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VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, WASHINGTON OFFICE

October 26, 1981

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

The White House

Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mort:
Phelps Jones called on Senator Quentin Burdick's office this morning re AWACs.

(As you know, Burdick will see the President, Vice President, and Under
Secretary Jim Buckley before the day is over.)

We made the following principal points to Joan Timoney who is handling AWACs
for the Senator: '

1. wl .e the merits of the case are close, denying the President this bi-
partisan initiative would saw him off at the knees;

2. VFW supporting AWACs because we think it is the right thing to do; no
"payoff" of any kind for us;

3. we will, of course, inform the 14,000 members of the VFW in North Dakota
of how both Senators Burdick and Andrews vote.

Miss Timoney said while the Senator is still "leaning against'" AWACs, she will
pass along to him this expression of concern from the VFW National Commander
before the close of business today.

She had earlier told Senator Burdick of Art Fellwock's September 23rd and
October 6th public statements. Thought there was '"good possibility'' that
the Scnator might wind up supporting the President.

Cordially,
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COOPER T. HOLT

Executive Director
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MyLio S. KRAJA

1202 861 2711
1608 K STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20006
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