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Dear Phelps: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 30, 1983 

I was sorry to learn you were at \IJa lter Reed and mea.nt to drop you a note 
before now . I know you understand how very busy people can sometimes 
neglect the most important things--such as writing to thank someone for 
all their efforts. 

Phelps, the article on Central America in the recent iss ue of the VFW 
Magazine i s excellent. It is precisely the type of informa tion we need 
to get out and thereby gain the support we are hoping to generate by 
our outreach efforts. I would be interested in hearing from you as 
to your membership's reaction to the article. 

I know you may not be up to the effort right now, but when you feel 
better, I wou~d be grateful for your advice as to what you think we 
should be doing in regard to the Central American questi on and our 
outreach efforts. From our vantage point~ it is often di ffi cult to 
assess how we are perceived on the outside . I would like very much to 
have your input regarding what you think we are doing that is on track, 
and what we are doing that you believe could be more effective if done 
i n a different way. 

Phelps , I want you to know how much President Reagan--and all of us who 
have the privilege of serving in the White House--apprec iate all that 
you have done. People such as yourself do make a difference! Take care 
of yourself , and I. hope to hear from yo~soon. 

Kind regards . 

Sincerely, 

Faith Ryan Whittlesey 
Assistant to the President for 
Public Liaison 

Co l onel Frank Phelps Jones, USAF (Ret.) 
2347 SW Rolfe Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 



.<J¥ETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED ST ATES 

~ ' 
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 

TO: COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

FROM: JAMES R. CURRIEO, NATIONAL COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE VNITED STATES 

DATE: 17 MAY 1983 

SUBJECT: SUPPORT FOR THE M-X PEACEKEEPER 

MAY I 8 1983 

I strongly ~rge your support for the M-X Peacekeeper in the vote scheduled for 
today in the Committee on Appropriations. 

Needed modernization of the land-based ICBM is now clearly linked to both strategic 
stability and practical arms reduction prospects. 

This vote on the M-X will make a statement, one way or the other, about American 
will, constancy an4 leadership that cannot be explained or rationalized away in 
terms of dom~stic politics. 

On behalf of nearly two million of your fellow Ameri cans in the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States, I again urge you to stand with the President 
and vote to support the M-X. 

Please advise. 

Most cordially, 

c.~~ 
National Commander-in-Chief 

* WASHINGTON OFFICE * 
,.. ... nn - .&-nT:I _. --~-,..,,.,..•AO nnon 



TO: 
FROM: 

RE: 

\ 
I 
I I _£Jg-

. ~uit!~p.~ah~ . 

Miami, Florida, 1 November 1983 

All Concerned 
Commander, V.F.W. Post 10212 
Certification of Credentials 

To all concerned, please let it be known that the bearer of this 
letter, OFFICER FELIX I. RODRIGUEZ, an honorable war veteran and 
member of our V.F.W. "Jose Marti" Post 10212 in Miami, Florida, 
is hereby authorized to act and fully represent our Post in our 
best interest in whatever capacity and/or business that may come 
before him. 
For and on behalf of the Officers and members of Post 10212, 

Respectfully remains, 

) 

Attested by: R::ea~::3 
Joseph J. Martory 

/ Commander 
V.F.W. Post 10212 

Chairman, Humanitarian/ 
Truth Fund for Nicaraguan 
"Freedom Fighters" Committee 
V.F.W. Post 10212 

cc. Roberto M. Molleda, P.P.Cmdr. 
Adjutant, V.F.W. Post 10212 
Post File 

Mailing address: V.F.W. Post 10212, P.O. Box 558125, Miami, FL., 3155 
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VETERANS OF F<Yt{'EIGN WARS OF TH~VNITED STATES 

THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 

Joseph J. Hartory, Commander 
VFW Post 10212 
3521 S.W. 88th Court 
Miami, Florida 33165 

Dear Commander Hartory: 

September 28, 1983 

Thank you for your letter of September 16 concerning your support of 
the Nicaraguan "Freedom Fighters ... -

1 appreciate your offer to act as the conduit for the fund raising 
effort, however, in consonance with the language in Resolution 464 and 
prior agreement, all voluntary donations will have to be sent to the 
American Security Council Foundation. The A.S.C.F. organization will 
administer and disburse the humanitarian aid as spell ed out in the reso­
lution. 

I also deeply appreciate the parallel efforts your Post has taken 
in providing medical assistance to the Freedom Fighters. The actions 
certainly support the spirit of 60th Resolutions 464 and 425. 

My best wishes to all in Post 10212. 

CG0:WL:mc 

. comra 0 sh· 

G. Ison, 
an er-in-Chief 

* NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS* 

v1,w RTITT .nTNr. e RROADWAY AT 34TH STREET e KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 e AREA CODE 816-756-!1!190 
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Miami, Florida, 14 October 1983 

COMMUNIQUE NO • .! 

I. On 22 Sept 1983, Officers Jose J. Basulto and Henry Gonzalez , 
Chairman and member of our Post 102 12 Humanitarian/Truth Fund 
for Nicaraguan "Freedom Fighters'' Committee, flew to a location 
in Central America to deliver to the · Nicaraguan. 11 Freedom Fighters'' : 
medical supplies and other equipments as anact of - HUMANITARIAN · AID. 
A shipment worth approximate $100,000.00 which included supplies such : 
as medic i n es, me dic a l e quipment, liquid foods (mainly for infants), 
etc. was turned over to the medical section of the National Democratic 
Front (F.D.N.). These medical supplies and equipment are now being 
used in the field hospital that serves the •~Freedom Fighters". 

II. Contacts are now well established and the proper channels set up for 
all future urgent deliveries of much needed medical supplies. 
The increased activity of combat missions has resulted in a high 
number of casualties who are in dire need of medical attention. 
The leaders of the "Freedom Fighters" forces have informed us that 
the battle will be won ih the rear, where the hospitals and the refugee 
camps are located. The high morale of these forces will remain high 
as long as they know their families and their wounded are taken care 
of . 

III. Copies of Resolution No. 464 were hand given ( both in English and . __ 
the translation to Spanish) to the leaders of the "Freedom Fighters" 
forces and they have expressed their gratitude to the two million 
members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States for this 
most important help. They will communicate to each front line soldier 
this most welcomed news looking now forward for future shipments. 

I • .• 
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These leaders are well aware -of - their responsabilities and want 
to further inform the American Veterans that they are ready to die 
for the cause of freedom and human dignity the same as millions of 
Americans have given their lives in both World Wars, Korea, VietNam, 
etc. 

