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Meet The Leaders ... 
Of The Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 

Chuck O'Brien, Chairman, Philadelphia 

In 1970, as a platoon leader with 
the 9th Infantry Divison, Chuck 
0 'Brien was Airborne and Ranger 
qualified. He fought in Cambodia, 
was wounded and lost part of his 
leg. 

"I've emerged from the ex­
perience with a positive attitude," 
he said. "I taught skiing to the 
handicapped in New England. We 
put a lot of emphasis on restoring 
confidence in physical ability." 

Last July 3, Chuck was the first 
of a group of eight handicapped 
people to reach the summit of Mt. 
Rainier. 

The group returned from the 
mountain on Independence Day 
and received national recognition 
for their climb, including honors 
bestowed by President Reagan. 

"I discovered I have a natural af­
finity for Vietnam veterans," says 
O'Brien, who is now an attorney 
with the Philadelphia law firm of 
Pepper, Hamilton and Sheetz. 
"They are more disciplined, more 
generous and cooperative under 
pressure. And I just like their com­
pany. 

"I've worked in the state govern­
ment and the private sector and I 
know that to succeed, requires hard 
work and discipline. These are 
characteristics of the men who serv­
ed in Vietnam." 

"These men have labored under 

Chuck O' Brien 

tremendous disadvantages," he 
points out. "They've had two to 
four years taken from them. Per­
sons my age who were not in the 
service are now partners in their 
firms . This is a fundamental inequi­
ty and yet one that can be worked 
around." 

He adds, "I wouldn't change a 
single thing that's occurred in my 
life . We need to reassure other 
veterans that the experience is one 
that can be built upon, that we can 
actually provide .assistance to help 
regain those two to four years."* 





Meet The Leaders~ , . · 
Of The Vietnam v·etetans Leadenhip Program 

' Jerry 'wamaer, Chairman, St. Lollis 

When ·Jerry Wamser - returned 
from Vietnam, he aaya, "I just · 
wanted to put it all behind me." 
Wamser, 35, is presently an at­
torney in private practice and is ac­
tively involved in a variety of civic 
affairs ipcludina the Board of Elec­
tions Commissioners, City of St. 
Louis. which is a pbernatorial ap­
pointment. 

As a MACV ldvhor to the 23rd 
Vietnamese Infantry Division, 
Wamser apok.e nuent Vietnamac. 
Several years after his return home, 
when the Red Cross called on him 
to help relocate South Vietnamese 
refqea, be pitched in. 

"E•en then," be says, ''I ttill 
wanted to push the war ~- I saw 
what we all wanted to do wu 
eradicate it from our national 
memory. I also saw we can't do 1errrw-
that. We have to recopize the ona 
who served thin." more sensitive and alert to tbcle 

So Wamser . volunteered to who have problems," be a&JI, 
become the Chairman of the St. "Al,d u we become more semitiwe 
Louis VVLP. "'Ibe existence of the ~ the issues we can provide more 
VVLP is Iona overdue. I've NC:Ome ;;-,t _taorca to effect chanae.tf* 





-.. 

. Point ~• View . . 
. The Leadership ·Role Of 

The Vietnam Veteran In Today's Society 

TINre ii a bit or fllily recaia. bllt 
unaoticed aood IM'WI bl Amakaa 
life: It is the new COIIIIIIUllitJ 
leadenbip by tbe - wbo jo1Ded 
our loqest war II riftemen, aquad 
leaden, and ticutmanta. JUll lite 
their countcrpaN from preYioua 
wan, they ar:e a coatinuiq IOUrce 
of effective leadenbip. . 

Durina the lixtiel and - early 
ICVellties these men-went to war, 
w.ually returnin& ·u ·ilolalod and 

· unwelcomcd indlvidula to start 
their professional and bulUleu 
careen, several years off tbe pace 
of their male and female peen wbo 
did not ao to war. 

Ooin& c:ould be brutal eDO)llh, 
but often, so wa the a1ien1tioD 
upon coming home-. Thia hanllbip 
bu lent maturity and wildom to 
our Vietnam veterua, tramform­
ina them into a .;or nlldoNI 
NIIOUrCC, 

Executives and fOUDden of.-« 
busiDCSICS in aucb dtiel al Mall• 
phis, San Antonio, Loe .......... 
and San Francilco are Vletum 
veterans, u are newer vice 
presidents and partnen in .b, 
broterqes, and law f'irml in 
Nubville, Atlanta. Kama Qty, 
New York, Louiavillc, Baldmore, 
Richmond, and Philadelphia. 

Today's succearul phyaicial in 
Wuhinlton, DC and Chicqo were 
medics or surpona in Vietnam. 

Executives within national. iabor 
unions ~d interest erc,~P ~­
tions are Vietnam vtterana. 

Aliiatant secretary and -,aty 
J)Oltl in the Pentqoa, the Depert­
lbCllt of Labor. the Veterana Ad­
miniltration, and other Peclsa1 
apnciea, are ft11ed by theee mea. 

Tbe chief coUJllel and staff direc­
tor _of the Senate Judiciary subc:om­
mittee on re,ulatary Jeform wu a 
Marine rifle platoon c:ommander in 
V"aetnam. 

.,,.......,. 
• 

1" wrillr • CMilnllM o/tlw· 
ao.t1-01·11w ~ .,~,..,. 
~ FUMJ. All i,ttonwy, 1¥ 
,r,,dwud from. Wat Poblt-ilt 1166 
tllld .-Nd In .,,,,,..,,. 1169-19'10. 

The Vietum Nttlefield baa 
already prodllCed -teVeral IIICCCUful 
~- And lu(flll, GllC tllbla 
WU aJrcady certain QOUt ~ 's 
futln! the next SoverJIOI' or tlae 
Comaiaewealdl-would be a comllet . 
VeunD of ·V"aefum-tlle COIDIIIDD 
bond of the two can4idata. · 

Tll•• aea have immeai.c . 
streqlll. -A.ccordiqly~ natioul 
.ll;aden WaDl to )ieam about taelll, 
meet them individually. and briDI 
t'bem into ·their rants. Their 
strcn,tll comes from public rapec:t 
and emotional bc,ndlQa. 

Nearly ten ycan after the war, 
Amcric:ans have bet1lla to acoord 
bonor to the men who aoldicred in 
Vietnam, as reflected in various 
memorial activitia, official public 
statemeata, and retrospeetive boob 
and newspaps _artida. · . ,. 

There is a srowina deep ra,ec:t 
for the maturity, wildom, ud 
senae of public 9Cl"vicc of the men 
who returned from the W'1' ud 
because of this, many V"ICllWD 
veterans will earn and maintain 
roles of increuina public trust. 

1n-eamina and clscharsinl tlleir· 
positions·of tt\llt, they can be par­
ticularly effective becawc of their 
strona bondina to fellow vetwam 
in the leadcnbip c:ommllDity, e¥Cll 
if they have differina views on IOibe 
specific iuues. 

They were YOUD& men to_. in 
the cauldron of war. Their abared 
experience sives them a lanpaae, 
memory and friendship that 
facilitatea communication amoaa 
them. 

One taJ1J IDdk:ator of thil 
mmatlt ii the rapid 1UC10111 in 
creatiq · a national Vieta 
wtcral memorial OD the Mall. In 
two yean, Vietnam veteram have 
IODC from coocept to comtructioll, 
includins a recm.t •able c<a­
promilc on speciftc details of the 
delip. . 

Old Wulain,toa, DC bands 
bow that this ii a -.jor 11Chieve­
ment, liven tile clec:adol-loq 
trav.U of many IDIIIDOriab. 

Another indic:ator ii the lap 
number of Ill~ executives 
who have· stepped forward u 
volunteen tn the V"aetnam Veterans 
Le.aderpship Pro1ram. The 
Presidattial initiative bowed in the 

ACTION ...,ncy ealists succeuful 
Vietnam 11etcram into COIIUllwuty 

. ,,pf<>11'81D.!' to addrm the ltiJI unmet 
~ or IUDY IDCll who fOlllbl in 
i""~ietJumr. TIie prop- is Wlderway 
".' in 30 citia CD route to a tarpl Of 50 
; c:ities by tbc ead of dais :,ear. 

, Tbe bat way to leera about tbele° 
men ii to lead wut they write ad 
the literllare ii ample. One aood 
besbmial II 7Tw Wolllld«l a.mt­
. tlon, a recent balok wbicb preNDta 
veteram . • DClll•v.denM iD a 
dialope ..,_,ut America's future. 

Of importance on any radin& list 
are the books of V"aetDam veterans 
Philip (:aputo, Charla Fia)ey, Tim 
O'Brien, Uld Jama Webb. 

Their litsaturt tells many thinp 
about tbae IDCll, what they think, 
wb~ they are. One recurri.q 
theme ii dial their wartime tour 
worked . to clNpcn, not ctirnioiab, 
tbeir ... of ud Qplleity for, 
public aemce. 

Another ii that tbae men leek. 
mature roconc::iliation acroa the 
divisions that fractured - their c~•~n 'durina the Vietnam 

_ '. The Vietnam veteran has arri,·cd . 
He ii a leader . * 
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MeetT Leaders .•.. 
. ~ The Vietnam ·veterans Leadership Proaram 

John D. Baines, CJuw,ua, San Antonio 
Vietnam Ve.terus Leadenblp Proamn 

Joba D. Balaes 

As President of John D. Baines 
Properties Inc., John, 35, has 
brokered and/or developed com­
mercial real estate throughout the 
Southwestern United States. 

His firm bas been quite active as 
well with real estate investments in 
Great Britain, West Germany, 
Canada, tlte Bahamas and Mexico. 

From 1968-1970 Baines was a 
member of __ Navy Seabee Team 
,0316 serving in Quang Tri, Dong 
Ha, Khe Sanh and Hue. , His 
primary · function was · building. 

rirebases, landing zones and, he 
say$, · "building what was the 
longest bridge in Vietnam at the 

· time. 

"i guess I'm like a lot of people. 
The Vietnam War and my involve­
ment in it are very sensitive matten 
with me. The current position 1Jiat 
there may still be prisoners in Viet­
nam troubles me gravely," says 
·Baines. 

When he returned home from 
Southeast Asia, John . bepn bis 
career in the real estate business 
because, althoµgh he had only one 
year left to graduate, he found it 
difficult to adjust to college life. 

"I realize that while I worked 
hard these past ten years for 
-everything I've_ got, there are guys 
out there who haven't been quite so 
fortunate," says John, "I want to 
help give them a chance to make 
something out of their lives." 

~~oncludes, "~s nation was 
rippca qd tom apart by the- Viet~ 
nam War and the Leadership Pro­
gram can pull it back together ..• 
this program can do more . to 
reestablish patriotism in this coun­
try than anything that's been done 
before. We were patriots, not 
chumps! It's now time to set the 
record straight.''* 

. --



,; 
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Meet Tlle-Leadeil .\ t 
Of TIie VletMII Yeterw Leadenld Proara111 
. I•■ C.•••• Cllalnlln, N....._. Callfonla 

V...... Vetena1 LelMkntlJ Pr...-- · 
John Cumminp acrved in Viet- . 

nam with a Special Forces Team at 
Kon Tum. 

He returned to Vietnam a second 
time as • rifle company commander 
with A Company, 4112th Infantry, 
199th Liaht Infantry Bripde. 

Seven months later he wu 
wounded. 

When be returned to the States be 
held a staff position u Captain and 
acted u prosecutor for court Dim'• 
tials. 

"I WU ,oiq up apiDat real 
lawyers," be says, "and IOIDeODC 
said to me · 'you'd make a pretty 
1ood lawyer.• I went to Stanford 
University ,and then OD to law 
ac:hool." . 

Cumminp, now 35, ii ID private 
practice in the Sul PrudlCo Bay 
Area. 

''TbolC or III who wast to Vlet­
D&lft did what wu required of III u ''TIie VVLP Pel me the oppor­
c:itizent or thil country,,. Cum- · hmity to do w11at I do bat-per­
minp ays. _ IUade peoste that Vldllalll WleraDI 

"WecouJdn'func:lentad the un- art more ate ml! dim likc--tbe 
friendly reception WC IC)t when we -.notJpe. 
returned-we did wllat we wen ''A lot of111 arc now la potitiml 
supposed 10 do but then; IUddenlJ wlllR we can turn UOIIDd 111d sift 
we were bad pys. That lhlCk in my a hand. The VVLP ii the correct 
craw for a lot of years. ~ u far u I'm concerned 

"I don't think in this clay and . ~, co: a 1!lobicm duil mil9t be IIOlved 
a,e, confrontational-type politics ... 1leftiire we, u • aatioa, can move 
10lva anythiaa. · · . forward • ., · · · · 

Glell •endal, Co~alnau, .Nortllenl Callfonila 
... jumped ai the opportUnity to 

be involved ·with the Vietnam 
Veterans Leadership Pro,ram," 
says Glen Kendal, 40. . 

" I've felt ror a Iona time there 
should be a pro,ram lot vetenn■ 
that would accompBlb what -. illl- , . 
tended with die VVLP;•• :. ' Y '''<-· 
. Kendall is married to.an attorney : 
and bu a 10.yar-old dauptcr: 

Kendall is President of T•_- .. 
radata, Inc., and worb interna­
tionally with the mineral, oil 111d 
.. iDlhlltrijll. He ii allo ~ 
of Kmdail Alie ci••· • COlllU1tiil 
ftra.. -_;-.. ... -: _.......;~:, :· -, :: ~' },,1.:{ ~ ; ~. 

Olmhoid■ a~dcar:eetro. . 
Dart Olltb Collep, ad . WU . 
:IClected . lffl to• a WIike '. 
HOUie Fellow. '. ' · -.; • 

Before fOIIIMlhta bis pr.- . . .. 
businessinSaaPrancilcofive,.., -~-c.:-~:-: .,, _, . ~ .,.... •· :_.."~ ;~~ · 
a,o, be WU director of polq pla- . •. ·, "° •, · - ._ . . 
Din, for the Ellviro~Protec_. pfain9'1,• be -,a;-~ are 
tion Aamc,. · , · -- ~·• . · · , 1-1 • • : resJ)ODSl1>1e citizcm and tbere-. 1111 

Kendall tcrVed ia Vietnam widt • ways to ao. lcO tolve the probJaDI 
thel9&Jllnfantry8ripdcuarifle ~~=-in.,· . ,· ~::,: ... -· a· 

company coaunander and battalioa·~- •~ V'tetaam veteran need, to 
itaff offlcer. . . . · .· .. : ,~· : .. .IDow ~ the country~ be is. 

"Vlctaalia veterans aren't com- . ,-rlot. ••• .. ; 
. .... - - ,. . 



·" 
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Meet TM baden~ . · ~-. 
. .· , . . -~-. 

Of ne Vietnam Veterans Leadenhip Proaram 
Mu Pattenoa, Qalnnali, Hartfotd, Coaaectlcut 

V.Jetum Vetenu~p Proanm ·.· . 

Max Patterson, 37, baa served the · 
town of -Windsor, Connecticut for 
the past 3 yean in the capacity of 
police chief. Patterson is Windsor's 

, first black chief and the only one in 
the staie of Connecticut. 

He was appointed by the dover-· 
nor to serve on .the task force ex­
aminina prison conditions. and wu 
tile ooly police chief to sit on 'that 
commission. 

After bis tour in Vietnam with the 
1st Infantry Division Max attended . 
Michigan State University and 
bepn bis police work there. 

He earned a BA · in political 
science and bolds a Master's dc,p-ee 
in public administration. 

"At Michigan State there were a 
aroup of Vietnam veteram · who 
,-.e very close-we always were 
leokin1 out for each other. 
1brouah ·the years we continued to 

· remain close," . Patterson ~m-
ments. · 

· ·"But when I came to Connecticut 
a few years ~o I ,ut that aiide and 
became absorbed in my work. 

Mu PaHenea 

When I beard about the VVLP it 
started the (U'e 1oin& apiil. 

"People have a deep interest in 
what this proaram is all ~ut. I 
haven't beaten on any doors and 
yet it's already beaun to snowball. 
It's important and it's time."* 
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·Trench War Qver Vista 

. ,· '1 .•·• ' 

•. !. ~-r~--
•' J - · • . 

When the Reagan : administration job description. Llst all Vista -projects 
took office, one of the_ first targets of approved, renewed or denied .since 
Its budget ax was the Volunteers In Dec. 31, 1981. Indicate reason for de-
Service to America program. Vista · ' nial. Why were FY '81 monies · not 
was costing over $30 million a year, it used to recruit, train and place 
did not do much clear good for the. · Vista's from May·-1 through Septem· 
poor It presumably sought to help, and . ber 1981 since that was the purpose of 
it provided an offensively large sub- . the funds and no Vista's were placed 
sidy to middle·class kids trying to or· - during that period? How many new 
ganize a left-wing political · base in initiative projects had clear and 
poor neighborhoods. You'd think the stated anti-poverty missions? 
Vista ct1t would be welcome to a One aim the subcommittees seem 
scrimping, ~nnypinching Congress. to have in all this is to establish the 
But of course you'd be wrong. claim that Vista is as political now as 

F f
. 

1
· 

1982 
Co · t ' it was under Jimmy Carter. They ob-

or 1sca , ngress cu _- . j t 1 th v· t , f r 
Vista's authorization by half. For '83 · . ec O · . e, new !S a s unne mg 
the Congressmen halved it again; the . money mto .. some~hmg . called . the 
administration had requested even . . . Yo~ng Volunteers m Action proJect, 

. . . · which seems to them like old fash-
less. ~Id benef1c~anes of tl~e program ._,. ioned volunteerism. The sul>commit· 
orgam~ed . as Friends of _Y1st~, began . tees also dislike the new administra­
camp~ugnmg among their friends on · lion's Vietnam Veterans Leadership 
th~ Hill t~ try to slow the . bulld~zers. project, which instead of organizing 
T~1.s _sp;mg t~o H~us~ ~oi:nmittees · :; alienated veterans to demand bigger 
claumn., oversight 1unsd1ct~on over . . entitlements is trying to attract veter· 
the agency-the su~comm1ttee on.. s who are in ood shape and can 
Manpower and Housmg, headed by • ~ g . 
Cardiss Collins, a!1d the s~bcommi_ttee w::wf;!_er vets advice on how to be 
on Select Education, chaired by Aus- . . · · · · · · · · -·· · 
tin Murphy-began investigations and ~ne victim · of th~ VISta ~anhunt . 
he.irings into how the administration ···· estimates that the Ume_ ~equ1red __ to. 
W.!s treating the Vista program. . field congressional . lnqume~ has 1~-
• • • - · · . . creased some twentyfold . smce this 
:; :The subcommittees used the tech· ·: oversight exercise began. The ques• 
1U1J11e of torture by questionnaire. tions aren't designed merely to elicit 
:,hey demanded that Vista produce · information; they aim to keep admin· 
answers to literally hundreds of ques- istration personnel off b'Uard and build 
lfons: Pn>vide an updated list of all up the pressure to continue authoriz· 
:&,iedule -B ~mpk,yees. Schedule C ing money for Vista even if the White 
-employees, consultants, and experts- • House is reluctant. Unless the admin· 
:pirt time, full time, and temporary • istration pays attention to. the Vista 
:since April 1, 1981. Please indicate maneuvers, that is exactly what is 
~de, rate of pay, date of service and likely lo happen. · 



_;:_!::f.; •,:,_;\ :-· / ' .... 

; : . .-·. -~ .. ·;_ 

::.)/ ~.- : -"~i)y :: \) · ~--

Frank Kelly, Chairman 
National Economic Co111nission 

James G. Bourie 
Director for Economics 

Jean Atallah 
Editor 

ACTION - Vietnam 
Veterans Leadership 
Program 

The Vietnam Veterans 
Leadership Program, 
designed to bring 
together Vietnam era 
veterans who have 
made good readjust­
ments to help others, 
has just received a 

grant of $850,000 from the ~is~r:-~.!ionary 

funds of the Employment and Training 
Administration, and not from any funds 
allocated to the ASVE. 

These programs are in the following 
places: 

Albuquerque, New Mexico (for state) 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas (for state) 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Chicago, Illinois 
Hartford, Connecticut 
Houston, Texas 
New York City 
San Francisco, California (for northern 

part of state) 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Phoenix, Arizona (for state) 
St. Louis, Missouri 
San Antonio, Texas 
Seattle, Washington 
Rapid City, South Dakota (for state) 
Los Angeles and San Diego, for south-

ern California) 
Nashville, Tennessee 
Waterbury Center, Vermont (for state) 
Wilmington, Delaware 



VVLP Wants You 
Vietnam veterans helping Vietnam 

veterans-and veterans of other wars 
helping them, too-is the emphasis of 
the Vietnam Veterans Leadership Pro­
gram (VVLP), a new federal initiative 
administered by . ACTION, the 
national volunteer agency. 

Edward Timperlake, VVLP na­
tional director, is urging that members 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
through its community service activi­
ties volunteer to assist VVLP in its pro­
gram for Vietnam veterans. 

Timperlake said VFW members 
need not be Vietnam veterans them­
selves to participate, although Viet­
nam veterans are being encouraged 
strongly to take part. 

VVLP will cost $2 million a year for 
three years or approximately $50,000 
for each of the 50 cities where it is 
planned to go into operation after a 
one-year buildup. 

VVLP's pilot phase began in Balti­
more, Md.; Philadelphia, Pa.; Nash­
ville, Tenn.; San Antonio, Texas; Wil­
mington, Del., and Phoenix, Ariz. 

Since then, it has become active in 
Albuquerque, N.M.; Pine Bluff, Ark.; 
Chicago, Ill.; Hartford, Conn .; 
Modesto, San Francisco and San 
Diego, Calif.; St. Louis, Mo.; Rapid 

City, S.D.; Waterbury Center, Vt.; 
Houston, Texas; New York,N.Y.,and 
Seattle, Wash. Plans are being made 
also for a city in Indiana. 

By December, Boston, Mass.; the 
Columbus, Ohio, area; Denver, Colo.; 
Portland, Ore.; Louisville, Ky., and 
cities in Hawaii, Mississippi, South 
Carolina and Florida are expected to 
be included. 

Timperlake said the program en­
courages successful Vietnam veterans 
nationwide to volunteer their time, 
effort and creative leadership to help 
solve problems still faced by some of 
their fellow veterans. 

In each of the 50 communities a vol­
unteer chairman and a salaried project 
director will oversee VVLP programs. 
. The specific characteristics and 

needs of the local Vietnam veteran 
population are being studied and a 
specific plan of action designed to 
solve the most pressing problems are 
being developed. VVLP volunteers are 
working at the senior social, economic 
and political levels of their communi­
ties to solve the lingering problems of 
Vietnam veterans. 

While specific details of each pro­
gram depend on the characteristics of 
the individual community, typical 
activities include liaison with local 
employers aimed at improving job 
opportunities for Vietnam veterans 
and business activities for Vietnam vet­
erans who want to start to build up 
their own business. 

The program does not attempt to 

duplicate or overlap VA services and 
its outreach centers, local community 
based organizations and veterans' 
service organizations, Timperlake 
said. 

Rather, VVLP complements them_:: 
and worb to make the entire range a(; . 
available services as cohesive ancf ·. 
effective as possible. 

VVLP is not a one-on-one service 
delivery mechanism nor is it intended 
u a referral service, be added. 

, VVLP is intended to be a short 
· term. cost effective, volunteer pro­

gram with significant but realistic, 
limited goals, he continued. 

Approximately 9 million Ameri­
cans served during the Vietnam War 
from 1963 to 1973. Of that 9 million, 
about 2. 7 million, or nearly one in 
three, served in Vietnam itself. Some 
98% of that number were men. Most 
of them now are between 26 and 35. 
During the war 57,698 were killed and 
270,000 were wounded. More than 
21,000 were disabled and about 5,000 
lost one or more limbs. 

While it is estimated that as many as 
500,000 still have problems associated 
with their Vietnam military service, 
most veterans have adjusted well. 
More than 70% of all veterans who 
served in Vietnam, including those 
who experienced heavy combat, in 
retrospect, feel glad that they served 
their country, according to a poll by 
Louis Harris and Associates. 

The nation's Vietnam veterans, like 
the veterans of earlier wars, constitute 

---------------- a tremendous source of strength and 
leadership for the country. ~•,~ :,, 
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Meet The Leade~ ••• 
Of The Vietnam Veterans Leadership Propam 

Leo Tllonaeu, Claalnua, So■tllen Callfonla 
Vietua Veterus Leadenlllp Propua 

When uked about bis ICnic:e in 
Vietnam, Leo 1bonne11 a:,a, ,.I 
flew 92 ~ missions and then relued 
OD a bard bed until the war WU 
over." 

Thorsness, 50, spent six years u a 
prisoner of war in North VldDalll. 

When he rcturDed home, be 
underwent atemivc suqery for the 
injuries be bad received when bis 
plane was shot down and from the 
treatment he received while in 
prison. 

In prison bis capton comtantly 
bombarded the POWs with news 
from the United States-"'Only the 
bad news, of course," says 
Thorsness ... We couldn't tum it 
off. We beard about floods and 
tornadoes and were quoted 
speecbes from the anti-war move­
ment." 

While in prison Tbonneu decid­
. eel if be made it home, he would run 

for the Senate in South Dakota to 
chaJJenac GmJ,c McOow:rn. 

Thorsness, wbo bolds the Medal 
or Honor, campaipecl apinst 
Mc0overn while still OD crutches. 

But bia nee was rua at the time of 
Watapte and ,.the day Nixon 
raipled," he a:,a, ''McOoYcnl 
1POIL'' 

_ "When the prisoacncaae baac, 

we were tra&ed. very well. Quite the 
conttary is true of the way the reat 
of the Vaetnam veteram wae 
treated. 'I feel a debt to thea, • 
well • to thaee wllo are ltill liud 
u JlliaiDa in actioll. 

"Evaa for thOIC of m wllo llaw 
adjusted-who are doial otay, 
niliDa oar fsmffier &MN an di 
thinp Wt to be dQae. It's time to 
couall up the dlictm bma. 'l1ae 
VVLP will p, a Jona way towards 
die ... raolution. "* 

( 

I 

J 
( 

t 



\ 

. . . . ., 
n:,u:u!11~11n1-r:uu11~inH1a,iiu; ~. r 
f • & flilHfl. ·•·1~• ;h(f!fi(t•·1 r-;1 • a·: . r .. 

1if~ :~!l(tf ~i!•I-H lihi'i' i1L- nr U;:f! i a: i 1,t; i .11 ha1rfl(l!pg! h .. [r(i!1jf ~hi ◄i! ll 1 

lll•UIUil-,1H~ ·r it• ·i 
··• 1·=s1,r 1· .. iru! .. 1 : ·. iJ [ t i 
~ IJ- r n I I' ', l t •. ~ ~· . 1 I a ? i 

I - ~ ·}!1lfiflJ:;11 i 1,! ~-I :· ... 'r • r. • r. • 'I . . I • i ' , . , ;; ., : -. • 
'1 , .. , f [ I l ·1 -, ., ·-. ·s: •• t~i··. ~•.,," l1ft.:"-~/' l,i.~-- i . •• . . .,, ... ,...··· .. , .~-- ~ 
' I ' : •, •)•ii,, ' -,r r, ·. '')", ' •·'.', . , . ., 1r,1,1, ,t .. _ .. . ~,,.· ·: ... . •, , .. ~ .<i-~~·1 · -t·-·· . ... 

· "'-'l< 7 w .. - •-.. • ·"---•-... .... . ,.; - - · ---

• 
I ' 



ToaPukn 

Meet The 
- Leaders 

D STRIPD-THE NATIONAL TNBUNE _i 

. \ ·.-
Of Tile Vietn• . _ 

Veterans teade~P 
Propanl 

• · TIie iloaonble 
· noau Weir Pana 

Dlnctor, ACTION 
· "'tom Pauken left bis la'w practice 
in Texas to bead,ACTION. the na­
tional volunteer agency. He directS 
the activities of some 300,000 
AmericanS who serve as volunteers 
in ACTION programs. -

P-auk:en , graduated from 
Georgetown - University in 
Washin&t<>n, DC in 1965 and two 
years later enlisted in the U.S. AT· 
my, where be served in Vietnam. 

· He earned bis law degr~ from 
Southern _ Methodist University in 

See Pauken. Pg. 3 

1973. 
• 'The Vietnam veteran was pro­

trayed in the late 60's and early 70's 
as little more than a drug crazed 
killer. Now we are portrayed as 
guilt-ridden victims ... I've bad 
enoug)i," said Pauk:en recently. 

"More than BO'lt of the Vietnaqi 
veterans who came home have 
made the successful transition back 
to civilian life and are doing fine. 

"There are those that still do 
need help but it docs them no ser­
vice to encourage fhem to wallow in 
self-pity to reinforce their doubts 
about their own self worth. 

"I have been tremendously im­
pressed by the · caliber of men who 
want to participate in the Vietum 
Veterans LeadersJup Progrant. 

"We want it known that there is 
no shame or stigma to beiaa a 
veteran of the Vietnam War." 

"We may ~ yet comp~end 
the full meaning of that common 
experience which Vietnam veterans 
shared, which somehow binds us 
together in spite · of our disparate 
backgrounds and viewpoints. 

"Yet of one thing I am cer­
tain-there is no better way to in­
sure that those who gave their lives 
for our country will not be foraot­
ten, than for the returnillg veteraDS 
to demonstrate that we are capable 
of exercising the kind of i.edership 
so badly needed in Amtrica 
today."* 
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Darts & Laurels 

Employment Poster . . . 
George L. Skypec/c, seated, whose an has 
frequently graced the covers of DAV Maga­
zine and other DAV publications, recently 
designed a new poster for the Vietnam Veter­
ans Leadership Program (WLP ). The poster 
being signed here for WLP National Direc­
tor Ed Timper/alee. left, and ACTION Direc­
tor Thomas W. Pau/cen, is now hanging in 
post office buildings across the U.S. Featur­
ing four rows of military ribbons, including 
the Silver Star, Purple Hean, and Vietnam 
&rvice Medal. the WLP poster boldly as/cs, 
• 'What does America do with experience li/ce 
this?" and answers, "Put iJ to work!" 

1b Past....aer Gceeral 
WBam B11R1 &--for dis-

. playing an ACTION-
sponsored poster dedicated to Vietnam 
veterans in post off"1ees throughout the 
country. Illustrated with combat ribbons 
and service decorations. the poster 
quotes President Reagan •s advice to .. ex­
tend a helping hand . . . to our fine Vaet­
nam veterans. Recognition and apprecia­
tion ... is long overdue ... 1be message•s 
intent: to put their experience ••to work.•· 

•*• 

... 
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Mod£rator Bishop John T . Walker directed the evening's discussion by panelists fames Webb, David Martin and fohn Zengerle at the program on 
November 11. Photo: Broffman 

JOHN P. BEELER III 

Almighty God. e uznmlber before you the Vietnam war and 
those who lost ei.r lives in the war. We commend to the healing 
p9wer of the Holy S iri t the wounds of the war, wounded bodies, 
wounded lives d woaru:te.d countries. and we ask for grace to 
face our past and to forth your love now and in all days to 
come. In the name o son who was wounded and who gave 
his life for us. AKEN 

(From the service in ashington Cathedral on November 11, 1981) 
• 

The Vietnam war lasted ten years, the longest in our na­
tion's history. At the cathedral Int summer, Canon Michael 
P. Hamilton began discussions with several laymen who 
had served in Vietnam. It became plain during the discus­
sions that there is much unfinished business regarding that 
war and that the church has a role in the task of identify­
ing and healing the wounds of war. 

Those discussions led to a symposium held on Veterans 
Day (November 11) in the cathedral. A crowd of over four 
hundred gathered to hear three speakers in a dialogue with 
Bishop John T. Walker and to participate in a concluding 
service in which the congregation commended the wounds 
of the Vietnam war to God's healing power. 

The evening opened with a tape, "Sounds of Vietnam 
Wu E.ra." The voices of Presidents Kennedy, Johnson and 
Nixon echoed from the cathedral's walls, with combat 
noises, popular music of the era, an ti-war demonstrators 
and a Huey helicopter recalling the trauma of that ten-year 
period in American history. 

''What are the wounds and how should the church re­
spond?" Bishop Walker asked at the beginning of theses­
sion. Over the course of the evening, the bishop, Vietnam 
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veterans Joseph Zengerle and James Webb and conscien­
tious objector David Martin helped to clarify the matter. 
They indicated that the Vietnam war affected the genera­
tion that came of age during that war in ways that merit 
consideration of the war's spiritual effects. If the war 
affected our material life in such aspects as economic, polit­
ical and military attitudes, then the war must also have 
affected our spiritual life. The war did this through its 
manifestation both in the combat zone and in life in the 
United States. 

The result, according to the participants, is that the 
Vietnam war will be an even greater force in American life 
in the next two decades than in the last two. This is be­
cause the war created deep separations within the huge 
generation that became adults during the decade of the 
war. The separation~ will damage our national life unless 
we take conscious steps toward healing. Healing offers a 
redoubled sense of unity which, in the view of the speak­
ers, could make that generation a stronger source of world 
leadership than if no war had so traumatized them. 

The speakers said that the forms of separation in the 
generation are one man from another man, men from 
women, self from self and self from God. They pointed out 
that literature of recent years portrays the first three sepa­
rations. Notably, The Wounded Generation by James 
Webb, which was reviewed in the fall issue of Cathedral 
Af,e, addresses the first three. But these are themselves evi­
dence of some spiritual separation of indi\riduals. An indi­
vidual sealing himself or herself off from another is not 
loving another as one's self, and is not giving or receiving 
the acceptance, fellowship and love that define God. People, 
when they tum away from others, are usually turning 
away from God. · 

For the church, the wrenching experience of the war, 
combined with these submerged divisions, suggests that 
there is work to be done. In part that work must get the 
generation to focus on each other and to accept one another. 
A resolution was passed at the convention of the Diocese 
of Washington focused on this need, commending the issue 
to the attention of the General Convention of the Episco­
pal Church to be held in New Orleans this fall. 

The speakers at the cathedral called u~m the commu­
nity to put this matter directly to the country. Open dia­
logue on these issues can help the brokenness of Vietnam 
veterans and others in that generation; it:can also aid in 
restoring unity at a time when concern about the military 
draft and defense preparedness appears in the church and 
throughout the country. 

Both veterans Webb and Zengerle and conscientious 
objector Martin agreed that the Vietnam war was a class 
war unfairly borne by minority and lower income men and 

John P. Wheeler m is an attorney and a vestryman at the Church of 
the Epiphany, Washington. He is a Vietnam veteran now serving in 
President Reagan's administration. 

12 

their families. They particularly singled out the inequities 
of the selective service system which allowed educational 
deferments to those who could afford college and graduate 
school. Webb and Zengerle agreed that the war might have 
been shortened if more ~ms of influential and leadership 
families had been subjected to serving in it. 

At the close of the evening, in his summation, Bishop 
Walker said, "Each side waits for the other to confess it's 
wrong. And nobody confesses, and true reconciliation goes 
begging. Somewhere along the way we very frail and falli­
ble human beings must put aside the question of who is 
right and who is wrong and acknowledge that, before God, 
none of us is right because none of us is good enough to be 
right. Therefore we forgive each other, take each other 
back, and the wounds can be healed." 

Participants 
JOSEPH c. ZENGERLE III is a law partner in the Washington 
office of Bingham, Dana and Gould. He was assistant Sec­
retary of the Air Force (Manpower, Reserve Affairs and 
Installations) during the Carter administration. A West 
Point graduate, he served in the Army in Vietnam in 1968 
as a special assistant to General Westmoreland during the 
Tet offensive and as a unit commander in I Corps. 
DAVID A. MARTIN, currently assistant professor at the Uni­
versity of Virginia School of Law, was a conscientious 1 
objector during the Vietnam war. He has served as a special ! 
assistant for human rights and humanitarian affairs at the ' 
Department of State and he has published and lectured on 
the legal status of refugees. A graduate of Yale Law School, 
he has served on the board of Common Cause. 
JAMES H. WEBB JR. is a graduate of the United States Naval 
Academy and Georgetown University Law School. He 
served as a Marine officer in Vietnam and was wounded 
twice. He is a frequent contributor to journals on military 
affairs and is the author of the novels, Fields of Fire and 
A Sense of Honor. He is currently at work on a new book. ill 

Photo: Broffman 
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Vietnam Vet Leadership Program 
Is Up and Running in 17 Cities 

As a boy, Wayne Hanby longed tq become 
a professional baseball player. 

Tbat"s not an unusual dream. but it came to 
an _anusuaJ end-an ending of boyhood 
dreams all too familiar to many DAV mem­
bers. 

Hanb lost a hand and the sight of one eye 
to combat wounds in Vietnam while serving 
with the 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines . "At 
22," be said recently, ·•1 had to take stock 
and re-evaluate my whole life." 

He achieved a level of success in the fol­
lowing ) ear.i. eventually becoming a justice 
of the peace in Delaware. But, he needed 
something else . some way !O make a special 
concri ·oo_ He found it a few months back 
v.ile be became the program director of the 

ilmingtoo, Del ., operation of the new Viet­
nam Veterans Leadership Program (VVLP) . 

H member of DAV Chapter 2 in 
• is pobably typ ical of a number of 

achie ;eme.n1-oriented DAV members who are 
taking aan'C erest in VVLP. The new 

program is the brain child of Vietnam Veteran 
Tom Pauken, who took over' the reins of 
ACTION from Sam Brown shortly after 
Ronald Reagan became president. 

Pauken wanted a program that would 
mobilize successful Vietnam veterans as 
volunteers to help solve the problems of other 
Vietnam veterans who aren't doing so well­
a program that would complement. not dupli­
cate , what the VA and such community-based 
organizations as the DAV were doing · for 
these veterans. 

However, VVLP shares one goal with the 
DAV andjusl about every veterans' group in 
America. "Integrity of service," VVLP 
National Program Director John P. Wheeler 
keeps repeating; "Integrity of service.·· • 

Harping on this single idea, Wheeler joins 
the many who insist that vietnam veterans 
have a right to be proud of their military 
service-that they should be proud of the 
sacrifices they made at their country·s bid­
ding . 

Too often. however, that pride just isn't 
there . . _ or it's buried without escape deep 
in the hearts of Vietnam veterans. The experi­
ence of the DAV Vietnam Veterans Outreach 
Program bears this out. 

" During and after the Vietnam War, · · ex­
plained DAV Assistant ational Adjutant 
Robert H . Lenham, " our society's message 
to Vietnam veterans didn ' t ha,·e to be stated 
openly. The reactions on peopte·s faces v. ere 
enough to tell the veterans 10 eep their stories 
to themseh'CS--that 'ietnam "eterans had no 
ri~ to feel good about ha,;ng <en·ed their 
country" hen their go emmem called them to 
31TllS. ,. 

1be DAV's ootreach program is attacking 
the question of pride on a one-to-one basis. 
through individual and group counseling. The 
VA's Vet Center program, modeled after the 

-✓ I / 
-....,; 

1.'VLP Kick, ~;/ . 
l'resid,•nr Reagon )!reels Wayne Haf!h· 
director of V\/LP-s Wilmington, Del .. office . 
Bt's/-.1,•lling author Jim Webb, u, Hanby' ., 
lefr. and Wilmington College Dean Kip Beck­
er. right , also participate in the WLP kick­
off. Becker is WLP' s local chairman in 
i\Jmington. Webb is serving as a volunteer 
advisor to the national program. 

DAV's outreach effort, is doing much the 
same thing . VVLP's approach complements 
these programs in what Pauken and Wheeler 
hope will be an effective way. 

VVLP is unique in that it uses as volunteers 
and spokesmen Vietnam veterans who have 
made it-veterans who arc doing well in busi­
ness, the professions, the trades, govern­
ment, the arts, or education. This, ·hopes 
VVLP Deputy Director Bill Jayne , will 
"counteract the stereotype of Vietnam veter'• 
ans as losers." 

Jayne harks back to a · statement President 
Reagan made when dedicating VVLP. "Con­
trary to the unjust stereotype," the president 
said, "the vast majority of Vietnam veterans 
readjusted quickly after returning from 
Southeast Asia and have excelled at their 
post-war endeavors." 

Veterans like DAV member Wayne Hanby 
and others who are giving some of their time 
to or working in VVLP have a story to tell-a 
story that runs directly ~gainst the grain of the 
popular characterizations of Vietnam veter­
ans as either victims or villains. 

Hanby is nobody's villain; he"s a good 
man . Nor is he any~dy's victim; he's a 
winner. 

So, what is Hanby doing? VVLP leaders 
have identified unemployment and underem­
ployment among Vietnam veterans as prob­
lems they want to attack . And Hanby's on the 
go, talking with employers throughout DeJa­
ware. He"s making sure Delaware·s veterans 
receive timely notice of stale government job 
openings. And he ' s working on the steering 
committee of a Veterans· Fair, set to focus on 
employment opportunities in Delaware this 
September. 

VVLP volunteers who are working with 
Hanby in Delaware are deeply involved in 
these and other projects. lbey're talking with 
business people and government leaders. 
They're con mcing people that employment 
of veterans makes good sense. They're trying 
to make constructive things happen and get an 
up-beat story about Vietnam veterans told. 

\\'heeler hopes to have VVLP programs 
'Orlti.ng on activities like these in 50 cities by 

Sept. 30. but the program needs successful 
Vietnam veterans to step forward as volun­
teers. 

·. ·What these people are doing." com­
mented the DAV's Lenham, "is very posi­
tive. and our organization supports their 
efforts. I"d encourage successful Vietnam 
veterans in the DAV to consider giving this 

. program some of their time. I think it would 
be worth:,vhile for the veterans who volun­
teer. as well as the veterans who are helped." 



VOLUNTARISM RENEWED 

Paukenlulclng 
.New ACTION 
Agency 

I 
n the midst of long-overdue cutting of 
the Washington spending machine's 
budget, one federal social program is 

not being cut back. The Older Americans 
Volunteer Program in the ACTION agency 
is being expanded. 

The man responsible for t~is notable ex­
ception to the rule is Tom Pauken, ap­
pointed last year by President Reagan as 
director of the federal government's 
massive volunteer agency which provides 
more than 340,000 Americans with mean­
ingful social work every year. The agency 
has long been a center of political con­
troversy as a result of political appointees 
previously in charge of the $145 million 
bureaucracy who often s~med more inter­
ested in furthering ideology than in helping 
America's needy. 

Of the program, Pauken says "we con­
sider this the cornerstone of a major ad­
ministration initiative to encourage volun­
tarism among in America. Dollar for 
dollar, I think it's the best government pro­
gram there is." The program operates on 
an 587 million annual budget. The program 
includes three elements, Senior Compan­
ions, Retired Seniors Volunteer Program 
and Foster Grandparents, which has receiv­
ed substantial national publicity. 

Mentally and emotionally handicapped 
children in low-income homes are the 
primary focus of the Foster Grandparents 
program, which has also been strongly sup­
ported by First Lady Nancy Reagan. Fed­
eral funding is being maintained at current 
levels, while Pauken aggressively develops 
new funding from state and local sources. 

No :.er Grants Ended 
" Many VISTA (Volunteers in Service to 

America, a major ACTION program) 
grants went to groups associated with Tom 
Hayden , the anti-nuclear movement, ele­
ments of the New Left and Ralph Nader­
related organizations," Pauken points out. 
In one instance, a self-described "socialist" 
group in Dallas, Texas, received VISTA 

g. 
ese groups don't really help the 

poor," Pauk.en contends. "They tend to be 
upper class white, leftist and 

d Lo organize in the name 
try to mobilize, if you will, 

oooosi·iti-ion to Lhis present 

President Reagan launches ACTION's V~tnam Veterans' Leadership Program. Tom 
Pauken and presidential advisor Eli:;;abeth Dole join him on the podium. 

economic and political system." 
· In Pauken's own succinct words: " We 

have stopped that kind of funding." 
While seeking to end taxpayer financing 

of fringe groups seeking political power 
rather than providing assistance to the 
needy, Pauken is dramatically reforming 
ACTION and each of its major programs 
to fulfill their original purposes. Along the 
way, he has also initiated several innovative 
efforts designed to bring the agency into 
concert with President Reagan's compre­
hensive programs to renew neighborhood 
voluntarism. Pauken has initiated programs 
dealing with drug abuse among young peo­
ple, runaways and chronic illiteracy in low­
income neighborhoods. 

Pauken is also the highest ranking Viet­
nam veteran serving in the Reagan Admin­
istration and he has inaugurated a new pro­
gram, the Vietnam Veterans Leadership 
Program, which illustrates the director's 
basic approach to social action. The Viet­
nam Veterans program is establishing 
volunteer programs in 50 communities 
across the country, each to be manned by a 

Thomas W. Pauken, Director of ACTION 
and a man determined to make voluntarism 
work for all Americans. 

volunteer chairman and a salaried project 
director, both of whom must be successful 
Vietnam veterans and community leaders. 
Each of the 50 offices will study local Viet­
nam veteran needs and then develop a spe­
cific action plan designed to meet those 
needs in conjunction, first, with local 
resources, then with other sources, in­
cluding available government programs. 

Bureaucracy Slashed 
While reinvigorating ACTION's 

volunteer emphasis, Pauken has successful­
ly reduced the agency's bureaucracy. 
"We've cut our administrative overhead by 
25 percent and we feel we're going to be 
spending less and getting more for it in 
terms of encouraging voluntarism." 

Paul.en is _determined to put his agency 
back in the mainstream of American life 
and values. "I argue that there are two ma­
jorities in American life. One, I call the 
popular majority. The other I call the 
cultural or intellectual majority. The 
popular majority still believes in the tradi­
tional Judea-Christian values. 

"The intellectual majority has adopted a 
set of values which are primarily secular, 
relativistic and rationalistic. There naturally 
is some conflict. I think it confuses some­
one who grows up with the experience of 
home, of neighborhood, of personal rela­
tions and who finds traditional values make 
a lot of sense to suddenly hear from experts 
that those values are outdated.wrong, nar.e 
and parochial. 

"There is a tremendous push in the in­
tellectual majority to influence the rest of 
us to accept their valuef. If you go along 
with the intellectual majority viewpoin1, 
you are considered a little bit brighter, pro­
gressive and moderate. If you dissent fro 
that view, you are pushed into a corner. It's 
a very powerful force." 

Tom Pauken shares ~he values of the ma­
jority of Americans and is determined 
ACTION will reflect faith in those val es, 
as he goes about marshalling more than a 
quarter of a million people giving their · 
and resources helping fello" citizens. ■ 
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They've IUCCII_~ despite 
great adv1rslty-bllndneu, 
crlppllng wounds, deep publlc 
hoatlllty. Now they help lea 
fortunate war buddies make It. 

No other veterans in U.S. history 
have endured the kind of hostility that 
confronted the GI's who came home 
from Vietnam, yet most have slipped 
into the mainstream of American soci­
ety and today lead productive lives. 

The passage has 9ot been easy, and 
thousands more are still struggling to 
find their way. B~t the picture is 
changing significantly. What is happen­
ing is that large numbers of successful 
vets. those who have found their niche, 
are assisting in a widening effort to 
help others do the same. 

All across the country these Vietnam 
veterans are banding together in a va­
riety of groups to give aid 
and comfort to one anoth­
er. At least 24 such organi­
zations have sprung up, in­
cluding one-the Vietnam 

eterans Leadership Pro­
gr~-launched by the 
federal government. 

In many of the programs, 
vets offer practical advice 
about how to get jobs and 
start businesses. In some, 
disabled ex-servicemen 
work with others handi­
capped by war wounds. All 
are equally intent on blast­
ing the stereotype of the 

ietnam veteran as a per-
son ·th deep emotional 
problems. 

"ibe time has come for the 
public to be made aware that 
man of us are much more suc­
cessful socially, politically and 
eccmomile:allty than the derelict so 
oft-en stereotyped by the media," 
comments - · C. Stensland, 
a former marine who heads a 
veterans' program in Texas. 

"It is very important to recog­
nize that more than 80 percent 
of the Vietnam veterans, even 
with enormous difficolties, have 
come home and made the suc­
cessful transition to civilian life," 
asserts Thomas W. Pauken, an 
Army veteran who heads the fed­
eral ACTJOJI,; program. "l have 
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ho 
been distressed to see veterans por­
trayed as losers, fools or dope addicts." 

Among the hundreds of thousands of 
successful veterans are these eight who 
now are working to help their less for­
tunate Vietnam War comrades find 
their place in America-

...... fir Ill" 
John D. Baines was at loose ends 

when he arrived home after two tours 
in Vietnam as an officer in the Navy 
Seabees. Today he is a pillar of the San 
Antonio establishment, owner of a real­
estate-development firm with an annu­
al business volume of more than ~ 
million dollars. 

"People were very rude to us, very 
antimilitary," says Baines of his unset­
tling return to Texas in 1970. "There 
was no one to tallc to about it. I was 
bitter. My reaction to those long-haired 
hippies was abrasive." 

Baines, who played foot­
ball at the University of 
Texas until sidelined by in­
juries. returned to college 
after his discharge from the 
Navy. He did not stay long. 
.. I just couldn't concentrate 
on my studies," he says. 

An. picking up the plecea of 
,. llfe, Vietnam ...... Jam --.. -· dMPale-. 

"After four years it was hard to get 
back in the groove again." 

Baines. now 36, quit college, then 
worked for construction and real-es­
tate-brokerage interests in Texas. Ten 
years ago he opened his own business. 

He feels that the image of the Viet­
nam veteran as a drug addict and crim­
inal has made it difficult for many ___, 
win acceptance in civilian Jife. Espe.,. 
cially harmful, says Baines, were re.: 
ports that 60,000 or more veterans 
wound up in state prisons. 

"They are talking about Vietnam-era 
veterans, •• says Baines. ..Ero is the key 
word. Only 13,000 are Vietnam War 
veterans, out of 2~ million who lel'Ved 
in Vietnam. That is less than half ol l 
percent. Not much ... 

Baines recently began helpina out in 
the Vietnam Veterans Leadership Pro­
gram, a federal project that got under 
way in six cities last year and is being 
financed for three years with a modest 
6 million dollars in federal funds. The 
goal is for the program to expand to !50 
cities by 1984, when it is to become 
privately operated and financed. 

So far, says Baines, his value to other 
veterans has been mainly as a iounding 
board. "We get together, and it does a 
lot of good for guys to get things off 
their chests," says the ex-Navy man. "I 
can immediately relate to them. It's 
going to do a lot of good for me, too." 

1'11111111 1111.r 
John F. Nash. Jr., 35, doubts that he 

would have wound up as a key con­
gressional aide if the \Ya!' had not inter-
vened in his life . · 

"I turned over a new leaf in the Ma­
rine Corps," says the former platoon 
commander. " I hadn't been living up 
to my family's expectations, and life 

· had been easy---«>rt ol Cunelot. It 
wam't until the Marines that I realized 
we have a meritocracy IOciety. A glib 
tongue isn't enough. I went back to 
school with a vengeance ... 

Nash. chief counsel of the Senate's 
Subcommittee on Regulatory Reform, 
went to Vietnam with reservations 
about the war but came back con­
vinced he had done the right thing. 
"I'm so glad I served," he says. "I came 
back, and my conscience is clean." 

But his stint in Vietnam earned him 
heavy criticism from some quarters. At 
one school where Nash tried to enroll. 
he recalls, "an assistant dean of admis­
sions told me, 'We are not really partial 
to hired killers here.' " 

Nash graduated from another ICbool. 
the University of California, and then 
entered Georgetown University's Law 
School. While studying in Washington, 
he was offered a part-time job with 
Senator Paul Laxalt (R-Nev.), who later 
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gives them a place where they can dis­
cuss among themselves the feelings of 
alienation and disappointment that 
many have. 

"Most Vietnam veterans don't l>e­
:: i long to any organization," explains Ei­

- I lert. .. We feel estranged. I got tired of 
• • going to an American Legion club, for ··-i example, and getting bawled out at the 
·, l bar for losing the war and for not 
·· I knowing what combat really is." 

Capitol HIii atatter John F. 
Nuh, • former Marine lieuten­
ant, now Hatena to troublea of 
otherveta. 

arranged for the subcom­
mittee job. 

In his spare time, Nash 
counsels Washington-area 
veterans on their troubles. 
He is hopeful that enough 
successful veterans will catch the spirit 
to make a difference. "Anybody who 
waits for the federal government to 
improve his lot is going to have a long 
wait," says !':ash. 

"WlflllEslnlllll" 
Richard Eilert, director of a veter­

ans' project in Chicago, knows what it 
is to need a helping hand. Severely 
wounded in Vietnam, he has under­
gone 37 major operations in 13 years. 

Eilert, 34, was a Marine enlisted man 
when a grenade blast ripped off most 
of his left leg, shattered his right one, 
broke both arms and caused other inju­
ries. As he lay wounded, a North Viet­
namese soldier shot him in the leg. 

Once Eilert was up and about, he 
says, many people treated him with a 
puzzling indifference. "I found every­
thing changed," says Eilert. "I couldn't 
get a date. Friends were not unfriend­
ly-just cool." 

He tried twice to return to college 
but quit because he felt out of place. "I 
always felt they were looking at me 
Hke I was John Wayne with cartridge 
belts hanging all over me," recalls Ei­
lert. "There was no one to talk to." 

Eilert eventually went to work for 
the Union Oil Company in California 
and wrote a book-soon to be pub­
lished, he says-about his hospital ex­
periences. He took over last year as 
director of the Vietnam Veterans 
Leadership Program in Chicago. 

The program, he says, is vital to Viet­
nam vets because, for the first time, it 
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Charles O'Brien, who lost 
a leg in Vietnam, was once 
cautioned not to try college 
because amputee s have 
trouble climbing stairs. Last 
summer, the former Anny 
Ranger was among eight 
handicapped persons who 
scaled the heights of Mount 
Rainier. 

The Philadelphia lawyer's 
aim in the climb, hard 
enough for someone with 
both legs, was to demon­
strate the worth of injured 
veterans and other disabled 
persons. It would, he 

thought, help build confidence and 
self-est-eem. 

O'Brien, 35, accepts no limitations as 
a result of his own injury. He has even 
learned to ski again. 'Tm an amputee, 
and often that troubles me," he says. 
"It is hard to walk on an artificial leg, 
and yet I had to because I couldn't ask 
for sympathy. I couldn't allow my dis­
ability to interfere." 

O'Brien, who says his younger broth-

LouofaleglnVletlwncld 
not knp Charlea O'Brien 
from a career In......_ from 
c:lmblrig Rainier. 

er performed alternative service as a 
conscientious objector during the war, 
feels too many who served in Vietnam 
have wasted time feeling sorry for 
themselves. ''They nurtured each oth­
er's bitterness," he· says. "I hate to call 
it self-pity, but that's what it was." 

He concedes, however, that the pub­
lic failed to give Vietnam veterans the 
measure of understanding and. tr•ti­
tude they had a right to expect from 
their countrymen. 

In his own case, says O'Brien. 10me 
friends and acquaintances ended up 
feeling threatened by his war experi­
ence. -rhere was a degree of hostility 
because I hadn't taken the easy way 
out," he recalls. "So it was kind of an 
embarrassment to them." · 

O 'Brien now does volunteer counsel­
ing in a veterans' program in Philadel­
phia. Through such efforts. he says, 
"we hope to help get jobs, help them 
start small businesses. 'J'bat•s what is 
needed." . ......... 

Street-level experience has taught 
Max Patterson that his fellow Vietnam 
veterans are no likelier to end up in jail 
than anyone else. 

Patterson. 37, is police chief in Wind­
lOJ', Conn., the only black ever to hold 
the post. Before that he was chief in 
Albion. Mich., and a campus policeman 
at Michigan State University. 

lhe Vietnam veteran, says Patter­
son. is no special threat to society. But 
what is a problem, he argues, are pub-
lic attitudes towu;d those who fought 
in the conflict. "People think veterans 

carry the guilt for the war 
rather than the govern­
ment," says the former 
Anny intelligence officer. 

"I would be very hesitant 
to say the war, the year's 
experience in Vietnam, did 
anyone in," commented 
Patterson. "They would 
have been on that track be­
fore they ever went over • 
there. 

"Twelve months' negative experi­
ence in Vietnam was the final thrust 
that pushed them over." 

In this, Patterson is supported by ma­
jor studies that show little basis for the 
perception of Vietnam vets as troubled 
individuals unable to fit into society. 
One federal survey finds fewer than 5 
percent of all state-prison inmates ever 
·served in Indo-China. Still another sur­
vey indicates that"90 percent of vets 25 
and older are employed. What's more. 
those who went to Vietnam are mak:­
ing more use of federal educatio 
benefits than have the veterans of ear­
lier wars. 

o U.S.NEWS & WORLD 



Patterson himself came out of Viet­
nam determin~ to improve himself. A 
college dropout before joining the 
Anny, the Detroit native worked his 
way through Michigan State after his 
discharge, earning a degree in political 
science. 

·ow that he has settled into the job 
in Windsor, he is helping out in Viet­
nam veterans' groups. "I look at it from 
the standpoint of receiving a request to 
help someone like an old fraternity 
brother," says Patterson. "If there's 
something I can do, I am willing to 
make the effort." 

■NHIRIII WIIII I ll8ctorltl 
There was a time, says Kip Becker, 

when he tried to hide from potential 
employers that he had piloted an Army 
combat helicopter in Vietnam. 

Becker, 34, believes that most em­
ployers do not identify with the veter­
ans of \'ietnam the way they did with 
soldiers who fought in other wars. 
Thus, he reports, .. I kept Vietnam off 
ID\ resume at first, and it kind of hurt 
to.do that." 

. ·ow marketing-and-development 
director at Wilmington College in Del­
aware, Becker wants to see the day 
when all Vietnam veterans can do as 
he did and "get out of the closet." That 
is one of his goals as a volunteer worker 
in a veterans· group in Wihnington . 

.. I am not a joiner, but what I like 
about this program is that the people 
involved are ab e to get along," reports 
Becker. 

He makes the point that " this organi­
zation cares about the ideas of veter­
ans, what they have to say and what 
they need." 

Becker, a college dropout before 
joining the Anny, earned two master's 
degrees and a doctorate after his dis-
charge from the service. I 

"In flight school and then Vietnam, I I 
learned discipline," says Becker. "I ~ 
learned that anyone has the intelli- i 
gence to get where they want to go. I t 
learned to persevere, and Vietnam fo- I 
U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, March 29. 1982 

Once the bar examinations are be­
hind Huffman, be intends to devote 
most of his spare time to helping other 
disabled vets-end to working toward 
a black belt in judo. 

' , ....... 51 ... 

Police Chief llax P•tt•raon 
fMla fellow veta llllve bHn 
wrongly atlgmallwl. 

cused me in a direction. It gave me the 
feeling that I could do it." ......... 

Blinded by a booby trap and with 
little formal education, David L Huff­
man found life especially hard after his 
tour in Vietnam as a Marine rifleman. 

"When I first came back I was kind 
of wild," relates Huffman, 33, whose 
youth included eight years in an or­
phanage. "In 1970 I was in a car acci­
dent and broke both shoulders and my 
spine. I was two months flat on my 
back and another two months in a 
brace. I floundered for a couple of 
years, looking for unskilled employ­
ment, but I couldn't nail things down." 

Huffman's salvation turned out to be 
the source of much of his childhood 
misery-school. After learning Braille, 
he completed high school, then earned 
two undergraduate degrees and a law 
degree from the Delaware Law School. 
He would like to carve out a career in 
international law. 

Luis Sanz, a Cuban refugee, paid for 
his U.S. citizenship the hard way~th 
an 11-month stint as an Anny combat 
medic in Vietnam. 

Sanz, now 37, returned &om Viet­
nam proud of what he bad done for his 
adopted homeland. That's why he was 
shocked to find not all Americans were 
as pleased. 

"'Those were the years ol antiwar 
demonstrations," •ys Sanz, who is to­
day a faculty member at Georgetown 
University's Medical School. 

"It was very frustrating for me. I 
kept very quiet about my lel'Vice in 
Vietnam," he admits. 

Although Sanz knew Ollly a smatter­
ing of English when be returned to 
America, he zipped through college in 
three years, graduating at the top of his 
class, and then earned a medical de­
gree at Georgetown University. 

The unrelenting grind of medical 
school, says Sanz, plus his determina­
tion to do well, kept him &om feeling 
the isolation that has troubled other 
Vietnam vets. "All I did was read and 
study," he says. " I put all my energies 
into my books. 

•Tm not in the dumps," asserts Sanz. 
"I never was. I need no help, but I 
want to help others, lllat is the main 
point, getting people together, making 
contact with other veterans and help­
ing them." D 

B11 WENDELL S. IIF.ll/CI( 
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YIIT-YITS 
AID 
WASHINOTON-A decade after die ad 
or the VldDam war. the aownmcat is 
tapping IOlilC of the more financ:iaDy suc­
cessful veterans to set ap PlOliallll to 
help their less fortunate comrades. 

HJ realize that while I WCll'ked uni . . 
these put 10 years for everytbiq I've 
10(. tbcrc are pys out tbcrc ._ ....,_., 
been quite a, fortUDMC. ., ays JollD D. 
Baines of San Aatoaio, Teas. a.....,... 
ous ral cstale brotcr ....... to Wp 
live than a cbance to mab ICE at. I 
oat of ibeir lives. .. 

Baiacs. a Navy Stabee ia v......_ is 
the volunteer • of the~ 
Veterans Leadcnbip Pn,sram ill S.. Aa-
toaio. one of five • • wbsc 
limilar efforts are ptbaiaa -. 

..... 11 •• 
1be pmsna is de;r::d u, eacoma,e 

IUCCl!ISful VICtDUl W1CrW to wlwecr 
their efforts to help solve the problans 
ltill faced by other veterans. 

Sponsored bJ AcnON. the ICM'D­
mmt•s ,duatecr tpney. the propam 
will bi- ar•btilbed · 50 communities. 
acb with a volunteer cbairman ud a sal­
aicd project director who are boch Viet-

wetcrans. Besides Sao Antonio. ini­
tial propams have been started in 
Baltimore; Nashville. Teno.; WiJmiqtM. 
Del.. ud Pbiladelpbia. 

"ffi&IHluality Vietnam vetenm. pref­
erably with combat apaience. ud who 
uve acdled in their jobs .. are bcin&­
IOUlht to c:ootn1n1te ibc:ir efforts. says 
William Jayne. ·deputy director of the na­
tioml prop-am. Prop-ams will be tailored 
to acb individual city. with emphasis on 
101vina the most severe 1oc:aI problems 
faced by V~ vetenm . 

.., ~- as 'nff?M? 
For instanc:ie. Jayne says. prosram lead­

ers '"mipt speak to a poup of ...U­
business men or So ODN>IHJlllt with Iara­
er employers .. to ~prove job oppouaai­
ties by cmpdliq tbe stereotype of Viet­
nam vets. as .. drug-aued time bmnbl ur 
bapless victims. wallowin& in self-pity ... 

0th« efforts miabt include bclpina vet­
erans who want to start their OWll buli­
nc:ues ur clcvc:lopiq commllDily aappon 
fur a veterans• center. Jayne ays. · 

_Volunteers are Dul expected to do 
counsetioa or provide hahb care offered 
by other aaenaa .. Jayne says. And they 
will nut provide a referral service. 

1be prc,snm will cost S2 miJliua a Jal' 
fur three yars. Tbm federal funds will 
be withdrawn. - it is hoped tbllt the 

_ program will ooatinue on local ~ 
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Shipmate 
Vietnam Veterans Leadenbip 
Program 

· The VVLP began last October as pan 
of ACTION, the national volunteer agen­
cy, with successful veterans volunteering 
to help solve the problems still faced by 
fellow veterans. Program officials em­
phasized that one goal of the VVLP will 
be to counteract the stereotype of the 
Vietnam veteran as a loser, a notion they 
said most harms those who do have 
significant probems and also deprives the 
country of fuJJy usin, their leadership 
potential . 

.. It is time to tap the enormous 
resources of able and successful Vietnam 
veterans who stand ready to come for­
ward to help solve the problems of their 
fellow veterans," said Thomas Pauken, a 
director of ACTION and a Vietnam 
veteran. 

"The men who served in Vietnam have 
a tremendous amoum to offer this coun­
try. Because of the hardships of their ser~ 
vice they are stronger and more mature," 
said John Wheeler, VVLPs national pro­
gram director. 

During the next year, VVLP will be 
established in SO communities across the 
U.S. Programs are already underway in 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, San Antonio, 
Wilmington, Pho~nix and Nashville. Each 
of the 50 communities will have a 
volunteer chairman and salaried project 
director. Both will be able and successful 
Vietnam veterans and community leaders. 
They will recruit Vietnam veterans to 
work at the senior levels of the local 
business and government structures to 
help the communities build and maintain 
a coordinated community-wide effort to 
help Vietnam veterans. 

1n •addition to encouraging Vietnam 
veterans to step forward as volunteers, 
the program is designed to demonstrate 
the leadership of Vietnam veterans and to 
stimulate effective help for the men and 
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women who still have majoc' problems 
resuhing from Vietnam experiences, pro­
blems such as underemployment or 
unemployment. 

The program is desiped to serve as. a 
catalyst rather than a one-on-one ~ 
delivery mechanism or referral servJCC. It 
will not attempt to duplicate or overlap 
services provided by the Veterans ~d­
ministration or outreach centers, or by 
local community or veterans ICl'vice 
orp.nizations. At a cost of $~ ~ per 
year, the three-year program ~ mtended 
to be a short-term, cost~ffecuw 
volunteer effort. The federal role will be 
phased out by September 1984, when tbe 
program will be nu.d Ola' to~ kql 
communities. 

Among the leadership ,or ~ 10 far 
are Edward Timperlate 69, national 
deputy director; James Webb '61, na­
tional advisor; and Mark Treanor '61, 
Baltimore director. All three are Marine 
veterans of Vietnam. 
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ACTION Program Gets Underway 
A new volunteer program. intended to fill 

some of the gaps in service programs to assist 
Vietnam veterans, is getting underway, with 
pilot projects operating in six citiei.. 

Designed to tap the leadership resources of 
Vietnam veterans to assist other veterans. the 
program was established as pan of ACTION 
by Thomas W . Pauken. the Vietnam veteran 
President Reagan named to head the federal 
government· s volunteer agency. 

Called the Vietnam Veterans Leadership 
Program (VVLP>. the new ACTION project 
is attempting to attract successful Vietnam 
veterans to help solve the problems still faced 
by many of their fellow veterans. Paukcn bas 
appointed sc:veral DAV members to manage­
ment positions in the VVLP. 

Included among them is James Webb, au­
thor of the best-selling Vietnam combat 
novel. Fields of Fire, and a new novel, A 
~nse of Honor. \yebb will be an advisor to 
the program. 

The advice of several established Vietnam 
veteran~; leaders. including DAV National 
Employment Director Ronald W . Drach, was 
sought in setting up the VVLP. which will be 
funded at $2 million a year for three years. 
VVLP National Program Director John P . 
Wheeler. Ill . hopes to get the program going 
in 50 communities nationwide . 

Each community will have a salaried pro­
ject director and a volunteer chairman, who 
will seek as volunteef'S Vietnam veterans who 
have been successful in civilian life. "We're 
looking for veterans who have excelled in a 
wide variety of civilian pursuit.s-the profes­
sions. business, labor. the arts, .. VVLP De­
puty DiJCC10r Bill Jayne told DAV Maga.zw. 

··we·re _looking for people who can func­
tion at the senior levels of the business and 

JANU,\JlY 1982 

government struclUres in dieil aw1•wmities 
to help build and mainbiu couufia.-d ..:om­
munity-wide cffons to help Victaam 
veterans~·· 

While VVLP would like to w• mt 
combat veterans IS volumccrs, Jayac lllascd 

. dial commitment and integrity arc die eucn-­
tial characteristics of the Vidmm aa wa­
ans the program is seeking. 

Among the problems VVLP w.-s., con­
front are unemployment and .a.deaaupk>r 
ment of Vietnam Vderans, though VVLP 
leaders hope to avoid cq,licatillg ur overlap­
ping services already provided by die VA, the 
DAV and VA outreach ccan, aisbag com­
munity-based orr1ninrions. and velaW' 
service organizations, such as the DAV. 

However, the program will allaNFC ID tac­
kle some symbolic goals as wdl. Most impor­
tant among these, according to Jayne, is 
"counteracting the stereotype of Vielalm 
veterans as losers-a DUtion that most banns 
those Vietnam veterans who do have signifi­
cant problems .•• 

The DAV's Drach agreed with VVLPcour­
dinators that the program ••cauot be a 
panacea dm will cure all of tbc problems 
Vietnam vetenos have expcricaccd." But, 
he said. • 'It can, if successful, RnC as a 
needed link in a dwn of services fur Vielnam 
era Yderms. 

"There are many Vietnam vctaans ia tbc 
DAV who today occupy responsible poulioas 
in their communities-business managers 
and executives, doctors, union officials, 
lawyers, clergymen, and so forth," Drach 
said. "These are the kind of people VVLP 
needs as volUDICaS, and this program offers 
such lcadcrs a genuine oppamaity to do 
something n:ally meaningful fur their fellow ~.·· 

DAV MAGAZINE 
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program Taps Vietnam Vets 
I PresidentReagan has established, 

as part of ACTION. the national volun­
teer agency, a new program. the Viet­
nam Veterans Leadership Program, 
designed to highlight the leadership 
resources of Vietnam veterans. 

