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HONOR 
Vll:Tl~AM 

Yl!Tl!l~AN!i 

T!: ere is neither 11Peace in Vietnam , " nor is there any "reace 
w.Lth Honor . " 

The PARIS PEACE AGREEMENT , ARTICLE: 8B - Sp,~ci:cical ly states tl a t 
the s i gna tories are ·required to 11help each other ge t information a :Jc u t 
tlto se mi litary personne l and foreign civilians of the par~ies mis sing 
L! a e t ion , to determine the location and take care of the gravP. s o f 
t!12 dead so a. to facilitate the exhumation ;,:.nd repatriati.on of t he 
!"c:n ins , ar:.d to take an)' such o ther measures as may be requi·reu to g,·," · 
in:fo1-·,,a tion a'.)out those still considered missing in action." 

-~o_r th V~~!:-tam -~nys_, 11 that no sms ite inspections will be pe rm-:tttE ,: 
:;nt i l the ~e iR peace throughout Southeast Asia and until the pe~p : c 
.::i r:> Let t e r acquainted with the new governments . " 

Re s olut ian 271 states that no trade diplomatic recognitio or ,_i ~ 
.:;hall 1 '= g j-v t' :i to the government of North Vietnam or to t e Ii.e t.co .g 
l!Ht i 1 t hey htlfill their obligation and account for our MIA ' · • 

Th e reason the Cornmunjrsts refuse to give info rmat i on ~bout missJ.ng 
;)er::, ons o r to a1low us to inspec t crash sites or carry oi. L. Je s tigati ~--:'."! s 
is t. _e ir cruelty and barbarism to these victims . We are told tre No:::- t 
7 i etnamese have up-to-date fac tual and good information a cu: whe r e t hi.-: 
pl ane s crashed and the number that went down . Hano i record -, are u1 - to­
date; v:~ should have this information . 

If even one prisoner is a live, JUST ONE, it might be your Father , 
you r Lus band or your son . Just or unj t:S t , our government sent us the e . 
This nightmare can be over . We _ _rrmst stop all aid to all countries until 
thos e countrie s whom we have fought and died for and helped to survive 
put pre1:1sure on China , Russ ia , and North Vietnam, night and day , 1 • .mtil 
ALL our MIA 's are accounted for. 

We once again cal l on your support and effort . we will be ~ee ti~g 
wi th Pre~ident Ford in t he very near futur e and will bring these ite~~ to 
hi.s atten tion . 

1. l Selle t 
Chai:nnan , Ro Lor V i..etnci:-i 'Jeter.in· 



Select ']O!'Tni ttee on r,:issin;; ?ersons 
In Sonthe ?.s t ;~ si o 
Atten tion : -qon . 3- . -v . 1'·Iont0ome r:r , '.:h? i_ 1~-rt ?.n. 
U. S . qouse of Repre~ent a tive s 
·._r ,.,s~ i n:;t o '1 , D . r; , 

De'r' Sir : 

I Ml 

":Jalker V ·1. lley , 
Few York l :2_58 8 
.2.ugust 28 , 1967 

I t ~,.,, s 8.n h o-n. o r and 'J r ivi1 e 0 c to r 3·Y'.1 t; sen: t~" C So.1nct ':o~'ll"'litte e 
on ~~ i. ss in ~ Pe rson s i n So_uth e r>s t A.si ~ o. :. th e '77i-'; -~2. ti onal Co ,:, ­
venti.on of t he Veteran s of Fo!'ei ; T?- · :srs i:i :re ·, 7 or < City ,\u g ­
u s t 13- 20, 1976 . 40 , 000 rneMb e rs ~tt ended t h e convention and 
the HI A i ss1.Je -was H p r::,r qmount i teni on t h e mind s of the leaders 
and the me-mbers . 

I w3.s in !3.l:mo s t de.i.Jy touch ;,1i t'-1. St 2.ff Director, An gus Ma cDon 2.ld 
Ddvi s in~ hi:rn of develonr.en ts a.n d Y'9 ce ~-v in::: e.dv i c; e on the Corn.mi. tt­
ee s Dosture on the issues • . It " roved 9. 3re a t v e. lue when the 
di s cu s sion of ~eso:i.uti.on 3~9 and t h e re ,.., o~t of t h e Fr 'l ser Dele -

. 0 0-:;ion c 2.r1e ;) on the ·floor . 

Once 8 .. '3 9. i. ri. T h2.ve o.ttenrnted to "l-:-'C)'ride t :ie Go:rr.:--ii t:e e with a fre.n k -
re ~or t of the oDinton e of a maj?rity , not of a fe~ , and n ot ne ce ss ­
a r.'ly my oim . 

T trust thi s meets 1i.th your a~Drov a l . 

~es- e ~t f ully s · ~~itted F 

·a,r~~ 
·_ f' oc1:-:o Se7.. l .o+-, 



I W I 

~0 : s -s1,t;;r_;rp r;0MJv:TT"I'B:-s o r .. rsstr-,, i;. P-SR scr-j s T1'i' sorJTBE 'I S':.' ,\SI fl 
~~ : 1/V•T r,o :nr~TTT O.~ I · •TE'·J YORK ']TTY, ~US-UST J 3- ')0 , 1976 , 

'I~~':TS OF CONVF.NTION MSMSSRS O r ·1I A I SS'(Jg 
s· n ee sur mL tt i ng my 1 2.st r e no r t to -the S J e~t Com.-rnit t ee on 
:•,-arch 1 7 , 1976 on the VF"-J co~vention .i n '/!'a:l"'l i ng t on ( March 
5 - a , 197 6 ), I ~ .9_ve f'Jnnd ~ ""ls.rte::1 r:~8.r2:e of' e tti t1.Jde of V? -,-J 
;1'1:JT'1b97'.'S t o ;1,r2rd ~h ,.., •-1 ,\ i. s su~ "'rd nn .,, .--nv,:l:>r:-,,ent ' s handl -i :-i.; 
of t.11.9 cri::ne • . 

n the :~~-,~h 1 7 ~h '."8Dort , I ~t?.t,'Jd t ha t " ,J·A m:=i j ori ty 1.Jel i. 8Ve 
no l ivin~ ~merican~ are aliv~, P smql l nRr~8ntaGe f e8l th~ t 
,, fe ;.; J.I.Hlls wi ll >:i0 he ;l. d "host_a,:; e u foy, f11t' 1.,..,,., :ransor1/ne:;otiation .· 
m118 Horn. " b.lacl,'1'19:i . 11 was u:e cf ""'.'3DJ -'-.ir'lef:~1 1 soon 1earrieri. 
at the '\ u gust 1976 ·convention ir "~YS th·1.t "'J!,'1Y , r.10.nv more VF-.-J 
members nm,.r share the o-oinion . th 2. -::; the r e '1 :re , indee d , mRny 
surv i vors s t i ll i n ~r i son in Sou~he~st n9ia . These me mber s 
conc u r tha t the ry r isoner s anrt · the bodi es of t ho s e d e ce ased 
'\H l '.Je re l e 8.se d wh e n the No rth Vietngmese r8e l the situa ti on 
i s t o t he ir ---adv an t age . I h e a r d d i c ss i nris ove r a nd over abou t 
Conc; r e s s ~'do i n g no t h ing to f er!"e t 011t the •: r l\_ i ssue 11

• 

nn Sund ?.y , l\_ugus t 15 , €on gressm,qn Vanzandt , ": om.mitte e of t he 
nation a l S0 c u ri. ty o.rid !i'Qr ei?;n A-:"f' ~.irs , 8.nd. n q s .t Con"'.l+ande r -in -__ ... 

; i e f VF:!, stntec'l , nthP, l':.st c"l8nter o f' t;h,q ," J.1'-_s will come to 
2.n 8'11.d h y Se:,) te~o e r 3 , 1.976" . (H8 re.s s1.1~~0'l1Jently corr ecte d 
tha t the Se l e ct Committee ha j been ext endc~ until Janua r y 3, 
but thene "'1as n oth · n g f urt::."3 r a.jded) . Evw7 the to-:J me n o f 
our 1!eter8ns orsani zati ons are not ·a·.-1!'.l,r9 nf the d evelopment s 
o f · the , elect '.;om."11i tte e on the MI A i ssue . '::he g re a te r ma jor­
ity are 3till not "infor::ned 11 on the e z ist"\ "1 Ce o-f the Se lect 
r;o-:-;-r1;_tte0 , let alone it s ~ur':''Jse , dut i es "'rd ob j e c t ive s . Th e 
feeli.n3 st ill nrevails with t~~ veterans ~n~ 1uhlic that o 1r 
-~nvcr::::n"n"c i:~ "1.ot '3.ctive::'_y 'rror~~i:1:c.: 0:1 t110 "T!l issue . 

7 .-~rh•1r;-1 t~ie stro 0 ·9st noi.,..,t ~n th0 01ininn~ Theard di scus se d 
·i; th_'.lt t1-i_e""~ ~-"'8 ,- indeerl ' :-,; Y''lfi vors "!'!'lr1 -!-,'·, •) t t~e 1\Torth Viet -
l'l '11'1"9 se h 0 vA this knowled-~e o:=' ri 0my b o di.e s . 'I'hey cite the 

-r3,-,,~,t r, T"' th,~ Ti'raser_Del0 :;?+-:;_r)>, ; "i-i8 f i r.st .. ,,,011,-, to he receiv -
0:-1 o_-'- t11. e Vi0+:n2..rr:i9so Em'o :::if187 in ?arts i_n 3 'Tp 0 rs . Th·Ls rer) o rt 

.st.-::~~ri:-1 i~1:·",t t,he': . \T.L o tn2.::i.es 9 s s. i E1..e:.- l"rm,J i , foy,m. 2. t;ion on a 
':: "')f. ' '. 1_ ]7 m,, ;.r_i_ '1.n.n OY1C(; a '"'Y' () "l 8 :' "9Srl''Y'~ r~ f ·"' 11 i_en ~1sh;n is r;iv~n -

;..,~-- -'-; -10 T,~ ·;0':8r·-~~e:1t , ti,e;,- ',; -ll_l - r>ol,~,.,~e ·i ·: ', lon -- '.,.r i th inform­
,, t. -i on 0 n o -'-1-:. er r: • 



.. 

fl!Tl!l~AI I!, 
I M l 

':_10 : s-.:;;,,-sr; rr r;m1MTTTEE ON MI8SINr; P-SRSONS I N SOUTHEAST !' ... SIA 
Da;e ? .. 

d HOSTILITY · .a:. ro;-1 1.· n g - LAN,rl'l'.JA,,,E 1· s STRO,.._TG .' ~ESE'JT?!t~TT an _ _ 1 s ~ " . • .. r 

There is a. rr rea t feelina of resentment th a t our f i ghtin g men 
h b '=' d th t tl1°e~r h <?.Ve been sent to fi 0rrht on foreign • 2.ve e0n use : _ a .J _ 

so·i.l an c'l left to 11 ro t " on that forei gn · soil . That our Peace 
Tre "!.ty wi. th l:orth 1Tietn ::i.m was a noli ti c a l move to be able to 
s ay there is " "9 e a ce" w'.1.:~n ,re are the losers . . ... . our men are 
sti11 not a ccounted .for ! The fee l ing th .'3 t a committee such 
as the :?r::i.scr Del.e gation ~-:e re 2,"'Jle to gnin some information , 
i-1hen our 30 rernment h3.s done n~thing • . o r f a iled in Hhat "me 9geru 
a t tem; t s i t has mnde- . :; 

As t he above clearly ·indic ates the re i s a l a c k of communication 
between the Committee and the veterans . Bear in mind a l so , 
th a t the mem9ers a ttehding thes_e conventions a re e x"9osed to 
more inform B.ti on and therefore should be more "enlightene d" 
than the ' folks back home ! 

