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TENN IETNAM VETERANS 
EADERSHIP PROGRAM, INC. 

October 11, 1983 

Ed Rollins 
Assistant to the President 

for Political Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Rollins: 

This is a follow-up to Sam Bartholomew's letter of September 
30, 1983, regarding tentative pians for the "Forgotten Man 
Jam. II 

Enclosed please find a copy of Tommy Cash's recording of "The 
Forgotten Man," one of the best songs about Vietnam, in my 
opinion. Artist's royalties are being donated to our Memorial 
Fund. 

Also enclosed is a clipping from the 10-6-83 edition of the 
Nashville TENNESSEAN, which includes General William Westmo re­
land's opinion of the record and plans for the "Forgotten ~-1an 
Jam." 

Prior to Sam 1 s discussion with you and others regarding the 
"Forgotten Man Jam," we (TWLP) reserved Nashville's Munic i pal 
Auditorium (seating-9,000 plus) for Sunday, December 18, 1983, 
for a 2:00-10:00 P.M. concert. · 

To date, Johnny Cash, Tammy Wynette, Tommy Cash, Jan Howard 
(Grand Ole Opry star who lost a son in Vietnam), General 
William Westmoreland, Gener al Le wis Walt and several mid-le vel 
Country Music performers have committed to participate on 
December 18. 

We are pursuing Dolly Parton, Bob Hope, the Gatlin Brothers, ~ 

Tom T. Hall and several other ''headliners.'' 

As more stars commit to participate, we will publicize this as 
a national event through the media, Country Music channels, 
the WLP and Veterans organizations networks. 

Third Floor/215 8th Avenue North/Nashville, Tennessee 37203/(615) 741-2345 
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The - "Forgotten Man Jam" will be sponsored by the TVVLP, with 
assistance from Country Music entertainers. We feel an appropriate 
sub-title would be "Country Music's National Tribute to Vietnam 
Veterans." Proceeds will go to the TVVLP Memorial Fund to erect 
a monument to Tennessee's 49 ,000 'Nam vets, and to memorialize the 
1,287 from this state who gave their lives in Southeast Asia. 

As Sam indicated, the exposure should be tremendous. Also, if 
necessary, we can rearrange the event around the President's 
schedule, but we will need input on potential dates as soon as 
possible. 

I respectfully request that , initially, consideration be given 
to the feasibility of the President attending on December 18 , 
as entertainers will begin their tour schedules shortly after 
first of the year. 

However, we are prepared to regroup and plan around another date, 
if December 18 is an impossible date for the President's p a rtici­
pation. 

Sincerely, 

~ Tucker 
Executive Director 

FT/c 

cc: Sam Bartholomew 
Joe M. Rodger s 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

-
MEMORANDUM FOR FRED RYAN 

FRa-1.: 

DATE: 

RE: 

'°'1 MARGAREI' TU'IWILER ~ 

Octol:er 18, 1983 

A'ITAOIED RWJE,ST FOR TENNESSEE VIEI'NAM 
VETERANS IEADERSHIP PRCGRAM, INC. 

Fred, would you handle· this? We have sent an "fyi" 
ropy to Morton Blackwell. 

Thanks much • 

./cc: r.brton Blackwell 



l(Jl()r\J 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20525 

• 
Morton Blackwell 
Speccial Assistant to the President 
'!he \'mite Ibuse 
Washington, OC 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

October 14, 1983 

As you kno.v, the Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program (VVLP) is a 
federal initiative administered by ACTION, the national volunteer agency. 
The program encourages successful Vietnam Veterans nationwide to volunteer 
t_neir time, effort and creative leadership to help solve sane of the 
problems still faced by sane of their fello.v veterans. 

Since the beginning of the program in Septanber 1981, 50 local 
programs have been established around the country. Close to 3, 000 
unpaid volunteers, alrrost all of whan are Vietnam veterans, have stepped 
forward and given well over 100,000 hours of volunteer time to solving 
the problems of their fellow veterans and derconstrating the leadership 
ability of Vietnam veterans. 

Approximately t-wo rronths ago we began circulating an infonna.tion 
sheet periodically to the key manbers of this volunteer netw::>rk. '!he 
rrost recent copy of the news sheet is enclosed along with a digest of 
items contained in earlier editions. 'lb help keep you informed of 
VVLP 1 s progress, we will send you copies of upcani.ng editions as well. 

We thank you for your support and look forward to continued coopera­
tion in our efforts to benefit veterans and the country they served. 

Sincerely; 

Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 

Enclosures 

FOSTER GRANDPARENT PROGRAM • YOUNG VOLUNTEERS IN ACTION • SENIOR COMPANION PROGRAM 
RETIRED SEN IOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAM • OFFICE OF VOLUNTEER LIA ISON • VOLUNTEER DRUG USE PREVENTION PROGRAM 
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VIE'mAM VETERANS LEADERSHIP PROGRAM UPDATE 

ARKANSAS WLP IN JOB-A-TIDN 

The Arkansas VVLP, in conjunction with the local Vet Center, State Enployment 
Security division, and the ABC TV affiliate in Little Rock sp:nsored a three­
hour job-a-thon on August 16, 1983. It was reported that over three. hundred 
contacts -were nade during the broadcast and that at least ooe hundred and 
fifty jobs were secured • 

. 
NEW YORK WLP CCM1ENDED BY SBA 

The Ne\t1 York City VVLP was recently camended by the U.S. 9nall Business 
Administration (SBA) for its support and "substantial contriootion" to an 
SBA. Veterans Small Business and Net\toOrking Conference. 

On the first day, the conference attracted 400 Vietnam veterans who -were 
interested in starting their 0tm rusinesses. On the second day, al:x>ut 
300 Vietnam veterans who are already business owners attended. 

SBA IDAN APPROVAL 

Guidance and supp:>rt provided by the Massachusetts VVLP enabled a disabled 
veteran to obtain a $105,000 9nall Business Administration loan (at 3% 
interest) to start a noving and storage coopany. '!he business plans to 
hire Vietnam veterans exclusively, if possible. 

JOB SEEKERS SEMINAR 

An unetployment/career developnent seminar organized and presented recently 
by the Georgia VVLP attracted an alrlienae of 250 unemployed Vietnam veterans, 
nost of whan had not previously been in contact with the program. Mr. Phil 
Ross, an experienced professional in the personnel oonsulting field, gave an 
inspiring lecture -well received by all present. '!he local Atlanta rredia 
provided full coverage before and after the event. VVLP also was credited 
for providing the seminar (free to approximately 600 members of the public. 

TEMroRARY rDUSING FOR VIE'INAM VETERANS 

The Seattle VVLP obtained a $10,800 account frcm the Federal Emergency 
Managercent Agency (FEMA) to cover terrp:>rary housing for Vietnam veterans. 
'!he noney will be used, for example, to provide a veteran a place to live 
\fflile he is seeking employment. 

NIAGARA VVLP DEVEIDPS INNJVATIVE REIJ:X:ATION PROGRAM 

'!he Niagara VVLP in Buffalo, New York, has developed a relocation supple­
mental payment plan with their local Private Industrial Council (PIC). '!he 
allowance will pay for a veteran's travel expense to attend a job interview 
not to exceed a total of $600 per participant. Sare of the requireoonts 
incltrle the folloo.ng: (1) a bonafide job interview nust be confirmed by 
subni.tting a carplete ercployer verification fonn; (2) the distance of the 
interview nust be a minimlm of 50 miles frcm the veteran's hcma and · 
has to be within the United States. VVLPs interested in developing 
a similar financial support system should coordinate with their local 
PIC. 



TENNESSEE WLP RES'roRES I-D1E 

WLP Project Direetor, -Fred Tucker, and ten other nenbers of the 
Tennessee VVLP pulled off their coats and ties to restore the heme 
of a disabled vete;ran of W::>rld Wars I and II. 'lbe Davidson County 
(Tennessee) program is SJ:X>nSOred by the Mayor's office as a way to 
get volunteer organizations to assist older and disabled citizens 
with hane maintenance as well as contribute to the well being of the 
camunity. On August 4, 1983, the Tennessee VVLP received a ocmren, 
dation from the Mayor for fine '-'Ork. 

GEORGIA VVLP RECEIVES GRANT 

'lbe Georgia VVLP has received a grant in the anount of $11,555 to set 
up free nooel '-'Orkshops for SBA loans, basic job skills and sales 
techniques. 'lbey also have hired an errployrnent representative for five 
nonths to coordinate the program. 'lbey are meeting nCM with the 
Governor's staff to try to get rronies for a full-tine errployrnent office 
through the Job Training Partnership Act. 

U.S. F£ROONNEL OFFICE OKs VVLP INITIATIVE 

Resp::,nding to a meno from ACTION Director, Tom Pa.ulcen (initiated by 
VVLP staff), the Director of the u.s. Office of Personnel Managerent 
(OEM), D:>nald J. Devine, has agreed to begin '-'Ork to revise the 
federal personnel handb::x>k to rrore accurately reflect the supervisory 
experience of fonrer N:>n-carmi.ssioned Officers (N:Os) • 

It was p::>inted out that often fonrer NCOs are not given adequate credit 
for military supervisory experience when they apply for government jobs. 
r-t:xlifications to the personnel handbook -were suggested which '-'Ould help 
correct the situation. Mr. Devine resp::>nded, "\"hi.le the current handbook 
does not contain the specific guidance you have suggested, we believe 
that trained examiners and agency staffing specialists are well aware of 
the need to consider military and supervisory experience in te~ of 
the duties performed and the resp::>nsibilities exercised. Nevertheless, 
we are beginning work fOII to na.ke revisions to Handbook X-118 along the 
lines of your suggestions." ' 

He also said, "You have also suggested the issuance of a pamphlet which 
'-'Ould provide advice and instructions to veterans on the inportance of 
including, in their application forms, ccrcplete infornation on their 
military experience. W:! think your suggestion is a good one and we 
will rrove ahead to develop a pamphlet in consultation and cooperation 
with the Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program and veterans service 
organizations." 

BUFFAID RECEIVES NEW GRANT r BROADENS PROGRAM 

'lbe Niagara VVLP (Buffalo, New York) recently received a $40,000 grant from 
the state of New York which enables them to expand their program from Buffalo 
and Erie Cotmty to eight additional counties. 

'!be expansion of services includes their job seminar service that has been 
ongoing since February 1983. By ruying a "LEADERSHIP VAN" equipped with a 
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carputer tennina:t· and telephone and hiring one additional staff, they are 
able to provide si¢ficant VVLP job referral services. 'Ibey also refer 
veterans with other concerns to the Veterans Helping Veterans Center in 
Buffalo (OOL Program) through their conputer system. 'Ibey are also \tOrking 
with 14 area D\OPs in this inventive project. 'lb date 100 res\.Jlles have 
been na.tched with {X)tential _employers. .. 
HXJS'IDN MEETING ON PRIVATE SEC'IDR INITIATIVES 

H:>uston VVLP recently net with the H:>uston Task Fbrce on Private Sector 
Initiatives which includes a 22~r SUbcamdttee on Errployment and 
Job Training. '!he local task force is corcprised of top ccmruni ty and 
business leaders. 

INDIANA VVLP CO-IDSTS STATEWIIE CONFEREOCE 

'!be Indiana VVLP along with the Vietnam Veterans Civic Counsel of Indiana 
and the Civic Counsel of Madison in Anderson, Indiana, recently co-hosted 
the first Vietnam Veterans Statewide Conference. 

'lbe two-day event featured ~rkshops and presentations that provided 
Vietnam veterans with infonnation on the various services available to 
them through organizations such as the Vet Centers, the Veterans Adminis­
tration, and the PICs (forned to allocate JTPA funds). 

'!be activity had over 100 participants and resulted in the fonnation of 
a Vietnam veterans roundtable with representatives fran each Indiana 
county. 