"It is time to tap the enormous re­
source of able and successful Viet­
nam veterans. who stand ready to 
come forward to help solve the prob­
lems still faced by their fellow veter­
ans," said Thomas W. Pauken, direc­
tor of ACTION and him~lf a veteran 
of Vietnam. John P. Wheeler 111, also a 
Vietnam veteran, serves as the WLP 
national program director. 

During 1982. the WLP will be es­
tablished in fifty communities across 
the United States. Programs are 
already under way in Philadelphia, 
Baltimore. San Antonio. Wilmington. 
Phoenix, and Nashville. Each of the 
fifty communities will have a volun-· 
teer chairman and a salaried project 
director, each to be both Vietnam 
veterans and community leaders. 

They will recruit volunteer Vietnam 
veterans to work at the senior levels 
of the communities· business and 
government structure to help build 
and maintain a coordinated commu­
nity-wide effort to assist the thou­
sands of men and women who still 
have significant problems associated 
with their Vietnam experience. such 
as underemployment or unemploy­
ment. 

The program. designed to serve as 
a catalyst rather than as a specific ser­
vice delivery mechanism. will not 
attempt to duplicate or overlap the 
services already provided by the 
Veterans Administration and its out­
reach centers. or by local _communi­
ty-based organizations or veterans 
service organizations. 

At a cost of $2 million per year, it is 
intended to be a short-term. cost­
effective volunteer effort. The federal 
role will be phased out by Septe:nber 
1984. when the program will be 
turned over to the local communities. 
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Successful Viet Vets ,.Urged to Join 
VolUnteer Effort 

S,LAIJ&IBPAUP · - · ......... - . .... -.., 
WASHINGTON - Vietnam 

nterau wbo lane established 
successful dYDiaD careers after 
tllelr llllliwy semce are bei■I 
·eacoura,ed by a aew federal pro­
snm to vobmteer their time and 
leadenbip to help solve some of 
tlae problems still facing their fel- · 
llwveterus. - . . 

Tile Vietnam Veterans Leader­
ship Program, an effort recently 
begun under AcrION, the federal 
YOlanteer. agency, will establisb -
volu■teer programs in 50 com­
munities across the cout11. · 
·The local programs will be led . . 

by salaried project directors, who -,' 
are Vietnam nterans and com- · 

· munity leaders S1iccessful in busi-... 
■ess, the professions or academia, 
aad volunteer chairmen. The pro­
gra_ms will study the specific 

Deeds and chuicteristics of the 
local VietnJm vetena population 
and the■ develop plans loi solving 
tlaose problems, worki■g witlt 
local business and govemme■tal 
structures. 

VVI,P activities might include 
liaison with local employers to 
llelp,lmprove job opportunities f• . 
Vietnam veterans aad business 
development efforts to help veter­
ans who want to begia or buUd 
their own businesses. . _ 

PIiot programs already are 
11nder •i:Y in Philadelphia; Balti­
more; San Aatonio,. Te:1.; n-· 
miqton, Del.; Pboeni:1, Ariz., ud 
Naslivllle, Tena. · 

The other cities have not yet 
been chosen, said Bill Jayne of the 
VVLP. - . 

.. Almost every large city needs 
u effort like Uris.'' Jayne said. 
.. We're .recruiting volunteers to 
run the program first,· and then 
deciding on the cities, bitsed on 
bow maay Vietnam vetenns are 
there, what their needs are and 
what resources ue available to 
them." 

., Since· the program relies on 
, V"tetnam vetenns,wbo are esta~ 

lisbed community leaden, city 
selection also must be made • 
that basis, be said. 

The VVLP will not duplicate • 
overlap services already offered 
by the Veterans Administration. 
veterans service organizations or 
local community organizations, 
organizen sol. -

.. We're not a panacea; we cu't 
solve a II tlae problems by Mir­
selves," Jayne said . .. We're Jut 
anotlaer tlaread ia the fabric ti 
vetera■ssenlcel." 

Tile program is planned to iut 
about tbree years, witll federal 
participation and fundin1 scW­
uled to phase out by Sept. •• llll. 
At that time, individual programs 
may be turned over to the local 
communities. 

uu•s a short-term, cost-effec­
tive, volunteer program with sig­
nificant but realistic, limited 
,oals," Jayne said. 

People interes~ starting a 
volunteer program or working 
with one already established, may 

. contact Jayne or Ed Timberlake · 
at the Vietnam Veterans Leader­
ship Program, ACTION, 806 Qm. 
necticut Ave .• NW. WashiDgtoa, 
D.C.azs. . 
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Free the Veterans 
What would you think if to cele­

brate, say, Martin Luther King's 
· birthday the Public Broadcasting Ser­

vice were to air a film suggesting that 
blacks have good rhythm? Or if, to 
honor Saint Patrick's Day, it ran a 
long documentary portraying the Irish 
as drunken brawlers? Or if, on a day 
set aside to honor the achievements of 
women, it showed a film depicting fe­
male executives as shrews and barra­
cudas? 

If you think PBS would never be so 
insensitive, think again. For it seems 
that to mark Veterans Day today the 
public network is going to show a film 
called "Frank: A Vietnam Veteran." 
In the wailing tradition of Jane Fon­
da's exploitation, "Coming Home," 
"Frank" is a one-hour documentary 
about a former GI who finds himself · 
wracked with guilt over his war deeds 
lhe claims to have taken part in an 
atrocity I, unable to sustain his mar­
riage, susceptible to homosexual 
urges, unable · to · stay away from 
drugs, and fearful that some day he'll 
snap and murder his children. 

We don't qu~stion the right of Con­
gress to set up a Public Broadcasting 
Service to show · this kind of movie 
with taxpayers' funds, if that's what 
the taxpayers want, even on Veterans 
Day. But we do think it's important to 
bear in mind what the film really is­
a vicious stereotype of the Vietnam 
veteran and one, moreover, that has 
been carefully nurtured for more than · 
a decade by an antiwar movement in­
tent on nailing down the American de­
feat 

Thomas Pauken, director of Action, 

the government agency that includes 
the Peace f',QI]S, Vista and other vol­
unteer actMties, brings all this to our 
attention. He writes that more than 
80% of the Vietnam veterans who 
came home have made a successful 
transition to civilian life and are doing 
well. This includes many who were 
critical of the way the war was fought, 
and who grieve over its tragic out­
come. It includes many who feel hurt 
by the ambiguous public attitude to­
ward their service. Just the same, 
most don't · regret serving and would 
· serve again if called. 

None of this is to deny that there 
are veterans who need help with prob­
lems associated with their Vietnam 
experience. Mr. Pauken, however, 
argues that it does them no good to en­
courage them to "wallow in self·pity, 
to reinforce their doubts about . their 
own self-worth, to encourage, in ef­
fect, a seif-fulfiliing prophecy of Viet­
nam veterans . . . as losers. " Presi­
dent Reagan yesterday announced a 
new program, to be run by Action, 
that will mobilize veterans to help 
other veterans shake off this stigma 
and get back on their feet. 

Mr. Reagan himself took the first. 
most important step when during the 
campaign he declared that the Ameri- 1 

can cause in Vietnam was nobie. What 
the nation can dedicate itself to today 
is recognizing that the vast majority 

dened them with in the postwar years. 

. of men and women who fought in the 
war did so with a nobility worthy of 
the cause and deserve better than th~ 
stain the antiwar movement bas bur-

--------------



~E~ ~CTI~N CHltF TALKS A!O 
1:'f ~flttY P,fitUL 
USlC~ STAF~ (O~RESPONDENT 

W~SHlNaTo~ -- THOMAS FAUKEN, THE NEWLY-APPOINTED HEADD~ 
~C~lON, !EL1E\JES PEOPLE CAN ~ELP ERCH OT~ER !ETTER TH~N 
lUR;~uc,~TS CAM. •! HAVE NEVER SEEN A TINE WHEN PEOPLE A~E 
~G~E ~ILLING TO CO~E FORWARD TO HEL~ EAC~ OT' 
SAYS. aTHE TIME 15 RIGHT FOR AN EXPANSION r VOLUNTEE~[S~.· 

I~ ~IS FIR5r FEW HEE~S IN OFFICE! PAU~EN HHAA~~,~~~;;:;:p;fii!!t-_, 
l~YS TO ESTABLISH A SOUNDE~ FRAMEWORK FOR ENLISTING 
'.'OLUtPEERS TO HEU~ THE DISADVANTAGED IM ALL SEt.:1'0"S OF 
A~ERICR~ SOCIETY, ~USINESS, CHURCH AND PRIVATE YOLU~TEER 
PROGtftN LEAIE~S FILE INTO HIS WASHINGTO~ OFFICE TO TALK 
AJOUT HUMAN NEEDS• TO TALK ABOUT HEL~, TO TRLM RIOUT TAKING 
ACT I Ori, 

RCT!ONf THE U.S. GOVERNMENT AGENCY FO~ VOLUNTEER 
~~QGR~MS, ENCOMP~SSES NUNEROUS PROG~ANS TQ AID THE YOUNG~ 

~AGE ~2 -- ACTION 
DISABLED, ELDERLY AND UNDEREDUCATED lN THE UNITED STATES, 
THE P~RCE CORPS! WHICH DIRECTS All !TS VOLUNTEER SERVICES 
OVERSERSt 15 AN AUTONOMOUS PRRT OF ACTION, 

PAUKEN WANTS TO DO MORE, TO )ROADEN EXIST!~G PROGRAMS A~D 
i:-~T~1t 1 T~I-! ~-1i::u l"! ►t~·::::. i-ii:: nn~c: t-lrtT ~-.,,~i::-r-T -r11 !-!~t1r: .:tNY T!;•rH!-:::i ,:--------------------~----------FINDI~G UOLUMTEERS. 

n~OST OF THE PEOPLE IN THIS NATION WANT TO VOLUNTEER TO 
HEL~ OTHERS ?.UT ~fiVEN~T BEEN AS~ED ANJ DON'7 KNOW HOW JEST 
TO CHRNNEL THEIR EF~ORTS," HE SAYS, CITING A RECENl 
tNDEFE~DENT POLL ON VOLU~TEER!SM. ~THE POINT IS THfiT ~OST 

.PEOPLE ARE WILLING TO HELP 2 AND IT IS ACTION'S JOB TO SET UP 
A NETNOR~ SO THEY CAN, 

THE ~E~ ~CT!ON CHIEF, HIMSELF A LONG-TIME ~OLUNTEER 
WORKER !N PROGRANS !N HIS TEXAS HOMETO~N OF UIClORi~J IS A 
~!ETNA~ VEYERRN, R FORNER AIDE TO SE~ATO~ JOHN TOMER C~­
TEX,l A~D~HITE HOUSE FELLOWSHIP P~OGRftM DIRECTOR C197l-72J, 
HE HOLDS DEGREES IN LAW AND POLITICAL SCIENC~, 

fi~ INVOLVED ~ND LITERATE HAN, HE IS FONM OF euoTING THE 
~SiH CENTU~Y ~RENCH ~HILOSOPHER ALEXIS DE TOQUEVILLE. 

PAGE Q3 -- RCT!ON 
·ro~UEVILLE S~!D .THAT THE SPI~IT OF VOLU~TEERISM, THAT 
~!LlI~GNESS TO IAND TOGETHE~ TO SOLVE COMMON PROJLE~5• IS 
~HRT lISTINGU!SHES RNERICR~~ PAU~EN SAYS. ~THIS lS TH~ 
SP!~IT THAT GOES TO THE CORE OF OUR MHOLE SOCIETY.~ 

~O~KI~G MITH A SMALL BUDGET AND HIGHLY COMMITTED STA~~~ 
P~UKE, PLA~S TO IRORDE~ THE AGENCY'S W~RK INTO T~E R~ERS 0~ 
~~QU?LED TEEN~GERS AND VIETNAM VETERANS, 

~T~£ JRE~KDONN IN AMERICA'S FAMILIES HRS CAUSED 
~IG~I~lCRNT SOCIBL PROBLEMS AND NOST OF THE~ H~VE FALLEN Otl 
THE YOUNG,~ HE SAYS. 

lERV!~G RN O~TEN B~OKE~ HONE, ~ANY TEE~RGERS ~ECOME PRRl 
0~ TH€ ~~1iON;S G~OWING ~RUG PROILE~ AND STATISTICS IN lHE · 
G~OW!~G E~TDE ~IC OF RUNAWAYS, PAUKEN SAID, MANY ~IND THE!R 
~RY i~ UREA~ CE~TERS WITH NQ MONEY, ~O FRM!LY AND NO HELP. 
GFT EN1 THE Y IECONE RDDJCTED TO DRUGS, 

. ~1 HD~E iG HP,VE R D~UG R?USE AND ~EHR?IL!TP.i!ON ~ROGRA~ 
TO ALE~T TEE~PGE~S TO THE D~NGERS OF DRIFT~NG INTO T~E J~UG 
CULTUR~ ~~D P~~P THE ~ OUT IF THEY Do,• P~U~E ! SAYS . 

~F;UKE!I-; rs ~-f.~TICULRJ?:LY r~r=-;,:e:ssf_1 !.ln·~ ,!'1t J.11)~ ~ o~ 



... 

~AGE 0~ -• ACTION 
COVENANT HOUSE, LOC~TED NEAR NEW YO~K'S SEAHY TIMES SQUARE! 
WHlCH HEL~S RUNAWAYS FIF.ST TO FIMD ·1HEMSEL~ES AND THEN FIND 
T~E WAY IAC~ HO~E. 

·co~ENANT HOUSE HAS A 35 FE~CEN7 SUCCESS RATE W!TH 1HE 
~EO,LE IT WORKS WITH ~ND THE KEY IS VOLUNTEE~ISN -- THE 
STAFF HELPS THESE KIDS iECAUSE THEY WANT TO. 1HRT'S JETTER 
THAN ANl JUREAUCRATIC STRUCTURt CR~ no,· PAUKEN SAYS • 

TH£ ACTION DIRECTO~ IS CURRENTLY WOR~ING TO GET 01HER 
COMNUMIT!ES INTE~ESTED IN COVEMRNT HOUSEts HORK AND SET UP 
WORKSHOPS ~ND TRAINING PROGRA~S FOR VOLUNTEERS TO HO~C !~ 
OTHER CITIE$, THRTf HE SAYS, IS WHERE THE FEDERAL ROLE 
SH•lULD END. 

::::J'!. HIMSELF A 1-!IETN~M VETE~AN, PAUKEN ALSO HRS PLRt45 f!JR 
ESTAJLISH!NG R PROGRA~ IN MHICH VETERANS HELP E~Cff OTHER IN 
RRE~S RANGIWG F~OM EMOTIONAL PRO!LEMS TO . GETTI~G STRRTEJ IN 
THEIR ~~N JUS!NESSES, 

•r~~~E IS A TENDENCY TO LOOK AT ~lETN.AM VETERANS R5 
~!(TittS•" ~ND THlS HAS C~ERTE~ PROJLEMS ~!TH THEIR OWN 
CONCEPTS OF SELF-WORT~, PAU~EN COMTE~DS. •THIS W~Ol.~ iNRGE 

PAGE 05 -- ACTION 
MUST lE CHRNl3ED. THE~E ARE A ~ECK QF ~ LOT OF -=-EOPtf i'.H!T 
•T l! r:!':•!:: tf!.H'.?~C' _ I !:"'1'!'1!:"S,,~ I.H I~ _'l!:'«'f'.' _f'.:T"r'!'I · ft,H ~TIT'tt'"~_'!\7'-H".'tl'"'"t>! T:• ' ! _________ _ 

THEIR WAR EXPERltNCt.~ 
iHE VIETNAM VETERANS HAVE BEEN RNONG THE NOST ACCESSIJLE 

R~D EASY TO TAP !N TERNS OF VOLUNTEERlSN. ~ GROUP TH~l 
RECE~TLY MET WITH PAUKEN TO TALK RIOUT ~RYS TO HELP OlHER 
VETE~~NS STAYED ON INTO THE EVENING TO TRLK RNi PLAN, THEY 
REMAI~ED AT RCTION HEAD&UARTERS LONG AFTER ~AUKEN HINSELF 
HAD TO LEAVE rOR ANOTHER ENGAGEMENT. PAUKEN R£l~TES THE 
STORY OF A VIETURN NARINE CAFTfUN NHi) STILL GETS CffLLS f'~OM 
,, !S PLATOON MEMIERS TO HELP WITH THEIR PERS6MAL PROILEMS, 
c~E TELLS THEN THEY CAN DO IT, THAT THEY CAN MAKE IT -- R~J 
µ,15 MEN STILL NEE~ THRT~• PAUKEN SAYS. . 

THE ~CTION DIRECTOR SAYS HE IS NOT TROUILED tY FEDERAL 
SP~N~1~G CUT~RCKS !W THE RUNRWftY YOUTH FROG~AN R~D SE~ERRL 
l)T"ER $ !=EC~t!SE HE FEELS THESE ARE RREfiS W.HE"RE FEirERfiL 1rnt-n:·t 
JO~Sl'T NECESSARILY . HELP, 

nTµ,ROWING MONEY AT THE PROILEM DOESN'T NEAN T~E ?RQiLE ~ 
t'.iET~- SC•L'JED, • .HE SfHS. "! N FACT, THE P'R•)JLEMS RRE GETT! ~G 

~AGE ~f -- BCTIO~ 
~QRSE R~D ~NfT WE MUST DO M~M IS ACT AS R CRTRLYST 10 GET 
7HE PRIURTE S£CTO~ TO RESPOND TO RERL NEEDS. R~ EXPRNJ~J _ 
VOLU~lEER EFFORT !5 GOING TO iE FAR MORE EFFECTIVE THAN 
JOLLARS ~RON ~ASH!~GTON .• 

F'PO/~A!JL/43 
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Thomas Pauke'ft, Direcioi: . 
Desi1nate of ACTIQN, ~ced. 
Sunday, "prJ1 _26, tht :'(•the­
volunteer- aaency whiclr · il)Clud.a 
Peace Corp, and VISTA, will spon­
sor a · volunteer proaram·for Viet~ 
nam \'eterllJls. :1 

The ACTION effort -will attempt 
to• encourqe Vietnlnr vcicr~ to , 

· voluntarily assist · other - Vietnam . 
~e.te,:ans-who are havina' readji:m~-, 
~JU, J)l}'Cholo-1cal, alcohol · and 
employnient Pl'.Oblcrma. . . _ · .. · 

the proaram It stiU bi the concept . 
stqc, and Pauken atld-that details 
will be announced as 100n u tMf' 
aie completed.* 
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Viet Vet Builds 
Company, ,Much More 

(o'\ Thomas W. Pauken .Director of ACTlQN 
Often it seems there's a hidden purpose to luck . . In 

Vietnam, Bob Rummel was with- the 101st Airborne 
Division. A membe~of a ·machine gun crew, he and his 
fellow-gunner, for no particular reason, decided to change 
positions. No sooner had they done so than a misfired 
ll.S. artillery round hit and instantly killed Rummel's 
buddy. Dazed, knowing he was wounded, Rummel began 
looking for a medical aid station. Jiis hand felt for the 
wound in his throat, and it was then he ·realized his 
jugular vein had been severed. He attempted to cut off the 
bleeding with his fingers. Again_ luck placed an aid 
s~tion directly in his path, The medics did the rest. Had · 
the station not been where it was, Rummel would not have 
survived. · 

After Bob returned home and attended the Georgetqwn 
School of International Relations, it appeared a polit~cal · 
rnreer was in the offing. However, after his wife, MariQn;· 
had their first child, Erin , they began to think in terms.of 
the kind of future i.hey wanted.• The result was a look-see 
visit to Vermont in 1974. What they saw they liked, anda" 
year later they took the plunge. Since boyhood, Rummel 
had been in and out of the construction business; so, in the 
town of Rochester, Vermont, the Robert E. · Rummel 
Construnion Company was founded. In the beginning 
there was little more than the name. 

Anyone who has given up city life knows there are large 
and difficult adjustments to make. Not the least of which 
is earning a living in a rural community. Today the 
Rummel Construction Company employs five neighbors 
during the hard winter months and IO to 15 in the 
summer. In the last three years, Bob has tripled the 
company's size and earning power. 

A member of the volunteer fire department, a citizen 
whose n>1npany performs volunteer services for the town, 
Bob Rummel is a volurµeer in another capacity that ties in 
din•c·tly to that day in Vietn~m 13 years ago. He is the 
Chairman of the Vermont Vietnam Veterans Leadership 
Program. As such, with the a~d of Project Director Bitl 
Fagginger-Auer, seven VVLP directors and nine ACTION 
volunteers, be is building a structure based on mutual aid, · · 
making Vietnam vets an identifiable group with gr.1Ss· 
roots support. If a Vietn;im vet has,a business, he takes a 
c·hanceon a vet who has had a tough time .. If a vet doesn't 
know the ropes or he's hanging on them, the VVLP is 
there to counsel and to offer the kind of-ugderstariding 
that 's meaningful. As Bob says, " I waited a long while for 
a progrnm like this to come along. Now we're helping lost 
veter<ms to finally find themselves." 

It 's not unlike a wounded G .I. stumbling through the 
jungle. bleeding to death, looking for help. Only tc>day 
I.he medic in· the aid station is Bob Rummel. 
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Alive .and.Kicking 
' II . 

· · • Is patrio~m dead? 
, ·:. Hardly. _ 

·~Not when upwards of a quarter of a million Bal­
timoreans and their guests could turn out Sunday, 
t?5tensibly to enjoy cannon blasts and aerial spec­
_tade but actually to express quiet gratitude that 
.this free republic has survived in reasonably good 
,liealth for 206 years 
.. ·. The big noise, of course, was at the Inner Har- . 
bor, where · bodies were massed like the Saharan 
sands, but an equally impressive show· took place 
.at Oregon Ridge. There the Baltimore Symphony 
performed a rousing version of the 1812 Overture, 
·to· the accompaniment of multi-colored rocket 
·f>)asts. The waves of applause from the 13,000 
·g~thered there were as much an outpouring of na­
t1onal pride as they were appreciation of the musi­
cians' skill. 
·. ~ -~ Perhaps the most typical of the celebrations 
were the hundreds of neighborhood parties where 

· the loudest noises were the hammering of wooden 
mallets . .At nearly every one some stranger within 
our gates was being initiated into the subtle mys­

. teries of Maryland crabdom. 
It was en~ely appropriate that the city should 

finally record its official appreciation of the sacri­
fices of the veterans of Vietnam. The Fourth must 
always be a reminder that the freedom we share 
was secured by blood, and that shed in Vietnam 
was as precious as any other. 

Most of us probably entertained few · somber 
thoughts Sunday, for it was a day of dedication to 
the backfin,' the hamburger, the mustard pol But 
underneath it all, as the beer cans collected, we 
knew in our hearts that the national birthday is · a · 
very special time, that it wiµ be celebrated by our 
children and grandcbil~ren-as long as free men 
and women tread this land. · 

. Patriotism dead? 
Not at all. It's alive and kicking. 
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Thousands salute. the Vietnam vet 
, By Curtis Krueger 

Evenla1 Sun Staff 

· · "I was shot down today," said Wil- .•. that anyone bas ever said 'thank the sun prevailed. • 
11am B. Shields, a former helicopter y9u, you did a good job.'" . "It's great," said Jim Dye, a for­
pilot in Vietnam, now a U.S. Customs Yesterday's Special Salute to Viet- ·mer U.S. Navy electrician who NrYed 

'!Jle crowd of Vietnam veterans, , Service worker who lives in. the 1800 nam Veterans was designed to single . in Vietnam and now is a NASA em-
their families and scores of people block of E. J!altimore St. · out Shields and thousands of other ployee and Pasadena resident. 
who came Just for a good time sba~ On July· •• 1985, Shields elevated Marylanden who did their job in Dye said the festival wu a wel- · 

· a moment ?f silence for the UO Balti bis helicopter and beard a "barn, Vietnam without, perhaps, ever re- come gesture, even though it may 
more soldiers who never returned bam" -enemy fire broke through the ceiving the thanks they deserved. have come a litUe late. 

· from the war. helicopter's fire wall and exploded a The event, which drew more than "None of us that were over there 
It · was the 206th birthday of the hydraulic line. Ilia craft went down 5,000, was organized by a group of really started the war. But we 

United States, but for at least one and, amazingly~none of ~ crew was···· veterans ,organizations, led by local · thought · we were doing the ript 
member of yesterd~y•s crowd at Fort injured. · · . attorney Mark Treanor and backed thing,'' be said. ' 
Smallwood Park in South Baltimore That was 17 yean ago but his wife, · by Mayor William D. Schaefer. De-
the day symbolized something else. Myrna, said, i'Today is the first time spite predictions of thundershowers, [Continued, Page A 8, Col. 1) 

I JhOusCJnds pay tribule 
it~:;the :·Vietnam·· veteran 
I . , , 

: ; : · · [Oaa1a11• fnlll Pap Al] . ~ Karate demonstratori lunged at one another, 
I : , , . • . ·. . food stands . raked in a profit, and a color 1uard 

1 · • · Some veterana recalled the clislllusionment their marched along the length .>f the part. Teen-qen 
,·, .aentce broupL ''I wu.,.., patriotic when I went bounced volleyballs, children toued darts and 
...... into the Manne Corpl. I believed everything they adults listened to speeches from dipltaries . 

11icl. But ~-,one kncnn· llow. it ended up," said Gov. Harry.R. Hughes, who joined Schaefer and 
, Ray llcCullen, ol the IOOO block of Dundalk Ave. . others in addressing the crowd, said the nation 

Pointinc to bil lflyear-old IOO, Tim, he added, would never again enter a war without the certain­
"My main concern la tbat tbey don't do to him what ty that it was just and could be won . 
they did to me." · "And we'll know not to send a soldier to war un-

i'~,, Tbe affair wu complete wtth tributes to the .. less we're willing to accept him ·back with warmth 
... 11 veterans' efforts, but it allo belcl true to Treanor'• and grace and honor," he said. 
-,:,; earlier promllt tut "it's IIOt a mllltarJ day or a Bri1. Gen. Jackson Rozier, the flnt · Morpn 

somber day." State University graduate to become a pneral, re-
7,,f. Tbe music ranpd from nriq-era IOUlldl tnm- peated the need to salute the Vietnam vet. 
\ ! , peted from the Baltimore Bil Band, to rock 'n' roll · "When called to 1erve, the Vietnam veteran did 
l.f' music, to '-rbe Star-Spancled Baaner." not fall you. Let ua not fail bim now.'' 
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--"City celebrates ·::. 
. . . 

Vietnam vets'· 
. . . 

·. contributions 
Dy Joseph Perkins 

· Even after l O years, there were stlll some 
traces of bitterness. but not tnougb to cast a pall .-.. 
over the city's fint official celebration of tbe eoa- ,· 

.··~-: H:ibutlons made by its Vietnam veterans. • 
. · There were no political pronouncements. Tbe 
mood was decidedly upbeat at the city-owned 
fort Smallwood Park in Anne Arundel county. 

More than 1,000 veterans and about 7,000 oth­
ers turaed out for the festivities--inclucUng a pa­
~de, several band performances, cultural exhlbl­
'1ons and a ceremony that featured speeches by 
Governor Hughes and Senator Paul S. Sarbanes 
(D, Md.) and a proclamation of "Vietnam Veter-
ans Day'' by Mayor Schaefer. . 

. . ..... . 
i .-:·. ' ., I • • 

~ •; 
I••-

·: ··· .. You ask everyone why this Is happening." 
iaid Thomas C. Shaner, a member of the Salute to 
Vietnam Veterans Committee, which cosponsored 
the festivities with the mayor's office. "They say 
'guilt trips' or 'this ls an election year! " 

-~::~~Celebration held 
In fact, said Mr. Shaner, the main thing la "get­

ting people to see Vietnam veterans (apart from) 
the Vietnam war." . 
... What it was all about to Catonsvllle resident 
Armen Enltababian was the welcome be expected 
..-but didn't get-when bJs tour in Vietnam ended 
~ J970. 

"I came back, went to college and people were 
burning the American flag that I had just fought 
for. I felt alienated. It .was difficult for a while to 
get into the mainstream," he said. 

Yesterday's salute was "a beginning step to un­
derstanding how Vietnam veterans feel," Mr. En­
kababian said. 
~: To Han Young Kim, an Essex resident, the sa­
lute was "really a long time coming." Mr. Kim. 

_may have been the most unusual Vi~tnam veteran 
; . "." at Fort Smallwood Parlt yesterday. He wu a 
.: t · inember of the Korean army, which fought with 
., ·, the Americans in Vietnam. . 

• • · ''We never talk about Vietnam •eterans. The 
:~ s • war is long past, but it's good to inform eveeybody 
·:. to recocruze" the contributions of the veterans of 

; • ·· tut war, he said. 
... • Too often, when Vietnam veterans are recog-

Dized, It is for the wrong reasons, said Marlt C. 
Treanor, chairman of the Salute to Vietnam Vet­
erans Committee. 
· "Eighty-five percent of us came back and led 

~.. normal lives," he said. But for some reason, he 
added, more attention bas been focused on the 15 

r, " percent who had problems when they returned. 
~ · The salute was a kickoff activity for the Balti­

. · . ·more Vietnam Veterans wdersbip Program, a 
· -~ m-moatiH>ld organizatioo that wu formed to 
:: : help tbe 15 percent with problems. , 

- · Yesterday's event was not planned u a one-
.: . .. · time thing. Mr. Treanor said, addinc his hope that 
; : . . the actmty will cocrtinue . 

-~; . 