IV. Officer~ · Basulto ·and Gonzalez ~eport~that the first -: mission -of­
HUMAN-ITARIAN AID was carried on successfully,-. setting up the stage · 
for future missions. 
We are now awaiting official written request from the "Freedom Fighters" 
forces of their most urgent needs of supplies. 
Video tapes were taken and brought back and are now available to all 
concerned, especially members of the V.F.W. 

V. Officers Basulto and Gonzalez f urther rep ort" that the immediate delive ­
ry of more HUMANITARIAN AID is necessary if the cause of Freedom i .s 
to win the battle against communism in Central America . The future of 
the world, especially our hemisphere, depends on our actions today. 
The membership of Post 1Q212 urges the high ranking leadership of our 
National organization to'please assist us with this mssion, the 
mission of all of us in the V.F.W. 

VI. Presently we are engaged in preparing another shipment and will con­
tact you for assistances on transportation. 

For and on behalf of V.F.W. "Jose Marti" Post 10212, Miami, 

c---Jb· 
eph J. Martory 
mander 
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October JO, 1983 

~·r . J ohn r.·. Fi sher, Pres ident 
Ameri can Security Council Founda t ion , 
t1icaraguan Freedo m Fi p_;hters Truth Fund 
499 South Capitol Street, S.E. 
Washinpton , b, c . 20003 

Dear r- ·rr. Fisher: 

Our Post , co mpos ed mos t ly of Cuban Amer i can war veter ans of 
th e Viet Na m era, has partici pate d in an eff ort to help the 
Fre ed om Fi ~hters in Nicaragua since the V, F, W. 's Re s olution 
464 passed in August, 1983, 

Our a cti ons are better described i n a copy of our Communique 
::o, 1, here attached, and a video tape made by loca l television 
station '1/PIG , Channel 10, also enclose d , 

It is our understanding , from correspondence received from our 
Co mmander in Chief, Clifford G. Olson, Jr., copy attached, that 
"the American Security Council Foundation will administer and 
disburse the humanitarian aid as spelled out in the resolution". 

We received a new request for help on October 28, 1983 from 
"Fuerza Democratica Nicaraguense", one of the organizations that 
we have helped in the past. (Copy enclosed). 
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Mr. John M. Fisher, Pres i dent 
American Security Council Foundation, 
Nicaraguan Freedom Fighters Truth Fund 
October ~o, 1983 
Page# 2 

F.D. N. has suffered probably more ca~ualties than any other 
group of fi ghters on account of their s iz e, (over 5,000 men 
on arms) and on account of the very long distances they have to 
move their wounded before they can receive medical help. 
F.D. N. has a group of very capable qoctors doing a fantastic 
j ob and this has been augmented rec~ntly, by teams of Cuban­
American doctors fro m Miami, who have donated their time, 
traveled at their own expense, and performed complex surgical 
work under the worst conditions. 

Delegates of Post 10212 Jose Marti, have traveled to Centra l 
America to witness first hand the needs of the Nicaraguan Free­
dom Fi ghters. We can attest to their needs, as much as to 
their noble human value. These men are en~aged in a struggle 
that deserves all the help we can provide. To yo u , we pass on 
their plea. 

Our services and contacts are at your disposal. Plea se respond 
t o us on t h i s request as soon as possible, so that we can take 
further action on their behalf if necessary. 

I must insist that time is of the essence. 

Very truly yours, 

(1~(3.13~ 
Jose J. Basulto, Jr. 
Chairman, Humanitarian/Truth 
Fund for Eicara~uan Freedom 
Fighters Committee, Post 10212 

cc. r: r. Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States of America 

r,r.r, Clifford G. Olson, Jr. 
Commander in Chief Veterans of Forei gn Wars 

Mr. James R. Currieo 
Fast Commander in Chief 

Mr. Joseph J. Martory 
Commander VFW Post 10212 

Cols. Phelps Jones/Tip Marlow, U.S.A. (r), VFW Wash,, D.C. 

Ehcls. 

5790 s.w. 84th Street, South Miami, Fla. 33143 

• I 



Dea r Phelps : 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 30, 1983 

I was sorry to learn you were at vJa l ter Reed and mea.nt to drop you a note 
before now. I know you understand hmv very busy people can sometimes 
negl ect the most important things--such as writing to thank someone for 
all their efforts. 

Phel ps , the article on Central America in the recent issue of the VFW 
Ma gazine is excellent. It is precisely the type of information we need 
t o get out and thereby gain the support we are hoping to generate by 
our outreach efforts. I would be interested in hearing from you as 
to yo ur members hip's reaction to the article. 

I know you may not be up to the effort right now, but when you feel 
better, I wou1d be grateful for your advice as to what you think we 
should be doing in regard to the Central American question and our 
outreach efforts. From our vantage point~ it is often difficult to 
asses s how we are perceived on the outside. I would like very much to 
have your input regarding what you thin k we are doing that is on track, 
and wh at we are doing that you believe could be more effective i f done 
in a di fferent way. 

Ph elps , I want you to know how much President Reagan--and all of us who 
have the pr i vi lege of serving in the White House--appreciate all that 
you have done. Peo ple such as yourself do make a difference ! Take care 
of yo urself, and I. hope to hear from yo~1soon. 

Kind regards . 

Sincerely, 

Faith Ryan Whittlesey 
Assistant to the President for 
Public Liaison 

Colone l Fran k Phelps Jones, USAF (Ret.) 
2347 SW Rolfe Street 
Arli ngton, Virginia 22202 



MEMORANDUM TO: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH IN GTON 

September 28, 1983 

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY 

Jonathan Vipond, i 

Joyce Thomann ~~-'<'-------
Colonel Frank , lps Jones, USAF (Ret.) 

Phelps Jones has been the National Security/Defense 
Director of the Veterans of Foreign Wars for as long as I 
have know him (which is over 10 years now). Phelps is 
dying of lung cancer. He is, at the moment, in Walter 
Reed Army Hospital and according to Cooper Holt may be 

V ,....-~ leas';,51,.~ rn~~~~l..,..~,.,Q,,,,J'J:}~-- IF a 11 the 
oxygen equipment he will require can be installed in his 
home in time. 

Phelps knows he is dying. He has know it for sometime 
now, however, it appears that the end of his struggle against 
lung cancer is now very close. 