'lbe roundtable intends to act as a "clearing house" on Vietnam veteran 
issues to ensure that the veteran is represented as a single, coordinated 
voice before the nedia and concerned organizations. 

CHAMBER OF CCM-1ERCE w:>RKING WITH VVLP 

At 11 a .m. (EDST} Friday, May 27, the United States Chamber of Comrerce 
aired a one4\our program ab:>ut the VVLP on BIZNET, its cable channel. 
'!be shCM is entitled "Vietnam Veterans." VVLP ~rked closely with the 
producer, John Eddinger, a Vietnam veteran. 'lbe first half of the program 
featured the VVLP documentary, "When 'lbeir Country called" and the second 
half incltrled a discussion with Jim \-ebb and Tom Pauken as well as high­
lighting Vietnam veterans in fX)litics, business and around the nation. 

'!be Charrber invited 200 guests to be present at their sttrlios and the 
Paralyzed Veterans of America hosted a wine and cheese hour follCMing 
the shCM. 

'!he Chamber of Comrerce cable channel currently has 7-itd.llion subscribers 
and is also subscribed to by rrany corporate headquarters. 
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Vol. 1 No. 8 

Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
..: An ACTION Program 

Sept.ember 30, 1983 

.JOB BILL MJVING 'rowARD IMPI.D-IBNTATION 

On August 15 President Reagan signed into law the Emergency Veterans • 
Job Training Act of 1983. 'lhe act will provide $150 million a year 
for tw::> years for training long-tenn unenployed (15 out of the last 20 
...eeks) Vietnam er'a, disal;>led and ~rean \'hr veterans in occupations 
requiring the use of new technological skills, or in occupations in 
which the derrand for skilled \IOrkers exceeds the supply. 'lhe job training 
act will provide up to $10,000 per veteran in on-the-job training or 
institutional training directly related to needed job skills. 'lhe 
training time must not be less than six nonths (three nonths with 
special approval fran the VA) • 

'nle new job training program will be administered primarily by the VA 
which will have resp:,nsibility for eligibility determination, program 
approval, and payirent to enployers. 'lhe Department of Labor will have 
primary resp:,nsibility for outreach, job developnent and other supp:,rtive 
roles. 

Past errployment and training programs for Vietnam veterans have been 
developed and implarented in the context of social welfare intiatives, 
far belo,,,r the abilities and aspirations of Vietnam veterans and their 
rightful social and econanic status in society. VVLP can play a crucial 
role in the program by w::>rking with errployers to develop meaningful 
career opp:>rtunities and assisting veterans in realizing the full 
potential of the program. 

Forrest (Rusty) Lindley will be coordinating the Emergency Veterans 
Job Training program at the National office and will provide technical 
assistance and training to anyone who needs assistance or infornation 
with the new program. Enclosed to project directors is a VA st.mnary 
of the new job bill • 

PROGRN+1ATIC IDTES 

New Mexico VVLP recently conducted a three-part TV series on GI benefits 
and veterans affairs. Contact John Garcia for further infornation. 
Minnesota VVLP has also had experience with similar TV programning. 

New Mexico VVLP has also had considerable success in sho.ving "\\hen 
'nleir Country Called" at schcx:>ls in the state. 'lhe presentation is 
accarpanied by VVLP volunteers who talk about their awn experiences 
and perceptions and ansv.>er stu:ients' questions. 

Southern California VVLP, as part of their volunteer netYOrk, has 
established a "One-on~e" program in which VVLP volunteers meet on a 
regular basis with fellow veterans who have been unsuccessful in their 
efforts to reenter civilian life. Southern California has also developed 
a volunteer legal carrnittee which is able to provide legal services on 
a pro-bono basis to nost veterans seeking such help. Fbr tt0re infonnation, 
contact Roland Cinciarelli at 213/381-5079. 



I .,. 

Kentucky VVLP, based i _~ IDuisville, recently held an art shew sp:,nsored 
by Liberty National Bank to kick-off the establisbnent of the program. 
'lhe art was provided by the U.S. Marine Corps fran its canbat art 
collection. Fbr nore infonnation; contact Jim Lundgard at 502/589-4549. 

Idaho VVLP has gained the support of G:>vernor John Evans in an effort 
to reach out to ercployers throughout the state. A letter signed by the 
governor was mailed to 2,000 businesses iq the state encouraging them 
to support the VVLP. Fbr information, contact Max BrCYw'n at 208/342-7876. 

MUSIC CI'l"Y TRIBUTE 'ro VETERANS 

"Country Music's Nationwide Tribute to Vietnam Veterans" will~ held 
December 18th in Nashville, Tennessee. The concert will be called 
"'lhe Forgotten Man Jam." Top entertainrrent figures will be perfonning 
and proceeds will go to the Tennessee VVLP Marorial Fund. You are 
invited to attend. Information on the tribute is enclosed. Call 
Fred Tucker, Tennessee VVLP program director, for details. 

Also enclosed with this ne,,.,sletter are tw::> copies of a 45 rpn record 
by Tcmny Cash, brother of Johnny Cash, called the "Fbrgotten Man." 
Sales of the record will benefit the Tennessee Vietnam Veterans 
Matorial Fund. It is suggested that you call local record stores to 
ensure the availability of the record before taking any steps to 
encourage radio stations to play the song. 

IDUISIANA VVLP SroNSORS RACE 'ro BENEFIT VETERA...~S 

The IDuisiana Vietnam Veterans Merorial Fund, a project of the IDuisiana 
VVLP, is sponsoring a 10-kilcxreter race on Sunday, November 13th to 
raise rroney for the merorial to be built on the grounds of the Superdcxne 
in New Orleans. The race and the ne10rial have gained the ccnplete 
support of local and state governrrent officials and veterans representatives, 
active and reserve military and private businesses including Converse. 
Fbr additional information, contact Dave Flint, I.Duisiana VVLP at 
504/ 522-3994. 
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A'It: IDSITIONS OPEN FOR VETERANS 

'1'1.e Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has opened carpetition for GS-7 
($16,559 per year) Air Traffic Control (A'lt:) positions. '!he age limit under 
this carpetition is 35 or under for applicants who have prior experience in 
Arrt:. Without prior experience, the maxiumun age is 30. • 

FAA has also announced a "Pre-Developnental Program for Air Traffic Control 
Specialist Trainee.::~-5."- '!his training program according to the announcement, 
is specially targeted at \IIO!ren and minorities. Applicants, hc,,.,ever, must be 
eligible for "rnncorrpetitive placement" under one of several programs incltrling 
the Veterans Readjustment Act. Ironically, the age limit is 30 in spite of the 
fact that the FAA realizes that few, if any, \IRA-eligible Vietnam veterans are 
no,., under 30. 'Ibey say that the 30-year-old age limit is nandated by Congress • 
Infonnation is enclosed. 

OOLD STAR MYI'HERS VISIT WLP 

Mrs. June Everett, current national president of the American Q:>ld Star M:>thers 
and Mrs. F.mJgene Cupp, fonner president of the organization, visited VVLP 
national office this week to receive a briefing on our progress. Eligible 
nothers should be encouraged to join this excellent and YiOrthwhile organization 
which has done so much to help VVLP. For infonnation, contact Mrs • June 
Everett, National President, American G:>ld Star M:>thers, Inc., National 
Headquarters, 2128 Leroy Place, NW, washington, OC 20008 (202/265-0991 or 
509/226-3896). 

AUGUST l.JtID1PIDYMENT FIGURES OOWN 

Unarployment figures released by the Department of Lab::>r for the nonth of 
August are down across the board and, in the crucial category of veterans 
agerl 35-39, veterans' unenployment is a full percentage point bel<:¥ the 
rate for non-veterans in the sarce age bracket. • 

AGE GROUP 

25-29 
30-34 
35-39 

VIETNAM ERA VETS 

May 

13.9 
11.0 
8.8 

August 

11.7 
9.7 
6.2 

PERCENI'AGE PUJS OR MINUS 

-2.2 
-1.3 
-2.6 

N::>N-VETERA.~S 

August 

9.5 
9.5 
7.2 

According to the labor statistics, 2.7 million veterans are in the 35-39 year­
old bracket within the "civilian labor force." 

***************** 
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VIETNAM VETERANS IZADERSHIP PROORAM 
Clairmen and Pro:Jram Directors 

July 1983 

Ju&Je Wayne Thom, Olairnan - Served with U.S. Arm/ in Vietnam as cxrcpany 
ccrmerrler. W:>n Bronze Star. J.D. fran Cllnberland School of Law at Stamford 
University. No,,, District Jooge, Jefferson County, Alabama. 

Talmadge Foster, Program Director - A veteran of Korea and Vietnam. Was 
Battery Ccrme.nder and won Bronze Star in Vietnam. Holds rank of M:t. jor. Graduate, 
Tuskegee Institute. Distinguished career in higher education incllrl.ing \l!Ork with 
Alabarra Center for Higher Fnucation, a oonsortiun representing seven colleges and 
wuversities within the State. 

AIJ3tQJEROOE, N&l MEX[a) 

James Reichert, Olairnan - W:is military advisor to a Vietnarrese arnored cavalry 
unit. Within two 'Neeks of returnin3 hare was in law school. Is new an attorney in 
private practice. 

John Garcia, Program Director - Four rronths after high school graduation was in 
Vietnam with the 4th Infantry Division. Ten days after his return hare he was rcarried. 
successfully ~ed and operated a retail store that enplCffed 20 people. Before 
joiniD":J the VVLP, was an account executive witJ'l an insurance finn. 

ARIZQNTl. 

Jim Hartdegen, Cllairnan - was a fire team leader with 25th Infantry Di vision. 
W:>rks with the Safety Departr.lent of the Norarrla Mining Corrpany and is a representative 
in the Arizona State Legislature. 

Frederick E. Ferguson, Program Director - Served in Vietnam with the 1st cavalry. 
Helicopter pilot. Medal of fbnor recipient. W:is benefits counselor with the Veterans 
Administration. 

ARKANSAS 

Leon Clements, Oiairmm - Drafted }¥ Cincinnati Royals basketball team. First Team 
All Arrerican basketball player in 1965. Served with 1st Air Cavalry as corrpany cam,arrler 
New, senior vice president of Sirmons First National Banlc, Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 

D:nald Grigg, Program Director - Was with 1st Battalion 12th Cavalry (Airoorne). 
wst leg in oanbat yet returned for a second to.ir as a hospital administrator. Famed 
M.A.. in hospital administration. w::>rked with hospitals and medical consulting firm. 
was Director of Personnel at University of Arkansas. · 



ATIANl'A, G!X>R:iIA 

R. Keegan Federal, Jr., Olairne.n - Served with the Army Signal Corps 
in Vietnam. law d~ee fran Eltory thiversity. New Superior Court J\rlge. 

~ 

Ron Miller, Program Director - Served with 162nd Aviation (Assault 
Heli-o:,pter) catpany. Received d~ee £ran Arkansas State. Olart.er pilot 
before joinin3 VVLP. 

BM.TIM)RE, MAIM.AND 

Mark Trearx>r, Otairrran - Naval academy graduate, served with the 1st Marine 
Division as rifle platoon camarner. New partner with Baltinore law firm. 

David DeChant, Program Director - Spent 31 nonths in Vietnam as a Marine sccot 
arrl liaison between military and civilian leaders. Managed restaurant before 
joinin3 WU'• 

OOISE, I~ 

Bernard Fisher, Olainmn - Served with 1st Air Cormandos, USAF. Si ts on 
Pardon and Parole Board, Idaho. Fanrer and pilot. Congressional Medal of Ibrnr 
Winner. 

Max w. BrCMn, Program Director - Served with 1st Infantry Division in 
Vietnam. W:>n two Bronze Stars. (),,ner of hare appliance service b.lsiness. 

