defensive aircraft to 
get in the air. But 210 miles flying time 
is about 15 minutes- enough time for 
the Saudis to get their fighters in the air 
to defend their oil refineries . 
. AWACS do nothing else . They cannot 

detect troops or tanks on the ground . 
They do not take aerial photographs . 

Continued close cooperation between 
Saudi and American military personnel 
and our respective governments is clearly 
in the best interest of Israel. If the Saudis 
are forced to turn to others for the sophis­
ticated hardware necessary to defend 
themselves against attack from radical 
Arab states, Israel will find itself in a 
precarious position . 

Israel's chief ally. America, will no 
longer have much influence with its most 
powerful Arab neighbor, Saudi Arabia . 

Better for America to keep the friend­
ship of both Israel and Saudi Arabia . 
Better for them. And better for us . 

Copyright I 981 by Woody Jenk ins. Send column ideas to Rep . Louis (Woody) Jenkins . 732 Nonh Boulevard . 
Baton Rouge. La . 70802 . 



MYLIO 5. KRAJA 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
THE AMERICAN LEGION 

WAS~INGTON OFFICE 

1 202 861 2711 

1608 K STREET, N . W . 

WASHINGTON. D . C. 20006 

Deliver to each Member of the U. S. Senate 
Charge to Account# CWA 054661 

THE AMERICAN LEGION STRONGLY URGES YOUR SUPPORT OF THE PROPOSED SALE 

OF AWACS TO SAUDI ARABIA FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS: AWACS ARE N □ rl OFFENSIVE 

RADAR PLANES POSING NO THREAT TO ISREAL, AWACS EQUIPMENT TO BE SOLD HAS rlO 

INTELLIGENCE GATHERING CAPABILITY COMPARABLE TO SIMILAR FRENCH OR BRITISH 

EQUIPMEN~AND IT IS IN THE U.S. NATIONAL INTEREST TO SECURE SAUJI OIL FIELDS 

AGAINST POSSIBLE ATTACK. 

WE BELIEVE THE PRESIDENT SHOULD BE FREE TO EXERCISE HIS CONSTITUTIONAL 

AUTHORITY IN THE MAKING OF FOREIGN POLICY. 

JACK \·J. FLYNT 
NATIONAL COMMANDER 
THE AMERICAN LEGION 



VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES 

NATIONAL SECURITY AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Office of Dire ctor 

October 19, 1981 

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Public Liaison 
TI1e White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Morton: 

Brief update on our AWACs effort stemming from the October 6th meeting in 
the Family TI1eater: 

Below groups tell me they will support: 

1. VFW (of course) 
2. American Legion (Finally!) 
3. Air Force Association 
4. National Association of Uniformed Services 
5. Non-Commissioned Officers Association 
6. Marine Corps League 
7. Marine Corps Reserve Officers' Association 
8. Reserve Officers Association 
9. Military Order of World Wars 

10. AMVETS 
11. American Security Council 
12. Association of Naval Aviators, Inc. 

Possibles: 

1. Association of the U. S. Army (now meeting at Sheraton Wa shington) 
2. Legion of Valor (DSC & MOH winners) · 

(Maj. Jim Doughtie, 421 Bel Pre Road, Rockville, Maryl and 20853 
Recorunend a Blackwell call here.) 

The balance of th e attendees either turned me down or are still waffling . 

Organizations for AWACs will sign a common message to each Senator, message 
attached , and thi s common message will be the subject of a "Dear Coll eague" 
by Baker or Tower dra,ving attention to support for President. · 

V.F.W. MEMOR IAL BUILDING • 200 MARYLAND AVENUE, N. E. WASHINGTON , D. C. 20002 



TO: EACH MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE 
97111 CONGRESS 

SUBJECT: TiiE AWACs SALE 

We. the undersigned leaders of non-governmental organizations, urge 

each United States Senator to cast an affirmative vote when the AWACs 

"package" sale comes before the full Senate. 

We are convinced for differing, yet compelling, reasons that this sale 

is in the wide national security interests of the United States. 

We note that, if the Senate turns dow-n the President's proposal, the 

Saudis will purchase an airborne radar package elsewhere. We further note 

that such an "elsewhere" purchase would diminish both our long term security 

and economic interests. We would be effectively "side-lined," watching 

events over which we had no control. 

Finally, we note the ungrudging bipartisan support for the AWACs sale by 

all three living ex-Presidents, all six living ex-Secretaries of Defense, 

all five living ex-Presidential National Security advisors, two former 

, Secretaries of State, and all three living former Chairmen of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff. 