I know Phelps would enjoy receiving a letter from 
you, Faith. Phelps has been a longtime warrier in the 
trenches to maintain the defensive strength of this great 
nation. He has served his country well and remains its 
dedicated servant even now. In talking with Cooper Holt 
this morning, I learned that Phelps is "chomping at the bit" 
to get back to the office to work on the Central American 
problem. 

Yesterday I sent over our copy of the VFW magazine 
which ran the big article on Central America - Phelps was 
responsible for that article. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

BY 

KENNETH A. STEADMAN, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
NATIONAL SECURITY AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

WAGING PEACE 

Recently, the bombing of the Marine 

compound in Beirut, the U. S. rescue of 

American students in Grenada and the 

Soviet's suspension of the Inter­

mediate Nuclear Force negotiations in 

Geneva captured attention and whipsawed 

emotions. The tragic Beirut bombing 

left behind grief and sorrow. The 

next day emotions turned jubilant when 

the students of Grenada were pronounced 

safe. And, in the aftermath of the 

· much publicized TV movie, "The Day 

After," the Russian walkout produced 

a sense of apprehension and dread. 

These events impacted so close 

together there was little time for the 

mind to break free from the emotional 

images of death and devastation. The 

images reaffirmed what veterans already 

know -- that war always has been and 

always will be an expensive endeavor. 

As the images blur and emotions soften, 

our minds begin to sift and sort for 

the rational explanation to these 

events. 

( . 

'. 
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BEI~UT: The lives of the 240 Marines 

lost in Beirut must be worth something; 

something significant enough to dignify 

their death. Their significance must 

be measured against what is at stake in 

Lebanon. In all probability, if it 

were not for the presence of the Marines, 

Lebanon would have ceased to exist 

months ago. The Marines are only the 

latest, and the most visible, of U. S. 

efforts to bring peace to this troubled 

but vital region of the world. 

The United States has vital 

interests in the Middle East-Persian 

Gulf Region that have been menaced by 

the Soviets and their surrogates. The 

region is both the cradle of civilization 

and a crossroads of commerce. From 

this intersection of Europe, Asia and 

Africa flows one-third of the Free 

World's oil supply. If this supply 

was cut off by .internal disorder or 

external aggression, the Soviet Union 

would not suffer. However, the 

industrial West and the underdeveloped 

countries of the Third World would face 

energy and economic starvation. 
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It's more than coincidence that 

for nearly two . decades the Soviets have 

been pouring arms and rooney into the 

region in hopes of e.xploiti_ng this 

Western vulnerability. Since the 

1960's, Arab countries have been the 

largest purchasers of Soviet .military 

equipment. (Some of the equipment has 

been funnelled to the Palestine Liberation 

Organization and other radical groups.) 

The Soviet's chief surrogates., Syria 

and Libya, have been especially well 

supplied with arms and advisors. Soviet 

military personnel have accompanied the 

arms shipments as instructors, advisors 

and maintenance technicians. Once their 

military has been established in 

another country, the Soviets use their 

influence to gain access to military 

bases and facilities. In July 1981, 

Libya, one of the Soviet Union's . .major 

arms clients in North Africa, reopened 

its ports to Soviet warships for the 

first time since 1970. Soviet naval 

forces have continued to visit these 

ports on a regular basis. 

Using these tactics, the Russians 

have established bases in Ethiopia, on 
• 

the Horn of Africa and in South Yeman, 
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at the entrance to the Red Sea and 

Suez Canal, to encircle the oil rich 

Arabian Peninsula. The Soviet Union 

has used its surrogates, Syria and 

Libya, to extend its influence further 

into the region. A Syrian controlled 

Lebanon would be a Soviet dominated 

Lebanon with geographical access to the 

Eastern Mediterannean. 

Such a Soviet gain would enlarge 

the encirclement of the oil producers 

while increasing Soviet leverage over 

friendly Middle Eastern states. Also, 

the Soviets would gain a position to 

outflank Israel, and to threaten both 

the Mediterranean Sea lines of 

communication, and our NATO ally, Turkey. 

NATO's southern flank,. already po1itically 

weak, would be further exposed to Soviet 

pressu~e from the South as well as the 

East. 

Policy makers since President 

Harry Truman have recognized the 

implications of Soviet dominance in 

the region and realized that regional 

conflicts offered the Soviets lucrative 

opportunities to extend their influence. 

U. S. policy has aimed at trying 

to keep the peace in the region by 
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preventing the outbreak or recurrence 

of local conflicts. In 1948, President 

Truman committed United States military 

officers to participate in the United 

Nations Truce Supervisory Organization. 

This organization, still in effect today, 

has tried -- and largely failed -- to 

maintain a truce along the Israeli­

Lebanon border. President Reagan, in 

upholding the U. S. commitment to 

enduring peace between Egypt and 

Israel, has stationed U. S. troops 

with the Sinai Multinational Force 

and Observers since April 1982, alo_ng 

the _Egyptian-Israeli demarcation line. 

The Marines in Beirut were ful­

filling the same role -- peacekeepers 

attempti_ng to prevent recurrence of 

civil war and of Syrian occupation 

when the terrorists struck last 

October 23rd. Those terrorists, it 

was reported, were trained, supplied 

and possibly directed by others who see 

the U. S. long term effort in the 

Middle East as an obstacle in their 

path. The terrorist bombing was 

designed to be an outrage because only 

an outrageous act could radically 

change the U. S. long term commitment 
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to the region. So far they have not 

succeeded, but they won't stop 

trying. Nor can the United States 

stop trying to bring about peace to 

that troubled region. To do otherwise 

would cheapen the price our Marines 

have paid for peace. 

GRENADA: By itself, the tiny 

Caribbean island of Grenada poses 

no threat to the United States. But 

the arrival of a Cuban ship carrying 

Soviet arms and equipment three days ~ 

after a Marxist coup in March 1979 

signaled a change. Soviet and Cuban 

assistance poured into the island. By 

January 1980, several hundred Cubans 

began constructing a 9,800 foot air­

field at Point Salines while others 

began preparations to enlarge a small 

port on the island's southeast coast. 

The rapid construction of these 

facilities and the rapid buildup of 

Grenada's military potential were 

unrelated to any potential threat from 

its Caribbean neighbors. In January, 

1983, the Defense Department concluded 

that "Soviet/Cuban militarization of 

Grenada .•• can only be seetl.' as (Soviet) 

power projection into the region." 
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Grenada's location, close to sea 

lanes and a convenient distance to 

Central and South America, when coupled 

with the island's militarization was 

cause for increased concern. President 

Reagan indicated his deepening suspicion 

last March when on national television 

he displayed photographs of Soviet and 

Cuban construction on the island. Still, 

construction and suspicion did not 

establish proof of a Soviet or Cuban 

inspired threat to our interests in 

the Caribbean. 

