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At 44, and on disabllity retirement,' Stensland accepted the
veterans’ program director's position last year for no pay, | has
only very recently ag to accept compensation from the program.
into which he said he's put $30,000 of his own money.

Returning from Vietnam in 1971, he was hosnltalized fcv threw
years sud in & wheelchair until three years ago.

“We padt sent one of our :n in the program to the
International Wheelchalr Olympics in Edmonton, Canads,” he sui:’
“Rl~rard Thomas Is winning up there, too.”

ensland does not talk about his war medals, one of which Is
the Silver Star.

‘He talks about Vietnam vet. 1s:

“This progr.  has two goals: to help needy Vietnam veterans in
any way possibie, and to enhance the public image of Vietnam
veterans. :

*Only a miniscule part of less than haif & percentage poini ct
Yietni  veterans are ¢ burden on this soclety, and it's in  hz
public realjzes that fact,” ha sald. ““The rest are hard-worrxing,
successfu’  lzens whoj  happeded to have beea In Vietnam ic <«
a job and w do it well.”

He was a Marine Corps comipany napder ta Yivinam, pea
an adviser there to reglonal and provincial forces.

He’s also the character named “Lenahan” In “A Senss of
tionor,” James Webb’s novel about the Vietaam War.

“T like midshipmen,” Stensland sald. ““I ike Marines. I like the
people who work for me. I trust them implicitly until they prove
otherwise; then they better watch out.”

He lo'  to play bridge and has traveled i0 many hridge
tournaments over the years.

About leadership, he simply said: “Loyalty down begets loyalt:
up. Respect the people who work for you.”

Do you know someone you'd like the rest of San Antoalv to meet? Send

your sugge=*i~n to the City Desk, San onlo Light, P.0. Box 161, San
Antonlo 7 . :
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Although he did it somewhat grudgingly,
President Reagan is to be commended for sign-
ing into law a bill that grants  «dical-care eli-
giblity to Vietnam-era veterans who were ex-
posed to Agent Orange and for inaugurating a
volunteer program that will help veterans find
jobs and overcome personal problems that may
"have had their roots in military service.

The programs represent victories for
Vietnam veterans who felt they were ignored
by the government they served in a bloody,
forsaken arcna.

. As he signed the medical-aid bill, the
‘President said he hoped it would be adminis-
tered in a manner that would not “add to bud-
getary costs of Vetera  Administration medi-
cal care and trcatment.” Many Vietnam war
welerans who were exposed 10 Agent Orange
‘beliecve they can prove that the defoliant
caused many of the costly medical problems
that have plagued them and their children,
‘ranging from skin rashes to genetic defects.

Although an appropriation to fund the

sisure has not yet becen approved by Con-
gress, the bill also authorizes a new small busi-
‘ness loan progr for disabled and Vietnam-
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cra veterans and sets the number of hospital
and nursing home beds in Veterans Admunis
tration medical facithities at not
100.,000.

The volunteer program will be under the
direction of Tom Pauken of Dallas. hoad of the
federal A0 rogram and a Vietham vet
cran hindserr, %as WAl as a two-time candidate
tor Cor _ ss. To be called the Vietnam Veter
ans Leadership Program. it will iast for three
years and establish centers in 50 major cities to
offer guidance and emplovment help tor Viet-
nam veterans,

The creative aspect ot the program is that
the centers will be headed on a volunteer basis
by men 1d women who served in Vietnam
but have overcome whatever physial and
mental scars they may have suffered to lead
successful lives.

President Reagan wus night when he said
that the U.S. troops w fought in Vietnam
“have never received the thanks thev deserve
for their extraordinary courage and dedication

in a war they were not allowed to win.” The
two federal programs are a decent and proper
start toward making up for that deficiency.
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