Few votes you will ever cast as a U.S. Senator will be so irreversibly 

sign.ifican·t. 

We call upon you to cast a vote supporting the President of the 

United States. 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

I 

I 
I 
\ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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COUNCIL FOR NATIONAL POLICY 

October 12, 1981 

Honorable Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Morton: 

It was a pleasure to attend the fine briefing 
which you arranged at the White House on the proposed 
sale of AWACS to Saudi Arabia. 

The presentation was quite convi ncing, and I 
moved from the 11 undecided" camp to the 11 for" side. 

As a result, I have written the enclosed 
column, which will appear in 40 newspapers this week 
in Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi and Alabama. It 
reaches about 1 million readers . . 

If I may be of further assistance, please let 
me know. 

With appreciation and kindest regards, I remain 

Sincerely, 

P. S. You have my permission 
article as you see fit. 

enclosed 

ONE AMERICA N PLACE • SU ITE 1023 • BATON RO U GE. LOUISIANA 70825 • (504) 38 1·92 71 
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WOODY JENKINS/Commentary 
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WASHINGTON - President Reagan 

has run into a great deal of Congres­
sional opposition to his proposed sale of 
five Airborne Warning and Control Sys­
tems (AW ACS) aircraft to Saudi Arabia. 

But, on the merits, Reagan's plan is 
not only in the interest of the United States 
and Saudi Arabia, it is also in the interest 
of Israel - the source of opposition to the 
sale. 

It was only a few days ago that Iranian 
Air Force jets crossed the Persian Gulf 
and heavily bombed key oil refineries in 
Kuwait, destroying facilities that help 
supply America's energy needs. 

Saudi Arabian refineries are just as 
vulnerable to attack, located as they are, 
just 20 minutes flying time from air bases 
across the Gulf in Iraq and Iran. 

Saudi Arabia, of course, produces 
60 per cent of the oil in the Mideast and 
is America's most dependable supplier 
of oil. Moreover, Saudi Arabia is the 
most powerful friend America has in the 
region - the only moderate Arab state 
with the influence and prestige to counter­
balance madmen such as the Ayatollah 
Khomeini of Iran and Col. Muammar 
el -Qaddafi of Libya. 

In fact, the Saudis are more conserva­
tive than we are in some ways . Even 
today they refuse to have diplomatic 
relations with the Soviet Union, China, 
Cuba, or any other Communist govern­
ment. 

The vulnerability of Saudi oil refineries 
and oilfields to air attack from its radical 
neighbors is the reason they and we badly 
need the A WACS protecting Saudi 
territory . 

But isn't it true that the AWACS are 
offensive weapons which can be used 
against our ally, Israel? 

No, the fact is that the AWACS are 
not offensive weapons. Nor are they 
defensive weapons! 

A WACS are not weapons at all. 
Quite, simply, an AWACS is a Boeing 

707 aircraft with a radar on top of it. Its 
sole purpose is to elevate a radar off 
ground level in order to allow the radar 

Case 

They cannot jam other radars . And, of 
course, they are unarmed. 

In no sense are they a threat to Israel. 
In fact, just the contrary is true . Under 

the Reagan agreements, American per­
sonnel will be flying the A WACS for the 
near future . Only after 1990 would Saudi 
crews have control of the aircraft, and 
even then American maintenance per­
sonnel would be absolutely essential to 
keep them flying . 

Saudi Arabia produces 60 per cent of the oil in the Mideast 
and is America's most dependable supplier. Yet, their 
refineries are vulnerable to air attack, located 20 minutes 
from bases in Iraq and Iran. 

to ''see•• hostile aircraft at a much greater 
distance. 

At ground level, a radar can detect 
approaching aircraft only about 25 miles 
away. But on a Boeing 707 flying at 
30,000 fee t. a radar can see them 210 
miles away . Jet aircraft can travel 25 
miles in about two minutes-not enough 
warning time for defensive aircraft to 
get in the air. But 210 miles flying time 
is about 15 minutes-enough time for 
the Saudis to get their fighters in the air 
to defend their oil refineries. 

. A WACS do nothing else . They cannot 
detect troops or tanks on the ground. 
They do not take aerial photographs . 

Continued close cooperation between 
Saudi and American military personnel 
and our respective governments is clearly 
in the best interest of Israel. If the Saudis 
are forced to tum to others for the soph is­
ticated hardware necessary to defend 
themselves against attack from radical 
Arab states , Israel will find itsel f in a 
precarious position. 

Israel's chief ally . America . will no 
longer have much influence with its most 
powerful Arab neighbor. Saudi Arabia . 

Better for America to keep the friend ­
ship of both Israel and Saudi Arabia . 
Better for them. And better for us . 