The threat materialized, however, 

G ithin hours g_f tile Beirut bombin!}when 

it was reported that another coup by 

hardline Marxists had taken control 

of Grenada. By their action, the 

Marxists placed the lives of nearly 500 

American medical students at risk. With 

reports of Marine losses in Beirut 

trickling in, Presiden·t Reagan recognized 

the United States Government had to act 

decisively to reduce the risk to the 

unarmed students. 

Within hours of his decision, 

Marines and Army Rangers were pouring 

ashore in an operation designed to 

~.l}~~~""" 

od. \'&. a",-Q..P ~ 
\c:..'l..d ~.C\ \~ac-

~~ ,~. ~~"­
·b~b~ ~~ Cl~ l.'W. 
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quickly overwhelm resistance and minimize 

casualties among the students and the 

populous. What they found when the 

Cuban resistance melted away was more 

than enough evidence to confirm President 

Reagan's public suspicions: 

-- six warehouses filled with 

Soviet made .small arms and munitions; 

-- Soviet made anti-aircraft guns 

and armored personnel carriers; 

-- a command center for clandestine 

operations equipped with radios, 

counterintelligence gear and 

cryptograptic equipment; 

-- documents detailing Soviet, 

Cuban, North Korean and Bulgarian ~~cec-C'(.\. 

support for Grenada's Marxists. 

The evidence pointed towards the 

increased involvement of the Soviet 

Union and its Cuban surrogate in Central 

and South America. The weapons captured 

on Grenada were far in excess of 

Grenada's defense requirements. There 

remained only the possibility that they 

were to be transhipped to aiiiOther 

locatiol\Jin the Caribbean basin( Once QC­

construction at the Point Salines air­

field and port facility .wer.e completed, 

enormous amounts of weapons and 

to,. r~~~ cl&~\.,I,""\.,.._ 
--~ ..J .. ....lt\i-.4',4"\ ,~ ~<--.. 
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ammunition could have been transhipped 

to destinations in Central and South 

America. 

The evidence tells us what the 

Soviets and Cubans were doing in 

Grenada, but it won't answer why they 

were there. Russia has no vital 

interests in an island best known for 

its nutmeg crop. Nor was Grenada 

important to the defense of the Soviet 

Union, some 7,000 miles away, or to 

Cuba its nearest communist neighbor. 

So why were the Russians there? The 

question goes unanswered. We are 

left to draw the conclusion that the 

Soviets saw an opportunity to use 

Grenada as a base to increase their 

subversive activities in the region. 

The subversion was aimed at 

encouraging, directi_ng and exploiting 

leftist groups in coun·trie·s where 

Moscow sees a potential_ for bri_nging 

revolutionary regimes : to power. As 

revolutionary regimes come to power, 

Moscow would be achieving its over­

riding national goal: the extention of 

Soviet influence and domination at the 

expense of the United States. If Soviet 

inspired subversion, supplied from their 

h~a~ in ~r~n~n~ - had aone unchecked some 
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future President might have found the 

U. S. encircled to the South by a 

ring of hostile neighbors and by bases 

for Soviet forces. 

Such Soviet communist expansion 

could lead to an extensive and permanent 

Soviet pressure and an increased Soviet 

strategic capability in the Caribbean 

area. This could create significant 

military consequences for the United 

States. 

It could place hostile forces 

and weapons systems within striking 

distance of targets in the U. S. 

-- It could place bases for use 

in covert operations against the U. S. 

and our neighbors. 

It could provide for pre- . 

positioning of Soviet equipment and 

supplies in our hemisphere. 
I 

-- It could allow the Soviet Pacific 

and Atlantic fleets to operate near 

our shores without havi_rtg to go to 

the Soviet Union for maintenance. 

-- It could threaten our Caribbean 

sea lines of communication through 

which a large volume of our goods -­

including Middle East oil -- pass; 

thus endangering U. S. economic well 

beim1:. 
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-- It could cause the U. S. · to divert 

resources in manpower and material from 

other areas of the World to protect 

an area previously considered militarily 

secure. 

The future threat has diminished 

thanks to the decisive action. But there 

remains the present danger of Soviet 

supported, Cuban inspired subversion. 

Cuban subversion already has ensnared 

Nicaragua and threatened El Salvador 

and Honduras. Unless this Soviet and 

Cuban threat can be controlied, there 

may be more Grenadas and Nicaraguas 

in the future. 

In the future, the United States 

may have to take decisive action again 

in defense of our citizens, our interests, 

and allies. Operation Urgent Fury, the 

rescue of the 500 American students, 

inspired renewed confidence in the 

capability of our Armed Forces for 

decisive action. The rescue operation, 

which included Army, Navy, Marines and 

Air Force forces, was conducted with 

less than 48 hours notice. Bringing 

these different forces together and then 

executing a difficult mission without 
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any special training indicates the 

high level of talent and the high 

state of training in the Armed Forces. 

In a message to the men and 

women of the Armed Forces, General 

John W. Vessey, Jr., Chiarman of 

the Joint Chiefs of Staff, focused 

his praise on the . readiness of our 

forces: 

"On behalf of the Joint Chiefs 

of Staff, I want to congratulate each 

of you on a superb perfonnance of duty 

in rescuing over 500 Americ~n citizens 

and in assisting the small island nation 

of Grenada regain its freedom. 

"In less than 48 hours, you planned 

and executed a very complex joint 

operation which included land, sea 

and air forces. In a word, you were 

magnificent. You accomplished every 

mission and secured all objectives. And 

you did it with professionalism, pride, 

courage and with extraordinary care and 

·compassion for the civilian population. 

Your actions demonstrated to the world 

that American military forces are well 

trained, ready and can react quickly and 

decisively. 
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"As you now depart for other missions 

in Lebanon, or return to home stations, 

or remain in Grenada to finish the job, 

know that your actions were in the high­

est traditions of the United States armed 

forces. The citizens of Grenada appreciate 

what you have done. The American 

students you rescued are grateful for 

your sacrifice and your country is 

proud of you. Well done." 

Grenada was a demonstration of our 

ability to act decisively and quickly and 

successfully. It should help make 

potential adversaries think twice before 

committing themselves to a collision 

course with the United States, using 

Operation Urgent Fury as an example 

of how quickly U. S. forces can react 

to a crisis with overwhelming power. 