:1:E:":m-TI-IEED-\TIO ·JS : 
(Primarily the ~rune ) 

1. I n f o.~1rnti.on meet ing s with J.e 2ders of t'.1.e to0 Veterans 
Organi zations, simil a r to the ones I hosted in ~ash­
ing ton for Honor Vietn2m Veter2-n s (which culminated in 
8. day of Honor f'or the Veterans of Vietn&"'Tl) must be 
h eld on 2 mon thly or ":-)i. - monthly bas i s . These would be 
info rmat ion/work sessions with reports fr om the Select 
'::oP" . .rnittee a.nd suggestions from the Veterans . 

?. 2elect Commi ttee should s end a groun .. • • one from each 
G~ ~~e ~ciur to~ Ve ter ans Organ izations , a membe r of the 
Select Sor:1.rnitt;cc ~nd myself' t;o m~et ··,ith the Viet -
Y"\'U"~Se 2.::rl. get 8. ndirect 11 re?ort . In this m2.nne , the 
~OiiT"'!i.ttee wi.11 "he a½Je to hP_ve first;-1:,r:,r,d irforr19.t i on 
r ~d stil 7. ~, <:, t, · n:'7 th9 Vete-r3.ns that t .. e y n.re e xerting 
~- l ri.eri s11"'e~ t o cccount for t:be T-TT '.'f' . As a U".'li ted 
c ""or··t , i ~ n-iri:r "b e U8efnl to orevent 4;!~e 1l-i_etn~"'1A,·e 
""' '"' 0:'1 mnJr i n::; a 1tJi•.·isi.o ri 1.r,~-:! issue . 

, 
0 n 1°n·11 1!"l i. ~ ci t ·) o-ri ri.11:: L . h 2 ; :'1 " r o ve,~ ':let -rco·-, the 8o·T1-i.. ttee 
~-'"' rl L:-e i. ric:li_v-iu 'l l '-'O"S'-'!1'> " n , Of' t"h.c ri9 ~1.i.lli0n vete r <..ln s 
i_r 1-_i, i" ., n11 '1 h 1 ;7 , nv e .,., ni.•,: :11illi.0'1. 1.:v~l n .,,, _~ to v3ter 'ln:'l 
":· ·-::?r, i " ' '.'..; o n s .:;. t ,:1g n01" - me,1..,ers . sur:lY co!'l.."""lU:1ic Gte 

: 7 L _,, ;;r.e Lr b 1'> oc-1e r8 . -S -; ch or"nn_ 7,~1 t 1 o ri h .'ls ·c. ne:-n 
0 ·"....-; ~·-, . ' 7 i 'l i_ ;:; ,')r, eT"~ on .shoulrl see t 17. at. c. ~t :::-~ .;_s 

- - - - ··- ,. _ _ _ __ , - L -
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HEA (. ". _.RS . 
UNITED STA_TES MILITA fl , _,\... '::" i '~ ;· CE CO M~A!\O · VIET/'-t~M 

. APO SJ.. ~ F F'l ; ;,.. .;~ 9e222 

Office h ;:-d · . ·. - tion 
' \ "t r. ' . 

MACOI 

Captain Arthur R . Hawkins 
OASD (PA) . 
Washington, D. C. 20310 

Dear Captain Hawkins: 

\ ; -:, . : . . . . I 
/ .,.. 

, 
• f • • 

Our friend Alfonso Sellett has completed his trip to Vietnam. During 
his visit he presented a bell"to a Catholic church and orphanage in 
Saigon, distributed his bumper stickers and had discussionR with 
troops in the field to includ"' Fire Base Tomahawk. Approximately 
500 buni{Wr stickers were given to the Yi.siting commander of the 
Pacific Areas Department of the VFW for distribution in Okinawa. 
Mr. Sellett a.lAo taped an interview with Ame'rican Forces Vietnam 
Netwprk concerning his project. 

Mr. Sellett made a courtesy call on General Abrams and presented 
him with a bumper sticker as part of his campaign. General Abrams 
indicated he is vitally interested in any program wh.ich recognizes 
the contributions made by servicemen in Vietnam a.nd ie concerned 
that their achievements and f;acrifices are appreciated when they 
return home. He feels deeply that the troops here deserve the respect 
and apprec:ation of their countrymen. While G€neral Abrams or the 
Command, because of command directives which prohibit displaying 
bumper stickers on military vehicles, can not officially sponsor such 
aproject 1 . it will do what it can to help. 

You could be of great assistance t..o this dedicated man by arrar..ging 
appointments with the people in - the Washington offices of the Big 
Four I think The Legion, VFW, Am Vets· and DAV would be interested 

· as they aheady have programs in bein.g to recognize the Vietnam 
veterans. This pro~ram may be several years late but it behooves 
all of us to make ev1-cry effort to in s ure that our people who have 
served and are serving here r ecei ve -the same appreciation for their 

• 



. ·· service as ·a veteran in any other of our nation's wars. 

Warm Regards, 

~ £~.A 
' ROBERT W. LEONARD 

Colonel, GS 
Chief of Wormation 

l_ 

• 
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Xo!2 t huoc Parish 

Gin dinh • 

Deur Nrs. · Alfonso Sell et, 

·I o.lwnys remember Your kind Husband. How sorry . l wus n<Jt 

tg kn~w his o.dd.ress, u.nd not to be o.ble to write to him, t o convey 

him my best roga.rds n.nd . thunks :f'or having helped me with my sdicio.l 

ac tivities! But how huppy I was to hear f-rom You, .M.rs. Sellet~ Children 

of my orp no.nuge often as ked me where _the good-hi;moured American is, 

o.nd why he wn.s so late to come .I ~answered t h em he hud gone bn.ck 

home . to the U.S.A •• How s~ they were and how mu?h they were in 

des pair !' . They tt1d me to convey to hi~ their warm regards and 

d eep th~nks, if ever I write tc him. T.hey were speo.king !,of him 

so often. Is he better now! Hns he left the hospitnl.Fo.ther Blo, 
und I were moved to tears· when ,o.pout to leo.v'e us ~ your nusbnnd 

kneeling down usked for our blessings. Denr Nrs. Sellet, ill;/ or-

phunuge and church are u nder cons~ructicm now and are lucking so 

miserably . And prices of evcry,t11ing ure souring ter1~ly ~ Our be-
loved Vieti.1./wn has beE:n s o h e[.Lvil~v suffering fr orr: wu1.J ~mor e than 

thirty yea.rs . C! h u:::·itJ activities ur e so necess~.i.rJ _to r e lieve s u f ­

ferinJ> ~sed by war. Al though met with~ lots ef di·ffic 1;i tie s. , we 

go on relievinj people's ~riefs o.nd fuin, which i ncrease on n...'1d on. 

Your husbo.nd and h is friends ho.v e given me ciment, sheet-iron , 

l umbe1' , und so On, wi~l which I have built a thre e~r, i ec c h cus e f 1· 

orphans . I ho.ve s till _ . to bui.fv..i~ u s.cheol to1~ . them. How ho.pry ! 
ar;, whe ~ kno wing your Pn.rish priest, political und religious us-

L . . 
socio.tions c.re intersted i n my humble efforts. · I would be very 

delighted to receive your contributions to my social activities. 

Huy one do.y my unfc r tunn.te. orl)hnns enjoy u ho.ppy l ife thanks to this 

invo.lu::i.ble cor.pe,rntion . J.. l::.nve reminded and shall rert2 ind them. of 

thei11 g enero1Js benefactors and ur ge them to pray fer nl l of you. 

l !~· ... i,ish You , undyour f urnily A Ho.ppy New Year. Plo.y God. bless you 

a.r1!_l !)T .. otect :i oU in eve1':,1thing . 

Deur 10~. Sellet, I nlwuys reme~ber you sc vividly und prny 

.f-Jr yot).. • I wish· Jou -quick rer.over . Will you come to Vi et Nc.m 
. 1 nga:i..n. If so , yot:.--i ,,.,,il l s p end muriy slee;less Eic;hts, und yo11r c!1i~ ~-

ren vill be weeping f or that. ~hat n pity ~ 

Bn.cl o0ed. here th e pictur2 ~ou have sent to me o.nd ene of --=. 
Let's remember one another in Christ . 

~incerely you rs 'i 

Po.:ther .A.n+hony Ch i # )i ,... /'v.____ · 
• V • • ·• · - :. 1/ ;\_ 1-\/7 ___,.v_ • 

. . ,' rv..: r 
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t::;ear Mr. S ellet, 

MO ST REV. PAUl L. SEITZ 

TOA GIAM MVC 

KONTUM 

Coo-Ngvyen Trvng-Phon 

South Viel Nam 

June 7, 1974 

It would not be surprising if Americans never wished to think 
again of Vietna~. So much sacri f1 ce has been made by all of you in 
different ways. •. we who are still . here, however, must carry on rur 
work wi.th God'&· p rote cti_on , and _ try -to· help ;our pe-op le w.ho· have known . 
no peace for s·o many' year~. ·,_ ,r,; · __ · 

~--
. y., . Thousands of the peq_:i,le of my Oiocese are Montagnards. A . •1 

· simple, naturally kind ·people ·or good · character. Many are Christians 
and very strong in their faith. As small farmers they were living 
peaceably in orderly little villages, most of which have been com­
pletely destroyed. 'llley have no leaders _ to represent them and they_ 
now find themselves dispersed to the four winds, without protecticn 
and with. little assistance except what we, and a few others, can · 
give with your financial _help. 