Copy right 1981 by Woody Jenkins. Send column ideas to Rep. Louis (Woody) Jenkins. 732 Nor1h Bou k vard . 
Baton Rouge . La. 70802 . 
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AWACs BRIEFING: October 6, 1981 

Association of U.S. Army 
2425 Wilson Blvd. 

Col Erik Johnson 

Arlington, VA 22201 
841-4300 

Legion of Valor of U.S.A. 
621 South Taylor Stl 

BG Robert Gaynor; Maj. James Doughtie 

Arlington, VA 22204 
892-5984 

Air Force Association Lt. Gen. A.B. Anderson; Col. Ben Catlin 
1750 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
637-3300 

Fleet Reserve Association 
1303 New Hampshire Ave. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
785-2768 

Robert Nolan 

Paralyzed Veterans of America 
4350 East-West Highway Suite 900 

Doug Volmer; Jim Mayer 

Washington, D.C. 20014 
652-2135 

American Legion G. Michael Schlee 
1608 K. St. N.W. 
Washington, - D.C. 20006 
861-2·711 

National Guard Association 
1 Massachusetts Ave. NW 

Merle F. Allen 

Washingt6n, D.C. 20001 
789-0031 

National Association for Uniformed Services 
5535 Hempstead Way 
Box 1406 
Springfield, VA 22151 
750-1342 

Non-Commissioned Officers Association 
110 Maryland Ave. N.E. Box 143 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
543-2239 

Lt. Gen. Oren 
Hurlbut 

Richard Johnson; 
Mack McKinney 

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
200 Maryland Ave. N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
543-2239 

Col. Phelps Jones 

Marine Corps League 
933 North Kenmore St. 
Arlington , VA 22201 
524-1137 

Cy Kammeier 



AWACS Briefing: Page# 2. 

Retired Officers Association 
201 North Washington ST. 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
549-2311 

Vice-Admiral Charles Minter 

Marine Corps Reserve 
1 Constitution Ave. 
Washington, D.C. 
543-0100 

Officers Association 
N.E. 

Col. Robert Talbert 

20002 

✓Reserve Officers Association 
First and Constitution · 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
479-2200 

I Military Order of the World Wars 
1100 17th St. N.W. Suite 1000 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
296-3923 

Disabled American Veterans 
807 Maine Ave. S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20024 
554-3501 

Gen. J. Milnor Roberts; 
Gen. Evan Hultman 

Gen. C.M. Talbott; 
Robert Kales 

Sherman Roodzant 

/

AMVETS Donald Russell; Gabriel Brinsky 

I 

4657 Forbes Blvd. 
Lanham, MD 20801 
459-9600 

Blinded Veterans Association 
1735 De Sales St. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
347-4010 

Naval Reserve Association 
110 N. Royal St. Suite 307 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
548-5800 

Air Force 
P.O. Box 
Washington, 
899-3500 

Sergeants Association 
31050 

D.C. 20031 

Navy League of U.S. 
818 18th St. N.W.' 
WAshington, D.C. 20006 
298-9282 

Jewish War Veterans 
1712 New Hampshire Ave. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 
265-6280 

Ellsworth Sharpe 

Phillip Smith 

Donald Harlow 

Vincent Thomas 

Mark Goldman 



AWACS Briefing: Page# 3. 

Army and Navy Union Albert C. Allen 
25 Mississippi Ave. S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20032 
245-6039 

Joint Baltic American National Comm. Jaan Eli as 
P.O. Box 432 
Rockville, MD 20850 
340-1954 

✓ Council for Inter American 
305 Fourth St. N.E. 

Security Roger Reed 

I 

I 

Washington, D.C. 20002 
543-6622 

Lovers of Israel 
P.O. Box 686 
Bedford, TX 76021 

American Security Council 
499 S. Capitol St. S.W. 
Washi ngton, D.C. 20003 
825-1776 

Heritage Foundation 
513 C. St. N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
546-4400 

Association of Naval Aviation 
5202 Leesburg Pike Suite 200 
Falls Church, VA 22041 
998-7733 

Council on National Policy 
P.O. Box 52889 
Ba ton Rouge, LA 70805 

Stanford Research Institute 
7005 Radnor Rd. 
Bethesda, MD 
229-8469 

20034 

American Logistics Association 
5205 Leesburg Pike Suite 1213 
Falls Church, VA 22041 
998-5400 

Mike Evans 

Rick Sellers; Anthony Makris; 
Philip Cox 

Jeff Gayner 

Admiral Mark Hill 

Woody Jenkins 

Brig. Gen. Albion Knight 

William Lazarus 



AWACs Briefing: Page# 4. 