If the calculations indicate to the 

adversary that he cannot achieve his 

objective before the United States 

responds then he may cancel his plans. 

The ability to successfully deter crisis 

or conflict depends upon many ingredients, 

but none is more important than main­

taining the high state of readiness 



NS&FA -- 14 

in our Armed Forces. Readiness is an 

essential ingredient for dealing with 

the dangers of today and tomorrow. 

GENEVA: In Beirut, vital Western 

economic interests were at stake. In 

Grenada, it was the lives of American 

students; and in Geneva, the balance 

of power in Western Europe was at stake. 

Geneva was the scene of the latest 

struggle between East and West. 

Recently the struggle to reach 

agreement over the number of 

intermediate-range nuclear missi-les 

to be based in Europe seemed to collapse 

when the Soviets walked away from the 

INF (Intermediate-Range Nuclear Force) 

negotiations. On the face of it, the 

Russian walkout appeared to be a 

legitimate reaction to the news that the 

latest_ generation of U. S. missiles had 

just arrived in Europe. The Russian 

reaction, however, masked what is really 

at stake in the negotiations and reveals 

that the struggle· for power has several 

perspectives. 

Recent history provides one of 

the most important perspectives. Since 

1977, the Soviet Union has' more than 
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doubled the nuclear striking power 

of .their intermediate-range missiles 

even though the total number of 

launchers has decreased. This marked 

increase in nuclear force capability 

was due to the deployment of the Soviet 

SS-20 (with three warheads on each 

missile) to bases within range of 

Western Europe. 

The SS-20 missile has improved 

accuracy and reaction time, a high 

degree of mobility which increases its 

survivability and the firing launchers 

" 

can be easily reloaded. With their 

modern SS-20 and the older SS-4 and SS-5 

capability, the Soviets can launch an 

initial salvo of nearly 1200 nuclear 

warheads. 

During the time that the Soviets 

were replacing their missiles, U. S. 

and Western Europe missile forces 

remained essentially unchanged. Only 

now, six years after the initial Soviet 

SS-20 deployments, has the Western 

Alliance moved to catch up to Russian 

progress. Russian progress allows 

them a major advant.age over the Western 
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Alliance which must be reduced because 

it increases the liklihood of conflict 

and of escalation to nuclear war. 

Recognizing that the West's 

aging, slow reacting, missile force 

could not threaten modern, fast reacting 

Soviet missiles could tempt the Soviets 

into launching a conventional ground 

and air attack on Western Europe. The 

Soviets would feel reasonably certain 

that the West would not react in time 

with its obsolete missiles. If the 

West did react, the Soviets could still 

unleash or threaten to unleash a 

nuclear war with their missile force 

to which the West could not respond. 

The Western Alliance quickly 

recognized that the Soviet missile 

advantage weakened its deterrent and 

increased the liklihood of conflict. 

In response, the West pledged a dual 

tracked policy of eliminating the 

Soviet advantage and of negotiating a 

stable missile balance in Europe. When 

the U. S. announced several years ago 

plans to upgrade its existing Pershing 

missile 'force and deploy the new cruise 

missiles, Soviet reaction was swift. 
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The Soviets countered the West's 

dual tracked policy by announcing they 

would freeze deployment of their SS-20 

missiles and appealed directly to the 

people of Western Europe to halt the 

announced U. S. deployments. In what 

has become the longest -- six years 

single psychological campaign ever 

mounted, the Soviets fed the fears of 

Europeans that new deployments would 

accelerate to Armageddon. The Soviets 

skillfully played, over the heads of 

the European governments, directly to 

the citizenry because they knew only 

massive domestic pressure could force 

a change in NATO's deployment policy. 

Meanwhile, the Soviets s·idetracked and 
. . 

stalled the intermediate-range missile 

negotiations while waiting . for the 

psychological pressure · to build. 

The Soviets lost this first round 

when U. S. Pershing and ground launched 

cruise missiles began to arrive at West 

European bases. Their response was 

to walk out of the Geneva negotiations 

in hopes the increased psychological 

pressure would halt the U. S. deployments. 

Obviously, the Soviets are~looking to 

preserve their missile advantage later 
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in the negotiating rounds by steadily 

inducing psychological ·hysteria about 

nuclear war. 

There is danger that the West can 

become so hypnotized of the threat of 

nuclear war that it loses sight of the 

threat posed by the Soviet Union. To 

do so is to forget that the Soviet 

Union is a very skilled opponent. The 

historical perspective of the Geneva 

negotiations reveals just how skillfully 

they approach their objectives and begins 

to shed light on the Soviet challenge 

to the U. S. and the Free World. 

Geographically, the recent events 

in Beirut, Grenada and Geneva portray · 

the global nature of the Soviet threat. 

It also reveals the multidimensional 

challenge the United States and its 

allies , must face in the days ahead. 

In the Middle East, the Soviet 

Union has been challenging U. S. vital 

interests through its surrogates. 

In the Caribbean Basin where there are 

no significant Russian interests at 

stake, they have challenged the U. S. 

in order to increase their influence 

at our expense. And in Edrope, the 
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Soviet challenge covers the entire 

spectrum of conflict from nuclear war 

to psychological ·pressure. 

When our minds have reached a 

rational explanation for Beirut, Grenada 

and Geneva we can begin to understand 

the global multidimentional nature of 

the Soviet challenge. It is a challenge 

that the Free World must meet. The 

price of peace is high but the cost of 

war is beyond rational calculation. 
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As usual, your remarks were well received by those in attendance . 

This was certainly one of the best attended Conventions we have had in 
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REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
TO 

84TH ANNUAL NATIONAL CONVENTION 
THE VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 

Rivergate Exfiibition and Convention Center 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

9:55 a.m. CDT 
10:55 a.rn. EDT 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you all. {Applause) Thank 
you. Thank you. 

Thank you ~e.ry much. Thank :_rou. 