At present we have approxim.ately 93,000 refugees - some are 
starving and others ?re in desperate need 1 of medical attenti.on. 
Unti l. they can find a safe place to re settle we must assist them. 
To provide f·ooa, m~di cal supplies, tools and equipment and schooling 
for the children, ~I es,timate we need at least $1_0,000 a mcnth • . 

_ . complete peace is · still denied to South Vietnam and we wonder if 
--~·.,,; it will ever come. In the .-, meantime, with your encouragement, we can 

'. do much to reunify ·this ChristL.an community and to show our people 
. : _ · they are- not forgot ten by ·their friends • . 

Your dona ti en, large or small, wilL be most gratefully received 
~ and you· .may confi.rm the authenti ci. ty or my- appeal at t he Bank or New 

Hampshire., N~shua. 

Wlea se help us, Mr. Sellet. Co not forge t - t hose o:f us 
who remain in South V1etnain. 

May Goe bless you for your understanding 

1? .s. I am sure you wi 11 
be i nterested to read the 
enclosea letter written 
by one of' my priests to 
his fr.i enc s. 

]? LSs / p 

------------,--

+Faul L. Sei t z 
Bi. sh op of Kon tum 



APRIL 17 was proelaimed Vietnam V~s' Day in N.Y: State oder the. ~e of Gov. 
,Rockefeller. 'The ~an lflC!lution coines after a ·two year effort by Al Sellett (second from R) of 
Walker Valley. 'Ihe Gov.'s Secretary, Robert Douglass (far L) made the 11D.Douncement as Senator 
Jay Rolison, · and M~e Corp League Nat'I Sr. Vke Commandant Gilbert Gray looked on. 

Preservat,o n opy 



·. A· solitary man ·takes ·another step' on his journ~y to find 
American servicemen missing in action in Vietnam. Alfonso -;: 
~I~ of WalkerValley br!)ught his campaign to the South 

lflamese Embassy in Washington last weelc: ,:,,,--/ 
......,Record photo by Chits farl~as 

p afo 



JOHN H. CHTLDS 

OBNHRAL XANAOBR 

PUBLTC RELATIONS 

Mr. Alfons o Sellet 
Walker Valley 
New York 12588 

Dear Mr. Sellet: 

ll: NC. 

KEW YORll , N' . Y. 1001T 

February 22, 1971 

Thank you very much for your note of 
,ebruary 16th and also for the pleasure of having 
met you during your visit to Texaco. 

We have given a good deal of thought to 
t he proposal you made for Texaco's sponsorship of 
the bumper stickers honoring veterans of the Vietnam 
War. While we share with you a deep respect for 
the American servicemen and ·women who have served 
and are serving in the war in Vietnam, we have 
concluded that it would not be appropriate for a 
c ompany such as Texaco t o underwrite this sponsor­
ship. As y ou rec ognized during our talk, this 
is a c ontroversial war and it seems that many people 
find it difficult t o remain objective in their 
thinking ab out it. 

I regret that we are not in a position 
t o pr ovide the assistance you requested, but I 
extend my best wishes for the success of your 
campaign to gain re cognition for the veterans of 
Vietnam. 

Sincerely, ~ 

e>~--4-- IS 

JHC - BMC 



FOR RELEAS'E 
NOON, FRIDAY, JULY 23, 1911 

WASHINGTON: Rep. Hamilton Fish. Jr. today introduced legi!lle.tion wht_ch pro­

poses sµnday, October 17. 1971 be proclaimed 11 Vietnam V terans Day. 11 

The bill introduced by Songressman Fish today is similar to a bill intro-

duced earlier this year that would have named May 12, as a special day to comm • 

orate the veterans of the Vietnam war. The original bill was the first piece of 

legislation the ::::ongressman introduced lri the 92n~ Congress. 

',
11 I reel it is most appropriate that a special day be set aside by thi• co 

try to honor those millions of young Americans who have responded to the c 11 of 

their country, and fought in Vietnam during this the longest war in our natio 'a hia­

tory . " Congressman Fish said. 

According to 2ongressman Fish, the idea of a special "Vietnam Veter 

Day' originated with Alphonso Sellet, a resident of Pine Bush, New York, btmaelf 

a veteran of the Vietnam conflict. 

Earlier, through the efforts of Mr. Sellet, Ulster and Orange and Orange 

Counties celebrated a day of recognition for Vietnam Veterans on October 17, 1970. 

The House Joint Resolution introduced by ':ongressman Fish reads: 

' 'Whereas the Am~rican fighting man has been recognized for the sacrifice• be has 

made in previous wars; 

"Whereas the /lmerican veterans of Vietn-=im have made the same aacrifices at the 

request of our ':ountry; 

nJing and death 01---= 

1 a r.y of our young ~ervicemen; and 
\ 

11 \Vhereas these s2crifices h~ve been made so that the people of Vietnam may enjoy 

the freedom to choosP their own government: Now therefore be it 

''Resolved by the Senate and_the House of F. presentatives ofth4: United 

States of Americ, in_ :ongress assembled. 

"That the President is hereby ;:iuthorized and requested to issue a proclamation 



l 

~,I!!.j o J • Bo:r 1 ing 
To,_ 'imj_te House 
wa~;hington, D .c . 

Jp.nuary 27, 1975 

I h1'lYe just completed a convers tion with my good frie::id, the 
Hc.1.ors?.ble Ham:i.l ton Fi h Jr . , NC, New York who b ief' ~d me of his 
co: t;1.ct ,;,d_th you a.'1.d suggested thn.t I cont-:ict you regarding me ting 
• .. ri th -:: .• .-e- id."'nt :Ford abo11t the vetera.n problems. 

At our Honor Vietnam V te!""'.-n Dkne on Ja.nu-::i.ry 30, 1974, the 
::.:ie::1 Vic - F sid-nt Ge:r3.ld o d promis d to meet with myself and 
-~he rep ~sen tives of the V terans or aniza.tions a...?'l ,.;,eV ...... "'l 
rn "nbers of Cong?' listed on the a.tt .ched memo to di,Luss t· .· 
veter:"'....ns problems and some meaningful solutions of the srune. 