-~\for Vietna vets 
VE~ERANS, fr om Cl 

• 

~~~:,a --· .~ • ·· ... li,C __ .,.. ____ _ 

photo-.,..,~ 
Tiaa Mallias, 15 moatbs old, waves the na, at Fort Smallwood Pan. 
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· · · i A day for veterans, too 
I ' 

• Plenty is happening today in celebration try. We don't need t.o hide that.;, 
of the Fourth of July - indeed, we can't If Americans thought of the vet.erana at 
remember a Fourth around here with so all after the war .ended, it was in . t.erms of 

,,r.- many events, and so much t.o do. Of the failure, drugs; ~ ~ unemployment. 
... ~Y observances worthy of me~tion; one . ,Which was mostly itonsenae. -~ &!ct~ is . , .·,, 
, . particajarly st.ands out. It 1B taking place ' that well over 80 percent ol the, Wlt.etans .... 
'-. ~~Ft. Smallwood Park am.: it.is conce~ quietly began building sucoee&ful li• 6>r · :;·· 

"
0 with a large number .of Ariiencans conUng themselves. · · . _,::,:,··· . . ·· · 

;i•· to terms . with themselves in· oonnecf:4on · To help ~le understand that, tb put. 
-".. with1 something that happened man: years the war finally ·to rest, and to give a ·hand 

ago; it is even more concerned With the to the 20 percent or so who are ~ ,in' 
-~.- people of ~s. nation finajly -~ ~uble? a number of the~ ha~ orp~iied 
...... and appreciating. what these ~encans 11\ Balt1!11?re arid ~er cities: ' · ~. 
-' . went through dunng ~t~methi.nJl. · And 1t IS ~e Baltimore V1etnam.Jlder­
,_,.,. ' What those Amencans went tfuough ans ~ Inc.· whtcfi,'wrth 
,,, was the Vietnam War, a war which almost the back'ffll""and cooperation of., Mayor 
"' everybody back home .hat.eel. And . with · · Scha_efer and the cify government,· is put- : 

good reason. But in their hatred and ting. on today's 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. _Special~ 
'" shame and guilt everybody turned their Salute w Vietnam eterans at Ft. Small-. 
" backs on - made scapegoats of-: the men }Vood. The format, as it should be, is old- :~ 

and women who served in that war, who. -fashioned, traditional, Fourth of July- a 
fought in the rice paddies and the jungles ~de; music; picnicking, beer ~. · . . . 
because, through any number of circum- all the l'eSt. And ~ven appearances by pofi­
stances, they were under· obligation tD the . ticians'- Gov. Harry-Hughes, Se~tors . ; . 
nation to be there, and did the best they Paul Sarbanes and Charles "Mathias;May- "· : > 
could to meet that obligation. or William Donald Schaefer. 

Given the indifference and even hostil- We are heartened that·this event is t.a.k-
ity they met -when they ·got home, it is ing place today: What better day than the 
small wonder that the men and women Fourth of July for Americans to • take a 
who served in Vietnam quickly put their look at themselves? The vetenp15 have 
uni!orms - and sym~lical~y. themselves come to terms with their participation in 
- m the closet. Amazingly, 1t 1s only now, the war; now they want thell' ·re11ow . 

n 10 and a dozen or more years after most of Americans to understand what the war 
them served, that collectively they are say- really meant to the people who were in it. 
ing, "Hey, we have nothing to -be ashamed In understanding that, we think, they will 
0£ We're Americans who served our ooun- better understand the nation. 
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'Salute' honorS Vietnam Veis 
1L!fr LYNN WUllam Donald Scbufw. 

Writer 'lbe ceremODJ will hoaor tbole wbo did not return 
lt'I bell a decade 1blct tht Vietnam confllct and those who have become active contrlbuton to 

cODcluded, lomt rOIIIII IDtl ud women came home to their communities. Countless numben have become 
wtlcomlq famW.1, but a 11111Uvt attitude about the leaders in area bualneases. 
11DP9Pular war b11 cloltd tbt ioor on mall)' veterans. - John Bertak, at st, la the cllrector of public affairs 

l'Um.1, ttltvllloD aad other components of the for the Department or Transportation, located at BWI. 
mtdla bavt bl1bllghted Vietnam vets who couldn't From 1966-87, he w11 an Arm:, information specialist. 
cope wltJa a world stlll an1ey, 1hamed and confused by . "The media baa been bulldinl thia lma1e of the 
tbt war, It HtPled the average vet was losmi the filht woe-begone Vietnam veteran," Bertak sald."But I am 
a1awt 1111111ployment, mental problems, and dru, the average vet. I came back, 1ot married and the 
aDd alcobol abuse. · Veterans Adminiltration helpecl put me throu,h col-

lome, bowever, came to Main Street, U.S.A., and le1e. I got on with llvlnl when I 1ot back. Some of'us 
CODt.ilued tbtli lives II successfully II veterans from . are professionals, some blue collar and some in jail, 
mon "popular" wars. To them, the mWtar:, experl- but I don't think that it had much to do with Vietnam. 0 

tDCt WII DOt II Ovtrrid.lDI factor in their UVII, n WII Be added that he ii pleased about the salute and the 
a 1taadard war-Um• experience, for .better or worH, mnwnent in-W11hlngton. 
aid tu, WIN ready to CODtiDlle wltb b1111D111 II "I am not IO IW'I that the Vietnam vet II 
1111111, buildml Clfttrl and f1mWe1. , mtnreated U much II a lot of people .. ,," be added. 

Tbat dllt&nct of 10 year, b11 decre11ed 10m1 "I 1tarted colle11 la , 1NI, aid mu, people wen 
autety about Vitt.Dam and brou1bt a re-evaluaUon of prejlldlced 11alut the war but aot a,alut vei.. Then 
the contribution made by those youn1 men and ••• even a certain amOUDt of rupect from the 
women. A Vietnam veteran memorial ii planned for students and the ttacbtn," 
Washington, J).C. Lt. Cdr. Jam• WDllama teacbei blltor, at the · 

On Sundi)', Mar:,landera wlll bave their chance to Naval Academy and bad a cbance to work out bll on 
show appreciation for Vietnam veteran• at Fort sell-doubts about the Vlllted Statel' Involvement ID the 
Smallwood Park when a salute wlll be held from 10 war at • veterau cater ID Indiana. Tbe twist 11 that 
a.m. to 6 p.m. · he was there to couuel other vets who were bavlq 

A joint effort of the Baltimore Vietnam Veterans trouble copinl witb their on lives. 
·J,.eadershlp Proaram, area businesses and the people "I am not sure who 1ot more out of lt, the other 1117 
t.f Baltimore, the event wl11 include live band1 on three or me," Wllllam1 Hid of bll counselinl, "The expert. 
st,age,, jugglers, clowns, military dlaplay1, a martial ence (Vietnam) bad a tremendous Impact on my life. 
ar.ts e,:.hlbltlon and a parade. The day wW be There were many people who dJd come back with a set 
hlChli1hted by a special noon ceremODJ with Mayer <~_!mu~ on Pace 1,> J 

(~tinue4 from Pa111) , atUtudl-ud help some of t1i. veteran, who art b&Ylq -1 
of exper1eacel that wen a radical departure from prob1tm1. Treanor aal4 that 15 roUlbl, percem of 1111 
experlenees of clvlllau. Tbt · 4omlltlc esperleDct of ,.., art bavtq d1fflcu1Uel, · · 
the VietD&m ,et was .. profou4 ID Impact II u, . Otbtr Fom1h of .Ju]J celabraUODI ~ ~ p1act . 
mWtar, uperlace." . , . . throa,hout the state 1114 eoum,, . . . . . I 

WDllama sald tbat the IIDll'lacl w11 a nlul>ll fort Meade will 111,, a prosram of celebrattoll 
part of blt life, u4 ht Hne4 becaUN Ill IIW It U I bqlDalq laturdaLJ!J,.~•• dh a 10 kOometlr foot 
4ut, that laad to be' fuUID,d. . , . . . , : race ltlrtlq 1114 at llulllu rt,14, Tbert di 1 

Be feels that llelp for Vlltum yet, 11 a Sood tblq N pm1 bootba all u, 1114 blue,rau ~ at 10;• · 
for thoN wbo DNd tt. but be added that u 11 ao-loqer a.a., 1:ao p.a. ud I•·•" , . · · 
I main CODCl1'D for blm, ; ·: ·. . . Tben wm alto" a IIIOde1 alrcrd tllow ltartla, It 
. "I sot the 'strobl' l DNded W~ l DNdecl. tbem," U a,m. 1114 a IO-pa .. at DOOL CoulltrJ aa4 jaa 

be said. . . . mule wm N ,.,_... 41lrlDI the nm, floan. . 
Kart Trtuor II a lalUmon buluumaa no ti KM of t.111 ..,., fflllU wtll N 11114 ll'OIIDd , • . 

votuntar, dlnctor of the Vletllam VIWID teadenldp lleadl'• lllltta Lib, for fartblr bdonDattoD call rrt. 
. Pro,ram, It 11 tbt bani wort of blt ltlf1 oHr the put •· · · . . · 
m weeb that broa,bt about the 111utt. · · · · TIie Gllll IIU'lllt lm,nwemm AuoelaUoD wm bold 

"It'• tateD about 10 to 1J ,..,. for .the pabUe to ltl tlmrorb -11, at I p.m, Saturday with a j 
separate the concept of the war from the YOUDI m• railMlate of JulJ I, Tbt dlplay wtl1 be held at the Third ' 
and women who foupt lt. Thole men and women bad , Avenue Park. · · · · • 
no part ID ••Jina how it sboul4 bave beell hudled. A Tbe Sevema Part Chamber of Commerce wm hold 
decade later, the people reaUzt tbat the DtJatlvt · • parade at 10 a.m. today •tartlDI at Severna Park 
stereotnes Just are not true," Treanor old. · Jumor BlJh School. · 

s, added that the 1atutt wm make ao political A1lo todaJ, Aquafeat will be held at the Amlapolls 
em for or a1alut the CODfllctt . Cit)' Dock from U a.m. to 4:80 p.m., with a varelty of 

"We wut to rteoplze JOIUll folks w1lo wlllt water sport, 11Jdblttd. ' · · , 
lffl'ld ID a touJb Umt," ht 11ld. Bi added Tbe aDDual 'fireworks dllplay at the NIY)'•Marine 

, al ol the tht ll1ute 11 to ID!ttate a utwork of Copra ltadlum wm bl be1d at dusk tomorrow, preced. 
countr, to eliminate the uptlvt t4 by a performuce of the Naval Academy Band. 
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By Luther Young .·: ·· , ·--~-!~ 

. -Mark ~ -wouldn't have burned his·-~£ 
card. even if be bad bad one. Be knew his futureJD;: 

-· eluded duty iD Vietnam. -~ ~ ~= · 
_ Accepted at the ·Naval Academy at 17 (draf!-­

cards came at 11), he was part of the SJPall pir. 
ceotage of his class which chose the Marine Cotp( 
option at Annapolis,, Four years later, in the bea~·of­
the war in Southeast Asia, be was a newly mint.el 
lieutenant leading a rifle platoon near the La~--
border. · . . : · . • :·,.;, 

""I don't want to come· across ·as John Wayne:· 
This isn't something I wear on my sleeve," says tile 
35-year-old Vermont native of ~ combat ~ 
eoce in 1969. "But reading about me. about some:­
body who went through it and is doing pretty ~~ 
now ... it may help some other vets." . 

Be's a law partner now in the firm of Miles aii4 
Stockbridge in Baltimore, a father of two smalI 
children and an active participant in communitr, 
programs sponsored by the local bar association. .... 

He's· one of the majority of Vietnam veterans: . 
who .. came back and jmt got on with life," as Ma • 
Treanor puts it. An estimated 25.000 to 30,000 mea• 
and women in the Baltimore metropolitan ~ 
served in Vietnam; the total nationally was 2.? ~ lion. . . . . .. 

~s taken this country 10,'u~, 15 years to ~ 
nte the coocept of a bitter and divisive war frq' 
the 18- and 19-year-olds who fought it," Mr. 'freaD\' 
or says. ""I think the time has. come for people tQ ; 
lookatitaliWemoreobjectively." · . 1 _.._} 

Recognition is coming Sanday, July 4, in a~ 
-1ong Salute to Vietnam Veterans at Fort'Smallw 

Part in Anoe Arundel coanty. From 10 a.m.· tQ ( 
p.m. there will be -free entertainment iJlcluding 
bands. jugglen and clowns, military displays and a. 

• martia! ~-~~_i,bi~~~~~~ts will~ av~ 
able. . _...._ __ • · - . · · · ·· •· .. . - - . . -

· · ; · The highlighl is at nooi when Mayor Scbaeferc 
·fl)d Go,auar Hughes will participate in a~; 
rr,- booariDc Vietnam veterans, including the 4~u-J 
Baltimare-area la"t'icemen who were tilled .on.-
missing in adioa in the war. · ·· _ ..:. · -,~_: 

-We're making no political statement at ~" 
· Mr. Treanor says of the salute. ·which he helped ~ ~ 
g~ ~ mifommate the recognition didn't hap­
pen earlier, bat it's not loo late." .. 

He doesn't erpress the bitterness of some veter­
am at the fanfare accorded the Americ.an hostages 
when they returned from Iran. although he says. 

. ..NJ. awful lot was made OC1t of them. and nothing 
;:. . waa ma.de Olll of the vets." .. -. . . -•. •• .:. ·- · •~• 

1
-:- '- ,.. He doe:m't dwell on the past and can recall bil 

, ·. Vietnam experience with humor. ""I ju.,t iemembei-
4 

I 
no matter how bad things get-if you've got dry 

- ·. {_ _. -. See VETS, B4'. Col 3 _ _ 

. . -- · ... -- -. - --·-, -- - . 

... 

·-
• _,;. ~ # 

. ··- . ·• -· -• -~ ... --~-!.:. __ . 
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Mart Treanor Is •olaatecr daa1rmu el die BaJII. 
more Vietnam Veteram• Leademip PrelJ'Uil-

• • a.. - --
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Vietnan.1 vets ai·e looking out 
VETS, from Bl 

IOCb aad DObody's shootinc at you, thinp could be lllld--.• . . 
BIil it affected Mart Tranor more deeply Iha 

tut. "11'1 a leap age to see Wngs people sboaJdD't 
Uft to -, • M says. 'Tm aot sure there's a,er a 
1oodqeto1etll" · ·_, ·-

TIie day after be arri,•ed at firebase AD Boa 
MIi' ~ ill January, 1969, the baby-faced lieuten­
at wu la combal -n was sort of an anreaJity • 

· Mr. Treanor says. "I remember, the left Die of niy 
bodJ •• suddenly covered with mud, before t even 
Mard tbe sounds of the macbiDe cum lboatiag at 
a. I 1ot ~ 5 f~ I ~ ~to my be1met ill a 
lamty, believe me. .. . . ._ ~· · _ 

· · · Be earned tbe ~ of lais s"e~ mut bJ 
~1 Juding tbem tbrougb tbat first fire-

for their iruage 
~ed ~e flying ~rpets through the alr, 30 half-aa-
"' mannes tearing off after them." • -

There were grim moments: Pausmi ill a Viet­
namese eraveyard on the way back from field ac­
tion and watching several buddies "virtually disap­
~ ill the explosion of a booby-trapped ammuni­
tion can. "'The world just went apart. I ended up 1 . 
or 10 feet away from where I was, with pieces of a · 
couple of guys on me. I remember thinki~ it waa 
JDe." 

The camaraderie within bis platoon is one of tbe , 
good memories, "'just some of tbe closeness of tbe · 
gays. Yoa rely on each other so much." But lie bris- '. 

· ties at the "misconceptions" about Vietnam :veter- ; 
am. -rile press makes it sound lite every gnmt . 

. was a bopbead. And the baby-tiller thine _ . . that : 
aggravates me tremendously. rve seen marines 
~ up a child during hostile action and give 'em 

dages out of their own po1ll1L" . . - -- -- . _ 
It's part of wbat Mr. Treanor says is a~ 

type of Vietnam veterans that has made life diffi- · 
cult for many of them, but especially the 15 percmt 
who have had re-entry problems of varying • · 
grees. ~e image now is of kind of a loser a suck- , 
er," he says. "It's a harder image to fight than tbe . 
drug addict-baby tiller stuff." . • . 

'nle Jaly 4 Saint,! to Vietnam Veterans is DOt 
just belated recognition for Baltimore-area veter­
ans of the Vietnam War-it's also an attempt to im- .· 
prove the image. The nent is sponsored primarily 
by the Baltimore VietDam Veterans Leadership 
Prop-am_ Inc.. of which Mr. Treanor is volunteer 
chairman. The full-time program director is David 
DeChaat 

f' 

fight without casualties (their previous lieutenant 
bad been killed in action). He momentarily blew it 
bJ liptillg a cigarette that Dight outside his teat. "I 
aever saw people bit tile ground 10 fast.,. lie recaDa 
of tbe reaction to his open-air puff, which could 
have drawn enemy fire. · • • · 

U~ . the dapy pressure of "'sweeping" rice 
paddies and bamboo forests and Yillaps, lie quidlJ 
dropped SO pounds. Under tbe Jmeme ·-, • 
-iooted. lite TreaDar of Arabia-I alwa71 W a 
towel IIDder my belmet" to Jnt,ect .. fair -
from ICDrd1lnc- -Voa wen alwa,s wet, tao. If It 
wasn't nJnlne, it was 115 deslw. '! · . : · · - .. , 

· There were light moments: Bis ,WO. W11 
~ time one clay wbile dal iD • a .. -n.w. 
:Just a UttJe·nmsbackJe t-on ol fonolel .W. ,_: 

cilos keeping oat tbe 11111." Tbe powedlll rotor wasla 
of a transport belico;ter dlanpd tW,, ,endinc ,-. 

·. Formed last winter and funded by a $50,000 fed­
eral grant from ACI'JON, the noaprofit group ii .. 
part of a national effort-now operatiolln 17 cities• 
.:...to form .local networks of. Vietnam veteram ill ; 
business and ec,taWD::Ut to llelp time ftts wllD: 
have problems, particalarly in employmeat. ·. ~ 

Mr. Treanor say. w +eys show the majority ., : 
readjustment iaublems suffered bJ VJetmm ftter- · 
w .. center ployment and ...... : 
pJoyment. Ym gays wbo haft bem tmDed. 
don for jabs • beomse employers didn't waat • 
to take a c:aa.ace a ietDam ft!t. It's the --►- : typeapm..• . . : . .· . ·, . • 

Be acbowledges' tbe real playsica) and madal ; 
FOblems tlaat emt. and points oat tllat VV1P .. : 
cem1y arranged fir tbe citJ bealth departmeat to . 
be briefed CID tile •delayed catastropbic ltnss SJD- '. 
drcme. .. nich ·us 1,eeo identified in some sarri- · 
Tlri ol tbe trrm:2Si1 llietnarn uperience. _ . . _ : 
- ""ne Veterans Administration wons with direct : 

care services. We want to grease the skids for tbem • 
[the ftterans) OD tbe other end. to cbaace tbe • 

_. _stereotype by letting people know about neighbors · 
wbo are successful vets. The salute is rally tbe · 
. start." Mr. Tr-eaoor says. . · ~ 

Whether the effort will ' produce any jobs for • 
Vietnam veterans is yet to be seen, but the need ii '. 
def'mitely there. Before it wai dosed in Marcia be- : 
cause to budget cuts. tlle Veterans Outre.adl La~ · 
ratory at Mondawmin Plaza belped upgrade dis- : 
charg~ and find jobslor some 500 Vi~tnam veter-; 
ans ill two years. · . • 

Local resources still in place for assisting Viet- ; 
nam veterans include Veterans Administration out-• 
reach centers at Moadawmin and in southeast &I- : 
timore and programs within the Maryland State: 
.Job Service-the disabled veterans outreach pro­
gram and special ·priority treatment for job place-_ _. - .. 

IUQIThe Vietnam V'e~ Leade~hip ~gram will 
'6e closely watched to see what it can do with its • 
$50,060 of precious federal funds. "It's late." says· 
Mr.'Tr-eanor, .. but it's not too late:.'° · . 'f-. - . . 
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Finally, something 
. . 

for· the · Vietnam guys 
By .Elise T. Chisolm 

Evenlal Sun Staff 

THE FOURTH of July will have 
aa added dimension in Mary­
land . this year:_ a belated wel­

come home to Vietnam veterans 
and commemoration of those who 
gave their lives in that unpopular 

The event is being co-sponsored 
by Mayor William D: Schaefer and 
the citizens of Baltimore in connec­
tion with the Baltimore Vi~ 
Veterans Leader~_Prograrlr'"T&e 
mayor will be tBtR:" as will other 
dignitaries. 

war. ' 
The event will take place from 

10 a.m .. to 6 p.m. Sunday, July 4, at 
Fort Smallwood Park in Anne Arun­
del County. Parades, music, refresh­
ments, games, presentations, 
awards and fun for the whole family 
will be part of the fare. And the' ad­
mission is free. 

Vietnam veterans, says Treanor, 
have suffered from an unfortunate. 
stereom,e, with the vet " ... usually 
painted as a loser. The truth is that 
85 percent came back and went on 
to productive lives." 

''This isn't a day for just vets," 
says Mark C. Treanor, volunteer 
chairman of the gala. "We hope the 
entire community turns out. We an­
ticipate at least a crowd of 12;000 
people. It is a form of honoring the 
1,075 servicemen from Maryland 
who gave their lives in Vietnam." 

Treanor, 35, is one of the majori­
ty whose life has been relatively un­
scathed by the war. He is a success­
ful young partner in the prestigious 
law firm of Miles and Stockbridge. 
Neatly dressed, sure, suave and lo­
quacious, he looks very much at 
ease behind his huge executive desk 
embedded in deep carpet. 

A former Marine captain and 
graduate of the U.S. Naval Acade­
my, be served a year in Vietnam 

[Continued, Page C3, Col. 1) 
--· ---------.,..--.,.,. ... -.,--,-

and saw plenty of action. . , 
"'This is what I am fighting for now: a chance to 

help the Vietnam veteran, skilled or unskilled, get 
a job. or a better job," he says. 

The Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
was formed to reach out to and help the men and 
women veterans-the 15 percent-who have had 
problems readjusting to civi~ian life. The_ 6-m~nth­
old organization is non-profit. Its executive direc-
tor is J . David DeChant. . 

··Toe purpose of our (!rganization is to increase 
receptivity among employers in the community 
and increase economic opportunities for our vets," 
says Treanor. "Jobs are the big problem for our 
people right now." 

And just how will this be done? 
· ··we want to be able to pick up the phone and 
talk to a high management executive or a corpo­
rate vice president and say 'next time you have an 
opening, we have so and so .. .' ~et us know. 

··we're going to sell the Vietnam veteran to 
business and industry. And simultanerusly we will 
be tapping the successful Vietnam YEferan, using 
his expertise_" . 

Treanor jokes that he opted for the Manne 
Corps when he graduated from the Naval Acade­
my because he could run fast41r than he could 
swim. But, turning serious, he explains the true 
reason. 

"When I graduated from tht Naval Academy I 
_felt a patriotic duty to go to \\etnam, so I signed 
up for the Corps. I thought the U.S. was _coM:ect in 
its involvement in Vietnam. I ftlt an o~hgat1on to-

\~'t'\ 
; t 

~ 
New York City 

EVENING SUN 
BALTIMORE. MD &,>$c-~ 
D-170.000 

ward my country, too. Andi still am not convincedb_l: . , 
that we lost tliat war. We added lO years of sta I 1-
ty to the Pacific rim. 

"Of course, some will say, 'Yeah, but you came 
out OK.' And yes, I went to law school ·on the GI 
bill and graduated in 1976. But I don't regret my 
military career. My military training has been a 
great advantage to me in decision-making and at­
titude. I'd do it again." 

The Baltimore Vietnam Veterans Leadership 
Program gets assistance and guidance from the 
Federal Action ,Agency and cooperates with other 
organizations fighting to help the Vietnam vet. 
This is its first communitywide celebration. 

The young lawyer points out that many people 
have forgotten that 410 Baltimoreans lost their 
lives in the Vietnam war. In comparison to the out­
pouring that greeted returnthe outpouring that . 
greeted returning soliders after World War . 11, 
there has been little homage paid to the Vietnam 
vets. 

Anri that is another reason .for the Fourth of. 
July salute at Fort Smallwood, says Treanor. 

To get there, take the Beltway to Md. 3, south to 
Md. 100, east to Md. 607 and left to Fort Small0 

wood Park 

;:\i ·' i 
' I 
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Honor Vietnam Vets 
Baltimore -residents will -· Schaefer will be present for a 

be gathering for a special spccia) ceremony at noon, 
d - honoring those veterans who 

ceremony-an so~e served in Vietnam- including 
food, fun . and entcrta1n- the 410 Baltimoreans w_ho did 
ment-:dunng the :day- -not return; 
long salute to Vietnam _ The · Independence Day 
veterans planned for July _ -program _is a joint effort 
4 at Fort Smallwood Park. among the business com-

A. military_ band wiU,kic:k nnmiry, . the: Baltimore Viet­
off the festivities which-begin nam Veterans'_ Leadership 
at 10 a.m. in the ! 00-acre. Program , a~d othe"r 
park. The event (which --ends · organizations. -
at 6 )>.m:) win also feature · Vietnam nterans aid 
continuous entertainment in- · odler community memben 

• eluding bands, jugglers, and are encouraged to attelld tllis 
· clowns, military displays~ a special day or ftCOillitioll • 
.martial arts exhibition, · a · TIie. dty-ownetl putt, wllicl 

- small parade ~nd lots ~f ·~~ • ;en.au fisllhla ud swim­
food and ·tuq for the ~ • -.~ Is located at die nd er 

· family. ' • ~ ... ';· "-":':..-; _; _ . lloate 17_3 111 Aaae ArllMel 
. - ./' • . - ... 

~ayor 'William . Donald. ·.c..ty. 

THE El~TERPRISE . 6/T~/?2'. 
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·city's~ JU1Y:;4Jestiyll · ., r 
to honor Vietnam vets. 
By Joe Nawrozkl · 
News American Staff 

val ·at Fort Smallwood Parle,. a day 
designed to &a}ut.e veterans of the 
Vietnam War. 

For mere than a decade, Mark Events planned include a parade, 
Treanor kept his Marine combat ser- continuous entertainment,· family 
vice a single .Jine on his impl'.'eSSive games, military displays, bands,jug­
resume, a dark shadow in his subcon- _glers, clowns and a martial arts exhi-
scious. · bition. 

"Vietnam." the Baltimore attor- On a more serious side, there will 
. pey said, ~just parlof my life that be a special ceremony honoring those 
• happened. There was really• no down who 9Elrved in Vietnam, particularly, 
side to it. It was something I just kept Schaefer said, the 410 men from Bal-
inside. I never talked about it." timore who were killed in action. 

Then, last April, he said, "There William Boucher, former head of 
was an awakening." the Great.er Baltimore Committee, is 

Nowasua:essfullawyerinthelaw · directing the fund-raising drive for 
firm of Miles and Stockbridge, the festivities. He said his appeal to 
Treanor, 35, said the war was some- BaltirQore merchants f01: $20,000 has 
thingthat~yspilledoutwhenhe raised about half its goal, Treanor 
talked with a friend. . · · said.. 

"We talked aboui how many Viet- • Treanor, a Naval Academy grad-
nam vet.erans CaIDe home and pro- uat.e and infantry officer in Vietnam 
gressed in their lives," he said "And forfiveyears,saidFortSmallwood­
we talked about how many haven't about 20 miles from Baltimore in 
realired those successes because .· of Ann~ Arundel County - was select­
Vietnam. . . . He convinced me I ed because the city-owned park cov­
should help: ers more than 100 ~cres and because 

Treanor is helping. So is Thomas visitors can fish and swim in the 
Shaner, who runs a local advertisin{f Patapsco River and the Chesapake 
agency. And so is David DeChan~ B ay. 
director of the Baltimore office of the The festival will be held from 10 
Vietnam Veterans I.ea~rship Pro- a.m. until 6 p.m., .with city agencies 
gram, one of 20 sdcn offi&!s in the and privat.e industry working_ togeth-
nation. er to provide logistics and fwMk 

The group of combat vets has · Martin .. Resnick, a local cat.erer, 
helpedorganize-withastrongcom- said he will donat.e time and food for 
mibnent from Mayor William Don-

. · aldSchaefer-aFourthofJulyfesti- See FOURTH, 3B 
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the event. 

Shaner, an Anny combat corre­
spondent in Vietnam in 1970, said he 
is helping with the project because 
"it's been a long time coming." 

"The Vietnam vets need to be rec­
ognized, attention must be focused on 
both the successful ones and those 
who still need help." 

Shaner said the Baltimore Orio.la; 
will announce the festival on the Me­
morial Stadium scoreboard before the 
event and radio and t.elevision adver­
tisements are being prepared. 

Shaner emphasized the festival 
will not be a political stat.emerrt on ... 
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VETERANS: David-DeChant, :ft, and Mark Tre8j 

the war, nor a comment on Uii tor-
eign policy, "although feelings about 
such things, obviously, are quite 
stl'ong." 

"Everybody is weloome," said De­
Chant, a f<nner Marine intelligence 
scout in Vietnam. 

-We felt the salut.e and ~­
dence Day go hand in hand. There 
were Jots e1 questions such as why 
now and what were the motivesmthe 
people behind the scenes. 

-Well, we have gotten more than 
justablessingfrom.MayorSchaefer," 
DeChant said -J:t is a definit.e com­
mitment and people, some very pow­
erful, have given their time, talent, 
money and most importantly, their 
understanding." / 



Canvases of war: · Vietnani: 
and veterans remembered 

.. " 

By Valerie Haddon 
WIISHNil'ONTIMESlmff 

G
eorge Skypeck, or "Sky," as 
he likes to be called, is a rough 
talker, as if straight from the 
trenches. His speech is splash­

e4 with expletives like the paint that 
snatters the walls of his studio. . . 

·. ·skypeck is a painter in the tradition 
~f other war paint~rs, but he is the 
most prominent from the Vietnam era. 
And yet, he says,' it's dangerous for him 
to sho.w his kind of art because people 
will accuse him of trying to glorify 
war. "I am ._not glorifying war, I am 
glorifying the human aspect, that tran- · 
scends the frailty of being human, and 
the selfishness and individuality." 

His paintings hang in the State 
department, the West German Ministry 
of Defense, and Boston City Hall;" He's 
~ shows in the major East Coast cit­
ies, and his poem, "Soldier," was read 
at the dedication of the Vietnam Vet­
erans Memorial, and entered in the · 
Congressional record. 

His goal as an artist is to "resurrect 
that pride that's always been with the 
Vietnam veteran. The vet needs to be 
told that his experiences were valua­
ble, that they've not just gone down the 
drain. I have J purpose, and it's to be a 
scribe of Vietnam as the 'grunt' knew 
it-" . 

11:ie first thing one sees coming off 

Apatriofs 
viewofan 
era of conflict 
the hand-operated elevator to his fourth 
story warehouse loft is a Marine poster: 
"If you can make it here, you can make 
it anywhere:• An 1 V. bottle with whiskey 
inside hangs from the wall and from 
the ceiling model airplanes. Each of 
the planes m~s something to him 
from the war: The big jet that flew him 
there, the helicopter that med-evac'd 
him out, the smaller planes that flew 
low over the jungle to draw fire. , 

His acrylics of female nudes on the 
wall seem intruders in this dirty, paint­
splattered man's world. 

He is a big man, this patriotic Picasso, 
in his beat-up sneakers, jeans and beige 
workshirt, like a giant wrestling with 
the problems of war and peace, and his 
love/hate relationship with 'America. 

He came from his hometown of 
Holyoke, Mass., to Washington, D~ .• 
to paint in the patriotic atmosphere 
that he loves. He rented the first apart­
ment that he found, in Arlington, 
overlooking the Pentagon. 

"A lot of people .don't realize it, but 
when you go out to Arlington Cem~ 
tery, if you stand at the tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier, you look straight 
acrossatthepeoplethatput'emthere:• 

He wants to redefine his Vietnam 
experience in terms of the excitement 
he finds here. He loves America, but 
Americans have dealt him a blow he 
finds hard to forgive. 

"I didn't lose this war," he said. "You 
lost the war. Don't ever tell a Vietnam 
veteran that he lost the war. He'll have 
every right to take your teeth and put 
them right over there on that table." · 

Heis very aware of death and dyina. 
His conversations are occasionally pec>­
pled with ghosts and spirits: The 1hoat 
of a woman who haunts his loft, brinainl 
with her the smell of bacon and egp. 
The disquiC:t of the spirits in Arlington 
if America should ever die. And the 
title of excerpts from his unpublished 
book, "Ghosts of a Forgotten Era: The 
Combet Art of George L. Skypeck:' 

In the midst of seeming morbidity, 
he has. a big smile and a laugh that 
expresses a humor apart from bis 
words. His whole face becomes a 
and his eyes almost slits, and 
almost imagine what he was at 19 
he enlisted in the army - a~ 
lucky teenager, who loved Jack Kennedy 

see SKYPECK, page 2B 
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City's' JUly::,f:JestiySI ,, : 
to honor -Vifdnam vets 
By Joe Nawrozkl' 
News American Staff 

For more than a decade, Mark 
Treanor kept his Marine CX>lllbat ser­
vice a single -line on his imp~ive 
resume, a dark shadow in his subcon­
scious. 

"Vietnam, n the Baltimore attor­
. ney said, '!was just part of my life that 
• happened. There was really no down 
side toil It was SQmething I just kept 
inside. I never talked about iC 

Then. last April, he said, "There 
was an awakening.n 

Now a sureessful lawyer in the law 
firm of Miles and Stockbridge, 
·Treanor, 35, said the war was some­
thing that finally spilled out when: he 
talked with a friend. . · 

-We talked abou\ how many Viet­
nam vet.erans came home and pro­
gressed in their livest he said. "And 
we talked about how many haven't 
realized those successes because .of 
Vietnam. . . . He convinced me I 
should help.n 

Treanor is helping. So is Thomas 
Shaner, who runs a local advertisin!f 
agency. And so is David DeChan« 
director of the Baltimore office of the 
Vietnam Vet.erans Le'irship Pro­
gram, one of 2(, sden O OOS in the 
nation. · 

'The group of combat vets has 
helped organize-with a strong com­
mitment from Mayor William Don­
ald Schaefer - a Fourth of July festi-
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val e.t Fort Smallwood Park, . a day 
designed to &a]ut.e vet.erans of the 
Vietnam War. · . 

Events planned include a P.&r8(1e, 
continuous entertainment; family 
games, military displays, bands, jug­
_glers, clowns and a martial arts exhi­
. bition. 

On a more serious side, there will 
be a special ceremony honoring those 
who ~rved in Vietnam, particularly, 
Schaefer said, the 410 men from Bal­
timore who were killed in action. 

William Boucher, former head of 
the Great.er Baltimore Committee, is 
directing the fund-raising drive for 
~e festivities. He said his appeal to 
Baltin)o~ merchants for: $20,000 has 
raised· about half its goal, Treanor 
said .. 

· Treanor, a Naval Academy grad­
uat.e and infantry officer in Vietnam 
for five years, said Fort Smallwood­
about 20 miles from Baltimore in 
Ann~ Arundel County- was select­
ed because the city-owned park cov- . 
ers more than 100 ~cres and because 
visitors can fish and swim in the 
Patapsco River and the Chesapake 
Bay. 

The festival will be held from 10 
a.m. until 6 p.m., with city agencies 
and privat.e industry working togeth­
er to provide logistics and funds: 
· Martin .Resnick, a local caterer, 
said he will donate time and food for 

See FOURTH, 38 
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the event. 
Shaner, an Army combat corre­

spondent in Vietnam in 1970, said he 
is helping with the project because 
"it's been a long time coming." 

'The Vietnam vets need to be rec­
ogni7.ed, attention must be focused on 
both the successful ones and those 
who still need help. n 

Shaner said the Baltimore Orioles 
will annotlll0e the festival on the Me­
morial Stadium sooreboard before the 
event and radio and t.elevision adver­
tisements are being prepared. 

Shaner emphasired the festival 
will not be a political stat.ement on .. 

TheNewaAawican •tuclWd T= 
VETERANS: David-DeChant, :ft, and Mark Tre~ 

the war, nor a comment on U.S. tor-
eign policy, "although feelings about 
such things, obviously, are quite 
strong." 

"Everybody is welcome," said De­
Chant, a former Marine intelligence 
soout in Vietnam. 

"'We felt the salute and lndepen. 
dence Day go hand in band. 1'bere 
were lots of questions such as why 
now and what were the motives of the 
people behind the scenes. 

"Well, we ha...e gotten more than 
Just a bles.gng from Mayor Schaefer," 
DeChant said "It is a definit.e com­
mitment and people, some very pow­
erful, have given their time, talent, 
money and most importantly, their 
understanding." / 
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Canvases of war: •vi tnam 
and veterans remembered 

.. . . ... . 

By Valerie Haddon 
WIISHINGl0N TIMES STAFF 

G
eorge Skypeck, or "Sky," as 
he likes to be called, is a rough 
talker, as if straight from the 
trenches. His speech is splash­

~ with expletives like the paint that 
Sl}lltters the walls of his studio. . · 

·. ·skypeck is a painter in t)le tradition 
of other war painters, but he is the 
most prominent from the Vietnam era. 
And yet, he says; it's dangerous for him 
to sho,w his kind of art because people 
will accuse him of trying to glorify 
war. "I am .pot glorifying war, I am 
glorifying the human aspect, that tran- , 
scends the frailty of being human, and 
the selfishness and individuality:• 

His paintings hang in the State 
department, the West German Ministry 
of Defense, and Boston City Hall." He's 
hap shows in the major East Coast cit­
ies, and his poem, "Soldier," was read 
at the dedication of the Vietnam Vet­
erans Memorial, and entered in the · 
Congressional record. 

His goal as an artist is to "resurrect 
that pride that's always been with the 
Vietnam veteran. The vet needs to be 
told that his experiences were valua­
ble, that they've not just gone down the 
drain. I have il purpose, and it's to be a 
scribe of Vietnam as the 'grunt' knew 
it." . 

The first thing one sees coming off 

Apatriofs 
viewofan 
era of conflict 

"A lot of people ·don't realize it, but 
when you go out to AJ'Jington Ceme­
tery, if you stand at the tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier, you look straight 
across at the people that put 'em there." 

He wants to redefine bis Vietnam 
experience~ terms of the excitement 
he finds here. He loves America, but 
Americans have dealt him a blow he 
finds hard to forgive. 

" didn't lose this war," he said. "You 
thehand-operatedelevatortohisfourth 

I 
lost the war. Don't ever tell a Vietnam 

story warehouse loft is a Marine poster: veteran that he lost the war. He'll have 
"If you can make it here; you can make every right to take your teeth and put 
it anywhere:• An L V. bottle with whiskey them right over there on that table?' 
inside hangs from the wall and from . . 
·the ceiling model airplanes. Each of _He 1s very 8:ware of death_ anct dyma. 
th~ planes means something to him His ~versattons are ~Y peo­
from the war· The big jet that flew him pied with gboSts and sp~ts. The &boat 

·. , of a woman who haunts his loft, brinaina 
~ere, the helicopter that med-evac d with her the smell of bacon and eus. 
him out, the ~mailer planes ~t flew The disquic;t of the spirits in Arlington 
low ~ver th~ Jungle to draw fll'e. · if America should ever die. And the 

His ac~lics of fe~ale_ nu~es on ~e title of excerpts from his unpublished 
wall seem mtru~ers m this dirty, pamt- book, "Ghosts of a Forgotten Era: The 
spla~ered_ man s w~rld. . . . Combot Art of George L Skypeck." 

He 18 a big man, this patriotic Picasso, 
in his beat-up sneakers, jeans and beige 
workshirt, like a giant wrestling with 
the problems of war and peace, and his 
love/hate relationship with America. 

He came from his hometown of 
Holyoke, Mass., to Washington, D,t., 
to paint in the patriotic atmosphere 
that he loves. He rented the first apart­
ment that he found, in Arlington, 
overlooking the Pentagon. 

In the midst of seeming morbidity, 
he has .a big smile and a laugh that 
expresses a humor apart from his 
words. His whole face becomes a smile 
and his eyes ~ost slits, arid one can 
unost imagine what be was at 19 when 
he enlisted in the army - a happy-g<r 
lucky teenager, who loved Jack Kennedy 

stt SKYPECK, page 2B 
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. 
George "Sky" Skypeck keeps Vietnam alive in his artist's.studio. 

PA~E 2B / THURSDA.Y, JUNe 3 

SKYPECK 
Continuedjrom'page 1B 

and wanteci~ see what be could do for 
bis country. 
-Of Polish-litbuanian parents, be grew up in an ethnic tradition that stressed 

patriotism and bard work. "A lot of us 
came from the same kind of back­
ground." he said. "Lower middle-class. 
You were supposed to go to the Army 
and make something of yourself. 

He and his friend John ijoronsky, 
m he'd grown up with began to fear · 

that the war was going to pass them by. 
They enlisted together. Boronsky never 
ql!IlebadL a-,; . 

. "We wanted to show that we were 
just as good u our uncles aµd fathers 
and thmg_s like that - that we bad a 
role, and a date with destiny." 

NOW' be doesn't think that he'll ever 
have friends like that, or laugh like 
that again. '"\\'hen you're~combatand 
you see your friends getting waxed 
(killed), you stop making friends." He 
said thal he'll talk to people, but he'll 
never allow them to become close. 

He points out a piece oo the wall, 
awash in c:mfetti-like cob; called "'New 
Yort ~ AuiU:81, 1945." _For the last 

year an4 a half, be has begun to exper­
iment with. an abstract painting style 
to express what be c;ould not express 
representationally. "'lbe reason it's 
called''New York 'City, August. 1945" 
is it's an ·ana1ogy for the victory parade 
that they bad that we never got." 

He said tbat be was compared to 
-.Jackson ~Hack. when ms paintings 
were showing in New York-~also 
-.intoabstractpainting ... cmning -
back from ·war. > · •. -., : _,;, 

Another painting is swirls of red; 
white, blue, and yellow, the only colors 

'that he uses now, tlJe colors of~ Amer­
ican and Vietnamese flags. "That's 
".Mlerican Foreign Policy, 1960 -1982,' " 
be -said. -"You can tell where our for­
,4ign policy_ was going_ - ~-over." 
· ·Asa special services advuo,r,JU:ld an 

· intelligence officer, be bad ait•ual ,tq,erience i,nVietnam: livina\nth the 
' Vietnamese, tnaDYOf them_former Viet 
c'ona, wboivereeillled"~~-" 

:"W~ ROt ID lplow tbe V~t:namese_-;-
-liffll with them, fougbt-wtth them, dif:d 
with the..n ate with them, wenttotheu­
wedditlg;, went ' to their ·funerals, 
patched ~em up ... they patched us up." 

·. ·"I respected them,lind Ibey~ 
i;ue. J re,pected their traditions and 
tftey mine. I felt like ping up to all 
thosepermaneotpress, ~-wear 

· types with the ~ department. 1Uld 
lffin&, JOU. .. Well I QD't-say it. · · 
.~'ftlltl!ld ID 111!11 ltMm eactlJ -.J, 

••11meric:an:-who,.•liYii&W&re 

continued 
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· $25,000 worth of good news . ' . •. ' . . . 
The f~eral agency called Action per- News Report t.o .abou~ l~ big city newspa­

forms an lDlportant task, one ~ even pers . and an indeterminate number of 
more important because of Ronald Rea- . weeklies. The rep,rt, which is really a 
gan's philosophy. Action's mission is to en- press release, consists entirely of a big­
courage voluntarism, and its $130 million Good News banner and a success story 
budget - which will be reduced by at least about some volunteer who, having over­
$10 million next year - is spent to P.SY come fearful odds, is doing worthwhile 
government employees to help people or- work in his or her community.The idea is 
gariize various volunteer activities, and to that newspaper editors will be intrigued 
provide, it1 some cases, start-up money for : ands publish the story. and then readers 
those activities. . will be so inspired that they, too, will want 

Many have the purpose of motivating or I to do ~~unity work. , 
assisting blder Amencans - the Senior Action director Thomas W. Pa,uken tells 
Companion Program, for example, and the us that he started Good News with the 
foster grandparents and retired senior vol- ; proviso ~t i~ w9uld be abandoned it if 
unteer .projects. A recent activity which is. the~ was indifferent accep~. Bu4 ac­
meeting with success is called the Vi0Ui\lllll .cording to Mr. PaukE:n, the tJung has been 
Veterans Leadership Program; in it, veter- a huge success - editors have commented 
ans who had nffie Cfuuble making the ad- . favorably and! moreover, have been print-
justment to civilian life - and that means. mg !,he material. ·. · . . 
80 percent of all Vietnam veterans - are Maybe so. But 1t aeeD?S to µa that a~ 
aiding their troubled bretheren in many of heavy budget ruta, hi_gh ~yment 
ways, including helping them get jobs. and government ~on, the eelf-styled 

_ Good News Report 18 out of synch. Pemaps 
A~ a ~me of budget cu~backs, and ~ the example set by a oouragecKIS volwiteer 

du~ions m government social programs, 1s . in Paragoul~ Ark., would prompt people 
Action worth ~e expense? If, as ~ms to to vohmteer in that town, oot not in , Mo­
~ the case, Action truly su~ m swell- line, m., or Baltimore. · 
mg the ranks of yolunteers dedicated and _ There are lenty of forus n11 llintY to­
abl~. to help.other people, we think it is an get.her today ~t ~ ~ 
eflicient, productive use of taxpayer's mon- acro88 the country to wluntMr their time 
ey,. and talent. Neceaaity ia·one thirul. Pride is 

Almost, anyway. . another. But to our mind, the $25,000 Ac-
The agency is spending $25,000 a year tion spends on its Good News Reports has 

to send a publication called Th.e Good precious little to do about it. 
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~lmington launches 
Viet vet job program 
with federal funds 
By Sandy Dennison Board members include lCip 

Staff reporter Becker, a Wilmington College pro­
fessor; New castle County Execu-

The more than 32,000 Vietnam- tive Richard T. Collins; Wilmington 
era veterans in Delaware have ~n attorney James A. Robb, and Jerry 
targeted for help in a $50,000 pilot Smith, a teacher at the Pilot School 
program using volunteers from for Special Children. 
government an~ business. . Hanby and the board of directors 

Wilmington is one of the first will recruit others to serve in the 
cities in the country to try the con- program. 
cept, in which successful veterans The volunteers won't provide 
will help their less fortunate former individual job counseling. They will 
military counterparts in getting use their authority and job 
jobs and changing their negative resources to create more opportun­
unage, ities for veterans · and to better 
. TJie new organization, . the ~ coordinate existing services. fv~ ~term I :eadecsbiP Prglfflm Most of the program's estimated L : began operations n- . $50,000 budget will be spent on 

day.VVLP is funded by ACTION, ii salaries for Hanby ancl an adminis-
federal umbrella agency. trative assistant. 

ACTION was formed by Presi- Most Vietnam veterans are not 
dent Nixon in 1971 to administer "ticking time bombs," as they often 
the Peace Corps, VISTA (Volun- have been portrayed, Becker said. 
teers in Service to America), Foster 
Grandparents and other volunteer · Hanby said volunteers will 1t0t 
programs. · "give somebody a song and dance" 

The VVLP's director is Wayne R. to encourage them to hire veter­
Hanby, a former Marine who lost ans, but they will use their influence 
an_ eye and hand in Vietnam. Hanby, to promote hiring. 
a justice of the peace, is taking a Vietnam veterans who would like 
leave of absence to run the pro- to join the effort may call Hanby at 
gram which began this week. 571-3250. 
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v1erve1s 
. Mtill profit · l 

f ,· , ·fr~m grant. I _.j ~ 

' ; . 
'. ' ! : 

WILMINGTON-Delaware wlll 1 , 

, • ~ tlSG,000 ID federal money o,11' ) '. 
· lbe aat Ull'N JUn to.pay for a pro- t : 
...... wblcb will co«dlnlte alltlDI f : 
11mce1aVletDll!I..._IDtbl 1: 
ltate. . . . / t 

Wayne R. Hanby• director of tbl 
aewly-formed ,Vietnam Veterau I . 

. Leadenblp Procram buecl ID WIim• , . 
-~ lnltoD, 111d tllfl IDOl'DIDI bJa prcllrllD a ' 

' and tbe feder,-1 money will be 1118d .. to ·• . 
coordinate -- ... (for tbl 

1• '8t) IJld mm tllem moreeabeatve:• 1 
· ,,.. IDCIM1 will 111o • aprud 1· 

•· . lllrou&bOul lbe atate to mm ai1tb1C 
procrams ua llttle mare creative and a 
llttle more bMIINUYe,~• llubJ, a 
Vietnam-.., Mid. · 

Tbe blW prtll'IIII wUl ....... 
Vllallaa veterana to - tanrll'd • 
•----tobelplellolr ...... 
prablelDI, ..... blip tar .Delawlft" 
fltenDI wbo ltlll bave .___ ,_._ 
bleml relatbll to tbelr ........ 

• ' .. perleDce. IJld demaaltrtle lbe ....... 
, .· . tblplklllaoflbeV .... ---- ,_ 
j Haaby ll&lmated tblrHre 1.• VIit- 1 

-.mvetalD.donltateDelnan ... l ·· r~-a::-:--..... : . _, .' ; ................. _· :. 
~ ·r . . .. ~ ... ,...._..,,...~b,ij~ . ..,,.,·. 
: ' • ';, -~~~ ._ \ . . , .. ,· (: ~ i. f 

-~/~JetN vet~ ··' ·-: ~ . 
;_ ·,r I 
'. . -owa,,,.,,'!WD,...1• 
~, Pbiladelpbia, NelbvWe • SU AD- . 
: ' tonlo. . . 

By next year, a city ID eacb'ltate will ' 
1 have an operational_ pro,ram. ~acb cl-
j = recelv! $50,000 a year for tbne , 

I Wltb DlOlt veterana' •rvlce 12 years 
behind them, DlOlt bave adjUlted suc­
cessfully to clvtllan life, Hanby llld. 

aome may atlll have problems. 
Be bapes the new program will en­

well-adjusted veterans to help 
ta.e jUY __ ltill be~~ eJDO-

·... -!. · 
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Vetera~ program 
closing· its doors 

· By Themas Hasler · the Reagan administratioa ii beilll 
Evening Sun~ 1 organized. 

While the Reagan administration caned the Baltimore Vietnam v~ . 
puts its faith in pinstriped volun~r- teans Lea~p Program, the ~ 
ism of the private sector to find ljobs ect seeks to build a netwGrk of ~ 
for disadvantaged Vietnam veterims, ce&1ful" Vietnam veterans to try to 
grassroot job outreach efforts \are .open doors for less less fort.ate 
folding. • · comrades-in-arms, said Mart C. 

Closing next week. is the Vete.ans Treanor, who beads the eff~ 
Outreach Laboratory, which in itwo Treanor, an attorney ,nth the firm 
years helped find about 500 jobs for Miles and Stoctbridge, said the 
mostly black vete~, only 10 per- ~p's.~ priority will be to work 
cent of those whq came seeking help, on finding JO~ for Vie veter-ans 
said Ed Jackson, the director by talting to veter.ms in management · 

Even that record- is considered positions or nm their own basi-
."quite successful" by the Department nesses. . . " 
of Labor, said Paul Robertson, a vet- The groap will try to find alterna· 
eran employment specialist for the tive soarces of to laelp c6er 
department · I effirts lite Jacbon'S Oiilreacll 

But, because of budget cuts, the project, Treanor said. 
$109,000 grant that helped. · witi $50,tlt in aeed 

.the ondawmin P1aia . operation, IDIDeJ frGm Ac-noN, tile program 
along with funds and services from will not praride dlll!rtervices. 
the city and the Veteran., Administrs- RatMr, it is designed to ''mate 
lion, was not renewed. sare prolessioDl!ls ,et aapport in tile 

At one time. eight oa:ta eadl · to serve the py in tile 
efforts operated around the coantry, street, l1 '.freanor uplained, addilll 
helping veterans find jobs, gettmg t11at the group is "slowlJ 1DUU11 ~ 
discharges upgraded or providing tacts tllrouCb word of moutll." 
other job services. The difficulty of flDdiDC jolll ... 

· For veterans with less-than- Vietnam veterans wu demollltraW. 
honorable~ "it's almost im-' by an attempt last year to aN TY 
possible to get a job," Jacbon said. commercials to stimulate interest la 
An estimated 12,000 veterans in tbe providing jobs. . . . 
Baltimore area have less-than- • The Greater Baltimore Coalition 
honorable discharges, be said. for Veterans set a goal for 500 jobs 

About ~ veterans came to the 'but was able to find only about 75'. 
:outreach office for help, and so far 75 · said Jackson, who was one of the 
have gained upgraded discharges. coaltion leaders. 
, ~t u Jackson's outreach office i$ That response was discouraging • 
. closing,_ a new ~am initiated by. Jackson said.· · 
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W-RMO In,,.__.._....,.~ 
ay ~1 W. Pauken 
Director of Action 
The David L. Huffman Story . 

Dave Huffman of Wilmington, Del .. 
claims he was such a poor ·student, 
he (Junked out of kindergarten. 
Maybe, so. He didn't have much go­
ing · for him then; a meSied up 
home life and eight years in . ail : 
orphanage. He didn't finish high · 
school, dropping out in the .10th ' 
grade. When he was 19; .he enlisted 
in the Marines. · That was Novepib- · 
er· 1967, and in April i968 he ar­
rived in Vietnam as a combat rifle­
man. On September 29, a day he'll 
never forget, he · was booby trap­
ped.' When he woke up in the hos­
pit_al at Da_ Nang, he \Vas blind. -
That was the beginning of the bad 
news, and it got worse. 

He came home to find he realh 
wasn't · wanted, not as a veteran, 
not with his disability which was 
too much of an inconvenience for 
those around him to handle. The 
future looked extremely bleak, but 
Dave was not willing to accept de­
feat. "L knew I had to turn my life 
around", he said. "And I knew r 
had to rely on my head". . 

He entered the Hines VA Rehabili­
tation Cepter in Chicago, Ill:, to 
learn to adjust and how to cope in 
a world . of ' darkness. The course 
was scheduled to last four months 
for · David it lasted six. He passed 
his high school equivalency and 
was making steady progress when 

I he was in an automobile accident 
I which Jeft him with· a broken back 

paralyzed from the neck down. He 
. wasn't about to quit, wasn't going 
l to be left lying fiat. He began lift­
I ing weights in bed. Determination 
combined with medical treatrpent 
put him back on his feet. 

But now what to do? 

At first, he figured . he'd be cont~nt 
with unskilled work, not demand­
~uch of himself or of .anybody; a 

• line-to-five job with a beer wait­
ng for him at the end of the da¥,­

o things happened. He couldn t · 
• 1nd employment, and at a dance, 

1e met Sharon Ann. 

, 'She turned the world 'around for 
' ne" - he said. She convinced him to 
: 'O back to school, and with the VA 

:enefits due from his military aer­
·ice. he did so. He was the .fl.ht 
,!ind student to earn pot one but 
wo degrees from Wilmington 
:ollege - in behavioral science.I 
nd criminal justice. He was. also • 
he first blind student to gra~uate 
rom, Delaware Law school. Soc,n, 
1e'll be taking his bar -exams, and 
1e plans to specialize in intemar 
ional law. 
tight now, he's a program planner 
n the new Vietnam . Veterans 

Leadership Program; sponsored · by 
•A~ON, the national volunteer 
a~cy. The purpose of the pl'.O" 
gram is one of aid, from veterans 
to veterans whatever the need may 
be. Dave has de(inite ideas, on 

' ways to approac~ emp!oyei:s, ideas 

I that are innovative ·and differen!, 
You've got to accentuate the pos1-

' tive_!', he says, and he's living proof 
' )! that axiom. 
Reeently, when he met _Ronal_d 
Reagan, he told the President. 1t 

· wouldn't be too • ll>ng before a 
1 Vietnam veteran took over the 
i White House job. He didn't name 
himself as a candidate, b\lt with _all 
his accomplishments at 33, which 
include a brown belt in Judo, don't 
rule him out. , · • l 
David L. Huffman has come'"B long 
way since he dropped out of school. . He has the kind of spirit and cour· 
age and outlook that our country 
has_ always depended on. He's tbe 
father of three children, and when 
he's asked how he has come .so far 
so fast, he answers qui~tly, Sharon 
Ann. With love and kindness you 

._can _go as far as you. want. 
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:~ ·:lt\e_GoQ.d~J}lew teport 
, • ·, ,~ ~f'Jm.os W. Pouke,1 · ~ . T · .. : -~ ; · ff ' ; . ; . . - . 

•':fi:r,-.: , Hu-rfman oft-.Wilm- H.c cn1ercd •~· HillCS VA 
ing1on. Del.. claims he was Reh11bili1a1ion Cen1er • in 
such a poor sludent, he · · -Chicago, HI_,-;: 10. lcarn t-o ad-
nunked oul of kindergarten. , jtisCand how ·,_10 ' cop.c in a 
Maybe -~o.' He . didn't have w<atki of- -~fk:n-css . . , l'ha 
much goi"g for him then; a course was i!cliedulcd to btst 
messed up home life and ' four . monrbi: ·. for . David i! . 
eigpt years- it;i · an orphariage. lasted six._ He passed his high 
He didn't Jinis,h high school, school. equivalency and was: 
dropping out in the 10th making steady -progress wtlen 
grade. Whet) he w.is 19, he he was in ao au1omobiJe acci-
enlisted .in the Marines. That dent ,vhid1 lift him wi1h a 
was. November 1967, and in broken hack, paralyzed from 
April 1968 he arri.vcd in Vici• the neck down. He wasn'1 
nam as a combat rinemai1. . ahou1 to qu_il, :w~n•t going to 
On September 29, a day he'll he lcfl lying fla1. He beg-an 
never furgtl. he was booby lifting weights in•bed . De1cr-
1rappcd. \\'hen he woke up in · urination 'combi1fod . w.ith 
1hc· ho,pi1al a1 Da Nang, he medical 1rea1111en1 pul ·hi~n 
wa~ blind . Thai was the batk on his feel. · 
bcµinning of I he -· had news, 
and i1 µ01 worsl' . 

H,· ,·:11nc home 10 find he 
rl'ally w:,~n ·1 wan1cd. 1101 ·as a 
veteran, not with his disabili-
1 y " ;hich wa~ loo much or an 
i11,·,,n, c11ic·ncl' rur .those 
arn1111d him 10 handle. The 
f11111rc lnukc•d · l'Xtrcmely 
hkal... 0111 Dave was not will­
ing to accepl defeat. "I knew , 
I had 10 ' turn my life 
around." 'he 'said. "And I , 
knew I had 10 rely on my 
head ." 

8111 now what 10 do? . 
. ,\1 fir-.i. tie figured he'd 'be 

COllll'IIJ with u11skillcd work. 
nm denJanding n1uch of 
himsdf of of ai1ybody; a 
nine-10-five job with -a ht-er 
waiting for him at the erid of 
the day. , 

Two 1hing/ hapr,cned: . He 
couldn't firid ,employment, 
and a1 a da'm:e, he·. me1 
Sharon /\nn . 

''She . turned thl' wortd 
arnund for me/' h·e said~ She 
l·onvinced lrim 10 go back 10 
scho_ol, and wi1h 1hc VA 
benefits due from his nitli1ary 
service, he did so. He \v"a~the 
firs1 blind studeni 10 earn not 
one hut two degrees from 
Wilmington College •• -in 
behav-iornl science -and in-

. 1:r~1nin_;1l justic~ . . He was-k 
the first blind student 10 

1rad1iate fro"" .Ddawart uw · 
Sch_ool. soo·n. he'll M tatillg 

his baf.•e-x'a.ms. ;ind -he r,lans 
to sptclalite in interna1ional 
law; 

· ~ii~-n~. he's a program 
pf~n~ i11.,the new · Vietnam 
Veteians. •t~atlership Pro- · 
gram: sponsored by ~ 
TtoN,.tfle qational volunteet 
agency, The purpose of the 
progrJm is one of aid, from 
veterans 10 veterans whatever 
the need rway be . Dave ha~ 
definite -ideas on ways to ap­
proach employers. ideas 1hat 
are innovative and dirrerenl. 
"You've go1 10 accentuate 
the positive." he says, :rnd 
he's living proof or that ax­
iom . 

Recently, when he met 
Ronald Reagan, he told the 
Prcside1i1 ii wouldn't be too 
luni! hefore a V.ietnam 
vetera n 100k O\'Cr 1he While 
House job. He didn' t name 
himself· as a c-andid,ue. bul 
wi1 h all hi~ .n:<.·omplishmcn1s 
al :n. which include-a brown 
~II in Judo, don't rule him 
OU!. 

David L. · Huffman has 
·come a tong way sincc. .. he "' 
dropped OUI or school. He 
has t~ kind pf spirit and 
COltlagc and outlook that our 
c-Olllltry has always depende-d 
on. He's the father of three 
children, and when he's ask-. 
ed how he has come so far so 
fast, he .answers· qoie:ly, 
_''.Sha_ron Ann. Wilh fove and 
'"µKlncss YOll can JO as far as 
you want." .. , ; 

. :,~ ~ ,.......,,... ___ -- ·.·· ... _ . 



TIii GIOd •ws Report 
By Thomas W. Pa~ 

, Director of ACTION--
~ .,-,h-

The David L. Huffma/i Story · 
Dave Huffman of Wilmington, Del., claims he was such 

a poor stuent, he flunked out of ki"4ergarten. Maybe ~­
He didn't have much going for hirit then; a messed up 
home life and eight years in an oti>hanage. He didn't 
finish high school, dropping out in the 10th.grade.When 
he was 19, he enlisted in the Marines: That was November, 
1967,and in April. 1968, he arrived in Vietnam as a combat 
rifleman. On September 29, a day he'll never forget, he was 
booby trapped. When he woke up in· the hospital at Da 
Nang. he was blind. That was the beginning of the bad 
news, and it got worse. 

He came home to find he really wasn't wanted, not as a 
veteran, not with his disability which was too much of an 
inconvenience for those around him to handle. The future 
looked extremely bleak, but Dave was not willing to ac­
cept defeat. '"I knew I had to tum my life around," he said. 
"And I knew I had to rely on my head." 

He entered the Hines VA Rehabilitation Center in Chi­
cago, IL. lO learn to adjust and how to cope in a world of 
darkness . The course was scheduled to last four months; 
for Da"id it lasted six. He passed his high school equival­
ency ·and was making steady progress when he was in an 
automobile accident which left him witfi it 6roken back, 
paralyzed from the neck down. He wasn't about to quit, 
wasn 't going to be left lying flat. He begin lifting ~ights 
in bed. Determination combined with medical treatment 
put him back on his feet. 

But now what to do? 

At first, he figured he'd be content with umkilled: work, 
not demanding much of himaelf or• anybody; a nme-to­
five job wtm a beet waiting,fer1risn.at the end of the da.y. 

Two things happened. He c6uldtt't find employment 
and at a dance, he met Sharon Ann: · · . · 

·'She turned the world around (or me," he said . . 5-
,convinced him to go back to schopl, and with the VA 
ibcnefits due from his military service, he did so. He was 
the first blind student to earn not ~but twodegrtts from 
Wilmington C.Ollege--in bebavioralscience and incrimj. 
nal justice. He was also the first blind studmt to graduaie 
from Delaware.Law Schoc;,l. Soon he'll be taking his bar 
exams, and he plans to specialize in· i~lffllational _law. 

Right now, he'saprOgiamplannc;rmthenewViemaa 
Veterans Leadership Program, spotisottd by ACilON, 

· the national volunteer agency. 1ne' purJ)QIC o1 die pit>- · 
gram is one of aid, froni"~ to ~ns whatewr die 
need may be .. Dave has defini": ideas·0!1 ways to a~ 
employers, ideas that att 1nn~u~ and ~ 
"You've got to accentWt~ the po11uve, he says,~•• ·. 
living proof of-1l!Jlaxi<MQ. · · · · ,1 • • • 

Recmtly wtlRl'm.-iet lt.xiald Reagan, ~told the~ 
idcnt it woukln't, be too long before~ Vtetnam vetielU' 
took over the White House job. Hedidn'tname himldf• 
a candidate, but with all his aa:omplislimenta at~ whida 
include a brown belt in Judo, don't rule him out. 

Qavid L Huffman has come a long way siatt ht 
dropped out of school. He has the kind of .spirit allld 
cou,age and outlook . that our country ta. always de­
pended on. He's the ~ther ()f threechildrm, and what he's 
asked how he has oomc so far so fut, he answers quietl.y, 
"Sharon Ann. With love and kindness you can go u far n 
you want." 

\_ __________ :,__ ___ _ 
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\ The P.M. report 

Dave Huf £man's whole life 
·-· 

has been a minefield 
:you· START PAINTING Dave Ruff-
·. man, you wonder where to start, 
•-:- because there have been many Dave 
'Ruffmans - all the same admirable H­
~-old man. 

Al Gartwright 
· ·. Tbe,- was the kid from a busted home, 
i ';lon of an alcoholic father, wbo lived lD wu murdered. 
:ftiot orphanages. . • . . Adversity? Dave Huffman wu malting a 

' •·E· r ;: 'l'be school dropout - I flunked ldncler- eareer of lt. 
~- ·• n, seventh and ninth grades and quit "You take ad~rsity, take your mistakes, 
~ ~: .S. du Pont High in tenth.• you can make them into your strength if 
"f (:,, Dave Huffman, 19, the Marine volunteer. you learn from them,• be said, sitting in the : 

~

·" ;•A spontaneous thing. I guess there waa a living room of bis pleasant home in 
:tlttle patriotism involved.• . . Melanie Woods. There was female talk 
r: Dave Huffman, less than a )'ear later comin& from the kitchen. His wife, Sharon 
wounded by a booby-trap in Viet111m. Ann, or Sherrie, wu having coffee with 

1 • "I'bat's the painless way to say it - for G friends. She is Dave Huffman's "golden 
J \ · for me: The •wound" took away .his t, person.• He met ber while be was atill 
. ·:. lmmediately. wearing the brace from his accident. She 
· ·· \ Dave Huffman, the unwanted. He came turned his world arolllld. 

t>bome not only blind, but unskilled. No work Her encouragement and the vets' rehab 
, ~·for the unskilled disabled. "The most mis- program helped him to resume his educa-
t • ·understood people in the world. I felt.. . tion. Dave liuffman, althouch too impa-. 
' ': abandoned. l felt an association with the tient to use either Braille or a guide do1, 
, · . blackl and their complaints; after a while . -· became the first blind student to be ara· . 
f 7ou jllSt don't bother looking any more.•· duated from Wilmington College. Then be 
: _'.-;·· - We are going to get to the happy life of became the first blind graduate of Dela-
; "r!.- Dave Huffman, but it is going to mean ware Law School. 

j::IDCOlmtering even more tragedy. · Today, this day, be is takinl the Pennait-
,~1 Be entered a rehab center in Chicago and vania bar exams. He'll take a reader with 
'·· heated out his high school equivalency bim, and someone else will write bis 
·.J diploma. It was a four-month course. It answers. He ruefully admits be did not pass 
~-took him six. He came home - "I felt the Delaware tests - •1 botched it, but it 
4 !\mcomfortable, couldn't find work" - and only made me dig deeper." 
'{H2 years ago was involved in an automobile . • Re asked that there be some credit here 
.;_, ~: tccldent that broke both shoulders and left ·tor Wilmington College. "They a~fted 
~,..1alm temporarily paralyzed from the n -'Ck me ata time a lot of colleges wouldn't. got 
,11: down. ' 'my de~ in criminal justice, but still 
::il A beloved sister who took him in to ,her · ewldn t eet into law school. So I went back 
~- llome was to commit suicide. A brother · to Wilmington and got another degree, in 

~, .. . · .. _.. , .. ,Ji'.. • . ;. . 
continued next page 



continued 

-behavioral 1Cience. Now they had to take 
me." 

He wants to specialize in private interna­
tional law, and when he talks about it he 

_ does not sound like a fellow who struggled 
to a pale English mark of 27 at the rehab 
school. "What you need is a mixture of law, 

. political science, business - how to form a 
subsidiary in another country, the tax con­

. sequences, the stability_ of the country, 
whether or not a Joint venture 11 
required.· 

·. DA VE HUFFMAN ADMITS there was 
· a time he thought of taking his s~ 

ter's way out of a tormented life. He 
and his wife have adopted her daulhter, 
incidentally,,and have two children of their 

. own. But that again, wu the old Dave, the 
one who had a jug of apple wine on his 
lap the night the·driver of the car smash_ed 
it up in Silview - "I gueu I deserved what 
happened.· 

Today's Dave Huffman leads. He is a 
paid program planner in the new Vietnam . 
Veterans Leadership Program out of 
Washington, sponsored by ACTION, the 
national volunteer agency. He is a key in 
the employer contact system designed .to 
provide aid, from veterans to veterans, and · 
be seeks the cooperation of professional . 
people. A Wilmington VVLP division, one 
of SO to be organized, soon will be kicked . 
off. · 

"I would like to stay with this program 
and at the same time go for a degree in 
business administration,• Huffman said, 
•and enter the law field in 1984. Did you 

# know there are enough blind lawyers, like 

Dave Huffman 

300, to warrant their own association?• 
I asked him what he missed most, · 

. visually. "Watching women walk, I guess,• 
be said with a laugh. "I like mountain sce­
nery, things like that. But my theory is that • 

you do not miss what you cannot have. rve 
never been happier. To return the things, 
the love people gave me, that is important 
to me. You know, my mother went blind 
and she came to live with 111 the last few 
years of her life. She set an example 
for me when things were BtartinC to sC;:. 
my nerves. To her, everythin& that · 
and I did wu right.• . 

If anyone bad an openln1 to be tb·e · 
bitter cinematic Vietnam veteran, it is 
Dave Huffman. "No, not bitter,- be said. 
"Whether that war was right or wrong ii 
unimportant to me at this time - the vet• · 
eran himself is all I am concerned aboul 

"I am convinced people are lituatioaal. 
I bad the right opportunity, the rilht people 
helping me. School was a long allot, but it 
worked. Put almost anyone in the same 
situation and the same would bappen. The 
handicap itself is a motivation. And I bad 
that lovely lady, my wife, goinl for me. Sbe 
was even my reader in uncfer1radute 
school. I owe it to her to be tbe type · of . 
husband and father she delervel. • · 

Huffman is a believer in the bolistic life 
- the physical, the elDOtional, the intellec­
tual complementing eacb otber. Re ii a 
weight-lifting, bag-puncbin&, judo-practic- · 
ing fitness fan. "You have to satisfy all the 
parts. The physical, I think, belp1 pve you · 
laster recall - and I sure neecr tbat ill tile 
bar exams.• 

David Lawrence Huffman is a bllncf man· 
but a whole man. He sees and leads witll .,_ : 
heart. 

Al Cartwright's column ~ppean Taeluy­
ud Tbunday in the Eveaiq Joarul ... 
Satuday and Sunday .la 11le News ..,_ . .... .. ·.· -· ·- · - _ ... . . 
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lleaorias Vietnam Yeti 
Wa,- R. Hanby, procram direc­

tor for the Wilmington Vietnam 
Veteran Leadership Program Inc., 
was good enougft to inform me of 
Sen. David McU,irle's intention to 

. introduce a joint r<';;l)lution in the 
' GEr:eral Ar.sc-mbly cal!ing for the 

dedication and naming of J.495 in 
Delaware as the Vietnam Veteran 
Memorial Highway. 

I view the failure of this nation to 
recognize the Vietnam veterans 
and their sacrifices as extending 
the tragedy of that war. I feel that 
such a memorial would simply bP. a 
fir:.t step in recognizing the public 
and private acts of courage exhi­
biteJ by our Vietnam veterans. I 
sincerely believe that these veter­
ans are deserving of this fine trib­
ute and I totally support this re­
solution. 

I am hopeful that the citizens of 
Delaware feel the same, and will 

• lend their support to make this a 
1 reality. 

f Rutherford 

!~vening ~~~l !'~b• 3, __ 19_82_ 

Barbara Wrigbt 

-rillhlnglon ~~ws--P.aper 

• 

... .. ___ .... ·-·- --.------- - .-------
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I Did Not Think It Would Work 

A different technique of climbing, a 
new way to communicate-Chad 
O 'Brien '69 added these to the daily 
challenges any handicapped person 
faces, and then he climbed Mt. Rainier. 

O 'Brien was one of the 12 handi­
capped people who mastered Mt Rainier 
this past summer. All of the climbers 
were blind, deaf, or had other physical 
disabilities. The Dickinsonian lost his 
left leg below the knee while with the 
U.S. Army in the Mekong River delta. 

Chad O'Brien practices law in the 
Harrisburg office of Pepper, Hamilton & 
Scheetz . He said that the firm was very 
supportive of his involvement with the 
climb which took him from the office for 
severa l weeks. Both Pepper and 
O'Brien have since become involved 
with White House programs . 

" President Reagan has made a pro­
gram in which I've become involved the 
focal point of his efforts on behalf of the 
Vietnam veterans, and Pepper has 
agreed to support the program ." 

The program is the Vietnam Veterans 
Leadership Program which is part of the 
ACTION agenda ~ administers ~ 
the Peace CorpsaiicrVista The 
veterans program is now joined to it. 

The President, O'Brien said, thinks 
that conventional avenues have had 
their credibility with Vietnam veterans 
eroded, most veterans believe the Vet­
erans Admi nistration and the Depart­
ment of Labor, for example, are not able 
to do anything new and innovative 
Vietnam ve terans feel, he believes, that 
nothing new will come out of these two 
agenc ies. President Reagan wants the 
initiative for the new program to come 
from the private sector, with initial fund­
ing and organization from ACTION . 

O'Brien explained that the idea is to 
establ ish a network of Vietnam 
veterans who are successful in busi­
ness He expects them to "provide ,1 

cadre to assist those with the desire ,rnd 
talen t but -,.. ho have not had opportun­
itie," This cadre will help those ,,ho 
have not been a, fortunate . 

Orig inally from Connecticut, Chad 
·o •Brien became a Dickinsonian through 
a ch.incc encounter while working .i t ,1 
sumnwr theatre. A college student also 
working there was "the most articulatt' 
,tudPnt I had ever met, and he turn{'d 
nut to bt• from Dickinson." 

r 

. :"',...,. .. . ,.."..·~ ;..~ .. :~~-
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Chad O'Brien is third in line here as the gr_oup climbs. (Philadelphia Inquirer photo.) 

O'Brien graduated from Dickinson 
cum laude in 1969. He was a member 
of Phi Kappa Psi and ODK. 

Chad was ROTC battalion commander 
and went into the Army at graduation. 
As a result of his activity in Vietnam, 
the Army awarded him a Silver Star, the 
Bronze Star with Valor, the Air Medal, 
Purple Heart, and Combat Infantryman 
Badge. 

He graduated from Dickinson School 
of Law after leaving the Army. Governor 
Thornburgh of Pennsylvania appointed 
Chad chief counsel to the Pennsylvania 
Department of Commerce in March 
1979. 

The O ' Briens have four children 
Charles Leonard, Jr ., Christopher Scott. 
.ind twins. Matthew and Megan, born 
while Chad was on Mt. Rainier 

Mt. Rainier is the largest mount.1in 
m,1ss in the continental United States. 
It is not the highest but is a straight rise 
from sea level and the largest glaci.itcd 
mass outside Alaska . It is om! of the 
bt•ltt!r known climbs, according to Chad, 
,ind .i challenge. 

Th,• 12 handicapped clim!wr, .,..1•r,· 
1111.olvt•d with glaci•~r. nut r()( k, 1 11111h 

ing. Both require ropes, but the 
technique is different for glaciers. 
Climbers wear crampons attached to 
their boots and are roped, groups of four 
on a 150' rope. 

Crevasses present the real peril. As a 
glacier moves down a mountain it goes 
over rocks and valleys The ice breah 
and crevasses form . Some are wide at 
the top and narrow at the bottom, others 
narrow at the top and wide at the 
bottom, and the openings are covered 
with snow. It is because of the 
crevasses that glacier climbers are roped 
together. 

"I joined the climb. " O' Brien sa id, 
"bec.iuse I h,1d helped form the Institute 
for Outdoor Awarene,s which ~ponsored 
it" The institute was started by Phil 
B,trtow in Swarthmore, Penn,ylv.inia 
B<1rtow, O 'Brien said, worked two years 
prt•paring for the climb "I did not think 
1t would work ." 

O'Urien bel ieves that I 1m Wh1t.iker, 
thi> first Amer ican to chmh Mt l vl'H'\t 

,tnd leader of the Mt Rainil'r climb, 
made it work . " W ithout Wh1t.1kn's 
lt•,1d,· r, h ip, 1t wou ld not h,tVP 
h.tpp,•ned " 

CQiltinued 



continued 

Chad said he had serious misgivin1i:s 
about climbing with the blind because 
the rope technique is so 1mport.1nt He 
carried this trepidation to Aspen, 
Colorado wht•re the group trained, one 
si~hted person leading two blind 

1
people. The problem was to develop a 
way to communicate with each other. 

· Every participant is important in this 
kind of climbing. All four on the rope 
~epend on each other. Ju <; t before 
Chad's climb, 11 people had been killed 
in an ice fall on Mt. Rainier, and seven 
people had died on Mt. Hood on the 
same day. In the Mt. Hood disaster one 
man of a four-man rope fell. and the 
other three were not ready. The four­
man rope fell and collided with another, 
creating a domino effect. In all 25 
climbers were involved; seven were 
killed . On Rainier, an ice fall caught 11 
climbers and buried them in a crevass 
under 20 feet of ice . Their bodies have 
not been recovered. 

O'Brien had not been sure the group 
would develop the ability and the 
confidence necessary, "but during train­
ing my fears were allayed. These were 

,:_~ -J 
. <1 .. .... 

-

During training 
in Colorado 

my fears 
were allayed 

people who happened to be blind but 
who were courageous and quick to 
learn. They mastered the rope technique 
quickly." 

"I had to learn a new climbing tech­
nique," O'Brien observed. "I was an 
Airborn Ranger and had learned all 
forms of climbing. After the wound I had 
to develop my own style. It was not 
consistent with guiding a blind climber. 
I rely on my arms and take the most 
direct route. This is not available to the 

President Reagan congratulates Chad O'Brien at a White House ceremony. 

blind. and I l.•.1rn,·d to \\,111.. ,1round 
obstad1•, whu h 11rd1n,11il, I \\mild h.1vt' 
steppl'd ov,·r ·· ti,· nwnt1orwd th,11 it 
mPant \er1c,u, .1hr.1,1on, to h,, ,rump 

"I WJ\ p.irt11 ul.111\ ,n,pm•cl ·hv frt'd 
No1•<;n1ir." 0·11ru•n ,,11cl No1•,r11·r h,1., 
been blind from t•.irh childhood and 
graduated from l:a,tt>rn Collt>ge the 
same year ,1<; Ch,1d did from Dickinson. 
He was so wPII ,1dju~trd to his blindness. 
according to thl' Drckinsonian. that he 
tried to Pnli<;t in the Air Force because 
he felt ht> could otier something. 

By learning to lOmmunicate with the 
blind, "I got a whole new appreci~tion 
of what I w,is \Peing. Unless they are 
with a child." O'Brien said. "people 
don't articulatP what they see. I did a lot 
of verbalizing and now have far keener 
recollections I saw a mountain goat 
scampering one day and described it. It 
enhanced my enjo~ment and made a 
more vivid memory." 

Discussion of the Mt. Rainier climb 
and its challenge led O'Brien to talk of 
Vietnam. 

"The Vietnam experience was a posi­
tive one. We learned a discipline and an 
understanding of life . We suffered, but 
we entered the mainstream with greater 
strengths, more discipline, more 
determination . I think you must look for 
the pos itive in anything in life. I have 
be ~n forced to overcome my own prej­
udice about those not physically able. 
but I still can't tolerate laziness and lack 
of discipline.''□ N.l.W. 
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Self-help veterans/ program 
inaugurated by Reagan 

WAsmOa'TON (UPI) .:_ President Reagan official­
ly inaugurated a self-help program for Vietnam veter­
ans Tuesday, a program designed to buff up their 
tarnished image and increase their chances for jobs. 

"Recognitlon and appreciation for all they went 
through is long overdue," Reagan said in a ceremony 
in the chilly White House Rose Garden. "The nation 
must be as loyal to them as they are to the nation.'' 

The Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program "is de­
signed to draw volunteer!' from the pool of successful 
Vietnam veterans to provide guidance for those with 
lingering problems," he said. 

Reagan said the U.S. troops who fought in Vietnam 
"have never received the thanks they deserve for 
their extraordinary courage and dedication" for their 
efforts "in a war they were not allowed to win." 

The VVLP is budgeted for $2 million per year for 
three years through ACTJPJ:# A Cederal agency 
coordinating administration volunteer programs. The 
veterans' program began at the start of the fiscal year 
on Oct. 1 but was formally initiated Tuesday, a day 
before Veterans Day. Federal participation is to be 
phased out by September 1984. 

Plans call for the VVLP in its flrs~ear to set up 

centers in 50 cities to offer guidance and employment 
help for Vietnam veterans, said Thomas Paullten, AC­
TION director and a veteran. The centers wlll be 
headed by men and women who served in Vietnam 
and have since risen to solid positions within their 
communities. 

The list of those already sigJilng up to help fellow 
veterans include lawyers, educators, phyliclans and 
writers such as beat-selling author Jim Webb, who 
wrote "Fields of Fire." 

Spokesmen said the primary goal is to attack "un­
employment and underemployment" among veterans, 
but also major stepa would be taken to refurbish the 
image of the Southeaat Asia veterans. 

"The image is a critical factor, " said Paulken, say­
ing much of the program will be geared for · 'the 
young high school-age ground pounder ... who came 
t,ack confused''. and has not shaken his wartime 
problems in the decade that has passed since the end 
of the conflict. 

Pauken said that "more than 80 percent" of thoee 
who served in Vietnam "have made it back success­
fully ... but there are a lot of ,ruys ihat need a hand." 
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TH£ WOUNDED GENERATION: America After 
Vietnam. A Washington Post bovk. Edited by A.D. 
Horne. Prentice-Holl. 226 pp. $12.95; paperback, 

$5.95 

y RICHARD DUDMAN 

F l\'E VIETNAM VETEHANS and two former war 
rt>sisters sat around a table at The Washington Po~t 

one dav last vear. Their mission: to try to \\Cork out a for­
mula i;,r a r·econciliation between the nation's 1.5 mil­
lion or so com hat veterans oft he Vietnam war and many 
other millions who avoided or resisted it. They assumed 
that both groups remain tcrribiy wounded by their re­
spective experiences. 

An edited transcript of their discussion (misnamed a 
symposium; actually it was more of a bull sessio~) forms 
the central portion of this book. Part One is mamly ex­
cerpts from books about what the war was like, includ­
ing selections by three of the discussion participants, 
,James Fallows, Philip Caputo and James Webb. A final 
section consists of short essays reflecting on the mean-
ing of the war. . 

The result is engrossing, and may even succeed m 
pointing the way toward how to lh·e with the memory of 
a rotten decade. · 

Those who missed Caputo's book . A Rumor of War. 
will haw a rhan('e to read his storv ,.f how he and his 
plat.oon went tempor~rily mad in t_he heat of battl~ a_nd 
rampaged through villagei;, burnmg huts an~ kilhng 
anythingthatmoved. · :.: · .. ,. 

A selection from Webb's Field.~ o(Fire tel~s ~ow W_ill 
"Senator" Goodrich watched his comtades die in a mis­
placed American fusillade, lost his o"'1n leg, and later, re­
turning to Harvard where he had_ been a student, 
couldn't resist denouncing oth~r .~ndent~ at ! P~~ce 
rally: "How many of you ar~ g01~:to ~:~ h~~;lQ \1et­
nam? I didn't see any of you m v.,ant, .. . 

And an edited version of James'Fallo~· 1975 maga­
zine article, "What Did You Do i.n the Class War. 
Daddy?" tells of his shock at watching fellow Harv~rd 
draftees at the Boston Navy Yard thrt).wi~.their ~r!~~ 
in the faces of young orderlies, as well as his contrittOD 
over working his weight down t9 l20 pounds so as to he 
ruled unfit for service. 

The hull session demonstrates for one thing thar most 

\ and Those Who 
'· Stayed at Home 

JACKET PHOTOGRAPH fllOM "THE WOUNOEb GeNEIIATION'' 

people can write hrtter than they ran talk. J.ik,, 11111:-1 

such:transcripts, edited lightly if at all, thi!< one n1111aim: 
a lotiof hay, a lot of half-thought-tihrough examplt>s that 
trailoffinto"orwhatever." .:· · 

A recurrent theme, documented persuasi\·ely. is that 
the draft and the later v<Jlunteer army caught moi;t ly the 
pooqutd the non-white and have largt>ly exempted the 
well-o'ff and the white. ·· · · 

At on~ l)Oint in the rambling con~h;ation. 1't'\'t'ral 
~em to be&oan the death of machismo as-11 meritoriorn, 
trait. Webb takes issue with a remark he n-calls hv 
Betty Friedan, that machismo died 1n Vietnam. Not s1;. 
he sa~. "If it died at all in this societ.y. it died amon~ 
the people who had to question who they are as a male 
because, through one way or another, they arnided what 
is th~ quintessentially male function in a sodety. and 
that'~.going into uniform. They're having to deal with 
that/~ · • . . 

John Pi Wheeler III, a former Army captain in Viet­
nam, asks: "What's the 'quintessentially male' thin~ 
again?" '. . · . 

Webb replies: "Defendmg your society. Taking up 
arms and tt~fending your society, in the historv of the 
world and ~ry civilization that exists today:·• · 

In an effort tQ get to the main point, Capufo says that .· 
; for ·-,iitlie sucastic commentB ·he'has made about peace­
ni~. '.fl\v«fuld.like one day to put my arms around this 
Elizabeth McAlister or Philip Berrigan and even Tom 
Hayden, for that matter, and literally say that we-all of 
u.~went through something «>gether ... 

'···· .. That none ofus caused," adds Fallowi-. 
And Lucian Truscott IV, a West Pointn who r{•signed 

his commission rather than go·to Vietnam. add~ further: 

continued on next page 
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Patterson at White House 

-~Police Chief to Lead 
New Veterans Project 

Chief of Police Maxie L. Patterson came 
back from Washington with a new role. 

Called to the nation's capital by his 
friend, Thomas Pauken, director of AC­
TION, the national volunteer agency, Pat­
terson met with federal officials who are 
inaugurating a new program that will use 
successfully returned Vietnam veterans to 
help solve the problems still faced by their 
fellow veterans. 

"I need three Vietnam vets" like 
himself, Patterson said Monday, "who 
have reached responsible positions in their 
careers to form a board of directors" for a 
newly approved Vietnam Veterans Leader­
ship Program. 

He said that $50,000 is available to start 
up the program and to hire a project direc­
tor "who would then attempt a needs study 
in the Greater Hartford area .. lo see if 
there is a significant number of Vietnam 
vets sharing a common problem." 

The program "cannot duplicate what 
any other program does. It's not designed 
to do any one-to-one counseling or job 
placement," Patterson said. 

However, the project director would be 
contacting area industries to encourage 
them "to give greater attention to Vietnam 
vets." • 

" 

The new program is a short-tenn, 
volunteer effort ; funding will be phased out 
by Sept. 30, 1984. 

Patterson has received some positive in­
put from other Vietnam veterans who are 
willing to volunteer their efforts. If others 
are interested, they should call or write 
him at the police department. 

Patterson met with President Ronald 
Reagan during his meeting with Pauken 
over the new program. Reagan noted that 
Vietnam veterans "have never received 
the thanks they deserved." 

Pauken noted that "80 per cent <of the 
Vietnam veterans l made it back suc­
cessfully" with "10 per cent or a little 
higher" having emotional and employment 
problems. 

The VVLP will be established in 50 com­
munities across the nation with programs 
a lready underway in Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, San Antonio, Wilmington, 
Phoenix, and Nashville. 

The program is designed to demonstrate 
the leadership of Vietnam veterans and to 
stimulate help for the thousands of men 
and women who still have significant pro­
blems as&0eiated with their Vietnam 
experience. 

CT i) h095 _.....,_,,, 

President Ronald Reagan greets Police· Chief Maxie Patte..son at the White Hou 
during a ceremony to Inaugurate a new Vietnam veterans program. The town•s police 
chief serves In the national Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program, admlnisteecl bv 
ACTION, the national volunteer agency. .w...._...._,_..... 
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people 
Tuesday, November 24, 1981 

"The Vietnam veteran ll){JS 

portrayed in the late '60s 
and early '70s as 'little 
more than ci drug-crazed 
killer. Now, we're 

portrayed as gullt·ridden 
victimJJ - and I've had 
enough of that.·" 

- Thomas Pauken 

Interview 

He urges · vets to enlist in 

ACTION 

continued on next page 



By Gary Ronberg .,.... ... ,..,,~ 
w ASHlNGTON - Tom Pauken is a 

Vietnam veteran. He spent . a year 
there, as an intell" ce officer for 
the Army. Now that be iS tbe DC1J 
director of ACTIQN - and tbe high­
est-nnking Vietnam veteran in tbe 
Reagan administration - one of bis 
first moves has been to encourage 
veterans to volunteer their services 
in helping the 500,000 men_ who h~ve 
lingering problems associated ~1th 
their Vietnam experience. 

But the key word here ts "volun­
teer," for Pauken is turning ACTION 
- the federal volunteer agency -
180 degrees away from what it was 
under former director Sam Brown, 
who sought mass social change by 
funneling federal funds through 
activist groups throughout the coun­
try. "They certainly have a right to 
be political, but not with taxpayer 
dollars," Pauken says_ of such groups. 
"They ·weren't helping the needy. 
They were pur_suing a political agen­
da." 

Now consistent with President 
Reagan's emphasis on I~ g~v~rn­
ment and more individual mit1ahve, 