EO;TON, MA.SSACHUSETl'S 

Kevin Danehy, Otainmn - Was a Marine pildt. in Vietnam. Received B.A. £ran 
Boston College. New, a.tsiness Manager w.i.th Interactive Data Corporation. 

-
Richard Ducey, Program Director - Served with 1st and 25th Infantry Divisions. 

lk:>lds Associate De::Jree with horx:>rs. Sits on Governors Advisory Ccmnission on 
Veterans Affairs. Has testified and lectured extensively in the area of Vietnam 
veterans affairs. Established Boston office of the Military Order of the Purple 
Heart. 

OUCAOO, IILIN:>IS 

. H. G. "Skip" Smith, Olainmn - Was coopany camander of the 299th engineering 
battalion. \ton two Purple Hearts arrl a Bronze Star. F.amed B.S. fran Southern 
Illinois University. President, Snith, Cantrell and Associates, a cc:mrercial real 
estate firm. 

Al Lynch, Program Director - Served with the First Air Cavalry in Vietnam. 
\tbn Congressior:ial Medal of lbnor. Wis Otief of Ambulatory care at the Veterans 
Administration Medical Center, N'.:>rth Oticago. 
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OOIDRAOO 

Tan Eller, Olai.nnan - Martin Marietta executive. Air Force officer in 
Southeast Asia. President of the Air Force Acadeny Association. 

OOUM3US, ano 

Gene Watts, Ph.D., -OlairnBn - Army captain with 509th radio research group in 
Vietnam. New Associate Professor of History and a Research Associate for the Study 
of crime and Delin:penc.y, Chio State University. ll:>lds several p:,st-doctoral awards 
and is a l::xxx review editor. 

David Aldstadt, Program Director - Flew reconnaissance missions as a sensor 
specialist with the .Army in Vietnam. Has held executive p:,sitions in sales and 
plannio;J analysis. 

~ 

Pat Haggerty, Olai.nran - was with the ~bile Riverine Force with the Navy in 
Vietnam. Holds M.B.A. fran University of Dallas. Is industrial real estate broker. 

'1h:mas Hartin, Program Director - was a platoon leader with the 1st Air 
cavalry in Vietnam. Holds Purple Heart. Earned B.S. fran University of Texas. 
Was real estate bracer and hone wilder. 

HARI'roRD, a::NNFr!'IClJI' 

Max Patterson, Olairnan - Served in Vietnam with the 1st Infantry Division. 
F.arned B.A. and Master's degrees at Michigan State University. NON police chief,, 
Windsor, 0:>nnecticut. 

HAWAII 

Lester M. Higa, Olairnan - Graduated fran Denver University with ecxxonics 
degree. Served with 1st Air cavalry in Vietnam. Real estate broker. 

Michael Wix, Program Director - Disabled. Winner of Bronze Star. Arny 
helicx,pt.er pilot. 

1-WS'roN 

Richard Kolb, Olairnan - Was radio operator with the 101st Airlx>rne in Vietnam. 
W:>rks in the field of exploration in the petrole\.11\ industry. Free lance author­
rurnerous articles affirming the integrity of service. 

Stan Horton, Program Director - Was Navy Seabee and \l!Orked with 5th M:irines 
in I Corps. After Navy he enlisted in Marines, became a pilot and earned cnllege 
degree in aeronautics. 
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IND~ 

Ron layer, OlairrrBn - West Point gradiate. Captain, fire aupport coordinator, 
9th infantry division. Purple Heart. Graduated Indiana Law School, new trj.al 
lawyer. 

Joon Szczepanski;· Program Director - Served in Vietnam as infant.rynan. 
Received t~ Purple Hearts. Famed B.A. fran St. Joseph Call.ltet College, 
Dean's list throughout. Paralegal. 

UlJISVILLE, KENruCKY 

Ron Ray, Olairnan - Served as infantry battalion advisor with the Vietnamese 
Marine Corps. Graduate, magna C\.11\ latrle, University of Louisville School of Law. 
Partner in law firm. Lecturer, University of Louisville School of Law. 

Jim Lundgard, Program Director - Served in the ~kong Delta with the 9th 
Infantry Division. W:m Purple Heart. Famed degree £ran University of I.Duisville 
and was sales supervisor for Allan Alumi.nun. 

MICHIGAN 

John R. Todd, O\airnan - Helicopter pilot in Vietnam. Blinded in action. 
Receive:l law degree fran Georgetown University. New a law professor. 

MINNFAPOLIS, MINNESOrA 

James Main, Olairnan - Coorni.ssioner of Veterans Affairs, State of Minnesota. 
Earned M.A. in public administration fran the Hurrphrey Institute, University of 
Minnesota. Served in Vietnam with the U.S. Navy. 

Steven Markley, Program Director - \tes a Marine infantrynan with the 1st 
Anti-Tank Battalion and the 2nd Combined Action Groop. W:>unded. Oirner, M:irkley 
Farms. Corporate executive with Fqui.co Lessors, a subsidiary of Fquitable Life 
Assurance Co. 

MISSISSIPPI 

Rhesa Barksdale, O\airnan - West Point graduate: J.D. with distinction, 
University of Mississippi. Served in Vietnam. \ton Purple Heart. New, partner 
in law firm. 

Arlin Ruthven, Vice Chairrran - Graduate of West Point and earned M.A. at 
Georget.o,,m University. J.o. fran University of Mississippi Law Schcx:>L tbl ds 
Purple Heart. Corporate attorney. 
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~ ORLFA.~ 

Bill Ryan, Olai.nran - Was a Marine platoon cx:mrander. Received three Purple 
Hearts, legally bli.rd as a result of ~ds. Is a b.lsinesStBn and attorney. 
Develops ccmnercial real estate. • 

Bob Oa:Jn, Program Director - Was battalion level advisor to the ARVN 25th 
Infantry Divisioo in-Vietnam. \ton Bronze Star. Since retiring as Sgt. Major 
has been active in veterans ·affairs in cn.msellinl and job placenent. 

NF..W YORK 

William Schmick, Olairnan - Joined Marines at 17 and served in Vietnam with 
the Conbined Action Program. Decorated for valor and wounded in action. Wrote an 
award winning colurm for the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin while earning his 
journalism de::Jree. fblds M.B.A. fran New York University. Was Fulbright Fello...­
in Japan. Wrote for FORBES MAGAZINE and is rr:w an institutional brdcer for Drexel, 
Burnham, Ianbert. 

Gene Gitelson, Program Director - Was support platoon leader and rifle platoon 
leader in Vietnam. \t:>rked in ne.rketing research for Joseph E. Seagram; Cortpany. 
Directed drug prevention program in So.1th Bronx. Famed M.B.A. with honors fran 
New York University. Was second Vice President of Clase Manhattan and consultant 
to nulti-national corporations. Is guest lecturer at N.Y.U. School of Public 
Administration and the Anerican Managemmt Association. 

NIAG\RA FROO'l'IER (BUFFALO, NY) 

Joe Ryan, Olai.nran - Navy Lt. , ccrmBnded team of professional divers. Founding 
partner of National Public Professional Associates, Inc. Degree in laoor relations 
fran Cornell University. Brother, Bill, is chairnan of New Orleans VVLP • 

. Terry Martin, Pr03rarn Director - Drafted and served as a translator and 
infornation specialist with U.S. Military Camend, 'lhailand. Doctoral degree 
in Political Sciences fran State Uiiversity of New York at Buffalo. Policy planning 
and analytical consultant. 

NORI'HERN CALUURNIA. 

John CUmn:ings, Co-0\airne.n - Served first tour with Special Forces. Was 
cx:mnander of A Cortpany, 4/2lst Infantry, 199th Light Infantry Brigade second tour. 
\t:>unded. Nc,w an attorney in private practice. 

Glen Kerrlall, Co--0\a.irnen - Served in Vietnam with 196th Infantry Brigade as 
rifle cnrpany ccmrander and battalion staff officer. fblds Master's fran Dartnn.Ith 
College and was \thi.te fb.Jse Fell0,t1. Was Director of Policy Planru1"¥3 for the 
F.nviromental Protection Agency. Nclw President of Terradata, Inc. and Kendall 
Associates, a consulting finn. 
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Jeff Wiloox, Program Director - West Point graduate. Was rifle platoon leader 
and ooopany catl'IIIDier with 101st Ai.rtorne Division. W::xmded in action: received 
Brooze Star. \tbrked with IBM selling cx:rtpUter system; to Fortune 500 corporations. 

Vaden 'Mac' ~Ilwain, PJ:0:3ram Director - Served with Seabee team in Vietnam. 
Received 8.A. at california State College, Stanislaus. Farly organizer of veterans 
support and civic action groups. Was Director of Veterans Affairs on several 
california oollege cairpuses_assisting veterans interested in post-seccniary education 
and ~rked with nulti-service veterans ootreach project in California. 

PHII.ADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 

Chuck O'Brien, Ol.airnan - Was platcxxl leader with the 9th Infantry Di vision, 
airtorne and rc1n3er qualified. lDst part of his leg. Taught skiing to harrlicapped. 
Climbed Mt. Rainier July 1981. Is an attorney in private practice. 

InJg Foster, Program Director - F.nlisted in Arn!{ at 18, Retired as Major. 
Wouooed in action. Degree in rosiness administration. 

PITl'SBUR:iH, ~SYLVANIA 

Inl Bailey, Ol.a.i.rnan - Was coopany oomrander with the 101st Airborne Division 
in Vietnam. Awarded a Silver Star and two Bronze Stars. Served t"10 terns in the 
U.S. Congress and was the nost highly decorated Vietnam veteran in the House of 
Representatives. 

PORl'I.AND, ORm:>N 

Charles Boardr.lan, Ol.airnan - Earned B.A. 'With hornrs, University of California. 
Received J.D., N:>rthwestern SchcX>l of Law. Eaitor of Law N0Ns. Practicing attorney. 
Enlisted, U.S. Arnrj. Re-entered service as a Marine. 'lw:> tours. ~unded. 

William Briot, Pr~ram Director - Aeranedical Evacuation Unit Camander in 
Vietnam. \lbn Silver Star and Bronze Star. B.S. frcm University of Oregon. Was 
self-errployed before joining VVLP. 

ST. 1..aJIS, MISSCXJRI 

Jerry Wamser, Ol.airnan - Was a MACV advisor to the 23rd Vietnarrese Infantry 
Division. Worked with Red Cross to help relocate South Vietnaroose refugees after 
the war. An attorney in private practice, involved in variety of civic affairs 
inclu:iing a gubernatorial app::>intm:mt to the Board of Electioos Comri.ssion, City 
of St. I.Dw.s. 

Pat Scham-er, Pr03ram Director - Arrn:f ccrnbat rredic in Middle East. Founded 
Veterans Service Center in St. I.Duis. Chairrra.n of Special Task Force for Veterans 
Affairs, St. u:::,uis. Was consultant to Department of ~dicine and surgery for VA. 
Coordinator for training VA' s Southeast Regional Medical F.ducation Center. 
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SAN ANI'CNIO, TEXAS 

Bill Stenslaoo, Program Director - Naval Academy graduate, aft.er 15 years of 
active Marine Corps service, Major Stensland retired due to '4ICUI1ds suffered in 
Vietnam. 

SFATl'IE,WAS~ 

Lee Raaen, Board Member · - Served with 2/27 Infantry. Law degree fran 
thiversity of 0regon. Practicin;J attorney. 

• 

Joel Es~, Program Director - W:>n Bronze Star. Served with 196th Light 
Infantry in Vietnam. 

SCXJrH CAR:>LINA 

Bobby Kinard, Olainran - was a Sergeant with the 3rd TAC Fighter Wing of the 
Air Force in Vietnam. Graduated fran the Citadel and University of South Carolina 
Law School. Presently in private practice of law. Serves as representative to 
South carolina legislature. 