Tbro gho t 
;;!' . T:;.eod~re C • 
~~~ ch ~-eeting. 
ca :.cf-; lled .. 

t .. e ye r , we ave contacted Mr. W _ ren Rusta."l, 
Marrs, a.nd lb:-. Simerad regarding con ... 'irrnation of 

Tentative dates hav. been off :z-ed only to b 

'.:.':10~gh a it tedly, t e y~a;r has held r,,.a..."ly unexpect _d changes 
;:._)r " esi.'.:.e_ t Ford., ·rt. feel the v-ete an issue is, in re<>li;;y, a.."l 

isrr -~e of the grea .... es p-e:?on.-'I _ranee d raust · e de lt with rea.1-
i.st i c~lly :t'ro:n th VEnY TDP. young nan who ;,as giv n th "be t 
ye"l.r:; o ... his lu " is mi.Ty sated ritn the clich.! that "we are 
r~o.. "ed with ma;."l.y proble.:ns in this co mtr.r11

• or 1~he1 .. e a.re issu s or" 
:.10r~ i~_::orta..,.... for "the Pres· dent c at ent~i0n . " 11~h_ ~'1 being told 
t>is is t, e men we all a i·e responsibl_ f'o -- - h _ ga.,,e eve::;rthing in 
o..,. e that thos at home c::1uld . --m~:lnue thei.r :pe:1-ef\d :p • suit . 

D,:;spit th~ m..9.."W adv._r e e~·en s and s e subtle att1.•mpt3 t o 
-:,u t, t~1- various ·r::::te:re...>1' s orga. iza.t ions a::;u.--ider, we retl'E.in ni t i~d 



l~.j m• 1T. Borling 
Page 2 

:!.n purpose . 

There:fore , I respect:fully requ~~t the Pr sident to hold a. meetb
0 

with 
lS at his e rliest possible convenience. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Alf'onso Sell et 



l. A.}i. Vat~ 
2.. 'ht~:rt>....ns of For-eip. ~l?...r~ 
3. Di~~led -~-;;erica.~ Yete!"""....::lS 
4. n.:e-et Rese:-re- A.ssoca.tion 
5- t~i~ Fo~c~ Assoc.ation 
i~il =~~sarre Of:ticer·s Ass¢cistion 
7,. :1:ilit~J C'i12.?la.i:n °,Associaticn 
8,. ~.,;:g . ?lie! Ce,r:? s I.e%"""t!:e 
9 .. 
lO,. 
ll .. 
12. 
13. 
14 .. 
15~ 
16. 
17n 
18 .. 

Nilita;r;r !X~1er of ·the Pt-LJ.fple Ee~.:rt 
C:;.+.holic H~ Vete:tans 
,Jc2;'A'L;h W-a:::- Vet;e~s 
Gold S';~ W.:TI?s 
213.J..it,~J C'.:r.~ of' the -Wc:rld. Wa:r.; 
'.R~t~d Officers ~sociatio:n 
:·r2.tion~ A..s$~ci2.tfo:n Conce'.?"ned Vets 
Bo~..cr Vie-tna:tl Vete.....~,s 
Cong::-ess.io::l2J. ~!£,lal of' Eo.cor Soci~-t.:y 
?~~--zed Vets of ~ice, I:nc. 

1.. Co::13~~ 1::~~j ltcn Fish 
2,. Gon-s-:-e:1;.~ :S.,,.Jl G~ 
3. Co:c:~s:::ia.:n Cb..:e.rl:es 2. 'Wiggins 

1. i .. -s .. &-~a ~e~.i,, ~ru..t 
2.. ?--h"'s~ J"~~ S~llet 



TOTALLY EMBARGOED 
UNTIL 11·:30 A.M., EDT · 

September 16, 1974 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 
. . ,' -----------------------------------------------·-------·----------

' ... . 

.• .. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

FACT SHEET · 

PROGRAM FOR THE RETURN OF VIETNAM ERA 
DRAFT EVADERS AND MILITARY DESERTERS 

: .,. 
. . . . . . . 

.. ' 

· The President ha-s today issued a Proclaniatron and Exe9utive 
Orders establishing a program of clemency for draft evaders· 
an~ mi~itary deserters to commence immediately. This program 
has been formulated to permit these individuals to return to 
American society without risking crimln~i prosecution or in-
carceration for qualifying offenses if they acknowle9ge their 

~ allegian~e to the United States and ~atisfactorily 'ie~vi .·~ -period 
· of alternate civilian service. . · • · : · · · · ·· . . , 

• \ - ~ • : •~ I t • 

The program is designed to conciliate diverge,nt elements of 
American sbciety which· were pola~tzed bi the protracted ·period 
of conscription necessary · to sustain United States activities 
in Vietnam. Thus, oniy those who were delinquent with respect 
to required milit~ry s~rvice between .the date of the Tonkin 
Gulf Resolution (August 4; 1964 ) and the dat~ of withdrawal of 
United States _ forces from Vietnam (March 28, 1973) will be 
eligible. · Further, only the ·offenses of draf_t evasion ·and 
prolonged unauthorized absence fro~ ·military· ~ervice (referred 
to hereinafter as desertion) are covered by the program . 

- Essential features of· the . program are outlined b.elow. 

1. Number of Draft Evaders. There are approximately 15,500 
draft evaders potentially eligible. Of these some 8,700 have . 
been convicted of draift ev·asion:. Approximately 4,350 are uhd~r 
indictment at the present time, of whom so~e ~J060 are listed 
as fugitives. An estimated 3,000 ' of these ar~ in Canada. A 

· further 2,250 individuals are under investiiation ~1th no pend­
ing indictments. · It is estimated :that approximately 130 persops 
are still ser~ing .prison ientence~ ·for draft evasion~ · 

2 . . Number of Military Deserters:.·. ·Desertion,'_ for the . purposep 
of this program, refers to the status, of those mem_bers of ·the 
armed forces who absented themselves from military service . 
without authorization for thirty days or more. During the 

• Vietnam era it is estimat.ed that there were some 500,000 in-
, cidents · of desertion. as so defined. · Of this 500,000 a number 
wer~ charged -~1th offerises other than desertion at the ti~e 
they absented themselves. These ;·other offenses are not within 
the purview of the . clemendy _ P,rogram: r.~r deserters. Approximately 
12,500 of the deserters are still at large of whom about 1,500 
are in Canada. Some 660 deserters ire at ~resent sirving sen­
tences to confinement or are awaiting , trial ·under· the Uniform 
Code of Military Justioe. · , , , ·_ ·-

.• 

3. ~-unconvicted Evadir. Draft ev~ders will report to the U.S. 
Attor ney for the di t rict · in which they allegedly committed 
their offense. · 

Draft evade.rs partic ipating in this program will acknowledge 
their alle giance to the United States by agreeing with the 
United States Attor nr:• to perform alterna t e ~ervice under 
the auspices of the 1.,Jr ector of Selective Service. 

moi:?e 
(OVER) 



Honor Vietnam Veteran's Dinner 
Shoreham Hotel 

January 30, 1974 

A 

Abrams, Gen. Creighton W. DAIS 
Adams, Mr. Wayne 
Adams, Mrs. Wayne 
Alleca, Mr. Anthony 
Alleca, Mrs. Anthony 
Albright, Col. Scott 
Albright, Mrs. Scott 
Arberg, Dr. Harold 
arberg, Mrs. Harold 
Armitage, Mrs. Connie & Guest 
Avadanian, Mr. Berge DAIS 
Avadanian, Mrs. Berge 

B 

Baeckstrom, Mr. Gusta 
Baeckstrom, Mrs. Gusta 
Baroody, Mr. William J. Jr. 
Baroody, Mrs. William J. Jr. 
Berger, Miss K. & Guest 
Blair, Col. M.D. 
Blair, Mrs. M.D. 
Boutelle, Mr. Steve 
Bowser, CSM Myron J. 
Braselton, Mi3s Nancy 
Bray, The Hon. William G. 
Bray, Mrs. ~illiam G. 
Brown, Mr. Mark 
Brownfeild, Brig. Gen. A. R. DAIS 
Burke, The Hon. J. Herbert 
Burke, Mrs. J. Herbert 
Bush, Mr. Orbert DAIS 

C 

Carlton, Col. John T. 
Carlton, Mrs. John T. 
Carpenter, Mr. Willaim 
Carter, Mr. Robert 
Chappell, Aide to The Hon. William V. 
Chasin, Lt. Col. Benjamin H. 
Cherry, Mr. Robert S. 
Chennaul-t, Mrs. Anna 
Claiborne, Mr. Clay 
Claiborne, Mrs. Clay 
Clausen, The Hon. H. Don 
Congressional Medal of Honor Soc. 
Corcoran, Mr. Thomas 
Curcio, Rev. Ralph 

D 

Dailey, Mr. Theodore 
Dailey, Mrs. Theodore 
Daughters of the American Recolution 
Dellums, The Hon. Ronald V. 
Dellums, Mrs. Ronald V. 
Dodson, Mr. Claude 
Dole, The Hon. Robert 
Dorn, The Hon. Wm. Jennings Bryan DAIS 
Dorn, Mrs. Wm. Jennings Bryan 
Dulsk, The Hon. Thaddeus J. 
Dulsk, Mrs. Thaddeus J. 

E 

Eaton, Mr. Robert E. L. 
Eaton, Mrs. Robert E. L. 
Eisenhower, Mrs. Julie Nixon 
Emmerson, Mr. Russ 
Emmerson, Mrs. Russ 

F 

Farlekas, Mr. Chris 
Farrell, Mr. Michael 
Farrell, Mrs. Michael 

DAIS 

Feichner, Mr. Jack F. DAIS 
Feichner, Mrs. Jack 
Fink, Comm. Halsey DAIS 
Fish, The Hon. Hamilton Jr. DAIS 
Fish, Mrs. Hamilton Jr. 
Fish, Secretary of Congressman 
Fish, The Hon. Hamilton Sr. DAIS 
Fisher, Mr. John 
Fisher, Mrs. John 
Fleet Service Association 
Ford, Vice President Gerald R. DAIS 
Forsberg, Mr. Frank 
Fosberg, Mrs. Frank 

G 

Gentile, Mr. Joseph A. 
Gerard, Col. James w. 
Gerard, Mrs. James W. 
Gilman, The Hon. Benjamin 
Gold Star Wives of America 
Goldwater, Senator Barry 
Goldwater, Mrs. Barry 
Gray, Mr. John 
Gray, Mr. Gilbert 
Gray, Mrs. Gilbert 
Gregor, Mr. George 
Gregor, Mrs. George 
Guarino, Mr. Philip A. 
Gurney, Sen. Edward 

DAIS 

DAIS 
DAIS 



Gyllenhaal, Mr. Leonard 
Gyllenhaal, Mrs. Leonard 

H 

Haig, Mrs. Charles Carroll 
Hamilton, Mr. Ted 
Hamilton, Mrs. Ted 
Hammerschmidt, The Hon. John 
Hansen, The Hon. Clifford 
Hartke, The Hon. Vance 
Hartley, Mr. Roney 
Hartley, Mrs. Roney 
Hartnett, Mr. Norman 
Hayward, Mrs. Corine 
Heckler, Margaret M. & Guest 
Heinrichs, Rev. Daniel 
Heinrichs, Mrs. Daniel 
Herring, Mr. Don 
Herring, Mrs. Don 
Higgins, Mr. George 
Higgins, Mrs. George 
Hoar, Mr. Alexander 
Hoar, Mrs. Alexander 

DAIS 

P. DAIS 
DAIS 
DAIS 

DAIS 

Hodkinson, Miss Lorraine & Escort 
Hohmeyer, Mr. Andrew 
Hohmeyer, Mrs. Andrew 
Holt, The Hon. Marjorie S. 
Huie, Capt. Ed. L. 
Huie, Mrs. Ed. L. 
Hunt, The Hon. John E. & Guests 
Hunter, Mr. Edward 

I 

Irwin, Mr. Matthew W. 

J 

James, Lt. Gen. Daniel 
Jenson, Mrs. Carol 
Jewish War Veterns 
Johnson, The Hon. Donald 
Johnson, Mrs. Donald 
Johnson, Gen. Harold K. 
Johnson~ Mrs. Harold K. 
Jones, G. Morgan II 
Jones, Mrs. G. Morgan II 
Jones, Mr. Norman D. 
Jones, Mrs. Norman D, 
Jorgeson, Mr. Theodore M. 
Justus, Dr. Karl B, 
Justus, Mrs. Karl B. 

DAIS 

DAIS 

DAIS 

DAIS 

DAIS 

K 

Kaus, Mrs. Gail 

L 

Lee, Mr. L. Courtney 
Lee, Mrs. L. Courtney 
Lehman, Mrs. Muriele 
Lindsay, Mr. Alexander H. 
Lindsay, Mrs. Alexander H. 
Lockhart , Mr. Raymond L,. 
Lockhart, Mrs. Raymond L. 

M 

McBarron, Mr. Francis X. 
McIntyre, Mr. John 
Mari.iscalco, Mrs. Francis 
Marine Corps League 
Marlow, Mr. Thorne 
Marlow, Mrs. Thorne 
Mayone, Mr. John 
Mayone, Mrs. John 
Merna, Mr. James 
Merna, Mrs. James 

DAIS 
DAIS 

Military Chaplains Association 
Military Order of the World Wars 
Military Order of the Purple Heart 
Miller, Mrs. Elva M. 
Mineo, Dr. Isadore 
Minish, The Hon. Joseph G. 
Montgomery, The Hon . G. V. 
Moore, Mr. Powell A. 
Moore, Mrs. Powell A. 
Morales, Mrs. Mary 
Musa, Musa Eid 

N 

National Association Advancement 
of Colored People 

National Congress of American Indians 
National Federation ' Womens Republican 

Club 
Niemczyk, Co~ Jay 
Niemczyk, Mrs Jay 
Nolan, Mr. Robert W. DAIS 
Nolan, Mrs. Robert W. 
National Ladies Auxilliary Veterans 

of World War I 
National League of Families POW/MIA 



p 

Padden, Mr. John 
Padden, Mrs. John 
Patterson, Mrs. Lorraine 
Paul, Mrs. Priscilla & Guest 
Pendleton, Mr. Brent 
Pendleton, Mrs. Brent 
Pendleton, Mrs. Willard 
Petrozzelli, Dr. Nicholas 
Petrozzelli, Mrs. Nicholas 
Pitcairn, Mr. Michael 
Pitcairn, Mrs. Michael 
Pohlhans, Mr. Francis J. 
Pohlhans, Mrs. Francis J. 
Powers, Mrs. Iris 
Presbrey, Mr. Oliver 
Presbrey, Mrs. Oliver 
Price, The Hon. Melvin 
Price, Mrs. Melvin 
Price, The Hon. Robert 
Price, Mrs. Robert 
Pryke, Rev. Martin 
Pryke, Mrs. Martin 

R 

Raiford, Mrs. Morgan 

DAIS 

DAIS 

DAIS 

DAIS 

DAIS 

Ramage, 'lice. Adm. L. P. USN RET. 
DAIS 

Readers Digest 
Redmile, Postffiaster Thomas 
Redmile, Mrs. Thomas 
Reilley, Gen Edward 
Reilley, Mrs. Edward 
Reserve Officers Association 
Rhodes, The Hon. John J. 
Rhodes, Mrs. John J. 
Ritch, Capt. William N. Jr. 