and in spite of a budget that has been 
cut from $165 million to 5145 million, 
Pauken Is convinced that ACTION 
will be able "to do more with less." 
The bulk of the cuts will be in admin­
istration and staff. 

There will, however, be some 
changes. . 

In addition to its new Vietnam 
Veterans Leadership Program, the 
agenr.y is starting a program tent_a­
t1vely called Young Volunteers m 
ACTION that will call upon people 14 
through 22 to tackle the problems of 
runaways. drug abuse and illiteracy 
on the local level. 

Also, for the first time, existing 
social service-type agencies that 
huve targeted problem areas will 
receive grants from ACTION of no 
more than $50,000 to hire a coordina­
tor of volunteers and cover related 
expenses. The Peace Corps - per­
haps ACTION'S best-known arm -
appears headed for a split from AC· 
TION. and VISTA no longer will be 
fund(.>d. But such programs as Foster 
Grandparents, Retired Senior Volun-
11:ers and Senior Companions will 
n .c.:1 ve more emphasis. 

Considering the respective back­
grounds of its former. and curr~nt 
director, it comes as httle surprlSC 
that ACTION has taken an abrupt 
swerve from left to right. For in the 
iate '605. wheil Brown was becoming 
a national figure by organizing pro­
tests against the w~r in V~etnam, 
Pauken was in the middle of It as an 
Army lieutenant. 

Raised in Dallas, Pauken bad 1one 
to Georgetown University, studied 
political science. worked for Sen. 
Jobn Tower <R.. Texasl an4 fortnef 
It . Bill Stinson <It, Wasb.), and 
aecome president or the university's 
Young Republicans. In 1~. he was 
elected national chairman of the 
College Republicans and served for 
two years as a chief spokesman for 
the Republican Party on campuses. 

He enlisted in the Army in 1967, 
was commissioned a lieutenant, and 
spent a year as an intelligence officer 
in Vietnam. Then be returned to 
Washington, where he served as 
White House staff assistant and asso­
ciate director of the White House 
Fellowship Program in 1970 and 1971. 
From there, it was back to Texas, 
where be earned his law degree at 
Southern Methodist University, prac­
ticed law and twice ran unsuccessful­
ly for Congress before returning to 
Washington as a member of Reagan's 
transition team. He was nominated to 
bead ACTION in February. 

Pauken's confirmation was not 
without controversy. Some Senate 
Democrats, paMicularly Alan Crans­
ton (D., Calif.) and his staff, were 
concerned that Pauken's background 
in military intelligence might tar­
nish the Peace Corps'. reputation 
overseas. He finally was confirm~ 
in May, but only after Dem_ocrohc 
criticism was muted by . assurances 
from RepublicallS,_ who control the 
Senate that legislation would be 
adopted to separate the Peace Corps 
from ACTION. . 

"Before, some groups were n:i~re 
interested in confrontational pohttcs 
rather than getting , the job done," 
says Pauken who once was narrator 
of a conser~attve film attacking the 
"leftist" politics of Jane Fon~a and 
Tom Hayden. "Now we're lookmg for 
groups that don't ~ave a political 
agenda. 

"We want to identify model groups 
in neighborhoods of cities like Phila­
delphia, support them _an~ w~rk 
through them. In principle, we re 
looking to develop a small comple­
ment of paid vo,unteei'S at the t~p 
recruiting large corps of unpa1~ 
volunteers - social entrepreneurs lS 
what we call them, people who c;an 
lead and motivate others. And I'm 
convinced you can get volunteers if 
the project is worthwhile. Then, as a 
broader role for those . volunteers 
develops the government will be 
able to ~ithdraw to a less official 
stance." . · 

According to Pauk.en, the V1etna~ 
veterans' program will .operate m 
much the same fashion, with ACTION 
funding a local project director who 
will be the "eyes and ears" .of his 
volunteers. 

"Tbe Vietnam veteran was por­
trayed in the \ate '60s and early '70s 
¥ little more than a drug-aaz~'rl lnil­
er," ,.__ •ys. "Now. we·re por­
tn,1111 • pilt-ridclen victtms - and 
J\·e bid enough of that. 

"More than 80 percent of the \'iet• 
naa veterans who Clllle home have 
made the successful transition back 
to ciVtllan life and are doing fine. 
There arc those who still do need 
help, but it does them no service to 
encourage them to wallow in self- --= 
pity to reinforce their doubts about 
their own self-worth." 

Philadelphia's Chuck O'Brien. an 
attorney with the firm of Pepper, ,: 
Hamilton &: Sheetz, agrees. As the 
local chairman for the veterans pro­
gram here, he says: "These men have 
labored under tremendous disadvan­
tages; they've had two to four years 
taken from them. Persons my age 
who were not in. the service are now 
partners in their firms. This is a 
fundamental inequity and yet one 
that can be worked out. " 

To provide the action Pauken envi­
sions ·for ACTION, it is going to re­
quire legions of those unpaid volu~­
teers. And even in these uncertain 
economic times. Pauken says he be­
lieves that potential •.ohmteers are 
still out there. "Americans had a bis­
tory of taking care of their fellow 
citizens until centralized govtt'1l• 
ment pushed them away from it and 
convinced them that needs wen 
being met," be says. '.'You_ can get 
volunteers if the proJeCt 1s worth­
while. 

"And ours most certainly are.'' 

continued~ next page 
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Thomas Pauken (right above) does some recruiting among· fellow Vietnam veterans at a meeting in Washington 
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,(' Successful Viet Vets '\ 
Tapped to Help Others 
·.).. . . 

WASHINGTON (UPI) - Baines, a prosperous real 
Back when It was a dirty estate broker based In :;an 
word to be a Vietnam Antonio, Texas., "It's now 
veteran, a lot of ex-warriors · time to set the recorcl 
quietly set out to make their 
mark In the civilian world. 

Now the government Is 
tapplilg some or (.he more 
successful veterans to set up 
programs to help their less 
fortunate comrades. 

"We were patriots, not 
·~humps,", said John D, 

straight." 
Baines, a Navy Seabee ln 

Vietnam, Is the volunteer 
chairman of the VI~ 
Vetera~adershJl?.._ l ro· 
gram ~Antonio, one or 
five communities where 
similar efrorts are gather· 
Ing steam. 

"I realize that while I 
worked hard these past 10 
years for everythlnc l'..-c 
got, there arc guys out there 
who haven't been quite so 
fortunate;'' said Baines. "l 
want to help give them a 
chance to make something 
out of their llves." 

The leadership program Is 
designed to encourage sue· 
cessful former Vietnam 
veterans to volunteer their 
time, effort and creative 
leadership to help solve the 
problems stlll faced by other 
veterans. 

Sponsored by AC!!.ON. 
the government's volunteer 
agency, the program will be 
established In 50 com· 
munltles, each with a 
volunteer chairman and a 
salaried .Project director 
who .are both Vietnam 
veterans. 

Besides San Antonio, In· 
ltlal programs · ha vc been 

started In Baltlmorte, 
Nashvlll~. Tenn., 
Wilmington, D~I., and 
l'hiladelphia, 

WIiiiam Jayne, deputy 
director of the national pro­
gram. said ttie next line of 
communities under con· 
sldNalion are Phoenii. 
Ariz.; Hartford, Conn.; 
Chlrago: New York City; 
Hoston; San Francisco; Los 
Angeles; Columbus, Ohio; 
St. l.ouls anrl Houston. 

"lligh quality Vietnam 
veterans. preferably "°Ith 
comh;1t experience, and who 
h;wc cxccllt:d 'In. their jobs" 
such as suc~essful 
busini:ssmcn. la1A·yen and 
artists, are being sought as 
leaders to work onthe 
pro~ram, J.:iync ~aid. 

Programs will be tailored 
anli dl·veloped for tbe In· 
dl\'idual cities, with em· 
phasls on solving the most 
severe local problems faced 
by Vietnam veterans. 

As an example. Jayne 
sa Id, program leaders 
"might speak to a group of) . 
small businessmen or go · 
one-on-one with larger 
cmployers" to lmpro\·e 
employment opportun1Ues 
by di.!»pclllng the stereotype 
or Vietnam veterans · as 
"drug crazed time oomt,1 or 
hapless victims, wallo·•ln~ 
insclr·plty." , 



Y AF convention 
lauds veterans 
of Vietnam 

By Kathryn Tolbert 
Globe Staff 

Vietnam veterans, who have 
been stereotyped as killers, dope 
addicts and guilt-ridden victims, 
are the focus .of renewed attention 
and appreciation that Is long over­
due. s:=ud ACTION director Thomas 
W. Pauke,kt§t mglit at the nation­
a' c-onvention of Young Ainericans 
!·-.,r Freedom. 

The Y AF honored Vietnam vet­
Prans at a banquet at the Park Pla­
za Hotel and heard from Pauken 
and Capt. John McCain, who was a 
prisoner of war in Vietnam. on the 
theme "A Salute to America's For­
g;ouen Heroes." 

About 360 delegates of the con­
servative youth group are attend­
ing the 11th national convention 
here in Boston that ends today 
with an address at Faneuil Hall by 
Robert Bork. a professor at Har­
vard Law School. 

Pauken said that In the late 
l 960s and early 1970s, Vietr..am 
veterans were characterized as 
·'killers, dope addicts. losers and/or 
fools for winding up In Vietnam." 

Starting in the late 1970s, with 
movies such as "Coming Home," a 
new stereotype was born that saw 
the veteran- as guilt-ridden and 
a!'.hamcd of his service. he said. 

··1 ve had enough of what I call 
the Vietnam veterans as victims 
g.rng.' .. said Pauken. himself a 
Vietnam veteran. "The time has 
come to call into question the 
phony posturlzing of aging anti­
war activists of the Vietnam era 
who during that war had nothing 
b-Jt contempt for American soldiers 
in Vietnam." · 

He said that 80 percent of the re­
urned Vietn am veterans have 

::nade a successful transition to ci­
vilian life and that most do not re­

rel their service in Vietnam. 

The number one problem for 
veterans, he said, is jobs _ under­
~mployment or unemployment. It 
ts a problem that Is due partly to 
the years missed while serving in 
Southeast Asia. but also grows out 
of a "false characterization" of vet­
erans. 

In an effort to change the stereo­
type, ACTION is starting the Viet­
nam Veterans Leadership Project 
in which veterans wHI work as vol~ 
unteens ~ helping other veterans 

to fli:i<f Jobs and overcome whatever 
physical or emotional handicaps 
they suffer as a result of fighting In 
the war. 

ACTION. the federal agency for 
volunteer programs, has $2.5 mil­
lion targeted annually for the next 
three years to set up organizations 
In 50 cities, starting this year In 
Baltimore, San Antonio, Wilming­
ton and Phlladelphla. 

''I've been tremendously Im­
pressed 1>y the caliber of returning 
veterans who want to participate 
1n· this effort," satd Pauken. "It 
suggests to me that there are le­
gions of Vietnam veterans through­
out the country who have had 
about all they can stand of this 
false characterization of their ser­
vice In Vietnam and the impact It 
had on us all." · 

He said that Boston would be 
among the cities joining the pro­
~m next year. 

The• Y AF chose Vietnam veter­
ans as the theme of the banquet be­
cause "they have been ignored for 
so long and in some cases actually 
reviled," said Y AF spokes·man 
Richard LaMountaln. "We think 
the war was just. They've gotten 
short shrift of gratitude that they 
did earn." 

Capt. John McCain of Phoenix. 
Ariz:. imprisoned In Hanoi for sev­
en years, spoke of a change In the 
attitude of Americans since the 
hostage crisis in Iran. 

·'There were many benefits of 
the return of the h,:,stages:· said 
McCain. liaison officer to the US · 
Sen~te from 1976 until he retired 
this year. "There's been renewed 
attention to the Vietnam veterans. 
It rid us of the Vietnam syndrome. 
We were embarrassed that Ameri­
cans could be taken prisoner and 
we felt helpless. But it gavt: Ameri­
cans a renewed sense of pride." 

McCain. a prlsone, of war from 
1967 until 1973. S2i.:l tr,,d whik 
most people he knew h:>ue "'cii•Jsi:ed 
well and that overall he i.-; satisfied 
with the treatment veterans a.re .re­
ceiving, "the vast majority wc11!,:' 
still like to have a par. on the b .. \ck 
and a word of thanks ... 

Yesterday the conve:· t1on re 
efc~ted James V. 1~1cev of Lo., Anh::: · 
ks to a two-year term as na.Uc.Hal 
chairman. 

GLOBt. 
BOS"l•..JfJ, \; Af:.:'., 

~•300,000 s -~s~.J~o 
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· F·ve Cities~ wiU · get pilOt projects 
. .. 

help Vietnam·vet$ ... 

. I 
By Sheila Caudle .! 
Gannett New~ Service• 

w fsHINGioN . Pilot 
projects designed to help veter­
ans fight the· "Vietn,J.rn syn­
drome.. will be established iil 
coming .months across . the na- , 
lion, ACTION Director Thomas 
Pauken said Wednesday. . \ 

Pauken. a Vietnam vetePan 
himself, said he plans to put 
Vietnam Veteran. Leadership 
, ·etworks in five cities, calling. 
on veterans -who ·have made a 
. uccessful transition to dvilian 
life to lielp others who aren;t 
doing so well. 

He wasn't ready to say just yet 

7 

what five citi~ will be involvoo, nam ·veterans are successes in 
· but said three probably will be H(e outside the military, but 
, on the East Coast. All must have many · still suffer the syndrome 

high concentrations of Vietnam_ of rage, confusion, despair and 
era veterans · without jobs. -He guilt. · 
.said . ·he hopes · one city ~ill re- ." In Che late 196Qs to early 
. fleet a nigh Hispanic popolation, 1970s. Vietnam Yeterans were 
and- ·another -Will have · heavy characterized as killers, dope ad­
black numbers. diets. losers and-or fools." said 

ACTION. the federal agency · Pauken, meeting with reporters 
for volunteer se~ice organiza- ·at the National Press Club. "Now 
tions, w1U provide a national co- · they're characterized as victims, 
ordinator. Pauken said, but the · guilt-ridden, as -persons to be pi­
work burden will fall on suceess- tied." 
ful veterans who will,'give freely . The nation is overlooking · tbe 
of- their time. working one-on-one thousanqs . of veterans who came 
with the troubled. home. to build lives and careers, 

Pa_uken said tour 'of five Viet- . Pauken sa_i d,. adding that they 

ay be overlooking their less and local governments to enlist a gal aid program works, then it 
could be expanded to perhaps 50 
Ci.tics. 

io ... ~unat,;> buddies. cadre of volunteers to reach oth­

: h! · he ve~!?rans leader· 
.ip o :}£.'C'_ wiH work with vet­
-~~:- -eanizatior:s. businesses 

·~'>or :mio-: ·. ba- associa tion~ 

er_ veterans with problems. 

Pauken said he plans to start 
with the five cities, and if the 
counse·ling. job promotion and le-

. But he said be hopes the feder­
al government can step out ~n 
two years, turning the project 
over to p ivate enterprise. 
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Political activity 
could spell end· 
for federal funds 

By Josette Sheeran 
NEWS WORLD WASHINGTON BUREAU 

WASHINGTON-The Reagan 
administration is deciding whether 
to suspend "questionable" federally 
funded volunteer programs started 
by the Carter administration 
lilecause of their involvement in 
political activity, .Action Director 
Thomas Pauken said yesterday. 

Pauken took aim.at 32 local vol­
unteer programs, inFluding five in 
New York, which he ~d may have a 
"heavy political invol\lllment:' 

"I don't think fedli-al• dollars 
should be used to promote· partic­
ular legislation ... or to take a par­
tisan political posture," the 37-year­
old director of the federal agency 
responsible for all federal volunteer 
programs told reporters at the 
National Press Club. 

Nader programs threatened 
The programs threatened in New 

York include several connected to 
Ralph Nader's Public Interest · 
Research Group (PIRG) and several 
tenants'-rights activist groups. 

Several of the other programs in 
question, in 11 other states, have 
stated goals of "equipping poor 
people with knowledge ... to bring 
about social change," "to organize 
teriants groups to combat slum land-

lords," and to "educate low income 
people about the inadequacy of the 
Justice Department!' 

Pauken said that based on· the con­
troversial nature of some of the vol­
unteer programs which fall under 
VISTA [Volunteers In Service to 
ftmer1ca], a part"of Action, he sup­
ports President Reagan's plan to 

. phase out funding for VISTA by 
1983. The Peace Corps and several 
elderly assistanc~ programs 
including Foster Grandparents 
would then be the remaining major 
programs of Action. 

Pauken said that he would also 
initiate a series of programs •'fo:­
and by young people," to aid runa­
ways and to fight drug abuse. 

Pauken said that the Foster 
Grandparent Program, in which 
low-income elderly people provide 
companionship and guidance to 
needy children, is one of the most 
successful of tlie agency, and has 
received a big boost from first lady 
Nancy Reagan, who has identified 
it as her favorite program. 

The agency is also initiating a 
Vietnam Veteran's Leadership Pro­
gram, run by volunteer Vietnam 
veterans, to 8id vets suffering from 
"Vietnam syndrome,'' or a "sense 
of rage, confw,ion, despair and 
guilt" over their involvement in tht; -
war. _,,.,,.,, _ .. .,,,. 

,. 
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Group Organizes to Help Veterans 
Bv TOM HO~EYCrTT 

Of ·The Commercial Staff 
The image of the combat veteran 

of the Vietnam War in motion pictures 
ofte-n is portrayed as a demented man 
who dies violently or. less negatively. 
e-nds up in a mental institution: how­
ever. there are many combat veterans 
who have come home from the war 
and assimilated into society 

To improve that cinematographic 
ima1e and lO help some veterans who 
have experienced problems merging 
back Into society. a group of veterans 
have organized the Vietnam Veterans 
Leadership Program. a volunteer or­
ganiutlon wW1 funding from the fed­
eral Action program. 

Leon Clements. a vice-president at 
Simmons First National Bank and a 
combat veteran of 12 month~ dutv in 
Vietnam. has been appointed cha

0

ir• 
man of the program's Arkansas 
cbapter. 

In a recent interview, ht: said there 
were some combat veterans who were 
struggling - eitheroutofworkor 
working in jobs well benea1h their 
own capabilities - and needed help 
and the organization was begun to get 
combat veterans who have been suc­
cessful to aid them. 

HE STRESSED THE organization 
would focus on the combat veteran as 
opposed to a veteran who was not on 
the front lines because, he said. the 
man at the front fighting had a very 
unique experience that affected him. 

"We want to identify and find out 
who the Vietnam veterans are that 
are having difficulties. " Clements, 39. 
said. 

The director named lO head the 
organization is also a Pine Bluff resi­
dent, Don Griggs. who served two 
tours in Vietnam with the First Ai r 
Battalion 12th Calvary and was 01s­
charged as a c-aptain. 

"What we're trying to do is sepa­
rate the warriors from the war." 
Griggs said . because of the 11tigma 
associated with veterans who re­
turned after the war. 

He added that Vietnam veterans 
were not joining the traditional veter­
ans organizations, such as the Veter­
ans of Foreign Wars and the Veterans 
Administration. 

He said public sentiment seemed 
to be turning from the era when 
veterans were chastised for their ser­
vi<'e . "We 're trying lo upgrade the 
image and if you think back, there's 
not too muc-h of the positive" image in 
television. movies and the media. 

CLEME~TS SAID, ''IF we can be . 
successful in improving the image of 
the Vietnam Veteran. we ha\'e gone a 
long way toward what we want to do.·· 

"It's not a political statement, but 
it ·s a stat1?ment. We don't care what 
you think about the Vietnam c-onflic-t . 

What we try to say is don't blame the 
folk who had to go over there.·· be 
said. 

The program also aiinl to help 
veterans to get jobs, and Clements 
said he'd rec-ently been talking with 
some businesses that employ lar1e 
numbers of employees. AHboufh be 
said the businessmen have not made 
any concrete proposals. "they have 
been receptive to what we're lryin1 to 
do.'' 

Although it is a state-~e or­
ganization. many of the ones to join 
the board of the group are Pint Bluff 
residents. Members of thtbotrd in 
addition lO Clements and Grins are 
Dr. Rick Bell of Pine Bluff. Stuart 
Hankins. a la~,·er in North Lit:le 
Rock, Jerry Martin of Pine Bluff and 
Odell Perrv. also of Pine Bluff. 

Griggs: the dire<.'tor of the or­
ganization. maintains an office 1n the 
Federal Building. 
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Often it seems there.'s a niddeii.- pui,;hseJ:Qluck._In- . Farge and . difficult. adjustmerits to ma\te, · Not the 
~Vietnam, Bob Rummel was with 'the 101st Airborne . : , . l~ast of, which :is :earning a living ., in · a nttal 
Division. A member of a mac~ine gun crew~ he and . ,• CO~ll1Unity. Today .. the Rumm.el ' Gonstru¢t~n 
his fellow-gupner, for no -particula~:reas<>nf.:-decided , . oont:pany ei:riploys _fiv:e neighbors d\tri,ng,' the h~rd 
to change posit~ot)s. No·sboner had.they done so than .. . 'fi:nter months aJ;Id 10,to 15 in the~umfuer .-In the last 
a• misfired U .S; lirtillery round hit and. instantly : . . thr~ years, Bob has tripled the . ompal).y' s size anl. 
killed Rummel's buddy. Dazed~ kpQ$ilg,: he was. · ~a.rriing power. . ; - , . } ,·, 
·wounded, Rummel began looking for '-a medical aid ,." .' f A , member of the volunteer ire department;" a'.. 
·station. Hishandfeltfoi;·'thewouitdiµhisthroat,and · : 'ciitiz~n whose company perform volunteer servicel:\l 
it was then 'he realized his jugular vein li-ad been .' tor tpe town, B-ob Rummel is a lunteer in another 
severed. He attempted to· cut off th~ bleeding with his · d~p:aciW that tretf i:n directly to at day in Vietn•m. 
fingers. Again luck placed. an aid iJtatiori directly.in 1;3 ,Y,ears ago. Ile is the Ch · an of the Vermo,nt 

'his path. Th~ medics did.the rest. :Had the station not Vietbam ·. Veteran.s Leadership rogratn. AB sucp, 
been where it was, Rummel would not have survived.. _with the aid of Project Director ill Fagginger-Auer, 

After Bob returned · home and . attended the . s.ev:en VVLP directors and nin C'rION volun~ers, 
Georgetown School of International Relati.ons, it . t , ·J\e .(is building · a . $tructure b · .on mutual ·,aid., 
appeared a political :career was in the_ offin~. ·. tji~king Vietnam vets an ide tifiable group with 
H~ ever, after his wife; .M~on, had their first'child, :·' . ~ass roots sugpott. l_f a V~etna vet has a; 'busi~~,. 
Enn, they began to thmk m terms of the kind of -he takes a chance on a vet who as hap a tough~~: · 
future they wanted. The result was a look-see ·visit to 1 

· ff av vet doesn't ~n~w the rope or he's 'hnnging ·on, 
Vermont in 1974. What they saw they liked .. and a: -· > them, the VVµ> is. there to co . eel and-to offer-the 
year later they took -t,he plunge. Since ~yhood, . kind . of understanding t~at's eanibgful. As Bob 
Rummel had·. been in ·a;nd out of the' construction . •SflY¥~ "I waited a long while for program, like thhUo 
business; so, in the to~ 9f Rochester, Vermont, the . '. :.: cpme,· along. Now w¢'re help g lost vet.erans to , 
Robert E. Rummel Construction Company w:as.\~, 11:nally Jind theIJ}.selves." · 
founded. In the beginnina ther~sW.~~~tle mQre than.:: ..... ..i It'.s not .. ·un. li~e .4 wo'unded G . s~bling throuah. 
the name. : • t . . : : · , · . . : . . · . .• . ,~e 19ngle, .bleedtn~ to deat,h, 1 okmg for help. Only 

~yone who has given.up city_ lire know there-are .•• 1,day the medic .in the aid(s ·on is Bob Rummel. 
·. . ' · · '. : ·,:i : . . . .· L, . .., , 

' ' --



' ltj Tllomila -~ .-.ken, D~r.of ~TIOJI 
Often it eeem1r,there'a a Rochester, · Vermont, the · 

bidden purpoee to luck. In · Robert E. Rummel Con­
Vietnam, Bob ·Rummel · struction . Company wu 
wu with' the 101st Air~ founded. In the beginnina · 
,bome Division .. A member there ·was little more than 
of a machine~ crew, he. the name. 
and bis fellow-gunner;for Anyone who has ,ive.n 
no particular· .reason, upcitylifeknowathereare 
decided to /, change large and difficult ad­
poaitions. No sooner had juatmenta t.o make. Not the 
they done so than a mis- . le~ of which is earninl a 
fired U.S. artillery round · livinginaruralcommuni­
bit and instantly killed ty. Today · the Rummel 
Rummel's buddy. Dazed, Construction. Company 
knowing he was wounded, employs five neighbor, 
Rummel began looking for during the ha?d winter 
a medical aid station. His months and 10 t.o 16 in the 
hand felt for the wpund'in sUllllnel'. In the last three 
Jrls throat, and it was then years, Bob.has tripled the 
he realized bis jugular company's size and ear­
vein had been severed .. He Ding power. 
attempted t.o cut off the A member of the 
bleeding with bis fingers. • volunteer fire department, . 
Again luc~ placed an .aid a citizen whose company 
station directly in bis · performs voliu.lteer aer­
path. The medica ,did the vices for the t.own, Bob 
rest. Had the station not Rummel is a: volunteer in 
been where .. it was, another capacity that ties 
Rummel, would .not ~ve . in .~y t.o. ~ day in 
survived. · · · Vietnam l's years' ago. He 

Aftet.\·:.Bobi0Htutned, · ·i«'tluH:h~allofthe Vw- ~ 
home_. and.. attendtd 1 the mont V1etnaxn· Veteram ~ . 
Georgetown School of In- Leadership Program. .A. cduael and t.o offer tht&' 
ternational Relations, it such, with the aid of Pro- kind of undentandine: 
appeared a political career j ect Director Bill that's meaningful. As-Bob, 
was in the offing. Fagg~ger-Aun, seven aa:,a, "I waited a lon, 
However, .' after bis wife, VVLP direct.ors and nine while for a proaram ~ 
Marion, had their first ACTION volunteera, he ia thia .t.o come alon,. Now 
child, Erin, they began t.o building a atructuN baaed we•~ helping lo8t veterans 
think in terms of..thekind on mutual ai~ making to finally find 
offuturetheywanted. The Vietnam vets an iden- themselves." 
result was a.look-see visit tifiable group with grau It's not unlike a wound­
t.o• Vermont in 1974. What roots support. 1-f a Viet- ed G.L atwnbling throuih 
they saw they liked, and a nam vet has a buaineaa, he the jungle, bleeding t.o 
year later they took the takes a chance on a vet death, looking for help. 
plunge. Smee boyhood, who has had a t.ough time. Only today the medic in 
Rummel had been in and If a vet d04!8n't know the the aid station is Bob 

I ;out of the conatruction ropes or he's hanging on Rummel. 
lbain .. ; .,, in the town in them, the VVLPis theret.o _... ______ _ 

JlE s<:: 
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Page~ 
another capacity , .t!Jat ties U,f! 
directly tp that day in Vietnam : 
13 yean ago. He Ii the Chair- , 
man of the _:Vennont Vie~~1 
V~•~ J>rogta". -~ 
As such, with 'the aid of Project :· 
Direc,tol- · Bill Fasgmger-Auer,. 

,nn n .u~- and •· · "· · seven; ... -._.-.. uu-.t.Vfll ~ : 

ACTION-· -volunteers · btt ·ta ·­
buikllli[.a :.u-ucture based: otF 
n111tu.i .. at~}~uiaking v~.: 

Often it seems there's a bid- · Again luck pJa~:il~ aid statioii vets-an idettiftable-,reup Wff.i•: 
den purpose to luck. In Viet~ ditectlY, in hui Jfa"1;;'fhe.m~cs grass roobJ-~ If a Vi,:l\ 
nam, Bob Rummel was with the . did the rest. lla_d die stiltion'not · nam vet .. · ha$ a: _business, ~ , 
101st Airborne Division. a been where it W'as, . R~el . takes a~ OD a vet who bas· 
member of a machine _ gun would'not 'have'sutvi\teCL ''' ·,. ·· i.tt ·a , ~ .time. 11 A•-· 
crew, he and his fellow-gunner, . After Bob returp~ hmne :~nd · doesn'.t •~ ,_tJ\e rope(or be'I,_ 
for no particular reason, decid- atterid~d_ th~ "deorgeto_~D haogtn,g·onthem, the VVI.P ~~­
ed to change positions; · No School of International · Kela- there to ~ and to offer the 
sooner had they done so than a tions, it ap~rect· a political kind ·o1 understanding that's 
misfired U.S. artillery round hit career was in ·· the offing·. meanhJlful. Aa . Bob says, "I 
and instantly killed Rummel's · However, · after·· liis ···wtfe, waited a long while for a~ 
bu<idy. Dazed, knowing he was . Marion, had their first child, gram Uke this to.come.along. 
wounded, Rummel began look~ Erin; ' they began to tbink' in Now we•~ helpinc lost veterans . 
ing for a medical aid station. _ terms of the kind offuture tbeY to rmaµy f~tbemselvlls." · · 
His hand felt for the would in his wanted. The result was a' look- It's not unlike a wounded G.I. 
throat, and it w~s then he realii- see visit to Vermont -ilt'1974. stumbling. through. the jungle,' 
ed bis jugular vein had been What they saw ihej'lik~,'and a · blee,ung'· to. e.atb, looking t«' 

1 severed. He attempted to cut olf · year later·they took, the,P,Iunge. help . . Oldy · todiy the medic ~ 
I the bleeding with . his fingers~ Since boyhood~ R~lf bad ~ aid*• la Bob Rummet­

'been 'in and out of~ cot1$tnic-
tion, business,..SQ,'_b),~ ~ df_ 
-Roc_h:es;t_e f , , yerm~11l71~~: 
Ri>bert E . --'Rummel · Conitruc­
tion· :Company was fQUnded:· bi 
the beginning there \vas_ little 
more than the name. . . -' . .· 

Anyone who has: given·up eity 
life knows -there are lai-te and 
difficult adjustments to make. 
Not the least of which is earning 
a living in a rural conununi.ty. 
Today -the Rummel Construc­
tion Company employs five 
neighbors during the bard 
winter months and 10 to 15 in the 
summer. In the last three 
years, Bob has tripled tbe com­
pany's size and earning power. 

A member of the vQ).unteer 
fire department, a citizen 
whose company performs 

'

volunteer services for the town, 
Bob Rummel is a volunteer in · 
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Governor Lamar Alexander receives a previe,w_ / 
look at two posters which will be on disp&.y·at· the 
World's Fair to call attention to the Vietnam 
Veterans Leadership program ir, Tenna1Ne. The 
exhibit will be fentured in the Tec;hnolom, and 
Lifestyles Building during U.S. Natlonal Week at 
the World's Fair beginning June 28th. The 
Vietnam Veterans · Leadership Program is a 

r_. 
' ...... . ~ 

. ~ ..-:-:- . 
', . :, ,.,,. •~·' 

X - _, .,.. , 

. t<~ :. :~,·. 

/ •, 

. . ...., 

st~tewide volunteer group orga.edto help solve 
lingeriqg problems of some of tilt 1tat••• veterans 
of the V~t~ contUct. Prom a.ft ar,: Governor 
Alex,iit,idt!r ~i,d Viet.,..,. Vet~,~ .. , Leadership 
Pro9,1m offiurs Fred T1,,1tkar, executive 
director, John _furgC!si, ndmh'll5trative dlf@ctor 
and Sam Bartholomew, chairma~ ' . 
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Veterans have 
~isplay at 
.World's Fair · 

Governor Lamar Alexander ad: 
mires posters of the Vietnam 
Veterans Leadership Program 
that are being displayed at The 
1982 World's Fair In the Tech­
nology and Lifestyle Building 
during U.S. National Week, June 
28 tfvough July 4 . 

Assisting him from left are Fred 
Tucker, Executive Director; John 
Furgew, Administrative Director; 
and Sam Bartholomew, Volun­
teer Chairman of the Tennessee 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership 
Program. The posters were de­
signed by George Skypeck for 
WLP, a program of the National 
volunteer agency, ACTION . TV­
VLP · volunteer Hat ·oortch, 
Deputy U.S. Commissioner of the 
World's Fair, made the arrange­

. ments for the display. 

P~GE: _g__DATE: 6030-82 
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Sdfue,tiIIleS'Qt.kK: Hftlf }· ··•.· 
A Hidden J:>tlitpOse . \ :f 

' , ' ; ··.~,~-. ' .• . . ·.• ')'-~-..,. ,, -,~..,. .. '',. ·. 
By,THOMASW.PAUICEN'\,,-; ;, ,i .h __ ., ;, . . \,': ., ' 

ACTION Dlreetor · . ~ •,. · ~ · , · , , . 

~Ofte11 u seems there'• • ,hidden : , -~ :~ ~ -~---•J' Good·.: :~;; 
purpose to luck. ,., .. J•, , , ' !. . •.,,: f:. 

In V1etnam, Bob Rumniel WU }Vith . 1 
. ~ ·"''· 't ;, - • ·; News· ,; ,__ .. 

the 101st Nrbome Division. A member •-· ',, ~•-.. ·; i .- . , - ; .~-. ,.,~- , ·. · -
of a machine gun crew; he ~- his . , . , , . .:,· 
fellow-gunner, for · no -., pu1icul$' · _;f1.·' . - ;·, ." . .- ,'i'.!: . 
reason, decided to change positians. which is earning a living in ~ rural 
· No sooner had they domt so than a _ . ~mm~ity. i , 

misfired U.S. artillery round hit .and f~ ~odai ~e Run;unel .~ristruction 
iilstanUy killed Rummel's buddy:· :·. _·, · ·, Cfi,, employs five ·neigbbo'l:$ duripg the 

Dazed, knowing he was wounded, . '. hard winter months and 10 to 15 in the 
Rwnmel began lookiJlg for a medical -swnmer. lrt'the last three years, Bob 
aid station. His hand feltfor the wourtd 1 , ::has · trlpl~Mi' ·tl)e company's . s~ and 
in his throat, and it was then he- . earning power. . ;__ · 
realized•, his jugular vein had · been :~ _ member of the · volUilteer fire 
severed;:ffe attempted to· cut off, the · . departt:n~nt, a citiien•l!hose·'.CODlplllly 
bleeding with his fingers. • performs' volunteer services for_ . the 

Again· Juck 'placed an. aid static:m ·. t()Wn~ •Bob is.- a volunteer iJi ·'another -
directly in his path. The medics did the· .y i .capacity that ties directly to $at day 
rest. Had the station not been where it in Vietnam 13 years ago. He- is the 

'· was,_ R~el would . 'not '," havec' "'-cfi4½m1~'l ~PfJti~ Ve,i:monf Vietnam 
. surv1v~, --- -·~-.. ..,,___ . ......_..,..,.....,_~,~ -"". -,-..->:;,< ~,: .... :;.,_:.;_.,\'et~l:.e!We~p-~~- - - . 

After' Bob returnea•n11c,~•l'incf.ll : t;H_Alif.r'lfdf/ ~ lf.he'!iflif tfli?roject ' 
attended the Georgetown School of·.·· Direct()r -Bill Fagginer-Auer, seven 
International Relations, it a~ a .- VVLP dfr~ctors and nine ACTION 
political career was in the offing. -volunteers, Bob is building a structure 
aowever, after his wife, Marion; had ~~ on mutual aid, making Vietnam 
their first child, Erin, they began to ·· vets an identijiable group with grass,. 
think in terms of the kind of future they roots support. 
wanted. · .. I_f a Vietnam vet has a, business, Bob 

The result was a look-see visit to takes a chance on a vet who has had a 
Vermont in 1974. What they saw they tough time. If a vet doesn't .know the 
liked, and a year later they took the ropes or 'he's hanging on · them, the 
plunge. . .• . VVLP is there to counsel and to offer 

Since boyhood,_ Rummel had been in the kind of understanding · that's 
and out of the construction business. In meaningful. "I waited a long while for 
the town of Rochester, Vermont, _ the a ·prograrµ like this to come along," 
Robert> E •. Rummel Constl'Uction Co. · Bob said. "Now we're helping lost 
was fpunded. . . veterans to finally find themselves·." 

In the beginning there wu little It's not unlike · a wounded G.I. 
more than the name. __ , stumbling through the jungle, bleeding 

Anyone who has given up city life to death, looking for help. Only today, 
knows there are llu'ge and· difficult the medic in the aid station is Bob 

· adjustments to make, not the least -of Rwnmel. 
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Wounded vet, ex-protester 

Couple met halfway aHer Vietnam 
By Judy Emerson 
Banner StaH Writer 
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Banner photo by Bi!I Goodman 

Tom and Mary Ruth Martin are surrounded by pets on their 15-acre farm miar Franklin. \ 



- ' -
. :· Tom Martin's plaidon was on a 
routine patrol -in Vietnam's An 
Hoa I'ive!'.·valley wheri-he and 
four of &is Marine buddies were 
hit by enemy fire. 'It .was June 

--- 24, .11169, and lie was 20 years 
. '"Old. . ;. :-« ; ., .. '· - , .. · .. · 

A-world itway/i,n-the "fat" and : 
comfort~ble •. surroundings· · of 
Vanderbilt Vniversity, · Mary 
Ruth Swink was demonstrating 
against the -war; :carrying signs 

• and chanting .slog·ans about the 
.· craziness of it all. '.-. · · 
. Now Tom says: "I was per- · 

fectly willing to accept the gov~ 
• ernment's version of what was ., 
;·going .o~, c;1~ least until I looked 
: for myself. , It was my genera­
:• tion's war, and I felt that burden. 
It was an easy choice to make, 

· and I'm ·eomfortable -with it to .. ,. 
'. day." ' .... · .. . ·.- ·,· .. -·' . . •-· ... -· ·,· ., ' 

And Mary says: "I was of the · 
age and 'fat' enough and idealis- · 
tic enough that I thought . all 
wars were wrong, but I think we 
made a · real mistake . in . not 
separating the people from the 
issue. We didn't even open our ; 
arms up to people of our own_ age 
when they came back." 

_,._ The two had gone to elementa~ · 
ry school in Nashville together . 

· but had lost contact over the 
years. Their . families were 
friends because both of their fa-. 
thers were faculty members at 
Vanderbilt University. . . 

The next time they met - in 
1977 - Martin was confined to a . 
wheelchair, his legs paralyzed 
from the bullet that ripped 
through his spine. He was finish­
ing his studies at the Vanderbilt 
School of Law. She had complet-

. ed a master's degree in special 
education in Los Angeles and 
was working in educational re-
search. · 

Time had fostered maturity in 
both, and in the relationship that 
flowered, they came to under­
stand what the other had done 
and felt during the Vietnam 
years. They :married and-togeth-· 
er have reconciled with the coun­
try that sent its young men to . 
Vietnam. · · ·. : · · 

The Martins live a peaceful, · 
nearly self-sufficient life on a 15-
acre farm on Waddell . Hollow • 
Road outside Franklin. He does 
much of the work around the 
house and farm. She is a part 
owner of Rebecca's, a kitchen­
ware and furniture shop in 
Carter's Court in Franklin. . 

On a sunny spring afternoon, .-. 
they flipped through ·.Martin's · 
picture album from Vietnam, . 
and he talked about his •four­
month stint in the bush · as if it · 

. were yesterday. 

l 
. The pictures show . boy1sn, 

bare-chested, smiling Marines 
• ·. with rifles slung over their shoul­
. ders. They support ·the statistical 

data es~blishing the average 

. age of the Vietnam soldier at 19. 
"I have some very good mem­

ories of the people I was with 
and the places I saw,'' Martin re­
flects. "You did feel alone; but 
that was OK because you -were 
alone with a lot of people who 
could appreciate it. It was 
stressful, but it was not black." 

He points to a thin, blond 
young man of about 18 in the col­
or prints. The Marine's name is 
Bill and he lives in Illinois, but 

• he and Martin are still very 
-:'.=-'clo~.Martin said:Bill.is ,a_'1.ypi-=-.; 

. <;al" Vietnam combat veteran - . 
_ t.h_o~e~ wh~ came, home. witJi' _11() i 
:; :'obvi6us '-injuries, only·>tnifdep · 
:, :'pain·and apparent indecision, . ·c. · 

· A high school. dropout who en­
listed at age 17, Bill was the first 

. one to reach Martin when he was 
< hit. After the war, Bill came 
· home, got . married, . fathered 
· children, went through a string 

. of jobs and stood , in nnemploy-
. ment lines. 
· :.,:'· .·•:it' is a: dif~icult -~a~i~g~ --~ : 

- cause . · his· ··amb1tions :·have · 
;, . 1:b<1-~ged; and ·u .is hard fo -recon. ,. 
·· cile the expectations of his fa~- .·· 
; ly with himself,'' Martin says of . 
.' his.iriend. ,"H_e is very ,frustrat~ , 

. ed, but quietly so.'.' . : . 
: : ; Martin says it is this type· of ·· 
. _ person who needs the compas­
~- sion -of-• the American people 
-, -more than ·the ·handicapped vet-

.. , ---~- -.-. -.- - - -- --.- ~ ;-·"' -_ - . . ·:·· ·,. 

'. ' '-~i-ari'. For the -i~JU;ed vet: ' the~ ' 
was a "cushion" between him 

• - and the backlash against the 
war; visible evicrence that he had 

. ' '.pa~d the price" for 
1 
his involve­

_ ~_ment in the war, Martin said. · 

Other veterans were met at 
airports on their way from the 
"front line to their front 
porches" by protesters who spat 
on them and called them "baby 
killers." · 

. "Over there, you didn't know 
-

0 -- who was a- friend-and-who was . 
- -·not," Martin said. about tlie Vfot-

nam_ese P._eop_le, "J'~E? _ li_n_e w~ . 
·fuzzy and civilians -were killed .. :=.-
often." - · - · --· 

The situation took on an·awftil, 
surreal quality for the soldiers; 
whose favorite topic was what · 
they would do when they got 
back home, he said. -

"The 'world' was the general 
reference to the United States," 
Martin remembers. "We'd say, 
'Won't it be great -when we get 

back to the· world?' like we 
weren't in the real world. But it 
wasn't true, . because there was -

' . no place more real than Vietnam 
- the illusions were in the Unit­
ed States.'' 

· • ·. '·'None of us knew," Mrs. Mar­
. .. tin says, shaking her head. "I . 

don't know if people now under­
stand the __ vva~,"~nich less then. It ·_ 

. . ' 

was so . unlike any war we ~ere 
ever in.'' 

They both. ackriowledge there 
has been some positive change in 

: .American altitudes toward Viet­
nam veterans since the war, but 
that a resolution still is needed 
for the soldiers to truly . "come 
home." ... · 

"We've got to let it go together · 
. because there are other issues . 
· becoming . more important," 
·· Martin says, adding· that he :and · 

his wife are watching cl6sely 
_ whaL. further involvement. _the . _ 
-1Jnitecl · States-may-have- in ·the- -· 

conflict in El Salvador and in 
~: volatile ; .situations_ - involving 
- Other countries. · · 

. 'Neither is · ·categorically 
' · against military intervention by 
· the United States, as long as . 
· there .is a firm ideal of why it is 

being done and as long as those 
who are asked to fight receive · 
support from their peopie. . · 

"It's important to me now that 
Vietnam is over,' that _when .you · 

: sen!! people out to die, to-have a · . 
: sense-of :what they're dying Tor,''. :-' 
. . Marti1l: says, closing the picture ' 
:: album.: · · . --· .. : ::; :· 
·l -"Vietnam · veterans are ·not .. 
; looking.for special favors or pats 
· on the back. Basically, they want 

, what they tried to. do appreciat-
e(j so . that . the same • mistakes ·. 
. aren't made again later." . 
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.. i>av~· Hlffl~ii'~r wllmlngitin~'&li:,' . r,o.;fi~ ois·.wffh,a··b:eer war&w'•1Hii 
claims ti~ was such a poor student, be at , . '. : ·(jf·,the 'ifa,y. · : ·ni<"l11;pm1~ 

· fllplkedoutofkindergarien."Maybeso.; · .. · '.f.W.. Inga tm.ppened, He~ 
He didn'~ have much go.mg for. hfni, fni4". ployment; ~d af a ~ -'he 

· :then; a messed up home Ufe and eig)lt m.et1
. roci ~ : · • .. . .. ':·•: 1yi 

1yeans lo.an orphanage. '. . · . . . "Sh turnedi, tbe world arouncf ~ 
·.,,, · He didn't finish high school, drQpping me~',\1 saidt .She ~vinced ~ ,to_-, 
out in the loth grade . .. Wheo,he W!lS 19, . back. . •. .and with~ VA~ 

· he enlisted in the Marines. That was due . .~ls.µiU~seryi<:e.~did-• 
·November 1967, and in April 1~· he He'w . ~ ficihilhd,i~~;l9, eaid. 
arrived . in Vietnam as . a combat · not" • • ·t>ut ,'. two,· :degr•eijU :from 
rifleman. Wi,mi gton :college--in beha_tioral 

On September 29, a day he'U ·never scien · ~ criminal justic;e-/ He w~ 
forget, he was booby trapped. When he also . first,;bllnd st~dent to-gij!hlate 
woke up in· the hospital at Da Nang, he f~m . la'fV~~~~~l.: ~. he~D 
was blind. That was the beginning of be-ta · g ru.:ba;r.:~~ ati'd:6',p1-
the bad . news, and it got worse. to . . . . ' in,)nte,iiatfonai. Jw . . : ,'. 

He call!,e home- to find he really Righ , yhe!s a program p~ iii: 
wasn't-wanted, not as a vetei:an;· not the ne ,letnam Veterans Leadership 
with his disability which was too much, Pr ·· . ·. ; spotisored by ACTION, ._ 
of an inconvenience for ·those around · 11ationaj volunteer .age~y . . The ~ ­
him to handle. . pose,Qf · eprograµ'a.ts :·one .ofaid, from 

The future looked extremely bleak; . vetera· to:v~ans •fever tile need 
but Dave was not willing to accept may ·be\ Davtf has definite ideas 01t 

defeat. '.'I knew I had to tummy life ways ) ~_ appr~ch Elmployers, ., ideu:• 
around," he Said; "And I knew I had to that al'~ innovative and dif(erent. · 
rely on my head."· "You've got to ·accentuate the 

He. entered ' the Hines VA positive,t'hesa~1andhe'sli\'lngprooi · 
' Rehabilitation Center in Chicago, m., of that ¥on; .. · . . , . · . · 

to l!earn to adjust and how to cope in a , · Recenily, .when lie ·· met · Ronald 
world of darkness. The course was . ReagiuJ, \ he told · , ~ - Presi«.f i$ 
scheduled to last four months; · for · wquldn't it,; too long before a Vietnam 
David it lasted six. veteran took over the White l{ouse job. 

He passed bis high school He didn't name himself as a candidate, 
equivalency and was making steady but with all his accomplishments ·at'33-, 
progress when he W!lS in.an automobile which include a brown belt in .Judo, . 
accident which left him With a broken don't rule him O\lt. , · 
bad:, paralyzed from the · neck down. · David L. · Huff~ri has C<lllle a ion, 

He wasn't about to-quit, wasn't going .way since hedrom,t,d ~ of school. JU 
to be left lying flat. He began lifting has the kind' of spirit and courage and 
weights in bed. Determination com- outlook that our country has always 
bined With medical treatment put hiin depended on. He's the father of three 
back oo bis feet. . children, and when he's aked how he 

But now what to do? has come so far so fast, he answers 
At first. he figured he'd be content quietly, "Sharon Aiin, With love and 
' th · ed work, not demanding kindness you can go as far as you 

much al himseH or ~bndy· a oioe- _ want." \ l 
,,/ 
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)'fatlOn ·owes Vie(n~m Dterans . _, , 
: The' Vietn~ War bas been over_ for soinet miilority and.thus the employers are eligible for ., 
time,-but many of its veterans continue to · fi~bt 7" the same . tax ,credits· in hiring · them as they · 
- to overcome · prejudice, unemployment and( would be for blacks and women. · . : 
lack . of respect that the unpopular conflict still 1 Well-established professionals in the Nashville _ 
manages to project. - _ · . : area, including attorneys, doctors -and. bU$iness• 

It is grossly unfair 'that this nation's Vietnam men - all Vietnam era veterans ·- have. been 
veterans must bear. the brunt of the loathing , enlisted to form an adyisory . board to use, their · 
Americans held- and bold now - for that"war. ,, leadership abilities to help influence -others .to . 
Controversy everi extended to· the· planned -Vi~- . help change the too commonly held image at t 
nam Veterans' Memorial 1n Washingtpn, w.bicb, .'. Vietnam veteran. · · . 
only after months of debate and negotiation, has ~ As MJ'.. Tucker pointed out, that veteran as 
finally been agreed upon. unlike his counterpart in other wars became be 

Nashville is one of five cities in the country found ~If-pitted ag~ ~ and children 
selected for a pilot program to address the prob- in combat and fighting· an ~y rarely seen. 
lems of the Vietnam veteran, especially the im- Within a few. weeks in Vietnam, the ~ ­
age crisis, that keeps many qualified veterans on . if be survived, saw his psyche irrevocably_ al­
·unemployment rolls. "Vietnam veterans are not : tered, especially in the case of teeb-agers. 
losers, users; drug addicts or Hollywood-style ~ Although he may have come home a year later 
killers, bu~ that is the image the~ bav~ to ~ver- :l el9>8Cting to pick up his life ~here be bad left it, 
come," said John Furgess, administrative direc- things bad changed so drastically that be found 
tor for the Tenneseee Vietnam Veterans Leader- .\ himself a virt~l outcast in his country. 
ship Program, Inc. , · It is to this problem that the Tennessee Viet-
«; 1,u ,rr gess sa·d ar d ·ed · b · t , nam Veterans Leadership Program is directing ,u--:-$4 · • ur i ' e em JO s JUS · all f ·ts ff rts W h th ·. -~~orts · 'ghl 

becaustfthey served during the Vietnam War. l O 1 e O . • e ope ose cu are !ti y 
"Some employers transferred their dislike for i su~Ul: We urge .mC>!~ busin~men to Join ln 
tile war to the veteran, even though· be. did not· 1 this battle for bUlllan _dignity. It IS-~ effort that 
start the war and he was not allowed to -finish · \ sadly m~ be made, . but one which hopefully 

· it.~• TVVLP statistics show that there are. 6,009 . ! !fill result m full accep~ce of o~ fellow Amer­
unemployed Vietnam veterans in Tennessee,.and l •~ns and f~l r~gmtion of tbell' ~ravery and 
while no figures are available, it is certain that ·: courage in f~ting f~r th8!-1' country s cause. To 
some of the 21,000 Davidson County veterans · do less is a greater disservice to these brave vey 
are facing a similar plight. TVVLP efforts . to, , erans than they have already suffered. / 
find jobs for these former servicemen are being · , -
supported by Vanderbilt University and its Med-
ical Center. WSM, Inc. was the first major em­
ployer to throw i~ support behind TVVLP's em­
ployment efforts. Mr. Furgess and _Fred Tucker, . 
executive director of TVVLP, are trying to con­
vince other area employers to participate in the 
referral program. In contacting employers, they 
stress that Vietnam veterans are considered a 
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Metro picked for pilot study 
of Vietnarn· veteran ·troubles 
By Judy Emeraon 
Banner Staff Writer 

1. __ 

Many Vietnam veterans from 
Tennessee still are fighting the 
war America came to loathe, but 
this time under a d~erent name 
and on their home front. 

They continue the battle here 
against prejudice, unemployment 
and Jack of respect. 

Nashville is one of five cities in 
the country selected for a pilot 
program to address the problems, 
especially the image crisis, that 
keeps many qualified veterans on 
the unemployment roles. 

"'Vietnam veterans are not 
losers, users, drug addicts or Hol­
lywood-style killers, but that is the 
image they have to overcome," 
said John Furgess, administrative 
director for the Tennessee Viet­
nam Veterans Leadership Pro­
gram Inc. 

"Manv Vietnam veterans were 
denie4 j()b!i ju!it becA\ISe they were 
Vietnam vett?rln$,'' he; added, 
"Some employers ttansf er1·ed 
their dislike for the war to the vet­
eran even though he did not start 
the war and he was not allowed to 
finish it." 

Vanderbilt University and its 
1edical Center have announced 

they will support TVVLP efforts 
to find jobs for local Vietnam vet­
erans. Unemployed veterans are 
being urged to contact the local 
veterans employment representa­
tive through the state Job Service 

Office to be referred to jobs for 
which they are qualified. . 

WSM Inc., was the first major 
local employer to throw its sup­
port behind TVVLP's employment 
efforts. Vietnam veteran Ennis 
Jordan, personnel director at 
WSM, is on the organization's ad­
visory board. 

TVVLP statidics indicate there 
are 6,000 unemployed Vietnam 
veterans in the state. Although 
there are no comparable figures 
for Nashville, it is certain that 
some of the 21,000 Vietnam veter­
ans from Davidson County are in a 
similar plight. About 6,200 of 
those persons served in combat 
zones during the conflict. 

Veterans Furgess and Fred 
Tucker, executive director of the 
TVVLP, are attempting to get 
other area employers to partici­
pate in the referral program. In 
contacting employers, they stress 
that Vietnam veterans now are 
considered a minority ,md cm­
plQy~r, ctre eiigiblf for the ~arno 
tax credll.!! in hiring them A!! they 
would be for blacks and women. 

They also have enlisted the help 
of an impressive advisory board 
comprising veterans of the Viet­
nam era who are "well establish­
ed" in professions in the Nashville 
area. The board consists of attor­
neys, doctors, businessmen and 
other professionals. 

"We are using our advisory 
board members as catalysts to 
hell> the system work just a little 

bit better," Tucker said. "We a~e 
utilizing their leadership abilities 
to help influence others in order to 
change the image of the. Vietnam 
veteran that many people h~ve." 

Tucker said that until no~. 
many of these veterans had been 
reluctant to be active in other vet­
erans associations, both t:>ecause 
of a lack of ki11ship with veter.ans 
of former wars and because of the 
HJoser, Hollywood-style" i.m,age 
that has been given to those who 
served in Vietnam. 

"People might askt >, 'What 
makes a Vietnam veteran· differ­
ent from a veteran of World War 
II or Korea?' " Tucker said. 

"The main thing is that this 18-
year-old kid went to Vietnam 
thinking he was following in th~ 
footsteps of his father and hi~ 
grandfather and when be got ther~ 
h~ el{perienced a r~l culh1rc 
shpck." · 
, · Ollt! Qf the mQ~t A~bomint 
lhifll!I to Arttt!rklln military (>(!!'a 
sonnel in Vietnam was being pi.tt­
ed against women and children in 
combat and battling an enemy 
who was rarely seen. Within just a 
few short weeks - if he survived 
them - the teen-ager's psyche 
had been irrevocably altered, 
Tucker said. 

A year later, when the soldier 
came home, he expected to re­
sume his life where he left It, but 
things had changed, Tucke.r said.. 
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/he GoodNeWS·Re~(}rt 
By Tholl)as w~ Pauken , ' ' ,. 
Di~ of_ACTION . ,_" 1. 

The· David Li. Huffman'~ ' ;· . ' ! .. .·.·. ·. 
Dave Huffman. .of. . Wilmi,:igt()n). worse. : . · . 

Del., _claims ~ was such_ a poor stq~ . • . H~ came ,home. to find. he .really 
dent, ):le flunked out of kindergarten~ w~sn t ~an~. ~t as a. veteran, not 
. Maybe so. He didn't have much going with his di5:'b1li~ . ~.hich · WlUS too 
fQr him then; a messed up home_ lif~ much of. an mconyemence for _those 
and eight · years in an orphanage. He • . around him to ha,ndle. The future look­
didn't finish high school,-dropping out . :ed extremely l>leak, but Dave was not . 
in the 10th grade. When he was 19 he willing to accept defeat. "I knew I had 
erilisted in the Marines. That , ~as . toturnmylifearowid,'.'be.said. •~And 
November 1967, and in April 1968 he I knew I had to rely on my ~d. '·' . 
·arrived in Vietnam as a combat He : entered the Hines · VA 
rifleman. On Sept. 29, a day he'll Rehabilitation Center.in Chicago,~-, ., 
never forget, he was booby tra~, to learn to adjus~ an<l;how to ~ope m a 
When he woke up in the hospital at Da world of darkness. The course was 

. Nang, he was blind. _That was the, . ~~ed to l~t four mon~; ~or, 
beginning o.f the bad news, andlt gQf Da~stiec!'s~. He passed_his_~gb 

· · · ' J!Chool .,equivalency and wat !!lflkio& 
liteadyj>rogress when he was in an 
automobile accident which left him 
with a broken back, paralyzed from 
the neck down. He wain't about to 

. quit, wasn't.going to ~ left lying flat. 
He · began lifting_ weights in bed. 
Determination combined with 
medical treatment put him back on 

· his feet. 
But now what to do? 
At first, he figured he'd be content 

with unskilled work. -not .demanding 
much .of tumself or of anybody; a 
nine-to-five job with a beer.waiting for 
him at the end of Uie day. 

Two things happened, He couldn't 
find employment, and at .• jlance, he c 
met Sharon Ann: 

. ''She turned the world-around !or, J 
,. mei"·hesaid. Shececriftetd-him toge,·" : 

back to · school, and . with the VA • 
~nefiJs ~ue from his military ser- '. a 
vice, he did ~- He was:_tlie fU'St blind , 
student to . earn not ' one but two 
d~rees from Wilmington College - fu :· 
~~vioral science · and · in criminal . 
Justice. He was aao the first blind stu­
dent to graduate from Delaware Law · 
School. Soon, he'll be taking ,bls bat 

_ ~x~m"S, ~d he pl8Jl$ to specializ.e·ih 
mternattonal law. . . 
. Right_now, he's a program p.lan'lier 

· m _Uie new Vi~m Veterans Leadei<-
i ship P~gram~ sJ)OQSored.bY,,AP'JON.:., 

the natioQal volunteer ·agency. The • 
~ purpose of the ,program ·is one,of ai¢... 

, from veterans to vetei'a~ Whatevt!t · 
'!,he ~ may be. Dave has defib.ite 
!deas on·w~to,appS;Oacb employ~; . 
ideas ·that are innovative and ~~ . '. 

: f~f!t , ::-you've got t9 accentuate the· . 
. positive, he says;-and he's liVing pro-

of of that axiom. · , . 
Recently, when he .met Ronald · 

Reagan, he told the President . it · 
wouldn't be too Jong before a Vietnam · · 
veteran took .over the White House 
~b. He didn't name himseH as a can­
didate, but with all his ac­
complishments at 33,-which include a 
brown belt in Judo, don't rule him out. · 

_David L. Huffman has come a long 
way since be dropped out of school. He ' 

. has the kind of spirit and courage and . 
outlook that our ~ountry 'has always . · 
depended on. He's the father of three 
children, and when he's asked how he 
ha~ ·come so far. so fast, he answers. . 
qwetly; ,"Sharon Ann. With love and ' 
kindness you can. go as far as ' Y® . 
want. '-' · 

d N Report also appeared in the following: This issue of the Goo ews 

The Post, Salisbury, NC 

lake News, Leesburg, FL 

Hanover Horton Call, Hanover, MI 

The Herald, Paintsville, KY 
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• 1et vets 
•. 

to get help 
of ·buddies 

Bv PA TR.lC'l't-.t-,..llli,,W.t::1!:N 
United Press l11temational 

\ 

WASHING TON - For a lot of 
Vietnam veterans, returning home 
meant quietly picking up the pieces 
of their lives and getting back to ci­
vilian occupations. 

For some, however, readjustment 
has been difficult. 

Now the government is tapping 
some of the more successful veter­
ans to set up programs to help their 
less fortunate comrades. 

Sponsored by ACTION, the gov­
ernment's volunteer agency, the 
program will be established in 50 
communities, each with a volunteer 
chairman and a salaried project di-

1 
rector who are both Vietna.m veter-
ans. · • 

"WP. were patriots, not chumps," 
said John Baines, a Navy Seabee ht 
Vietnam who is now a prosperous 
real estate broker In San Antonio, · 
Tex. "It's now time to set the rec-
ord straight." · 

Baines is the volunteer chairman 
of the .Vietnam Veterans Leadership I 
Program in San Antonio, one of five 
communities where similar efforts I 
are gathering steam. . 

The leadership program Is de­
signed to encourage successful Viet­
nam vP.terans to volunteer their 
time, effort and creative leadership 
to help solve the problems still· 
faced by other veterans. 

"I realize that while I worked 
hard these past 10 years for every­
thing I've got, there are guys out 
there who haven't been quite so 
fortunate," said Baines. "I want to 
help give them a chance to make 
something out of their lives." . 

Besides San Antonio, initial pro­
grams have been started in Balti- ·j 
more; Nashville, Tenn.; Wilming-
ton , Del., and Philadelphia. , 

William Jayne, deputy director of 
the national program, said, "High• 
quality Vietnam veterans, prefera­
bly with combat experience, and 
who have excelled in their jobs" 1 

· such as successful businessmen, 
lawyers_· and artists, are being 
sought as leaders to work on the 
program. 

Programs will be tailored and de­
veloped for individual cities, with 
emphasis on solving the most se-. 
vere local problems faced by veter­
ans. 

As an example, Jayne said, pro­
gram leJders "might speak to a 
group of small businessmen or ao 

·one-on-one with larger employers" 
to improve employment opportuni­
ties by dispelling the stereotype of 
Vietnam veterans as "drug-crazed 
timebom bs or hapless victims . wal­
lowing in self-pity." 

. Other efforts might include help-· 
mg veterans who want to begin 
the~r ?Wn b~sinesses, organizing 
activities such as veterans art 
shows or developing community 
support for a veterans center, Jayne 
said. 

He said the n·ext line of communi­
ties under consideration a.re Phoe­
nix, AI'.iz.; Hartford, Conn.; Chica­
go; New York City; Boston; San 
Francisco; Los Angeles; Columbus. 
Ohio; St. Louis and Houston. · 

The program that began Oct.I 
with the new fiscal year will cost 
$2 million per year for three years 
or approximately $50,000 for each 
of the 50 cities. At the end of the 
third year, federal funds will be 
withdrawn, and the program will 
continue on local initiative. 

Volunteers are not expected to do 
counseling or provide health faclli­
tie.s off~red by other · agencies, 

1

. 
Jayne said. And they will not pro­
vide a referral service. 
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SucceSsful Viet Vets _ 
Are Lending a ll,!HJ,d 

WASHINGTON - For a lot or William Jayne, deputy director or 
veterans of the Vietnam War returo• the national pro&ram, said, "High 
in& borne meant quieUy pickin& up quality Vietnam veteran,, preferably 
the pieces or lives interrupted by with combat experience, and who 

• military aervice and &etlin& back lo bave excelled ill their jobs" 111ch as 
civilian occupations. 1uccessful businessmen, lawyers and 

For some, however, readjuatmat arUsta, are beill& soupt as leader• to . 
. bu been difficult. . work on the pro1ram. 
• Now the 1ovemment la tappin& Procram1 wW be tailored ucl 
· some of lbe more 1ucce11ful veterans developed for the individual cities, 
· to set up programs to belp their less with emphasis on aolvin& the most 

1 
lortunate comrades. . severe local proble,m.s f~ced by Viet· 

Sponsored by ACTION, lite 1own- .um.....-._ . .,, , · -- ~ ,.,- .. -, -~ -- . 
ment's volunteer agency. Uie pro- Al an examp1e, Jayne 111d, pro-

. aram will be established in 50 com• 1ram leaders "might speak to a 
munitiu, eacll with a volunteer group of ,man businessmen • IO . 

! chairman and a salaried project on~ wilb lar&er employea" lo • 
direct.or 1rho are both Vietnam veter• . improve employment opportunities 

• HI. by dispelling the alereotype of Yael· 
, "V.'e were patriots. not chumps," 11am veterans as "drug crazed time 

said John Ba1nes, a ti.a,·y Seabee in bombs or hapless victims, wallowill& 
• Vietum wbo ii aow a prosperous ill 1eli·pilJ.' '. • . . _ . ___ . .. . . . . . . 

real estate broker in San Antonio, · · Other error\l might .include helping 
, Teus. "lt'a now wne le Mt Ille ·veterans who want lo begin tbei.r 01rn ·. 

record straight." • bus{nesses, organizing ac:llvities aach 
: Baines is the volunteer chairmaa of . as veterans art shows or developing 

the Vielpam Veterans Leadership · community sup~tt for ·• veterans 
· ~cram, in Sin Antonio, one ol five center, Jayne uad. • 
· mumties where similar efforts · Re said the next line o( communi• 

are gathering slum. ties under consideration are Phoenix, 
The leadership pro1ram · 11 Ariz .; Hartford, Conn . ; Chicago ; 

designed to encourage succesaful "New York City ; Boston ; San Fran· 
Vietnam veterans to volunteer their cilc:o; Los Angeles ; Columl>U5, Ohio; 
time, effort and creative leadership St. Louil and HoustoD. . , 
to belp solve lbe problems 1till facea The proiram that began OcU with 
~Y ott.er vetera111. · - ··· • • . ·,. · the aew filcal year will . ~t 52 . 

.. I realize that wbtle t worked bani milllon per year lor three years or 
tbne past M yun fw t•er,tlliD& - )ppro1imately SS0,000 for ea~b oft.he , 
I've aot. there are pys out there "'9i It ettie1. At Ille end of the third year, l 
haven't been qu.ite so fortuaate," 11id federal funds will be withdrawn, and 

· Baines. ••1 want to help P,Ve them a tlae. p~gram to continue on local 
:clla~ to .. •ue IOllletbiDJ out of iDltiatne. . . . .. . . . . . ... • 
tbeir livea. '., "- .. .,-.- . . · · ,... ~ Volunt..-a.-. aot euecWd te do . I 

~~· . ides San Ant;C>nio, miµal ·pro- counsel~ el' =Ide heilth facilities ' 
, . anu 11 .. e beea ~ - • lalti-fll". 111 · geac-., . .JQ911 i 
1.- • Nasbville, eaa:; Wilm ,:· • Md ... wDl . . ' 1-. 

1 c;wlPMln.. teat"'-"...:.< ~'.!!◄·- M~'•w-~-~ l l& ..:.· -~- ··~ ·..::... . .. . . ·- ·· · -.-.:. ... ;_~ ~::..:..-.!~- ----··---!.. ' 
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R(agan Christens Program 
To Aid Vietnam Veterans 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Presi• 
dent Reagan paid tribute Tuesday 
to tbe 2.7 million Vietnam veter­
ans who fou&)lt "In tbe finest tra­
diUon of the American mllltary In 
a war tbey were not allowed to 
win." 

1n a Rolle Garden ceremony on 
the eve of Veterans Day, Mr. 
Reagan said, "RecognlUon and 
appreciation for all tbey went 
through ls long overdue." 

He participated ln tbe chris­
tening of a program deslped- to 
help flnd jobs for · unemployed 
Vietnam veterans .and to promote 

a posiUve image of Vietnam vet- the president said. "And part of 
erana. that tragedy - a major part -

The program, ltnown as the was the sacrifice by men who 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership fought u btavelJ • any Ameri­
Program, will recralt succesaful can flghtl11g men have. ever 
buslnellmen and others to llelp fought. 
fellow veterana find jobs and "Contrary to ~ anjuat ~ 
.build aelf-esteem. It ls being ad- type," Mr. Reapn added, "a vast 
ministered by 2 the na- majority of Vietnam veteratia re­
tional volunteer . adjusted quickly ~ter returning 

Mr. Reagan uld Vietnam vet- from Southeast Asia." 
erans "have never received tbe However. he aaid, ''There are 
.tbanb they delerved. . those who found it difficult to 

"A long, dragged oat traced:,, come to gripe with problems that 
Vietnam divided our nab and. could be traced to their wartime 
damaged America's self-~ge," experiences.". 

-UPI Telepholo 

Reagan and John Fales Jr., Blinded Veterans Association employment director, 
··---··· -- -- - --------
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; / rom B~nner s!aH ond wire reports 
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0 

Nashville attorney Sam Bartho­
; ·1omew was one of 28 persons who 

--met with President Ronald 
- Reagan in Washington Tuesday to 
' ·kick off today's special Veterans 
-·Day salute to those who served in 
- ·the Vietnam War. ·. . 
.; · Bartholomew. who will bead a 

· ~ietnam veterans' leadership pro­
: ;gram in Tennessee, told Reagan 

that unlike veterans from other 
: foreign wars, mariy Vietnam vet­
l erans have suffered emotionally 
: 'from the unpopular conflict · 
(• · Bartholomew's comments were 
·: in keeping with the theme of ~ 
· '.day's Veterans Day salutes as f:be 
: .nation paid tribute to the often-1g­
- nored Vietnam veterans. 
:·- In Nashville, a veterans' parade 
, from the corner of 16th Avenue 
: and Broadway was to be led by 
i Gov. Lamar Alexander to Centen­
;_ rual Park. The parade was slat~ 
\ to begin at 1 p'.m. . . . . 
·. Other Veterans Day activities 
~~were to include a visit to Nash­
' ville by Gen. Lew Allen Jr., chief 
~ ·of staff of the United States Air 
':'Force. He was scheduled to speak 
.:to a luncheon co-sponsored by the 
.:Nashville Exchange Club, the 
. Middle Tennessee chapter of the 
Air Force Association and the 

Nashville Area Chamber of Com­
merce. 

The top Air Force officer was 
slated to speak at the Radisson 
Plaza Hotel at noon. 

State and federal offices were 
closed tod.ay in honor of Veterans 

Day. . 'd his Wh'te 'Bartholomew sa1 1 
House discussion with Reagan 
centered on the many Vietnam· 
veterans who were left scarred by 
their service in Southeast Asia. 

"Three million men went to 
Southeast Asia," he said, "and to­
day there are about one-half mil­
lion who still have problems." 

Bartholomew said he was one of 
three persons who spoke with the 
president during the meeting in 
the White House's Rose Garden. 
. "I believe · the president was· 

genuinely emotional and, being_ a 
-veteran as well as commander-m­
cliief, he felt unusually sincere." 
Bartholomew said. 

He said the president told the 
crowd, "It is the time to recognize 
the Vietnam veteran'' and added it 

-is also time to restore pride in_ the 
military service. 

State General Services Commis­
sioner Francis Guess also· attend­
ed the meeting and ·will serve on 
the state board. -. 

4 
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Nasl,viHian Joins Reagan 
To tauncr, Vets Program 

From STAFF, WIRE REPORTS 
Nashville attorney Sam Bar­

tholomew joined · President 
Ronald Reagan in the White 
House Rose Garden Tuesday for 
the official inauguration of a new 
program to assist Vietnam War 
veterans. 

Francis Guess, Tennessee com­
missioner of General Services 
was also present for the ceremo: 
ny launching the Vietnam Veter­
ans Leadership Program, which 
is designed, among other things, 
to buff the tarnished image of 
the Vietnam vet. · 

"HOPEFULLY this (program) 
will be a beginning to restore 
some needed recog'nition and 
pride to those 3 million who 
ser ved their country in Vietnam 
at great personal sacrifice," Bar­
tholomew told the president dur­
ing the brief ceremony. 

"The stigma of serving one's 
country is, in my opinion, the 
paramount problem and this pro­
gram will go a long way toward 
alleviating this attitude. It is the 
case that the Vietnam vets were 
not t reated like veterans of other 
wars ... 

As outlined by Reagan the fed­
er al government will spend some 
$2 million during each of the 
next three years to establish vet­
erans assistance offices in 50 U.S. , 
cities. - I 

ONE OF THOSE offices will be 1 

located in Na$hville and will op• 1 

er ate under the gu idance of Bar- , 
tholomew, a West Point graduate 
and highly decorated veteran, 
who will become chairman of a 
state-wide, rion-profit organiza­
tion known as the Tennessee 
Vietnam Veterans Program Inc. 

"A fair bit can be done to help 
these veterans," Bartholomew 
said in the telephone interview 
from Washington yesterday. 

"We will be helpful in gettting . 
assistance with employment pro­
grams and there is a possibility · 
that we will create a Vietnam : 
memorial." ' 

SUCH A memorial would be · 
particularly appropriate in Ten­
nessee, Bartholomew said, since 
the first American 1to die in the 
Vietnam conflict was from Ten• 
nessee. 

Preparations for opening the 
state office will begin next week, 
the attorney added. A director 
will be hired to man the office 
full time and a board of directors 
will be selected. ' 

"Getting the Vietnam veterans 
out of the closet will, I believe, 
improve the self-esteem and 
pride of those who served during 
Vietnam and our other wars; as 
well as t hose who now serve and 
defend our country." 

"We will be coming out with f 
announcements in the coming ! 

. weeks,'' Bartholomew said. 
. . 

IN LAUNCHING the Vietnam 
Veterans Leadership Program 
Reagan said: . ' . 

"Recognit ion and appreciation 
for all they went through is long 
overdue. The nation must be as 
loy~l to them as they are to the 
nation. They have never received 
the thanks they deserve for their 
extraordinary courage and dedi-
cation." · 

1:Jie leadership program will 
enlist the a id of Vietnam veter­
ans who have succeeded in busi­
ness to help other vets who are 
either unemployed or underem- ; 
ployed. . 

. . 
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fnET BILLSTENSLAND: 

Bill Stensland cares about vet~rS:\n5. 

VIETNAM WAR HERO HAS A t:AllSf 
I~.,- !~ .. ti) )(MU' 

-5talf 'Nfitor 

fie would intJch rather minimize the tall< abo•JI hi:. ·.vur 
..!Xpericnces. 

But .is history goes. Bill Stensland is rcmcmberect b/ the·.::•~ wtw 
were there as ,rne of the mosr c1istinguishcd cnmb.nt !,;adns ;,. •hP 
Vietnam w,.11 . 

"Hey," hr said, taughlng, "i''r.: been a houscl11.i '.> Gi!.-id fo;- (•\> : p,••;•. 
\0 years. Now I want to talk about the veterans' program." 

He's dirl'ctor of the San Antonio otrlce ot the Vietnam Vetcnrn,: 
Leadcr,;hip Program at the Petroleum Building, 8~2fi TcS<,r '.) Drive 
rhe program was est11bllsh,:d nationally last year. 

:;u~nslan,1 was serf<.'usiy wounded on sev..eral c,.c;isions ,, hile 
;erving iu; a Marine Cor?(l captal,1 In Vllltnam ! , ,,m '. ':fi'! !o 1 9'/ 1, 
with a year oit In Hawaii In \\/ii\ 

He graduated from Jd{er.,c,!, .i!lglt S•:b>v( a, l Jj;; .. r.J r!.,~ US. 
Naval Academy at A11n~poll11 lu 1000, 

After the war, he studJed hlstq..-y In grjlduate sc:1cl)! ,,1. i; ,:, 
UrJverslty of Texas at Austin.'· 

He commutes to San Antonio 'from Austlu, where he Hve3 w i!i.! 
i1is wife, .Judy, and their two eons and'three daughters. 

The son or an Anny omcer, be wu born in Sioux Falls, S.D. 
and lived In CallfornJa and Genuny befqre coming ti) Sall ;\ ... 11tonk· 
in J)ls youth. 



;....... 

At 44, and on disability reUrement.1Stenaland accepted thv 
veterans' program director'• poaltlon lut year for no pay, and hlli! 
only .very recently agreed to accept compensation from the prognrn1 . 
i nto which he said he's put $30,000 of his own money. 

Returning from Vietnam In 1971, he was hos r ltaliz.cd fer thre-i! 
years &nd_ln a wheelchair until three years ago . 

.. We ~ sent one of our men In the program to the 
lnternatJon&I Whee\chalr Olympic, In Edmonton, Canad:i," he s.:J,' 
"Richard Thomas ls winning up there, too." 

Stensland doea not talk about his war medals , one of v1hkh b 
the Sliver Star. 

· He tallu about Vietnam veterans: 
',itla program hu two goals: to help needy Vietnam veterans in 

any way possible, and to enhance the public Image of Vtctnam 
veterans . 

.. Only a mlnlscule part of lesa .than bait a percentage polnl c1 
Vietnam veterans are c burden on this society, and It's time. the 
public reapzea that fact," he 5'1d. "The rest are ha.rd-working, 
successful citizens who Just happened to have been In Vietnam to d0 
a job and to do It well." 

He was a Marine Corps company commander Bl Vle1.nam, a?~a 
an adviser there to regional and provincial forces. 

He's also th <! character named "Lenahan" In "A Ser~.! of 
Honor," Jamea Webb's novel about the Vietnam War. 

"I Uke midshipmen," Stensland saJd. "1 llke Marines. l llkll the 
people who work for me. I trust them lmplldtly until they prove 
otherwise; then they better watch ouL" 

He lovea to play bridge and has traveled to mM y brtdge 
tournamenta over the years. 

About leadership, be alrnply said: "Loya.lty duwn beget~ loyalt~· 
up. Respect the people who work for you:• 

Do )'Oil bow aomeoae you'd like the rest of Sao A.ito.ilv to meet? ~l!d 
your 111ue1t1o11 to the Chy Desk. Su Antonio Ught, P.O. Boll 181, Sa11 
Antoalo 78:tl. ___ _______ _ __ ..J 

\ 
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~:·•t~.•.~~-.~~&r.._.._~rr11· ·_ • · · _- .. --· . -~ ..... :~ 
;: .. ~ ~ew Mexicifi■ Win le V~ Cemeteriu ~· . . .. ' . . . . . · - . ~. -. . 

:;,.·:,: Maret. U6hors Viei~~~1Jitauf{ve1U .· 
( a,WIII.IAal ,,,,:,,_., ,','. '~mt-'-4.1111 B ..... - co,t~~;~lyllv~1Newll~•lto ,_ .. ..;...., bi.i U-

.,..._. Corn1i,1 ■ l11t . . trllood Clapel, built by Dr. ~~ Medal of Jflilor 1iilsler, . 10 fO II Vietnam f~nCOUD· 
Weatphal in memory of bit ilw..S riterant ID orpniJe. Ewu bebiad tbem. · t· 

EAG~ ~ - Mon: 400 David, wbo 4itd .in Vietnam. A ,. In a voice_._t broke occa~- _( chapel, loc:atlld _ F.a-
people -.ik~ m a Y tolk1- memorial sen Ice at tbe cbapel ~..,.. ly, Rocca uid, -41,000 vett_ died m N~t ~ Anael ~. 11 die only 
march booonns Vietnam veteran, concluded the obaerv.ancu Suday' Vietnam. 61,000 uve died aance the •. morial m tbe nabOD declkated tu 
and the Ba~ Death Ma h survi- During the auodown servk«:', war. We can't ao on like this. We ,..U Vietnam veterans. 6- and 
vors Memorial Day w . approximately 300 people pthen:d bave to ~ sometbina because no- ,I federal 1overnmtat b1v1 t.otb 

Most dedicated their 1 ijlome- outside the wina·sbaped chapel, body else ii IOUII to do it for us." ; · elected aot to aupport it. It !Ju cost 
ter 20-k!lometer walk to a ~e- · which overlooks the Moreno Valley. . Rocco said tbaJ tbe Vietalm War Y!es~ $200,000 IJ!d ii r.o.r be~ 
ceased Vietnam veteran, ccordina A flyover by four Army helicopters was lost polltlcllly, beclUle troopa , subsidized by die Dillblld Amen-
to Ron May, bead of the l Fi.re creit~ the Sanfft de Cristo Moun- from the United States were never can V~erar.~ i , 

- Resort ~uod1tio1, -:•-icll•J· tains and liplu.t me bMlnniaa of defeated on the llattlefield. . , More bitteraess wu ~ f~ 
· apouond tbl · ~-·. the •rvice. · Those wbo died in Vietaam could " Tony Reyna, 1over1or 1tT101 

Aµ ~o~ zwtea_J to the Fllllll'ed speMII' ,llicbard ..-OC· bave aone to C.wda, llid Rocco, or Coltlwd 1>ll A~, ' 
. , · .• ·.. ~ ~-.. ....:.L- ' .. ·•-·: . · ·-----:...•· ....._ _______ _ 



vo1k8DJ~ch'Honor8 Viet, Batami ·'v eteraDS 
CwU Ill Flom A·l . 

· Pueblo and a Bataan aurviror. "Mr 
· lncban vetenns are tbe least recoa· 

nized of these vetel'llll," be said. 
Batlln survivon, most of whom .. 

are N · · 

at Khe Sanb, where a regiment wu 
besie&ed ill 1967 and 1968. . 

Albuquerque residents - led by 
armed forces veterans - will pause 
to remember and honor those 
Americana wbo diecl servilla their 
country. 

Memorial Day services here will 
focus especially on the thousanQI 
of New Mexicans who fought ill the 
Philippines duriq World War II -
and the hundreds who perished oa 
the infamous Bataan Death March. 

CeremOJlla at Bataan Park bqin 
at lOa.m. 

Meanwhile, in Rio Rancho, the 
Service Vetera."!s Council of Rio 
Rancho will sponsor a 10 a.m. pa- ' 
rade ill honor of war dead. More 
than 20 civic, f ratemal and veter­
ans 1roups are expected to partici­
pate. 

In Santa Fe, 1t1<tmorial services 
will be held at tbe N11tiooal Ceme­
tery be&iDDin& at DOOD. 

-------- -- -- · . . --
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Veterans' program gets 

~~!(?rl~ '!!?..~.~:~, 
said Tuesday that ACTION, the federal volunteer agency, has 
awarded a $53,910 grant to the Vietnam Veterans Leadership 
Program of Arkansas. 

In a release from his Washington office, Anthony said the 
program will be based at Pine Bluff but will operate state-
wide. · 

Don Grigg of Pine Bluff will be state director of the 
program which wiH operate with two paid staff members and 
numerous volunteers. Leon Clements, senior vice president 
of Simmons First National Bank in Pine Bluff, will be 
volunteer chairman for the program. 

Grigg and Clements both are Vietnam veterans. Grigg is a 
disabled veteran who was awarded the Silver Star for hero­
ism in Vietnam. 

Grigg said the program has two goals: to provide profes­
sional assistaJ)ce to veterans by coordinating programs and 
resources of government agencies and private organizations 
and to improve the public image of the Vietnam veteran. 

Grigg said one of the most important aspects of the 
program is seeking the help of other Vietnam veterans who 
have the resources to volunteer technical and professional 
services to veterans "who lack the knowledge or ability to 
resolve personal or business-related problems." 
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fight stereotype 

-it ' • T!YP~~n~x~~sl~ 
_'~:You ve seen the ste1 ,·11type on TV 
.drama.~ - the drug-sa, urated, malad­
~ Vietnam veteran gone beri;erk, 
•Ung up the city streei., amid the wail 
-;,1irens and terrified citiz, ·nry. 
.. $!Documentaries shout ·the onlv war 
'•rica ever lost" focus ,,n acts of malice ,~-S. troops, drug abuse .and subsequent 
-: -social behavior in civi ~n life. 
f "People have a misc, H·eption shout 
Y..'•tnam veterans.'' ~ays P ,, Chorpenning, 
·A state project..'- director ,ir thl' fledgling 
-~tnam Veterans Leader: hip Program of 
,Jrizona. 

· ;~ "For example, they :,oint to their 
i~redihly high divorce ra •~. even though 
~rs in that age group have the same 
"jll'Oblem. It's an unfair ster,·ntype." 

'.'. Ch,,rpenning says 85 vrcent of tho~I' 
~ ,-trved in Vietnam m;,<lP a successful 
-i,ansition to civilian life. ()f the remain 
'der, ht- says, a small percentage "would'vc­
,ilad problems anyw11y." 
f A former Marin~ office r who lost a lf'g 
·aear Danang, he 1s now .-nordinaU>r for 
"mtergovernmental activiti -~ for the Ari ­
aona Department of Healtl1 Services. 

l: Chorpenning at.tribute~ the distoru d 
jinage to the media, poli r 1('ians and thi• 
•ture of the war. 
-· '" "Vietnam became a '1V serial " h,, 
~- plains. "You could turn ,t on at 6

1

or iii 
get the next episode. A lot of people 

ame calloused. 

''The media and politicians became very 
nchanted with that \~ar. Everyone 
hed his hands of it excrpt the veteran 

· ... t .. _! _ ___ •L - • ,..,.9'_......, .. t,1nitu ' 

"W" didn't ln~t· th,· war ," h<' ,11vs. "It 
was l06t in the halb of CongTess." · 

Before Chorpenning ioinc·d the Marines, 
he was, as he describe~ it, "a super jock," 
an all-state footbaU player in Maryland 
who also played basehall and ran trark. 

Of 120 men in his fnir.pany, more than 
half were killed in irn early morning 
ambush. Chorpenning caught shrapnel in 
hot.h legs and arms; one rhunk collapS<'d a 
lung. 

"The amputati,,n wa,- "" hi£ deal," he 
s:-tys of the npt·r ,it 1011 d,;;t r~rnm·<'d hi~ 
r1gh~ leg ju,it bdnw tht· knrr . "It was like 
gt:tlmg an £Xtrnd1·d pair of shoes. 

"~ut my right arm was another story. It 
req111r~d several (lpnati .. n,- and the loss of 
two-thirds of the t rii•t•p . 

_ "I.wondered why it h.1d 11, hf' me, hut I 
~•dn t feel_ any _rest'llt n1t-nt," hf' continues. 
. h ":us ~ 1ot;uat 10n I cr1•,1: Pd for my~elf, hut 
11 J,~st d1dn t work our • h,0 way I wanted it 
t-0. 

But _Chorpcnni:1~ -·- -'l r1,h11,t . stocky 
man with a poliucir.n',-, grip -- had other 
obstacles to o.vercome, ~uch as a gnawing 
intolerance of otiwr pt•nple's minor ail ­
ments. He credit,- hi,-, Y.ife 11nd two 
children for helping him find hif; emotional 
rquilibrium. 

In addition . t lw :n tnplay between 
hospitalized veteran~ provided another 
ave_nu~ to readju~t m; rit - - ,0m.-thing the 
ma.1onty of other vetcrdn~ did not have. 

"You could always fmd somebody worse 
off than your:jelf," he ~ays. 

Chorpenning hc,pe, th1 VVLPA a 
brainchild of the Reagan administration 
fu~ded by AC'.flON, will h<'IP dean up the 
~,.,1.,~ rPrml;lt1t,n of the \ ' i1·t11am Vet. 

ThP ,1r)(11niz11ti, 1n. with ,·h:1ptNs in ;{() 
states so far, ;;eeb 1,., a:;1-;1,;t, th(• Jobless 
vetera~ hy arranging long -term employ-
ment via counsehn,: and training. • 

At the same time, a public relations 
campaign ii- planned to inform the pt!hlie 
of past and present contributions t,) 
society h~· Vietnam \'ti-Nan~ . 

"One of the first things we need t.o do is 
grt together with_industry," says f'horpen ­
nmg. "To l,!et .">() '" 7.'i middle-management 
leaders who are \"ietnam veh'rans ,rnd find 
out wha i th, · !Whi.-; nf industr,· will b(. 
threr t,·, 11•:t· Vf::,r,. down the- n,.1d .. 

The lciader, will form dn advisorv 
r_ouncil f~om diver:,e fields anri prnvidE­
lmks to mdu;;try and husine:-s. "Then," 
says Churpenning, "we 'II bring in wt., who 
need jobs " 

. Testing program,- at the univnsity level 
will rrveal aptitudes and job preferences, 
plus ferret out applicant..-. wh1, are not 
serious about t hf program. 

"We can't txhau;;t the meager ret-ourc-es 
we have on a small percenl<igl· of the 
veteran rummunitv using Vietnam as a 
crutch," he say;;. 
. "We want vernans t.o know we're not a 

gwea"."~Y program," says Ch,upenning, 
expla~nmg that many ex -1;ervicf'men are 
skeptical of agencies 1-rt up ti, assi,-t them . 

''Trust is a fact.or in a lot of problems 
veterans are having," he adds. ·· 

VV_LPA_. a nun-profit, tax-e-:rmpt cor­
~orat1on, 1s m.·1 p1ent of a.:, c·arly grant c,f 
!!i52,510. Aft~r the grar.i. runs 1H1I in 1984 
Chorpenning hupt· nusinc!>s will pick u~ 
the tab. · 

"It's a l.f.-1. ad\'antage for corporations 1.4> 

See • Vets, 0-2 

c_ c , \ +· q l l. l .( ( , , , i -1 u 

l L (_ i t" f) 6 _j -t' 
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contribute," he says, then rationalizes, 
"After all, a lot of them did very well 
dwing the war." 

It was the Iranian hostage crisis, he 
says, that renewed the veteran's 
interest in his image. "He thought, 
'Granted they're captive, but doesn't 
the public know what I've been 
through?'" 

Chorpenning says the average age 
of the World War II serviceman was 
26' m contrast to 18 for the Vietnam 
veteran. 

"The Vietnam veteran was trained 
and sent to war, where he received 
recognition for his military skills. 
Then he came home and was penal­
ized. 

"'You dummy.' people were saying, 
'Why didn't you tell the government 

to stuff it and head for Canada?' 
"If we're going to pull together II a 

military force in the future," Wl1'DI 
Chorpenning, "today's youth will have 
to be auured they will be "WOp'iwd 
and rewarded just u thoee who came 
before them. 

"We're telling the veteran, if you 
haven't been aucceuful, for God'• 
sake, there's nothing to be ashamed 
of. Get your act together and get on 
with life." 

At this point, however, he says "the 
Vietnam vet is still waiting for his 
parade." 

The Vietnam Veterans Leadership 
Program office is at 4949 W. Indian 
School Road. The phone number is 
245-0092. 
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Vietnam veteran rode ·with. luck 
2 0 

.-.lh Thomas Pauken 
;:.Di rector of ACTION 
:i Often it seems 
:ttiere·s· a hidden 
'.purpose to luck. 

In Vietnam, Bob 
Rummel was with the 
101st Airborne 
Division. A member of 
a machine gun crew. 

It a Vietnam vet has he and his 
fellow-gunner, tor no 
particular reason. 
decided to change 
pos~tions. No sooner 

Anyone who has 
given up city life knows 
there are large and 
difficult adjustments 
to ma~e . ~ot the _least J 

of which 1s earning a 
li\·ing in a rur.;i 
community. Today the 
Rummel Construction . 
CQIIOf)8AY em ploys. five­
neighbors during the 
hard winter months 
and 10 to 15 in the 
summer. In the last 
three vears. Bob has 
tripled the company's 
size and earnir,~ 
power. 

a business. he takes a 

·had they done so than a 
misfired U.S. artillery 
round hit and instantly 
killed Rummel 's 
buddy. 

l)azed, knowing he 
was wounded, 
Rummel began 
looking for a medical 
aid stapon. His hand 
felt for the wound in his 
throat, and it was then 
he realized his jugular 
vein had been severed. 
He attempted to cutoff 
the bleeding with his 
fingers . Again luck 
placed an aic! station 
directly in his path. 
The medics did the 
rest. Had the station 
not been where it was, 
Rummel would not 
have survived. 

After Bob returne<l.,rl 
home and attended the 
Georgetown School of 
International Rela­
tions. it appeared a 
political career was in 
the offing . However, 
after his wit:e, Marion , 
had' fue'i r first child. 

A member of the 
\'Olunteer fire ~part­
ment.a citizen whose 
company performs 
\'Olunteer · services 
tor the town. Bot 
Rummel is a voiuntee~ 
in another capacit~ 
that ties in directly to 
that dav in Vietnam 13 
years ago. He is the 
Chairman of the 
Vermont Vietnam 
Veterans Leadership 
Program . 

As such. with the aid 
of Project Director 
B1 il Fagginger-Auer, 
Sl·\ en VVLP directors 
and nine ACTION 
, olunteers. he is 

Erin , they began to huilding a ·structure 
think in terms of the ba se on mutual aid, . 
kind of future they making Vietnam vets 
wanted. an identifiable group 

The result was a with grass roots 
look-see visit W3fu ' support. 
Vermont in 1974. What 10 

they saw they liked, 
and a year later they 
took the plunge. Since 
boyhood, Rummel had 
been in and out of the 
construction business, 
so. in the town of 
Rochester. Vermont. 
the Robert E. Rummei 
Construction Co. was 
founded. In the 
beginning there was 
little more than · a 
name. 

chance on a \'et who 
has had a tough time . 
ii a \'et doesn 't know ... 
tht- ropes or he's 
hangmg on them. the 
n · LP is thei<e to 
counsel and to oiler the • 
kmd of undt:rstanding 
that's meanmgful. 

As Bob savs. ··I 
\Hilted a long \\hie tor 
a program like this to 