Thank you for that war.n greeting and that applause 
and since that. applause is coming from veterans I have to 
ask, is it fc;r how I am doing my jcb, or how I am doing on 
the Late Late Show in Hell Cats of the Navy. (Lcmghter) 

Whenever I meet with the menbers of th~ Veterans 
of Foreign \'\lars, I rem~~TJ)er what the p:,9t Y~£J.ts sa:~d: "Think 
where man's glory most begins and ends and ~;ay my glory was 
I had such friends." .It's great to be: . .:l.rnong you once again. 
(Applause) As you know, scmeone in my shop originally turned 
dow~ this invitation without my knowledge. Now it seems 
there were some loc; .tst.i.c problems about flying from t he tip 
of Baja, Mexico, tc Lc'..lisian~, and then back to California-~this 
afternoon. Hell, let me say, and I want then to keep their 
ears open and hear this, I would fly halfway arou~d the world 
for the honor of meeting with the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
(Applause) 

I haven't forgotten your support in 1980, a nd all 
you have done since. ~j:d as a demonstration of our common 
goals, after my remarks today I am going to sit down here 
in .front of -this audience and sign the Emergency Veterans 
Job Training Act· -ot_ 1983. (Applause) 

Three years ago this week I stood before your 
convention and said nothing would mean more to me as President 
than t9 .live up to your trust. I have tried to maintain the 
faith that our men and women in uniform must have in their 
commander-in-chief. The greatest privilege of this o f fice 
has been to lead those who wear A.~crica's uniform. (Afplause) 

MORE 
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-:--~-c-:-:~. . And ·while· Ann Griffiths is · sitting here, l et me 
Just say: We are determined to account for every s e rviceman 
who wore. America's uniform in Southeast Asia. This Adminis­
t r ation will not for ~e t their sacr ifi ce, and we will not rest 
until their families can rest. (Applause) 

Three years ago when I spoke to you, I pledged 
that peace -- a peace in which freedom could flourish and 
justice could prevail -- would be our highest pr iority. I 
also spoke of the need to pr o~ide a stronger defense for the 
American people. At the time, those were words of hope. 
Today, those words a r e the national securi ty policy of 
this country. 

I woul d like to report to you on t he progress we 
have made in thes e areas, because t here is no more appropri ate 
forum for such a report. No organization has devoted mor e 
energy to America's well-being and security than .t he VFW. 
Your uniforms may be in mothballs, but your rea1i~ess to 
assist your country is spit and polishod. 

In 1980, the people made it clear. ·they wanted a 
new, direction- in foreign affairs. Yet, changing America 's · 
foreign policy is a little like towing ?.n ice~erg. You can 
only pick up speed as the f ro~en atti tuc.cn and mistakes of 
the past melt atray. 

We began by letting the world know whe.t we s t ood 
for once again. Winston C;hurchill ~aid of his service in 
World War II, the nation •;bad the lion's heart. I had t he 
luck to give the roar." Well, America is the lion's heart . 
of democracy. h"e have an obligation to give that democracy 
a voice, even aj occasional roar. 

For too long our t;ation had !-:een ::Joot to the 
injustice of totalitaria.nism. So we began speaki11g out 
against chemical war,fara .· inflicted on the people of 
Afghanistan and Southeast As ia, against broken treati e s, 
against the denial of hU!·:•3n liberties. We be~an speaki ng 
out for freedom c:.nd democ.~aey and the valuas -~::hat al l o f us 
share in our hearts. 

Some critics said that this was a return to the 
rhetoric of the past. Well, if that is the case, t hen 
Sakharov and Sol zhenit syn and all of those who have suf- •· 
fered to speak t he t r uth are my compatriots and I am honored 
t _o be counted among the1:::.... This Nation cannot simply ignore 

·· the • iuffering of oppressud peoples and . remain true to our 
basic . s t rengths and prir~ciples. We cannot follow a foreign 
policy ~ased in the self-delusion that problems would not 
exist if we did not mention t hem. '. 

We cannot abdicate our obligation to s pe k out 
f or those who c annot speak f or themsel ves. 

- And· you know it i-S a.mazing.... - In .Jllll....m.ae.ting.s _ _wi t h --~­
foreign leaders and their mir..iatc-rs, they have told me how 
good it is to know what the United States stands for on-:- '3 
again. (Applause) They may not always agre e with us but 
they respect us. And there is a growing recognition abroad 
that America once again will stand up for her democratic 
ideals. Our country is the leader of the free world, and 
today it is providing that leadership. 

But our responsibi lities are not only moral , 
they are pr actical. One of our mos t e r cial national 
security objectives was to turn American's economic decline 
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_ ·-• ... -. around. Yes, that is a national security objective and it 

'"-£f::r. ,. remains a key one. A country that is weak intf!rnally cannot 
meet its obligations ext~rnally. 

I am pleased to report that we are economically 
stronger today than we were at your last convention. We 
have a growth strategy for: America: We called it economic 
recovery. Some who didn't think it would work dubl~d it 
Reaganomics. Well, inflation is down from double digits 
to 2.6 percent -- for the last twelve months, the lowest 
rate in sixteen years. The prime interest rate was 21-1/2 
percent when we took office, it's about half of that now. 

Taxes have been reduced and with our indexing 
reform, inflation will never again push families into higher 

am higher tax brackets. We don't need tax increases. We 
need spending restraint • . And as I have said a few times 
lately, I know our program is working, because they are 
not calling it Reagonornics any more. (Laughter and applause) 

Basic industries like housing, construction, and 
autos are getting back to business. In fact, Lee Iacocca 
has even paid back that billion dollar loan seven years 
early. 
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Unemployment is still too high but it_ is heading 
own. Last month's drop was ·the biggest in 23 years. More 

Americans are on the job than at any time in the U.S. history. 
Economists can argue about the semantics -- strong recovery, 
steady recovery, robust recovery. But what matters most is 

. l 

that Americans have regained confidence in the economy and 
WE are going to make sure they keep that confidence. 

Another of our objectives has ~een to restore 
America's defense strength. I don't need to educate this 
audience on how strength keeps peace, but it can be explained 
i n one word~- deterrence. When I spoke to you last, the Unite d 
States had planes that couldn't fly, ships that coiiidn' t .. · · 
leave port, and military personnel who couldn't wait to get 
into civilian clothes. 

Well, today, American's military is back on its 
f eet and prouder than ever. We are acquiring and keeping very 
good people. Today, more of our new recruits are high school 
graduates tnan ever before in the history of our rnilit&ry. 
R~tention is also way up. So far this year, 70 percent of those 
we hoped to retain have reenlisted. In 1980, the figure was 
only 55 percent. 