Ritch, Mrs. William N. Jr. 
Rypcyzk, Mr. Peter 

s 

Sain, Dr. Fletcher 
Sain, Mrs. Fletcher 
Sanchez, Mr. Leon 
S~nche z , Mrs. Leon 
Schermerhorn, The Hon. Richard E. 
Schermerhorn, Mrs. Richard E. 
Scherle, The Hon. William DAIS 
Scherle, Mrs. William 

Schulz, Mr. William 
Schulz, Mrs. William 
Scott, Capt. James 
Scott, Mrs. James 
Scowcroft, Gen. Brent 
Scowcroft, Mrs. Brent 
Sellet, Mr. Alfonso 
Sellet, Mrs. Alfonso 
Sellet, Mr. Michael 
Sluszka, Dr. Sigmond 
Sluszka, Mrs. Sigmond 
Smith, Col. Dean 
Smith, Mrs. Dean 
Smith, Commander 
Smith, Mrs. 
Smith, Mr. Gilbert 
Smith, Mrs. Gilbert 
Stansbury, Mrs. Agnes 
Star, Dr. 
Star, Mrs. 
Stasio, Mr. Anthony 
Stasio, Mrs. Anthony 
Stover, Mr. Frank 
Stover, Mrs. Frank 
Strelechi, Mr. Ernest 
Strelechi, Mrs. Ernest 
Stroud, Mr. Robert 
Stroud, Mrs. Robert 
Sykes, Mr. Robert 
Sykes, Mrs. Robert 

T 

DAIS 

Teague, The Hon. Oline E. DAIS 
Teague, Mrs. Oline E. 
Teamsters Local Union 445 
The Republic of South Korea 

Hon. & Mrs. Kun Park, Minister 
The Pepublic of South Vietnam 

The Ambassador & Mrs. 
Thompson, Mr. Lewis 
Thur~ond, The Hon. Strom 
Thurmond, Mrs. Strom 
Tumble, Dr. Charles E. 
Tumble, Mrs. Charles E. 
Tys0n, Brig. Gen. Robert N. DAIS 

u 

United Service Organization 

V 

Veterans of Foreign War 
Veterans of World War I 
Vietnam Veterans 

Coast Guard •••.•• 5 •• veterans 
Army ••.•••.••••.• 5 •• Veterans 
Navy ••••..••••••• 5 •• Veterans 
Marines •.•••••••• 5 •. veterans 
Air Force ...••..• 5 •. veterans 



Votto, Mr. Michael 
Votto, Mrs. Michael 

w 

Wanczyk, Mr. Vincent 
Wiggins, Mr. Charles E. 
Wiggins, Mrs. Charles E. 
Williams, Mr. Julius 
Witwer, Mr. David 
Wolf, Gen. Alfred L. 
Wolf, Mrs. Alfred L. 
Wrenn, Mr. Patrick C. 
Wrenn, Mrs. Patrick C. 
Wylie, The Hon. Chalmers P. 
Wylie, Mrs. Chalmers P. 
Wyman, The Hon. Louis C. 

y 

Yatron, The Hon. Gus 
Yatron, Mrs. Gus 
Young, The Hon. Edward 

z 

Zehler, Mr. George 
Ziff, Lt. Col. Irwin 
Ziff, Mrs. Irwin 

DAIS 



. . I . , 

:[ t ~ail!! Jrttm'!h 
CITY OF KINGSTON, N. Y., WEDNESDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 20, 1974 SE/vENTEEN -------

HONOR VIETNAM VETS - Alphonso Sellet (standing cen­
ter) an Ulster County resident who was instrumental · in 
establishing "Honor Vietnam Veterans Day'' nationally for 
March 29 , is showp at a recent ·ceremonial dinner in the 
Shoreham Hotel in ' Washington? D .. C., where plans for the 
everit were outlined, Among the many dignitaries present 

to Tecoghize the day . which has been proclaimed by Pres­
ident Nixon, were: (L) • standing, Rep. Hamilton Fish Jr. 
(R-25th Dist.) Gen Chappy James USAF, seated behind the ! 
podium; Sellet ; Gen. ·Creighton Abrams, chief of staff ; Sel­
let's wife·; Joan ; Sen. 'William J. B, Dorn of South Carolina, . 
ch,airman of 1Veteran 's Affairs. 

--------------

Preservation Copy 



,..... - ·-:r- ,r• --, 

COMMITTEE: 

MRS. WILLARD PENDLETON 

CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM SCHERLE 

ALFONSO SELLET 

The Veterans of Vietnam are as fine and gallant as the young 

Americans who rallied to defend this country in all its wars. They helped 

to keep a fair part of the world from totalitarian control. Because of them 

we live in a free count ry today. Yet, with the exception of a small group, 

. they have never received public recognition -- indeed their own communi­

ties were often unaware of their departure, service, or their return. 

For this reason, the Honor Vietnam Veterans Committee is plan­

ning a dinner at the Shoreham Hotel, Wednesday, January 30, 1974 as a 

"kick-off" for parades to be held throughout the nation on March 29, 

1974, the anniversary of our troop withdrawal from Vietnam. This will 

, be a massive salute to all veterans of Vietnam. The dinner is not a fund­

raising affair, rather to solicit your interest and efforts in making the 

March 29th event a resounding patriotic success. 

A formal invitation will follow, but please reserve January 30th 

for 

HONOR VIETNAM VETERANS. 

I 



COMMITTEE: 

MRS. WILLARD PENDLETON 

CONGRESSMAN HAMILTON FISH, JR. 

CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM SCHERLE 

ALFONSO SELLET 

HONOR 
Vll:Tl~AM 

\f I! TI! l~/11~1 !; 

WEDNESDAY 

JANUARY 30, 197 4 

SHOREHAM HOTEL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 



Friends meet on steps of Capitol prior to organizing Honor Vietnam Veterans Committee 
Alfonso Sellet, Mrs. Alfonso Sellet , Mrs. Willard Pendleton, Congressman Hamilton Fish, Jr. 



C) ·' t! ;fl I 
/ _/ /; ~ rJ10.aJ.J1 

···~t,2_RESS 7ii. J. RES. 865 

.~~ '"'~ ~,._ ~\... ll IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

DF.CElIBER 14, 1973 

Mr. ,v1001Ns ( for himself, Mr. ScuEnu:, Mr. FxsH, nnd l\Ir. G1LMAN) inti-ocluced 
the following joint resolution; which was rofel'l'e<l to tho Committee ou 
the Judiciary 

JOINT RESOLUTION 
Authorizing the President to proclaim March 29, 197 4, as 

"Vietnam Veterans Day". 

1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 

2 of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 That the President is hereby authorized and requested to 

4 issue a proclamation designating March 29, 1974, as "Viet-

5 nam Veterans Day", and calling upon the people of the 

6 United States to observe such day with appropriate cere-

7 monies and activities. 

I 



Menu 

Consomme Vermicelli 

Julienne 

Hearts of Celery - Ripe and Green Olives 

* * * * 

Breast of Chicken on Ham 

Potatoes Parisienne 

Broccoli Polonais 

Salad Hearts of Romaine 

Lemon Dressing 

* * * * 

Glace Parisienne 

With Cointreau 

Coffee 



Honor Vietnam Veterans Dinner 

Wednesday, January 30, 1974 Shoreham Hotel 

Welcome .............. . . . MRS. WILLARD D. PENDLETON 

Invocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . THE REVEREND MAR TIN PR YKE 
The General Church of the New Jerusalem 

Bry n Athy n, Pennsylvania 

The Pledge of Allegiance ......................... MICHAEL PITCAIRN 

The Star Spangled Banner . . . . . . MRS. DANIEL W. HEINRICHS 

Music . .... 

Introduction . 

. THE UNITED ST ATES ARMY BAND 

. MEMBERS OF CONGRESS AND DISTINGUISHED FLOOR GUESTS 
Introduced by The Honorable William Scherle 

Member of Congress, Iowa 

Introduction . ................ DAIS GUESTS AND VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS 
Introduced by The Honorable Hamilton Fish, Jr. 

Member of Congress , New York 

A Message from the President of the United States . ... MRS. JULIE NIXON EISENHOWER 
Introduced by Mrs. Willard D. Pendleton 

Principle Speaker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . GERALD R. FORD 
Vice President of the United States 

Introduced by Mrs. Willard D. Pendleton 

Remarks ...................... . ...... MAJOR GENERAL DANIEL JAMES 

Remarks. 

Remarks. 

Assistant Defense Secretary for Public Affairs 
Introduced by The Honorable Hamilto n Fish , J r. 

. .. THE HONORABLE HAMILTON FISH, SR. 
Introduced by The Honorable Hamilton Fish , Jr. 

. . THE HONORABLE WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN DORN 
Member Congress, South Carolina; Chairman Veteran 's Affairs 

Introduced by The Honorable Hamilton F ish , Jr. 

Remarks . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . ... THE HONORABLE DONALD E. JOHNSON 
Adm inistrator of Veteran's A ffairs 

Introduced by The Honorable William Scherle 

Remarks . .......... . .......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ALFONSO SELLET 
Chairman, Honor Vietnam Ve terans 

Introduced by General Harold K. Johnson 
Freedoms Foundation, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania 

Benediction ........... . . . . . THE HONORABLE KARL JUSTUS 
Director Military Chaplains Association 

Battle Hymn of the Republic . ............... THE UNITED STATES ARMY BAND 





7fleSabae 

INDUSTRIES 
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Gen era l Scowcroft 
West ll i ng - l~hite House 
Washington , D. C. 

Dea r Gene ra l Scowcroft: 

-·i:~~ { 
,. 

-~ . ........,_ :· 

Decemb er 17, 1974 

Than k you fo r tak i ng the time out of your hecti c schedu l e to meet with us. 

Th e luncheon at the Capito l Hill Club was a resounding success with 17 veteran 
organizat i on s and severa l membe rs of Congress and Defense Department joining us. 
Mrs. Th eodore Mars represented Anna Chennault who could not be prese11t and the Minis t er 
from the Repub li c of Vietnam was also there. 

We were pleased to have them voice th eir continued support of our efforts. It is 
heartening to have their confidence after this l engthy time . 

I a~ tak ing the liberty of enclos ing the recommend ati ons we presented at the 
l unc he1n an~ at t he Veterans Conference in the Wh ite House t he followin g day. 

Joan was very pl eas ed to be able to at t end t he Medal of Ho nor Ceremony at the 
White House, but you will, no doubt, be hearing from her about t hat . 

Thank you agai n for your cont inued faith, support and fri endshi p. 

~•Ji shi ng you a happy holiday season. 

Sincerely, 



:. S?o~es~an to represent National Vete rans Organizations at t ~2 
~i ;~2st level of t he Exe cutive Branch (President ' s Cabinet ). 

Li2.iso :-1. bet111ee:.:1 
basis 

VA and Veterans organizations 
to VA Administra tor. 

to r eport 

3 . ();.::2.:c terly me2tings wi t:--1 a rrt2m.ber of White House , Pent2.gon anc7 
n· ,-: C · -•-· --o·-- o-:= 00°-'~ houses o·"' v ~·;..c~-,,--s A.cf..,,~ ~s ·1::iluc• ..,, :r:;crabr»- fro 7 ct Vr.,-'-,c,•-ans 
\.....-:.,:..,.__.__•~ LC...,.,. _. • --'- L,..,.1. ,-p-iff/fl .1..._ C "-- -L 0..LJ. J.:-., U....L.t.. / • .- V-, 0.. . h..- . . t ~-l.... • .ll I..;: t_e.L J. 

o rga~~za~lOlliand1ais cuss Veterans proo~erns with tne President. 

4 . ?~ssi2e~t Ford should sit down with a r epresentative from each 
V2-;:,2:c.:.c,. orga:::i zatio n and dis c uss further the matter 0£ A~,~.cs ty. 

S. _-: I..I1. ' s as o f iJece~er 1974: 

1,. 10 0 . fu--n2ric a ::1s listed a:s legal ly dead , but v-,hose remains have:1. ' t 
bee~ found . ~ We have not gotten cooperation from Viet Cong and the 
:-:c:cc~1 Vie tnaraese . No rr.ore reclass i f ic a tion. · 

6 . ?lace Vietnam vete r a ns and o t her perso~s who h ave had exp2rie~ce in 
ti:~s ~ar ' s special frus trations o n advisory boards. Too often, lead ing 
ce,:;-:__--:-,··,E--:i ty and government people serve o~,. bo<-,.rds who don ' t unc.2rs tand 
the S?ecial problems . 

7 . ·_;\1.e 1·.'hi t e House must t a k e the l ead F' carirn; for the Viet Nam Vet . 
~'or t;,.e ~na jority o f A.--nericar.s , the Viet Vet i s till.:~ forgotten man . This 
s~t.uo.tio::1. can cha-.ige only if those in a utho r ity sho-J they respect the 
?:-.:-ic~ t.:1ese rne:-1 paid and are still :?ayin9. 

3 . Presi~eht Ford send to 3ano i and h ave oir s~~rch team , plus a 
rc~resentativa fro8 differ2n~ Veterans o rganizations 
back t~e true facts of our MIA ' s o~cc and £or all. 