c11n1t: along . !\ow 
Wl'. .rl' helping lost ' 
, l'tl'rans to t'inallv find 
themseln.>s ... · 

it' s not unlike a 
woundtd G.L 
stumbling through the 
iungie . bll·eding to 
<tL·ath . iookmg h>r help. 
UniY tu<.lav tilt· medic 
:11 tl1 u,1i1 s·1,1 twn 1s Bob 
R u11. ml'i .1 
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· · 8 Th~inas w ·Pauken · path. The medics did th~ the name. . Fc1gg1nger-Auer, seven -tiir~tion of ACTION res.t. Had t~e station not _Any~me, who ,has given up VVLPdirectors. and ni~e 

. _ , _ - . ~ been where 1t was, ~umme~ city hfe kn?~s there_ are A~TJ~N volunteers, be 11 
. . would .not have survived .. • large and difficult adJust- · , bulld1tig a st~cture based 

· Often -it s~ems. there's a , · . · ments to make. Not the least · on mutual-aid, making Viet-
__ h_tq4~:q __ pµr_pose ¼ _.luck. _In · .. _ After Bob returned home, of which is earning a living nam vets an · identifiable 
, ,Vietnam, Bo)? R~mmel wa_s and . attended the in a rural commu~ity.•T<><;{a~ ;, • gtoµp with _gra~ ,roots sup-
-:with the l0~st Airborne D1- Georgetown School of-In-i : the Rummel Construction port. If a Y.ietnam vet has a 

vision. A inember of a · ternational Relations, it apJ . Company employes five business, he· takes a chance 
machine gun crew, ·he and peared a politifal careeii .. _neighbors during . the hard on a vet who has had a tough 

. his fellow-gunner, for no · was in the offing: However( . winter months and 10to15in time: If afvet doesn't.Jmow 
particular teason, decided · · afiet his wife, Marion,. ha~ the summer. In the last three the ropes or _bets hanging on 
to .change positions. NQ their first child, Erin, theYi years, -Bob has tripled the them, the VVLP i's there,'to 

. sooner had . they do.ne so begain t~ think in terms . of company'.s size and earning counsel and to offer the kind 
· than a misfired U.S. artil- the kind . of future they' power. · · · · of . understanding that~s 
· lery rourid hit and -instantly · wanted. The result was a · A member of the volun-: meaningful. As Bob says, "I . 
.. killed Rummel's buddy. look-see visit to Vermontin; · teer fire department, a citi- waited a long while for a 

Dazed, ,.Jmowing he was • 197~ . ."What they say · theyj zen whose company per- program like this to come 
wounded·, · Rummel began · liked; and a year later the~ forms volunteer services for . 1.tlong. Now we're helping 
looking for a medical aid : took the plunge. Since boy~ the town, Bob 'Rumm.el is a , lost veterans to finaliy firi.d 
station. His.hand felt for the hood, Rummel had been i~ volunteer in another capac- themselves... · · ' 
wound in his throat, .and it and out of the constructio · ity that ties in directly to It's not uilltke a wounded 
was then he realized hi·s . business; so in the tow~ o . that day in Vietnam 13years G.I. stumbling _througb the 
jugular vein had -been se- ) Rochester, Verm~>nt, thei ago. He is the Chairman of junf_le, bleeding to -death, . 
vered. He -attempted to cut · Ro,b~rt E. Rummel Con·., the Vermont Vietnam Vete- ·looking for help. Only today 

. off th! ~l~ing w,tth his fin~ . . _\·•s!r~~tto~ , Comp an_~ ~~_sl · . rans Lea~~r.~h~p _Program. the medic in tile ai_d statio¾ 
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·Good··-News·~ ·Report'· \A. . . ' . . . 
By Thomas W.. Pauken - · Anyope who has given up 
Direction of ACTION -city life knows there. are 

Often it see mi, -there's. a finge . and difficult adjust­
hidden p.urpose to lue:k. In ments to make. Not the least 
Vietnam; Bob Rummel was of which is earning -~ living 
with the 101st Airborne Di- - i-n a rural community. roday 
vision. A member of a the R.umro.el Construction 
machine gu_n crew, he .and : Company employes five 
his fellowfgunner; · fo.r .no . n~ighb9rs during the hard 

. particular reason, decided _ \\linter mo.nths and 10 to 15 in · 
:to change pos.itions. No the summer. In the last three 
soo.ner __ had t}l,ey don~_ so years, Bob has tripled the 
than a misfired U.S. artil- ·· company's si'ie arid earning 
lery round hit and .instantly power. 
killed Rummel's buddy. . .· A member of the volun­
Dazed, knowing he was i teer fire c;lepartment, a citi­
wounded, Rummel began · zen .·whose com.pany per­
looking for a medical aid for:ms volunteer services for 
station. His hand felt for the · the town, Bob Rummel -is a 
wound in his throat, and it . volunteer in another ·capac­
w as then he reaiized . his Uy that _ties in . directly to 
jugular vein had b~en se- . that d_ay in Vietnam 13 years 
ve:red. He attempte.4 to c.ut· : ~o. He is the Chairman of 
off the bleeding with his .fin-,. the Vermont Vietnam Vete­
gers. Again luck placed ari " r.ftns Leadership Program. 
aid station directly .. in. hia,-:'t-· -J:\s s1,1ch, with the aid of Pro-
pa th. The medics did the ject . · Dire~tor Bill 
re.st. Had the _station not. _ Fagging_er-Auer, seven 
been where it was, RumJT:1.el . VVLP .directors and nine 
would not have survived. ,. · · ACTION volunteers, he is 

After Bob returned home · building a structure based 
and , attended the on mutual aid·, making Viet­
Georgetown School· of In- nam vets an identifiable 
ternational, Relations, i,t ap- group with _grass roots sup­
peared a politifal career port .. If a Vietnam vet has a 
was in the offing. However, business, he takes a. chance 
after his ,wife, Marion; had : on a vet who has·had a-tough· 
their first child, Erin, they time. If a vet doe·sn't know 
begain to think in terms -of . .the ropes or he's hanging on 
the kind of future t,bey. them, . the VVLP .is there to 

:•wanted. ~ The ·result .was a _ counsel and to offer the kind 
look-see visit to Vermont in . of ,-understanding that's 
1974. What _they say ·they ,:::m.eaningful. As Bob says, .,,I · 
~iked, and a year laterthey : .. waited. a_ long· while for a 
took the plunge. Since -boy~ . program · like this to come 
l}ood, Rummel had been. in :: along._: J~·ow w-e'r:e 1 helping 
and out of the construction .. lost petei-ans- to finally .find 
business; so in the. town of themselves.'.' . . 
Rochester, _ Vermont, the . _ Ifs not unlike~ wounded 
Robert E . . Rummel Con- .- G.I. stumbling through the 
struction .Company · ·was junglf;?, bleedine ·tQ. death, 
fonnded. In the beginnina: .- looking for ~~lp. Only today 
there was tittle more than· the-~ic:..bttbe.:aid s_tation . 
thl!. n~e_. _____________ - --~Bob Rummel. · .... - - .. ·--- --·--·- --- --
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veteran rode ·with luck 
lh Thomas Pauken 
Director of ACTIO:\ 
ll t:en I! ,-;eem~ 

lht·•e ·s a hidden 
1 " ·; ose to it1t'k . 

!n Vietnam. Bob 
Hummel was with the 
:nJst Airborne 
1)1 n~1on . A mt'mi:>er of 
,1 machine gun (Tew . 

~w and his 
fc-linw-gunner. tor no 
pa:·t:cuiar n.:,1~011 . 
dcT1ded t•· chwlJ.:t' 
pos1t1ons. \o soon,•• · 

h,, d tht>v done so than a 
m1,-;fln:rl l' S. artillery 
round l11t and instantly 
kil led Rummel's 
buddv. 

Vaied. knowing he 
Wils wound~. 
Hummel bega1: 
lovking for a medica, 
aid station. His hand 
tell for the wound in his 
thmat. and it was then 
he realized his jugular 
\'Cm had been sen:red. 
He attempted to cut off 
the bleeding with hi~ 
fingers . Again luck 
pl.ieeti an aic! stc1llon 
directly in his path . 
The medics did the 
rt-~t. Had the station 
noi been where it was. 
Rummel would not 
ha\·e survived . 

Arter Bob returl'lt-t: 
home and attended the 
Georgetown School of 
lrlfernational Rela­
tums . it appeared a 
nol!tical career was in 
iht· offing. However. 
:ittt•r his wife. Marion. 
hiid their first c h1lrl 

Anvone who l·:is 
given up city life knows 
there are large ;111d 
d1tl1cult adjustments 
to make. Not the least 
or which is earning a 
11,·ing in a rural 
('ommunity . Today the 
Rummel Construdion 
Companyemplo\' , ... :e 
111 • _· hbors durm~ ;ia 

h,trcl winter n11.- ;:hs 
and JU to 15 in th<~ 
!-l!:1;mt:r. In the las t 
!hrt·<: wars. Bob t-,a.­
tripll-'ct" the comr;:m:, ·" 
sizt: anci e,. n ,11 ., 
power. 

A mem~er ,,, :h, 
rnlunteer fire c..:p:1:·t ­
ment.a ci;izen who~e 
company per,urms 
\'ldunteer sc-t viee~ 
:,,, the town. Lu~ 
Rummel is a \'Oluntt--e, 
in another capac1tl 
that ties in directlv tu 
that dav in \'iemari1 13 
years ago. He is the 
Chdirman of the 
\ u mont \'ietnam 
\'t:ttrans Ltadershtp 
Program. 

As such. with the aid 
ot Project Director 
B1ii Fagginger-Auer. 
st-, en \'VLP directors 
and nine ACTION 
\ lJlm1teers . he is 

Erin . they began '" hu1ldmg a structure 
think in terms of the iw,.,,· on mutu!il aid . 
kind of future thev 11 :,,k111g \'1etnam vets 
wanted. · a11 ,dentitiable group 

The result was :• Wit fl grass roots 
look-se:e visit w'tv, support 
Vermont in 19i4. What ' · 
they saw they liked, 
and a year later they 
took the plunge. Since 
boyhood, Rummel had 
been in and out of the 
construction business. 
so . in the town of 
Rochester. Vermont. 
the Robert E . Rummel 
Construction Co. was 
founded . In the 
beginning there was 
little more than a 
name. 

It a \'1l•t11c1111 \·et has 
a bu,-mt·;,s _ hl· liikt·s a 
d1anu· on ;i , ,·I whu 
h;,, had a tough tmw. 
ii a n:t duesn t know 
lht· rnpt·s 01 he ·~ 
lwngmg on thl'm . lht· 
\'\ LP I!- therl' tu 
n,u11stl and to ,,t tl·I' tl>l· 

kl!ll! of Llll(ll-r,-1,111d11;.1 
thilt ·" mtan111gtu i · 

A.~ Bob sa,·~- --1 
w,,ltl'cl a long w·h!lt- tor 
a pr.,gram likt· this to 
c-1111,L· iliong . :\o,, 
\lt.- ll · lll'lp111g lw,l 
\ ,_; , -1w1s t,, t 111allv rind 
tiH·lllSt·in·" . 

it s rn,t unitkt· ,, 
"11t1 mt,:d G. i 
,-11:111l;i111g tl11 Ot:1,!h tl,t 
ll :l:;.,tl' . bit ·l'(illl_t.: 1 .. 
ll, ·;,tll , ;,,1,l-.111L.: IOI 11,·iJ• 
l 1111\ 11,d,t\ ti ,, l11l 0d11 

· : ; : ,·~ \: l1J<f :--
0

il1: 111n 1~ Boi, 
f ; !. i 1.:l :L·i 
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BOB .POLUNSKY'S 
FLICKER FOOTNOTES 
HEROES IN 1982? 
THEY DON'T.GET RESPECT 

. We need some heroes. It's not that there 
aren't any available. It's that we ha\'en't put 
today's heroism in perspective. What's lack­
ing ls respect. If we felt it, It would show in 
our movies. It always has. 

We found heroes during the Depression 
days. We had Errol Flynn, Doug Fairbanks Jr. 
Tyrone Power an·d · •· ~"'.:·· • 
other swashbucklers.•• . . ~- . . ... . 
Tben World War ll pulJ", .. • 1 • 

those same heroes In ;> •:, · · 
modern uniforms. We · · 
clapped. We yelled. We 
showed respect. It was 
the patriotic thing to 
do, and movies played a 
major role in unifying 
the country. 

Then we had to 
change. The Germans 
and the Japanese · ) 
changed from "enemy" " -.,. <; 
to "friend". The movies •[ · ti. -- .. _ 
had to modify those . · _ < · . 
images and re-route the · . --~ __ ' _ , · 
public's feelings. We · -~ -. · · 
also had to find some RICHARD PRYOR 
bad guys over here to Oiffer~nt hero 
be "democratic" about it all. So there went 
the old-fashioned hero image. It was no long­
er cut and dried. Besides, TV was showing us 
in drastic close-ups what the horrors of war 
really were. TV made Korea and Vietnam 
real. The never-never land of the movies 
faded. ·So did the audience. Hollywood 
blamed television for taking away its audi­
ence and. in truth, it did. "But only because 
TV ~ontrasted "realism" with "innocence", 
and "innocence" was something the public 
wouldn't buy any more. When there was a 
good story to tell, there was a good movie to 
be had. The public still bought tickets to see a 
good show. They still do. But the show has to 
be worth it. 

I 
<;;J..JJ ,A,,...rn:,Jd), TX. 

, THE LIGHT 4/2~/82 

TODAY SECTION 

And that brings us back to the Idea ot 
heroism. The Korean and Vietnam Wars were 
sore points with the public so Hollywood 
down-played the honest etforts of servicemen 
to survive those traumatic events. Regar.dless 
ot the .. right .. of those wars. there were sol­
diers. sailon and pilots who came from 
homes right next door to the average movie­
goer. They deserve respect, yet Hollywood 
hasn't put It in tbe right perspective. 

We do have movies like "Some Kind of 
Hero" with Richard Pryor doing his comedy 
act In response to the problems of the war's 
aftermath. Playing a veteran ls a different 
kind of role for Pryor. He ls funny in the 
show, but the situations are tragic. Bill Stens­
land, Director of the Vietnam Veterans Lead­
ership program which alms to Improve the 
public's Image of the Vietnam veteran, said: 
"I was appalled at 'Some Kind of Hero', 
Young people seeing lt won't be aware of the 
seriousness of the situations and wort't take 
ihe problems of the veteran seriously." J 

Stensland said we aren't showing respect 
for · the veteran's problems today. Calling 
them "wrong" doesn't take ~way the prob­
lems the veteran has, and those problems 
have not reached the perspective of humor­
ous acceptance. That's a different stage. First 
comes acknowledgment, and that means 
recognJtlon of the heroics of·survival itself. 

Wlll Rogers once said that "we can't all be 
heroes," and even today's veterans realize 
that. Rogers also said "Somebody has to sit 
on the curb and clap as they go by." Well, we 
used to applaud more of our movies. too. 

· (Bob Polunsky's Flicker Footnotes" is 
beard weekends at 11:30 a.m. over KQXT­
-nf:"."Stereo·l02.)'■· ·-- ·- · -· · - '" -· ··· 
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· ck Eilert, a U.S. Marine Corps veteran, has written a 
book hat: is going to be published next year by William 
Morrow and Company. it's called.Three South, and its title 
is taken from the nlmle of the hospital ward Rick was on 
when he returned, badly wounded, from Vietnam in 1968. 
He hadn't planned to be a writer, but in those first months 
on Three South he found, like everyone o. n the ward\.. that it 
was impossible to communicate with those outside. ~ of 
it was wondering why he had survived while his buddies 
were still fighting in Nam. Part of it was the failure of the 
American public to support or to understand the sacrifice 
the Rick Eilerts had made for their country. And so, for 
reuons of therapy, . he began to write about life and 
reflections on "the dirty orthopedic ward" --called. dirty 
because all those on it were suffering from festering, open 
wounds and bone damage; mo~ of them no more than 
twenty years old. · 

When Rick left the naval hospital !lt Great Lakes, ID., 
rated as 100 per.cent physically disabled with chronic bone 
disease and shrapnel still in his body, he was not disabled in 
his mind or in his desire to make a start. The writing he put 
aside. Later, he was to observe; "In addition to the hostile 
social attitudes encountered by the Vietnam veteran ... he 
also found employment hard to find, but for the returning 
disabled veteran, finding a job was almost impossible." 

For Rick it was. So in spite of the leg brace, the 
difficulty in getting around with partially paralyzed anns, 
he went to Europe and found work in several countries. In 
Spain he began to write again. · 

Ever since high school, there had been a girl name 
Cheryl. Following Vietnam, they had separated because, as 
he said, "You can't expect a 20-year-old girl to go around 
with an 85-year-old-man." In time, they narrowed the age 
gap and were married.It was Cheryl who encouraged him to 
write, who worked when he attended college, who was 
there when he had to have additional operations-Cheryl 
who is always there, the mother of their four-year-old 
daughter, and soon-to be the mother of their second child. 

'There was also Bill Ccrson, a Marine veteran of three 
wars, a colonel in Vietnam. a bolwark of strength who 
w.- in touch. A professional writer of note, Corson re.d 
Rick"s manusajpt and was instrmnenta1 in putting in into 
the of a publisher. And sp, 11lree South is coming ou1 
early next year. Meanwhile, its author is the Chicag( 
project director for ACTIO s Vietnam Veterans Leader­
ship Program. "We face two major challenges," he says . 
.. One is to erase the stereotype image of the Vietnan 
veteran as a loser, and the other is to extend a helping hanc 
to fellow veterans in need of employment and hope." 

It's a special job for a special guy ... a veteran namet 
. Rick Eilert. 
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f;oodNews Report 
From Action 

BY: Thomas W. Pauken 
Director of ACTION 

Rick Eilert, a U.S. Marine Corps veteran, has written a 
book that is going to be published next year by Wtlliam 
Morrow and Company. it's called Three South, and its title 

· is taken from the name of the hospital ward Rick was on 
when he returned, badly wounded, from Vietnam in 1968. 
He hadn't planned to be a writer, but in those first months 
on Three South he found, like everyone on the ward, that it 
was impossible to communicate with those outside. Part of 
it_ was wondering why he had survived while his buddies 
were still fighting in Nam. Part of it was the failure of the 
American public to support or to understand the sacrifice 
the Rick Eilerts had made for their country. And so, for 
reuons of therapy, he began to write about life and 
reflections on "the dirty orthopedic ward" --called dirty 
because all those on it were.__ suffering from festering, open 
wounds and bone damage; most of them no more than 
twenty years old. 

When Rick left the naval hospital at Great Lakes, m .. 
rated as 100 percent physically disabled with chronic bone 
disease and shrapnel still in his body, he was-not disabled in 

~ his _mind or in his desire to make a ,start. The writing he put 
' aside. Later, he was to observe: "In addition to the hostile 
> !IOcial attitudes encountered by the Vietnam veteran ... he 
a also found employment hard to find, but for the returning 

disabled veteran, finding a job was almost impossible." 
~ For Rick it was. So in spite of th~ leg brace, the 

difficulty in getting around with partially paralyi.ed arms, 
he went to Europe and found work in aeveral countries. In 
Spain. he began to write again. 

> Ever since high school, there had been a girl name 
Cheryl. Following Vietnam, they had separated because, as 

e· he said, "You can't expect a 20-year-old girl to go around 
- . with an 85-year-old-man." In time, they narrowed the age 

gap and were married.It was Cheryl wbo encouraged him to 
- write, who worked when he attended college, who was 
5 there when he had to have additional operations--Cheryl 
- who is always there, the mother of their four-year-old 

daughter, and 900n to be the mother of their second child. 
There was also Bill Corson, a Marine veteran of three 

wars, a colonel in Vietnam, a bulwark of strength who 
- keeps in touch. A professional writer of ~ote, ~rso? ~ad 

Rick's manUSCJ.:ipt and was instrumental m puttmg m mto 
the hahds of a publisher. And so, Three South is comin~ out 
early next year. Meanwhile, its author is the Chicago 
project director for ACTION's Vietnam Veterans ~ader­
ship Program. "We face two major challenges," he says. 
"One is to erase the stereotype image of the Vietnam 

• veteran as a loser, and the other is to extend a helpin! hand 
, to fellow veterans in need of employment and hope. , 
a It's a special job for a special guy ... a veteran named 

Ri.dt men.. 
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tnllAI STENSLAND . 
.-'Conclusion was disturbing' . ' . . 

t 'WE OWE VIET 
~VETS RESPECT' 
I 
; 0a Ju. SI, The Light publlshed Joseph 
,j,_ ~.fllyusli;J'• 'America Owes Moat Viet-
am Veterans Nothing." Thla la u answer · 
t!t ·tW_ article by WWlam .C. ~-· 
htor ot tbe San Antonio Vietnam Veter~"· 
us LeadershJp Program. Be clalma tut 
l'ftA tJlough ~ article "contained several 
valid and lnterestJng points, the conclulon, 
aempUfled _by the heacm.. la ndler dla- ... 
~ .. ,. ' . · . 

av WIWAM c. stENsi:AND ·, ·: ·, : ; ~:- ... 
~ ,, Even soldier, and especlaily ~ose who 

-- eve llono.rably In combat.. IS. owed at least 
the respect of his nation's citizenry. This Is 
particularly true when in a democratic na­
tion such as ours a few bear the burden of 
fighting for the rights Qt the many. During. 
the vtetnam War, our soldiers fought for 
the tights of the few who violently protest-
ed against the war. . . 

.. The naysayers _ will cry that their pro-
tests during Xietman War were agaJnst : _ 
the governm not the soldier. These nay-
sayers of today were then getting post­

_graduate degrees during the week and 
Inciting protesters to riot during the week­
end throughout the war. any soldier 
how freely he felt to ?falk 1D uniform 
among a crowd of anti-war protesters In 
his own country. and he's apt to re ;pond 
that he felt more ~mfortable in the jungle 
of Vietnam. 

_ Too of~n returning Vi.~tnam veterans, 
particularly those who were returning 

·,. w ithin the medical evacuation system, 
: found. that the closer they got to bollle, the 

_ ~• .~pecta~y they were treated . . The 
•ltory of the mafmed veteran being. told 
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"you deserve It" Is neither apocryphal nor ·, 

,:~t·-~~~7, ~~- ~ 
·'··tt· Jose ... Ph ~ebyansky. sarcastically 

N_: _ . Jo~ ... ,);M~ "ve~raa. wbl) re-
-, ._. /'~Oiilt~ nat':ib~"'. .lfe lumptlbe.) 

:. ,. .. - ,, nep~ . d\s&bled (b~lnd, paralyzed. 
: r~ll;t~) !fl .t► 0 tho1e who . got cuts, 
•. · etratclit!a· tll' br'1lses. or a temporary ring-
. Ing In the ears." 

l t\tf'IM amnbet of vetetans· • wounded' · 111 -
.· . V.etiwn was approximately twice the fig. 

ui,e dt 3d by R~yansky . .More Importantly, 
. 1, '.am· C!rW~: ~'-~; cuts.: 1M;:ritc~ ~- · dl4 

.: .. ~ fl~,f,>' .~o.'1e ~ ~ conslde~ u ~v~ 
. W, ~ ... ..;_,9'fllda Dot mortai.: · · · I • 

;. -~ it Uiai ~mi·tlit.c:ue, t11i1fec)1nl1£s ~ 
.non veterans woutct bave"been awarded aii 
~m1tec1 n•'.ber o1 ~ -.~ :(Ii Re:- · 
.byansky spent 12 montlii Iii Vietnam and 
w~ never cut scratched or bruised. be la 
indeed a unlq~ Vietnam combat veteran.) 

On the other hand, if Rehyansky's thesis 
I, ~ect. then roughly 85 percent of those 
wliQ served tn· VIetnam deserVe "noddng. • 
I wonder bow many. of the 8 mllHon men · 
who volunteered to serve during the Viet, · ·. 
nam War would have volunteered bad they· 
known that 85 percent of them would de­
serve "notblng" for their service? The all 
volunteer J()r~ w9uJd have ~n bOtn 10 
years earlier without the necessity of con­
gressional' legis_latlon: ,·.,·v ' •~ ._;: .r\J 

Rehyansky_ disparages, the . relJtl\lely\ 
small number. of ~nteflts: wti,o aminpt.":·. 

. ·to fo,::us the publk:'a .. atteiitlon on'tb.e .pli&)at •,. 
of ' Vietnam ,vetetana. ·J. wboleheaftedly ·y 

. •~ with him, The vast majority of us are .:~ 
n.ot :c1ope · addicted alcobollc · itmebombl t;: 
waiting to explode, nor are we pla<:afd. .,·. · 
bearing protesters. 



. , , l (urther agree with_ R~yansky that the 
teJevl.$lon documentiry ."Frank: A Vietnam 
Veteru" was the product of ·breast-beating 
by malcontented Vietnam · ~eterana. While 

· they seek media attention, the media la all 
too eager to focus on our "pllgbt." Senaa­
tionallsm apparently sells better than suc-
cess stories. . . . 

-:. ._. Rehyansty' continues, saying that 
"every specific, legitimate complaint of 
Vietnam veterans can and should be equita­
bly disposed of." Those who were perma­
nently disabled should be cared for ~ tat..;. ; · .. 
payers' . expense. for the r.est of their lives. , • 

· ·Those temporarily disabled should be reba-l_~ · 
bilitated, again at public expense.. : · -: .-; 
:.:i Here,c--1· also agree. Unfortunat~ly, .: the~-~ 
Veterans Adnilillstr11tioo la - lacapable ·'. of j 
handling the legitimate demands made• of ,. 
tt: Its bureaucracy la tdo ·1arge; too well•• ··;::· 
trenched. Hence;· even those wno accordlna : 

'. td Rehyansky d~~rve creat.inent often can- · -~ 
· DOt readily receive It. ·, ,j : '. • . •. , · 

· · •· Frequently dorlni ·1be · paat 1everal 
montbi I have listened to Vietnam veterans 

. complahi tbat "tbe VA ls Impossible." The 
government has pledged Its support to ·tbe 
veteran, but usually does everything In ltl 
bureaucratic power to discourage tbe 
veteran from claiming that which Re­
hyansky describes as "gifts" (I.e., educa­
tional benefits, civil service examination 
points, follow-up medical and dental care. 
re-employment rights and government-se-
c:ured loans). . , . . .. ,;. . . 

Even case officers of the ~!sabled Ameri­
can Veterans, probably the most effective and 
revered of all veterans associations, have com­
plainc.d to me of the endless delays Involved 
in processing claims through: I the Veterans 
Administration. According to Rehyansky'1 
argument, the veteran who seep the various 
"gifts" available to him apparently should 
shrug hJs shoulders and walk ~way whenever 
he is confronted with this sort of bureaucratic 
barrier. ·, 

I disagree. Our nation, as well as all na­
tions throughout history, always has reward­
ed its warriors for their contribution to both 
national defense and domestic tranquility. 
What Rehyansky describes as1 "gifts" are in 
fact prom!sed rewards for gambling one's life 
or limb voluntarily to defend the right of all 
the other citizens to live In accordance with 
our nation's Ideological stsndards. 

Herein an Irony abides in Rehyansky's 
argument. The very people who deserve our 
nation's full support face a nearly Impassable 
roadblock in seeking that which Is owed 
t!lem. Too often this results In that which Re­
byansky deplores - discontent. These former 
soldiers then become easy prey for the en­
treaties of "semi-professional Vietnam veter­
ans" who are organized, however loosely, to 
generate media attention. 

Rehyansky's argument concerning benefits 
i specious. My first reaction to his article 
\\"as that he ls one of the bitter veterans about 

whom he complalna. Were I qualified to do 
so, I would suggeat that Rehyansky suffers 
from that which he adhors - post trauma 
stress syndrome. His argument falls mostly 
because of . the bitterness with which he 
makes It. 

One of the main problems among all Viet­
nam (and Vietnam-era) veterans both then 
and now is that respect for the soldier began 
to dwindle with the first media coverage of 
an anti-war protest. Those protesters could 
not spit on or hit at the president; so Instead 
they picked an easy target - the soldier. 

With the end of the war, even the usual 
"peacetime" respect for the soldier failed to · 
emerge. Finally, respect for the soldier was 
virtually layed to rest wben President Carter, 
as one of bis first official acts, Issued his par• 
don to deserters and draft dodgers (and then 
began taking them Into the highest positions 
In government!). 

If we Vietnam veterans deserve one com­
plaint, this Is It: Our nation lost respect for Its 
soldiers while those soldiers were performing 
the very acts which for centuries had hereto­
fore earned the highest respect among citizens 
of all nations, Including our own. 

Why was that respect lost? It was lost be­
cause a small, rich, vocal group of anti-war 
Intellectuals captured the attention of the na­
tlon 's media. In the process of vllifylng our 
government, this group, Its followers and the 
media pinpointed the soldier as its easiest tar• 
get. 

To Rehyansky I say we are owed some-



... 

thing. we are owed the respect stolen from u, 
by the handfull of cowards who used the aol­
dler as Its whipping boy. Restore to ua that 
respect traditionally granted returning warri­
ors and I think the effectiveness of the small 
groups of semi-professional Vietnam veteran 
malcontents wlll soon dwindle. 

Statistics on veterans are easily come by. 
All of us are "In a computer" somewhere. Ap­
proximately 2.5 mllllon of us are "Vietnam 
veterans." I would !Ike to see a statistical 
analysis of 2.5 million non-servicemen from 
the Vietnam-era, with emphasis placed on the 
Individual's participation In anll-war, pro­
drug, pro-hippie, anti-government activities. 

The average soldier serving In Vietnam 
was 19 (as compared to the World War II aol­
dier's average age of 26). It must have been 
traumatic for the soldier to travel alone, with• 
out his comrades, from rice paddy to luxury 
hotel to rice paddy within a five-day period. 
Although all soldiers were "men" In combat 
situations, few were mature enough to handle 
the emotional experlence'. iof traveling from 
hell to heaven and back again to hell within 
five days. · , 

Finally, Rehyansky ~s that "those of us 
who came back hale and hearty, !Ike me (Re­
hyansky), and most of the rest of us, are 
owed nothing." With thl!! I adamantly disa­
gree. The pride and professionalism of a na­
tion's military force derives from the respect 
shown it by the cltlzenrt. During peacetime 
that respect Is not so evident as during war­
time, yet It Is still there. 1 

Generally, i must' con'ress· that 'f share Re­
hyansky'1 views concerning the Vietnam 
veteran malcontents. We do not need to 
emphasize the serious problems of a few of 
us. Somewhere there exists an organization 
capable of resolving virtually all problems of 
all veterans who honestly deserve and want 
help. Vietnam veterans do not need to use 
protest tactics to ensure their rights. Our 
pride and professionalism should preclude us 
from resorting to such tactics. 

On the other hand, I can sometimes sympa­
thize with the protesters for their antics be· 
cause of their frustrations. I don't agree with 
their methods, however. Instead of protesting 
their loss of rights or prlvlleges, I suggest. 
they Implore the American public to restore to 
them the most valuable asset of any nation's 
military force - respect. 

The debt our nation owes Its Vietnam 
veterans, and all veterans, was eloquently de­
scribed by President Reagan on Nov. 10, 1981, 
during his announcement · of the Vleti:iain 

· Veterans Leadership Program. 'l'he , president ~ 
reminded us that "mllllons of young Amer!- · 
cans, when they were called upon, did their 
duty and demonstrated courage and dedication 
in the finest tradition of the American mili­
tary In a war they were not allowed to win ... 
We should always remember that In a hostile 
world a nation's future Is only as certain as 
the devotion of its defenders, and the · nation 
must be as loyal to them as they are to the 
nation."■ 
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. G-R_od News Report 
l,y Th1a W. ;.lel q · to-five job with a beer waiting for him 
Dlr~tor of ACTION at the end of the day. . 

The David L: Huffman Story Two things happened. He couldn't 
Dave Huffman of Wilmington, Del., find employment, and at a dance he 

claims he was such a poor student he, met Sharon Ann. 
fiwiked out of kindergarten. Maybe "She turned the world around for 
ao. He didn't have much going for him' 
then; a messed up home life and eight me," he said. She ~onvinced him to go 

back to school, and with the VA 
years in an orphanage. He· didn't benefits due from his military service, 
finish high school, dropping out in the he did so. He was the first blind 
10th grade. student to earn not one but two 

When he was 19, he enlisted in the degrees from Wilmington College - in 
Marines. That was Nov. 1967, and in behavioral science and in criminal 
April 1968 he arrived in Vietnam as a justice. He was also the first blind 
combat rifleman. On Sept. 29, a day student to graduate from Delaware 
he'll never forget, he was booby Law School. Soon, he'll be taking his 
trapped. When he ·woke up in the· bar exams, and he plans to specialize 
hospital at Da Nang, he was blind. in international law. 
That was the beginning ·of the bad Right now he's a program planner 
newa, and it got worse. in the New · Vietnam Veterans 

He came home to find he really Leadership Program, sponsored by 
wasn't wanted, not as a veteran, not ACTION, the national volunteer 
with his disability which was too ~ 
much of an inconvenience for those · agency. The purpose of the program 
around him to handle. The future is one of aid, from veterans to 
looked extremely bleak, but Dave was veterans, whatever the need may be. 
not willing to accept defeat. "I knew! Dave has definite ideas on ways to 
had to turn my life around," he said. approach employers, ideas that are 
"And I knew I had to rely on my innovative and different. "You've got 
head." to accentuate the positive," ·he says, 

He entered the Hines VA and he's living proof of that axiom. 
Rehabilitation Ce,1ter in Chicago, ill., Recently, when he met Ronald 
to learn to adjust and how to cope in a Reagan, he told the President it 
world of darkness. The course was wouldn't be too long before a Vietnam ' 
scheduled to last four months; for veteran took over the White House · 
David it lasted six. He passed his high job. He didn't name himself as a 
school equivalency and was making candidate, but with all his ac­
steady progress when he was in an complishments at 33, which include a 
automobile accident which left him brown belt in Judo, don't rule him out. 
with a broken back, paralyzed from David L. Huffman has come a long 
the neck down. He wasn't about to way since he dropped out of school. 
quit, wasn't going to be left lying flat. 1 He has the kind of spirit and courage 
He began lifting weights in bed. . ~d outlook that our · country has 
Determination combined with medical . always dtipended on. He's the father 
treatment put him back on his feet. , of three children, and when he's 

Bat now what to do? 1 asked how he has come so far so fast, 
,At first, he figured he'd be content · he answers quietly, "Sharon Ann. 

with unskilled work, not demanding ; With love and kindness you can go as 
much of himself or of anybody; a nine- ', far as you want." 
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Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 

. On 10 November President Reaaan 
announced .Jhe establishment of the 
Vic1nam Veterans Leadership Pro-
11am. San Antonio wu selected u one 
or five cities to start the rroaram: 
cven1u1lly there will be fifty cities 
selected throuahout the nation . 

The San Antonio Vietnam Leader• 
ship proaram is an incorporated, non­
profit organization. It will receive a 
1rant of some $50,000 per year for 
1hrcc years from ACTION. The 
volunteer chairman is Mr. John D. 
Baines, the president or John D. 
Baines Propertin, Inc. or San An­
tonio. The volunteer director ii Mr. 
William C. Stensland, a retired 
Marine who resides in Austin, Texu. 
The ·~r1aniza1ion has one employee, 
~fr: -~iih. H:irriS:-,,lio-:17t, :,\· mrl. 
secrc1ar~-. and .idmini,1ra1iw .iid . 

The rroara·m · hu t\ll0 10,11- . f'in1 , 

to prO\·ide profeuional ani1taocc 10 
Vietnam \'ctcrans by coordinatin1 
capabilities of cxis1in1 1overnmen1 
and priv11e or11ni11tions. Mos1 Im­
portant in this reaard is thlt lhc pro-
1r1m 5ttkl lhe rime and effort or 
fellow Vietnam veterans who have the 
resource to provide technical and pro­
fessional strvices on a volunteer buis 
to those amon1 us who lack the 
knowled&c or ability to resolve per­
sonal or business-rehired problems. 

Oor second 101I is to up1rade the 
public's imaae or the Vietnam veteran. 
The various media too frequently have 
concent rated on the few less fortunate 
amona u.s ho have not been able to 
cope ' th emotional, economic, or 
legal probkm.s. If one among us is 
rublicim:I for • part icular achie\'C• 
~ru , 1 lea.st cmpha.sized aspect (\f 
his carrier is scnic:e in Vietnam. The 
rcvcrst wu true 1 &tJ!eration a,o. SB• 

Yiu in World ar II or >corn •-u a d 
re.mains I revcre·d symbol. Servi« in 
Vietnam was and st ill is so cthin1 to 
be hidden or do ngradeo. This is 
1otally unfa ir and should no1 be · 
tolerated . Hidina or dencaratina str­
vice to one's country is anathema 10 
1hc American ethic. · 

• 
From I more pracliCal scandpoinl, 

some ten or twenty years rrom now the 
Vietnam veteran may be the backbone 
of all the numerous veterans or11niza-
1ions in this country. It will be Viet­
nam veterans who win be actively 
pushin1 for Federal and State support 
ror all our nation's veterans. 

Yes, If the American pub(ic con­
tinues 10 view the V~tnam veteran as 
an alcoholic, dope addict~. war craz­
ed walkini time bomb wai1in1 to ex• 
plode, then whatever clout veterans 
organizations have today will soon 
dissipate in 1eomctrical proponion. 

Our messaac to the American public 
is that the vast majority or us arc nor­

_. m a I. middle-class, - next-door 
neiahbors. We 10 t~ work rc1utarly, 
whether ln -l.cvia and T-shirt or coat 
uddc,_~c--.bcalCllarwha.wt 
lowe our children, wt lO to cllllrch. • 
vote, and putidpe&c iua ■ ab,- af. 
fain. • 

Yes, a small minority among u~ 
have had and still ha,·c a areat many 
problems. The resl or us ·lia\'c pro­
blems,_ too, but we resolve them in 
logical, l'Onventional ways. 

Ar \he same lime, a much lar1er 
minority amon1 us arc hi1hly suc:• 
cessful in our rcckl or endeavor, 
whether it be proressional, political,' 
businrss, or tradc-oricntcd. 

For the rc,t of us. the: va~I majority 
• •·e. too arc hillhl>· ,uw,·,\ful in uur 
own rifht. We m.a)· all tit' h,--,fdn1 fnr, 
ward to our nci,t promo1ion or pay 
raise, but w 1<,o is the va,1 majority of 
the_ '.'-n1crican public. -- - ·.-

.... .. ____,, \ 
. /::f.cs,. ~C?P.!t!.~~--~'~..!!vs....syc~ .R! 
· '" n1any nr ui, th\.' Anwrkar• ruhlic is 
i ,·ontinually humharucd " ·ith th,• •ar 

,·ra,cd wt,•ran ima(I\.' th.ii ha, l\(c:onr,· 
••criM,-r,kal or us . Unlc5' this in11it' i~ 
c:han1cd,.lhc Amcric:an \·ctcran is 10-
in1 to face a Iona dry spell or an inat-
1en1ive public and an unrcsronsive· 
Conarcu. Patriotism and service 10 
country will lose the fttccm that has 
cliistcd throu1hou1 our nation's 
history. 

The Vietnam veteran was equally 15 
brave and noble as his predecessors. 
Yer, he was and continues to be 
publicly vilified and scorned. The ac­
tions or a few have stnmatiscd the 
vast majority. 

We must chanac this im11c. rr it is 
not ch1n1ed, then the future of public 
support for all ve1e11n's proarams will 
be seriously ,icopardiz.cd. Coinciden­
tally, i1 the lma,c is chan1ed then 
perhaps many related problems -
unemployment, underemployment. 
qal, emotional • will be reduced con­
siderably amon1 Victnam vctt'l'ans. 

. ··-·----



San Antonio, TX 
Express !lEC 7 l9II 
(Cir. 0. 82,122) 
(Cir. S. 183,886) 

(Now action to help 
.;-.,u 1V 1etllam veterans 

'•-·- -

f'Now something more than a San Anto~an John O. Baines, 

!us statement of good inten~ - a commercial real . e~te bro­
ns is going to be done to help ker and developer ,\11th opera­
,etnam veterans. tions across the Southwest, is 

• 'San Antonio is one of five cit- chairman· of the program here 
ks chosen from across the na-. · and one ~f fiw national ·chair­
~n for the Vietnam Veterans men. He is a Vie~nam combat 
~adersbip Pro~am. · . veteran. . 
•·• The other citles are Philadel- · William -c. Stensland is un­
~ . Baltimore, . Boston and paid program , di.rector for San 
Jashville. . Antonio. He was · a highl_y re-
• : The program re~ently was spected Marine combat officer 
, ounced hr PreSident Rea- in Vietnam -twice.wounded. 

at a White House confer-
. · '. The prograrµ will be part Said Baines of the program: 
· ACTION, the ·national vol- "This nation was ripped and 
. teer agency. torn apart by the Vietnam War 
-· Primarily under this program · and the Leade= Program 

c~es.sful veterans are vol- Cal\ pull it . . , together 
leering . to . help solve . the\l again .. .. . We were patfiots not 

" -lems &.ill faced by their fel- . cflumps ! It's now fi.me to set 
veterans. ·.I~ the record straight." .J 



.. 
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Vietnam veterans'· 
leadership program opens 

Three Vietnam veterans. voJuntecr­
lng to raise the pomure of the minOrtty 
t>f veterans who have not adjusted as 
.th<'y have. joined U.S. Rep. Tom Loef­
'flcr Saturday in announcing the open­
ing of the Vietnam Veterans Leader­
$hip Program in San Antonio. 

The center for the program, which 
:will open Monday, will be located at 
8128 Tesoro Drive. It will be one of five 

, plot offices devoted to helping Viet­
um veterans mlder a program esta~ 
1lshed by President Reagan in Novem­
ber. Other pilot offices will be in Phila­•lpbia. Baltimore, Wilmington and 

. Jiashville. 
"The program we are opening today 

in San Antonio.~ Loeffler said, "will be 
a prototype for an expan~ national 
program wblcb flboaJd .m uivalu­
abJe usistance to combat veterans 
and help all Americans gain a better 
understanding or what these men went 
thro~ and bow tbe war affected 
them. . , .. . .. . , . 

During the news coiifel'l!DCle at the 
Marriott Hotel, ~ the 

local directonhip, consisting of Chair­
man John D. Baines, director WWiam 
Stensland and nalionaJ deputy director 
F.d Timberlake of Washington, D.C . 

Baines and Stensland are combat 
veterans, and Timberlake is a veteran 
Marine F-4 pilot. 

Tbey 111kt tlley will try to pool veter­
ans in tbe ,mate ledor - Dl"Ofes-­
sional, teclmical and aervice workers 
- wbo can llllll_t eombat veterans who 
are unemploy•; underemployed or 
aeeding ~ -

1be progr1111 will receive federal 
funds of _., per year for three 
years, T1mbslllre llid . 

ne Jelda~ ·tbe new pro­
gram . ..,. ~ -to replace other 

programs tbal asmt Vietnam veter­
ans. 1bey added wblle all Vietnam 
veterans can be ~ •~y the pro• 

m, they primali.ly .,-:-.erest.ed JD 
~lplng the S percent,wb~ have not 
completed adjusted, most.~twhom are 
combat veterans. . 

About 11,ooo Viltnlm veterans are m 
San .\ldolliO, BaiDeS aid. 
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AJO COPPER NEWS . _ . 

'lb~rsday. November 19, 1981 
. •• "' • • a , • ... •• • - - - · • • I 

. .. . - -,.. · ... ·,. ~.r.· . 
· Viet Nam vef'.(.~· 
: Jim Hartdegen 
: helping others·_·.· 

·: Represent.a _tjv.e.:.Jim 
.. Hartdegen·: was named 

November '-; ;10th -::,,in 
Washington D.C. , 'to · be 
State Chairman· of the new 
Vietnam Leadership · 

. Pro_gram. 1;bis is a prog- · 
ram in which successful vi.:. 
etnam Veteran volunteers. · 
will try to assist their fellow 
Vietnam Veterans solve 
problems associat~ . ~th ·1 
their service. · Action. the · 
National Volunteer Agen­
cy. · oversees · admini-

~n.s:ation of the com.: 
munity based program. . •· 

In 1967 1 Handegen was I 
a fire team leader in the j 
Army with the 25th Inf an­
·try Division in the area _of , 
War Zone C. · After his 
discharge, Hartdegen at­
tended Mesa· Community 
College and.Arizona State 
University. While atten­
ding college, he also 
worked in · the Arizona. 
State Senate. · . · 

.. I believe, as a Vietnam : 
Veteran, I have a respon.: ' 
sibility to help veterans of 
Vietnam who have service 
connected problems." 
Hartdegen went on to say. · 
.. wh~n I came home from , 
my tour of duty. I also had j 
problems of readjusting to 
regular life from ·.the 
jungles of Vietnam to the 

48 hours. · From war to: 
peace .in such a ihort time 
was a shock to say the least. 
Although most returning 
Vietnam Veterans have,, 
done quite well and have 
been successful in their 
professions . . _and 
businesses, it"s time we 
help our fallen warriors. 
The Vietnam War lasted 
ten years and nine months; 
the longest war 'of our 
history. For some people l 
who spent time ·· in{ 
southeast Asia, the war is 
still going on. However. I 
believe with the help of 
VVLP. positive things wilJ . 
ha " . . . ' ooen. .·. · : · ~ 

\ 
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' ' . . Help for V 1etnam vets 
Although ht' did it sonwwhat grudgingly, 

Pn·s1dt•nt Reagan is to be commended for sign­
ing- into law a bill that grants medical-care eli­
gib1\ity to Vietnam-l' ra vetc>rans who were ex­
post-d to Agent Orange and for inaugurating a 
vnluntcl'r program that will help veterans find 
johs and ovl•n·ome personal problems that may 

· havl' had tht'ir roots in rnilit.iry service. 
The programs reprf'sent victories for 

Vietnam veterans who fell they were ignored 
hy thf' government they served in a bloody, 
for:;aken arena. 

As he signed the medical-aid bill. the 
' Preiidcnt said he hoped it would be adminis­
Wrl'd in a manner that would not "add to bud-

·, getury costs of Veterans Administration medi­
cal care and treatment." Many Vietnam war 
,vc1i .. rans who were exposed to Agent Orange 
, lxtl icve they can prove that the defoliant 
ca~d many of the costly mediC'al problems 
that have plagued them and their children. 

' ranging from skin rashes to genetic defects. 
Although an appropriation to fund the 

.mt•,1sure has not yet been approved by Con­
gr~s;,;. the bill also authorizc>s a new small busi ­

· uess Juan program for disabled and Vietnam-

t•ra Vetl'rans and st•ts tlw numlx-r t)l h,lsp1t.il 
and nursing home bt·ds 1n \·eterans Admmis 
tration medical fac1ht1l's at not il'~s than 
100.000. 

Tlw ,·oluntet'r progr,1111 will lw undl'!' tlw 
direction of Tom Pauken of Dallas. lw;1d of ttw 
fl'ckral_ ACTION .ogram and a . Vil'tn.-1111 n·t 
l'ran h1msfllf , as II as a two-time ,•;111d1d.,t, · 
for Congress. To be called the Vietnam \'l't•·r 
ans Leadership Program. it will last for thn•1· 
yl'ars and establish centers in :)0 rn.ijr,r rit11·s to 
offer guidance and employml'n\ hc•lp l:ir Vi1't ­
nam veterans. 

The creative aSpe('t of the prllgram is 1h.1t 
the centers will be headed on a volunteer basis 
by men and women who served in Vietnam 
but have overcome whatever physical ,,:id 
mental St'ars they may have suffered to ll'ad 
SU(:cessful lives. 

President Reagan was right \,·h,: 11 he said 
that the U. S. troops who fought in Vietnam 
"have never received the thank~ tht•v dt•sc•r,·e 
for their extraordinary courage am.l dcdil'at1u11 
.. in a war they were not allowed to win ." Thf' 

two federal programs are a decl'nt and prop<'r 
start toward making up for that deficiency . 
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I Veterans Program: 

Healing the Wounds 
Abraham Lincoln laid agency that coordinates 

down the premise that still volunteer programs. 
guides the federal relation- Pauken, a Vietnam veteran, 
ship with veterans. The gov- has designed the program to 
ernment, Lincoln in- tap the leadership of the es­
structed, has an obligation timated 80 percent of the 
to "care for him who shall Vietnam veterans who have 
have borne· the battle, and made a successful transition 
for his widow and his or- to civilian life. The idea is to 
phan." minister to veterans who 

Appropriately, President need a friend or a job - and 
Reagan recently signed an do so with a human touch, 
11.2 percent increase in dis- rather. than through a dis­
ability payments for 2.3 mil- tant bureaucracy. 
lion disabled veterans and The continuing contro­
their survivors, thus keep- · versy over what would be 
ing the nation's covenant the most suitable memorial 
with its servicemen. to the Vietnam veterans in 

And on the eve of Vet- Washington, D.C., is a re­
erans' Day. the administra- minder that we are still at 
tion announced the ere- war among ourselves about 
ation of a new program to the Vietnam conflict. But· it 
help heal wounds remain- is fast approaching a decade 
ing from the Vietnam War. since the Unit_ed States re­
The self-help effort, called moved.itself from the South­
the Vietnam Veterans Lead- east Asia battle, and the 
ership Program, is designed time is long overdue to 
to enlist Vietnam veterans show our gratitude and 
in voluntarily helping fel- compassion for those who 
low veterans with problems. served. The Vietnam Vet-

The program is the brain- erans Leadership Program 
child of Tom Pauken, direc- is a much-needed step in 
tor of ACTION, the federal __ that direction. 
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Program 
to utilize 
Viet vets 

Q..-0 . . 
By Wilt'iam J. Choyke 
Washington Bureau of The News 

WASHINGTON - At a meeting 
of Vietnam War veterans in Dallas 
several years ago, lawyer Tom 
Pauken looked around the room 
and was impressed with the caliber 
of veterans around him. 

"I thought at the time, 'If you 
could only marshal that talent' " to 
help other veterans help them­
selves, Pauken, a Vietnam veteran, 
said Tuesday. 

As director of 4£!:!ON,1 the fed­
eral agency that coordinates volun­
teer programs, Pauken has done 
just that. He has organized a grow­
ing group called the Vietnam Vet­
erans Leadership Program that is 
designed to tap the leadership re­
sources of Vietnam veterans. 

President Reagan. who joined 
Pauken and other \"ietnam vet· 
erans at a brief White House cere­
mony, formally launched the pro­
gram Tuesday on the eve of Vet-
erans Day. 

"The nation must be as loyal to 
these veterans as they are to the na­
tion," Reagan said. 

The ACTION-hacked program, 

,1pproved hy the president July 16, 
will encourage Vietnam veterans 
to volunteer their services to help 
the estimated 500.000 veterans who 
still have significant problems as­
sociated with their Vietnam experi­
ence. The project also is aimed at 
enhancing the image of the Viet­
nam veteran as well as dealing 
with problems of unemployment 
and underemployment. 

·'More than 80 percent of the 
Vietnam veterans who came home 
have made the successful transi­
tion back to civilian life and are 
doing fine," said Pauken, who has 
been defeated twice as a congres­
sional candidate for the 5th Dis­
trict in Dallas. "There are those 
that still do need help, but it does· 
them no service to encourage them 
to wallow in self-pity to reinforce 
their doubts about their own self­
worth." 

Programs are under way in six 
cities, including one led by John D. 
Baines in San Antonio. By next Oc­
tober, Pauken predicted, SO pro­
grams will be established in cities 
throughout the country at an aver­
age cost of about $50,000 per year 
each. 

ACTION has budgeted $2 million : 
for the veterans leadership pro- : 
gram in each of the next three : 
years. ~ 

President Reagan confers with John Fales 
Jr., employment director of the Blinded 

United Press International 

Veterans Association, after officially inau- 1 

gurating a veterans self-help program. \ 
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S.A. man leads fight to 
improve Viet vet's image 

_ His decorations include thr Purple Heart, and a 

By REED HARP ,;L V 
Staff Writer 

John Baines Is a man with a mission. 
And thls time, it's not in the jungles of Viet­

nam, but right here in San Antonio, against an 
enemy he says Is as deadly as anything he and his 
comrades encountered in combat. 

Target: the public Image and self-esteem of -­
this country's Vietnam veterans. 

Baines volunteered for this one, too. And he 
has just returned from private meetings in Wash­
ington, D.C., with Prrsident Reagan, where he -
along with four other Vietnam combat veterans 
- was called upon by the president to "turn the 
image of the Vietnam veteran around, once and 
for all." 

And this time, thes~ "troops" have the full sup­
port of Congress and the president. 

Their goal: to establish the President's ~t,lllm 
V~~e.rllJlS 1 eadership Program, in order to help 

· Vietnam veterans readjust topubllc mistrust, op­
position and ambivalence, and to re-establish In 
those veterans . the self-esteem so many lost be­
cause they "fought a war they weren't allowed to 
win, during a time when this _nation's support of 
their effort was quite a bit Jess than whole~heart- • 
ed," Baines said. 

"I've carried this thing around on my chest for 
JO years," he said, "and enough is enough. I was 
so damned mad when I came back from Vietnam, 
it took me a couple of years to even start getting 
my head straight. And I'm still working at It. No 
parades. Nil blessings. Just a lot of very serious 
flak about Vietnam and the men and women who 
served there." 

Baines is a 35-year-old commercial real estate 
broker and developer with local and international 
business interests. He stands 6 feet, 3 inches tall 
and weighs 240 pounds. He graduated from Rob­
ert E. Lee High School and attended the Universi­
ty of Texas at Austin, where he played center and 
tackle on the UT football team. 

"When I got back from Vietnam, I tried to go 
back to college In Austin, but It just didn't work. I 
couldn't study, couldn't concentrate. And, I was 
bitter, real bitter, I had no one to talk to about it. 
All I could think about was the guys over in Viet­
nam - where I had been just six months before." 

He served two combat tours in Vietnam as an 
enlisted man - a Navy SEAL (that's "sea, air and 
land''), a highly trained, special combat Navy 
force, operating many times just a few miles from 
the North Vietnam border, "nowhere close to the 
water ." 

JOHN BAINES 
Man with a mission 

list of nwrtals and commendations he - like so 
many ,_,th<·r \"eterans - Is rl'l uctant to discu!'s. ' 

. saying, "Well, I just did a job like a lot of otht]r 
:\~ dedicated people, but I sure don't like the 'hero' 

image." 
Baines will be chairman of the San Antonio e 

fort, for which he has refused any compensation . 
Similar operations will take place in Philadephia. 
Baltimore, Boston and Phoenix . 

"We'll have a nice office with nice furniture . It 
won't be a 'store-front mission'," he said. "Serv­
ices to Vietnam veterans will include help with 
job-finding, psychiatric counseling. educational 
pursuits, medical affairs and anyth ing we can do 
for the less-fortunate Vietnam vets - a clearing 
house." 

The program's formal opening is set for Dec. 5, 
with a host of dignitaries and offic ials expected to 
participate. 

Baines said the program will be run "by Viet­
nam veterans for Vietnam veterans" - as a non­
profit corporation. He said that by the end of this 
vear, the.re should be a dozen more similar offices 

around the country, and predicts that bv the end­
o_f Reagan's term there will be a least 50 such of­
fices. 

Willlam C. Stensland of Austin will be director 
of the San Antonio program. An Annapolis gradu­
at~ and former Marine Corps major, Stensland is 
s~1d to be one of the most highly decorated and 
highly resp~cted V~etnam com!:lat veterans in the 
country. Bam_es said several Marines have been 
quoted as saying that if they "had to go back into 
rnmbat, and could pick a commander " th 
would choose Stensland "hands down,"' addi~~ 
Stensland was the type of leader whose primarv 
concern was his men. · 

Baines _said Stensland, too, has refused any 
compensation for his duties, and will commute 
from ,:'ustin to direct the San Antonio pro~ram. 

Ha1~f'~ made it clear that the disenchantment 
expenenct>d hy so man y Vietnam vetrans "is 
g11,~g to be_come a thing of the past, and fast." 

The V1et_nam War did an untold amount of 
i;m~ge to this country's morale and to th f' morale 

any of the men and women who fou ,. 
th:.re. We're going to turn that around ... he "ail" 

There are many ma 11 . ful , ny we -adJusti>d. s·-1rrFss-
men and women who fought in Vietn~ 

congressmen, businessmen. attorneys, docto; : a -;; 
people ~rom all walks of life. It's nonsense to l~k 
upon Vietnam veterans with anything less th 
;~:m~ullest admiration and respect that is d~~ 

. "Th_e military man that the United St t 
mto Vietnam was the best-e . a es sent 
fighting force this nation and i~1pped, most elite 
known,'' Baines said. e world has ever 
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Vietnam vets 
job iocation 
prqgram planned 
$yivia Calllpbc'.l 
Me<h 1' New-; Se!"vice 

WASBINGTON · A new volunteer pro­
i ram t.o he'p Victman veterans !ind 
jobs :s tn the planning stages for 50 U.S. 
com:nuniti<·s before the end of fisca l 
:,e"?~ IJ 2. oHicia!s say. 

YI\~ new rrogram wiil recruit suc­
cessful. established veterans to serve 
as vn!l!nteers to help other veterans 
•vno a,e job:es, because of problems 
as,;oc,.ited wi'.b :heir Vietna m milita rv 
service. · • 

T . ,. new program. operating ~hrough 
AC-r:oN. the feders l agency for 
~-oiur.ieer service, will attempt to 
stimulate the pr ivate sector t.o hire 
ve:erans. said William J a yne. a deputy 
d1r£>Cvr of A(:TION. 

' We wcu:d like to se:e &outh Dakota 
as o e o! U, er a rea s to benefit by the 
;:,rogram," said ACTJON staffor Mar­
sh11 uinda u. 

ayne. !Jowever, sa id that so far " no 
bard and fa, •. !isl of til e' communlti~~ 
w ere we are going to go" has been 
made. 

' 'That wi!! depend to a i;reat d(• gr~e 
• n securi g th,, rignt voiun teers. ' h~ 
~a;-;_ e want tr, make a n effo rt to in­
c ~de hn:'.1 ,ban znd rnra l areas ." 

' n.!i!r !~~ ;.,:C\gro. m, a ~u,:;c P.ssfu! 
Vietaa \'C!eran lr. ea cn c0m1:w.nity 
• m be ... ::-)se:- as a .,o,unteer to rc,or­
air.a 2 the community 's p rogram . Each 
;:-. gram -i1! be des igned according :o 
u:e resi; '.:s oi 1. comm\lllity asses~ mer.t 
mact .,y ACT .0, . 

'·A: ti::.: 1r.e. ~he co:nrnunity's pro­
b!ems ar.c n°~s w:J be asse55e<l as 
well a • e !i. biems of the veterans li v­
L,g ·• ere:· ·Ja:, ut? saic. 

· Eacl: ,!>.t:n:ee:- veteran v,ould be 
p. •vi:iing a pos;.",·e role model while 
us1:-g 'iis nion ~Ii the c-,m:n unity to 
,;:lm~;ate i :eres~ in local e>rganlz:a~ions 
that qo,Jlj use loca l !uncs to ie!p 
·:.: --emi;loye!! ,·etcra;is find io!>s " 

Gra nts of $50,0.."G per city will be 
9.11farded once the voi teer veter-an for 
each community has been chosen, 
Jayne , aid. --

Rosen:, .: T;( 
The He!?. !'1 
(Cir. u :· ,t.. , 

FOCUS: 
J-0 Vietnam Vets Finally 

In Limelight 
By United Press International 

Vietnam War veterans, 
rebuffed by a nation that 
chose to ignore the war they 
fought, were the special focus 
of Veteran's Day celebrations 
Wedneaday and the 
beneficialieti of a new self• 
help program initiated by 
President Reagan. 

Federal, state and local 
government offices, along 
with most banks and· schools, 
will be closed across the coun­
try in commemoration of the 
nation's servicemen and 
women. 

In a special ceremony Tues­
day, Reagan said U.S. troops 

-
who fought in Vietnam " never 
received the thanks they 
deserve. for their extraor­
dinary cow-age and dedication 
.. . in a war they were not 
allowed to win." 

" Recognition .alld apprecia­
tion for alf they went through 
is long overdue," he said as he 
announced the start-up of a 
Vietnam veterans' program 
that is geared to buff their tar­
nished image and increase 
their chances for jobs. 

The new Vietnam Veterans 
4!Jlecsbip Pa:ograa, has been 
budgeted $2 million per year 
for three years and "is design­
ed to draw volunteers from the 

pool of SUl ,.,·",.tul Vietnam 
veterans lo provide guidance 
for those with lingering pro­
blems," he said. 

Gen . Wii11am C 
Westmoreland, commander of 

, .Am~rkan' forces in Vietnam, 
sa id the r.aliull nnno\.ing r,•J t 

of an · '1rralional , surdi a 
period as the scars of Vietnam 
begin to heal and the Vietnam 
vet is beginning to be 
recognized as an asset to the 
nation." 

The eight servicemen who 
died trying to rescue the 
former American hostages in 
Iran were to be eulogized by 
Dorothy Royer. 



ijew chief.alters course 
of ACTION 

i \ . 
By Marjorie Miller 
EltMf Writer 

Vietnam. veteran Thomas Pauken, President 
Reagan's director of A~N. says the often-con­
troversial federal agency that runs a variety of 
volwiteer programs will be "180 degrees different" 
under his leadership than under that of anti-war 
activist Sam Brown. 

"He concentrated on funding New Left politically 
oriented ;>rojects," Pau­
ken sai'l of hls predeces­
sor. who headed' the 
ag~.x:y under President 
r:. .1.'ter. "I don't think 
·.:.at is the job of the fed­
eral government. We are 
cutting out tliose pro­
graIDS." 

Pauken was on the 
Stanford University 
campus Wednesday for a 
regional conference of 
the Retired Senior Vol­
unteer P:rogi:·.:un (RSVP), 
one of ACTION'S proj­
ect-...11. 

Pa•lken said under his 
tenure ACTION will cut 
its support to public-in-
terest and consumer Thomas Pauken 
groups such as Ralph Nader's Public Interest Re­
search Group, and the Laurel Springs Institute, nm 
by Tom Hayden and Jane Fonda, which trained 
VISTA vohmteers in community organizing. 

Over the next two years Pauken will phase out 
Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA), one of 
half ii- dozen groups b. the ACTION umbrella orga­
nization. VIS':':'A sent volunteers into low-in<.'ome 
communities to work with local groups. 

Instead, Pauken will _p_ut his resources into 
ACTION's elderly volunteer programs and will cre­
ate new progrc1ms to work with problems of nm­
away youths, drug abuse, illiteracy and Vietnam 
veterans. 

Anrl he wants to establish a youth volunteer 
program to encourage high school and college stu­
den~ to donate their time to helping people. -

''I believe we have got to reclaim a sense of 
community in our society, and government should 
provide technical assistance, financial assistance 
and act as a catalyst," Pauken said. , 

"We are turning our back on the Judean-Cbris-­
tian ethic in an attempt to substitute a val~free 
'l'lciP.ty. You get unforseen consequences with that," 
f>aLkeu said. 
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"There Is a breakdown of the family structure, a 
cultural bombardment upon people to do their own 
tblng and just worry about themselves. 11. is wh n i 
call individual isolationism:· !te said. 

He said that volunteerism is a wa\· :-· ·.attle th•• 
disintegration of family and society_- H~ .~.aid he .:s 
particularly attracted to the oli:!er Ameriun vc>'un­
teer programs which "are nothing more than the 
idea of an extended family." . 

ACTION has three programs for i>?nie:- citi:;_;)IJS· 

the Foster Grandparent Program, whic.'i bas 17 370 
senior volunteers working with mentally, physhal­
ly and emotionally bandicappe,l childl .r.; r..:-.. ,--;- , 
which has 274,700 volunteers helping p<..blic rn~' 
private non-profit organizations, aoc. the Se• 'Or 

· Companion Program has 3,585 older people provi.d­
ing companiomhip to other elderly citiZE:'lS. 

Paukeo said be is organizing~ Vietnam vete1s>z. 
leadership program, which will recruit Vietn.un 
war veterans to coumel fellow veterans who b.?vc 
not been able to readjust to society. 

"It will be run from top to bottom by ..,eterans," 
Pauken said. 

"There is a mythology that Vietnam veterans are 
~t-r:dden_ ~ctims. There is a group tha~ want!; t,; 

'I am tired of reading about 
them as psychos, killers and 
losers. That is unrepresenta­
tive of the great bulk of ·.·et::: .· 

- . Thomas Pa,,.,·,_ ., _._, 
----------------·- · 

keep them stereotyped, but I.hey r1ave to :X: lc~..,1 ( · 
at as leadership. I am tired of reading aoout them 
as psychos, killers and 109ers. That is unrc:ireseni ,. 
tive of the great bulk of ve;.s," Pall.Ken svid. 

"Eighty percent of the Vietnam "~tera.ns ::in · 
successful and can help veterans who need a boc : c, 
wbo lost three or four years wl'.cr. ~;,tif p, ,d" i,;,• ·.,1, 
was moving ahead." 

Pauken, who headed a student suppon. gn,up f, . .r 
Vietnam soldiers in 1965, enlisted in thf' A!:.."-Y i , 
1967 and served in Vietnam for a year-

He did wbat he called "raL'1er limit,;d int,•;i' 
g~ work" in Chau Doc, in tile Mekont Delta, fo.­
f>ight months in 1969. That led to hi..c; .~CTI:)f,; 
nomination being held up for two mont.'lS ear_t:,. , 
this year. 

Sen. Alan Cranston and other Senate liberab. sa,.~ 
they were worried Pauken's Army intelli;,?•:ni·e 
background would jeopardize recruitmer.t and t~~ 
legitimacy of the Peace Corps, the fore gn vo'. ; ·. 
teer organization that also comes under .c~·v.1~, 

Pauken says that is 'i "!Y.lgus i!-sue" smci.' ,-. 
Peace Corps has its own di.rec"..or a·:d, h saJ, ;,. 
politically autonomous. 

ACTION, with .>. budget next year vf ~b!l,' ' 
$145,00C has 305,000 vol,m~rs. ThP Pn.~ (',)r.,:, 
and VISTA were the origmtl fed i> ::-~l -...olumt.>i·' ­
groups established in th," 19f.Os. The 0 e1~ Co,:--. 

. waii founded by President .' :::ermedy anti ,;:ST.\ o, 
President Johnson. 

.. 
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l>ta'~'rforli~Jplng Vietnam veterans 
cOo~iderecl by volunteer agency ; 

.. ..::, .;> :3 -. . . . I 
Helping Vietnam war veterans is among proposed The agency still !" w,:-rking on th, l-,l .~H·'t'.lt forl ' _1

1 

new projects for A~, a .:federal volunteer its veterans' aid, hut posi-i?iliti~ i~1dl.ide s,et.ing up 
agency. . .· sto1efron '. c:ounsebig services sumlal" to t :.1ose :'l(\W 

Phillip D. Brady of San Francisco, ·We~tern operatP.d ::>y the Vewra.."'ls Admi::listrat,icn. he said . I 
~gional director-oi_ the ag~ncy .. ~d ~ JhoP~ _on "It.would-tie in with 1..he concept of volunb erism ii 
Tuesday that the agency is considenng recrwt~g rAther th_ llll paid_ counsi:>Iors," Brady &q ;,:i ti

1

' .. 
Vietnam veterans as volunteers to counsel ,their t 
peers who suffer delayed-stress syndrome and other The Af'ent OriiT'e:e conhove!'f.V brcos.,lv would,· t' 
postwar-problems. · · .not be :c.ddressed by ,the a.genc;,_·br s.,.;d. Mr,ny !i 
· Brady, quoting a Time •magazine _article, said veterans _hav~ -d!1-i;::·ec th: defo!ia.·v .. ·;vjich ~-a~ f 

-there are·2.9 million Vie-.J1am veterans S."ld that as 11prP:Yed .lil the ➔tn1~~zi,: or V~etnam }. ~_s cause01··! 
many as one-fourth sre haviD;g~.adju,;tment prob-: .• :~ce~ an~ skin ,·a.shes in ·t1eterans a.nc.! bi:-:.!1 defects I 
lems. . . · 1n theH' children. . 

0
, I 

Vietnam veterans hav<e madidt clear that their ' ACTION miiht Bd ru; . a '.ref err Pl servfoFior ' ! 

· .postwar experience is ,v'ru:.tJy different from t.liose of · .ve_terans who ·~1aim. il.! effects from Agent Orange, j 
veterans of other wars, Brady said. ·· . . Bradv said. . · - -" · 

. . b J lw!_:·,· "Previous veterans came ·-home to ! · eroes' . · He said ACTION :" will be dealing more with 
w~lcome, while the Vietnam ve~ran felt he had to ~motional problems, adjustment proble-m,." · 1 

slip back into l!OCiety and refer to bi~ experiences BS l 
~..:little as ~ ibi.e,'' B!'&dy said. _ '- . · · ,> - '/o;untett_, B2 JI 

.. 

Vo1u~teer .57? 
Retired Senior Vohmteer Progra."D, 
Senior Comp:anion Program, F~,ste..: 
Grandparent Program wd ,,·tsT J,_ 

Contin11ed from Bl 
Brady said T0m Pau.ken of W ~ -

Srady is conducting mspection tours ingtoh, ACTION's .caticr:aI dir€ct..,·. '!. 
of ACTION agencies m: Arizona. also ha.s . pinpointed Drogram.ci :.o 
California and Nevada to see where combat youth illiteracy: d:rug' :o: ,t:.se i 
~~ pro.,grams such as the_ veter&flS' ~d. r:umc_i.g away a<i- proP<>f~: :.. ~..., · 
proposaf' could be. plugged mJo eX1St- - 1I1Jtiatives for the agency. 
ing projects.. ' 

· ~: The drug-abuse p!oblem in Ari­
zona, for example, could be alleviated 
~~- bav ng trained older citiu:16 coun­
ser young people, be said. 

·: ~ Ir. P ::i.oeni:r, he toured sites for the 
- " . ' 

I 

A • 1.. , I t a time w.:ien 'lbe!' g-overn.~ent ' 
agE>ncies ancl ~rograms are ;· ~Cl:•£:' : 

budg~t cu .. s, ACTION ran :('()·{ ·: ·- l 
ward to ;,rog:-am "~!'ion. ~ ~::,:_y- · 
said. 
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Refighting the Vl ar 
By Rena Pederson 
Editorial Staff Writer 

IN some ways, we're still fight­
ing the Vietnam War. 

In the last few weeks, the 
war has been popping up again in 
the headlines: A winning design 

was announced 
for a long-
awaited· Viet-
nam War Memo­
rial in Washing­
ton, D.C .... Ex· 
Gls and their 
children 
showed up at 

the Texas Legislature to give gut­
wrenching testimony about the 
possible damaging effects of the 
defoliant Agent Orange ... Gov. 
Clements c!eclared last Friday 
"Vietnam Veterans Day" in Texaf , 
so veterans re-ceived their over­
due "Welcome-Home-and-Thanks" 
parade in the state capital. 

AT THE same time, comP,laints 
were cropping up about Reagan 
administration plans to drop a S20 
million outreach program that 
provided storefront-type counsel­
ing for stress disorders freqne!ltly 
associated with the Vietnam War. 

The war. in short. is not dying 
quietly. One skirmish in Washing­
ton, D.C., is an interesting exam­
ple of some of the lingering politi­
cal infighting: 

Former Dallas GOP candidate 
Tom Pauken was confirmed last 
week by the Senate as director of 
ACTIQN,ethe umbrella organiza­
t'ftl'lf for volunteer groups like 
VISTA and the Peace Cow.s- But 
critics have stirred up a lo '31 na­
tional publicity about the fact that 
Pauken served as an Army intelii­
gence officer during the Vietnam 
\\'ar. And they've gotten inHial ati­
proval of a bi!l !o remove t::ie 

Peace Corps from Pauker. ·, r~ • i:;­
diction. 

The f:ght against Pa:1k"n has 
been led by Sen. Alan Cransti.'n, D 
Calif., who was an outsp0i;en 
critic of the Vietnam W~r. Cran­
ston says Paukeu·s recorc as u !·or­
mer intelligence offic(;r cou l.~ 
jeoparc:ze the lives of Pence C~, p:: 
volunteers in the field if '.l'rror:,::_ 
claim the Peace Corps :.s bE· :1w 
used as a front for rntel.i_g( ::.·~ :!c­
tivities. 

Pauken cl,1ims there is more to 
it than that. He says that Cran­
ston's chief aide, Jonathan Ste in­
berg, is :i frustrated anti-war ac~iv­
ist who is out to get Pauken be-

. cause Pauken is not apolog,'!tic 
about his warti me se,vicP. 

"WE'RE still figh~iT)E; t:-e \ ' '( ·. 
nam \'Var here," Paukt:r'. :,ays 
"They rummaged through my !r·. t! ­
itary records and distorted w'.:::it 
my role was. I was not a CIA super­
spy. I was a second lieutenant and 
mostly what I did was fieid inter­
views. It was very low-leve! st rate­
gic stuff, not very significil r: t 
quite frankly. 

"But they've blown this into a 
big deal. I don't tl:mk i•. '.s just C'.>­

incidence that Steinberg v:,·.s ,n 
the Washingto1i .)ffice nf th, 
Peace Corps during the war while 
I was in Vietnam. And I don ·: 
think it is just coincidence that 
Sam Brown, a former anti-war ac­
tivist, held the post befon, me. For 
some reason, it is fashiot:cl: le for 
an anti-war activist to direct the 
depa~tment, but :iot so:?, i::boc'. y 
who servec. his country and ,~.:1· t 
ashamed of it." 

Steinberg denies he has an~ 
vendetta against P;:iuke,1. " It's :1 

: gross overg,,nernliz.~tio.: t ·'.l s;·v 1 

wa3 against the war :,ec;rn~c ' ,l2, 

in the Peace Coq,s." be sa i.d . 

He mairitmns b.e and Sen. Cran ­
stem hav~ "' ··s•r?ng !·~corC' of ~up­
port:ng veterans. ,\nd he s,,,d cl­
furts ,.,,ere sta11e.:: tc- seoarate the 
?eace Corps fror:: AC"'ION sewra! 
)'':'IUS before the Pau1<en nomba-
tic , 

Is Pauken'sViet1;c1m recorC un­
i..J i! :v Lidng ;,e:c a ~ains\ h: .. , ? Or 
:~ Lmken 's cl,.11m ,-, f a Cranston­
Steint.erg veteraps· bias:? pC':itical 
counteroffensive to blunt their 
criticism, Maybe both. 

The irony i:, that one of the 
first progr.!ms ~:,at Pat1.ken has 
worked on while waiting for his 
confirmation 1s a new ,·olunteer 
program in whic~ successful ViEt­
nam vets •;1:1 : ~,e,p those with ad­
justment pro::>i~m.,. The 2-year pi-
10• ;,rvject s'."01.lc' start soon in 50 
c:1 . '" " w ' · :i" wc,:·i•'.:1g ti'..le of "':"he 
!:-merica1: Lei!de:- i-'roject." 

"I G07 , :,e ide,1 the ye;:;. r Mayor 
Folsom hac: \"i?.t:-, ... !:"1 •,,- ets D;-: y ~ t 

City Hali . ! 1ooke3 arounc.'. ~.11 d , aw 
so ma!1y guys v·:10 •,1,·ere doing ,,·e1 1 

in 'Je.nkin1:. ~e1l ~·state and .<c, 
forth. A::d I ,'1r1 '.1~l:t tr1s ,~ -J fcr­
r:11c.'ah ;e ta le:1, t,;.n .k of ?·WP' -' · '• 
'J.Je could ~; · .: \ t ..:: E' th~~ ~-:i ~ n: tc, 
help tr0sc w;;o sti :.' nteel he l; !~ 

wou ld. tie t ·, rd!,..:.'· P : u1<e ': .,,i: ·;. 
"So otte!! tf' .. e !:~·,.;; ~~ ,:> ~:1~ :, ·_,_;..._ ·. ;,.: gc t .: 

is fro111 those wl:0 11m pr ot,~ster·: at 
rali1es. pr0'.essi0nal Viet'\,1m \ ct~ 
This could be a w<1y for the v:~,;t 
'Tlujcri ty who are c'.:i:Dg m, tote:µ 
thdr bc:dc ies." 

Pauke:i. s:1ys -~•-' ,,,ill car=-v ·,n 
with •he ·:'c:'· . . ~,n vo'.u -e-?r 
prL'_wc1. [1.· •:·",. : : .no·.,~s t: re 'i '.lC<.> .. ·~ · 

~1-: , tO Sep:~ .-- -.~< <1t' ?eCCt" C~' -?S 
fr•Jr!! .. 1\.CT:O~~- ••i t~1i;1.:-: ·.r:.~ ume 
l;;-is corr~e tc.. ~r~ r:~ toge~~(:- ! i' "'c;C 
\\·}~0 fo~1~ ~'! : tr ... ~:-:c t..var :o Peal 

.::~.-:-e 1-r ! .h --... ·_ ·: •;:ou~Ls." 

' 
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,,, .• ii -. ed Vet has wprld 
· ~i~idt~ed arot;lnd for him 

i. 
. By Thomas W. Pauk~n But now wblt:.to do? . 

Director of ACTION At' ~t, ·_11e~.f.igured he'd be 
· The David L. Huffman Story content ' with unskillect work; not 

~ Dave Huffman of Wilington, demanding much of himself or of 
Del., claims he was such a ~r anybody; a nin~to-five job with a 
student, he flunked out of km- beer waiting for him at the end of 
dergarten. M~ybe so .. He didn't : the day. 
have much gomg for him then; a Two things happened. He 
messed up home life and 8 years in couldn't find employment, and at a 
an orphanage. dance he met . Sharon Ann. 

He didn't finish high school, "Sh~ turned the world around 
dropping out in the 10th grade. for me " he said. She convinced 
When he was 19, he enlisted in the him to go back to school, and with 
Marines.Thatwas November 1967, the VA benefits due from hi~ 
and in April 1968 he . arrived in i military service, he did so. He was 
Vietnam as a combat rifleman. On the first blind student to earn not 
September 29, a day he'll never one but two degrees from 
forget, he was _booby tr~pped. Wilmington College -- in 
When he woke up m the hospital at behavioral science and in crirnjgal 

· Da Nang, he was blind. That was · 
the beginning of the bad news, and 
it got worse. 

He came home to find he really 
wasn't wanted, not as a veteran, 
not with his disability which was 
too much of an inconvenience for 
those around him to handle. The 
future looked extremely bleak, but 
Dave was not willing to accept 
defeat. "I knew I had to turn my 
lite around," he said. "And I knew 
I had to rely on my head." · 

He entered the Hines VA 
Rehabilitation Center in Chicago, 
Ill., to learn to adjust and how to 
cope in a world of darkness. The 
course was scheduled to last four 
months; for David it lasted six. He 
passed his high school equivalency 

,and was making steady progress 
when he was in an automobile 
accident which left him with a 
t>rc;>ken back, paralyzed from the 
neck down. he wasn't about to quit, 
wasn't going to be left lying flat. 
He began lifting weights in bed. 
Determination combined with 
medical treatment put him back 
on his feet. 

justice. He was aiso the first blind 
student to · graduate from 
Delaware Law School. Soon, he'll 

· · be taking his bar exams, and he 
plans to specialize in international 
law. 

Right now, he's a program 
planner in the new Vietnam 
Veterans Leadership Program, 
sponsored by . ~IIQ+i.,_ the 
national volunteer agency. The 
purpose of the program is one of 
aid, from veterans to veterans 
whatever the need may be. Dave 
has definite ideas on ways to ap­
proach employers, ideas that are 
innovative and different. "You've 
got to accentuate the positive," he 
says, and he's living proof of that 
axiom. 

Recently, when he met Ronald 
Reagan, he told the President it 
wouldn't be too long before a 

• Veitnam veteran took over the 
White House job. He didn't name 
himself as a candidate, but with all 
his accomplishments at 33, which 
include a brown belt in Judo, don't 
rule him out. 

David L. Huffman has come a 
long way since he dropped out of 
school. He has the kind of spirit 
and cqurage and outlook that our 
country has always depended on. 
He's the father of three children, 
and when he's asked how he has 
come so far so last, he answers 
quietly, "Sharon Ann. With love 
and kindness you can go as far as 
you want.'' 
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-Veterans Program Here Has 4 Aims 
By Satly Bixby Detty 
Of tlleNt-GIJPlkil Staff 

The . Vif tnam Ve~ Leadership 
Prouam..lr. St. Louis i,qmnlperations in 
Maj'llllr recently moved Into permanent 
officlll In tile Federal Building at 405 South 
,.... Boulevard. 

IOu two paid staff members and eight 
VISTA volunteers. No other agency in the 
mettopolltan area has as many VISTA 
workers. 

Patrick J. Schommer, the program's 
aeculive director here, declined to discuss 
tbe pNip'am In detail before Its official 
Ol)lldlll later this month. 

!ldl Scboinmer gave a broad outline of 
tM '.,n>aram, saying that It has four 
....,._.: "To upgrade the Image of the 
Vllalam veteran through the example of 
~ vets; to get Vietnam vets 
lnvolrid both in helping other vets and in 
~ -CQmmunity p~jects; to get more 
~ent opportulittles for Vietnam 
Yets; and to make the service agencies in 
t1Mi ~unity aware of their needs and 
taenMte getting the vets together with 
thdieqenciea.'' 

1'be diairman of the locaJ group is Jerry 
W-amser, a prominent Republican who was 
the unsuccessful candidate for mayor last 

1 y,ear.,and who now Is 4irector of the city's 
£tcdan8oard. 

,<V(amser heads a 2S-member board that 
~ • Includes IUCh prominent Democrats as 7mu i¼. Connelly, a former city 

j alderman who ran unsuccessfully for city 
circuit clerk this year, and former state 
Rep. Edward Sweeney. All three are 
Vietnam veterans, as are most of the 28 
members on the board. 

Wamser insisted that the local group "is 
not designed to be a challenge to the 
traditional veterans orsanizatlons." The. 
group wants to augment existing resources, 
not duplicate them, he said. 

Among other things, Wamser said, he 
wants to Improve the image of the Vietnam 
veteran. "I remember clearly when I went 
to the organizational meetinJJ," he said . 
"On the television that week was a TV 
movie about a vet who became a Mafia hit ·. ' 
man and another who was-depressed." 

Neither one represents his life or that of 
most Vietnam veterans, Wamser said. 

Schommer said five of the eight VISTA 
volunteers In the local program office were 
working in the employment field, 
·•contacting potential employers and 
making liaison with the vets out in the 
community." He said 40 Vietnam veterans · 
here had found jobs through -the program 
since May. · 

"We have an ~ food l)l'Oll"'9l 
that Is just starting; w.!'ve just gotten our 
equipment, freezer and shelving," 
Schommer said. 

Food Is obtained from Food Crisis 
. Network, a St. Louis organization, and then 

distributed by Schommer's sroup to 
veterans with families who are In uraent 

need. One . VISTA volunteer ts MJl1dbJ l1f. 
this area. · ,,;i· , 

"Next, we are trying to •~: 
congrepte living situation . for ~ ! 
vets. We _,., uslatg one V1$TA ~~ · 
there," Schommer ~d. . · ' · . ;: 1 i 

•~w other project t,, a.~~l 
project, lll give counaeUl!l _.•...,._.fi 
veterans who received~ 
discbaf8'S . a.nd ~ - Jfbetber; ~ 
dischai1M were justified." · : · • ·/_l 
" Schommer said . ~. 

~ . QJUld ·-1-:~ 
v~ to fjnd work and~~ 
alti!ltross ~ your, ... ·for~: • . YUW"life."=tua~••· ·· ';-
eight cases have lillleli oi'i ' · · r , 
a review board, he said. , · :.;,:· •-i± 

Schommer saJdthl, prostaJD had~­
closely t~m the early . planDiDfi a· 
December with re~tatives of ·· 
veterans groups. · i 

One of them Is Gary Collins, ~ leader: 
of the. Vet ~nter ... part of the v.,._, 
AdmlniStration's outreach program;:,Jlilt 
Vet Centet opened at H .Pine ~ 
In June 1980, providing· COll!lelble · • 
discuaklaJl'OUPS. ',· . ,:· •' . 

~ ,Aid·. tbe .y.,_,~ . .,_.,_., 
the Vet Center repr-.tJ4 "a i;,.,_ 
effort to conc;entrate oo the;positive .._. 
of Vietnam veterans - ·• ·~GI ·thea!~ 
been successful.'' · 

Jo Jfa..-, of die ~..,,.,.._ _,..a 
~~Jnloi~A,r-~ 

Congress Skirted In Plan 
To Aid Vietnam Veterans 
By Jo Manni•• 
Poat-Ollpatcfl WMhlngtonBuruu 

WASHINGTON - Various federal 
agencies have ; anted up at least $1.8 
million and paid almost $1 million in 
local grants for a new program to help 
Vietnam War. veterans. But the 
program has never been approved by 
Coogress. ' 

It is called the Vietnam Veterans 
Leaders~m. It ~ $16.5 . 
million merlhe next three years and is · 
considered Presidenf Ronald Reagan's 
prime initiative for assisting Vietnam-

' era vets. 
The main objectives are to: 
- Improve the image of the Vietnam 

veteran. 
- Highlight the talents of those 

V.ietnam veteram who have been 
successful; such u doctors and 
lawyers. 

- Encourage them and others to aid 
the estimated total of 500,000. Vietnam 
veterans who still have major problems 
associated with their battle 
experiences. 

Grants ~ing from $47,500 to 
$100,000 have been awarded to 22 local 
chapters recently set up in 18 different 
areas around the country, including St. 
Louis. Ten more grant applications are 
being considered. 

Most, including the one in St. Louis, 
are just beginning their efforts. Recent 
activities include a July 4 picnic in 
Baltimore to salute Vietnam -veterans, 
a ~cal seminar on stress and a 

behind-the-scenes employment network 
where successful veterans use their 
influence to get jobs for their former 
comrades-in-arms. 

But some members of Congress 
active in veterans affairs - and some 
veterans groups - . are challenging 
aspects of the progra'tn. Although they 
laud the program's goals, they question 
the legality of using federal money 
without going through Congress. 

Additional questions have been 
directed at the fact that such 
mainstream veterans organizations as ~r o 
the American Legion and the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars got none the money. 



'Veterans 

Others question the use of VISTA 
volunteers to staff local programs when 
VJST A Is being phased out as an anti- • 
poverty program. 

1be new program for veterans 
comes under ACTION, the 
government's umbrella .. ency for 
volunteer programs. 'But ACTION'S 
budget for the coming fiscal year 
makes no specific mention of the 
veterans program and no allocation for 
it. ' . 

Program officials confirmed · that 
$351,000 for the program had come from 
VISTA, the domestic counterpart of the 
Peace Corps and an ACTION agency. 
Most of the money - $1.4 million -
came through interagency transfers 
from the Community Services 
!dministration ($350,000), the 
Department of Health and Human 

~ ($100,000) and the Department of 
Laior($BIIO,OOO). 

~ON aJlo IOllgbt at least $1 million 
tor. --.he program · from the Veterans 
AdtbWltration. But that request was 
wldM!,awn last month after bebind-t~ 
sait. complaints from veterans groups 
ancl t.om ffit!mbers of the House Veteran 
MeYt!I Committee - among them its 
ch~rman, Rep. G. V. "Sonny" 
Moetaomery, D-Mlss. 

1Jlomas Pauken, head of ACTION and 
&he.: Originator of the program, called his 
de(ttloo to get the money through 
inttrapncy agreements simply "one of 

· ~ flip-of-the-coin decisions." He said be 
baf decided against the usual 
appropriations route because the veterans 
PnJJra!D Is not a permanent government 
::r.ct. It's slated ror only three years, be 

·. huken, who is a Vietnam veteran, noted 
th8! _ibe practice of interagency agreements 
waa llOt new in the federal government and 
saiG his decision met with White House 
a~I. He dismissed the congressional 
~plaints as polit,lcally motivated. 

Montgomery bad been considered a 
str6ng supporter of the program. But he 
-. a letter of complaint earlier last month 
to ~ White House · presidential assistant 
EJ4abetb Dole, in which he contended that 
the-!Labor Department and VA funds were 
bellll diverted from other veterans' -...... . •· · ..-~--- ' 

"At the administration's request, we 
!me just completed action in the House to 
redllce. and In some cases, terminate 
cenaln veterans' benefits and services" he 
wrate. • 

~Serioas questions would be raised were 
the admmistration to now take the view 
that 'lmplus' funds exist at the VA and that 
a:ia ,_. be -1 for programs outaide the : 
~ -" ( 

POST-DISPATCH 
ST. LOUIS, MO 

aep. Robert Edgar, D-Pa., chairman of · 
the R-.e wterana subcommittee on ' 
educ:atlon, training and employment, sent 
1lmtlar letters to Labor Secretary 
Ra,mond Donovan and VA head Robert 
~- Edpr further asserted that 
AC'fJON should be required to get 
~ approval for the veterar11 
lfflilram. 

''.I firmly believe that ACTION should be 

recpilred to go before the Approprlationll 
Coamittee to provide justification and 
IIClUre approval of funds for the Vietnam 
Veterails Leadership Program," Edpr 
wrote. 

.. ACTION should not be taking the 
circuitous route of obtaining funds from 
other departments and agencies, most of 
wham are still adjusting and adapting their 
l)nllramS as a result of budget cuts made 
die past two years." 

In ·reply, Donovan wro1e that the $850,000 '· 
WI from the now-defunct Comprehensive 
Employment and Traininl Act, designed to 
pro¥1de jobs for the poor. It could not be 
1118d for the department's own veterans' 
employment programs, be wrote. 

Paullen CXll'ltended that Edgar's position 
-... 

0 a little Ironic, when he savs he's for 
Yets. Tben when the first veter~"'! program 
by this adminiStration comes along, be -
opposes it ... 

Paukeri says he has the support of the 
leading veterans groups, includinl the 
VFW and the American Legion. 

Spokesmen for both groups said tbly ~ 
the Idea of the veterans programs but llley 
criticized any shifting of money from Giber 
veterans programs or the VA. 

"Our opposition was the key in ~ 
that transfer'' from the VA, sol VPW 
spokesman T.H. Marlow. "We're wry 
supportive of VVLP. But the rDOQIIIJ J• 
another matter." 

lbe Vietnam Veterans of America bu 
expressed concern about the financtnl ol 
the program. 

"If this is going to be the prop-am that 
Pre8ident Reagan Is going to be judged on 
- his main thrust for Vietnam veterans -
it lhouldn't be done piecemeal," laJd JClbn 
Tenano, head of the organization's 
Washington office. 

"It should get official con,resstonal 
approval. Let's not go thrwgh the ba4 
door." 

Another issue is the 75 VISTA volunteen 
placed at many of the local program sites, 
Including eight in St. Louis. Staff members 
of the House Education and Labor 
Committee, 'which oversees ACTION, 
questioned whether thole ~ 
complied with the anti-poverty mandate 
under which VISTA operates. . 

VISTA director Constance Hamer said the local chapters of the veterant PJ'Olr&M 
had to apply for VISTA workers In the same 
manner as other groups. She said the 
standards for approval were the same for 
all groups. 

The veterans program director, Edward 
Timberlake, said the Idea of the program 
wu to accent the positive. He and Paukea 
stressed that Its primary purpose is to 
improve the bnaJ1: of the Vietnapi veteran, 

to • tba1e wtio 11M 1m 11i11n '.a. .to 
adjlllt to civilian Ha and to uai,re • U. 
American public dlat moat..,__.,. , 
ctn,g~. guJlt•l'ldden 6r ~ '. 
tliltlalanc:ed. ··.r:; .. ·. 
. . "The procram is net dellgned '° 1j ·a: . 
IIDMIMlDe ..-vice ...., ~ .. ,_ - . 
said. "We are a ....u· t.bn!N' In thlr'filllric 
of~ help -nti:a,Mriii;· .. ~•--·-the·---·. 
~ ~·=~.:.:e:.-~ pme decllca~ to'VJlataaln tiiili- . 

,,. emphasis, be said, wtll ---- . dlat ~ •~ b 1f .•• -
~ . and ~ ... ~ ~!;; · 
...... y out of politial, •aid. . . . . 

'I1mberlake ~ diet: ta.. ~ 11:, =~~~~.:.r!S··. 
proteeta u.i lillllt .... l'UD • 
prtn,te fundl or ebe. ~ · :: ' ". · · 
.... the local crouPS bad ?Jfl J'.i . .., 