Michael J. McDernott, Program Director - was with the 1st/2nd Blad< Scarf 
Battalion, 1st Infantry Division ( "Dracula Battalion") in Vietnam. F.a.rned degree 
fran the Citadel. was with thew. w. Smith COnpany before joining the VVLP. 

David Volle, Olairnan - Served as journalist aoo photografiler with 101st 
Airborne. Returned to So.1th 03kota and was elected State Treasurer. Has held 
that post ever since. 

Chip Bartron, Program Director - Served in Vietnam with Signal Corps. 
Pararredic before joining VVLP. 

SOOl'HERN CALIR>RNIA 

ta; AN:;ELES 

Leo Thorsness, Chainran - Flew 93 missions. PCM six years. Ran against 
Ge:>rge McGovern for Senate seat in South Dakota. F.arned Congressional t-Edal of 
B:n:>r. lt:lw corporate executive with Litton Industries. 

Rolaoo Cinciarelli, Program Director - Retired from Marine Corps as 
Brigadier General. Real estate investor before joining VVLP. Camanding officer 
of naintenance conpany in Vietnam. 

SAN DI&;O 

Jack Blum, Chainran - Decorated Navy doctor. Active in reserves. Maintains 
successful ne:iical practice. 
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David SzUl'ICIWSki, Pr03ram Director, San Diego - Was tank platoon leader with 
11th Arnored calvary Reg~nt. Bli.rded. Graduated Denver I.aw Scb:Jol. Passed tar 
in Colorado and California. Was press secretary to Congressional carrpaign. Was 
veterans benefits counselor. • 

s:xnm:RN FI.DRI~ 

Max Cruz, O\airnan - Was with U.S. 'Arrtff infantry l'C\7 advisor. W:m tw::> 
Bronze Stars. University of Nebraska degree. Is the Assistant Stadiun 
Administrator, City of Miami. 

David Blanchard, Pr03ram Director - Served with the 25th Infantry Division 
in Vietnam. WJn Bronze Star. Holds Master's Degree frc:rn Hofstra College. 

TENNESSEE 

Sam Bartholarle'vi, Chairrran - Was with the 3rd Squadron 4th cavalry after gradua~ 
from West Eoint. \las legislative assistant and canpaign rranager to Senator Ho-.rard 
Baker while earning law degree at vaooerbilt University. Is rx::w an attorney in 
private practice. 

Fred Tucker, Pr03ram Director - Enlisted in the Marines at 16. Served two tours 
of duty in Vietnam. After retirin;J earned Master's degree in Comunications and 
talJ3ht college. was general mmager for Carpet Barn and rranaged ten stores in three 
states. 

tJrAH 

Franklin Ma1;9han, O\airnan - Was platoon leader, 1st squadron 4th calvary, 
1st Infantry Division. Forner County Carmissioner of Weber County, qt.ah, and 
is ro,, in private blsiness. 

Bill Galbraith, Program Director - Served with Army Field Artillery as 
Lt. Col. in Vietnam. Started two vocational training schools in-country for 
ARVN veterans. Degree in blsiness administration. Was blsiness rranager of 
hospital, purchasin;J and personnel director of a savings and loan coopany and 
new Ol\lns a retail blsiness. 

Robert E. Rumnel, O\airrran - Machine gunner with 101st Airborne, wounded in 
action. President of Robert E. RLmrel Construction Conpany and president of Green 
M:luntain Futures, a devel~nt cxripany. 

· William Fagginger-Auer, Pr03ram Director - Served in Navy as operations officer 
atoard "Franklin Delano Roosevelt. " \'es director of Project to Advance Veterans 
Enplo,trrent (PAVE). 
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VIIGINIA 

Phil ,Hough, Olainll!m - Wu Navy ·operations officer and Assistant Senior Advisor 
and :ream Isader in Vietnam. Naval Academy graduate. Master' a in public ~stration 
fran University of Southern California. Consultant to U.S. and Ellropean defense 
industries. 

. 
Stepien Brixey, Vice 0lainnm - Naval Academy graduate. Marine Officer. A-6 

bcrri:Jardier navigator in Southeast Asia. New executive with Texas Instr\.J'tents in 
Northern Virginia. 

earl White, Program Director - Served as advisor to Vietnanese Marines. Retired 
£ran Marines as major. fblds de;ree in broadcast journalisn. Was negazine editor 
and had om publications design and editorial CXX'lSult,in:J finn. 

~,IELAWARE 

wayne Harlt!{, Program Director - Served with 2nd Battalion 3rd Marines. IDst 
an eye and a hand in cati:)at. \les a Justice of the Peace for the State of Delaware. 
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VIE'Thll\M VETERANS LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 

PROGRAM DIRF.C'IDRS 

Talnadge Fbster, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
P.O. Box 2502 
Birmingham, Alabama 35201 · 
205/323-VVLP 

James Hartdegen, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
2310 North 15th Avenue 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
602/253-8885 

Donald E • Grigg, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
P.O. Box 7831 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71611 
501/534-3100 542-6128 (FI'S) 

Roland Cinciarelli, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
Beneficial Plaza Building, Suite 855 
3700 Wilshire Blvd. 
ws Angeles, CA 90010 
213/381-5079 or 5033 

Paul Grasso, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
751-7th Avenue 
San Diego, CA 92101 
714/235-VVLP 

Harrison U. Jack, Co-Program Director 
Northern california VVLP 
9 Palanar Place 
Woodland, CA 95695 
916/662-7672 

Dr. Robert W. SUrmers, Co-Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
609 Mission, SUi te 400 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
415/495-3764 

Dr • 'Ihanas Eller, Chairman 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
Martin Marietta Denver Aerospace 
P.O. Box 179 (D 2400) 
Denver, Colorado 80201 
303/977-9362 
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WU' Program Directors· continued 

Tom Carhart, Program Director 
Greater Hartford VVLP 
One Corp:>rate Center, Suite 1500 
Hartford, CT 06103 
203/249-7225 

Ibnorable wayne R. Hanby, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans leadership Program 
Delaware State Office Bldg. 
820 N. French Street 
Wilmington, Delaware 19801 
302/571-2108 

Sherman B • Green, Program Director 
OC Vietnam Veterans leadership Program 
806 Connecticut Avenue, N .w., Roan M-600 
W:ishington, D.C. 20525 
202/254-8270 

Dave Blanchard, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans leadership Program 
9528 Sterling Drive 
Miami, Florida 33157 
305/879-6850 ext. 33 

Ron Miller, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans leadership Program 
500 Northridge Road, NE, Suite 610 
Atlanta, GA 30338 
404/998-7200 

Michael Wix, Program Director 
Hawaii VVLP, Inc • 
1188 Bishop Street, Suite 601 
lbnolulu, Hawaii 96813 
808/533-1858 

Max W. Bro,m, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans leadership Program 
P.O. Box 284 
Boise, Idaho 83701 
208/342-7876 or 800/IDA-VVLP 

Allen J. Lynch, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Progr am 
1111 Lake Cook Road, Suite 217 
Buffalo Grove, IL 60090 
312/520-3480 
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VVLP Program Directors 'rontinued 

John Szczepanski, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership 
7895 Broadway 
Merrillville, Indiana 46410 
219/769-2005 

,_. . 
Bobby G. Briggs, Chairman-
4524 68th Street 
Des M:>ines, Iowa 50322 
515/278-0671 

M. James Lundgard II, Program Director 
VVLP of Kentucky, Inc. 
315 South Fifth Street 
Louisville, Kentucky 40202 
502/589-4549 

Robert L. Odan, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
221 Carondelet Street, suite 404 
New Orleans, IA 70130 
504/522-3994 

David DeChant, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
415 St. Paul Place, 'nlird Floor 
Baltim:Jre, MD 21202 
301/727-2972/3 

Richard Ducey, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
50 Staniford Street, suite 800 
Boston, MA 02114 
617/523-0524 

William Steger, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
111 N. Saginaw, Suite D 
Pontiac, Michigan 48058 
313/332-7295 

Steve Markley, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
Sll - llth Avenue South 

suite 212-A 
Minnea.r:olis; Minnesota 55415 
612/375-0076 
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WLP Program Direci:?rs continued 

Michael R. Me:Uey, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
P.O. Box 1945 
Jackson, Mississippi 39215 
601/352-VVLP 

Patrick J. Schrntrer, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
405 South Tucker Blvd., Roan 152 
St. IDuis, Missouri 63102 
314/436-2420 

Steven R. Ross, Program Director 
New Jersey VVLP 
618 Newark Avenue 
Jersey City, New Jersey 07306 
201/963-5040 

John M. Garcia, Program Director 
Vi_etnam Veterans Leadership Program 
Penn lo Plaza 
7833 I.Drras NE, Suite 8 
Albuquerque, R-1 87110 
505/265-1311 

Terry H. Martin, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
620 Liberty Band Bldg • 
420-424 Main Street 
Buffalo, NY 14202 
716/842-4046 

Eugene Gitelson, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
50 Broad Street, Roan 921 
New York, NY 10004 
212/269-8857 

Dave Aldstadt, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership PrOJram 
P.O. Box 16080 
Coll.lllbus, OH 43216 
614/228-1488/9 

William R. Briot, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
18270 Southwest Boones Ferry Road 
Durham, Oregon 97223 
503/684-0757 
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WLP Program Directors continued 

O:,ug Foster, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
Two Bethlehem Plaza, Roan 403 ·· 
Bethlehem, PA 18018 
215/691-1510 

James M. Maloney, 'Program.Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
700 5th Avenue, 5th Floor 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 
412/281-8100 

Michael J. ~Demott, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
P.O. Box 10100 
North Charleston, OC 29411 
803/554-5700 ext. 489 

Harry "Chip" Bartron, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
621 Sixth Street #7 
Rapid City, SD 57701 
605/348-4445 

Fred Tucker, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
215 8th Avenue North, 3rd Floor 
Nashville, TN 37203 
615/741-2345 

Don Prior, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
590 One Galleria Tc:,../er 
13355 Noel Road l.B-12 
Dallas, TX 75240 
214/392-4411 

Stanley C. I-brton, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
P.O. Box 770791 
I:buston, TX 77215 
713/498-3189 

William Stensland, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
8626 Tesoro -Drive, Suite 112 
San Antonio, TX 78217 
512/822-0211 or 0451 
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WLP Program Directors continued 

William J. Galbraith, Jr., Project Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
2636 'Washington Blvd. 
Ogden, Utah 84401 
801/399-4411 or 1/800/843-6888 

William Fagginger~Auer, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership ._Program 
P.O. Box 126 
Waterrury Center, vr 05677 
802/244-6936 

Carl P. \mite, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
8th Street Office Building, Roan 116 
8th and East Broad Streets 
Richm::>nd, VA 23219 
804/644-3020 

Joel Estey, Program Director 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
Pioneer Bldg., #527 
Seattle, WA 98104 
206/343-5590 
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VIE'INAM VETERANS LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 

CHAIRMEN 

J\.rlge Wayne Thorn, Chairnan 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
District J\.rlge ~ Civil District 
519 Jefferson County Courthouse 
Binningham, AL 35263 · 
205/325-5329 

Honorable John McCain, Chaincan 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
202/225-2635 

Robert I.eon Clerents, Chairnan 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
P.O. Box 7009 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71611 
501/541-1000 

Leo K. Thorsness, Chaincan 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
Litton Industries 
360 North Crescent Drive 
Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
213/859-5175 

Jack Blum, Chairnan 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
890 Cornish Drive 
San Diego, CA 92107 
619/291-4194 

John Cummings, Co-Chairnan 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
Hassard, Bennington, Rogers & Huber, 

Suite 3500 
44 Montgarery Street 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
415/781-8787 