Religious Roundtable 
1500 Wilson Blvd. 
Arlington, VA 
525-3795 

Suite 502 
22209 

The Conservative Caucus 
7777 Leesburg Pike 
Falls Church, VA 22043 
893-1550 

Ed McAteer; 

Charles F; Fitzgerald 

Howard Phillips; Andy Messing 

Noreen Barr 

I 
The Eagle Forum 
316 Pennsylvania 
Washington, D.C. 
543-0353 

Ave. S.W. 
20003 

Suite 203 

I National Defense Council 
5840 Cameron Run Terrace 
Alexandria, VA 22303 
765-1815 

The Viguerie Company 
7777 Leesburg Pike 
Falls Church, VA 22043 
356-0440 

The Congressional Club 
311 First St. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Veterans Administration 
Washington, D.C. 

389-5428 

# 319 
Cary Steadman 

Richard Viguerie 

Susan Stacy; Brad Stone 

Designate - Deputy Administrato 
Charles T. Hag~l 
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED LEADERS OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
OR GANIZATIONS, URGE EACH UNITED STATES SENATOR TO VOTE IN 
FAV OR ?f THE AWACS I PACKAGE I SALE, . 

WE i RE CON~INCED FOR .DIFFERING, YET CO~PELL!NG, REASONS 
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SEC RETARIES OF STATE, AND A.LL THREE LIVING FORMER CHAIRMl;N 
Of THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF, 
FE " VOTES You ~ILL EVER CAST AS. A u.s. SENATOR ~ILL 
aE SO IRREVtRSIBLY SIGNIFICANT. 

hE C~LL UPON YOU TO CAST A VOTE SUPPORTING THE PKESIDENT 
OF TH E UNITED STATES, 
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MR W L GLEESON PRESIDENT 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 30, 1981 

Dear Cooper: 

I want to personally add my thanks to those 
of the President, which I understand are en route 
to you. 

Your efforts in behalf ot the AWACS sale 
were a key element in convincing a majority of 
the Senate to support this decision of the 
President. 

In addition to an obvio~sly effective 
lobbying presence, you provided very useful 
information which helped direct the President's 
actjons as he worked with undecided Senators. 

Again, let me thank-you for the excellent 
V.F.W. effort on behalf of the President. 

Cordially, 

-·~? 
,: /~~(>-,-~ -
Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 

Mr. Cooper Holt 
Executive Director 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
200 Maryland Avenue N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

October 30, 1981 

Dear James: 

We only spoke once about the AWACS sale, but I 
heard echoes of that conversation at a very critical 
time. 

On the day that Senator Jepsen announced his 
decision to support the President on the AWACS sale, 
my wife and I had dinner with Senator and Mrs. Jepsen. 
Dee Jepsen mentioned repeatedly the strong and useful 
advice which you gave to the Senator through her as · an 
important factor in his decision. Your most persuasive 
point was that one can be a very strong friend of Israel 
(as you and the Jepsens and I are), and still conclude 
that is is in the best interest of Israel, on some 
occasions, to disagree with a policy decision of the 
Israeli government. 

I am convinced that the forces of freedom through 
out the world would have been severely weakened if 
the President had lost this battle in the Senate. 
Senator Jepsen's decision was the central reason why 
we won. Thus, your unsung role in this matter may have 
been a key to influencing major world events. 

Cordially, 

Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 

Reverend James Robison 
Evangelistic Association 
P.O. Box 18489 
Fort Worth, Texas 78118 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 30, 1981 

Dear General Roberts: 

I know that the President is going to thank you 
personally for your magnificent assistance in obtaining 
our badly needed victory on AWACS. But I want to 
add my sincere thanks as well. 

There is absolutely no doubt in my mind that 
the leadership of the ROA in this battle was critical 
to our success. Your leadership brought over to us 
the support of virtually the entire range of politically 
effective veterans and service related organizations. 

Too often such efforts go unsung. I want you to 
know that many here at the White House are singing 
ourselves hoarse in praise of your achievements. 

You know how to get things done. Your work with 
ROA Iowans close to Senator Jepsen and Senator Grassley 
was unquestionably a key element in their decisions. 
The decision of these two fine Iowa Senators was clearly 
what broke the back of the opposition. 

A defeat for the President in this matter would have· 
damaged the forces of freedom around the world. In years 
to come, we may look back on your success in this effort 
as a key factor in influencing world events. 

Cordially, 

Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 

General J. Milnor Roberts 
Reserve Officers Association 
First and Constitution Avenues N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 