~~~1:::= 
- ~ fur · • FCJ11'81!2~· ttM.• a year plus . blliilats·. ··, i . , 
-..ary-11oo1weper, "pl\lB ... '<W 
alle,eqie, ... , . i:..•,f'. . 

NailloitwWtt, Pauk• .... dle ... '. 

11M &apped MD~· lid, 11= ~al- ... !JI. •~ ·--· 
-.r'CIUI veteraDI 'wbo tot .• ,._, 
RNrt for betna wouaded,ID~ ·. , .. 

Same vecerans PJll8 11ty ...... .,.. '­

wtdd ... ..,,., ... a.,.g dle ·v1emam. Veteran. 1~­
Prasram clolely 1a U..~ milll(la. · · i . , ........ ...-,. ''""7&· communications phaee, ptttna. ·. - to · 
IIDdentaDd what tile )'ll1llnlD 1a,. r 
iaif:tbe VFW ......... "tlawi .,. , : 
to 11K fflOf9 inwlYed ID~­
We want to be IUre lN,t ·ti!le-VVt'P .•• 
~ ;.t ............. ,,....... 
._ we._to .. _....." '.-'' •·". .. >" 

' . ·-· .. ·?':\J 
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Vietnani vet battles 
b; Anna Madrzyk 
tteJ ■ld 11aN wril•r 

Hick E1lert 's life nearly ended on a 
b., :tleficld in Vidnam 15 years ago. 

!\1oments after he and a buddy stum­
hh-ll on a grenade, Eilert came to wilt, 
hb combat boot in his mouth, both legs 
sh.1llerNl and twisted across lus body. 
hi!. arms broken 11nd teeth blown t•ut. 
Sttll, for a few ~econds, the 2O-year-old 
M;.nnc imagined he wasn·t hurt that 

badi} . Tl,en the blood started spurting 
from lus ruptured jugular \•,ein . And as 
he lay near dealt, , the North Vit>l· 
namcsc ~oldicr standing O\'er him fired 
a buJIPt 111to his stomach. 

E ll('rt prayed his buddies would get 
h1 ~ hvc.ly out of the· jungle. · 

f\l1T IIE nmN'T Dlf.. 
li e SJ>l'nt most of the ne"'t year rn 

Great Lake!: Naval Hospnal. then wen: 
home tc, l'Jiatin(• where his mother 
took rnn· of h·1 s woundl> and hf: st.3rted 

to put Ins hit bark together again. 
Today. Eilert. 34 . is a soon-lo-be­

published author, the father of -two 
children and the executive director of 
a new federally funded program -
headquartered in Buffalo Grove -
aimed at polii.hing the image of tlw 
Vietnam veteran . 

"We want to change the image of the 
Vietnam veteran from the stereotype 
- the drug-cra7.t'd, the wacko, the 
unemployable." Eilert said. "There are 

a lot of vetl'rans out there who arc 
raising families. l,oldmg jobs and ac­
tive in tht~ir communities ... They ha­
ven't dropped out b<>cause of Viet­
nam.'' 

or the 2.7 mill i ln Americans who 
served in the w;,r, mnrr than 80 per­
cent of those who came home adjustt>d 
succeSllfu!ly, Eiler. sait.l . But their sto­
ries seldom make 1,cadlines. 

l1'STEAD, ATTENTION has 
focused on the very real problems ex-

• 
i 

7 Sections - 50 Cents 

e problem, 
pcri•' n•.'l'd by some Vietnam veterans. 
inc:ludmg druf; addiction. chrome un­
employment and delayed battle-fa­
tigue syndrome. 

The goal of the Vietnam Veterans 
Leadership Program is to show that 
thr majonly of Vietnam vet(•rans have 
built successful lives sin<·e the war and 
to enlist their aid in hr I ping 01 hers who 
are still having problems. 

Many of th1'se veterans surcecded 
despite formidable ohstacics that in-

duded scrvir< -rt'latrd di5al,il1t.it>s , job 
discrtmmation :ind ant.:,goni,:m toward 
those who fought the unpopular war. 

Rick Eilcrt's story is one example. 

HE RETliRf\ED to worl., full t1mr 
last week after rl'C·upcratin~ from bis 
38th Opt'ration since he wa~ wounded . 

Al first, doctors feared they would 
have to amputate both legs, which 

(Continued c,n Page 8) ( C'NT 'I) 
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Vietnam vet. talies action 
to battle image problem 

(Continm•d rrom Paget) 
were shatll'rcd by lhc grenade blast. 
his left leg nearly ripped from his 
body. Instead, they wrapped the nearly 
severed leg in a plastic bag for the trip 
back to the United States, where sur­
~ns at a military hospital were able 
to rebuild it. 
; "I can't use ii. It's paralyzt'd, hut It's 

rillne," said Eilert, who also suffers 
from partial paralysis of both arms. 

Today, he and his wife, Cheryl, live 
Ill Lake Zurich with their 5-ycar-old 
daughter and 5-month-old son. In Janu­
ary 1980, he underwent an operation 
tlal laid him np for I II months. During 
his convalescence. he finiRhed a novl'I · 
based 011 his months on the orthopedic 
••rd at Great Lakes Naval Hm;pllal. 
Three South is due to be publisl\E'd by 
William Morrow and Co. later this 
,rear. 

But 15 years ago, Eilcrfs life did not 
seem much like a success story. 

HE WAS 19 ye:trs old when he enlist­
ed in the Marine Corps after his for­
mer college roommate was wounded In 
Vietnam. In le~s than a year, Eilert 
wu wounded three times, the last time 
just boors before he was scheduled to 
goon leave. 

"I was ~howing a ltid how to walk 
point, and he went whrrc I told him not 
to go and tripped a booby trap," Eilert 
recalled. "lie caught a riece in the 
spine and I caught the full force of the 
blast.''. . _ _ _ ___ ___ . 

· When he returned home to Palatine : 
after ~rly a year In the hospital, the ' 
ahtlwar movement was at its p-;?ak. 

Still rtcupcrating from his wounds, 
E:llerl dlscovcn-d that as a Vietnam 
veteran, he wa~ "kind of a l<'per," even 
among lh<' crowd 11f frll'ncl11 he u~rd to 
h•ntc an1und with In hlf:h ~,•hl)(ll 

-s.~,-· · ,~"· '. • 
AS EXECUTIVE director of the Buffalo Grove-based 
Vietnam Veterar!s Leadership Program, 34-year-old 
combat veteran Rick Eilert is trying to change the 

~}~ 

. He.-ald photo 

Image of the Vletnaii1 veteran. Contrary lo the ster­
eotype, he says, most Vietnam veterans are leading 
productive lives. 



"I remPmber ~oing out on dates. Ir 
the gir!s found out wr werf' i'l Vi,.t­
naM . ft,"' '1"~-:: •: , ,, ,: h•;y,, ,·, ;, r ,: 1~ t i. 

pie did you kill , did you kill any kids, 
did you kill any women? What a thing 
for a datl' lo ask." 

HE Tl'.JI:.O ro go bark to school and 
enrollrd in rlasscs at Harper College in 
Palatinl' b,,t had to keep dropping out 
hecau~r of recurring complications 
from hi .. injuries. He looked for a job 
but went on 37 interviews without sue- · 
rc~s. Hr figures he had two strikes : 
aga1n<t him - he was a Vietnam vet- · 
eran and he was dis.1bled. 

Ultimatr1y frustrated over the hos­
tile attitu<lcs he encountered and his 
inal,ility to get a job .. even a moron 
could !h" EilE-rt took off and went to 
live in Europe. 
• Ttlr-n-. he drt>ve· a bfead lrudrlfi Ire­

land. worked in a Chinese restaurant In 
Hamburp,, G<'rmany, and settled for 
two yrars in Madrid, Spain, where he 
started writing his novel. In 1970, 
whik he was still living in Spain, he 
marri-:-d his childhood sweetheart, a 
fhi::ht atl.rn<l;int. When the couple re­
turned to thr U.S .. Eilert got an office 
job with Union Oil Co., where he 
workPd bP.lw~n ho:-pitalizations up 
until the surgery two years ago. 

Alth<'ugh he lives with pain daily, 
Eil~rt does not consider himself a vic­
tim of th<> Vi,:,tnam War. _ 

" I W AS:'\'T WOUNDED,'' Eilert 
!-aiti . " My body was wounded, but the 
part of 11w that's me wasn't hurl You 
can·t d1 JPl'.C the things that happen to 
you . You'v" ju~l got to get on with the 
!Jusi~P!-S of living. You never gel over 
thr war hut you·ve got to keep going." 

Thal is th!' attitude Eilert brings to 
his rosilion :is director of the Chicago 
Vietnam Vct!'rans Leadership Pro­
gram, whieh was organized last March 
as part of a natinnwide effort to up­
,::ra<lr lhl' image of the Vietnam veter­
"" Ti1e Chicago program is funded on 
a shoc~t rinia: S~0.000, and Eilert is its 
only full-tim!' paid r.mployee. Every• 
one ebe is a vol unteer. 

Eilc-rt believes the liming is right for 
such a prot:ram. 

· Compared to five or 10 years ago, 
tnd:,y it's almost (considered) neat to 
know ,1 Vr<>tnam vrteran." Eilert said. 
"I think p<>oplc are starting to distin­
guish bct11,cen the war and the warrior 
and (realize) that because a kid went to 
\ 'i!'tnam. he wasn't going there to kill 
childr!'"!. hr. wa~ going because he 
tliuugilL il was right. · 

"ll \<'a< i•1st a lo~y war, that's all," 
he said 

Vets ai,11 1,. 
sl1ctl ugly 

• war stigma 
by Anna Madrzyk ---When people think about the Virf 
nam veteran, the _picture that ofte 
springs to mind is a negative one. 

The stereotype of the deeply trou 
bled Vietnam veteran is one that ha 
been reinforced by movies and n, 
And Vietnam veterans who believe it i 
both lnaccunte and unfair are tryin; 
IO do tomething about it.' 

"What we're trying to do is mak!' th-
" lffl!I\IE IWitt tillt trr~-vtetnam vetN'lll 

who .lives next to you Is not dif!t'ren 
frohl the Korean War veteran or th, 
World War Il veteran who laid his lif, 
on the line, and maybe you ought to bt 
looking at him for what be is now. no 
what the war was to you," said Denni 
Con, a Barrington resident and partne 
in Murdoch and Coll, a commercia 
real estate firm with offices in Buffali 
Grove and Chicago. 

COLL IS THE chairman of the boari 
far the Chicago Vietnam Veteran 
Leadership Program, which has it 
headquarten In the same Lake-Cl)()! 
Road professional building as his re;i 
estate office. 

Othen on the board of directors in 
elude-two attorneys, a corporate vie, 
president and a VA hospital adminis 
trator who won the Congressiona 
Medal of Honor, the nation's highes 
military honor, for saving the lives o 
three comrades. 

They are all veterans who hav, 
"made it" since the war. And they sa: 
they are not the exceptions. 

The Vietnam Veterans LeadershiJ 
Program is a national program ap 
proved by President Reagan and orga 
nized under VISTA (Volunteers ir 
Service to America.) The first loca 
programs got off the ground last Octo 
ber, and the effort is expected to ex 
pand to all 50 states before Septembci 
1984 when the federal funding run: 
out. 

APPROVED AT a time when otbc1 
social service programs were ht-in; 

. cut back and with a modest $2 millior 
annuii budget for the enti~ cour.l1 y 
the VVLP is ln'tended primarily as i 

volunteer effort. 

Besides ,POiishing the tarnished im 
age of the Vietnam veteran, the aim c 
the VVLP Is to enlist successful veter 
ans to help those who are having prob 
)ems and assist them in obtaining th< 
myriad of services available to thrm. 

No one involved with the proi:r3m ii 
denying there are still many Victnan­
veterans who are suffering medical or 
psychological problems as a result o ; 
the war, including those whos• 
illnesses are linked to exposure t, 

Agent Orange, a chemical defolian t 
Unemployment among Vietnam vct"r 
ans is running above the national aver­
age and countless · others are "u:i 
deremployed" in jobs that do not 
match their education and skill levels. 

"We are r,ot offering one--on-on( 
couruieling. What we can do, hopefully 
ls cut down red tape in solving prob 
lems a veteran might have and direct 
him to the proper agency." said En 
gene F . Connell Jr., a Chicago attorne) 
on the VVLP board. 

The Chicago VVLP's first public pro­
gram was a seminar earlier this montl· 
on starting a small busillel!S offered at 
Triton College in River Forest. 
· Other plans are to present an art 

lhow by Vietnam veterans at severa t 
local community colleges this fall. u. 
organize a speaken bureau to gin 
presentations to business and college 
groups and to establish a permanent 
state archJve for the artwork of Viet­
nam veterans. 

RICK EILERT was 19 years old 
when he enlisted In the Marines 
and was soot to Vietnam, Where 
he was hit by a grenade blast that 
nearlv de!';troved his leas. 
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L Volk to head Vietnam 
? Veterans Leadership Program 

Thomas W. Pauken, director 
of ACTIQNJias appointed David 
Volk as the volunteer chair­
m.tn of the South Dakota Viet­
nam Veterans Leadership Pro­
gram. 

Volk, 36, is the treasurer of 
the State of South Dakota. 
Trained as a journalist by the 
Army Defense School, he served 
in Vietnam with the 101st Air­
borne. Volk was elected state 
treasurer shortly after returning 
from Vietnam and has held the 
post ever since. 

"We're looking for veterans 
who have demonstrated the 
qualities of leadership, commit­
ment, motivation and integrity," 
said Pauken. 

"I feel a kinship with other 
Vietnam veterans," says Volk, 
who won the Bronze · Star in 
Vietnam. "I want to give all 
Vietnam veterans the oppor­
tunity to know they are some­
body and that if they haven't 
made it yet, they can." 

The Vietnam Veterans Leader­
ship Program (VVLP), launched 
by.President Reagan in a Rose 
Garden ceremony Nov. 10, 1981, 
is administered by ACTION, the 
national volunteer agency. The 
VVLP mobilizes successful Viet-

nam veterans as non-paid volun­
teers to help solve the prob­
lems still faced by some of 
their fellow veterans. 

The program is a short term, 
low cost, volunteer effort with 
a major focus on changing the 
image of Vietnam veterans. "One 
of our main goals is to dispel 
the stereotype of the Vietnam 
veteran as a 'loser'," said Volk. 

"The great majority of those 
who served in Vietnam have 
readjusted well to civilian life," 
says Pauken. "And many are 
outstanding community leaders 
who have achieved prominence 
in their professions and busi­
nesses." 

The VVLP now operates in 
17 cities and states and expects 
to establish programs in 50 
communities nationwide. 

Volk said that an office is 
being opened in Rapid City and 
further announcements concern­
ing programs and personnel 
would be made shortly. -------
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. $53,910 Gr~~f 
Given Effort 
For Veterans 

Gazette State New■ 

PINE BLUFF - The Vietnam 
Veterans' Leadership Program of Ar· 
kansas has received a $53,910 grant 
from ACTION, the umbrella organi­
zation for federally funded volunteer 
programs. The grant, which will fund 
the program for 12 months, was an­
nounced in Washington Monday by 
United States Representative Beryl 
Anthony Jr. 

Don Grigg of Pine Bluff, a veteran 
of two tours in Vietnam, will bead 
the program. He said it was "a boot­
straps effort to help Vietnam veterans 
put the war behind them and to as­
sist them in working through a wide 
range of problems." 

Grigg, who lost a leg in Vietnam 
and was twice decorated for hero­
ism, said that Vietnam veterans who 
have been successful with their lives 
since the war. would be recruited aa 
volunteers to help others who have 
not adjusted well. He said a list of 60 
volunteers, including lawyers, doc­
tors ·and business executives bas been 
compiled. 

The program will be based in Pine 
· Bluff, but will operate statewide. 

The Vietnam Veterans' Leadership 
Program was initiated on a national 
basis in November when President 
Reagan signed a bill making .AC­
TI()N the sponsoring federal agency 
ffll""'tm!' effort. The Arkansas organi­
zation is the 14th in the nation to be 
funded, Grigg said. 

Since early this year, Grigg bas 
been working with Anthony and 0th­
en to have a program for Arkansas. 

Another Vietnam veteran, Leon 
Clements, senior vice president of 
Simmons First National Bank in Pine 
Bluff, will be volunteer chairman of 
the organization. 
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Volk heads 
Vietnam 
vets program · 

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) - State 
Treasurer David Volk has been 
appointed volunteer chainnan 
-0f the South Dakota Vietman 
Veterans Leadership Program, 
a volunteer program run by 
ACTION. 

The national program uses 
successful Vietnam veterans as 
unpaid volunteers to help solve 
the problems faced by other 
veterans, said 11 CTION Di­
rector Thomas Pauken, who 
appointed Volk. 

"I want to give all Vietnam 
veterans the opportunity to 
know they are. somebody and 
that if they haven't made it yet, 
they can," said Volk, who was 
awarded the BronJ:e Star in 
Vietnam. "One of our main 
goals is to dispel the myth of 
the Vietnam veteran as a 
'loser." 
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, 7ietnam . ·vets still fighting--

By [ Ileen Oglntz 
MILl"f i\RV DOCTORS d.lda'l expect 

Rick I:.:1lt.rt to survive. 
nw.- •o vear-<1ld marine had taken a 

p-enadt• wll force In hla leg. Then, as he 
lay then• bleeding, both legs and arms 
am.a1h<'<I. o North Vietnamese aoldler 
jumpt:d n,1t of tile brush and shot him. · 

"The" bstJed me home so I could die 
at hom, · Eilert s11id. But the feisty 
youn~M• • survived and , after seven 
months I Great Lakes Naval Hospital, 
wc11l ti , .,1e determined to make 
som(·thit ., of his life . 

Tl,at , .. •s 196!l and the height of the 
1rnt1war .u,·ement; Vietnam veterans­
evc11 ba wounded servicemen-were 
not sym, ... :hetically greeted. Eilert re­
called. "} veryone treated me differently . 

Even my friends would ask me how 
many I had -killed." 
. 1n frustration, Eilert, who Is 100 per­
cent medically disabled, went to live in 
Europe. He drove a truck in Ireland, 
worked in a restaurant In ,Germany and 
wrote a novel in Spain about the hospital 
ward in which he spent his long convales­
cence. 

"I WROTE THE book because I want­
ed everybody who helped me to know I 
remembered," said Eilert, a strapping 6-
footer who is now 32. 

But he threw out his first manuscript, 
all 300 pages, because he didn't think 
anyone would be int.ereste:d in a Vietnam 
veteran's story. Then, after he rt-turned 
to the United States and couldn't find & 

• j_~b, his wife encournged him to start 

---

this time ··for understanding 
again. "Three-South" ia scheduled to be 
published this year by William Morrow & 
Co, Ellert aald, adding that he has 
finished a aecond novel and 1a working on 
a third. 

Eilert, the father of two, bas had :n 
operations, muat wear a . brace on one 
leg, lives in constant pain and atill has so 
much shrapnel in him they'll never get It 
out. But he feels good about his Ille, and 
positive about his future. 

"Look, if there was a positive that ('Sn 
come out of war it is all of those thiugs 
that happen In combat-all of those liltle 
pieces of courage-that serve to strenf!h­
en you when you get back ... . We used 
that part of our adolescence to grow o~." 

EILERT SAID THERE are lhou11aud6 
of successful Vietnam vets-doctors &rid 

lawyen; and executivea and construction 
workers and teachers-who are rearing 

, families and playing an active role in 
their communities. , 

His mission now . he believes, ii to 1 

;,.d ispel the image of the Vietnam veteran 
i•s a ne'er-do-well and to . help those 
r veterans who have had trouble getting 
;their Jives back together since Vlt>tnam. 
~Eilert Is Chicago director of a new feder-
1 ally funded program called the Vietnam 
, Veterans Leadership Program (WLP> . 
. Offices are expected to open in 50 cities 
; by Sept.ember. 

The new $!>-million program is a com­
munity b&sed volunteer effort, organized 
under the auspices of VISTA [Volunt ... ers 
In Service To America) designed to enlist 
successful vets as voluntet,n; to help 
those still having problems and tc, erase 

the negative 1tereotype ol the Vietnam 
veteran, explained Dennil Coll, a com­
mercial real estate developer and chair­
man of the board ol the Chicago pro-
gram. · 

"WE WANT TO HELP ,et die polDt 
acroes that the Vietnam vet ia like the 
World War 11 vet and the Korean vet," 
said 39-year-old Coll, a West Point gradu­
ate and Vietnam veteran. "He's now an 
active, contributing member of society. 
That 1 percent of the group [who are 
having problems) have gotten all of the 
attention." 

"This is the old self-help volunteer 
prorri,m ," Coll continued , sitting in his 
Bufflllo Grove Offiet! down the hall from 
the new headquarters of the Chicago 
VVLP. "We want to use people locally so 

the guys [who need help] will ' bave 
iOmeone right there they can IO ~-,, 

Eilert pofnt.ed out that there •JOO ooo 
Vietnam-era veuirana in the ~go 
area and .that at leaat z percem of them 
are out of -work. Nationally, about 17 
percent of the 2.6 million Vietnam-era 
veterans are unemployed. Many have 
suffered psychological problems stem­
m~g from delayed atresa because of 
their war experiencea. Other11 have 
become seriously ill from what ls be­
lieved to be exposure to lhe chemicaj 
defoliant Agent Orange. 

"1~re are so many agenciei; and com­
munity groups that can help these 
vet~raM," Eilert added, "But 80 man\' 
don t know where to go." · 

• 
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State news 
vork appointed 
to veterans program 
position 
PIERRE - State Treasurer David 
Volk has been appointed volunteer 
chairman of the South Dakota Vietnam 
Veterans Leadership Program, a 
volunteer program run by ACJIQti-

The national program usils successful 
Vietnam veterans as unpaid volunteers 
to help solve the problems 'faced by 
other veterans, said ACTION Director 
Thomas Pauken, who appointed Volk. 

"I want to give all Vietnam veterans 
the opportunity to know they are 
somebody and that if they haven't 
made it yet, they can," said Volk, who 
was awarded the Bronze Star in Viet-

. nam. "One of our main goals is to dispel 
the myth of the Vietnam veteran as a 
'loser."' 

_,, 
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Volk fieading veteran program_ 
PIERRE - State Treasurer David Volk bas been appointed wl· 

unteer chairman of the South Dakota Vietnam Veterans Leader­
ship Program, a volunteer program MJD by ACTION. 

The national program uses successful Vietnam ffterana u IID· 
paid volunteers to help solve the problems faced by other veter­
ans, ACTION Director Thomas Pauken said. 

... 
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\?; Action Salutes Some 
~utstanding Huma,. Beings 

W\4'n 14-year-old Wanda 
Cam~'hcll first met Kim, her 
Camt--..>dian "buddy," at the 
Dags ,' lt Middle School in Fort 
Won'\ . Tens , she held out her 
h~nd and said, "Friend." 
Kim._ who spl·11ks very little 
Engh-..h, initially didn't know 
ho~ t., respond and held back. 

But when I did it again," 
recall~ Wand11 . "Kim shook 
my h~nd anJ said 'friend • w . . 

e ',. been friends ever 
since . · · 

WanJa Campbell is one of 
about a dozen students at 
Daggt'tt School to volunteer to 
h~lp a newly arrived Cambo­
dian Y\'Ungster learn English · 
and feel at home in America. 
Begun in February, this Cam­
bodian auddy system is a 
one-year, local pilot project of 
Young Volunteers in Action a 

· new community service p;o­
gram for youth ages 14 to 22 
ad~inistered by Action; th; 
~tonal volu~teer agency. 

The word "friend" is uni­
versal_ and volunteering is the 
Amencan way of expressing 
friendship. Whether they are 
14 years old or 84, no matter 
whether rich or poor, volun­
teers are America's greatest 
~atural resource. During Na­
tion~! Volunteer Week, from 
April 18-24, 1982, sponsored 
by the Natiortal Center For 
Citizen Involvement, Action 

, salutes its own volunteers ...., 
more than 325,000 outstanding 
human beings. 

Action volunteers serve un­
der the Foster Grandparents 

'Program, Retired Senior Vol-
• _ eer Program (RSVP), Se­
- D.IOC Companion Program, Vol­
:. :tecrs in Servics: to Am~ 
f..CllSIA), Young Volunteers in 
: Al · n a.u.d Vietnam Veterans 
! Leadership Program (VVLP). 

"Over our history; Ameri- · "I'm not going to sit 4own 
cans have always extended and not do anything," main­
~eir hands in gestures of tains Mrs. Lopez, who spends 
_assistance," says President at least 20 hours a week taking 
Ronald Reagan. · "The spirit care of four women ranging in 
that bu ilt this country still age from 59 to 78, who are 
dwell!> in our people . They suffering from infirmities. She 
want to hdp. We only need to is one of about 5,280 Senior 
ask thc111 ." Companions who give indivi-

A mcmlicr of the student dual care and assistance to 
council 11 1 Daggett Middle other adults, . especially the 
School, Wnnda Campbell was elderly living at home or in 
one of tlw first students to institutions. 
extend hc.:r hand in friendship "What would I do at home? 
to a Cambodian refugee stu- Sleep all day? Sew all day? It's 
dent. She sees 12-year-old a much better thing to go 
Kim every day at school and outside and see someone," 
talks to her with or without an notes Mrs. Lopez. She reads 
interpreter. _. : . ~ and writes letters for the 

"It's quite hard, but we do women , who can neither read 
the best we can," says Wan- nor write, and speak only 
da, poipting out that they look Spanish. She also combs their 
up words in an English-Cam- hair, fixe s them tea and takes 
bodian dictionary. "It's worth those who are able for short 

walks . 
it. I know that if I went to 
another-' country, I'd want . "I try to keep them from going to nursing homes. They 
someone to help me." don't want me to quit and I'm 

Wanda is one of about 125 proud of that," she says, 
Young Volunteers in Action adding, "I Jove _my friends 
serving at least ten hours a 
month in their local communi- here . They are old. I am old, 
ties without stipend. Up to llut-1 think l have a little more_ 
~.!)00 stu_dents are expected to energy than they do. -We just 
Jotn their ranks within the keep on going." 
year. Before Kip Becker joined 

" This corps of young volun- the Army in 1966, he wasn't 
teers will help carry out the going anywhere in particular. 
President ' s order to return He had flunked out of two 
voluntarism to the local com- years in college and was just 
munities where it belongs," drifting along. When he got to 
says Action Director Thomas flight school, he found that 
W ·. _Pauken. "Young people there were things that he could 
helping other youths in the learn . He then went on to 

· community will greatly benefit s~rve as a helicopter pilot in 
both the volunteers and those Vietnam. 
they serve." "When I got out of the 

At age 85, Ramona·R. Lopez Army, my achievements in the 
of McAllen, Texas, is · more war filled a major part of my 
than 70 years older than resume," recalls Becker, 35, 
Wanda Campbell, but she too of Wilmongton, Del. "As the 
goes out of her way .to help years went by, that section 
those who need her. With 129 dwindled down to read, 'Mili­
gr~ndhildren and great-grand- tary Service - 1966-1970'. 
children, Mrs. Lopez still has 
the time and energy to be a 
companion to four homebound 
senior citizens, all of whom are 
younger than she. · 



"Like a lot of Vietnam veter­
ans, I simply wrote it off my 
resume and went on my way," 
continues Becker, who -pro­
ceeded to earn two master's 
degrees and . a doctorate in 
psychology. "Due to a collec­
tive feeling of guilt, we all sort 
of disappeared in the closet for 
15 years. We didn't win the 
war and didn't want people to 
know we were involved in it. 
Now it's time to come out." 

Director of development, 
marketing and public relations 
at Wilmington College, Becker 
recently became chairman of 
the Vietnam Ve"ierans Leader­
ship Program (VVLP) in Wil­
mington, one of 14 Action• 
sponsored VVLPs in the coun• 
try. He volunteers about 15 
hours a week organizing a 
network of successful •vietnam 
veterans in the community and 
coordiriating existing services 
that could benefit those veter­
ans who still have problems 
associated with their military 
service. 

"Vietnam veterans are- not 
all alcoholics and drug addicts. 
We can make a stand to 
contradict that negative image 
and provide positive role mo­
dels for those less fortunate 
veterans who just haven't 
been able to fit back into 
society," he explains. 

"Sure, it was an unpopular 
war. But we were asked to do 
something and we're proud we 
did it. What we in VVLP want 
to do is replenish that pride 
that some of our comrades 
have lost. Then we can all get 
about the business of living." 

Living means giving, es­
pcda-1ly to children, for many 
Action volunteers. "What the 
children need so much is love 
- to know that you care about 
them," observes Margie 
Twi.s.s7 74, who serves five 

•· ~ . 'L---
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days a week as an RSVP volun­
teer, recruiting and coordinat­
ing other Retired Senior Vol­
unteers for a Head Start 
program in Rapid City, South 
Dakota. 

Action's largest program, 
RSVP has more than 300,000 
volunteers age 60 and over, 
devoting time and energy to 
community service without 
compensation. Under a recent 
interagency agreement be­
tween Action and the Depart­
ment of Health and Human 
Services, a number of Retired 
Senior Volunteers and Foster 
Grandp~nts are serving as 
teacher aides and volunteer 
coordinators for preschoolers 
in Head Start. • 

"I love kids. I love this 
work. It makes me feel like I'm 
still worth something," says 
Mrs. Twiss, who "retired'.' at 
age 60 after teaching 32 years 
on the Pine Ridge Reservation 
where she was born and 
raised. "I was ready to climb 
the walls. I couldn't retire." 

Mrs. Twiss divides her time 
between helping the children 
in the classroom and convinc­

•ing other "retirees". to join her 
in RSVP. She's recruited 44 
since October and is aiming for 
100 by fall. 

"I'm in earnest. I keep after 
them. If they say the)' don't 
feel up to it, I tell them, "If you 
can talk and move your limbs, 
you are valuable,' " she 
exclaims, adding, "If all they 
can do is sit and let the 
children· h{\g them, that is 
enough." , 

Filling a missing gap in 
homes where there is potential 
child abuse or neglect is. the · 
mission of Alma Diggs, 60, a 
Foster Grandparent . with . a 
parent -_aid group in Hampton, 
Va. 

"There's always something 
missing in these homes. I can 
sense it as soon as I walk in the 
door,'' says Mrs. Diggs. "It's 
love that's lacking and that's 
where I come in. I try to supply 
the extra love to bring the 
family closer together." 

Mrs. Diggs is one of about 
18,030 Foster Grandparents 
providing companionship and 
guidance to emotionally, phy­
sically and mentally handicap­
ped children all over the coun­
try. She and five other Foster 
Grandparents in the program 
provide understanding and 
support to the children and 
parents or foster parents in 
homes where social welfare 
workers have identified poten­
tial cases of abuse or neglect. 

"Little by little, .the children 

will tell you about their 
feelings in the home and 
gradually you'll know better 
how fo work with the mother," 
reports Mrs. · Diggs, who 
spends about 16 hours a week 
with two families. "I think tflat 
it all boils down to a lack of 
un·derstanding. A lot of people 
don't understand how to raise 
children. They may have good 
intentions and love their chil­
drea, but it doesn't come 
across that way to the kid~." 

She maintains that potential 
child abuse can be prevented 
with gentle guidance. " .I don't 
feel like I'm fighting a losing 
battle and I don't think I'll 
ever see a case too tough to 
handle," she states. "To 
really have success, you can't 
do just enough and I'm willing 
to go that extra mile." 

. What would we do without 
these tremendous natural re~ 
sources? 
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Rick Eilert, a U.S. Marine Corps vete­
ran, has written a boolc which will be 
published next year by William Morrow 
Company. It's called Three South, and 
the title was taken from the name of the 
ward Rick was on when he returned, 
badly wounded, from Vietnam in 1968. 
He hadn't planned to be a writer; but in 
those fust months on Three South he 
found, like everyone on the ward, that it 
was impossible to communicate with 
those outside. Part of it was wondering 
why he bad survived while his buddies 
were still fa,hting in Nam. Part .of it was 

a. 

the failure of the American public to sup­
port or understand the sacrifice the Rick 
Eilerts had made for their country. And 
so, for reasons of therapy, he began to 
write about life and reflections on "the 
dirty orthopedic ward" called dirty be­
cause all thqie on it was suffering from 
festering. open wounds and bone dam­
age; most of them no more than twenty 
years old. 

When Riclc left the Navel Hospital at 
Great Lakes, Ill., rated as 100 percent 
physically disabled with chronic bone dis­
ease and shrapnel still in his body, he was 
not disabled in his mind or in his heart or 
in his desire to malce a start. The writing 
he put aside. Later, he was to observe: .. In 
addition to the hostile social attitudes en­
countered by the Vietnam veteran... he 
also found employment bard to find, but 
for the returning disabled veteran, find­
ing a job was almost impossible. for Rick 
it was. So inspite of the leg brace, the 
difficuhy of getting around with partially 
paralyt.ed arms, he went to Europe and 
found worlc in several countries. In Spain 
he began to write again. · 

Ever since highschool, there had been a 
girl named Cheryl Following Vietnam, 

• they bad seperated because, as be said. . 
.. You can't expect a 20 year old girl to go 
around with and 85 year old man." In 
time they narrowed the age gap and were 
married. It was Cheryl who encouraged 
him to write, who worked when he at­

. tended college, who was there when he 
bad to have additional operations ,­
Cheryl who is always there, the mother of 
their four year old daughter, and soon to 
be the mother of their second child. 

lbere was also Bill Corson, a Marine 
veteran of three wars, a colonel in Viet­
nam, a bulwark of strength who keeps in 
touch. A professional writer of note, Cor­
son read Rick's manuscript and was in­
strumental in putting it into the hands of 
a publisher. And so, Three South is com­
ing out early next year. Meanwhile, its 
author is the Chicago project director for 
ACTION'S Vietnam Veterans Leadcr­
shlp Program ... We face two major chal­
lenges," he says. "One is to erase the 
stereotype image of a veteran as a loser, 
and the other is to extend a helping hand 
to fellow veterans in need of employment 

' and hope.• 
It's a apecial job for a special guy ... 4 

wunn named Ra Eilert. 
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ACTION salutes some outstanding human beings 
· When 14-year-old Wanda Campbell first 
met Kim, her Cambodian "buddy," at the 
Daggett Middle School in Fort Worth, 
Texas, she held out her hand and said 
"Friend." Kim, who speaks very littl; 
English, initially didn't know how to 
respond and held back. 
.· "But when I did it again," recalls 
Wanda, "Kim shook my hand and said 
'friend.' We've been friends ever since." 

Wanda'Campbell is one of about a dozen 
students at Daggett School to volunteer to 
help a newly arrived Cambodian youngster 
learn English and feel at home in America. 
Begun in February, this Cambodian Buddy 
system is a one-year, local pilot project of 
Young Volunteers in ACTION, a new 
community service program for youth aged 
14 to 22, administered by ACTION, the 
national volunteer agency. 

The word "friend" is universaf and 
volunteering is the American way of 
expressing friendship. Whether they are 
1 years old or 84, no matter whether rich 
or r, ,.-oJunteers are Amertca's greatest 

resource. During National Volun-
·ee , from April 18 to 24, 1982, 
~ by the , ational Center For 

· c ent, ACTIO salutes its 
c than 325,000 out-

ACTION volunteers serve under the 
Foster Grandparent Program, Retired Sen­
ior Volunteer Program (RSVP), Senior 
Companion Program, Volunteers in Service 
to America (VISTA). Young Volunteers in 
ACTION and Vietnam Veterans leadership 
Program (VVlP). 

"Over our history, Americans have 
always extended their hands in gestures o( 
assistance," ,says President Ronald Rea­
gan . "The spirit that built this country still 

· dwells in our people. They want to help. 
We only need to ask them.", 

Before Kip Becker joined 'the Army in 
1966, he wasn't going anywhere in 
particular. 'He had flunked out of two years 
in college and was just drifting along. 
When he got to flight school, he found that 
there were things that he could learn. He 
then went Qn to serve as a helicopter pilot 
in Vietnam . 
. "When I got out of the Army, my 
achievements in the war filled a major part 
of my · resume," recalls Becker, 35, of 
Wilmington, Det.· "As the years went by, 
that section dwindled down to •read, 
'Military service-1966 to 1970.' 
_ '' Like a lot of Vietnam veterans, I simply 
wrote it off my resume and went on my 
way," continues Becker, who proceeded to 
earn two master's degrees and a doctorate 

in psychology. uue to ·a collective feeling 
of guilt, we all sort of disappeared in the 
closet for 15 years. We didn't win the war 
and didn 't want people to know we were 
involved in it. Now it's time to come out." 

Director of development, marketing and 
public realiions at Wilmington College, 
Becker recently became chairman of the 
Vietnam Veterans leadership Program 
(VVLP) in Wilmington, one of 14 ACTION­
sponsored VVLPs in the country. He 
volunteers about 15 hours a week organ­
izing a network of successful Vietnam 
veterans in 'the community and coordin­
ating existing services that could benefit 
those veterans who still have problems 
associated with their military service. 

"Vietnam veterans are· not all alcoholics 
and drug addicts. We caq make a stand to 
contradict thalnegative image and provide 
positive role models for those less fortun­
ate veterans who just haven't been able to 
'fit back into society," he explains. 

"Sure, it was an unpopular war. But c 
were asked to do something and wc•re 
proud we did it. What we in VVLP want to 
do is replenish that pride that some of 
comrades have lost. Then we can ail get 
about the business of living." 

What would we do 
rremendo!-'s natural resources! 
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North Sider is leader in group 
aiding Vietnam-era veterans 
IS) JOS Kl~KISO 
Corrt'Spc>ndc•nl 

DtPAt.:L AREA rrsidrnt Gent 
Conntll suni\'rd thr physical and 
psycholo11iral horrors uf \'ittnam to 
becomt a succrssful la wytr and a 
wtll adjust rd rili1rn Sow hr ~ ants 
to help othtrs. less well off. Viet , 
na m \'etera ns . 

Conntll 1s one of thl' founding 
members of the Chira~o Vietnam 

: Veterans Leadership Program The 
program. formed in March of 1982. 
aims to erase the "stereotypr of the 
Vietnam veteran as a victim and 
loser. and to enlist the help of suc­
cessful Vietnam veterans as volun. 
leers to help those who still have 
problems adjusting to civilian life." . 

Connell was 23 when, in 1969, he 
served In the Air Force as part of a 
8-S2 fighter squadron for two years. 

THE MEDIA, Connell said, is 
' responsible for the Image of the 

Vietnam veteran. "The media's 
,';\ portrayal of the Vietnam veteran as 
~ a baby-killer and a maladjusted los. 
-~. er is an Improper. Inaccurate one," 
<:::. Connell said . "The majority of Viet-

nam vets came back and success­
fully readjusted to civilian life." 

Connell conredes that considera­
ble problems remain for a number 
of Vietnam veterans. but, he said, 
"The coverage given to the minori­
ty leads readers to believe the prob 
!ems are suffered by the majority." 

Working with vettrans on a 
voluntter basis for seven years, 

· beginning when he was enrolled In 
Northern Illinois law school, Con­
nell came to believe that "For the 
most part, Vittnam Vets were no 

nam veterans fartd some uniqut 
diflirultit'S no1 encountered by 
World War II or Korran war veter­
ans. 

"Generally speaking," Connell 
said, "the combat stress effect was 
the same in \'ietnam as in WWII 
and Korea . But the Vietnam veter­
an faced an additional problem in 
that no specific front lines were 
drawn . For the entire period a per­
son was in \'letnam ht was con­
stantly fac.ed with a hostile popu. 
lace which made it difficult to 
determine who was an enemy and 
who was an ally." 

The \'ietnam veteran, according 
to Connell. literally had no time to 
relax. 

But Connell also said he felt the 
Vietnam veteran was swept up in 
the turbulance that was the social 
'scene of the late 1960s and early, 
19705. 

"THE PROBLEMS Vietnam Vets 
encountered were nothing more 
than a microcosm of a ct ,nging 
society in the late 60s and early 
70s," Connell said. "The average 
age of the Vietnam soldier was 19. 
This would place him right In the 
middle of the age group that would 
seem 10 have been more attracted 
to drug use and anti .government 

Connell himself was reluctant to 
discuss his own views on whether 
America should have been in Viet­
nam . 

THE FACT is that we are not 
ari:;uing the politics or morality of 
the war," Connell said. "ReC'ogniz­
lng that problems t:xisted, and still 
remain , we are saying that the 
overwhelming majority of indivi­
duals were able to overcome the 
problems successfully and readjust 
to society." 

"ln prior wars units were sent 
over and came back together," 
Connell said. "In Vietnam soldiers 
were sent over as individuals and 
returned as individuals to what 
they perceived was a hostile recep­
tion on the part or many people who 
did not serve." 

The government, according to 
Connell, just was not geared to han­
dle these new types or prol>lems 
suffered by a bunch of lonely and 
confused men. 