Glen Kendall, Co~airman 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
Kendall Associates, Suite 400 
609 Mission Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
415/981-4930 
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WLP Chainnen continued 

Maxie L. Patterson, Chainnan 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
Chief of R:>lice 
340 Bloanfield Road 
Windsor, CT 06095 2796 
203/688~5063 

Donald L. I.Dgan, Chairnan . 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership · Program 
Executive Council on Crirre & Justice 
701 Shipley Street 
Wilmington, DE 19801 
302/658-7174 

Major General Frederick E. Davison, Chainnan 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
Office of the President 
HoNard University 
Washington, D .c . 20059 
202/636-6048 

Max L. Cruz, Chainan 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
Orange BcMl Station 
P.O. Box 330708 
Miami, FloriQa 33133 
305/579-6971 

R. Keegan Federal, Chainnan 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
DeKalb & Rockdale Counties 
504 DeKalb County Courthouse 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 
404/371-2871 

Lester M. Higa, Chairrran 
Hawaii WLP, Inc. 
770 Kapiolani, Suite #200 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
808/847-4404 

Bernard Fisher, Chainnan 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
Rural Route #2 
King Road 
Kuna, Idaho 83706 
208/922-3370 

H. G. "Skip" Smith, Chainnan 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
1111 Lake Cook Road, Suite 217 
Buffalo Grove, Illinois 60090 
312/882-2422 
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WLP Chainnen continued 

Ron Layer, Chairnan 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
Sachs & ~ss ·· 
5832 H::>hma.n Avenue 
Hamrond, Indiana 46320 
219/932-6070 

Ronald D. Ray, Chairnan 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
Greenbaum, D:>11, & McD:>nald 
3300 First National Tower 
I.Duisville, Kentucky 40202 
502/589-4412 

William F. Ryan, Chairnan 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
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Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
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1000 Maryland National Bank Bldg • 
10 Light Street 
Baltirrore, MD 21202 
301/727-6464 

Kevin Danehy, Chairnan 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
76 Fair oaks Park 
Needham, Massachusetts 02192 
617/895-4245 

John R. Todd, Chairrran 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
111 N. Saginaw, suite D 
Fbntiac, Michigan 48058 
313/332-7295 

Janes H. Main, Chairrran 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
1575 Crest Drive 
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New Jersey VVLP Office 
618 Newark Avenue 
Jersey City, NJ 07306 
201/963-5040 

Wayland A. Tonning, Jr., Chai:rnan 
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San Antonio VVLP Views on POW LMIA Issue fa '21 
By Wm. C. Stensland 
Director. San Antonio\\ LP 

D
uring his campaign for the 
Presidency Ronald Reagan voiced 
concern about the Vietnam 

POW MIA issue. He has reiterated tha t 
concern since his inauguration. including a 
posi tive. supportive speech to t he 'a tional 
League of Families of American Prisoners 
and Missing in Southeast Asia in J an uary 
1983. President Reagan has informed the 
Lea gue members and the American public 
tha t his conce rn over the PO I M IA iss ue 
will receive the ~highes t priority" of our 
national concerns. · 

I >uri ng hi . term as Pres·ident seventeen o r 
eighteen MIAs have been identified o r 
n.:turned to the United States. Yet. a 
Vietnamese mortician has sworn under 
oat h to US officials that some 400 bodie . 
of 1he nearly 2500 missing i\mcricans are 
11.,11ehpused in Hanoi. a~., ·ng return to 
the ir prope r hu rial place 11 ·h<· United 
State, 

Our go\l' rnmcnt has adm itted that ~uch a 
possibility e>.i sb. 'at1ooal Leag ue 
members h ve been encouraged that act ion 
is imminent. Yet. the) arc also enco uraged 

·10 have patience - our go\emmcnt is 
acting on their behalf. but it must conform 
to d1;,lo.matic expediency 

Balon.:~. If Henr~ Kis\inger or his or 
Pre,ident J\ ixon·, representative agreed to 
a commitment to an accounting of 
PO\\s ~ !As. and the the n ":\ orth" 
Vie tna mese gO\ernme nt agreed to it. our 
POWs MIA, shou ld be accoun ted for. If 
Han oi has in its posse,sion the remains of 
som 400 of our se rvicemen . the remai ns 
should be re tu rned now. 

T hey ~hou ld have b.een returned in 1973. 
Ailowing for bureaucratic or othe r such 
delays. hey should have been retu rned by 
1975. 

Granted that President Carter·s interests 
were other than the POW 1 MIA issue (his 
interests N1 1976 77 centered on deserters 
and draft dodgers. no t unacco unted -fo r 
warriors). and that the ensuing four years 
saw our government ignore t he issue, 
President Rc-agan and hi~ supporters have 
reinvigorated the idea that our missing 
should be acco unted for . 

Yet where are hey? hat have we done 
to dema nd an explanat ion or accounting 
for the 400 helved in Hanoi? Where, for 
c, · mplc. is tnc recoverable body of K· y, 
J eff n.d Stu.anne Mark. r·. loved one? l it 
on a ~II m. ha, i t te 

in the jungle a mile or two aomc: the 
Demilitari7cd Zone? 

We don't kno". but they do . Captain 
Marker was on a special. h1ghl~ cla"ified 
mission in Ma rch 1971 . Hi, aircraft was 
destroyed . h is and hi~ c rew\ bodic, were 
not recovered b~ American fo rces. Iii, 
aircraft had highly classified elect ronics 
equipment o n board. 

I assume. as ~ould mo\t rational being.,. 
that the electronics equipmen t \\ a~ 
im portant to our enemy. The airc raft no 
doubt was inspected. and one or more 
bodies of deceased crew member, wa, 
recove red. Based on militar) and political 
consid era t ions of the circum'-lance,. one or 
more bodies ~ere rcco\cred <1nd prcscn-ed 
Yet. none of the ll\c crew member is 

accounted for. 

The ci rcumstances of Ca ptain Marl-er\ 
death have been reco rded as "'clas ified". 
Hi,; death nor the fac t of h, dea th . i, 
classified -- rather, the classificat:on is 
bai.cd on the mean.!> by which his deat h was 
verified. 

Are Mrs. Marker and the Marker' 
c.bildren being told simply that our 

rn I militarv intercepted i.ome 

cryptographic transmission by the :\orth 
Vietnamese that ve rified the demise of her 
husband and his cre w members? If we 
continue to harass M rs. Marker nd her 
family for th at simplistic reason . then our 
ideas of classified information need to be 
n.:evaluat:d. 

Mcanwhi k~ classification or not. ... hat ii 
\1ike Marke1·s hod~ and those, ( hi, 
fcllO\~ ere ~ member,. arc among thP,e 
preser..ed in Hanoi? I he 400 bodi., ha\e 
been there for 10 or more year . \ e 
recent!), rece ived nine of those bod1e,· 
where are the rest of th m? 

Mrs. Marker and the stlf' ,.or~ f near!\ 
2500 other unacco un tcd -fc r Amcric,n~ 
desen c ..in explanation by our go\ernnwril 
for its n:ticence. She and other~ ha, e b 
told for 10 year~ that our n:lllon 1s doir 
something to alleviate thei r distres, In 
Mr,. Marker's case , a simple re\elallon of 
the "classified" inf ·rmation about her 
husband's death probably would suffice . In 
many other cases an admission of "v.e 
don't know" would be adequa te. 

In the ca,e of the 400 . a return of the 
remain, would ho\\ our_ 11,cnr:i, that our 
g,1,a imcnt care . fon.tng. ,uri. an .,1:tton 
al ,o Y> ou ld inlorm Hanoi rnd ~..1uscow 
that \\e intend to make pu It. our i ue. If 
that is ue is "West ro romantrci!>m ~. wr 
. houi.J inform our l:.H stem frien t 
o-admit, bu that th stipulation ~a~ part 

o1 ,u~dc.al a J11,1,[ , ·•.; 
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IbUS'roN WLP SURVEYS STUDENTS ON VETERANS IMAGE 

In an informal. survey. of 178 junior high school stt.rlents, the fbuston 
VVLP has develqped evidence that many young people believe the stere::>­
typed images of the Vietnam veteran are true. W'len asked, "\'bat is the 
first thing that cares to your mind when you think of the term Vietnam 
veteran?", fbuston received the follONing resp:,nses. Of the stt.rlents 
surveyed, 34 percent resp:,nded with answers such as "unstable," "a 
little crazy," "people in need of help." Only 7 percent responded 
with answers such as "sooeone who served his country," "brave rc~m," 
and a "good soldier." Twenty~ight percent blamed the veteran for the 
loss of the war and 28 percent believed that 50 percent of Vietnam 
veterans use drugs currently. At the sane time, rrost stt.rlents felt 
that draft evasion was wrong and 71 percent said they 'NOuld serve our 
country in a situation similar to the Vietnam war. 

• 

'Ille survey was taken prior to a speaking appearance by the H::>uston 
project director at a junior high school in the area. Stt.rlent resp:,nses 
were anonyrrous and they were asked not to discuss the questions with 
their fello.,; stt.rlents. 

AGENI' ORANGE W::>RKING GROUP REPORTS ON ACTIVITIES 

'Ille Agent Orange W:>rking Group of the feder~l government recently rcade 
public a rep:,rt on current activities. One item rep:,rted which nay be 
of interest is an interagency agrearent between the VA and the Environ­
mental Protection Agency (EPA) to undertake a stt.rly to "determine the 
levels of TCDD dioxin in fat tissue fran a selected group of U .s. rcales 
of the Vietnam era veteran age group. '!he stt.rly will measure the levels 
of TCDD dioxin and other r~lated chemical cortp:)unds (Furans) in available 
fat tissue sarrples collected by EPA as part of the National H.linan Adip:,se 
Tissue Survey." Analysis should begin in January 1984 and final results 
are expected in early 1985. 

VERM:>NT 'IO HJsr IDRTHEASTER.~ REGIONAL CONFEREOCE 

'Ille Verrront VVLP is hosting a northeastern regional conference October 
31 - November 3, 1983, in ve.itsfield, Vernont. '!he conference will focus 
on specific issues such as fundraising, ercployment initiatives, small 
business developrent and volunteer rcotivation and direction and provide 
anple time for informal discussion. 

NEW WLP POSTER PRINTED 

A nE!'N four-color 8 1/2" x 11" poster has been produced by WLP. Copies 
are enclos~ in this nailing and each program will be receiving several 
hundred copies of the p:,ster in the near future. Please let us kno.,; 
ho.,; you use the poster so that we can inform other programs of the 

nost ef;.~~~~:t;:;~ra~sa-----------
L A Program of ACTION 
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?-t>VEMENI' ON THE FRANCHISING FRONT 

The San Diego VVLP, in close cooperation with the Southern California 
VVLP in IDs Angeles, is 1tt0rking to develop franchising opy;x:>rtmrities 
for veterans with three operations--Burger King, Seven-Eleven, am Midas 
Muffler. All three corp::>rations have expressed a keen interest in • 
~rking with VVLPs in their franchised rrarkets and we hope to have 
sane pilot franchises up in the near future. Additionally, Chicago 
VVLP is 1tt0rking with Burger King, Hardees and R:>peyes with the sane 
goal of starting veterans in rusiness financed by other veterans. 
Any program which can identify local financing sources and qualified 
candidates should contact Pat Gilstrap at the national WLP office to 
explore these possibilities. 