HONOR 
VIETl~AM 

VETERANS 
I UI 

on VIETNAM VETERANS DAY 29 March 1974 

With the exception of the special "Homecoming" for 
our returning Prisoners of War, the American public has 
not truly paid tribute to the seven million American Viet­
nam Veterans. We are aware that "Vietnam" was not a 
"popular" war with the American public. (It didn't rate 
too high on the popularity charts of those who had to 
fight it, either.) But does that mean those who fought in 
Vietnam are any the less deserving as a veteran? Cer­
tainly not! 

In Walker Valley, in upstate New York, there was one 
American who not only believed we should honor the 
Vietnam Veteran he set out to do something about it! 
Alfonso Sellet, established the Honor Vietnam Veterans 
Committee. He had an auto bumper decal manufactured 
in the design heading this article. Through driving, 
single-purpose action on his part the idea grew and 
became nationwide. He contacted all of the known veter­
ans and military organizations and by imbuing them 
with his own enthusiasm and dedication he laid the foun­
dation for Congressional action to establish an "Honor 
the Vietnam Veterans Day." 

He lobbied for his dream in the 91st and 92nd Con­
gresses. It takes a long time to build Congressional sup­
port for any idea, even one as patriotic as declaring one 
day to honor those who fought and died in America's 
longest war. Slowly but surely Al Sellet's idea gained sup­
port and in the closing days of the first session of the 93rd 
U.S. Congress, House Joint Resolution 865 passed the 
Congress and was signed into law by President Nixon. 
The new law states: 

R esolved by the Senate and House of Repre­
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the President is 
hereby authorized and requested to issue a proc­
lamation designating March 29, 1974, as 'Viet­
nam Veterans Day ', and calling upon the people 
of the United States to observe such day with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

On the evening of Wednesday, January 30, 1974, a 
"Kick-Off Dinner" for "Vietnam Veterans Day" was 
hosted in Washington, D.C. by the Honor Vietnam 
Veterans Committee. Several hundred Americans 
attended and at each table were Vietnam Veterans as 
guests of the Committee. The dignitaries on the dais, 

joining in the tribute to these veterans, included GEN 
Creighton W. Abrams, U.S.A., Army Chief of Staff, 
LGEN Daniel L. "Cqappie" James, U.S.A.F. , VADM 
Lawson P. Ramage, U.S.N. (Ret.), U.S. Rep. Hamilton 
Fish, Jr., U.S. Rep. William Scherle, U.S. Rep. Wm. 
Jennings Bryan Dorn, Chairman, House Veteran 's 
Affairs Committee, the Honorable Donald E. Johnson, 
Administrator of Veteran's Affairs, Mrs. Julie Nixon 
Eisenhower and Vice President of the United States 
Gerald R. Ford. In addition to these distinguished Amer­
icans, senior representatives of twenty-hine national 
veteran and patriotic organizations were also seated at 
the two-tiered dais. 

The Honor Vietnam Veterans Committee urges every 
American to participate in a public tribute to Vietnam 
Veterans on Saturday, 29 March 1974. Shipmate 
National President Marvin Silverman, F.R.A., calls on 
all Fleet Reserve Association Branches to either originate 
their own plans or cooperate with other local veterans' 
groups in this endeavor. The Shipmates of the Fleet 
Reserve Association and the Ladies of its Auxiliary have 
honored patriotic holidays in vai:ious fashions to keep 
our American heritage alive and growing. The Vietnam 
Veteran is a vital part of that heritage and we must honor 
him in the same manner and to the same degree that we 
honor our other veterans. Make the F.R.A.'s thanks and 
appreciation obvious to the Vietnam Veteran on 29 
March 1974. 

Friends meet on steps of Capitol. Organizers of Honor Viet­
nam Veterans Committee Alfonso Sellet and his wife (left) 
chat with Mrs. Willard Pendleton and Congressman Hamilton 
Fish, Jr. 
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F.R.A. 
TRAVEL 
SERVICE 

* RUSSIA-18-26 April. East coast departure flight is 
sold out . Standby reservations only. 
-1 May. Leaving Los Angeles for 9 days, touring 
Moscow and Leningrad via Aeroflot. Air, tours, 
hotel , for $720/ person. 

* SPAIN - 13-21 May. Leaving Washington / Dulles to 
Madrid , staying at the Hotel Agumar. Air & land ar­
rangements, $319/ person based on double occu­
pancy. Limited number of reservations available -
first come , first served . 

*MEXICO CITY-31 May-7 June. Leaving Washing­
ton / Dulles, staying at the Chateaux Royal, formerly 
the Hilton. Air & land arrangements, $210/ person . 
Limited number of reservations. 

*O-DAY TOUR-31 May-15 June. Leaving Washing ­
ton /Dulles for two weeks in Paris with tours and ho­
tel, including trip to Normandy, commemorating 
the 30th Anniversary of the June 6th D-Day land­
ings in France - 1944/ 1974. $547/ person. 

* AFRICA-22 June. New York City to Kenya and Tan­
zania for 16 days. Round trip jet, luxury hotels/ 
lodges and safaris through East Africa's big game 
country. $1,380/person, double occupancy . Other 
departure dates: 8/ 17 and 9/28. 

* ATHENS-26 May-9 June. Leaving Washington / 
Dulles directly to Athens, Greece . Basic air fare of 
$290/ person plus your choice of one of four delight­
ful tours of Greece: Classical Tour; Highlights of 
Greece; Classics & Wine Tour and Eastern Mediter­
ranean Cruise . 

*ORIENT - Leave San Francisco for 18 day tour to 
Tokyo, Seoul, Taipei, Hong Kong , Bangkok and 
Honolulu . All inclusive fee of $1,251.25 per person 
based on double occupancy; round trip jet flights & 
tours included . Departure dates : 4/ 23, 6/25, 8/6. 

* ROME - 18 May-1 June. Leave Washington / Dulles 
direct to Rome, Italy. Basic air fare of $260/ person 
plus your choice of one of three delightful tours of 
Italy. 

* EASTERN EUROPE-20 June. Leave Washington / 
Dulles for 15 nights to Prague, Budapest and Vien­
na. $602/ person , double occupancy. 

* TOURS - The ai r fares on these tours are subject to change depending 
upon fuel pr ice increases. 

CRUISES- From San Francisco/LA. to the South 
Pacific , 69 days including Japan, Hong Kong and 
Highlights of the South Pacific. Super Luxury ship 
on the Royal Viking Star. From $3,481 and up . 
-A 36 day cruise aboard the m/ s Kungsholm, visit­
ing Portugal, France , England, Scotland, Wales and 
the Azores. Originates San Francisco, stops L.A., 
Pt. Everglades, leaves NYC 23 April. 
- 7-32 days. Leaves from S.F. & L.A. Alaska , Mexi­
co, and Pt. Everglades. West Coast departures only. 
Aboard the Princess Cruise Lines. From $~20-$1190. 
- There are weekly 7 day cruises through the Carib­
bean from San Juan upon request. 

HOTEL DISCOUNTS-Marriott Hotels offers mem­
bers special rates with their Government/ Military 
Plan (GMP) . Notification that you are making a mili­
tary reservation must be given at the time of reser­
vation and presentation of a military ID card is re­
quired on check-in . Reservations may be made by 
calling toll free: 800-228-9290. 
-Adda Hotels have agreed to provide special rates 
to our members at their fine hotels in London, Paris 
and Amsterdam in conjunction with our charter 
flights to England and the Continent . 
- Port O' Nations Travelodge in Winter Park, Flo­
rida offers special discounts to our members. A re­
laxing place on Lake Kilarny with complimentary 
fishing boats & rods. Navy Base with Commissary, 
PX, etc., is 3 miles away. Also convenient to Auto­
train and Amtrak. 45 min . away from Disney World . 

AUTO RENTAL-Special pre-discounted, unlimited 
mileage rentals for autos rented by members travel­
ing overseas as well as the Continental U.S., are 
available on an advance reservation basis with Avis. 
Applications for an Avis Executive Credit Card are 
available through our Travel Service . 

For information , write or call : 

FRA TRAVEL SERVICE 
P.O. Box 2116 

Arlington , Virg inia 22202 

(202) 333-0120 

NOTE: To speed up service , please enclose a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope . 

Good News, Bad News for Military Vacationers 
Service families traveling and vacationing this year can 

expect to spend considerably more time getting from 
point to point, according to the Military Travel Guide. 

In addition to waiting in line for gasoline and re­
stricted weekend travel , the major change that can be 
anticipated is less night driving. Most gasoline stations 
are closing earlier. Fewer automobile emergency and re­
pair facilities are open after dark. Previously many 
motels on busy routes had vacancies until midnight; now 
they are often sold out before dark. Motel managers ad­
vise all motorists to plan and call ahead for reservations. 

There's good news, however, More economical lodging 
is available throughout the United States. In spite of the 
1973 installation closures, there are many more military 
billets available for service personnel and their families 
this year than ever before. 

Many guest houses, lodges , Army & Navy Travel 
Camps, Family Camps and billets in general have opened 
or been made available by the Services. There are also 
more civilian hotels and motels providing "military dis-
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counts". Prices in the civilian hotels and motels are more 
erratic, however. 

Each year statistics of the annual travel picture faced 
by service families have been gathered by Military Travel 
Guide which surveys all major military installations in 
CONUS and over 15,000 hotels and motels which may 
offer "military discounts". Approximately 1,400 hotels 
and motels offer discounts to service personnel (active 
and retired) and their families each year. 

Military Travel Guide has recently published its 
seventh edition. Copies of the Military Travel Guide can 
be purchased by writing: Military Travel Guide, P.O. 
Box 9654, Washington , D.C. 20016. Single copies $1.50 
Third Class Mail and $2.25 for Air Mail. 

0 

REMEMBER-
You only have until 20 March to 
enroll in the Survivor Benefit Plan . 

I 



RonaldRftag~ -­
P.O. Box 24016 
Loa L.ngeles , Cal. 90024 

Dear Mr. Re agan : 

Walker Valley , 
New York 12588 
1mril 1 , 1976 

It was inspiriting to listen to your message last nite. For 
over six years we h av e been striving to help the Vietn am Vet­
eran~ The young meP- who answered the call end served their 
~ountry so wel l in Vietnam deserve recognition ~~d be tter 

p•~ treetment th&n they have been given. _ ·---

It is time we restore HONOR to our milit ary and PRIDE in our 
n ation; ending governmmant corruption snd welfare abuses. ,i e 
believe you can and .!!!ll do it------~- we're counting on you 11 

Wish we could contribute more , but if we c an assist you in r..ny 
way, ple ase call (914) 94~.-2631. 

Sin~arely , 

4lforiso Sellet 
Ch e.i l"'I!l an 

/4/? 7 ;:z;i._ 