Yes, the hard-hit economy accounted for a portion 
of these increases but the economy didn't raise the ~igntey 
and morale our our service men and women, or restore their 
pride in military service. I have heard it from generals and 
I have heard it from privates. That morale, discipline and unit 
cohesion have all improved d~arnatically. Once again, it's an 
honor to wear the uniform, and our service men and women know it. 
And I hope that makes you as proud as it does me. (Applause) 

MORE 
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New equipment is now entering the inventory: 
_training is way up, maintenance baclciogs ar~ peing r~duced and 
combat readiness rates have surged. 

We have made real progress. And I am delighted 
to report it is across the board. America is safer and 
more secure today than three years ago. 

There is something I want to get off my chest and 
it deals with the headlines about the Pentagon paying $100 
for a 4 cent diode or $900 for a pl~stic cap. Now w 1at is 
missing, o~ buried in all of these stories about was te 
is that this Administration is the one that found these abus s, 
t he abuses that h ve been going on f or years. 

It was Cap Weinberger's people -- Defense partment 
auditors and insp~ctors -- who ordered the audits i n the 
first place and conducted the investigations. We a r e the 
ones who formed a special unit to pr osecute :.Department of 
Defense fraud cases. And in just an 18-month period, the 
Department has obtained 50 convictions. And this doe n ' t 
count the number of settlements that have been made. (App au e) 

Our task is to sustain our defense effort. Some 
would have us slow down just when we are about to achi eve 
what our security requires. Remember the 1970s when there 
were those who argued that we should forego a wide range 
of modern weapons systems -- airplancz, missiles, a var iety 
of equipment -- because there was something better- on 
the drawing board for the future? Well, look where t hat got 
us. It got us where we were three years ago. You can 't 
protect America and her people with drawing boards. 

But look out, some people are still tal i ng about 
drawing boards. They would have us forget the MX missile 
and wait for a small, mobile missile which wouldn' t be 
operational until the 1990s. That small mi~sile wi ll provide 
better long-term stability and deterr nee. I ~m for it 
and we need it. But drawing boards for tomorrow on't give 
the soviets incentives to negotiate r eductions in nucle r 
arms today. (Applause) 

MORE 
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So I am asking you, give us your stro ng support 

as we approach the next rounc. of the MX this autu.,m. 
and together we will help keep America secure and free. 

~ - . ~ .~.,-.: .~-
· ~~~ · Another of our goals •has been to strengthen 

our western alliances economically and militarily. We 
have significantly improved our economic relations with 
the industrial democracies. And I am certain the recent 
Williamsburg Sumrriit will become knownao the recovery s ummit. 
At Williamsburg we established a ~nified strategy for pursuing 
our common economic interests -- protectionism, to fighting 
inflation, and we agreed on security concerns as well. 
We agreed to cut the flow of military relevant technology 
to those who would use it against us a nd reduce dependence 
on any one e nergy source. We agreed to end the practice 
of giving subsidized interest rates to the Soviet Union. 
The minimum loan rate is now set four full percentage p o i nts 
higher than i~ was before. 

And at home we are working to bring interest 
rates down. But we have pushed them up for th.a Soviets. 

By the way, did you he ar ,tlnt the Comm:mists 
now have a million dollar lottery for their people? The winne rs 
get a dollar a year for a million years. (Laughter) (Applaus ) 

You know there is a story I would like t o tell 
you. I have become a collector of stories that the Rus sian s 
are telling among themselves which reveal a great cynicism 
about their system. And this one has to do with a coJTU1lissar, 
they are telling, w~o went out to a collective farm, grabbed 
the first worker there lthat he saw. And he asked him-
about life on the farm and all. The fellow said, "It is 
wonderful, Commissar." He said, "Any complaints?" "No, 
no complaint at all." "What about the crops?" "Oh, the c r ops? 
Never been better." "The potatoes?" "Commissar, comra de, 
if we piled all the potatoes up in one pile they would rea ch the foot 
of God." The commissar said, · "Just a minute. This is 
t he Soviet Union. There is no God." He says, "That 
is alright. There are no potatoes." (Laughter) 

Our western military alliances are stronger than 
they have been in years. In Europe, despite pressure and 
propaganda, NATO has stood firm in pursuing the dual 
objectives of arms reduction and defense. NATO today is 
more confident in its ability to preserve its strength 
and promote the peace. rJe in the i ndustrial democraci·es have 
forged a clear sense· of _purpose for our economic and milit ary 
safety. · · 

MORE 
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We still have disagreements, but for the first 
-='--- -..?.--.f".:..- -~~e in . ~ _long time we haye_ unity on where we are going and 

· I call that real progress. Of course, another of our 
objectives is arms control. We have launqhed the most sweeping 
proposals for. arms control since nuclear weapons become 
a threat. 

In our s earch for peace, we hnve more negotiations 
currently under way with the Sovi ets than any Administration 
in history. At the Strategic Arms Reduction Talks in 
Geneva, we have proposed deep .cuts qS well as extensive 
confidence building measures to reduce the possibility of 
any accidental misunderstandings . In contrast to previous · 
agreements which simply dealt in ceilings, the Soviet Union 
now, for the first time, is wiling to talk about actual 
reduct ions. 

The same hard work is proceeding on intert'!.\edi t e 
range nuclear forces in Geneva. And in Vienna, the Soviets 
have shown sare nove.,rant · on the verification needed t o reduce 
conventional forces. However, we must recognize that the 
search for real arms reductions involve complex, t ime-consuming 
negotiations. This is the occupational hazard of diplomats 
and especially those who deal with the Soviet Union. But ·· · 
if I can assure you we will keep chipping away and inching 
along. We are deeply cor.unitted to arms reductions. As we 
remain firm in .,our~ obj~ctil.'!cs,··i,e wf11 b;) flexible in our 
approach. And with the support of the · V~'"'v1 and the support 
of the Congress, we will achieve what we all want -- a 
reduction in nuclear weapons. 

Our next objective concerns the United Stats 
responsibility as peacemaker. 'l.'his comnitment currently 
is most visible in Central America. In spite of t he dis­
coura_ging hype and hoopla that you often hear, quiet, solid 
progress is being made in Central America. Bob~~~, recently 
returned f~om a trip there, and I believe he has r eported 
t o you on that trip. I know he has referred to news ccounts, 
saying he thinks we are all getting a distorted view o f what 
is actually taking place. 

Well, Bob is absolutely right. You wouldn't know 
from some of the coverage that the, greatest portion 0£ our 
aid to Central America is humanitarian and economic. You 
wouldn't know that democracy is · taking root there, and I don't 
blame . the media alone because in many cases they are just 
reporting the disinformation anddma~ry that they hear 
coming from people ·who put politics ahead of national interests. 

