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At the site of the memorial, on Memorial Day, May
26, 1980, a ceremony was held in which people
were invited to join a line and speak in turn the
name of a man who was killed in Vietnam — a
brother, a father, a friend, a husband. There was
an eleven year old boy who spoke his father's
name. There was a mother, thirty-five or so, with
two little girls, and one of the girls uttered her
tather's. name. And there was a weeping woman,
in uniform, who spoke her husband’'s name. Then
an old soldier came up and spoke the name of a
battalion commander felled in Vietnam.

The pain, the reality, and the brokenness were
there for all to see. And the barriers to learning
and the need for reconciliation were there for all
to see as well.

1

1S 3ut in tact this
country has not wept yet over this war's dead. We
still deny them. We fought, angry and divided. As
yet, we have not wept over, or said to the war's
dead . .. goodbye.
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