"The traditional programs in 
place since WWII did not meet the 
needs of the Vietnam veteran," 
Connell said. 

The Vietnam Veterans Leader­
ship Program wants to fill the vac­
umn left by the governments inabil­
ity to assist Vietnam Veterans by 

"creating an environment for vets 
to be aided in the areas of employ. 
ment. education, and any personal 
problems which may exist," Con­
nell said. 

THE PROG R.UI does not direct­
ly counsel veterans Connell said. 
"We try and refer them to the most 
effective service groups. We don't 
want to duplicate what is currently 
in exlstance, we want to help them 
overcome any problems they may 
have in dealing with these agen­
cies." 

Five board members presently 
constitute the full strength of the 
program. Connell hopes to expand 
to seven board members, as well as 
forming a IS-member advisory 
board, by September. 

Trying to involve the government 
at all levels, as well as private 
Industry and educators, the pro­
gram needs more volunteers If it is 
to stand a chance to do what the 
government could not. The Vietnam 
Veterans Leadership Program is 
located in Buffalo Grove. The phone 
number is 520-4380. 

Connell has no doubts. "We will 
grow strong enough to make a 
significant contribution. That's the 
whole purpose of the program." 

feelings." ~ 

The Vietnam Y, 
feels, faced the t 
being under unu, 
pressure, as we' 
combat pressure· 

------ --------- -----~-- - - - ~ 
. COin-Beimont (

7
u) 

n~#IDr "There Is no. 
Connell said, 
percentage t . ' 
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I cantalt wl&b 1llllldUed IICft,not Story By ,T. w. Pauken ~ demanding much of himself or 

IIIECJOI OUCTION ·.' ·· of anybody; a nine-t&-five Job 
-., with a beer waiting: lei bun at 

·TNUOOD NEWS IEPOIT '-- the end of the day. . . 
, Dave Huffman of Wilmington, Two . things ' happefted. He 
Del. claims he was such a poor couldn't find employment; and 
student;· he flunked out of kin- : atadancehemet.SJla,On.\00. ·. 
dergarten. Maybe so. He didn't '. . "She turne.d the world around 
have DlUCh going for him then; a~ for m~," he said. &,le convinced 
messed up home Ufe and eight him to go back to school, and 
years 1-t an orphanage. He didn't with the VA benefits 4ue fr_oip 
ftnilh bida school, dl'ODDb'Mr out his .military aervice, he did SO, 
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19, he enlisted la the lllarlnei. : from Wilmington College ; ; ~ 
That WM November 1987, and ill ·· behavioral , science • and m 
April 1968 he arrived in Vietnam criminal justice. He was.also the 
as a combat rifleman. On Sept. first blind stude.nt to graduate 
29, a day he'll never forget, he from Delaw,u-e . Law School. 
was booby trapped. When he Soon, be'll be · taking his bar 
woke up in the hospital in exams, and .. he plans to 
DaNang, he was blind. That was specialize in international law. 
the beginning of the baa news, Right now, he's a p~ogram 
and it got worse. planner in the new Vietnam 
· He tame home to find he · Veterans Leadership Program, 

really wasn't wanted, not as a sponsored by ACTION; the 
· veteran, not with his disability national volunteer agency. The 
which was too much of an incon- -purpose of the program is one of 
venience for those around him to aid, from vetei:ans to veterans · 
handle. The future looked ex- whatever the need may be. Dave 
tremely bleak, but Dave was not has definite ideas on ways to a~ 
willing to accept defeat. "I knew proach employers, id~ that 
I had to tum my life around," he are innovative and different. 
said. "And I knew I had to rely "You've got to accentuate the 
onmyhead." gositive," he says, and he's _

1
, 

He entered - the Hines VA -=- ~ --
Rehabilitation - Center in · · living proof of that axiom. 
Chicago, Ill., to learn to adjust , · Recently, when he met Ronald 
and how to cope in a world of Reagan, he told the President it 
darkness. The course was wouldn't be too long before a 
scheduled to last four months; Vietnam veteran .took over the 
for David it lasted six. He Whi~ House job. He didn't name 
J>llaed his high school himself as a candidate, but with 
.. uivalency and was making all bis accomplishments at 3.1-, 
steady progress when he was in ~ include a brown belt in 
an automobile accident which • ~udo, don't rule him out. 
left him with a broken back, ; David L. Huffman has come a 
paralyzed from the necll down. k>ng way since he dropped out of 
He wasn't about to quit, wasn't schoot He has the kind of spirit 
geing to be left lying fiat. He and co~ge and outlook ~t 
began lifting weights in bed. ®r country has always depen-
Datermination combined with ded c,o. He's the fathei; of three 
medical treatment put him back children. and when he's asked 
oa his feet. how he has come so far so fast, 

he answers quietly, "Sharon 
Ann. With love and kindness you 
can go as far as you want." -
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Blin_d, Paralyzed. Ve.t fights- _wa; to feet, 
Changes Life through. Love 

By TIIOMAS W. PAUKEN, Dlreetor of AC'nON 
Dave Huffman of Wil- · 

mington, Del., c laims he nation combined with 
was such a poor student, he medical treatment put him 
flunked out of kindergar- a.ck on his feet. · 
ten. Maybe so. He didn't But now what to do? 
have much going for him At first, he figured he'd 
then; a messed up home be content with unskilled 
life and eight years in an work, not' demanding 

. orphanage. He didn't fin- much of himself or of any-
ish high school, dropping ~y; a nine-to-five ' job 
out in the 10th grade. When with a beer waiting for him 
he was 19, he enlisted in at the end of the day. 
the Marines. That was No- Two things -happened. 
vember 1967, and in April He couldn't find employ-
1968 he arrived in Vietnam ment, and, at a dance, he 
as a combat rifleman. On met Sharon Ann. 
Sept. 29,· a day he'll never "She turned the world 
forget, he was booby around fur me," he said. 
trapped. When he woke up SIM! convinced him to go 
in the hospital at Da Nang, back to school, and with 
he was blind. That was the the VA benefits due from 
beginning of U,e bad news, his military service, he did 
and it got worse. so. He was the first blind 

He came home u, 1'tnd· .student to earn not one but 
he really wasn't wanted, two degrees from wu~ 
not as a veteran, not with mington College - ln be-
his disabil ity which was havioral science and in 
too much of an inconven- criminal justice. He was 
ience for those around him also the first blind student 
to · handle. The future to graduate from Delaware 
looked extremely bleak, (....._ tan .. .... D) 
but Dave was not willing to 
accept defeat. "I knew I 
had to turn my life 
around," he sa id. "And I . 
knew I had to rely on my 
bead." 

He entered the Hines 
VA Rehabilitation Center 
in ChiQgo, 11,h, to leant to 
adjust and hO!:V to aope in a 
world of darkness. The 
course was scheduled to 
last four months; for 
David it lasted six. He 
passed bis high school 
eqwvalency and was mak­
ing steady progress ,..·hen 
he was in an automobil~ 
accident which left him 
with a br ,ken back, para­
lyzed rram the neck down. 
He wasn't about to quit , 
wasn't going to be left 
lying rial. He began lifting 
weights in bed. Determi-

Vet Fights Way .•. 
(Continued from page Zl) 
Law School. Soon, he'll be 
taking his bar exams, and . 
he plans to specialize in in­
ternational law. 

Right now, he's a p~ 
gram planner in the new 
Vietnam Veterans Leader­
ship Program, sponsored 
by ACTION, the national 
volunteer agency. The pur­
pose of the program is one 
of aid, from veterans to 
veterans whatever the 
need may be. 

Recently, when he met 
Ronald Reagan. be told the 
President it wouldn't be 
too long before a Vietnam 
veteran took over the 
White House job. He clicln't 
name himaelf u a cancH-

date, but with all his ac­
complishments at 33. 
which include a brown belt 
in Judo, don't rule him 
out. 

David L. Huffman hu 
come a long way since he 
dropped out of school. He 
has the kind of spirit and 
courage and outlook that 
our country has always de­
pended on. He's the father 
of three child~n. and 
when he's asked how he 
has come so far so fut. he 
answers quietly, "Sharon 
AM. With love and kind­
ness you can go as far u 
you want." 
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; By Thomas w.1a~n 
\ · Director of ACTION 
l The David L.Huffman Story 

Dave Huffman of Wilmington, 
Del.. claims he was such a poor 
student, he flunked out of kinder­
garten. Maybe so. He didn't, have 
much going for him then; a messed \ 

· up home ,U{e .l\P<t ~iaht years in an i, 
orphanage. He didn't finish high \ 
school; dropping out in the 10th 
grade. When he was 19, he 
enlisted in the Marines. That was 
November 1967, and in April 1968 
he arrived in Vietnam as a combat 

. rifleman. On ¥ptember 29, a day 
he'll never forget, he was booby 
trapped. When he woke up in the 
hospital at Da Nang, he was blind. 
That was the beginning of the bad 
news, and it got worse. s 

He came home to find he really 
wasn't wanted, not ilS a veteran, 
not with his disability which was 
too much of an incoevenience for 

. those around him to handle. The 
·future looked extremely bleak, but 
Dave was not willing to accept 
defeat. "I knew I had to tum my 
life around," he said. " And I knew 
I had to rely on my head." 
He entered the Hines · VA 

1 Rehabilitation Center In Ch~, 
\ Ill., to learn to adjust and how, to 

,,--- ~ 
1 cope in a world of darkness. The\ 

course was scheduled to last four I 
months; for David it lasted six, He ! 
passed his high school equivalency 
and was making steady prop-eu 
when he was in an automoj,lle 
accident which left him witJl ; a 
brotezi back, paralyzed from the 
neck down. He wasn't a~ fl!) 
quit, wasn't going to be left ty!ng 
flat. He began lifting weigh. in 
bed. Determination combined with 
medical treatment put him back on 
his feet. X <j · 

But now what to do? 
At first, he figured he'• be 

content with unskilled work, not 
demanding much of himself or of 
anybody; a nine-to-five job with a 
beer waiting for him at the end of 
the day. · 
Two things happened. . He 

couldn't find employment, and •ta 
dance, he niet Sharon Ann: ; 
.. She turned the world around .for 

me," he said. She convinced bim 
to go back to school, and with the 
VA benefits due from his military 

. service, he did so. He was the first 
blind student to earn not one but 
two degrees from Wilmington 
Collete •· in behavior-1 science-and 
inc rtminal justice. He was also-the 
tint bHnd student to ,radnate from 
delaware Law School. Soon, he'll 
be tal:ina his bar eums, and he 

·plimts to speclali:re in international . 
law. .,. 

Right now, he's a p~gram 
planner in the new Vietnam 
Veterans Leadership Program, 
sponsored by ACTION, the nation-. 
al volunteer agency. The purpose 
of the program is one of aid, from 
veterans to veterans whatever the 
need may be. Dave has definite 
ideas on ways to approach 
employers; ideas that are innovat­
tive and different. "You've got to 
accentuate the positive," he says, 
and he• s living proof of that axiom. 
Recently, when he met Ronald 

Reagan, he told the President it 
wouldn't be too long before a 

·, Vietnam veteran took over the 
White House job. He didn't name 
himselfas a candidate, but .with all 
his accomplishments at 33, which 
inlcude a brown belt in Judo, don't 

· rule him out. 
David L. Huffman has coii'Je a 

· long way since he dropped out_ ~f 
school. He has the kind of spmt 
and courage and outlook that our 
country has always depended on. 

: He'li the father of three children, 
·, and when he's asked how he has 
, come so far so fast, he answers 
:quietly, "Sharo.n Ann. With -love 1 

i&ad. tiadncss you can ~o as ,tltr as,_. 
you·waM. '.' 

.. 
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Program to attack 

Viet vet joblessness 
By Richard Bloom 
Dispatch Stoff Reporler 

Th e na t io n 's firs t VISTA­
staffed jobs program to tackle un­
employme nt among Vietnam vet­
erans will be launched in Colum­
bus ~larch 26 by the central Ohio 
chapter of Vietnam Veterans of 
America. 

The $28,000 program, designed 
and proposed by t he central Ohio 
group, has bee n approved by Vol­
unteers in Service to A meri c:a fo r 
one year, chapte r spokesman 
David Aldstadt said. He said it is 
the first such project organized 
and supnvised by Vi etnam veter­
ans to he appro\'f:rl by \'!STA. 

"\\'e hope thi s program is going 
to mean that we can t urn the un­
employ ment rate around to where 
the Vie tnam ve terans' unemploy­
ment r a te is about the saml• as the 
general population," Aldstadt said. 

AS OF JUNE, the unemploy­
ment rate for all Franklin County 
veterans was 4.8 percent, he said. 
At the same t im e, the unemploy­
ment rate for Vietnam veterans 
was 11.8 percent. 

Paul Schrader of ACTION, a 
government agency that over sees 
\ ISTA projects, said six VISTA 
voluntc-ers will be paid about $4,-
600 each to help develop the 
project. 

" I t hink what's unique about 
this project is that it's the first 
such grass-roots project approved 
by \ ' I TA and is a jobs program 
run by veterans for veterans," 
Schrader said. 

HE SAID the problems of un­
employment and ·k ills training 
has been neglected by such agen-

cies as the Veterans Administra­
tion because of a lack of resources. 

Schrader said the volunteers 
will begi n laying the groundwork 
March 26 and the program should 
be operat ional three to four weeks 
later. 

Aldstadt said one of the volun­
teers would be used exclusively for 
fund-rais ing to continue the pro­
gram after federal funding runs 
out. 

"We all took on a lot of respon­
sibility at a very young age over 
there," Aldstadt said. "But because 
of the media stereotypes and nega­
tive attitudes in general, employ­
ers have been reluctant to hire 
Vietnam veterans. 

"We should be as hirable as 
anyone." 

Aldstadt said the project is de­
signed, in part, to do just that -

make t he Vietnam veterans' skills 
competitive. 

"We want the employer to hire 
the best man for the j ob," he said, 
"but we a lso want the Vietnam 
veteran to have a fair chance at 
getting that job." 

THE JOB SKILLS program, 
Aldstadt said, will target four ma­
jor areas: 

• Pre-employment counseling. 
• Di rect empioyer contacts. 
• Matching available job skills 

wit h a j ob bank. 
• Post-employment counseling. 
"We want to do our hcst to 

make t he Vietnam veteran more 
employable and a better employ­
ee," Aldstad t said. "But we have to 
have tremendous employe r sup­
port. 

"Without it, the- project will 
die." 

A IR FORCE - 5 
Wt1 S~llNGTON, DC 
M 1 L3, 120 

JAN- -?2 

/ Program Taps Vietnam Vets "-
President Reagan has established, 

as part of ACTION, the national volun­
teer agenc?,tfll_, ..,rogram, the Viet­
nam Veterans Leadership Program, 
designed to highlight the leadership 
resources of Vietnam veterans. 

" It is t ime to tap the enormous re­
source of able and successful Viet­
nam veterans, who stand ready to 
come forward to help solve the prob­
lems still faced by their fellow veter­
ans," said Thomas W. Pauken, direc­
tor of ACTION and himself a veteran 
of Vietnam. John P. Wheeler 111 , also a 
Vietnam veteran, serves as the VVLP 
national program director. 

Duri ng 1982, the VVLP will be es­
tablished in fifty communities across 
the Un ited States. Programs are 
already under way in Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, San Antonio, Wilmington, 
Phoenix, and Nashville. Each of the 
fifty communities will have a volun-· 
teer chairman and a salaried project 
director, each to be both Vietnam 
veterans and community leaders. 

They will recruit volunteer Vietnam 
veterans to work at the sen ior levels 
of the communities ' business and 
government structure to help build 
and maintain a coordinated commu­
nity-wide effort to assist the thou­
sands of men and women who still 
have significant problems associated 
with their Vietnam experience, such 
as underemployment or unemploy­
ment. 

The program, designed to serve as 
a catalyst rather than as a specific ser­
vice delivery mech anism, will not 
attempt to duplicate or overlap the 
services already provided by the 
Veterans Administration and its out­
reach centers, or by local communi­
ty-based organizations or veterans 
service organizations. 

At a cost of $2 million per year, it is 
intended to be a short-term, cost­
effect ive volunteer effort. The federal 
role will be phased out by September 
1984, when th e program w ill be 
turned over to the local communities. 
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WSM To Aid Vietnam 
Veteran Job Efforts · 

WSM, Inc., has announced sup­
port for the Tennessee Vietnam 
Veterans Leadership Program 
amt that g: oap's etf01 ts to ihlb 
jobs for "in country" Vietnam 
veterans. 

Fred Tucker, executive direc­
tor of TVVLP, said veterans who 
served in Vietnam may apply for 
openings by contacting their lo­
cal · veterans employment repre­
sentative at the Job Service Off­
ice, 752 Madison Square Shop• 
ping Center. They must bring 
with them a copy of their DD-
214. 

WSM, Inc., consisting of Opry·­
land USA, Opryland Hotel, Opry­
land Productions, WSM-AM/FM 
and the Grand Ole Opry, present­
ly has 15 job openings with sala­
ries ranging from above mini­
mum wage to $15,000 a year. 

Ennis Jordan, personel direc­
tor of WSM, Inc., and one of the 
volunteer advisory board mem­
bers of TVVLP, Inc., was instru­
mental in creating this opportu­
nity, Tucker said. 

He said other employers inter• 
ested in participating in the pro­
gram should contact him or John 
Furgess atTVVLP, Inc., 215 8th 
Ave., Third Floor, . Nashville, 

:.11 Tenn. 37203. · 
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Vietna·m V eterans Program 
Forms Volunteer Advisory Pan el 

By LANITA GARDNER to make the entire range of George C. Paine II, judge, U.S. 
The Tennessee Vietnam Veter· available services as cohesive Bankruptcy Court, Middle Dis· 

ans Lea·dership Program has an· and effective as possible," said trict. 
• nounced the creation of a volun· Bartholomew. E. C. Stone, executive vice· 
teer advisory board, composed The program here . will ulti· president, First American Na-
of veterans who will assist fellow mately become a statewide oper- tional Bank. 
veterans with problem solving. ation. he said. James E. Wilson, president, 

The veterans will work as cata- In addition to Bartholomew, James E. Wilson and Associates, 
lysts at various social, economic, advisory board members who Inc. 
and political levels to help re- are U.S. Army veterans include: Helga Hart, an Army veteran 
solve ''.the lingering problems of Thomas W. Beasley, president, and convention manager with 
Vietnam veterans," said Samuel Thomas W. Beasley Insurance Airport Transporta ion, Inc., is 
W. Bar tholomew Jr ., local attor- Agency, Inc. currently the only female board 
ney and chair,man of the pro- Dr. R. Crants, president, Media member. Bartholomew said the 
j?ram. . 1 South. group is seeking other female 
· "THE LOCAL program is part Bob Deal, a partner in Purvis- Vietnam veterns willing to serve 
of a new federal init iative involv- Deal Architects and Engineers. with the TVVLP. 
ing the volunteer efforts of Viet- James R. Everett Jr., attor- Those board members who 
nam veterans who have success- ney, McKinney and Everett Law served in the Marine Corps are: 
fully readjusted to society follow- Offices. Jack Cate, account excutive, 
ing thei r wartime experiences in John Furgess, adminsitrative Merill Lynch brokerage firm. 
Southeast Asia." director, TVVLP. John A. Deering, a former 

The Nashville-Middle Tennes- Rep. Albert Gore Jr. POW who is with the Metro Sher-
see advisory board of directors Francis S. Guess, commission- iff's Department. 
of the TVVLP had its initial er, Tennessee Department of Charles F. Goggin, general 
meeting Jan. 29 at the War Me- General Services. manager; Fireside Distributors 
morial Building. Announcements Robin L. Hood, director of pho- and the U.S. marshal nominee. 
regarding opening of an office tography for the state. Board member Cecil R. Con­
and specific pr iorities of the or- Ennis B. Jordan, director of ley, chief of ·procurement affairs 
ganization will be made in the fu- personnel, WSM, Inc. in the state's Office of Minority 
ture, Bartholomew said. 1 C K t M t bl'c Enterprise, served in the U.S. Air 

Board members are asked ·to Wa ter · ur z, e ro pu 1 
· Force. 

volunteer time and leadership to _-.:d~e::.:f..:::e.:.:n.::d.::.e.:.:r ·:..,_ _____ _,,,~=-,,.,....,,._------------• 
help solve such problems plaging 
Vietnam veterans as unemploy-
ment, un answe red questions 
about the unpopular war, and 
low self-esteem. 

BARTHOLOMEW said that 
while some veterans do suffer 
from drug-related problems, the 
negative image of the Vietnam 
veteran as a drug addict and 
misfit needs to be corrected. 

President Reagan announced 
the $2 million, 50-city VVLP pro­
gram last ovember at a press 
conference, Bartholomew said. 
The \! ~ is administered by 
ACTIO. ·• the national volunteer 
agency, and is intended to be a 
"short term, cost effective, vol­
unteer program with significant, 
realistic, and limited goals," he 
said. 

The VVLP will not attempt to 
duplicate • Dr · overlap services 
provided by the Veterans Ad· 
ministration, community organ­
izations, or the veterans service 
or ganizations, he added. It will 
not be a one-on-one service deliv­
ery mechanism, nor ·a referral 
service, but will work with the 
VA and other appropriate agen­
cies, he sa id. 

"TENNESSEE VVLP will com-. . 
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New U.S. ~rogram _, 
· Successful Vietnam· vets to help others 
Wahington (UPI) - Bid when it 

was a dirty word lo be a Vietnam 
vetel'ln. • lot or ex-warriors qulttly ~t 
out to make their mark in the civilian 
world. 

Now the pm1ment ii l.llpping 
some of the more successrul veterans 
lo set up programs lo help their less 
rortunate comrades. 

"We were petrioll, not chumps." 
uid John D. Baines, 1 prospm,us real 
estate broker hued in San Antonio. 
Texu. "It'• now time lo Rt the record 
ltnigt1t.• 

Baines, a Navy Seabee in Viftnam. 
Is the volunteer chairman of the Viet• 
nam Veterans Leadership Procram in 
San Anlonio, one of five communitin 
where similar efforts are gathering · 
steam. 

"I Jl&\LIZE that while I worlted 
hard these past 10 ~•rs ror every- · 
thing I've got. there are pys out there 

who haven't been quite so fortunate." 
said Baint's. "I want to help give them 
• chance to make something out or 
their lives." 

The lt'adership program is de­
signed to encourage successrul former 
Vietnam veterans to voluntttr their 
time. errort· and creative leadership to 
help solve the problf'ms still faced by 
other veterans. 

go; New Yorlt City; Boston; San Fran­
cisco; Les Angtles; Columbus, Ohio; St. 
Louis and Houston. 

"High-quality Vietnam veterans. 
prertrably with combat experience, 
and who have excelled in their jobs" 
such as successrul businessmen. law• 
yers and artists. are being ,ought as 
leaders lo work on the program. Jayne 
said. 

Programs will be tailottd and de­
veloped ror the individual cities. with 
emphasis on solving the most ~vere 
local problems faced by Vietnam vet· 
erans. 

Volun~rs are not experted to do 
counseling or provide health facilities 
orrered by other agencies, Jayne said. 
And they will not provide a rererral 
service. · 

Sponsored by ACTION. the govem• l'i-=====;;;::;;;:::;;;;;::;;;::;;;::;;;::==;;;::=;;;::======• 
ment'1 volunteer •~ncy, the program 
will be established in 50 communities, 
each with • volunteer chairman and a 
11laried project director who are both 
Vietnam veterans. 

• Besides San Antonio. lnlUal ~ 
,...ms have been started In Baltimore: 
Nashville, Tenn.; Wilmington, Del., and 
Philadelphia. 

WILLIAM JAYNE. deputy director 
or the national program. said the next 
communitirs under consideration are 
Phoenix. Ariz.; Hartford, Conn.; Chica• 

1 ~· 
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President Honors 
Vietnam Veterans 

WASHINGTON (AP) - President Reagan paid 
tribute Tuesday to the 2.7 million Vietnam veter­
ans who fought "in the finest tradition of the 
American military in a war they were not allowed 
to win." 

In a Rose Garden ceremony on the eve of Veter­
ans Day, Reagan said: "Recognition and apprecia­
tion for all they went through is long overdue." 

He participated in the christening of a program 
designed to help find jobs for unemployed Viet­
_________ · - nam veterans and to 
Gift Received promote a positive im-

-Page 1 age of Vietnam ·veter-
--------,--- ans. 

The program, known as the Vietnam Veterans 
Leadership Program, will recruit successful busi­
nessmen and others to help fellow veterans find 
jobs and build self-esteem. It is being adminis­
tered by ACTION, the national volunteer agency. 

Reagan said Vietnam veterans "have never re­
ceived the thanks they deserved. 

-A long, dragged out tragedy, Vietnam divided 
our nation and damaged America's self image," 

president said. "And part of that tragedy - - a I 
major part - was the sacrifice by men who 
foug as bra,ely as any American fighting men 
ba,..e ever fought:· ...... 

Wednesday, November 11, 1981 9 I• 
•• 

- AP Laaerphoto 

Meets Veterans President Reagan, with a book titled . 'The 
Wounded Generation: America After Vietnam. · 

under his arm, meets members of the Vietnam Veterans Leadership Pro­
gram at the White House Tuesday. The group works on programs to tap the 
leadership resources of Vietnam veterans. Reagan received the book from a 
member of the group. Related story, Page 9. 
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Vietnam vets 
iob location 
·prqgram pianned 
Syim Cafllpb,;!I 
W.!:!<11\i New<; Service 

WASBINGTON. A new volunteer pro­
gram to h~lp Victman veterans find 
jobs is in the pla11ning stages for 50 U.S. 
com:nuniti<-s before the enc! of fisca l 
yc~r 1',!!2, o'ficials say. 

';h'! new program will recruit suc­
cess'.ul . establishP.d vettrans to serv 1· 
a~ v:ilunterrs to help other vet~rans 
who are joh:c~s btc:.1usc of problems 
assoc,3tcd wi,h :!leir Vietnam military 
service. 

":"h·' new progra~. operating ~hrough 
AC: :oN. the foce:-al agelicy for 
v"ciiur.~ cer service, v. :!I &ttempt tt · 
sti:nuiate the private sertor to hire 
ve:erans, 5aici Wiliiam Ji.yne. a depu,:; 
cirr~tGr of A'=TION. 

"We wc·.•'d like :.o see !°>ou!l1 Dc1kota 
as one o! ther areas to benem by :.hi? 
;>rogram." salci ACTION starfi:r Mar­
sh::i UJ!,dau. 

Jayne. !lowe·,er . said t.il!.t so far " no 
hard and f:!,• Hq or ti, •~ corr,rncn i•.i':~ 
,:!le~e l"e arc 60ing ::.- 1a:o" h:?.s been 
m.:i:'c-. 

' ·Tha'. w:!! c€pl'ncl to a i;reat dt>&r~e 
upon securi•·g thr ri~,t voiun_teers.' t:,: 
~aid . · We want tr, mal.r an effort to iP• 
Ciude hM~ urban 2n:i ::;ral a:cas .. 

t nC::!r !~~ ~:('lgr'- -n , a S-J•::CP.S$f!J! 

Virtnal'!' vet,::ra:i ir. e:cr: cc-mc:unity 
will be ~::-)se:- ac; a ,:i.unte-:r to c-c,or­
dmate tht comm1mity·~ ?rogram. E.i~h 
prc,grc1m wil! b,:, c!es ir.nd accordin£ tu 
tt;e results or ~1 comm?lllity as~cs~men: 
:n::icic t,y ACTION. 

•· At tr.st t!rr.e, ~e co:nmunity's pro­
!.:!ems ar:d needs wi:J be asses(>c,J as 
well as the p:-ohlems of the veterans liv­
ing Li'!re, " Jaynesaio . 

· Each volunteer vett-ran woi;ld be 
prc•viciing a positl\'e role model while 
usi:ig his position in the com:nunity to 
~!im1, !ate interes! in local c,rganitati1ins 
that would use local func!s' to hc!p 
·er-employed vetc•rans find iobs " 

Grants of $50,000 per city will be 
B'll'arded once the vohint~r veteran for 
each community has been chosen. 
Jayne said. 
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J?~F= V I E T-N AM 
6::~~~~~rf VET E. R. -ANS 
be shot his boss. Cumming.,, an anor-_ · 
ney, had no quarrel with the court =-but the news coverage~- HELPING EACH OTHER SURVIVE AGAIN 

.. Just anoc.hcr crazy vet- that's the 
image we've had to live with - that's 
our thanlcs, our parade," said Cum­
ming.,, one of a handful of Vietnam 
combat veterans who arc white oollar 
p-of cssiona.ls in San Francisco, and 
who want to bear, read and sec more 
positive reports about the 2.5 million 
American soldiers who served in 
Soirtbc:a st Asia. 

I am also one ol 6 million Victnam-m. Ytcc, an s , OU'[ I UC:tCI . "1IUVV 
By Richard Steffen 

through the rice paddies and a-awlcd knew bow to survive. 
through the bush. My memories arc of "I was a good ofr10Cr," says Hunt. 
the guys returning, seen from the "This was the first job in which I 0011ld 
vant:ige point of my desk job at Fort say I was good at what I did. Survival 
Dix. · ew Jersey. When I talked to · was an everyday challenge. If you were 
Cummings and bis friends about what lazy, you were dead. Earning a oollcge 
the) ,en: trying to accomplish by degree when I got out was just another 
upgrading the image of Vietnam veter- challenge, like staying alive." 
ans, the emotional power of combat- Jim uwart., 39, is an assistant US. 
the apemtJCC I bad missed ten years attorney. Without any flourish, be got 
ago - was almost physically present in to the point: . . 

Unmnity in the early 1970L Or, at 
leut, it aeemcd that way. 

"If you were goi.,g to play YCt on the 
campus," he said, "you were going to 
be alone. Luclrily, I bad a lol or good 
frial<b and a great deal of studying to 
do to take my mind off where I bad 
come from. Not all vets have been as 
fortunate as me." 

who have established themselves in life 
to come out of the emotional closet, as 
it wa'C, to bring pride and confidcnoe 
into the vocabulary of those who served 
our country." 

~bat vets are heeding the call 
aCl'ClU the country. Last year, member­
ship in Vietnam Veterans or America, 
which lobbies for veterans' benefits, tri­
pled to 8,000. Last year vets also 
convinced the Reagan administration 
to set aside $5 million over the next 
three years for the Vietnam Veteran 
Leadership Program (VVLP), which 
has centers in 40 cities, including San 
Francisco. 

'"There arc over 185,000 Vietnam 
veterans in the Bay Area," said Cum­
mings. "and many of them can provide 
Vllluable insights into employment op­
portunities in a way not covered by 
other federal programs or agencies 
~ vvLP centers ·can ·biin,- ve1s 
together. We aren't going to get walk­
in counseling, but let me tcll you, when 
yw have a good job, it helps keep your 
mind together." 

, the room.. "Vietnam was a maturation process 

for the record, President Jimmy 
Carter authoriu:d a study of the plight 
of Vietnam-era veterans. Its basic find­
ings were as follows: 

A month has passed since I bad that 
tallt with the roomful of vets. We could 
have been in any city, the names and 
faces could have been different - it 
wouldn't have mattered. I've inter­
viewed over 100 vets in the last four 
years- it's kind ofa hobby, I guess -
and the stories nm into cad! other. The 
bottom line is survival. Men fough t to 
keep each other aliYc rather than to kill 
the enemy. The camaraderie was s.hat­
tercd not in the . but at home; DO 

one wanted to discuss hat they'd been 
through, tbm strcn was dilT ~ ­
Only oo,,, ten yean ta. is it finally 
aiming ~ agam. 

-We bdped each other stay alive for me. I had someone die in my arms. 
ten )'ClIS ago, tbc.rc is no reason why There was this terrible combination of 
we can't do it again." said Jim Hunt, sorrow and anger. Holding death was 
35, a MOll1gOmCry Street foreign ex- not a topic of conversation when I got 
change broka. back home. Vietnam was a mixed bag 

H led bis unit on 70 combat - I'd never do it again and I'd never 
missions · Southeast Asia without give ilp the experience." 
losing a file. He 1ays his 00lllbat Cummings had someone die in bis 
c:xpcriencu taught him "to take care of anru also: "I was a 22-ycar-old Green 
bis people. - an a_ttnoute that turned Beret captain leading a patrol through 
him into •enc belluva manager in the a teak forest - we were hit all at once. 
business world." This guy was out on bis first trail-

H tm done He fancied bRaking assignment He died in bis 
himsdf u an • easy rider'" type when own blood. I wrote bis parents. It aecms 
be was drafted and ICZlt to Part Bliss, unfair - I should baYC been fighting 
Tcus. in 1966. He had no ambition, to be cbm Frisbee champ, not holding 
no c:ollcgc educatioa at the time. AD a dying~-" 
that changal wbc:n be left the Army in Cummings figures be was the only 
1970 as a Green Beret captain who Vietnam axnbat YCtcran at Stanford 

• Those under age 34 had a 23 
percent higher suicide rate than non­
veterans in the same age group. 

• Vets hospitalized for drinlcing 
problems jumped from I 3 pc:rcent in 
I 970 to 31 percent in 1977. 

• About one-third of the vets are 
unemployed or underemployed. 

So the nation has been aware - at 
least officially - that there are \ldcr­
ans who have not been able to make 
the transition from miliary to cmlian 
life for tat yean and a:,anting 
help bas not came u it did for WWII 
vets. The para&s bavc been 111cm. 

•we've bad enough cl tbc )oar best 
bet is to pity the 'l'Ct' app-m,ch, • aid 
Oiroroinp •tt', time for cambat WU 

Vohmtecrs in VVLP centcn hope 
they can become, to a degree at least, 
in1aesting to the public. Says Cum-

-We're ready for tallt shows, 
newspaper interviews, whatever it 
tabs to spread the ward about the 
p,d things bappcning in the Vietnam 
'ldcftn cxmnnmity." D 
nae San Fran::isco WLJ> CDlleT is at 
609 Mission Strttt (98J-49J()). 

Jt,qll.1,,1/SaF,-caroS....,.Ci-._, Cltro,,icl, 14 
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concert aids 
Viet vets 

By Phil Reser 

SAN FfANCISCO 

S
O ME OF TI-IE BIG­
gest names in Bay Area 
music - the Grateful 
Dead, the Jefferson 
S tarship, Boz Scaggs 

and Country Joe McDonald -
joined forces on May 28th at the 
Moscone Center in San Francisco 
for a musical bash to benefit the 
Vietnam Veterans Project, a coali­
tion of veterans' organizations 
created with the help of radio sta­
ti011 KFRC 

The project's goal is to improve 
the image of the Vietnam veteran 
and KrW as a clearinghouse for 
veteran information and activities 
in northern California. "Most vet­
erans are forgotten people," said 
promoter Bill Graham, who helped 
organize the concert. "It's not just 
the Vietnam War, but it's also the 
forgotten men of the Korean War. I 
was dafted when I was twenty 
years old, and I think if I had to do 
it all over again, I probably would 
be a conscientious objector. Korea 

· and Vietnam were political games 
played by our politicians. And what 
a tragedy that a man who was asked 
to lay down a leg, an arm or an eye 
cannot be treated with dignity and 
respect on the home front. Ob­
viously, 011e benefit isn't going to 
raise enough money to make a 
dent, but what it might do is open 
some people's eyes." 

In fact, this concert did raise a 
lot of money. At $17.76 a head, the 
aowd of 15,200 brought in a gross 
of $274,655. Organizers estimate 
that $100,000 will have to be de­
ducted for such expenses as pub­
licity, labor and hall rental. 

The largest portion of the con­
cert proceeds will go into the Viet­
nam Veterans Project hot line, a 
switchboard that will provide in­
formation and referrals for vets on 

Agent Orange, delayed 
stress, medical problans, 
legal concerns, incar­
cerated vet problems, 
employment and train­
ing. O ther money will be 
used to put 011 a Vietnam 
Veterans Job Fair to be 
held in the fall, and the 
remaining funds will be 
spent on educational I 
programs to aid ancf im- , 
prove the image of the ! 
veteran. 

"There's a temptation 
to say that because it was 
a big show, because it 
was the fint and it raised 
a lot of money, it was a 
success," said Country 
Joe McDonald. "I don't 
judge things on these 
standards. I feel as 
though it's one step for­
ward. There're about l 
million more things ·to be 
accomplished." 

"This work seems to 
be an all-or-nothing 
trip," added McDonald, 
a Viemam-ua vettran 
who served in the navy 
from 1959 to 1962. 
"You're either a part of a 
tin~ misunderstood, op­
pressed minority or a 
part of an absolutely ig­
norant, frightened ma­
jority. My work with the 
vets is also tempered 
with the reality that I'm a 
vet. I'm working with 

from teenagers to veterans of the I 
Woodstock era, was transfixed by 
the light show as Country Joe went 
through a set that included such 
recent tunes as "A Vietnam Veter­
an Still Alive"· and "The Agent 
Orange Song," as well as his Six., 
ties anthem, "Fixin' to Die Rag." 

Next, the Grateful Dead took 
the stage. After playing such hits as 
"Truclcin'" and "Back to Tennes­
see," the Dead were joined by Air-

to and Flora Purim for a percussion 
jam. Later, Baz Scaggs appeared 
with the group for a longer set of 
roclc standards. 

Finally, the .Jeffers011 Starship 
performed a mix of material from 
their Airplane days to the present. 
"Ride the Tiger" was dedicated to 
all those vets "who had been riding 
the tiger since the war," and "Stair­
way to Oeveland" was "for all 
those who wculd haw lilced to have 

j said 'fudc you' to the draft." 
'"When I came bade, one of the 

first bands I saw was the Airplane," 
said Ron Perez, an army combat 
vietaan and current president of 
the Vietnam Veterans Project 
board. " It's hard to describe the 
inspiration you get seeing all these 
people perform for us now, even 
though it's ten or twelve years later. 
In a lot of ways, it's the home­
coming we never had." IJ 

myself, and I'm working to com­
municate my experiences." 

The concert was the first major 
rode evmt held at the Moscone 
Center, a new, fully computerized 
facili ty built as a convention center. 
Seventeen-foot video screens 
show.ed dose-ups of the perform­
ers, and an old San Francisco tradi­
tion-the psychedelic light show­
was revived. 

The audience, which ranged 
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"VIETNAM. VETERANS LEADERSHIP PROGRAM" 

K~BC would like to give its heartiest endorsement to a new volunteer 
organ~zation founded _to assist some of the most forgotton, yet m0st 
deserving American citizens -- the Viet Nam vets. The Vietnam Veterans 
Leadership Program or VVLP has just recently opened offices in Los 
Angeles and San Diego. 

KABC believes these offices are especially significant since we in 
Southern California have about 150,000 vets among us. Sadly though, 
n ~• arly 15,000 of them still need help in adjusting to day-to-day 
life. The VVLP hopes to help them by enlisting the aid of their 
f~llow veterans who have sutcessfully adapted to life after war. 
The VVLP says that 90% of our vets are well-adjusted citizens with 
families and jobs. The organization believes the encouragement and 
support th ~-~ men can provide are just what the disoriented vet needs 
to help him find his way back into the mainstream. 

KABC agrees and we urge those more fortunate vets to call the VVLP 
~nd offer some time to the men who fought beside them. You can reach 

i the Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program at 213-381-5033. That's 
213-381-5033. 

(Broadcast on Thurs. July 8, at 6:29a, 7:3Oa, 8:3Oa, 1O:57a, and 
8:57p.) 
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Dine Szumowiki u ys it's time Viet"4lm v~er~ns helped their com;~ st.Pd tall. 

Old · r's -new heroes 
C~rdlff man leads group aiding· Vietnam Vets, 

I I • .' 

By MARK PETIX 
Aalltant EdJM,r 

"We ~lw"Ded /tom Viet.a am 
~erypecullarcreature1,wit.b 
J'ffll6 dtou.Jder, U.al borf! 
ndterold6eada. "~ PJJillJp 
C.,.M, "A Ramer •I War" 

DaveS1umow1ki'11tay.iD 
Vietnam waa a abort one. 

Fortydaysafterbe arrived, 
the 23-year-old Siumow1kt waa 
blinded by woundl rec:ei Yed 
wlalle ooanmand1n1 a Lank pla­
toon. 

Hew•• flown back to the 
United State,, arrivine in the 
middle of the ni1btlthere 
were no f rienda waitin&, not 
even any relative1 . Only a bed 
lnawardofWalterReed · 
Bolpital. 

Oruythendidhi~~al 
battle beein, a private ~onfiict 
he now calls "Dave 
Szumowaki'a war." 

'' In 1969 it wu over for me," 
beaaid. "lhadtofacewhatl 
would do with the r.eatof my ...... au.e. 

Hiadream1of a mWtary 
career were over in an inltant, 
h1a plana for the futun uncer­
tain at beat. Facln1 a We 
wttboutai&ht w11nota 
pleuant proapect. 

Still, the 36-year-old Cardiff 
r-eaideot aaid the fint three 
year, went by rather qwckly. 
The Veteran 'a Adminiltralion 
waathere tobelphim,be.-ya, 
teacbinebimhowtocopewit.b 
hlJ physical diaability. 

· ButtharecalJleldaywben 
tbe VA told81umowaki they 

,. coulddo119moreforhim. Tbat : 
· waawhentbegravttyofbll 
· experienceblthomefortbe 

tint time. 
; •'Tbeyturnedmelooaeand 

tbeyturned their back cm me." 
beaald. 0 Tbeydidn'tftiUQ 
uelf J 1wmbledorfell111 my 

'face. · · · 
''fllat'1wbenlflntfand 

tbepblycbo&otlcaltnwna 
Nla.S tomy fb¥tlcal coacll· 
tion." . 

Tbenest threeyun nre 
spent in what the cardUf re- r 
lidentcalll punwtola 
auntan.Ha'd bildayaby 

. thepoo}.Nllll,N"taa.tllif pe-.,q 
laeealll the ··-•--111•• · 

<c:.IJ· ........... on page Ml . 
; 



• 

(~ from page A1) 

thank.;=-.. ~r~ia6&-" -· ! 
HewalSl,iDdfnalti'atedat 

tbf: band life had dealt-· 
"Iupected my aerviee•·· ·· 

place me in the middle of ti(:·· 
eareer ladder inateadof &ttJJ, 
bottom "besaid. "Ifelttbs- ., . . ', ... 
world owed me a Ii vine.-~:,· 

· Hesoonreallzedthatwu~­
notthecue, soheueedbia V 
benefitatoaobacktoacbool, ·• 
wberehestudiedlaw.Here- j 
ceivedbisde&ree, andp~ 
the bar exam in Colorado.'. (. 

In 1977, after a stint with~ 
bureau of Equal Opportunity.~ 

. Employment, he moved to Sala 
Diegotoworkforthe VA .'. · 
benetlta department. . 

.. r:; :-- • ~ .,,... . .. ~ .. 

:,udtheiDIUtutiolllwbicbcan ·· ahowedthatnwnberbadin- .Vi~veteranooares 
;; .. Olllyllldedbelpineop,_ . •·i,·-enued te 61 perc• le1=8"'1'wr eltdtooon'tqwuiacnt 

_.Jncwiththavictimlofao Heaaidwbeaatudentaof 1111t1've 
::tanpopular war. ,•",hi&hac6oolandjuniorbip . : , bad to make ··s i • ~ ,, . . . ' ' • . adloolaeeareallowedto ; tiDUpdeclaionsover 
: ~.ki~dtbepro- ~ '-· cbnoaeapeatspeakertoday/ IUII, "maybesome 
'sramlsaaruarootaeffort tbeJoftenukfora Vletnaa 4'utladecision1. II 
,earedtobrtn,sacceufulveta ... Yet.:,'"~ · , ~ aperienceisw · 

• incoatact wttbtroubledooea, · · Tbeprobletn nowia tollttM : aometbing." 
,·olferiqtbemtbebel&'theY veteranlmowtimeure Szumowski, · 
. meyneedtofindajeb,pr cbanong. . tbeexecutive of tlK 

adjuat to civiliaa W.. ,. "Wewanttotellthemtbey BlindVeteran•a·Allociatioa . 
"Weencoura1e111cce1sful . don'thavetohideanymore." saidtheneedloflocal ' 

\'etera.rutogivesomeof their besul. '"lbey(tbepubllc)loot veteran1wi11Jteasseaaedin 
timetobelpsomewbobave upontheVietnamvetuabefo. the comina montha. 
lin1erin&problemawith 1beymadeonehellofa · Thoseinwemdinvolu.n-
traumutemmingfrom tbeir ucrifice." ~· teertn1theirtime,orwhohave 
war experience," be said. . Onebi&problemlaysln~ar sue,estlons~whatisneedecl. 

Heu.idtbepro,ramwas· 1taelf.Itwasnotl1C011Ventiooal area1kedtocallhimat~ 
1uccesafulinfourtrial citie1, war, he said. The units who 886'1 .... - . 
and is now beginnin& operation wentoverto1etherdida't re- ThelfOUp.also accepts 

Heaaid the battle is beinl _,. 
woa,slowly; sometimesone­
day at a time. But he's winnia&-

in25 cities, including Saa tum together, they were donatiou of time and money. 
Diego and Lo1Angele1. Even- aim ply replaced. Tbeproaram is funded 
tually,besaid,therewillllle Andwbentbeycamebome, throughl984,afterwhichitbl , 
Veteran Leadership Programa many atni&htlike Szumowski, lilpported solely by the ca. 

Heaaidthesamelatrueof · · in 50 cities. therewasnofanfare,no mwaity. ·-
mostofthe600,000Vietnam One&oaloftbeprogram,be ticker-tapeparadea-noin- · Szumowskisaidthuwoa'tbe 
veteranallvin&inCalifornia. aaid,istobuilduptheesteem terest at all. acareerjobforbim.He ... 
And be believes it's time those of the Vietnam veteran, to "There wu no VE day," be . cenUy took the California bar · 
who have made it step fonr ard "seperate the warrior from the said. "Therewas n~notbinc exam, and plans eventuaJls • 
tohelptbeircomradeswboare war." · day. Theywerejustacoginan pursueacareeruanat-
havingabardertimeadjut- ' Szumowskisaidpublicopi~ overall' machine." tomey. • 
ing. ·. nionisabiftinginfavorof the H ·· · -

szumowskiwasrecently : veteranawhowereforced to esaidthat'swhythe. • But for the time being,~ 
appointed executive director · figbta war President Reagan program will also seek to said be can't think of a better 
oftheSanDiegocbapteroltbe saidrecenUy"theywerenot educatethepubJicoftbeplipt way to speod biJ time. 
VietnamVeteran'sLeadenbJp, allowed to win." oftheVietnamvet.Hesaid "lt'sagoodideatbat'a 
Program, a program be says Hesited a Harris Poll taken they will also wage a vigoroua working," he said." It's the 
will help do just thal in 1971 that showed 48 percent campaign to convince the more successful vets steppina 

Theprogramisfwidedby oftheAmericanpublicfelt the businesscommunitytobire forwardtohelptheircom-
ACTIONtofilltbegap Vietnamveterangotaraw veterans. rades ; veteransbelpina 
Mtween the troubled veteran deal. Another poll taken_in 1980 "When they seethewonb veterans." 

-- - --- - · ---------------



continued 

· ~ t,t .-J,b with. tbe . 1ovemm- : 
~··the pi'Nldential -,, 
mens 'l-----~·-- · · ln rnanaae-;"' . - _.._._.,p....,.m l§ISO.M._ 

. found that they were not aotna tobodory 
hls ftterana preference. .Hef"tled·a com-1 p'8lpt and took it to Congresa, and they, 
~d tochanaetbe selectionproqedures.:· 
. ~!1854e;tped~~•ter:tbat\liU~:' 
~ ~t Qtraces acrou the country tbia -. 
SUDUDeJ'. The l)OSter ii a design com-·; 
·pqeec1 oltbe typesotdecorations earned -
,soldiers in V~.Thepoiter_., : 
~t d~ ... ~•eri~ do with ·experl-·: 

enee ~ thii? Pl,t it .to work." ;, , · ~-
. :V-ietnamfflmllllel¥dtD(oraia su1>-<j 

~belll)'lbecauieoflhareclunique 

· aperwncea lhat on1y IOIDeOUe tbat .. . 
~re could und_erstand. He recalled a' 

l,,aaeettina of a veterans~ behelpect :• 
.form in Massachu8ett4 .. lt waa 2 in thii 
~ming ~d the VFWball '11herellaey-. 
bad been meeting was closed. They · 
were ·outaide in a snowstorm, and no : 
one wanted te 10 home. They wanted to. •· 
talk aboo't their experiencea. One·py, '. 
a ~chine-gunner in the war, bad~ 
in an infail,try . outfit that was being . 
trinsported on 1>~tson11el-carriers : 
called tracks, ·when . they were am- : 
bushed. . . . . . . .. ' ' ,' ·-! 

. ~'They were taucbt in buictrainina," ~ 
}1e said, ''tbatif ~ .,....ambulhecl•:: 
ncb.m,rybodyJua,aofftb!lttncb.t WI.._ bappenecl wu aat .._ vo~ 
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Through LA~_Based Group 

O'sider Works To Disp¢1 Viet Vet Myths 
. . . . .. : .. 

By .MANDY COVARRUBIAS . . 

. ,OCEANSIDE - SJ~ra~~r~i~ciarrJru· ;6~it"iike' ~ 
to dispel the myth of the Vietnam veteran as a 
drug~'addicted, mentally unstable loser . 

Cinciarelli, of Oceanside, is a Vietnam combat 
veteran who served in Dong Ha. · He is also 
executive director of the Southern California 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program. 

"We're Vietnam veteraps helping Vietnam vets 
by trying to provide assistance," Cinciarelli said. 

The VV.LP is a federally funded volunteer 
program operating in 20 cities throughout the 
country, including San Diego. 

Because tile Southern California VVLP is based 
in Los Angeles , Cinciarelli stays there five days a 
week and comes home to Oceanside on weekends. 

Cinciarell i shows such dedication because he 
believes in the VVLP's goals - to improve the 
image of the Vietnam veteran. and to identify and 
organize volunteer veterans and others who want 
to help less WP.II-adjusted veterans return to the-
mainstream of society. . . . ·: · · 

'. 

The VVLP does this by acting as a referral . · . County, officially opened its doors May 11, and 
service for the Vietnam veteran. . . . : . . . _ · . with 40 volunteers is well over its target goal of 20. 

Volunteers offer their skills and/or services in a'-' ·:I.\· Suzmowski said his office is looking for volun­
variety of areas, such as medicine, law and · teers with expertise in counseling, the media 
employment. Then, when a veteran calls with a fundraising ("with a big F, ") job search skills and 
problem or question, the individual is referred to a recruitment, to attract more volunteers and to 
volunteer with expertise in that area. speak to groups and talk about the program. 

Cinciarelli said most of the VVLP's volunteers He said he would like to eventually have 10 to 15 
are Vietnam veterans themselves and want to help people in each of these groups and organize them 
those that didn't adjust as easily. into committees to "best utilize the talents we 

"Although 90 percent of Vietnam veterans are have." · 
doing well, we would like to help others that aren't The San Diego branch is at 751 Seventh Ave., 
doing so well," Cinciarelli said. and the telephone number is 235-8857. 

There ~re appr~ximately 100,opo Vietn,am Although the Southern California VVLP is :. ' 
vete~a~s m San D1~go and Impe~ial counti_es, supported by a $90,000 annual grant from Action, ·:, 
a~cordmg to Daviq Suzmowski, executive the national volunteer a~ency based in Y;. 
director of the San Diego ~VLP ch~pte~ and a Washington, federal participation in the program ,;:_: 
former comman,der.of a tank plat_oo~ m V1_etnam, is scheduled to be phased out before Sept. 30 1984. r:. ·, 
where he was bhnded by wounds mfl1cted m 1969. · · ' J'J 

"Of course, not all of them are veterans with . But Cinciarelli says he believes the organiza- \t . 
lingering problems," he said. "Maybe 15,000 need tion can become financially independent before ;\ · 
help." · .. · that ttrough vigorous fundraising and prjv.ite~. ,-

The off~£e,. ~hich serves al~ o~ San Diego. ?onations, . _whicq_, .. a~e tax . e~empt. . . .:~ . ~1.!:, 
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Vietnam veterans 
help outthose with 
postwar problems 

By PAT ALSTON 
Eveolag Outlook Slaff Writer 
LOS ANGELES - " When 

Johnny comes marching home 
apln, hurrah, hurrah ... " 

'nlere v:as a time when t.tie 
words t~ that once-popular 
bom~mmg _ song sent chills up 
American spines - a time when 
victorious veterans were greeted 
at train stations, bus depots or 
airports by enthusiastic crowds 
and "Welcome Home" banners. 

Then came Vietnam, which 
LEO THORSNESS: "was not a popular war," said 
•It's my opinion that ~~ic!': Thorsness of Santa 

; there is still a natural When groups of World War 11 
bo d be · veterans returned borne in vic-

n tween people tory, "the bands came out, 
1 who fought-3ide by side.' everyone bought him a drink, and ; · tbel we~e heroe~..:. and rightfully : 

- --· - - ----- so. said the sax-year Vietnam 
prisoner . of war · and Medal of 
Honor wanner. 

But returning Vietnam 
veterans came back alone to a 
country they DO · longer un­
derstood. There were no ticker 
tape parades, no rousing strains 
of "Stars and Stripes Forever," 
no banners, no cheering crowds of 
well-wishers to meet them al tt.«: 
airport. No victory. · 

Al best, it W~,jtru ~-o,~r.Jria 
bact iM>me. At wors(. n was dli­
dain from the very people for \ 
whom they had put their lives on·\ 
the line. 

It's been nine years since the 
remaining U.S. troops were 

. pulled out of that strife-tom coun­
i try - nine years to heal . the 
wounds, march ahead, begin new 

! lives. At least 90 percent or those 

\
veterans have successfully made 
the transition from Vietnam 

I veteran to American civilian, 
. Thorsness bflieves. 
i But of the 1.7 million U.S. 
;servicemen who served in com­
bat, be estimates 10 percent still 
need help. 

As president of the Southern 
Califomla chapter of the Vietnam 
:Veterans.I .. eadership Program, a 
non-profit volunteer corporation, 
'nlorsness . believes the people 
best able to offer such help -
·whether lt be legal advice, refer­
Jal to job lnfo,mation or medical 
j855lstance - are thole who c.an 

relate io the Vietnam veteran's 
experience, in particular, other 
Vietnam veterans. 

0 lt'1 my qplnion that there is 
still a natural bond ~tween peo­
ple wbo fought side by side." 

Wheri 'lborsness, a major In 
the Air Force, left for Vietnam In 
1966 at the age of 34, bis daughter 
was 11 years old. Wher1 he finally 
made It back borne, she was 18. 

Six of those seven. years were 
spent ln Hanol - as a 0 1uest" of 
the North Vietnamese govern­
ment .. 

+ 

"ll took more guts to go into : · 
this war than World War I, World ; 
War II or lJ_le Korean War," I 
Thorsness said, recalling one i 
veteran who arrived back borne 
with one ann, little hope and a II 
greeting of" 'Well you deserved 

An aviator assigned to mis­
sions over North Vietnam, Thors- -
ness was shot down In 1967. 

it!'" '. • 

He said the first three years as 
a prisoner of war "were lousy" -
the inltial 18-day Interrogation 
period of being jolted into con-
sciousness each time he dozed 

. , off, days of torture, solitary con­
finement, beatings H he so much 

, as whispered to another POW. 

l 

I 

,: 



Vuring the last three years of 
bis imprisonment, however, con­
ditions improved: roomier 
donnit~ries, less solitary confine­
ment, even approval to talk with 
fellow POWs. And so they rapped 
- about the problems they lm­
agined they would have adjusting 

· -• -el¥ilkt1t me, elM>at their 
families, coming home to 
children who wouldn't know 
them, wives who had learned to 
become self-reliant dur:ing their · 

· husbands' absences. - · · 
He's convinced the talking 

saved their emotional lives. 
Without that comraderie, .. we -
would have been some pretty 
goofy guys.'' 

He said the goals of the Viet­
nam Veterans Leaderwp Pro­
gram include helping veterans 
who have had difficulty retum}ng 
to the mainstream of American 
life and bnproving tbe image of 
the veteran. 

''We're not counselors, but we 
know organizations designed to 
help veterans . 

.. I think we need to 'be an ad- -
vocate of the Vietnam veteran · · · 
••• change the (public) attitude 
toward Vietnam veterans," be 
said. . 

"We don't claim to be experts, 
but we sure cate." 
· His group is a program of AC­
TION, the national ·volunteer 
agency. Veterans wishing to 
volunteer or those seeking belp 
can contact the program at · the • 
Beneficial Plaza Building, Suite 
855, 3700 Wilabire Blvd., Lot .. 

· Anselel, or call ~1-6033. 



~'.:·;:·/J~tf!1~J~t~;!-,f~~j~~;£~~b~~~ ·.·1·· 

. ·. (: Southern California . nonprofit organization . in which 
. , Y.1reterans .will-help other. veterans wh9 are experiencing 

. _;,..·; '.•~~djustment·problems orneedhelp with employment 
· .· .· '·oi!: other services. For information call 381-5033 ·or 

r: \. :{J-14) ~;~7/~ ~~ Di~~o ... ;:·~' - · ... _,_:;_._,··.•··:._··•··'-,,.~·-•.:_
1 
.. ; ... ~ •. '..;,_·._f,.·.ii.;'·_..,·.:;.·'!:• .. '..· ... ~ .•. ;,.·.; ____ ·.:i· .'· L\~t~:·.,; / :1i~;~_;u:t:/2;:c:.it..:.,.'.f: -.·. . . , - ·.· 
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VietOclm. veiet~ri- off er' 
_ ,.. f' ,' ~ - • ~ . .• . :• 

oth~·rs i 
-; 

The Medal of Honor winner, LN 
~ . is honest about the SIil'-, I 

vival chances of the fledgling or-
ganization .he heads to help troubl,ell 
Vietnam ,War veterans. 

Simply put, he. said the 
government-supported Vietnam V«­
erans Leadership Program, designed 
to bring the clout of successful vet­
erans to bear on the readjust.meat 
problems of their former comrades, 
may not work. 

"If the VVLP doesn't work on lts 
'60,000 California budget, it'll be one 
of the cheapest mistakes the gov- · 
ernment ever made," says Thors­
oes.,, war hero, fighter pilot, former· 
prisoner of war and just-named 
president of the non-profit volunteer· 
o:rporation. 

A small, youthful-looking man, the, 
~ ~ former Air Force colonel. 
bin r~nk, age and caree~ 
aduenment typical of the three 

med by the federal govern­
s ~ program coord­

to organize the program. 
Of die tmee volunteer leaders, 

also was an unsuc-

'Anyone who was 
· combat has an 
affinity for another 
combat veteran 
who needs help. ' 

cellhl cu: .... --..c 

ia be.llt knowa. 
u 

Ola.des llietlae,is_ • fcrmer lla­
rille ccmbat cm,mander 
;. VVLP vice pnsid Dand 

S&umowski, an ex-tank COlllDl&llCM:" 
turMd lawyer who was bllilded Ill 
tbiti4rar, will, head up YVLP'a ~ . 
Dltflib office. ". . · : 

1'laeir goal is to ~ Sou ... 
California's meager $30,~ share QI 
tile '2 million teed tiloDey ACTION . 

: it apreadlng ~lh 40 ~.~ 
- ·~ natiOD".f1cle:. At ~ ..,.~,~ 

·U. nwter',, .. ,.~, .· "' 
150,000 Vietnam coml>a~~ ....... 
living between San L• otiilpo, Ind' 
San Diego. · • · 

But the politically . conservative 
veteran admits he may not be able 
to reach the estimated 15,000 ser­
vicemen in the area who atlll exper­
ience re-entry problems. 

All ~ ~ p knows for · sure is 
that fed~~al funds dry up in Septem­
ber 1984. By then the operation, 
housed ln an office at 3700 Wilshire 
Blvd. in Los Angeles, must be sell­
supporting or go out of business. 

"And as conservative u I ~ -' 
we · had better .be doing some pod 
and living out of our own pockets . 
by then," says the polished volunteer, · 
who is also director of civic affairs 
for Litton Industries in Beverly 
Hills. 

"Our goal is to complement, not 
duplicate the services: of community 
groups and veteram' orpnluU.0-. . 
ID fact, we · plan to Niter ,... If 

tae~ tbey ... --~ 
elaewllere. -

-oar main goals .... ·to COIMCt 
men by the natural bond of people 
who fought side ~ aide, and to Mat­
ter some ol the mytlia and i!!lllklat 
11111rc.D1D1aa V1Maaa , st ,. Of 
Soataenae&111111na'a.,...._t 
veterw - die -- CIHl ■lh· 

U.iatMD&tioa-N.,.._.an 
~ la;'llle NtnrzNIII,~~ 
.ft •a ·t11at-.10 percent. the men 
still having problems, that we're 
looking to help. f . 

· "By saying that, we don't mean 
to diminish the problems that do 
exist or to degrade thole. men who 
do have them. But by helping them 
we improve the image of the 
VietnaJJHra service man across the 
board. That was a tough war to . 
fight and an even ~ war to 
come home from. , 

.!l know men .who ~ on job . · 
applications that they · spent two 
years working on a farm, ratber 
than 'say they'd been ln Vietnam.• 

Thorsness' transiUoia to home, 
wife and daughter was far more 
difficult than niosl 

. "I WU the best fighter pilot ill 
· the world for 92¾ missions," he sald, 

humoroualy referring to the day in 
April of 1967 when his two-man, 
F-105 Weasel jet (ighter WU shot 
down by a MiG over North Vietnam. · 

He glosaes over the six years he 
spent in prison camps around Hanoi, 
ciun"ps called Skid Row and the Ha-• 
noi Hilton. 

"It was a place where you existed 
from minute to minute, from dry 
seaion to wet season, where we 
couldn't think too far ahead or. we 

, knew we'd go mad." 
As- for winning the Medal of 

. H~, be said be "just went that 
extra mile.. 

- What be did, according to • glow-. 
Ing article in an Air Fore- magazine, 
was -rue on the whole of North 
Vietnam,• lbootin& down two MIGs_ 
wtdle supplying air CO¥er far adawo-, 
ed pilot. Be thm pve hia place ~ 
aa . ..W, I ltJc.=11Mji, a l■li 

JF"O!~•~·~ JW-~- !IJhla.1-lllm 
to ljl .... .... CONTINUED 





.· . 
\. -~ •- lli · 11 ri);-. . 
ire a pole elliMer fer • ... ._,. 
a board cliainnan-: ·llu an affinity 
for anoUM,f combat veteran wllo 
needs help.• · ' . 

One man who qrees with tbJa 
is Chuck Walker.' •A compeaaation 
and benefit specialllt for a ~ 
del Rey computer Jinn, lie •• .., 
etllisted man in Vietnam _.,.. • 
an infantry scout in the 173rd Atr~­
bjnue Brigade. .· 

. Wounded in ba~ , be returned 
·home . in -1968 to ~ that bis 
war effort didn't lbake him tbe lllOlt 

· popular man on the block: . 

"Back then if '°'1 didn't ., ,oa .. 
were a traitor. if you went, you 

·were -. killer. '11le attitude makes 
: t ~ • combat ,-ran ls .the ~Y. 
l';-P!l"'e',!19,· who can ·~ ...... 

l -• i ~8!1::,\~ ~ " I ,; :-" •-;/tt~.ii~ v ~-

·1 .tltilnk ..... ' · . will. .art 
1 . . . - prQll'UD ' 

- - 1 - , . . ..i. ~ :, · 19ecause of tbaL We'nt " fraternity. 
. - -~~ • I 1111 Mtion's blguest We all have the nigbtmarea and we 
~tion in an unpopular war. all feel like we've been :ICl'ewed. 
clidn t brln1 the same kind of rec-, "In my case, rm black and 1 
ognition received by heroes of other. didn't have all the advantaps in 
wars. · the world, nor am I the smartest 

When be was released in 1973, guy around. But rve done all rlpt 
be often found himself the focal point for myself. U I can clc, it, anyone 
of anti-war protesters. can;• said the \60-year-old Los An-

Later, hls identification with geles resident, who got Involved in 
Richard Nixon ~ the man who took the project when he met nm· -

· credit for his releue and who pre- at Litton. · ' 
sented'hlm the Diedal - ~de ~ "I don't want to be called ·to talk 
•Ntxon's boy."'. Re said the label hurt to some vet who bas goae ctuy . . •. . ,._, . ... _ 

· him when he ran agalns( former and ilf holding bostqes. And I don't "'We'" tr,mc to ..... this so 
Sen. ~ge Mc:Qovenl in South Da- want tQ be part of a bead-hunter if a man fn>ni Torruce calls In 
kota In 1974.. durln& the beight of ·servtce. But if a guy'is , trying to and says ~•• a welder who needs 

! tbe Waterpte controversy. make it, it'll be lite taking a crab work, we11 be able to punch his 
However, he doesn't think his'' out of the water. Lefs · clean him city Into the .computer and come 

highly decol'.ated status ·will hurt · up, see what he can do and ~ -up .with another welder who might 
tile, orpnbaticm in their hunt for making some ealls to .people we· be able to help. . _ 
~,_am, many of w~ were know in industry." . "We1JINJaalqtboleinapolitioD 
•-wlllll!II ~ ... bl tut -. In a roundabout way, that agrea to Wp to we tbeJr clollt, their in-
... • with 'ftlorsnesa' \riskm. · · fluence ~ _- a man ·.~ 'l'llat'a_ 

~ -1 know, and llldair, . 
but tllat"w :tile tJad of dilcrimiDatiln ~ 
rm all In favor of. 

"Our ·hope is not to come across 
like some Reagan program, which. 
·we're not We're not all Democrats 
or Republicans. We may be naive 

•.in doin& this anci' we have no idea 
:u it will enn work-bat we~ 
'to 10 tut extra ~ 

co ~::::m.J9 



Leo Thorsness, director of the Vietnam 
Veterans Leadership Program, reviews 
materials in his Los Angeles office. Under 

Staff photo by Bruce Hazekon 
the program, successful veterans are 
enlisted to help former comrades who 
. have had I readjustment problems . 

•. .. c::b 
is escorted by a North Vietnamese soldier 

during his six-year confinement in Hanoi as a prisoner 
of war. He was released in 1973. 
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By J obD M. Boaert 
Stuf wrlier 

Tl1e Medill of Uunor winner, Leo 
1"t.uri.ot:;i;, l» hone:;l about the IW'• 

v1val cb,mct:» of Lhe Olld1lln1 or• 
g,mu.aUon be ht:alb lo help troubled 
V1clnam War veb:ran&. 

S11nply p11L, he llald the 
1,:overnm1:11l•1>upporh:d V1elnam Vet­
t:nm:; wdenih1p f'rugram, deiii~ 
I.O bruit U11: clout uf i.11ccaalul vet• 
trana. lo ~r on the rudjW1tment 
prublcnlh of lhe&r former comrada, 
may not work. 

·u lhe VVLP dOl!!ill't work OD its 
~.M Ciilifurniil Ludget, it'll be o°" 
c,f the du:;ipc:;L misl.&kd the gov• 
ernnu:ot e ver mildc: wya Tbon­
lll!li:>, woAr hero, 11,tikr pilllt, former 
prn,om:r of w.r and jW1l•nllmed 
vrc:.1de11t of U1e nun-profit volunteer· 
corpor.atlon. 

A limall, youthlul-louk.iug man, the, 
!'>u-ycar-<ild former Air 1''orce colonel_ 
ii. an r a nk, age and C&lreer· 
iacb1c11emenl typic,l of tbe lllree 
men ask.ed by ll,e federal govero­
ment'a ACTION program coord· 
malor lo org.u1iu the program. 

Of Lhe I.hr~ vohu1t-:er leaden, 
'l hoi-~nbll, who al.so wa» an wiwc• 

'Anyone who was 
in combat has an 
affinity for another 
combat veteran 
who needs help. • 

re:,~lul c.:Ulda.1 .. tcior the U.S. St!oate, , 
IS Lest k.11uw II. 

Ch"rlt:i. M1d1i&cls, a fonner M.l· 
1 me comual coa11m"ndcr in Vietnam, 
1:. VVLP v1n: prciud1:nl. David 
!>.LUIIIOWl>IU, an ClL·hlllk commander 
tu1 oc.1 l.iwycr who Wil» bhnded ID 
th~ wiA r, will hcilJ up VVLP's San 
U1q;o ulhce. 

'l'hc1r ~ua\ ll> lo :.ticu:t, Soulhern 
l'."h1un,1.1·s ,11.:J._l-r $:IO,OUO :.bllr'e of 

th\! $2 u ulhun "'"'"' ,uun.:y Al-'1'10N 
lS spre.dmg ,tirough tU aucb pro-

n.illvh,_, ,Jc ,-1 11&.: bear\ of a:r .. 111:> ., 
the lllolll..:1", :..:.y:, ' l'i.ar :,hC:>li, lllt: ule 

l~.uoo V ,ct11,. 111 cun,bilt vi:Lerana 
hv1111( lx;twccu S.tn l.uu. Obll>Po and 

S;ah l)1q,u. . 
but the -1••>hllt. .. llY t:onsc:rv.uve 

vt:tcran .adn11l;, lu: ,11.iy nut be able 
W n :i1d1 lhe c,umi&tt.-J l!I.OOU ~r­
v1..:cmen u, Lhc arc, wt.o i.ull exper• 
ldll"e re--cnu-Y vrul.lcOU. 

