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"If legislation to expedite the burial does not
pass this session, the VFW will request similar action in the

new Congress," said Currieo.
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January, 1983

VETERANS NEWS FROM WASHINGTON
Cooper T. Holt

Executive Director
VFW Washington Office

Veterans have a new administrator. Harry N. Walters
has taken over from Robert Nimmo who resig :d. Walters is a
West Point graduate and comes to the Veter s Administration
{f >m the position of Assistant Secretary of the Army for Man- -
power and Reserve Affairs.

He told the Senate hearing concerning his nomination,

"I intend to run the Veterans Administration and represent our
budget to OMB, and not the other way around."

The VFW told the same hearing that officials in our
organization were optimistic and that the VFW looks forward to
working with Mr. Walters.

Walters has met with President Reagan 21d with the
directors of your Washington Office. We hope that he will
strengthen the programs of veterans and will continue to pro-

] z Lk .







Almost all adjus 32nts are r 1Jle October, except for
retir 1 military pay. The three month delay next year would
save $3.6 billion in 1983, $4.4 billion in 1984 and further
savings in future years.

This is one of the recommendations of the National
Commission on Social Security Reform.
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T ™ “om® Veterans of Foreign Wars of the US.

pA 2239 200 Maryland Avenue, N.E., Washington, DC. 20002 -
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“THE VOICE OF TWO AND ONE HALF MILLION MEN AND WOMEN OF THE VEW AND ITS AUXILIARY

FC 'Rl IAS™

I IDIATELY
(29 DECEMBER 1982)

VFW SALUTES 24 COURAGEOUS U. S. REPRES] [ATIVES

WAS NGION, D. C. —- James R. Currieo, National Commander-in-~Chief of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars of the United States, today saluted '24 courageous Catholic U. S.

R ‘esentatives' who signed a letter to a leader of their church opposing a draft
pastoral statement that declares nuclear weapons and some of America's strategic
policies are immoral.

"At a time when much that transpired during the lame duck session of the 97th
Congress seemed almost a perversion of responsible government," Mr. Currieo continued,
"the forthright action of these 24 members stands apart as a true profile of political
courage.

"On behalf of the nearly 2.6 million members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of
the Unit | States and our Ladies Auxiliary, these brave 24 have earned our profound

21 ‘ 1
"I enclose herewith a summary of the letter these Congressmen signed and their

names, "

ENCLOSUI
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otl ' related studies, but CDC will conduct the main research

pro® :t. CDC officials have promised to consult with the VFW

during the study.
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In a document presented to t1 s f(fs of the Con ‘tt¢ ;i on V ‘ans Affais , the OMB
Director wrote: ' 1 addition, the existence of excess medical care capacity in many areas
of the United States makes questionable the need for a separate VA medical system. This
Administration will conduct a complete review of alternative methods for providing readily
available, quality medical care for eligible veterans."

# In an appearance before the Senate Budget Committee, the OMB Director said that e
Reagan Administration is preparing--~-proposals to effect a more efficient system of
veterans health services.

# The Administration proposes $1.3 billion in reductions in VA progran for FY 1981 and
1982, The major areas of impact of these reductions will be the medical care program a
the regional offices, both of which are the main points of contact between veterans and ..

# OMB defends the reductions as being less than 3.2% of the total VA budget. However
that includes entitlement programs which comprise 64% of the VA Budget and are fixed
costs. The reductions comprise about 10% of the adjustable funds - some 36% of the total
VA Budget.

# Medical care reductions will, by VA projections

'Cause reduction of 933 nurses, 297 doctors and more than 4,000 medical support
personnel

Cause closing 1,800 beds in 60 hospital wards, equivalent to four hospitals

Result in a decrease of 1,583,000 outpatient visits and 3,628 nursing care patients

Ter "1ate the Readjustment Counseling Program for Vietnam veterans

Reduce VA doctors' incentive pay (provided by Congress to alleviate a severe re-
cruitment and retention problem)

Decrease rehabilitative and medical research

Reduce vocational rehabilitation counseling for service-connected disabled veterans.,

# Regionalization proposed for VA Regional Offices will eliminate direct service to veterans
who are attempting to develop claims for benefits. Regional Offices will be reduced to
information and counseling contacts.

# In FY 1976 the VA Budget was 5% of the total Feder-' Budget. In FY 1981 the VA
Budget was 3.2% of the total Federal Budget - proving .1at veterans programs are not
expanding,

# During the past ten years the size of the VA hospital system has been reduced by
20,000 beds, 15,000 of those in the last 4 years at a time when the veterans population
has been increased by 9.6 million Vietnam Era veterans - and the 12.5 million WW II
veteran population has reached an average age of 61 - becoming more subject to cata-
strophic illnesses.
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# The overwhelming majority of veterans in VA hospitals, and who use the clinics, are
elderly and poor. They would be public charges in any case.

# The military has indicated it is no longer able to handle any appreciable number of
casualties in event of overseas hostilities. It will have help from VA. And VA facili-
ties will inevit:* ~ - deteriorate, both physically and in staff capabilities, under the
Administration's planned reductions.
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# The veterans organizations are strongly in = ror of the most efficient and cost-
effective management of veterans programs, and will work positively with the
Administration to that effect - if they are invited to do so. In point of fact compre-
hensive care in VA hospitals costs 10% less than comparable care in private sector
hospitals.

# The three major organizations, with their Auxiliaries, represent more than 7 million
active citizens ~ and they speak as much as anyone can for the veteran constituency.

# History shows that veterans will in fact fight to save their hospitals - and, if neces-
sary, will take their case to the people - as they have done before.

# The veterans organizations are convinced the planned funding reductions will severly
hurt both medical care and delivery of service to veterans and dependents. The veterans
organizations believe economies can be effected, but not in the way they are now pro-
jected by OMB.

# The veterans organizations ask that the funding be replaced for medical care, for
medical and prosthetic research, for rehabilitation counseling (including the Vietnam
Veteran Outreach Centers), and for operation of the Regional Offices.

# The veterans organizations are willing and desirous of meeting with VA and OMB offi-
cials to work out plans for economies in management and operation of veterans assistance
programs.,

# If current OMB policies vis-a-vis veterans health care and regionalization of Regional
Offices are pursued into future fiscal years, the VA will be unable to render effective
and efficient service to the nation's 30 million veterans, their dependents and survivors.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ MICHAEL J. KOGUTEK
National Commander
The American Legion

/s/ ARTHUR J. FELLWOCK
Commander-in-Chief
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S.

/s/ STAN PEALER
National Commander
Disabled American Veterans






















