~~~, 

~;/ ~4u.tt--,,. 

...... 

/ll /// 

1/u:r, .:«-

I 
I 
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RESUME OF 
Alfonso Sellet 

EMPLOYMENT 

P.O. Box 77 
Walker Valley. N. Y. 12588 

Phone (914) 744 -e631 

1964-1979 County of Ulster, Kingston, New York 
Supervisor Buildings 

1968-1970 U. S. Air Force/ Served in Vietnam 
19~8-1963 Montgomery Ward 

Department Supervisor 
1953-1958 K.H. Werber Co. 

Partmer in company specializing in Federal, State and 
City contracts 

1950-1953 U. S. Army/ Served in Korean Conflict 
1947-1950 U.S. Postal Service, NYC office 
1945-1947 Student at Pratt Institute Brooklyn, N. Y. 
1941-1945 U.S. Army/ Served in the ETO during WWII 

Most of the civilian employment above entailed my super­
vision of a dozen or more employees and inspection of jobs and 
"trouble-shooter". 

EDUCATION 

Graduate Brooklyn High School 
Pratt Institute, Brooklyn (2 years, mechanical engineering) 
U.S. Army Service Schools: Engineer School, Ft. Belvoir, Va. 

U.S. Engineer Extension Courses 

Age: Born October 
Marita&: Married, 
Resid.Bnce: Own Home 

Pe:HSONAL 

12, 1920 
two sons . 

Affiliations: VFW, Americal Legion, Am Vets Disables Am. Vets 
-;o .- ... - MtLt~AflY 8e:HVI6e:· 
U.S. ARMY Sept. 1941-0ct. 1945 (WWII, ETO) 

Decorations: Bronze Star with "V" for Valor 
Presidential Citation 

U.S. ARMY RESERVE 1947-1950 
U. S. ARMY 1950-1952 Served in Korean C&nflict 
U. S. AIR FORCE RESERVE 1957-1968 
U. S. AIR FORCE 1968-1970 Berved in Vietnam 

Decorations: Air Force Commendation 
Discharged with Service Connected Disability. 
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RESUME OF 
Alfonso Sellet (Continued) 

crvic ACTIVITIES 

Past President/Founder Shawangunk Homeowners' Association 
Town Counciaan 1970-1974 
Member:Americ~ Legion, VFW, Disabled Am Vets, Lifetime Member/ 

Member at Large Am Vets _ _Air For~e Sgt Asaoo 
}f ational Chairman Honor Vietnam' Ve1:erana/ Vi-etnam Veterans Day 
CETA Adviso~Committee Veterans Orginizations 

~ I 

197 2 Returned to Vietn Elll on "morale bolstering" tour visiting all 
main military bases and fire bases of 101st Airborne Division. 
Consulted with Gen. Creighton Abrams re: morale of troops and the 
performance of the Vietmam soldiers. 

Dec. 12, 1974 Participated in White House conference meeting of 
top staff members and V. ~- Administrator presenting views and 
problems on Veterans' Affairs 

Chairman seven meetings of lJ National Veterans' organizations, 
'..vhite House Aides, Pentagon officials, Congressional Leaders at 
Capital Hill Club, Washington, D. c. discussing MIA and Veterans 
Affairs 

Affiliated and worked with VIVA founder Mrs. Douglas Coppin and 
League of families Chairman Allbright re: MIAs 

August 1976 represented the staff of the House Select Coillrrlittee 
on Missing Persons in Southeast Asia at the National Convention 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
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.. 
HENRY B . GONZAL~-• TEX. , PAULN. MCCLOSKEY , J .. . , CALIP', 

BENJAMIN A . GILMAN, N .Y. 

TENNYSON GUYE R, OHIO 
u,,. _.JQI;!,_.., JQSEPH MOAKL~ Y, MASS . 

PATRICIA &CHROEOER, COL.0. 

RICHARD L. OTTT,..GER, N .Y. 

TOM HARKIN, IOWA 

JIM LLOYD, CALIF. 

Mr . Alfonso Sellet 

W.gs,. 1!,ou.se of lt\epre.sentatibt~ 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON MISSING PERSONS 

IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

ROOM 3334, HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING ANNEX 2 

Ma~ington, 1!l.<IC. .20515 

NINETY- FOURTH CONGRESS 

G. V. MONTGOMERY, MISS., CHAIRMAN 

August 11 , 1976 

Walker Valley, New York 12588 

Dear Al : 

On behalf of the House Select Committee on Missing Persons 
in Southeast Asia, it is my pleasure to ask you once again to re­
present the staff at the National Convention of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars . I would appreciate it if you would inform yourself 

J . ANGUS MAC DONALD 
STAFF DIR ECTOlt 

(202) 225-57 45 

of the key issues under consideration by the Select Committee, the 
present status of committee efforts, and the courses of action tha t 
may be followed by the committee in the coming months, in order that 
you may respond to questions from members of the VFW that may be 
asked of you ;-

Please carefully restrict any comments you make to matters we 
have discussed, as you did so well on t h e previous occasion in which 
you represented us. In the event that any unique questions arise , 
please do not hesitate to call upon me, and I will furnish whatever 
support you may require . Should any VFW members wish to receive 
copies of the committee hearings, provide my staff with the mailin g 
address, and we will forward t he desired copies. 

JAM : j s 

Sincerely , 

<: .. ~-A<:.~-~ 
~ - J . ANGUS MACDONALD 

Staff Director 



MRS . ANNA CHENNAULT 

VlCE. PRE:S IOENT 

INTERNATION.-.L AF"F"A I RS 

THE 1=-1_)'//V(i T/Ci/EI~ /_//VIE INC 

Dear Joan: 

10 2 0 INVESTMENT BUILDING 

I S I I K ST R E ET, N . W . 

WAS H I N GT O N, 0 - C . 2 0 0 0 S 

l202) 347-0S16 

April 4, 1974 

I want to thank you for including me last week 
for lunch with the Veterans. You and Al are to 
be commended for your constant and dedicated 
efforts. You have done much to focus attention 
on our Veterans, and your work is appr eciated. 

Thanks, too, for the Naval Affairs magazine 
with the Vietnam Veterans Day write-up. 

These are extremely busy days, and I'm rushing 
in and out of Washington frequently. The energy 
crisis has made problems for everyone, particu­
larly the airline business. 

Keep up your good work. My best wishes are with 
you. 

With warm regards to you and Al, 

Sincerely, 

c~--
Anna Chennault 

Mrs. Alfonso Sellet 
Walker Valley, New York 12588 
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HAMILTON FISH, JR. 

28TH DISTRICT, NEW YORK 

DIST RICT OFFICES: 

K INGSTON OFFICE 

292 FAIR STREET 12401 

P HONE, 914- 331-4466 

HUDSON OFFICE 

509 WARREN STREET 12534 

PHONE, 518-828-6960 

DELHI OFFICE 

72 MAIN STREET 13753 

PHONE, 607-746-2752 

Qtongrtss of tbt llnittb ~tatts 
1!,ou~e of l\epre~entatibe~ 

mla.sbington, :lD.~. 20515 

March 17, 1971 

Mr. Alfons o Sellet 
Walker Valley 
New York 

Dear Al: 

Enclosed is t he response I have received fr om 
the Post Office Depart ment citing the reasons why it does 
not feel it is advisable a t this time to issue a stamp 
in honor of "Vietnam Veterans." 

It is unfortunate that this appears to be a 
final decision on their part. Please be assured that I 
did all that I could to achieve a favorable response. 

HF:Cnl 

Enclosure 

Kindest regards. 

