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To

From

SUBJECT:

L

DaTE: June 3, 1481

Daryl Borquist

Molly Tuthill  [.+°

Briefing paper by Howard E. Vander Clute, Past Commander-in-Chief, VFW

I've gone through approximately 50 boxes of material looking for this
briefing paper and have not been able to locate it. T went through
the Citizen's Groups - Veterans box sheet by sheet and either Mr,
Kelly or Mr. De Meco must have taken the memo with them.

If you don't have any luck with Carol Fields at Potomac International,
you might try Ed Gray. He was on the staff at the time the Issues
Book was released and may have signed off on it. He sent only one
box of material to Hoover and retained the rest. The index Loann

gave me of the material he retained has several references to veterans,

I'1l1l try again tomorrow if I can think of any other place to look.
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Reagan Bush Comntice

41 Santh Huhlond Street, Arhugaran, Virpinia 22204 (7045 €55 3300

September 9, 1980

Charles Stephens, Past Commander
Department of Alabama, VFW

Route 5, Box 60 E

Ft. Peyne, AL....

Ve can all take time now to consider, in retrospect, the accomplish-
ments of our year 1in office together. The Veterans of Foreign Wars
recorded another successful year of membership growth, our 25th
consccutive, and in our ever continuing battle, we remained in the
forefront as the veterans advocate, attempting to stewm the shocking
erosion of earned entitlements. The Carter Administration, undaunted,
continues to attempt to dismantle veterans programs and maintain its
established identity as the most anti=veteran administration in history.

I recently was appeinted Nationmal Co-Chairman of the Veterans for’
Reagan & Bush Committee. I am convinced, beyond any doubt, that
Governor Reagan has both the understanding and-the compession to
support veterans programs and to wmaintain the integrity of the V.A.

medical system. (Becauvse of Carter Administration budget appropria-
tion cuts, bouspirel-bed closures and dangerous reductions in medical
ar surgical personnel, the present medical delivery system borders

on malpractice.)  Further, we desperately need Governor Reagan's
leadership to re-establish our diminished military capabilities and
to properly assess and address issues vital to our cocmmon defense
and national security. '

1 call upon you to join me, regardless of your political identity,
to "...send a message ringing across the land: when it comes to
keeping America strong, when it comes to keeping America great,

when it comes to keeping America at peace, then none.of us can
afford to be simply a Democrat or a Republican -- we must all stand
united as Americans." (Excerpted from Governor Reagan's address at
VFW National Convention, Chicago, Auvgust 18, 1980.)

Thenk you for all of your assistance during 1979-80. Because of it,
the VFW remains 2 strong, vocal and vibrant organization -- one that

=

never hesitated to stand up for what was right in Americal
Y . n cc : 1ip,

Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr.
Past Cowmmander-in-€hief, VFW
Co-Chairman, Veterans for
REAGAN & BUSH













To add insult to inefficiency and lack of commitment,
on October 1, 1980, $30 million in appropriations for the Hire
Program reverted back to the U.S. Treasury because the administrators
of the program failed to spend these funds. This action reflects
the administration's less than enthusiastic commitment and concern
for veterans and its inability to establish and manage effective
programs to meet those needs.

This administration has demonstrated from the very beginning
an inability or unwillingness to address the legitimate needs of
those who have served their country, especially the disabled and
Vietnam;era veterans.

The claims made by the Carter committee belie the record of
the Carter administration. I could not, in good conscience, support
such a record of dismal failure. I therefore strongly support
Governor Reaéan and Ambassador Bush and look forward to an administra-

tion that will meet its obligations to those who have fulfilled their

obligations to this nation.
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Koralewski said the nation's veterans have borne "a heavy
and totally unfair share" of the Carter administration's budgetary
cutbackes. " (They) have suffered'visibly under this administration's
thoughtless and uncaring approach to veterans' needs.”

The AMVET leader charged Carter had undermined veterans'
disability compensation and pension programs, education benefits,
and health care services.

"My support for Ronald Reagan and George Bush is motivated
by a ¢ :2ar understanding that the election of these two men represents
the only hope America's honored veterans have of redressing the
unfavorable treatment they have received under Jimmy Carter's leader-
ship," Koralewsk1l saia. "Governor Reagan 1s unswervingly committed
to maintaining a strong, healthy, and truly independent VA system (and)
is determined to see that all veterans are treated with the com-
passion, dignity, and decency they deserve."

Hamilton of the American Legion said Reagan and Bush will
reverse the "outrageous and dehumanizing treatment" veterans have

experienced under President Carter.
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I believe it i p1 -ordai .ny to show all
mankind that they, too, can be free without having to leave

their native shore. .


