WASHINGIDN rosr AND WASHINGroN TIMES ACCLJUM "FDR SELF AND COUNl'RY" 
BY RICK EILERI' 

A book review in "'Ihe washington R>st" praises For Self and Country, 
VVLPer Rick Eilert's menoir, as a "rena.rkable account of what it 
took to p.it his body, his mind and his life back together in the years 
between his 1tt0unding and (his latest operation). It is free of cant or 
bitterness •••• It is a painful and wholly rewarding experience to 
learn about that journey hane." 'Ihe review favorably analyzes the 
effects of Rick's straightforward style and concludes: "Eilert' s book 
is about ho.,.r it \raS for him and his friends, rr>t about statistical abstracts. 
It is not about the reasons wny the war was fought ••• it makes a 
point that ItUst be remembered: wars are fought by people who are real 
and unique. '!hey are not the sarre as the policies they serve and for 
which they are oot resp:msible. 'Ihe policies nay be wretched, the soldiers 
may be admirable. But this distinction has escaped many .Americans in 
connection with Vietnam." 

Tom Carhart, project director of the Connecticut VVLP, reviewed For 
Self and Count~ in "'Ihe washington Tines", calling the book an honest 
telling," and as pure and as true as a laser beam." According to the 
review, "Eilert atterrpts oo political pontification, builds oo 
fictional straw men through whan to project a pet idealogy. Rather, 
he just recrn.mts what happened to him and allCMs the reader to draw 
his o.,.rn conclusions. 'Ihe book is a natural." 

Copies of ooth reviews are enclosed with this newsletter. Rick was the 
first project director of the Chicago VVLP and is rlON a member of the 
ooard of directors of the Chicago program. 

''A COUNTRY SU:H AS THIS''-AN'.Yl'HER BLOCKBUSTER BY JIM WEBB 

Jim Webb's eagerly awaited third rr,vel, A Country Such as '!his, was 
recently released by Doubleday and Corrpany. Webb, author of Fields of 
Fire and A Sense of I-boor; is a national WLP advisor. An early review 
of the third book says, "It will provide inspiration to all age groups," 
A COfJ'y of that review and publisher's announcerent is enclosed with this 
newsletter. We will continue to provide you information and reviews as 
they becam available. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
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Reviewed by J. Y. Smith 
The reviewer is a staff writer for 

:• The Wa:;llington Po.st . He served in 
: : the Marine.. Corps in the Korean 
· conflict. • 

• '. On Nov. 26, 1967, Rick Eilert, a 
· : 19-year-old private first ~ in the 
; :Marine Corps, was point man on 
< patrol' in Vietnam. During a break, 
:·: he made what troopers regard as a 
: : serious mistake. He became the 
: : third man to light a cigarette from 
: : the same match. Among the proto­
: • cols by which soldiers live ·. is one 
: : which says that being third on a 

TIIE WASIIINGTON POST 

A Personal lfar 
to undergo his 40th operation since room; occasional visits from families 
he was wounded. and loved ones (and, incredibly, a 

"For Self and Country" is Eilert's few who opposed the war and called 
remarkable account of what it took the wounded "baby killers"); a med-
to put his body, his mind and his life ical corpsman and a physical ther-
back together in the years between apist who enjoyed inflicting pain; 
his wounding and that operation. It wheelchair races and outrageous 
is free of cant or bitterness. pranks; betting about which patient 

"The war had brought men as had the most holes in him. And 
cl~ together as any friends could there was a conviction that it could 
ever be," he writes. "But our friend- be worse, that the loss of limhs was 
ships in the Nam were dissolved by not as bad as facial disfigurement, as 
death, time after time. In the hos- in the case of Al, who was horribly 

· Book World pita), we made friendships based on burned and blinded and whose nick-
a common denominator of pain and name was "Longtime No See." 

· FOR SELF AND COUNTRY. a different kind of courage, which up "Al really believed that he would 
• By Rick Eilert. to that point none of us had ever see again," Eilert writes. "His naive 

cworrow. :10tpp.Jllll6l needed before. It was frightening to understanding of anatomy and body 
; go into combat. Sometimes, the jour- functions was not his alone. Almost 
• match, whether it's dark or daylight, ney home required far more brav- all the horribly wounded and de-
, is to put oneself in the way of death ery." formed patients believed that they 
; _o, injury. · It is a painful and wholly reward- would fully recover, at least in the 

A few minutes later, a booby- ing experience to learn about that early stages of their hospitalization. 
•• trapped hand grenade went off at journey home. For this book is in- Al believed that his injuries would 

Eilert's feet. He saw it and knew formed by an extraordinary candor heal like all the wounds portrayed on 
· what was about to happen and could about the war and the people who TV and in the movies. Admittedly it 

; do nothinJ to escape. The blast had to fight it: death and wounds, was unbelievable, but the wounded 
· . shredded ttia. legs. A Viet Cong sol- families and girlfriends, the loss of in the movies were never portrayed 
, . dier stood over him • and pointed a old hopes and the acceptance of new as crippled and maimed for life. 

rifle at him. A medical corpsman realities, the miracle of med-i-vac he- They never even hinted at what 
,. shot the Viet Cong in the throat. licopters and modern medicine, being wounded really meant ... 

The enemy soldier put a bullet in about what Eilert and his friends Now all this pain and terror was 
Eilert 88 the soldier fell dead. Within ' had to do to get better. real, and forever. Just think of it ... 

It is told in a homely kind of forever." 
a couple of days, Eilert was in the plainsong that draws its strength For most people in this book, the 

•. Great Lakes Naval Hospital in llli- from repetition of the details of life pain eventually passed or at least be-
•· nois. He had made it home. on Ward Three South: agonizing came a somewhat tolerable part of 
: · · Sixteen · years later, on Jan. 4, dressing changes three times a day; life. Of course, they are not the only 
:: · 

1

1983, be checked into Great Lakes pain shots; trips to the operating ones. From Aug. 4, 1964, to Jan. 27, .• ,, ,...................,.,. --- ~ .. ---

-----------·-· .... 

1973, there were 47,75'2 Americans 
killed in Vietnam and 15fl,419 
wounded and admitted to hOllpitals. 
In earlier wars, many of these would 
have died. The helicopter and new 
medical technology made the differ­
ence. 

In World War 11, · the hospital 
death rate was 4.5 percent. In Korea, 
it was '2.5 percent. In Vietnam, it 
was about 2.6 percent. A Depart­
ment of the Army study attributes 
this slight increase over Korea to the 
fact that many hopeless casualties 
reached hospitals before they ex­
pired, whereas in earlier times they 
would have died where they fell. A 
more realistic measure, according to 
the same study, is the "deaths as a 
percent of hits" ratio. In World War 
II, 29.3 percent of those hit died. In 
Korea it was 26.3 percent, and in 
Vietnam it was 19 percent. 

Eilert's book is about how it was 
for him and his friends, not about 
statistical abstracts. It is not about 
the reasons why the war was fought. 
Like "All Quiet on the Western 
Front" and other classics, it makes a 
point that must be remembered: 
Wars are fought by people who are 
real and unique. 'rhey are not the 
11ame as the policies they serve and 
for which they are not responsible. 
The policies may he wretched, the 
soldiers may be admirable. But this 
distinction has escaped many Amer­
icans in connection with Vietnam. 

Rick Eilert has told an admirable 
story. A glance at the dust jacket of 
his book tells how it comes out. But 
to start the book is to be compelled 
to finish it. 



THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

BOOK REVIEW/ 
Tom Carhart 

Vietnam: 
an honest 
telling 
Aflood of books on Viet­

nam has Jut th,.· market 
this fall . ·most seeking to 
explain ;,t,nd offer their 

variously ,-~~ -accountings of, 
America's Indochinese torture and 
pain. Unfonunatelf, · many of these 
books are self-indulgent or ideo-

For Self and Country. 
By Rick Eilert 

Morrow, $13.95, 304 pages 

logically slanted in such a way as to 
only confuse matters further ; they 
offer neither satisfactory explana· 
tions of the war nor reliable guide­
posts for moral action in the future . 

Out of this clamoring crowd, 
Rick Eilert's tale of his combat 
duty, serious wounding and the 
aftermath emerges as pure and as 
true as a laser beam. 

Eilert attempts no political pon­
tification, builds no fictional straw 
men through whom to project· a pet 
ideoloe, Rather, be just recounu 
what happened to him and allows 
the reader to dra~· his own conclu­
aiom. The book is • natural. 

Writin& with raw, even unnerv­
jq .boneaty, the veteran begins 
with bu provinci.a.l teen years : 
ilDOfhtn, spec:ial, just another young 
IIDAll from the Midwest who went to 
the local college and quickly 
tlunbd out. 'RJ.at wu in the middle 
19605, when America was building 
DP its military strength in Viemam 
Eilen never hesitated. His country 

· wa, at war, and be joined the 
Marines to offer his life - an offer 
lbat wu very nearly accepted. 

- . . 

.,. .,. 

. .. 

Friday, October 21, 1983 

. . . ·--· 
He tells us up front about how he 

101 hi& thastly wounds, quickly and 
concisely painting the background 
that allows Uli to move cautiously, 
attentively down that Jungle trail 
with him. 'Jbtether, we look down 
and see the naked grenade. And 
then be takes us through the curi ­
ous sl~· motion that envelops him, 
his mind racing for aurvival as his 
body drags. The grenade explodes, 
blowini the flesh from his legs . 

The aaon)' is almost palpable, 
and the subsequent rescue washes 
over the ruder in a great Wa.Y.e o! 
relier. But the passion play has only 
just begun. For a year, Eilert lived 
through a torture most Americans 
wouldn't understand . The bones of' 
his legs were crushed, the skin and­
flesh stripped away, exposing raw 
nerves and muscle . Each day. the 
bandages were changed three 
times, and every change called for 
scraping of the wounds to force 
bleeding and eventually restore life 
to his limbs. Eilert describes pass­
ing out from pain, or approaching 
that point, as a daily occurrence. 

He was badly injured. bot he 
tells of the reality all the wounded 
soon learned : If you start to feel 
sorry for your&elf. or think you 've 
101 it bad, look to your left or your 
right, and you'll soon see someone 
with whom you wouldn 't change 
places. Even for Eilert , there were 
many: the Marine. for instance, 
shot through the neck and para­
lyzed, unable even to speak - able 
only to blink his eyes and weep. 

For bis part, young Eilert 
accepted his suffering and tried to 
1et on with life . He became in the 
proces, a man. 

One of Buddha's Four Noble 
'lhlths was that "Life is suffering." 
Benjamin Franklin aa.id, ••Those 
things that hurt, instruct ." The sign 
iii Eilert 's hospital ward read : "No 
pain, no gain." Unlike many young 
Americans of the Vietnam era, 
Eilert truly learned that " ·isdom. 
He took the hand dealt him and he 
flourished, not in spite of the auf­
fering . but rather because of it . He 
did join the Marine& to offer his life 
ID his country, but in accepting and 
absorbing the brutal pain from his 
wounds that dragged on and on, he 
srew a, a person. That i, cJearh· 
the meaning of the title, "For Self 

If 1akes courage to rad this 
book. This is .one warrior's answer 
to the anti-military smear pr~ 
jected by such as the movie .. Com­
ing Home," and one cannot read it 
without being powerfully moved. 
Rick Eilert is a man·, man. 

1bm Carhart aw 111PaTded two 1 
Purple Hearts for wounds •a.ff!ered 
in Vietnam in 1968. I 
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Telling the Way We Were 

A C:.Utry Saeli As Tim 
By James Webb 

Doubleday, Sl7.95 , 534 pages 
tis February, 1973, and 
our POWs are coming 
home from Vietnam. 
Red Lesczynski, a 

. Navy nyer, steps onto 
. "' American soil at 

- Andrews Air Force 
-4 Base, 11<:'meone offers 

--~" hun a Dllcrophone, and 
he says: "I thank God 

tbat there is a country auch as this." The 
author has built bis narrative carefully 
toward this moment and, as he intended, 
- are deeply moved. The war ro which 
this tortured, half-starved officer has had 
to Jive too much of himself is lost, the 
CDUDtry with which he bu kept faith is a 
llhambles and the triumphs be upired to 
in youthful dreanu have mostly Jiven way 
111 traged>·· 

James Webb, celebrated for his two pre­
Yiou1 books, "Fields of Fire" and" A Sense 
ol Honor," bas used the lives of three young 
Annapolis aradu■ tes - class of 1951 - to 
document and dramatize American his­
tory during the 25 years beginning with 
-Ille .Korean W■r and ending in the 1976 
Bicentennial . One result of this device is 
to make the book a celebration of continu­
ity-of friendship between, and faith kept 
by, the three young officers as they var­
iously travene their times. 