Sincerely , 

Hamilton Fish, Jr. 
Member of Congress 

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

WASHINGTON STAFF : 

JOHN D. BARRY 

ADMINISTRATI VE ASSISTANT 

MARIAN G . CLOW 

ExECUTIVE SECRETARY 

AVA H . ELY 

PERSONAL SECRETARY 

ALAN F. COFFEY 

LEGISLATIVE ASS IS TANT 



.. 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT 
THE EXECUT IVE ASSISTANT TO THE POSTMASTER GENERAL 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 202~ 

MAR 12 1971 

Dear Congressman Fish: 

Thank you for your letter of March 1 in behalf of 
Mr. Alfonso Sellet concerning the issuance of a stamp to 
honor the Vietnam Veterans, in accordance with his design. 

We appreciate Mr. Sellet' s suggestion and his design is 
most interesting. 

As information, a 5¢ Servicemen-Savings Bonds commemo­
rative was is sued on October 26, 1966 and a 6¢ Disabled 
American Veterans and American Prisoners of War was 
issued on November 24, 1970. We feel that these stamps 
paid tribute to all our servicemen. 

Since there are requests on file in this office for more than 
3,000 different subjects, many of which have been pending 
for a long time and are worthy of consideration for postal 
honors, it does not seem advisable to issue another stamp 
at this time on a subject which has already received recog­
nition. 

We are returning Mr. Sellet 1 s design, as requested. 

Your interest in this particular stamp is appreciated. 

Honorable Hamilton Fish, Jr. 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

~~~~ 
Congressional Liaison Officer 



.... . 
\MILTONFISH,JR. 
JTH D1SIRICT, New YORK 

015TRICT OFFICES: 

KINGSTON OFFICE 

9:': FAIR STRCCT 1240t 

PHONE, 914- 331 -~4GG 

HUDSON OFFICE 

I WARRCN STREET t2534 

PHONE, 518-32S-6960 

DELHI OFFICE 

2 MAIN STRCCT 13753 

PHONC, 607-746-2752 

J~ou%e of l\epre.sentatibez 
ffia~bittgtott, ~ .<lC:. 20515 

March 17, 1971 

Mr. Alfonso Sellet 
Walker Valley 
New York 

Dear Al: 

Enclosed is the response I have received from 
t he Post Of fice Department citing the reasons why it does 
not feel it is advisable at this time to issue a stamp 
in honor of "Vietnam Veterans." 

It is unfortunate that this appears to be a 
f inal decision on their part . Please be assured that I 
did all that I could to achieve a favorable response. 

HF:Cnl 

Enclosure 

Kindest regards. 

Sincerely, 

{ 
l I , . 

~-6, h--

Hamilton Fish, Jr. 
Member of Congress 

JUDICIAR Y COM 1.11TTEE 

WASHINGTON STAFF: 

JOHN D. BARF<Y 

ADMIN1 5TRATIVC ASSISTANT 

MARIAN G. CLOW 

EXCCUTIVC SECRCTARY 

AVA H. ELY 

PERSONAL SECRETARY 

ALAN F. COFFEY 

LEGISLATIVE ASSlSTANT 

I 1 



POST OFFICE DEPARTME!'C 
T HE EXE CUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE POSTMAST ER GENERAL 

WASHIN GTON, D. C. 20260 

D e ar Cong ressman Fish: 

Thank you for your letter of March 1 in behalf of 
M r. Alfonso Sellet c oncerning the issuance of a stamp to 
h onor the Vietnam Veterans, in accordance with his design. 

We a pprec i ate Mr . Sellet' s suggestio n and his design is 
mo st interesting. 

As i nformation, a 5¢ Servicemen- Saving s Bonds commemo ­
rative was issued on October 26, 19 66 and a 6¢ Disable d 
Americ a n Veterans and American Prisoners of War was 
is s ued on November 24, 1970. We feel that these stamps 
p aid tribute to all our se r vicemen. 

Since there are requests on file in this office for more than 
3,0 0 0 different subjects, many of which have been pending 
for a long time and are worthy of consid eration for postal 
h on ors, it does not seem advisable to issue another stamp 
a t this time on a subje ct which has already received re cog ­
n ition. 

We are returning Mr . Sellet 1 s design, as requested . 

Your interest in this particular stamp is appre c iated . 

H onorable H a milton Fish, Jr . 
Hou s e of Representatives 
Washington, D . C . 20515 

Sincerely, ~ ') 
i /) / 

'kJ-{k \ (}'~ 
tfJ ohn W. Powell 

C ongressional Liaison Officer 



HONOR THE VIE 

The Citizens' Advisory Connnittee VETERANS 

Gentlemen: 

On opening day of the 92nd Congress, Hamilton Fish, 
Congressman, N. Y. District 28, introduced legislation t o 
Honor the Vie t nam veteran and requesting President Nixon to 
name Ma y 22, 1971, Honor the Vietnam Veteran Day . The enact­
ment of this legislation is a near certainty. 

The foundation for Congressman Fish's bill was a 
pa rade and celebration October 17, 1970, to pay tribute to the 
men who courageously served their country and was attended by 
over 10,000 persons. Since that time there have been letters 
and newspaper articles by the hundreds acknowledging the need 
for recognition of these brave men - AND NOT ONE DISSENT! 

Therefore, it is with great humility that I am in­
c l uding a copy of the emblem we are using to promote this 
movement to show our appreciation to a loyal generation of 
Americans. 

I am taking the liberty of enclosing a sampling of 
pertinen t information from newspapers, county legislatures, 
and l e tters from servicemen in Vietnam for your perusal with 
the confidence that, after due consideration, you will agree 
that a U. S. Postage Stamp honoring these men is indeed 
appropriate. 

p. s. 

Hoping for an early affirmation, I am, 

Sincerely, 

!UJJL4' 

Will you kindly return the enclosures 
when you have finished with them? 

Thank you . 



The Citizens' Advisory Connnittee 

Gentlemen: 

On opening day of the 92nd Congress, Hamilton Fish, 
Congressman, N. Y. District 28, introduced legislation to 
Honor the Vietnam veteran and requesting President Nixon to 
name May 22, 1971, Honor the Vietnam Veteran Day. The enact­
ment of this legislation is a near certainty. 

The foundation for Congressman Fish's bill was a 
parade and celebration October 17, 1970, to pay tribute to the 
men who courageously served their country and was attended by 
over 10,000 persons. Since that time there have been letters 
and newspaper articles by the hundreds acknowledging the need 
for recognition of these brave men - AND NOT ONE DISSENT! 

Therefore, it is with great humility that I am in­
cluding a copy of the emblem we are using to promote this 
movement to show our appreciation to a loyal generation of 
Americans. 

I am taking the liberty of enclosing a sampling of 
pertinent information from newspapers, county legislatures, 
and letters from servicemen in Vietnam for your perusal with 
the confidence that, after due consideration, you will agree 
that a U. S. Postage Stamp honoring these men is indeed 
appropriate. 

P. S. 

Hoping for an early affirmation, I am, 

Will you kindly return the enclosures 
when you have finished with them? 

Thank you. 



October 16, 1978 

Dear Sir: 

The Vietnam war, though a n unpopular war with the American publ ic 
was fought by over · 2~ million of her brave young men and women . 
Thes e patriots suffered and died while a divided country debated the 
merit s of our involvement . Some returned home , wounded in body and 
spiri t with mixed emotions over their participation in the war ; some 
returned under the flag they died for - and , - some have yet to come 
home ! 

It would be a fitting tribute t o al l those who answered their 
country 's cal l if a postage stamp of HONOR VIETNAM VETERANS were 
issued to commemorate the valor of their young men . The enclosed 
bumper sticker tru ly symbolizes their involvement since it depict s a n 
American flag , a white GI, a black GI , the Vietnam service ribbon and 
the slogan HONOR VIETNAM VETERANS. 

On March 1, 1971, Congressman Hami lton' Fish , Jr. wrote to the Post 
Office Dept . on our behalf suggesting just_ such a st amp . Since tha t 
time numerous other Senators and Congressmen have written and 
petitioned the Stamp Advisor y Committee requesting a stamp be issued 
of the bumper s ticker. 

The opinion of the Committee that "more than 3,000 different 
sub j ect s" are on fil e "which are worthy of consideration" does no t 
seem pertinent, when one properly assesses the sacrifice of these young 
men and women. 

It is our hope that you will give this matter your careful considera­
tion and help to issue a commemorative st amp to HONOR VIETNAM VETERANS . 

Thank you . 
Sincerely , 

National Chairman 
Honor Vietnam Veterans 



BOD DOLE 
KANSAS 

Mr. Al Sellet 
Box 77 

WASHINGTON, O .C . 2.0510 

May 18, 1978 

Walker Valley, New York 12588 

Dea,r Mr. Sellett: 

STANDING COMMITTEESt 

AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION. ANO FORESTRY 

BUDGET 

FINANCE 

SELECT AND SPECIAL COMMITTEE, 

NUTRITION AND HUMA,_. NE£0S 

Thank you for advising rre of your continued interest in the issuance 
of a cx:mrerrorative starrp in honor of the Vietnam Veteran. 

As you requested, I contacted the Citizen's Stamp Advisory Carmittee 
.. to urge that your proposal be given serious consideration. 'Ihe re­
sp::>nse I have receivecl is enclosed for your interest and information. 

Although the 1979 starnp program is nearly carpleted, I was pleased 
to note that your profX)sal w:iJl be given consideration as the 1980 
and future startp prqrrams are developed. 

Again, thank you for contacting rre. It was a pleasure .. to be of as­
sistance in th.is matter, and I hope you will continue to let rre know 
whenever I may be o:t;: service. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~re 

BD:sw 
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. .., 

OFFICE OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Honorable P..obert Dole 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Dole: 

May 10, 1979 

This is in response to your letter of April 19 addressed 
to the Citizens' Stamp Advisory Committee on behalf of 
Hr. Al Sellet of Walker Valley, concerning his interest 
in a co~e~~rative sta~p honoring Veterans of the Vietna1:1 
War. 

The proposal fo~ this staI:'lp has been brought to the atten­
tion of the Citizens' Stamp Advisory Committee and will be 
given consideration as future stamp prograr:is are developed. 
At the present time, the 1979 program is nearing co1.1pletion 
and the Committee is working on the 1980 program. Your 

·constituent•s- ·expression of interest has been made a part 
of •- the Committee' s records. 

I should note that each year we receive thousands. of requests 
for stamp subjects, but only a very few stamps can be issueo. 

i_consequently, the- vast majority of suggested subjects-­
including many which are quite meri torious--cannot, of neces­
sity, result in a stamp. We regret this, but the limitations 
of the stamp program permit no other course of action. 

Sincerely, 

' Paul Van Coverden 
Senior Representative 
Gover~~ent Relations Depar'bnent 
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