~ 

All hi. group lmows for sure I.ii 
th.al h:lkro1l lu11Js dry up m Seplem­
~r 19114. By thi:n the operlltion, 
t.ousc:d in an olhce ill 3700 Wabhire 
lUvd. tn Lo:; Afl~de.">, mw;l be aeU· 
i;11pporlu1g or 1,:u oul of bu:uneBII. 

• And as co,~rv;itive as 1 am, _ 
we hild helter be doing :iome &ood · 
and living out of our own pockeLS 
by then; uyi. tbc i,olisbed volunteer, : 
whu 1i. also dm-~tor of civic llffaira 
for Lmon lnd~tries In Beverly , 

Hilb. \ 
·our &oiil i$ to complement, not , 

dupliciile the ief'\licea of community 
groupa and veteran11' or&aniuUooa. 
In fact, was plao to reler veta if 

the iervlce ~1 eeu ~ pr<ri~ . , 

~~ln goab ar• ~--~~t' I 
men by the naturl\l boA4 of ~•• 
who fought aide by side, and to .ut­
ter aome of the myths and Wuaiooit 
surrounding Vietnam Ytsleran,. Of 
Southern CaWornia'a l~,000 combat 
veterans - the l;irgest concentra• 
lion in the lliltion - ilO percent are 
back in the mai.ruitream, worklo&, 
It is that other 10 ~rceol, the men 
t1lill having problem», thal we're 
looking lo help. 

•ey saying that, we don't mean 
to dimini:.h the probli:ms that do 
exist or to degr.t,le those men· who 
do have u,em. But by helpina ~m 
we improve lht: image of tbe 
Vicln.un-era :.ervice milll acrOli the 
board. That WJs a tough war lo 
hgbt and an even tougher w&r to 
come home from. 

"I know men who write on job 
applications that lhey spent two 
yean worluna on a farm, rather 
than say lhey'd bet:11 in Vietnam.• 

Tborsnes:1' trani.ilion to borne, \ 
wife and do1ugbtec wu far ~ore I 
difficult tluin mo:.t. 

"l was the best fi~hter pilot ln 
the world for 9211'll nll:i.'ltoos: be said, 
bumoro~ly n:lernng to the day ln 
April of 1967 when hill two-man, 
F-1~ Wea!iel jet hgbler w~ lhot 
down by a MIG 0111:r North Vit:truun. 

lie gl'-"'l>d ov...- I.ht: lilJt :,e...n h4: 
spent in prbon CitmlJli around Hanoi. 
CiUDJ,li called Sud How o1nd the Ha-
noi Hllwn. . 

•1t was il vlace where you exis.Led 
frum minute lO mlllu~. from 
kasun lo wet se.isoo. 'Iii ~ 

couldn't th mk too fu or 
~w we'd go mad.• 

AJ for WI 

Honor. he s.ud 
u tra mttc:.• 



Leo Thorsness, director of t~e Vietnam 
Veterans Leadership Program, reviews 
materials in his Los Angeles office. Under 

What be did, a<.x-ording to a glow­
ing arucle m aa Air Force magaune, 
was "TalLe 011 the whole of N-Oi-tb 

Vietnam," sbootinK down two MiG:t 
while .:suwlylng air cove{ for a down-. 
cd pilot Ile lhen ¥!'Ve h1K place in 
,an 1aet1al rd1t1:l1u6 line to a leea •. 
experienced pilot aud ri11L1..-d a low­
fuel ruu - a i.ucl·,::.:,lul O{le - back. 
lo lus home ~ -

Bul winning the nation':t higbt:Sl 
decondion tn 1an unpopulilr war 
d1Jn'l brinit the 11,jffie II.ind of rec-, 
o~nihon received by beroe:t of olher 
war11. 

Whim b~ Will! released in 1973, 
he often found himseU the focal pQint 
of l&Oll•war prottlllt.ers. 

Later, bis identUicallon wltb 
Richard Nixon - the man who took 
credit for bis reltaae and who pre­
&ented him tbe m.aJal - made b.1m 
•Ni:ion'll boy." He :.aid the label hurt 
him when he ran against former 
St:n. Geurge McGovern in South l)a. • 

._oia ln 19H, during the hei&ht of 
lht: W11tergate controversy. 

However, be doean'l think bia 
highly decorated ~~ wlll b~ 
the Ol~t.loo lJ\ ~ bllDl · I« 
tboee n t.eruia, muy ot ~~ "er, 
1-a u..it "UllDj pa~~)G ~ . war. . , .. •·· ·- . ~ •._J ,,t:.' . . .. . . 

Staff photo by Brue• tu.alton 
the program, successful veterans are 
enlisted to help former comrades who 
have had readjustment prol>lams. 

. •Anyone who wa:t lo combat, be 
be a pole climber for Ma Bell or 
a boltrd chairman, has an affinity 
for another combat veteran who 
need» neip." 

One man who agreei. with tbi.li 
Is Chuck Walker_ A compen:.atioo 
and benefit specialliit for a Marina 
del Rey computer firm, he was an 
enlj,jlt:d man in V•1:lnaru 11erving as 
an infaulry K-oul in the 173rd Air· 
bor~ Brl&ade. 

Wounded in battle, be reiumed . 
bome in 1968 to di:.cuver that blJJ 
war etforl dilln't make him U11: mo»t 
popular man on the block.. 

"Back. then if you d1dn'\ go you 
were a traitor. It yuu wenl, you 
w.ere ll killer. 1'h~ all1lu1.h: make:t 
lt 80 k combat v1:lera11 111 the only 
-~nun wbu can undcr:.land another 
combat veteran . 

::::zop:3 
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.. , think lbe pa·ogl'am will work. 
bec..us.e of tbal. We're Ii lrll~rnity. 
We all have t.he 11iihlm.1re:. and we 
all f~l like we've: ~11 ,crewed. 

"lu my ca,ie, I'm black. and 1 
dutn'l ti.ave all tbe advantages 1D 

·lhe wurld, oor am 1 tbc smart.est 
guy around. But I've done illl ri&ht 
for my»eU. U 1 can do it, anyone 
can,• said the ~year-old l..o:i An- I 
geles resident. wbo got involved in 
the project wb&P be met Tbonineu 
al Llt~on. 

·1 don'.t want to be call~d to talk 
to w~ ~ , w~ bal aone craiy 
and ia bo~ bolta&es. Aod I don't 

•. , I • . • 
want to be pan of a bead-hunter 
&et'Vice. But if a guy's trying to 
make il, it'll _ be like taking a crab 
out of the_ water. Lel':ii cleara him 
up. aeo wtMil he CiAD do . and at.art 
~, IOIDe calla lo ~ple we 
~ ln iDduatry.• • 
·-_IQ a ~Q41bont 'way. tha~aareea 
~'l'\GnQIU'vlslop. .. .. . 

II. 

·-

~ ':, -•· 
.. . ... ti 

Thorsness is escorted by a North Vietnamese soldier 
during his six-year confinement in Hanoi as a prisoner 
of war. He was released in 1973. 

"We're lrying to organize thlll ao · diacrimlnaUon l know, and u11f.ur, 
if a man from TorriUlCe call» lo b11t that'• the kind ol ®'Crimitlilllon 
and say3 be'a a welder who need.ii I'm aU 1D favor of. 

work, w·e•n be able to punch hi» "Our hop.: ii; D\Jt to com1: acru:..:. 
city Into the compuwr and come like eom-, :Ua.:<An program, which 
up with aoother welder wbo mif,bt wt're DUl. We'r.: not all Democub 
-be able to help. or Republicana. We .uy be naive 

"We'll be a.skin&~ in a poallioo · lD doln& Uul and we Ji.ave DO idu 
io belp 1,o wie their clollt. their lD- U l\ wlll eveo won but wre tryiD& 

fiuen<:e to aet - man •Ofk• n~·· '&o '° ~~ extra mile... 
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Program l~unched to 
. . .. .. .... .. 

heljJ·: veteians· readjust 
to · nation's ·mainstream 

\ , 

By SUSAN i(1RVIN 

Oaoi)' News Slaff Writer 

Vietnam-era veterans Monday 
launched a volunteer program in 
'Los Angeles to hC"lp approximately 
15.000 <"X-!'lervicemcn and women in · 
Southern California suffering read-

. justment conflicts. 
The Vietnam Veterans Leader­

ship Program. a self-help group of 
"vC'lCrans helping veterans," will 
c,ill ·on successful°Vietnam-era vets 
to assist those in need of employ­
ment, legal· and other professional 
services, said Leo K. Thorsness, 
·president of the Southern Califon:ua 
,chapter. 

· Thorsness. a prisoner of war in · 
North Vietnam for six years. said 90 .. 
pcrc<>nt of V1rtnam veterans have 
successful ly returned to America's 
mainstream and do not suffer from .. 
high unemployment, drug and alco- • 
ho! abuse. delayed stress or other 
psychological problems. 

''Our appeal is to the successful 
Vietnam veteran to lend a hand to · 
Lhat small percentage of us who still 
needs help · getting back into the 
mainstream." he said. 

Successful Vietnam-era veterans 
in various businesses and profes­
sional services will be asked to vol­
untcrr their time and expertise to 
needy vets. Thorsness add rd pres- · · 

. sure will be put on colleagues to · 
give veterans special consideration 
in hiring. 

"We arc optimstic that there is 
still a natural bond between men 
who fought side by side," he said. · . .. 

The nationwide program, which . 
. ·. has off!crs in Los Angeles, San Di­

ego and other major cities, will not 
handle psychological counseling or 
lobby for veterans' rights issues 

such as delayed stress counseling . 
and Agenl Orange. 

Lai:;t year, several ViNnam veter­
ans focused attention on the plight 
of ex-servicemen and women by 
staging a sit-in at the Veterans Ad­
ministration Wad1-worth Hospital in 
\\'est Los Angeles to protest VA 
carr and treatmc-nt. 

Thorsnrss said unlike \VWI and II 
vrtcrans. Vietnam vets were not ap­
preciated or treated with respect by 
the American people upon their re­
turn from the war. 

"Considering the nation's attitude 
toward the war. and conduct of the 
war, Vietnam veterans got cut with 
a triple edge sword," he said. "But 
in spite of that. some nine out of 10 
(vets) are doing OK." 

A major effort of the program is to 
dispcll myths about Vietnam veter­
ans being losers, drug addicts and 

·alcoholics. criminals and anti-U.S. 
military. he added. 

The Bureau of Statistics Bulletin 
from the U.S. Department of Justice 
shows a smaller percentage of Viet­
nam veterans use drugs or end up in 
jail than non-veterans, said Thors­
ness. 

He added that a Harris study re­
ported nine out of 10 Vietnam veter­
ans c-xpressed prid£> in serving their 
country and two-thirds said they 
would serve again . 

Thorsness said 90 percC'11,t of Viet­
nam veterans have returned to 
America's mainstream employed, 
raising children and involved in 
their communities. 

Funded by VISTA and ACTION, 
the national volunteer agency, the 
program was launched in October 
1981 and will receive $90.000 annu­
ally for the next two years. In 1984, 

. federal aid will be phased out . 
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mucres~ru1·~veretihrWJtJi;, 
f ¥~ l~~frt~fetHi~,·.~ti4.4I'i~% 
t · B~ Don Learned ·,- . . ·. · ~· . : '. . leaders IJlDOUDCed the opening of the 
f. f'ribra SW! Writer ' • · ' · ' · · , VVLP's San Diego office, at 751 Sev-
r< · A new program using Vietnam . euth Ave. · : ·· :. :. ,. : - ·. 

(
, . Warveter~ whohave_adjDlted~ . · .· "Our appeal Is to tbf ~­
. ~fully sm~ retW111Dg bome to . Vie~ veteran to lend a and to 

. . ~Ip other Vietnam veterans find those of u who ltil1 need a band," t ·· jobs,_ legal aid ~ other profeaional · · llid Medal of Honor winner Ia It 
J · lel'Vlces was officially launched bere · Thorsness, a former Air Force pilot · 
;; today. . . • . who beads tbe Southern California 
~ Orgamzers say tbe program also : effort. • 
' will try to counter tbe lingering · · · i. stereotypes of Vietnam veterans as . 'thorsnea, shot down_ after 92 mil-
~- drug addicts, · prison inmates, and . lions over Southeast ~ was a ~ 
ii unemployed drifters. . . oner of war in North Vietnam for m 
~ The program is being launched by 1f.ll'B. 

the newly formed Sou~ Califor- "We ~ not a lobby group. We are 
. Dia cllapter of the Vietnam Veterans not pushing for more programs. We l 

. Leadership Program (VVLP). At a are not a platform for causes. Wbat 
JJ press conference today, program ~ ~ IJ.8 -

f (l}'° San Diego, Tueed4y, Ma! 11, 1982 

;•Veterans 
~ erans as "completely unjutifie4," aupport from · tbe 600,000 Vietnam-

. Be said a Justice Department era veteram in Southern California 
· study last year lhows a smaller per- -~ tbe largest concentration in tbe 
ceatage of Vietnam veterans using 0011Dtry - including about 150,000 
drugs or in prison than tbe normal who actually served in Vietnam. 
population, and J.abor Department "The goal is to get the 135,000 who 
statistics show 95 percent of all vet- are mating it here to reach oat and 
erans over 25 as employed. belp the 15,000 who may still need a 

· '"There's a lot fewer Vietnam vet- band," lborsnm aaid. , 
erans -outside the mainstream than They aaid they will also seek sup-
commonly believed," Szumonski port from other veterans, men, and 
aaid. · women who may lack service back-

11aornea also attacked tbe view grounds but want to do ,omething. 
that the America public loots down -'l'llorsness · said tbe sroup's goals 
• Vietnam veterus. Tbe public include putting Vietnam veterans in 
1111y bave itl problems with die war toacll with sacc.-ul coanterparta 

. iuelf, be 111d, but a recent Lollis ad shattering the fancifll mytba. · 
· Barris poll showed a percent ~ . "It wu toueh to do cmr tllere ad . 
lie9ed Vietnaln veterans de1er,ed It wu t.oagb to come home,"• llld. · 
1'ISpl!Ct. · · "Now it's time to stand ap tall ad lw'· 

. . · be two ~ they bope to draw., -~ " ~ ~~--

:r 
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f· Leads· V_1et . 
1VetsGrou~ 
k · David M. Szumowski, a • 
-.. former clty resident and t 

-,·' iradliate of Gloversville l · High School, was recenUy 1 
·, aamed executive director of t 
the San Diego branch of the'" I 

. Southern California Viet- ' 
,/ um Veto.tans Leadership C 
f ,Program~· ·· 
t Szumowksi . ls the son of 
·: Mrs. Mary Ann Powers of 4. c 
· Swan Street and the late ' 
' Michael Szwnowski. I 
, A combat veteran who ·' 
:.1erved as a tank platoon I 
· leader with the 11th Ar- l 
;mored Cavalry Regiment in 
· Vietnam in 1969, Szumowaki 
:was awarded ·numerous 

corations lor service 
Jbere, including the Silver' 

_;Star, two Bronze Stars <one 
1Dr valor) and a Purple 
,, eart .for wounds received 
-111 action which left him per-
. anentty blind. , · , 
', FollowinJ a a,ertod of 
·tebabllitat1on, Szwnowski 

nded Denver University 

rri
aw School. He was 
aduated in 1973 and ~ 
lned a license to • practice 

Haw in Colorado. 
~ . In 1976, be moved to San 
·!· ~go and, soon thereafter, as employed by the 

eterans Administratio~ as 
benefits counselor. 

j · He wrote --a recently 
i,ublished article in tbe 
3linded Veterans Assocla• 
iton magazine and has form­
~ a local chapter of that 
~talion in San Diego. 
· In addition to serving as 

ident of the Blinded 
t- eterans group, ,he serves 
· the executive committee 

board of directors of· the 
tional Blinded Veterans 
sociation, a veterans 
. . Uon chartered by 

ego Vietnam 
Leadership is • 
y-based effort 
designed to en­

-adjusted Vlet-
erans and i~ 

tt~_llizeas to 
U1e1rtime and ex-

, ffler'MI 

71mce.. 
:6--~. 
--



Long Beach, C.llt. 
(LOI Angeles Co.) 
Long Beach Reporter 
(Cir. 2xW. 750) 

APR 3 0 1982 

~iind an(f Alone, But 

9~¥1,fJ~':!!M'l!~-~A~E~de . It 
Director of ACTION 

; Dave Huffman of Wilmington, Delaware, claims he waa 
t such a poor student, he flunked out of kindergarten. Maybe 

so. He didn't have mu~h g_oing for him the~; a messed up 
- · · - - home life and eight years in an 

orphanage. He didn't finish high 
school, dropping out in the tenth 
grade. When he was 19, he enlist­
ed in the Marines. That was Nov­
ember, 1967, and in April 1968 he 
arrived in Vietnam as a combat 
r ifleman. On September 29, a day 
he'll never forget, he was booby 
trapped. When he woke up in the 
hospital at Da Nang, he was 
blind. That was the beginning of 
the bad news, and it got worse. 

He came home to find he real­
ly wasn't wanted, not as a vet­
eran, not with his disability 
which was too much of an · in­
convenience for those around him · 
to handle. The future looked ex­
t remely bleak, but Dave was not 
willing to accept defeat. "I knew 
I had to turn my life around," he 
said. "And I knew I had to rely 
on my head." 

He entered the Hines Veterans 
Administration Center in Chica~ 
go, DI., to learn to adjust and 
how to cope in a world of dark­
ness. The course was scheduled 
to last four months; for David it 
lasted six.• He passed his hi~)l 
school equivalency and was mak­
ing steady progress when he was 
in an automobile accident which 
left him with a broken back, 
paralyzed from the neck down. 
He wasn't about to quit, wasn't 
going to be left lyµig flat . He be­
gan lifting weights in bed. De­
termination combined with medi­
cal treatment put him back on 
his feet; 

But now what to do? 
At first, he figured he'd be con-

_,tent with unskilled work, not de­
manding much of himself or of 
anybody; a nine-to-five job with 
a beer waiting for him at the end 
of t he day. 

Two things happened. He 
couldn't find employment, and at 
a dance, he met Sharon Ann. 

"She turned the world around 
for me," he said. She convinced 
· him to . go back to school, and 
with the VA benefits from his 
military service, he did so. He 
was the first blind student to 
earn not one but two degrees -
from Wilmington College-in be­
havioral science and in criminal 
justice. He was also the first 
blind student to graduate from 
Dela.ware Law School. Soon, he'll 
be taking his bar exams, and he 
plans to specialize in internation­
al law. 

Right now, he's a program 
planner in the new Vietnam Vet­
erans Leadershig Pro8{a.m, spon­
sored by XOT! N, e national 
volunteer agency. The purpose of 
the program is one of aid, from 
veterans to veterans whatever 
the need may be. Dave has defi­
nite ideas on ways to approae.n. 
employers, ideas that are innO• 
va.tive and different. "~ou've got 
to accentuate t he positive," he 
says, and he's living proof of that 
axiom. 

Recently, when he met Ronald 
Reagan, he told the president it 
wouldn't be too long before a 
Vietnam veteran took over the 
White House job. He didn't name 
himself as a candidate, but with 
all his accomplishments a t 33, 
which include a brown belt in 
judo, don't rule him out. 

David L . Huffman has eome a 
long way since he dropped out of 
school. He has the kind of spirit 

1 and courage and outlook that our 
country has always depended on. 
He's the father of three children, 
and when he's asked how he has 
come so far so fast, he answers 
quietly, "Sharon Ann. With love 
and kindness you can go as far 
as you want." I 
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/ci'ood News · 
. Report q'{/ .-~~ 

By Thomas W. Pauken 
Director of ACTION 

Rick Eilert, a~arine Wt,-,n,,~~ic~.Jeff~~ '.,~¥~l, ·;. 
Corps veteran, has written ·a 'ho~jt!(t-~t.~eaii~~f("\JtlL.,_r., 
book that is going to be rated as 100- pare.., n t 
published next year by physically · disabled with 
William Morrow and Co. It's , chronic . bone · disease and 
called "Three South," and its · • shrapnel still in his body, he 
title is taken from the name of ; was nc,t disabled in his mind 
the hospital ward Rick was on(. or in his desire to make a start. 
when he returned, badly ; · The writing he put asi.de . . 
wounded, from Vietnam in I Later, he was to-observe: "In 
1968. He hadn't planned to be ,; addition to the hostile social 
a writer, but in tliose first ' · attitudes encountered by the 
months on Three South he Vietnam veteran ... he also 
found, like everyone on the h found. employr(lent hard to · 
ward, that it was impossible to ~ find, but for the returning . -
communicate with those disabled veteran, finding a,iob 

? 
outside . Part of it was 

1 
was almost impossible." 

wondering why he had :t ForRickitwas.Soinspiteof 
survived while his buddies t the leg brace, the difficulty in 
were still fighting in Nam. Part · ~ getting around with partially 

. of it was · the failure of the ~ paralyzed arms, he went ~o · 
American public to support or • ; Europe and found· work In . 
to understand the sacrif.ice th~ 5 several countries. In. Spain he 
Rick Eilerts had made for their ·j began to write again. 
country. And so, for reasons ·F', Ever since high school, 
of therapy, he began to write t there had been a girl named 
about life and reflections on. . Chery!. Following Vietnam, 
"the dirty orthopedic ward"-

1
' they had separated t;>ecause, 

called dirty because all those- A as he said, "You can't expect a 
on · it were _sufferi~g from_ ~ 20-year-old girl to go around 
_fest~ril'lg.~ :wQunds and'· with an -85-year-old man." In 

. bone demage; most of them _ ff time, they narrowed the age 
~o more than twenty years 1 

• gap and · were married. It was. 
old. n Cheryl who encouraged him 

. .. - - . . ..:..: .. 
to write, who worked when he ~ 

• · attended college, who was ~ 
· there when he had to have -: 

addi .tional operations:--: 
Cheryl who is always there, :: 

· the mother of their four-year- ~ 
. old daughter, and soon to·be ;, 
the mother of their second •: 
child. . ;: 

There was also Bill Corson, :: 
a Marine veteran of three :: 
wars, a colonel in Vietnam, a •~ 
bulwark of. strength who ;: 
keeps in touch.A professional ,: 
writer of note, Corson read :: 
Rick's manuscript and was -~ 
instrumental in putUng it into ~: 
the hands of a publisher. And :: 
s'b, "Three South" is coming ~! 

1 • out early next year. Mean- :: 
while, its author is the ;; 
Chicago project director of ~ 
ACTION's Vietnam Veterans :• 
Leadership Program. "We ~ 
face two maior challenges," •Z 

· he says. "One is to erase the :: 
stereotype · image of the ;i 
Vietnam veteran as a loser, ;: 
and the other is to extend a :~ · 
helping hand to fellow;: 
veterans in need of employ- :; 
rrie11t and hope." ~.._ 

It's a·speclal job for a special • 
guy ... a veteran named Ri ~ 
iile~ 
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,--,~ACTION ·•Salut~·,o,it8tanding 

;Volunteers 
(Editor's Note: Aprll 18-24 

bu been declared NaUonal' 
Volun• Week - to pay 
tribute . to Americana of all 
8181 who are contributing 

fl~ '"l&lleir time and talent to the 
cause of volunteerism 

siti throughout the country.) 
•hti When 14-year-old Wanda 

• bsJC&mpbell first met Kim, her 
ai J1Cambodian "buddy," at the 
'(::>nDeggett Middle School 1n 
llru¥ort Worth, Texas, she held 

· S,Jl.lout her hand and said, 
_. "Friend." Kim, who speaks 

b!t~-very little English, initially 
·'1<41idn't know bow to respond 
rui.~ held back. 
bsJc "But when I did it again," 

- recalls Wanda, "Kim shook 
-ni my band and said 'friend.'· 
-• ... We've been friends ever ~- _._ " ;r, .. ,ce. 
,:,.1 .. Wanda Campbell ls one of 
la; about a dozen student at Dag-

ptt School to volunteer to 
,·.· belp a newly arrived Cambo-

d1an youngster loam English 
and feel at home 1n America. 
Begun 1n February, t1W1 Cam-° 
bod1an Buddy l)'ltem fa a 
one-year, local .pilot project 
of Young Volunteers 1n AC­
TION, a new community aer-

. vice program. for youth aged 
1'·22, adm1niltel'ed by AC­
,TION, the na~ volunteer 
·agency . . 
·· The· word ''friend·•• · is 
uni.venal and volunteering fa · 
the Is the American way of 
expreasing friendship. 
Whether they are 14 years old 
or M, no matter whether rich 
or poor, volunteers are 
America's greatest natural 
resource. During NaUoilal 
Volunteer Week,- sponsored 

by the N I Center For President Ronald Reagan. 
Citilen I ' olvement, AC- "The spirit that built this 
TION s utes its own country still dwells in our 
· voluntee ; - ·more than people. They want to help. We 
325,000 o · h~ only need to ask them." 
beings. : , A member of the student 

ACTION volunteers serve council at Daggett Middle 
. under tht Foster Grand- School, Wanda Campbell was 
parent Program, Retired one the first students to ex­
Senior V thmteer Program tend her hand in friendship to 
(RSVP), Benior Companion a Cambodian refugee stu­
Program, Volunteers in Ser- dent. She sees 12-year-old 
vice to America (VISTA), Kim every day at school and 
Young Volinteers 1n ACI'ION talks to her with or without an 
and Vietnam Veterans . "It's quite hard, but we do 
Leadership Program the best we can," says Wan­
(VVLP). da, pointing out they look up 

"Over our history,· words in an English­
Americans have always ex- Cambodian dicUonary. "It's 
tended their bands in worth it. I know that if I went 
gestures of assistance," says to anouther country, I'd want 

someone to help me." 
Wanda is one of about 125 

Young Volunteers in ACTION 
serving at least ten hours a 
month in their local com­
muniUes withoul stipend. Up 
to 3,000 students are expected 
to Join their ranks within the 
year. 

.. 

"This corps of young 
volunteers will help carry out 
the President's order to 
return voluntarism to the 
local communities where it 
belongs," says · ACTION 
Directior Thomas W. 
Pauken. "Young people help­
ing other youths in the com-
munity will greatly benefit l 
both the volunteers and those 
they serve." 

At age 85, Ramona R. 
Lopez of McAllen, Texas, is 
more than 70 years older than 
Wanda Campbell, but she too 
goes out of her way to help 
those who need her. With 129 
grandchildren and great­
grandchildren, Mrs. Lopez -
still has the time and energy 
to to be a companion to four 
homebound senior citizens, 
all of whom are younger than 
she. 
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assistance to other adults, 
especially the elderly living 
at hoine or in institutions. 

"What would l do at home? · 
Sleep all day? Sew aµ day? 

• It's a much better ttµng to go 
outlide and see someone," 
~ Mrs: ~peg. She readl 
and ·writes letter for tbe 

. women, wJlo qan neither read 
nor. write, and speak only 
Spanish. She also combs their 
hair, fixes them tea and takes 
those who are able for short 
walb. · · 

"I try to keep them from 
going to nursing fl~mes. lbey 
don't want me to quit and I'm 
proud of .that," she says, ad­
ding, "I love my friends~­
They. are old. I am old, but I 
think I have a little man 
eneFgY thaJi they do. We jlllt 
keep on going." 

Before Kip Becker jomed 
the Anny in 1966, ~ wasn't 
going anywhere in particular. 
He had flunked out of · two 
years in college and was ju& 
drifting along. When be got to 
flight school, he fo~ that 
there were · ~ -that be 
could learn. He then went on 
to serve as a helicopter pilot 
in Vietnam. 

"When I got out of the Ar- . 
my, my achievements in the 
war filled a major part of my 
resume," recalls Becker, 35, . 
of Wilmington, Del. "As the 
years went by, that section 
dwindled down to read, 
'Military servlce-1966-70.' 

"Like a lot of Vietnam 
veterans, I simply wrote it off 
my resume and went on my 
way," continues Becker, who 
proceeded to earn two 
master's degrees and a doc­
torate in psychology. "Due to 
a collective feeling of guilt, 
we all sort of disappeared in 
the closet for 15 years. We 
didn't win the war and didn't 
want people to know we were 
involved in it. Now it's time to 
come out.'' 
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\ nation~s .. volUiateers 
When 14-yeer-41 (v'nda ~ . 

Campbell first · met Kim, her 
Cambodian '. 'buddy," at the _ 
Daggett Middle . School in 
Fort Worth, Texas, she held 
out her hand and said; 
"Friend." Kim, who speaks 
very little English: initially 
didn't know how to respond· 
and held back. 

"But when I did it again," 
recalls Wanda, "Kim shook 
my hand and said 'friend.' 
We've been friends ever 
:since. " 

· Wanda Campbel;l is one of 
about a dozen students at 
Daggett School to volunteer 
to help a newly arrived 
Cambodian youngster learn 
English and feel at home in • 
America-. Begun in 
February, this Cambodian 
Buddy system is a one-year, 
local pilot · project of Young 
Volunteers in ACTION, a 
new community service 
program for youth aged 14 to 
22, administered by AC­
TION, a new community 
service program for youth 
aged 14 to 22, administered 
by ACTION, the national 
volunteer agency. 

The word "friend" is 
universal, and volunteering · 
is the 'American way of 
expressing friendship . . 
Whether they are 14 years 
old or 84, no matter whether 
rich or poor, volunteers are , 
America 's gr~test natural" 
resource. During National 
Volunteer Week, from Aprij 

/ 

-11 tt '24 ~ 1 , , aored by• ,_lp(lll 
1he Ntlclaal ~ For 
Citizen Involvement, AC­
TION salutes its own 
volunteers - · more than 
325,000 outstanding human 
beings. · 
. ACTION volunteers serve 
upder -the Fost-er Grand­
Pirent Program, Retired 
~nior Volunteer Program 
(RSVP.) 1 Senior Companion 
Program, Volunteers.. in 
Service to ·Amer ic.a 
<VISTA), Yoqng Volunteers 
in ACTION and Vietnam 
Veterans ·. Leade.rship 
program <VVLPl . ,· 

"Over our history .­
Americans have a4Yay$ 
extended their hands · - in 

· gestures of assistance,•• says 
President Ronald · Reagai). 
"The spirit that built this 
country still dwells in our 
people. They want to help. 
We only need to ask them. '' 

l ,; • 

) lc~ity wlH ' iN!AUy 
ibeaeftt both the volunteers 
1andtboeettleyserve.'' · . 
·: At aae 85, Ramona R. 

Lopez of McAlle~ Texas, is 
i more than 70 years 'older 
i than Wanda Campbell, but 
' she too goes out of her way to 
; help those who need her. 
J With 129 griindchildren and 
:_ great-_grandchildreri, Mrs. 
'. Lopez still has the time and 
. energy to be a companion to 
, four homebound senior 
· citizens, .• all of whom are 
; younger than she. 
! ''l'm not going to sit dbwn 

' .,; and not <lo anything," says 
·,, Mrs. Lopez, who spends at 

· ~! least 20 hours a week taking 
; care of four women ranging 

in age from 59 to 78, who are 
-, . suffering from infirmities.· 
· ' ' . She is one of about 5,280 

Senior Companions who give' 

Wanda Campbell is one of · 
about 125 Young Volunteers 
in ACTIQN serving at least 
ten hours a · month in their , 
local communities without :_ · 
pay. Up to 3,000 students are 
expected to join their ranks 
within the year. 

· individual c are and 
assistance to other adults, 
especially the elderly living 

, at home or in institutions . 
. -~ "What would 1 do at 
• ; home? Sleep all day? Sew all 

day? It's a much better thing 
to go outside and see 
someone," says Mrs. Lopez . . 
She reads and writes letters 
for the women, who can 
neither read nor write, and 
speak only Spanish. She also 
combs their hair, fixes them 
tea and takes those who are 
able for short walks . 

"This corps of young 
. volunteers will . help carry 

out the president's order to 
returd volunteerism to the 
local communities where it 
belongs," says ACTION 
Director Thomas W. 
Pauken. "Young peopJe­
helpiq other youths in th'e · 

Before Kip Becker joined 
·-;-the Anny in 1966, he wasn't 

. llOU>II , anywhere in par-

Continued 

,.. 
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ticular. He bad flunked out of 
two years in college and was 
just drifting along. When he -· 
got to-flight school, he found 
that there were thirigs that 
be could learn. He then went 
on to senre as a helicopter . 
pilotin Vietnam: · 

.. When I got -out of the 
Army, m'.I achievements in 
the war filled a major part of 

. my resume," recalJs 
Becker, 35, of Wilmington, • 
Del. " As the years went by, . 
that section dwindled down 

• to read, · 'Military service --
1966 to 1970.'' 

"Like a lot of Vietnam 

coordinating existing ser- . 
,vices that could benefit those 
, \'~rans who . still have 
problems associated with 

·their military service. 
"Vietnam veterans are not 

~II alcoholics and drug 
addicts. We can make a 
stand to contradict that 
negative image and provide · 
positive role ·models for · 
those less fortunate veterans 
who just haven't been able to ' 
fit back into socjety," he 
explains. 

Living means giving, 
especially to children, for 
many ACTION volunteers. 

'The spirit that built this country · 
still dwells in our people. They want 
to help. We only need to ask them.~ 

ve~rans, I simply wrote it 
off my resume and went on 
my-way,'' continues Becker, 
who proceeded to earn two 
master's degrees and a 
·doctorate in psychoiogy. 

Director of development, 
marketi ng and public 
relations at Wilmington 
College, Becker recently 
became chairman of the · 
Vi e t nam Veterans 
Leadership Program · in 
Wilmington, one of 14 AC­
TION-sponsored VVLPs in 
the country. He volunteers 
about 15 hours a week 
organizing a network of 
successful Vietnam veterans 
in the community and 

"What the children need so. 
much is love - to know that 
you care about them," ob­
serves Margie Twiss, 74, 
who serves five days a week 
as an RSVP volunteer, 
recuiting and_ coordinating 
other Retired - Senior 
Volunteers for a Head Start 
program in Radip City, S.D; 

ACTION's largest -
program, RSVP has n\ore 
than 300,000 volunteers ~ge 
60 and over, devoting time 
and energy to community 
service · without com­
pensation. Under a recent 
interagency agreement -
between ACTION and the 

Department of Health and 
Human Services, a number 
of Retired Senior Volunteers 
and Foster Grandparents 
are serving as teacher aides 
and volunteer coordinators 
for preschoolers in Head 
Start. 

"I love kids . I love this 
- wQrk. It makes me feel like 

I'm still worth something," 
says Mrs. Twiss, _ who 
"retired" at age 60 after 
teaching 32 years on the Pine 
Ridge R~rvation where 
she was born and raised. "I 

· ·was ready. to climb the walls. 
I couldn'fretire. " 

Mrs. Twiss devides her 
time -between helping the 
children in the classroom 
and convincing other 
"retirees" . to join her - in 
RSVP. ' She's recruited 44 
since October and is aiming 
for 100 by fall. · 

Filling a missing gap in 
homes where there is 
potential child abuse or 
neglect is the mission of 
Alma Diggs, 60, a Foster 
Grandparent with a parent 
aidgroupinHampton, Va. 

"There's always 
something missing in these 
homes. I can sense it as soon 
as I walk in _the door," says 

-Mrs. Diggs. "It's love that's 
Jacking and that's where -1 
come :n. I try to supply the 
extra love to - bring the 
family close together." 

Mrs. Diggs is one of about 
18,030 Foster Grandparents 
providing companionship 

and guidance lo emotionall: 
physically and mental] 
handicapped children a 
over the country. She ar 
five other Foster Gran, 
parents in the prograi 
provide understanding ar 
support to the children ar 
parents or foster parents 
homes where social welfa1 
workers · have identifit 
potential cases of abuse 1 

neglect. 
" Little by little, ti 

children will tell you abo 
their feelings in the hon 
and gradually .you'll knov 
better how to work with ti 

. mother_," reports Mr 
Diggs, whho spends about 
hours a week with tv 
fam

0

ilies. "I think that it f 

boils down to a lack of u 
derstanding. A lot of peop 
don't understand how 
raise children. They m, 
have good intentions a1 
Jove their children, but 
doesn't come across th 
way to the kids." 

She maintains th . 
potential child abuse can I 
prevented with gent 
guidance. "I don't feel Iii 
I'm fighting a losing batt 
and I don't think I'll ever s, 
a case too tough to handle 
she says. "To really ha­
success, you can 't do ju 
enough and I'm willing lo ; 
that extra mile." 

For more informatio 
write: ACTION, 806 Co 
necticut Avenue , N.~ 
Washington, D.C., 20525. 

I 
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DirectAll'"~ 
The David L. Huffman St.ory CJ!} . 

"'' Dave Huffman of Wilmington, Del., claima be wu Right now, he'■ a prorr- ,wmer •· ia the new 
aueh a poor student, he flunked out of kindergarten. Vietaaa V---■ ~ PNicn,m, l(IIOIUIOred by 
Maybe so. He didn't ba~e J®Ch going for him then; · 8 ACTION, the national volunteer agency. The purpose of 
IDliled up home life and eight years in ID o~. He .. ' the program Js one of aid, from -veterans to veterans 
didn't finish high school, dropping out in the 10th grade. ' whatever the need may be. Dave has definite ideas on 
When he was 19, he enlisted in the Marines. That WM ways to approach employers, ideas that are innovative 
No.ember 1967, and in April 1968 he arrived in Vietnam and different. "You've got to accentuate the positive," he 
u a combat rifleman. On September 29, a day he11 never says, and he's living proof of that axiom. 
forget, he was booby trapped. When he woke up in the Recently, when he met Ronald Reagan, he told the 
boapital at Da Nang, he was blind. That was the President it wouldn't be ioo long before a Vietnam 
begmning of th~ bad news, and it got worse. veteran took .over the White Houae job. He didn't name 

He came home to find he really wasn't wanted, not as himself as a candidate, but with all his accomplishments 
a veteran, not with his disability which was too much of as 33, which i,nclude a brown belt in Judo, don't rule him 
ID inconvenience for those around him to _handl~. The out. 
future looked extremely bleak, but Dave was not willin& to., David L. Huffman has come a long way since he 
accept defeat. "I knew I had to turn my life around," he dropped out of school. He has the kind of spirit and 
said. "And I knew I had to rely on my head." courage and outlook that our country has Jl}ways 

He entered the Hines VA Rehabilitation Center in depended on. He's tlie father of three children, and when 
Chicago, ru., to learn to adjust and how to cope in a world he's asked bow he has, come so far so fast, he answers 
'JI darkness. The course was scheduled to last . four . · quiet.lJ, ,.Sharon Ann; With love and kindness you can go 
·months· for David it lasted six. He passed his high school as far as you want." 
M1uival~ncy and was making stead~ progre~ whe_n Ii.; · •-
.,.. in an automobile accident which left him with \ 
brollen back, paralyzed from the neck down. He was~\ 
about to quit, wasn't going to be left lying f\at. He began 
lifting weights in bed. Determination rombined with 
medical treatment put him back on his feet. 

But now what to do? 
At first, he figured he'd be content with unskilled 

work, not demanding much of himself or of anybody; a 
nine-to-five job with a beer waiting for him at the end of 

· the day. . 
Two things happened. He couldn't find employment, 

and ·at a dance, he met Sharon Ann. 
"She turned the world around for me," he said. She 

convinced him to go back to school, and with the VA 
t.nefits due from his military service, he did so. He was 
the first blind student to earn not one but two degrees 
from Wilmington College--in behavioural science and in 
eriminal justice. He was also the first blind student to 
graduate from Delaware Law Scllool. Soon, he11 be 
takinc bill bar exams, and he plau to specialize in 
-iMeraational law. 

• 
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;:y,~J¢f3~ W allfi{TO-Help 
. ~ - ·, ,• \" ··: t · _;, 7 ..... , · ,' . - ·. . .... . · . . ~OVe:r·co·ift;e~ .. :Viet·;w ar\ 

• ._. • ' •. • ' . ~ I • , . • ·' 
·<:-r · .... , - • l' .. • · . , , !' · •I , _ 1 ,... . • .. , ., , , , • 

. ; B)' J!,EN L .l<AUFMAN . · ~.- -~ ,· ' . ·, . · ' ; . -' IT;S TIME to do thls, Wheeler 
:~-;~~'r-•-~·.;~.: .. , .. ,,(': .",. '., (·,:. :· ·said. The war must be taken ort 
· John'P~Wheeler m, class of '66, ls ·•\the shelf where uneasy Amert-

. : trytnr k>'save the Vietnam gener- .. cans consigned lt art.er the tllght 
, aUon for The Republic. ; from Saigon. · · . ' 
; ' ' :The Mllit.ary Academy at West _, . .-, Moreover, Wheeler sald, hls 
'· Polnt,N.Y., taught hlm never to :.comrades are at the age when 

· : accept less. ;·.Americans tradltlonally assert 
- 1 • .:"IL's important, untlnlshed . . themselves ln government, lndus-
,. buslhess," he sald ln a recent ,:,try, and commerce. ,, · · :· ._·. -n, 

•'Interview from hls Washington •'- • Wheeler has given himself 
•; n.c.; omce. · ' ·· three years. "Then I and my men 
'• • • ' 11 belleve that the Vletna.m are free to be done and declare 
"i wa.r wm have more impact ln the 1 the federal program a success," he 
·: next 10 years than the last 10 said. "I'm Just wlred up ln a way 
• years." . . ·· that I can make it happen soon." 
: Wheeler War_>;ts to be a heallni ;-·•;_·,, Wheeler,· 37, reached th·e 'White 
, agent for the wounded genera• • House through novelist Jim Webb 

,; Uon." He took an immodest ;author of Flelds of P'Jre. ,Webb 
· , proposal to the White House and · introduced hlm to another veter­

. his Commander-i_n-Chlet bought an, Tom Pauken, Mr. Reagan's 
• . ~t t~r ~ mlllion. . · cholce tor ACTION'S top Job. , 

,. _Its O~; of those things you : · "They llstened to me because 
·· have todo, Wheeler said. I'd been thinking about these 
'. • · Slxteenth in his class. Duty, · things In terms or policy," Wheel-
. Honor, Country, And Redemption. er recalled. "It's taken 10 years for 
~eeler promotes a. mllltary c;on,' '. these kinds of thoughts and con-

cept of Duty wtth a religious sense cerns to appear." . . : ; • 
of call but he's no Janus or Jekyll Where veterans are wllllng to 
& Hyde. He's integrated his falths incorporate VVLP programs, 
Into a program of action for his Wheeler will provide "seed 
country and church. money" for a project director, 

secretary and office expenses. 
· TODAY, WHEELER ls national ... 
director of the Vietnam Veterans . THOSE $50,000 ann~·a1 grants 
Leadership Program (VVLP), are to run out at the end of Mr. 
pledged to est.abltshlng 50 local/ Reagan's term ln 1985. Then local 
state VVLPs with these goals: · funding ls to carry the programs. 

• Recruit veteran volunteers Wheeler ls looking for local 
to help other veterans with par- groups ln Ohlo, Kentucky and 
t1cular needs. . . _, Indiana. Interested .veterans 

• Assure effective help for the · should cont.act him or assistant 
estimated 500,000 veterans with Blll Jayne at (202) 254-82'10. 
"significant llngerlng problems But there's more. 
assoc iated wlth thelr Vietnam ex- · ,, ;. • ·, : ;· . • •! . i.- .· .. : . 
perlence, such · as underemploy- 1 

·' · Wheeler 11 &n Eplacopalla.n 
ment orunemployment." . ': .:.who picked la.w over the prlut• 

...... • Demonstrate leadership ·. hood a.a a. poatw&r ca.reer. He aeea 
abllltles of Vietnam veterans and ,.'· his generation's problems In theo­
put aside the lmage of a group to ' ·loalcal terms u aeparat1on-rrom 
be wpttJed or treated as victim." . ' · other men, from women, from sell 

· . · · , and from Ood-a.nd aelt•ilvtna, 
.. . • Reaffirm mlltt.ary . se~ice a.a .. ' redemption and call, · . .· . . 
.. ; _an honorable calllng, •• . , -, · · 1 . . . Hts first move was VVLP. Next, 
_ . President Reagan authorized .• . he wants to moblltze his denoml-

VVLP Ln July as part or ACTION, · nation as a healing force. "The 
. t.he agency !or volunteer service. 1 Episcopal Church has a calllng In 
.. VVLP ls a leadership program for : the full theological meaning of 

me n and women back from the that word." , . .- · . 
. war zone. Others need not apply. ··· ... ·outside his role · at VVLP his 

-· · "It's the one program !!med at ~. ministry embraces peers ~ho 
.. _Ula.tone particular Issue, Wheel- · avoided military service and 
: er said. ~ · fought against the war. They, too, 

have pro1>lems related to that 
"profound formative event for the 

• generation." . . -

,religion beaf ::,: ; 

. ' MANY VETERANS fear p~r­
sonal association with the Viet­
nam debacle and those who op­
posed the war fear accusations of 

· coward lee, he said. --1 , __ : , .• • .r . . 
"The submerged, serious na­

ture of the divisions within the 
generatiol\ warrants particular 
notice now, especially in view or 
the needless personal paln and. 
. diaunlty whlch they perpetua.to:' 

Whealor flndl 11 11.n 11.Chlr.~. ~ 
y111n.rnln1, th1t ls Old Testa.me:-.·., 
tor reconcllla.tlon 1nd heo.Hn~" 1n 
both co.mpa, - . ·. . · 

' Awkwo.rd o.s lt 11 1 he ·cannot 
lea.ve lt to others. "It's one ot tho.10 
things where the Spirit won't 
leave you alone untll lt.'s done and 
done right." 

,Whether hls generatlon'5 
alienation arose from the war or 
was c::.rrled into a.ct.Ion by the "Me 
Generation" Is a slde issue t,> 
Wheeler. Either way, thew ,'. , 
made lt worse and the count ·, 
still ls suffering. ' · 

•.· He outlines his rellgious pl!r­
spectlve in the January Issue or 
the Anglican Theological Review, 
published In Evanston, Ill. 

• . ."It ls a statement of faith by a 
layman to hts faith community," 
he said, hoping others will carry 
on. · --.·.•. _·,: .. . . · · . ..-_._.: · . 
. -. "The theological work ls essen­

_ tlal because lf the war affected 
our material llfe ln such aspect as 
economic, polltlcal and mllltary 
attitudes, then the .war must also 
have ~ffected our spiritual Ute.'' 
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Legi,slator who saw combat heads program 

Vietnam was 'mei-ciless,' . but Vets to get aid 
By PETER REICH ....... ~ 

PHOENIX - "I didn't enjoy kill­
ing; I figured the other guy might 
bave a wife and family . But I knew 
ft was him or me," says state Rep. 
James Hartdegen, R.Casa Grande, 
wbo saw combat u an infantryman 
In Vietnam's jungles in 1967. 

Now he's been made state chair­
man of the Vietnam Leadership 
Program, a new federal effort de. 
signed to help the Vietnam War's 
troubled veterans to adjust to civil• 
Ian life. 

Hartdegen says he is familiar 

with the kind of problems that Viet• 
nam veterans have. He ays he hu 
had a few such problems hhmelf. 

"I was 21 when I was sent to 
Vietnam. It wu a clfferent way of 
llfe," he aid In a recent Interview. 
"We were tauaflt: 'If you go Into an 
enemy village, kill (everything) -
dogs, pigs, chickens, men, women 
and children.' They didn't put tbat 
In writing, but that's what they 
taught us. 

"I never killed any babies," he 
said. "But I feel 90rry for Lt. (Wit. 
11am) Calley." Calley was court. 
martialed for his part In the My Lal 
massacre. 

It was a merciless war, tn which 
the Viet Cons and the North Vlet­
•mese rarefy took pr190llen, Bart­
degen aid. "They either killed,. 
tmmedtately, or they played with 
you awhile before they lclDed :,ou. 
We were aware that tr we were cap. 
bared, we didn't have much of a 
chance," he aid. 

And, he added, the behavtor of the 
enemy eltdted retum treatment tn 
llind. Hartdeaen aid he knows an 
American 90ldler wbo "cut ean off 
er~y dead, and even a head," OD 
one occasion. "They tent him to a 
psychiatrt• In Saigon, and tbe PIY· 
chtatrtst sent him back. and said, 

Hartdegen aids. veterans 
frrom Page 11:i) 

again. I had a hard time using the 
facilities in the house," he recalled. 
"I'd carry a pistol or rifle in my 
pickup. I figured, If someone wanted 
to fight me, I wasn't going to let him 
hit me -}'d shoot him." 

So be said, be knows the prob­
lems' of the veterans that his organi­
zation is intended to help. The pro­
gram will be administered by 
ACTION, the national vo!unteer 
agency. It will be a nationwtde pro­
gram for the estimated 500,000 Viet• 

nam veterans who still have prob­
lems associated with their time in 
service. 

Altogether. S2 million a year in 
federal funds is to be allocated to 
the program. Hartdegen said that 
means that almost all the work will 
be done by vol1111teers. 

"We hope to find professionals 
and other Vietnam vets wbo have 
made a successful transition to dvil• 
ian life and have them talk to em­
ployers about hiring Vietnam vets," 
Hartdegen said. "You know, a toe of 
big business made a lot of big bucks 
off the Vietnam War." 

'There's nothing wrona with bin 
he's Just taking out bis frustr. 
dons,' " Hartdegen said. 

"When I ftrst came bome, 
wanted to jotn some IDklen of fo 
tune. If I could have linked up wit 
1e1me mercenarfea, I probably wow 
lave," he added. '"Ccmba.t ls add!, 
Uve. An M-111 or a ..5Ckallber mi 
chine 11,111 gives you power." 

He aJ90 saJd he had a few em< 
· tlonal problems. 

"It took ine awhJle to be able t 
sleep In a bed, between tbe cover. 

Continued. Pqe 31 
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Rep. Hortdegen 
. . ... 

Heads Program 
. . . 

For Veterans . , . 

By PETER REICH 
Cuet&e A'riadea-llW&u7 ....... r 

"I didn't enjoy killing - I figured 
the other guy might have a wife pd 
family - but I knew it wu him er 
me." 

State Rep. Jim Hartdegen, R-Cua 
Grande was an infantryman in Viet­
nam in' 1967. He saw combat in the 
junglea. 

Now he'a been made state chairman 
of the new Vietnam Leadership Pro­
gram. a federal initiative designed to 
help Vietnam veteram with problems 
adjust to civilian life. . 

RARTDEGEN is familiar with 
the kind of problems Vietnam veter• 
am might have. He admit.a to having 
bad a few himself. He recalled: 

"l wu 21 when I was sent to 
\-iemam. It waa a different way of life. 

"We were taught: 'If you go into an 
enemy village. kill (everything) -
dogs. pigs, chick.ens, men, women and 
children. , They didn't put that in 
writing, but that's what they taught 
UL 

"I never killed any babies. But I 
feel sorry for Lieutenant (William) 
Ca!Jev (court-martialed for his part in 
the My Lai maasacre)." 

It was a merciless war, the Viet 
C-ong and the North Vietnamese 
rarely took prisoner,, Har.degen said. 

'"They either killed you immedi­
ately, or they played with you awhile 
before they killed you. We were aware . 
that if we were captured we didn't 
have much chance." 

The behavior of the enemy elicited 
return treatment in kind. 

Hartdegen wd be kD0W'I ID Ameri- · 
can 101,dier who .. cut -~ off enemy 
dead and nen a heed" oo one 
OCCMm 

°"They ae.nt him to I psychiatrist in 
Saigon. and the psychiatrist 1111t him · 
bid, uying, 'There's nothing wrong 
with him - be •• just taking out hia 
fruatrationa.' " 

-,~ -
JIM IIARTDEGEN 

-- . . .. . _.. ., ·.• ...• , 
THE IIAN'8 brother and brother- · 

in-law had been killed in Vietnl.m. 
The war left iii mark miHartdecen- . 
•When I firat ~ home, I wuted , 

to join 101D1 IOldm m fortuDL If I .:_ 
eouJd bm linked- up with - i 
mercenarie1, I probably would haw. _ : 

-COmbat ii addictiw. An M-16 or a : 
50-aliber machine gun sivll JOU ; "L.- --!..I : power, ISNIII. . . . . -t 

He bad a few emot.ional problem.a. 
be admits. . 

"It took me awhile to be able to 
aleep in a bed, ~n the. covers, _ 
again. I bad a hard time UllDI the 
facilitiel in the boa.i&e. 
. "I'd carry a pistol at rifle in my 

pickup. I figured, if 10me0ne WUJted · 
to fight me, I wasn't 10mg to let him · 
bit me- I'd shoot him." : 

. . 
,PORTUNATELY, the octaliOll 

never aose. · 
But there were other diftic:ultiea. 
"I'd be in the ASU (Arizona Stat.e · 

University) bl,rary, and I'd IN the 
anti-war protesters, and I knew that 
in their eyes I WU I bad guy - • beby 
killer," he remembera. 

"I "anted to tell them, 'Bey, I 
never killed an babia I just did a 
job. You ~ me.' But I newr said 

-1.; .... • 
&D.1WMM6• 

Hartdegen wu.n't married at the 
time, but, be said, "I'll be truthful: If I 
would have been, I probably would 
have wound up diwrced." 

There u. many things about the 
war that still disturb him. 

.. We bad the capability of 1oinc in 
and winniq that war ~ mad we · 
didn't," be laid. - . 

.. And I ltill believe that W 
· (Arizona Sen. Barry) Goldwater l:.een • 
elected president (in ~). I never 
even would have 'bad to eo to 'Nam." 

ALSO, BE said, ""There at.ill are 
some -A.mericans hem, held captive 
over~." 

·1 
I 
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v. h.- · 11 :i I, : , 1• r·n ' 1;,, ; ,1~. !-- "li d ll1 P. 
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St.~lt> !,,· :• ,! 1111 ll .· 1 :d i·1 :.- 11, It· 
t'as .. (; 1 : '! , I \L I, 1n1 :t' d ~: ,1tc 
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w1lh l'res illrnl ll<•;, ;!an :111<I :!O kry 
\"\'! ,I' n,l11111t•t•f !-- . 

porlray1•d wilh a nri:all\·1· lmoge," 
he said . 

anoss to the p1.~•plr ." 
llartd,·ri•·n was 011e of the first 

\lelna,n \'l'll'l'a11s to 1111111 scat In a 
l<·gislalun• :111y11 h1•1-.- in the nation 
whrn he look offil'e ll\'e yrars ago. 
Therr an• 11 In < '0111:rl'ss now, he 
~aicl . 

bcrs. 
" I believe 11s a Vietnam veteran 

I have a rcsponslblllty In lw-lp vet­
erans who have ser\'ice connecl1.'CI 
problems," llarlc!Pgl'n said. 

Tl ,•· inili al 1111·,•ll111i lash•cl :thou! 
20 m,n•11<·~ wilh ll,·.11:an making 
suppurltrll( C'OIIIIIH' III S of VVLI' (ul ­
lO\< 1·tl hy m·i:,111i,.i11i-: mrl'li ni-:s 
lhro11 i.:ho11l 1hr 11:t\' . 

" Tht• jub is a .:-hnllrn l.!r nncl I 'm 
looki11g forw:ird lo ii . .. llarl<ll'j!cn 
~aid In II ll'l,•phone inlrrview 
\\'l'dnrsday niJ:hl from his home. 

" Of11•11. \ ' ielnam n:•lcrans are 

"Wr w:1111 lo show 1hr puhlic all 
co111hal vl'i1•r.111s dnn'l h,l\·c prob­
l t> 111s and ma11y arc livl111( ;i normal 
life and arc lawyrrs, t'nl(illl'l'l'S, 
doctors and the com111n11 working 
man." he sale! . 

" 11 's lime lo sh"w the pub I ic 
why we were there :ind to relay 
what It was adually like to be In 
Vietnam slnre that ·s hard to g1•t 

In 19fi7, llarlcll'l(rn was a fire 
h•am lr:i,lcr in lht• 1\nny with the 
2.Hh Infantry Division in War Zone 
t lie was lhrre for six months 11nd 
nine d:,ys, as he quickly remem-

"When I came home from my 
tour of duly, I also hrid prohlrms 
rcaclju~lln1.t lo rel(ular llfr from lhe 
Jungles of Vlelnam to the ~!reels of 
Eloy," he said. It took only 48 
hours. "From war lo peace In such 
a short lime was a shock to sa~ the 

I Vietnam Vets to Help Others I 
"II Is time to tap the enormous 

resource of alile and sucl·csslul 
Vlc-tnam veterans who sl a11<1 ready 
lo come forward lo hdp ~olve the 
problems of thrir fl'llow \'!:t..rans, 
Thomas l'aukcn, ACTION •lircclor 
and Vietnam veter.in. s"id . 

VVLP is Intended lo bt• a low key 
and lm•xpcnslve volunlccr pro­
gram, lf:1rt<l1•gr n said. 

The ft·dcrally fund,~ program 
will cost $2 million per year for 
three years. VVI.P will he estab­
llshL-d In 50 communlllcs through­
out the U.S. PIiots are under way In 
Phoenix, Phlladl'lphla, Pa., Balli· 
more, Md., San Antonio, Texas, 
Wilmington, Del., and Nashville, 
Tenn. About $50,000 wlll be dcstgn­
_aled Jor each city .. 'nlere wlll be a 

Continued from page I 

salaried project din ·clor and vol ­
unlC'<'r chairman fl)r each 1·0111mu­
nily . 

Frcleral partic•(latlon In VVLP 
Is s, he<lulcd to bt· phas1•,1 out by 
Srpt. :m, l!JR4 . 

Specific lll'Cds or the commu­
nit ies will be> evalur.tcd followed by 
an acllon plan lo ~•>lYe the most 
sev1·re prohlrms, a '✓ VLI' spokes­
man ";;aid . 

VVI.P Is also cl1•,i1;nrd to demon­
strate the l1•,11lt-n hi(l of veh'rans 
and to stimutle e. h:cllve help for 
the veterans who :;tllf have slgnlll­
cant problems asi-,r. ialcd with Viel• 
nam such as under-employment 
and unemplorme11I. 

VVLP wll not 11rovlde lndlvldu­
al counsellng or a refyrral service 

and Is not lnlcnrkd lo duplit':ilc or 
overl;ip scrvi<'es of the Vl'h'rans 
Aclministratlnn, the ~pokcsrnan 
said. VVl,P wlll supplement the 
services lo create services In all 
necdc'CI areas. 

Some typical activities of the 
program might Include Job place.~ 
men! and dc\'l'loplng h11slne~s sup­
port for Vl'h'rm1s who want to hel(in 
or expand their own business. 

From l!lfiJ lo 1973, about 2.7 mll­
lion Americans served In Vietnam. 
About 98 percent were men be• 
tween age 26 and 35. 

During the war, 57,698 persons 
were killed ond 270,000 were 
wounded. More than 21,000 were 
dlsabled and about 5,000 lost one or 
more limbs. 

• 

least. The \'i1·tnam war la~.••·,I len 
years :md nin~ rnonl h~. " h :, I. i.· l';e 
longest war or our 111 ~1i.,: r . F1>r 
some Jll-Opl1· who spl'nt i ,r:· i 'I 
Soullw:isl \ ,,,.,. 1hr ,1 ar j_, , · ill 
going or, fl ., •, •: H•r, I hl'li •·'. t' ·,, 11h 
the h•.·lp of \ \ 'LP. posili ,r 1•1 i: :-.:~ 
will h,1rr•·n." 

VVI.I' Is a r;i •w f!'<lt-ral inil iallH' 
orlmlnisll' recl IJy Al'TIO'.'\ , lh~ 11a­
linnal \'f•lunt,·, ·r agc·nr y . 

See Vietnam, page 3 



ROCKY MIN. NEWS 

DENVER, COLORADO 80204 

~s. pr.@pare!--.. 
.to ",;fmember ·. · • 
4ts'wterans - .· 

Neftwltttenket . 

WASHINGTON - President Reagan· paid 
tribute Tuesday to the 2.7 million Vietnam vet- • r 
.erans who fought "in the f~st tradition of the 
American military in a war µiey were not al­
lowed to win." 

In a Rose Garden ceremony on t.lle eve of 
Veterans l)ay, Reagan said: "Recognition and 
appreciation for all they went through is long • · 
overdue." . 

· He participated. in the christening of a pro­
gram designed to help find jobs for unemployed 

_ Vietnam veterans and to promote a positive 
image of Vietnam veterans. · 
- ·fte program, known as the Vietnam Veter­
ans .Leadership Program, will recruit successful 

butjpemnen. :er•· fellow ve. terans . . - find jobs and · self eem. It is being a4-. _...; 
mfriiderect by · , national volunteer " 

- ageag., - . . . . ' '. 
· · Beagan.. · veterans "have never - >. 

reeenel-tlle thanks-they deserved: . . . . 
"AlDnc.~•Uragedy, Vietnamdivid- President Reagan talks with John 

ed 011r natian ml damaged America's self im- Fales Jr., employment director of the 
age,"* pttsidart ;;aid. "And part of that trage- Blinded Veterans Assoc_ iation, after 
dy - a Ria.jar part - was the sacrifice by mea . . 

. - . who lllllgllt .as br.m!ly as any American fighting. rescue the former American hostages in Iran 
, men lme ffi!f fOUCbt- - will be eulogized by Dorothy Royer, the mother 

--~- ~ to at mtimt stffeotype," Reagan .ol one of the ~g~, at H~n National 
. • addetl, •a 'f3St majlrity _of Vietnam veterans Cemetery. . . 
'> rea4jll.,b!d · after returning fr-0m South- Included among the matchers this year in 

-. east Asa." . , New York City's annual parade will be members 
- ~ Bt._sssa.-Ile said, ~ ar~ th<>Se who . of the Red-Ribbon Red Badge of O>utage Cam. 

- foUJJd it to co~ to~ wt~ pr~ paign, relatives-of Gfs sµll Plissing in Southeast 
·that cowd- be traced to their wartime expen- . Asia. -
ences.,. . And those American servicemen still thought 

Tke Rose Ganleil ceremony preceded to be captive in Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia 
Wecilesday ~ when ~ will.be honored by a special mass a( St Patrick's 
will thaat the aatim's war veterans hy attending -Cathedral being offered by Cardinal Terence 
churdl senn.,,. vimlg parades and participat- . · ·Cooke.~ of New Vent. 
ing, ia Ide- adititits: . - . Indiana GoY. · Rx>llert D. On- proclaimed No-
-~nm• federal. state and local vember as Veteram' Recognition Maath, and 

·: govl!l"llmmt offites be clmed acnm the called on ·Hoosiers t8 give the state's 230,QOO 
coumry. . Vietnam Veterans special atiellllioDllecase tbey 

T1le ~ e tittwa • died. Crying to were "never · 1i1oaei,. 

inaugurating o self.help program for 
Vietnam veterans in a Rose Garden 
ceremony T uesdoy. 

Denver's Vets parade 
will begin at 10 a.m. 

Denver's Veterans Day Parade will be­
gin at 10 a.m. Wednesday witb tlleoravan 
forming near the City and Caanty Bailding. 

fourteentfi, 15th and many surrounding 
downtown streets will be dosed to traffic 
daring the parade. wbidl normally lasts 

..about two hours. 
Marchers will move west ao 14th Street 

-to lower dmrDtawn, then move up to 15tla 
Smet. mm npt m1 mardl east Qll 15th 
Street to Broadway. 'l'here, tile parade will 
tmn rigtlt aad pass before a Ciric Center 
lfflefiC stal beftn dme:n,ljr!g 
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President Reagan talks with John Fales 
Jr., employment director of the Blinded Vet-

• i · .. . •. : 
. .. 

. ... . ,' . . . ' 
·-- . . . 

UIIIIN PrtH lnllr n,Jlb,ol 

erans Association, after inaugurating a self­
help program for Vietnam veterans. 

President Pays Tribute To Vietnam Veterans 
WASHINGTON (AP) - President Reagan paid tribute 

yestertfay to the 2.7 million V1dn.1m W,r veterans wbo 
fought "an the finest trad1t1on of tht American miliLary in 
a war they were nut allowed to win." 

In a Rose Garden ceremony on the evr of Veterans 
lJa). Hc.-~;,n said: "Hccognttion and appreciation for all 
tln·y \fent through i! lu::g cverdut." • 

&nls, S<·hoc. :., and frJcrctl, state and local government 
offlres will be closed am1» the country today in com­
n,emorataon of Vet1.:r.-11·s D.iy. 

Mr. ke.-g;sn parti<.:ipatt'd in the christening of a pr~ 
gram designed lo help lint.I jobs for unemployed Vietnam 
\\ar veterans and w promote a positive i~ge or them. 

The program, known as tbe Vietnam Veter.-ns l..eader­
sh1p Prugr.11,1, will recruit sucl'essful businessmen and 
oU,ers t<, bf-Ip fellow veterans find jobs and build sr.lf• 

' ,. -

esteem. It ls bfing administered by ACTION, the national 
volunteer acen<.-y. 

Mr. Reagan said Vietnam War vet.erans "have never 
received lhe lhanks they d~ervcd 

"A long, draggt'd out tragedy, Vietnam divided our n:i­
lion and damagf'd America's self lmaJ?c," U,e Presidrnt 
said ._ ''.Ant.I part of th;,l lragedy - a maJor part - was the 
aamfacc by men who fought as bravely as any American 
fi&hting men have ever fought. 

' "Contrary lo an unj~t stereotype," Mr.Reagan added, 
"a vast majurity of Vietnam veltrans r<'adjusled quickly 
after relumlng from Southeast A.,;ia " 

However, he said. "Ther<: are lhO!i(• who found 1l diffi · 
cult lo come to grips with problerns that could bf traced 
to their wartime eape1 ieocea." 
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i-He invo ve 
politically, 
vets urged 

By JEAN DICKINSON 
'Dmes staff writer 

SAN FRANCISCO - Veterans of the 
Vietnam War must "come out of the clos­
et" and demand attention from an Ameri­
can public that prefers to ignore their prob­
lems of unemployment, delayed stress 
reaction and exposure to Agent Orange. 

That was the message by speakers at 
the radio station KFRC-sponsored Vietnam 
Veterans Fair here Saturday. 

"It's time to let Congress, the state and 
the county know that we have needs and 
that we are not asking for some~ that 
we don't deserve," said .Rl~bard. Qa1'a J>t 
~h<> '-'."7 .. ♦,-. ttci::i Vctcn{ils ~tee. 

Speaking on the panel ."Change for Viet­
nam Vets: Affecting the System," Garza 
and others stressed that Vietnam v&terans 
have a profound distrust of becoming in­
volved In the political process because "it's 
the same system that took us out of high 
school, put us in uniforms and packed us 
off to war." 

1 . ·•. • ~ ... -•• - . Yet, according to Tom Langkau of the 
i\ .' ~--. / North Coast :Veterans Support Group, the 
, -.•,.,; ,h: __ '.'non-active Vietnam veteran is closing the 
·•.,l1fi/. • iloor on the rest of us, because by not orga-
. :jl: ~- .•;~~lzing, by nbt taking a stand, they are ask­
: -:;~~...(' .f.;r1,jng the government to ignore us." 
' ''.-

18\}:} Although the morning panel was sparse-
:,:;.,- _ly. attended, more than 2,000 people attend­

;, ,ed the two-day series of speeches, discus­
~'''/ : tiions and exhibits at Fort Mason. Fair 

,., organizers chose the historic fort for the 
event because it was the site where two 
million American soldiers were shipped off 
to fight in both World War, n and Korea, 

Topics by panelists ranged from "Agent 
Orange and Your Future" to "Coping with 
Delayed Stress" and "Behind the Walls: 
Problems of Incarcerated Veterans." 

Charles Liteke, who delivered the open­
ing speech Saturday, struck an adamant 
anti-war stance that was to be echoed by 
other speakers throughout the morning. 

CiPO 8113•7611 

Times photo/Sal Bromberger 

<.:barles Uteke 

A former Catholic chaplain ar.d recipi­
ent of the Congressional Medai of Honor 
for his service in Vietnam, Liteke s::lid he 
has since become a pacifist who "ca::mot 
support the possession or use of nuclear 
weapons which have the capacity to change 
life as we know it and to make a vast cre­
matorium of this planet." 

. Calling the Vietnam War "a tremen­
dous, costly mistake," panelist Lankau 
said that veterans "must speak out and 
prevent future Vietnams by telling of the 

· absurd nature of that war" in Southeast 
Asia. 

Edward Timperlake, national deputy di­
rector of the Vietnam Veterans Leadership 
Conference, said that while 80 percent of 
the 2.5 million Gls who saw combat in Viet­
nam have made a successful transition into 
civilian U!e, they have become "closet 
Vietnam veterans, downplaying those 
years of service because of the myth and 
stereotypes about Vietnam veterans." 
• He said his organization - under the 

auspices of ACTION, which also oversees 
the Pe_ace Corp"siiia Vlsta - hopes to re­
cruit volunteers among those veterans who . 
have made successful transitions to aid 
those who are still having problems; 
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