The countries of Central America are wor king 
hard to develop and defend their democracies. I a1n· sure you 
recall the March '83Constituent Assembly election5 in El 
Salvador. E1gfity percent of those eligible to vol:e toolc par-f 
in the elections despite incredible ~ntimidation and threats 
from the guerrillas. In neighboring Honduras, an elected 
government took office last year. Costa Rica, of course, 
already is the democratic jewel of Central America. 

We support democracy, reform, and human freedom . 

MORE 
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We support economic development. We support negotiations. 
;~We s ~pport any avenue that will give . the people ot_that region 

-a mor e free and p r osperous future. 

"The problem in Central America i s not the Unite d 
States or Unit ed States policy." You see, t here I go again 
borrowing from your Nat ibnal Commander because that is what 
Bob said. We are doing everything we can to build peace 
and prosperity. Our Ca ribbean Basin Initiative is designed 
to help the nations there help themselves through trade and 
private investment. The Soviet and Cuban Caribbean Basin 
initiative, on the other hand, is to brutally i mpose 
communist rule and deny individual freedom. · Do you have any 
doubt which initiative the people in Central America woul d 
choose? 

Because of this aggression, we also support a 
s ecurity shield for the area. The s e curity shield is very much 
like a program that is springing up all over the United States ·- -- . 
the Neighborhood Watch. The Neighbor hood Watch is where 
neighbors keep an eye on each ot her's homes so outside t rouble · 
makers and bullies will think twice. But our policy in 
Central America is like a neighborhood watch. But this watch 
does not protect someone's silverware. It protects something more 
valuable -- freedom. 

Our policy is to help people toward a better life -­
to help them toward liberty, to help them reverse centuries of 
inequities, to help them tmiard peace. And let me say, 
with all the conviction I can muster, America would not be 
America if W$ abandoned the struggling neighbors here in our 
own henisphere. (Applause) 

MORE 
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:~ Elsewhere in the world, we also search for -... _ .. -~-- ------- .... 
peace. The tragic conflict in the Middle East has one 
bright spot -- peace between Israel and Egypt was 
finally concluded in April of 1982, thanks to t he American 
diplomacy that went to work in the Camp David talks. Today 
our peace-keeping forces in the Sinai along wit h thos e of our 
allies are rarely mentioned because they are doing t heir 
job in keeping this once volatile area quiet. Unfortunately, 
the same is not yet so for Lebanon. But whatever progress 
towards peace we have made in that country is largely due 
to our Marines who along with peace-keeping troops from France 
and Italy are striving to give Lebanon a c hance to pull 
itself t ogether. Our diplomats continue to search f9r agreement 
among bitterly divided opponents. 

Yes, Americ a has a n active national 
security progrpIU and it is working. 

May I just interject here that there have 
been some charges made that we are building we apons and 
spending money on defense but we don't have any plan. So 
we are not just building weapons like you would go in nd 
shop for something off the counter and say, "Let's buy 
that or buy that." That isn't true. We have carefully 
worked out a strategy that is based on what we think 
are all the possible contingencies that could affect our 
national _security. And then our military planning and 
our weapons purchases are based on that strategy. 

But to secure the peace and prosperity 
we all seek, we cannot sit back and hope that soraehow 
it will just happen. We can't be apologetic when we 
are acting in our own and the free world's ·interests. We 
must pursue our goals with strong leadership and a cle r 
sense of direction. 

guides this 
Most of you 
or Vietnam. 
and Danang. 
one tale of 
in Thailand 

Let me e:>cplai n by way of a true story what 
Administration in its conduct of foreign affairs. 
fought in the Second World W3r or Korea 

You fought in places like Anzio, and ~Qrk Chop Hill, 
A thousand painful stories emerg~·~hom war -­

British POW's who built a Japanese railway 
was made famous a s the Bridge on the River Kwai. 

Well , -.. ~here really is a River Kwai. Ne·ar its 
banks is a cemetery, the final resting place for those who 
died building that bridge and that railway. Many of the 
grave• markers are inscribed with nothing more than a name 
and a service number. Yet, now and then there is a small 
monument~ built by a mother or fa ther, or a widow, 
who tre- ked half way around the world searching f or a mar ker 
with a very_ special s.ervice number. On one..-o.f .tl;iese---m.0-n-wnent-s­
erected by a woman named Irene are the following words: "To 
the world, you were only one; but to me you were the world." 

My fellow citizens, my friends, let us . 
always remember when we speak of America's security, we speak 
of individuals; when we speak of freedom, we speak of the 
freedom of individuals. I feel a sacred trust to 
America's soldie rs and citizens alike. I feel a s acred t rust 
to protect their lives and their liberty. 

Our Nation also has a sacred trust -- to defend 
and develop democracy. And as long as this Administration is 

MORE 
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responsible for the Nation's foreign policy, we will 
protect the freedom of our own citizens and we will pursue 
liberty for all people. (Applause) 

Now, before I thank you for inviting me here I 
am going over and I am going to sit down at this t able 
that you have probably wondered about. And I am going 
to hope (Applause) -- I am going to hope this microphone 
is turned on. 

This bill which I am about to sign, the 
Emergency Veterans Job Training c t of 1982, will 
provide targeted job training for unemployed veterans 
of the Kor ean and Vietnam confl' cts. The legislation 
is above and beyond the partisan j obs bill that I igned 
earlier this year and other Administration programs to 
promote opportunities for our veterans. This bill provides 
incentives to employers to train veterans by defray ing 
part of the costs of training. But this js not just a 
training program. The E.rnployer who pc:.rticipates must employ 
the veteran on a perrnaneut basis after the training is 
completed. 

As I said earlier the Nation has a special 
commitment to those who have served in the military. 
And that conmlitment includes not only our continuing 
respect but pra.:;tical aEi!Jistance as well. '£his program 
will aid veterans at the same time it aids the many small 
businesses that will participate. 

You have already heard one speech by me. 
So I won't give you another. But a couple of days ago 
I was at Fort Bliss in El Paso. As I drove through the 
base on the way into town the road waEi lined with serviceme n 
and women and their families. I felt a great pride 
in them and what they are sacrificing for America. And I feel 
the same way about the veterans that we are about to 
help today. They did their best for us, now we must 
do our best for them. Now you can see that they are 
guaranteeing that I am going to sign this. (Laughter and 
Applause) And God bl ss all of you. 

Thank you very much for letting me be here and 
God bless America. 

END 10:20 A.M. CDT 
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