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THE WHITE HOUSE o

WASHINGTON
August 28, 1981

Dear Mr. Fellwock:

As you recall, I asked the Department of Health and
Human Services to respond to vour letter of June 5th
regarding Cuban refugee homcsexuals. Under Secretary
Dave Swoap gave me the text of the answer provided by
the Office of Refugee Settlement, as follows:

Although many of the Cuban entrants who arrived
in the United States last summer are exclucdable
under U.S. Immigration law and INS regulations,
it is not possible at this time to return any-
one to Cuba. Negotiations to achieve this were
conducted at the end of the previous Administra-
tion without success. Immigration issues involving
Cuba are now being studied as part of a general
review of immigration and refugee policy being
conducted by an interdepartmental task force,
chaired by the Attorney General.

At present, our policy is to seek a resettlement
opportunity for all Cuban entrants except those
who have serious criminal records. To continue
to detain homosexuals would be the egquivalent

of giving them an indefinite prison sentence
because of their sexual preference. Because
these Cubans are not a =2rious threat to society
the Cuban/Haitian Task Force has sought resettle-
ment opportunities for Cuban homosexuals, inclu-
ding thcse who need special services to make the
transition to American society. The Metropoli-
tan Community Church has assisted in the resettle-
ment of several hundred gay Cubans as a member

1f Church World Services, a national voluntary
agencv affiliated with the National Council of

: _ ‘)
maining Cuban homosexuals at Fort Chaffee and
includes intensive counselling and transitional
services. The performance of MCC under this



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

grant is being carefully monitored by the
Office of Refugee Resettlement which now
administers the full Cuban/Haitian program.

As to the guestion of costs, I would note
that continued incarceration is also a
substantial expense to the taxpayers, one
which would exceed the cost of resettlement.
However, the main consideration has not been
the relative costs, but the conviction that
there is no justification for detaining some-
one indefinitely solely because of their
homosexuality.

If vou want further information, I suggest you write to:

Mr. Phillip Hawkes

Director

Office of Refugee Resettlement
Department of Health and Human Services
1229 Switzer Building

Washington, DC 20201

Yours most sincerely,
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Morton C. Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President

Mr. Arthur Fellwock

Commander-in-Chief

Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the 1Inited States
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Washing%on, D.C. 20002



..1E WHITE HOUSE a

WASHINGTON

June 11, 1981

Dear Dave:

I was guite surprised at this letter from
VFW Commander-in-Chief Arthur Fellwock and
would urge that you respond to his guestions
regarding the Metropolitan Community Church
and the purported $380,000 grant.

I would appreciate a copy of your response.

Sincerely,

Morton C. Blackwell
Special Assistant to the
President

The Honorable David B. Swoap
Under Secretary of Health

and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S. W.
Washington, D. C. 20201

cc: Arthur Fellwock
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