Lesczynski , a Polish-American from 
Ford City, Pa., and a college football hero, 
marries right after leaving the Naval 
Academy. Sophie, his bride, who will spend 
■o much of her life waiting for Red to come 
borne, is the most attractive female char· 
act.er in the book : sexy, mothering, loyal­
J'Ollr traditionalist 's dream of a wife. The 
description of the young couple's steel 
town -«!ding provides the book's first sus­
tained eumple of Webb's considerable 
descriptive power, ao visual in its effect -
like a paintin& by Canaletto, or the tech· 

nique used by certain contemporary 
painters called photo-realism. 

As Lesczynslti 1oes through fflght 
training, Webb's descriptions are just as 
impressive. The same is true for the depic­
tion of Judd Smith, second of the youthful 
trio, as he arrives in Korea ta lead a Marine 
infantry platoon. Lesczynslti checking out 
bis plane before take-off, or Smith drawing 
bis combat gear before being driven up to 
the front near the 38th Parallel, these are 
real infantryman 's and pilot's checklists, 
and Webb seems to command both all the 
particulars and the feelings that went with 
aervice life in the early 'SOs. 

An Annapolis graduate himself, Webb 
led Marines in Vietnam and was twice 
decorated for aallantry. In addition to bis 
own experience, he bas drawn oo that of 

James Webb ~ used 
the lives of three young 
Annapolis graduates 
to document and 
dramatiu American 
history dilling the 25 
years beginning with 
the Korean War and 
ending in the 1976 
Bicentennial. 

numerous other officers, of bis wife's fam­
ily in Ford City, and of bis cousins in 
■outh-,1 Virginia, where Judd Smith is 
from in the book. 

Webb's third man is Joe Dingenfelder, 
who seems to bis future wife, "this quiet 
moon-eyed scientist with a penchant for 
classical music.· Not built along auch 
heroic line, as the other two, Dingenfelder 

Continued on Page lOD 
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fiunks out of fflght achoo! . Then, after 
becoming one of the early experts in the 
American missile program, he leaves the 
aervice to accommodate his wife's militant 
demands for a career of her own. At book 's 
end, he has for years been living far out in 
the Pacific and has prett)' much given up 
on civilization. But in the process of his 
alienation, this long-suffering man discov­
ers and raises to the level of consciousness 
a fine anger that makes him the most com­
ple11 and interesting character in the novel. 

Characterization is not Webb 's strong 
point, bis 1rea1 gift being the drawing of 
landscapes - spacial and temporal . His 
characters rarely have much depth, and 
the 1hallowness is only aggravated when 
their creator lets them argue over the race 
riots, marches on Washington , war in 
Southeast Asia and other political -moral 
issues of the day. The polemicist is not an 
easy character to necute in fiction, as 
Aldous Huxley found out . 

At the finish of "A 
Country Such As 
This;' James Webb's 
young Americans still 
have a mighty nation to 
serve - if that nation 
only knows how to 
make use of them. 
The novelist as social critic mar argue 

anr angle he likes , his conscience the onh · 
guide he needs But to be effective as 
novelist he must build his arguments 
through dramatic development that claws 
at the bean - Dostoye\'ski and Dickens 
providing obvious eumples. and Lesczyn­
alli coming off the plane at Andrews show­
ing that Webb can do it on occasion. Most 
of bis characters are straight shootinc. 
Bod-fearing , traditional Americans of the 
10rt we used to like to be; and their conser­
vative values are more effectively 
depicted by what the author has them do 
than by what they get to say. 

For Webb's three young men throwing 
their caps into the air at Annapolis in 1951, 
the world would change a lot, almost 
before they knew it. At about the same 
time.across the Atlantic, my generation of 
1Cboolboys, soldiers, sailors and airmen, 
was beine brought up to live in and serve a 
Great Britain that effectively would go out 
of business in about 48 hours at Suez in 
November, 1956. England was an extreme 
case, of course: we seemed to have been 
nised to function in a world that was gone 
before we could hardly get to it. At the 
f"tnish of· A Country Such As This,· James 
Webb's )'Olllli Americans still have a 
qhty nation to serve- if that nation onlr 
knows bow to make use of them. Still , it is 
the rapid rate of change and loss in their 
lives that they seem to be confounded by 
1110re than anything else. 

If you are old enough, read "A Country 
Such As This.· and remember If you be 
)'Ollt11er than that , the book ";u tell you 
ho-a· we were. It will provide inspiration to 
all age aroups. 

•J'ieJds of Fire" was for Webb an act of 
penon■I exorcism deriving from his Viet ­
nam experience and his anger at wha1 he 
found when he came home. In "A Sense of 
Honor," he took on the U.S. naval establish­
ment as being insufficiently loyal to the 
U'adition■ I premises of the service. Now 
be bas tried his first big narrative. It will 
be interesting to see what this exciting and 
still developing writer does next . 
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''}amef Webb ii one ol the four or 1m· most ·import.mt 
YOUIJg writen in the countrY,' uys Tom Wolie. liis epic 
novel d post-World War D America bqins with the 
graduatioo d three cl.- mends from Annapom. Judd, 
Joe, and Red have ~ate dreams for thcmielva and 
their country-and share the coovictioo that thc:rc's 
oothii¥ they, or America, can't do. 

nom the innoccn~ ol the fiftie5 through the 
drama and turbulcn~ al the sixties and St'VCDtiC6-yca.rs 
when America would tt.ac.h out aod touch the heavens, 
only to be tom apai:t by war in Asia and conflict at 
home-we follow th~ men, the womcn thcy love, and 
their children. Judd, an i.rrcprcssible moun~ bas the 
most flamboyant personal We and career: in the Mm.nt".s, 
as a charismatic prcac~ in Congress . Red, a football 
hero &om a Pennsylvania factory town, is a Vietnam 
POW for &evco yea.rs, while his wife Sophie rai.cs their 
children and strives to get him rdeacd Joe, the most 
sensitive and mtellecnw, becomes important in the 

invincible. 
to grow up. 

tpat::e program. Hil wife Dorothy studies law, is elected 
tD ~, and bas I vital impact on the hves of the 
otbcn.~y tbc yur al America's biCCDtennial, all of them 
haft changed. And IO W their country. 

Jama Webb is uniquely qualified to write a novel 
ol this~ and power Reporting on his rcc.cnt withdrawal 
from pohoa, TM New Yor.k Times said: "James Webb, 
marine, ffte'rm, lawy~ Omgressional aide ~d. after all 
written Fields ol Fue, considered one of the finest novels 
to come out ol the Vietnam Wat He ~d writtcl A Sense 
of Honor, wb,;ch rocked the Naval A~y. He bad 
mother book in him, as writers so often put it, and he 
waso't going to let Capitol Hill or Ian ~mtmc:nt as head 
oi] W- Veteiaru Administraticm keep~ fro:n fr~ 1t:• 

In A Cot.NTR Y SUOi As THIS, James Webb 
involves us in a dramatic story of mco and women we 
care about deeply. And be makes our recent past come 
alive in ways that instruct, evc:n as they entertain; fasci­
nate, evco as they heal. 

,._ \ 
.. , ' • t 

I ~ 11), the atJtlxr (f 
FIELDS (f FIR 

a 
A Literary Guild Al tematt Sclectioo 

el DOUBLEDAY 

, . 

• 

....... . . 
fj,. , "~ 

.,-~ .. -

~ 



. 
.i. 

~unclay, Uctober 23, 1983 <,no, o.i1u 11orai11 Nt•• 1913 

.Jim .Webb, 
• •' I 

author~--
l" ·.-e~~,~id 'no' to the Presid~nt 
because-he had a book to write 

_and more 
Book took precedence 
over Presidential offer 

I ._ - . . ·- . 
1 tootiD,ed from PIie IG. . ·- - :. . , •.. ,.; , . I '1rst among 2U lieutenants. He wanted to 
i fight for the First Marine Division in Viet­
I nam. ije led a rifle platoon and later served 
••companycommander. . · - -
·-:- lie ~rned two Purple Hearts for wounds. 

·Bv Kent Biffle '. For beroism;1le won the Navy Cross, the Sil-
..,,.,,_.., no.,-, ver_Star, ~d tw9 Bronze Stars. He was p~ 

- I'm on the third floor. My ego Is deep • ; moted to ·captain a year ahead of his peers. 
ID an inky corner or 10me forgotten 
haement. My rattled macho is down ' Returning to the "States, be served on the sec-
-lllere, too. ! retary of the Navy's im1t1ediate staff. Then he 

IjustmetJamesWebb. ; retired from the Marine Corps because of 
To stan at the stan, Vietnam veteran , 

Cyde Chappell, the chief director of • leCOndary infections in his wounds. For his 
WFAA-1V, dropped by for a chance to re- l work at headquarters, however, he was 
new bandsh.akes With his old friend '. ~•rded the Navy Achlevement Medal . 
.iames Webb, the author. 

If you've seen PM Alaiazine, you've ! ( "Wait. Stay tuned. 
leell Chappell's work. If you've read ; : Webb then studied law at tht! Georgetown 
l'idds of Fire or A Sense of Honor, you've ! -thuversjty Law :eenter, where be wgn the 

·1ee11 Webb's work. Webb, who lives In i Hora_ n_Award for excellence in legal writing. 
Arlington, Va., was in Dallas for an lnter-
Yiew that just might include mention or I While a student, he wrote his first book, Ali• 
his new book. A Country Such as This cronesia •and U.S. Pacific Strategy (1974). For 
(Doubleday. S17.95) . It's powerful. The leVeral months he was special consultant on 
novel Is more than a novel. Webb's vast , 
research and eye for detail make his his- . lilllitary land use to the governor or Guam. 
torical saga ring "true... j · · . ThE;ri came Fjelds of Fire, both a Book-of- · 

Waiting for Webb, Chappell, who the-Month Club and a Playboy Book Club se-
had some kind of filth in his mouth, and 
1 began talking about vile oral habits. lection. Webb was meanwhile serving as the 
There was crud in my mouth, too. assistant minority counsel for the Veterans 

"I have &iven up those killer pimp Affairs Committee.in the U.S. House of Repre• 
sticks for toothpicks and devil dirt," I sentatives. 
told Chappell around a mouthful of t<> At the end of that year, he returnedito the 
bacco. I shoved a fresh lid of Levi Gar-
rett chewing tobacco across the desk to congressional position of minority coun*I to 
him. the House Veterans Affairs Committee. He 

"Take it. Too tuf fo mah mouf," I ex- was the key Republican staff member in the 
plained. 

'"Thanks. but I only chew Red Man." · congress for all issues regarding veterans, 
Around a wad of dark leaf the chief had including employment, Agent Orange, post 
wrapped a grin as fierce as a warrior traumatic stress disorders, studies on former 
who is clamping a knife blade between 
his teeth while notching an arrow on his prisoners of war, and the workings of the VA 
bowstring. hospital system. . 

"I eat Copenhagen snuff," he said im- When President Ronald Reagan took of. 
modestly. 

Real men don't spit. fice, he offered Webb the job of heading the 
The Webl>-Chappell friendship Veterans Administration. "Sorry, Sir." Webb 

didn 't date from Nam. Ther"d met years was just too busy writing A Country Such as 
ago over a bottle of bliss in some state-
side barroom claimed by Marine officers This. 
and other frustrated tigers. The Marines might have a few good men, 

I showed Chappell a clutter of clipp- but nobody's perfect, I reflected. 
ings on Webb"s background. Nobody 
really could be that good at everything. I led Webb to a quiet room. I couldn't re-
But Webb's Fitlds of Fire is often rated sist probing for imperfections in this young 
the best novel to come out of the lost paragon. Not even a Shakespearean hero can 
war. 

A Country Such as This is an impec- escape a fatal flaw. 
cably structured dramatization of a pt,· Did Webb's wounds from the two gre• 
riod 09St-1976J shared by many Amen- nades bother him? Not much, he answered, 
cans and survived by some cf them. 

I conceded to Chappell that Webb"s although he had been ripped by fragments 
drama probably will be another mega- from top to toe, front and back. Well , truth· 
something of the kind that imprisons fully, the s};lrapnel had thrown off his tennis 
readers first and later whole families of 
'JV-viewers in their homes night after game. 
night. We might see it become another I bored on. How dare he be an achiever in 
Winds of War phenom. a world filled with losers? 

Speaking of phenoms. Webb, judging W lk d bo h boo'" ''Th h 
from the clippings, is a live one, a real e ta e a ut t e " · e researc 
talking-writing-fighting phenom. actually changed my mind about the Viet• 

He graduated from the u.s. Naval nam war," be said. "I had come away from 
Academy in 1968 with the Superintend- writing Fields of Fire with ambivalent feel-
ent's Letter of Commendation for out-
standing leadership while a midship- ings." 
man. 

He chose Marine Infantry Officers' 
Basic School. where he was graduated 

James Webb 
His research on the new book had syn. 

thesized a new attitude. 
"I'm convinced that our attempt to help 

the ,Southvietnamese people was one of the 
most moral acts we've attempted as a nation. 
It's interesting that many historians are com­
ing to that same view.'.' 

Moreover, the novelist-lawyer-warrior be­
lieves the United States could have trans­
formed a no-win war into a victory of sorts -
a negotiated victory. 

"If President Lyndon Johnson had 
bombed Hanoi in 1965 the way President 
Richard Nixon did in 1972, that war would 
have been over in weeks. We could have had 
a negotiated settlement. It would have been 
necessary for us to maintain a military pres• 
ence in South Vietnam, much as in South Ko­
rea. But we could have saved the nation of 
South Vietnam.:· 

A consistent winner must have a tough 
time accepting a dismal loss, I thought. I 
again inspected him for flaws. 

"Have you, personally, ever failed?" I de• 
manded. 

He answered with a quotation from· some­
one: "Every successful life is a series of mi• 
nor failures." 

Could he detail any recent ones? Nothing 
sprang immediately to mind. 

Finally, as he was about to depart, I fired 
my curve ball. 

"Jim, do you have any vices?" 
·"Well, I chew." 
Really? 
"I chew tobacco." 
"Do you spit?" I asked. 
"Never," he said, "unless I have to." 
You just can't fault a man like Jim Webb. 
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OUTLINE OF EVENT: 

REMARKS REQUIRED: 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November -30, 1983 

FREDERICK J, RYAN, JR., DIRECTOR 
Presidential Appointments and Scheduling 

FAITH WHITTLESEY 

Meeting . 

To receive from the author a copy of the book 
For Self and Coun·try. 

Rick Eilert was the first proqram director of 
the Presfdent~s Vietnam Veterans Leadership 
Program in Chicago. He i s a Marine veteran 
who was seriously wounded in Vietnam. Fe has 
had 40 operations on his legs in the las~ eleven 
years. For Self and Country is the first book 
which tells the story of the recuperation of a 
wounded Vietnam veteran. His inspiring story 
6£ personal courage describes the sup~orti~e 
community wounded ·veterans formed in the wards 
of military and veterans' hospitals. This meet­
ing was recommended by Thomas Pauken, the DirectoI 
of ACTION. 

None. 

DeceMber 12th or 13th. Time open. 

Five minutes. 

Oval Office. 

Mr. Rick Eilert 

President is given copy of book, soeaks b r iefly 
with Mr . Eilert. 

Talking points. 

Faith Whittlesey 

Morton C, Blackwell 
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BOOK RE\'IE·W I 
Tom Carhart 

Vietnam: 
an honest 
telling 
A

flood of booh on Viet · 
nam has .hit thr• market 
this fall . ·most seeking to 
explaio : ,-011 offer their 

variously ~~true~ -accountings of, 
AmeriCll's Indochinese tonure and 
pain Unfonunateh;, DUln}' of these 
books are self-indulgent or ideo-

J'or Self and Country. 
By Rick Eilen 

ldoTTOV.', Sl3 .95 , 304 pages 

Joiically slanted in such a war as to 
only confuse rnaners further , they 
offer neither satisfactory explana­
tions of the war nor rebable guide­
posts for moral action in the future 

Out of thiE> clamoring crowd, 
Rici Eilert's .tale of his combat 
duty, serious wounding and the 
aftermath emerges as pure and as 
tTUe as a laser beam. 

Eilert anempa no political pon­
tification, builds no f1ctiona straw 
men through whom to proJect 6 pet 
ideolon Rather, he just recoi.Jnu 
what happened tD him and allows 
the reader tD draw his own conclu­
aioru . Tbe book u • natural 

Writmi with ra~. even unnerv­
ini hoDC$tJ, the \letcran begins 
aritb bu provincial teen years : 
~ ,peci.al, jur. another young 
tnan from~ Mid~t ,.,ho went to 
thr Joc.&J coUege and Quickly 
ni.mked out Thar wu in the mi ddle 
1960l, .-bcn Amen~ was build mg 
ap iu. militAr)' strength in Vietnam 
Eilert never hesitated His countr.· 

· WU at 11'Ar, and be joined the 
Marine, tD offer hifi We - an offer 
that wu very near))' accepted . . . 

.... 
,• . . . ·-- · 

He telb us up front 1bou1 how hf 
101 hi, 1hartl}' wound,. qu ick I>· and 
concitel)' painting the background 
th,t allows u, to move c:autiousl)'. 
anenrively down that jungle trail 
with tum. 'ib,eether, we look down 
and see lht naked grenade . And 
then be takes UE through the curi-
01u slO\l· motion that. envelops him, 
tu, mind ncing for aurvival as his 
body drags. The grenade explodes, 
blw'ini the nesh from his legs . 

The agony i, almost palpable, 
and the sub~uent rescue washes 
over the reader in • great waY.e of 
relief. But the passion play has only 
just begun . For• year, Eilert lived 
throu~h • tonure most Americans 
wouldn 't understand The bones of 
his legs were crushed , the &kin and 
flesh stripped away, exposing raw 
11erves and muscle . Each day. the 
bandageE were changed three 
times , and every cha nge called for 
scraping of the wounds to force 
bleeding and eventually resiore life 
to his limbs Eilert describes pass­
ing out from pain . or approaching 
that point , as a daily occurrence . 

He v.·as badly injured . but he 
tells of the reahty all the wounded 
soon learned lf you stan to feel 
sorry for yourself, or think you've 
got it bad. look to your left or your 
Tight, and you'll soon see someone 
wjth " 'horn you wouldn't change 
pla~s Even for Eilert , there were 
many : thf Marine. for instance, 
shot through the neck and para ­
lyzed , unBble even to spea}< - eble 
only to blink hiE eyes and weep 

For his put , young Eilert 
accepted his sufferin~ and tried to 
eet or. ~ith life . He became in the 
process a man . 

One of Buddha's Four Noble 
'Ihlths ~·as that "Life is suffering" 
Benjamin franklin said, ~Those 
thmgs that hurt. , instruct:· The sign 
in Eilert '5 hospital ward read · ".t-.o 
pain, no gain .·· Unlike many young 
Americans of the Vietnam era, 
Eilert trulr learned that "'·isdom. 
He too~ the hand dealt him and he 
flourished , not in spite of the suf­
fering but rather because of it. He 
di d join the Marine6 to offer his life 
to h.is countT)', but in accepting and 
absorbing the brutal pain from his 
wounds th.a~ dragged on and on, he 
IT"e"' u • person That is clearJr 
the m~ of the title, •For Self 

.af takes courage to read this 
book This is .one wanior'g answer 
to the anti-militaT)· smear pro­
jected by such as the movie MCom­
ing Home," and one Cll.rulot read it 
wi thout ~in.& powerfuUr moved. 
Jock Eilen i, • man's man. 

7bm CaThan .-GE '1Ward.ed two 
i>llrplt Hearts for ll'Oun.d.5 •'4ffered 
ill \.'~rnam in 1968. 

• 
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Novembe r 28, 1983 

.MEMORANDUM TO: ANNE HIGGINS 

FROM : Norton C. Blackwell 

SUBJECT : Presidential Letter to Rick Eilert 

I would like t o recommend that a letter from t he Presioent be 
s e nt to Mr , Rick Eilert. Mr. Eilert is t e author of the just 
published book , For Self and Country . The book relates the 
experiences of h imself and other seriously wounded Vietnam veteran s . 

The atta ched materia s should provide what additiona l infor mation 
you may need . 

Thank you . 

MCB : mmk 



Of Fin O F 
THE L"'•IRECl OR 

I 
\'\' ·\SHl:---:GTON , D .C. 20525 

MEMORANDUM 

To : 

From: 

Fai t h R. Whi tt lesey , Ass i st ant to t he Pr esiden t fo r 
Publ ic Liai son 

James K. Coyne, Special Assis t ant to t he Pres iden t for 
Private Sec t or I nit i a t i ves 

') n fl 
Thoma s W. Pauk en , Di re c tor, ACTI ON cr.rr--if {.l,!,';-,.~r-...--

On September 26, t he William Morrow Company will publish 
For Self and Coun try by Rick Eiler t. Rick was the fi r st program 
director of the President' s Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program in 
Chicago . He is a Marine who was wounded in Vie tnam and has had 40 
operations on his legs in the l a st e leven years . His inspiring story 
is one of great personal courage and the supportive community wounded 
v e terans formed in the wards of military and veterans ' hospitals. 
For Self and ·Country is the f irst book which tells the story of t he 
recuperation of a wounded Vietnam veteran. The book has been chosen 
a s a featured selection by t he Literary Guild and the Military Book 
Club . 

I would like to request your help in arranging the following : 

(1) A letter from the Pres ident to Rick acknowledging h i s 
service and thanki ng him for writing the book and telling 
his story (draft enc l osed) . 

(2) A brief meeting wi th the President during which time Rick 
can personally present t he President with a copy of his 
book . 

Please let me know if you need any further informa tion or if you 
have any questions . 



Rick Eilert 
577 Applegate lane 
Lake Zurich , IL 60047 

Dear Rick : 

I wan t you to kno~ tha t you have my warme st thanks and congratulations 
for telling your story in Fo r Self and Country. In thanking you pe rsonally 
I 'd like to extend my thanks on behalf of all Americans to all the thousands 
of other severely wounded fietnam veterans who , like you , brought such grea t 
courage and dedication to the task of overcoming your wounds. 

You have given of yourself on the ba tt lefield, in the rehabilitation ward , 
in writing this book and still give of yourself as a volunteer helping other 
veterans in the Vie tnam Veterans Leadership Program. Your examp l e is in­
spiring . In your life you have embodied the American ideal of service . It 
is central to our democratic way of life that individual citi zens see service 
- - both in the military if necessdry an d as civilians in everyday l ife - -
a s a means of exercising individua l responsibility . Without thi s essentia l 
element of service and r esponsibility , freedom becoes a hollow abstract ion. 
America is a better place because of your service For Self and Count ry . 

Again, thank you. You have my best wishe s for continued success . 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Reagan 




