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"Maya's design be about the memorial, which
is to honor those Americans who served in the Vietnam War," said Jan C. :ruggs,

four :r and president of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, sponsor of the
competition.

Lin's dasign consists of two e]ongafed reposing walls that meet tu
shape an open V. The backside of the ack granite memorial will be lTevel
with the ground, while the front side will gradually slope down to a depth
of ten feet where the walls meet. The names of the 57,692 men and women who
died in the war will be enscribed in the memorial in chronological order,
beginning with the first fatality of the war and ending with the last.

A design team lead by Marvin Krosinsky, a professional architect from
Island Park, N.Y.,earned second, while another team headed by landscape
architect Joseph E. Brown of Alexandria, Va., was awarded third place. There
were 15 honorable mentions.

Lin, a native of Athens, Ohio, entered the competition after being
assigned the memorial as a project for one of her architecture classes at
Yal Her professor, Andy Burr, aiso entered the competition.

"I wanted to create something that would make people remember the

peopie who died in the war," said Lin.

Lin will receive $20,000 for winning the competition and will serve
as advisor to VVMF on the project. Second and third place were awarded
$10,000 and $5,000 respectively, while honorable mentions received

,000 .

In choosing an open competiticn to select a des 1 for the memorial,
the VVMF is following an American tradition that began in 17¢2 with tha
cesign of the U.S. Capitol.

Centributions to the fund should be sent to VYMF, Washington, D.C. 200
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senator. Cn that day, in testimony before a Senate subcommitteé, Scruggs said,
"The Vietnam Veterans Memorial will provide a special tribute from the people
of this country to those who served. The memorial will make no political
statement about the war, as is proper, because in coming to grips with the
history of Vietnam, our nation must separate the issue of the war itself

from the issue of how the veterans served their country."

After the hearings, a 200,000 piece test mail appeal signed by Bob Hope,
v 5 successfully launched. Columnist James J. Kilpatrick related the story
of the fund in one of his columns, which resuited i more than 3,000 response

letters and nearly $60,000 in contributions.

On July 1, 1980, Congress, by a unanimous joint resoluticn, authorized
the VVMF to establish the mcmorial on two acres of national park land in
Constitution Gardens, near the Lincoln Memorial.

The VVMF then opened a national competition to creafe a design for the
memorial. By March 31, 1981, 1,421 architects, sculptors, landscape architects

and artists -- as individuals and teams -- had entered, making it the largest
competition of its kind in U.S. history. The fund told the competitors that
the memorial shculd be refiective and contemnlative, with room for inscribing
the names of 57,632 Americans who died in the war. The winner, Maya Ying Lin,
a 21-year-old architecture student from Yale University, was announced May 6,
Scruggs said Lin's design met the fund's criteria for "a aemorial not to honor

The VVMF now is working to raise as much as $7 million -- the amount

astimated it will take to establish the memorial.

On Veteran's Day, 1982, the fund will dedicate the memorial, and Jan :ri ;S

dr mwill | :ome a reality.
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1 service including the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star with Combat V,
the Meritorious Service Medal, the Joint Service Commendation, the Navy
Comr dation and the Combat Action Ribbon.

Col. Schaet retired from the service in March, 1981, and currently

resides in Springfield, Va.
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At the site of the memorial, on Memorial Dav. May

26, 1980, a ceremony was held in whii le
were invited to join a line and speak il e
name of a man who was killed in Viet a
brother, a fi er, a friend, a husband. 1 s

an eleven year old boy who )oke his fatl s
name. There was a mother, thirty-five or so, with
two littie girls, and one of the girls uttered her
father’'s name. And there was a weeping woman,
in uniform, who spoke her husband's name. Then
an old soldier came up and spoke the name of a
battalion commander felled in Vietnam.

The pain, the reality, and the brokenness were
there for all to see. And the barriers to learning
and the need for reconciliation were there for all
to see as well.

country has not wept yet over this war’s dead. We
still deny them. We fought, angry and divided. As
yet, we have not wept over, or said to the war’s
dead ... goodbye.














































A PEOPLE'S MEMORIAL TO VIETNAM VETERANS

In Washington, a city full of monuments, there soon will be
another, one that many say is long overdue. It's a memorial for the
2.7 million Americans who served in Vietnam. What makes the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial different, however, is that it is being built through
private contributions -- a gift from the American people in commeration
of those who served in this country's most unpopular war.

‘The memorial project is the result of a crusade by Vietnam
veteran Jan Scruggs of Columbia, Md.

Early in 1979 Scruggs saw "The Deerhunter,” a film

about nis war. While watching the movie Scruggs thought of his
; v .

"Half my infantry company was either killed or woundeag," recalled.

The experience was a moving éne for Scruggs, ana it rekindled
an idea he had had for some time - building a national memorial for

th¢ @ who served in the Vietnam war.

(more)






Finally Congress, by a unanimous joint resolution, authorized
the VVMF to establish the memorial on two acres of national park land
in Constitution Gardens, near the Lincoln Memorial.

The VVMF then opened a national competition to create a design
for the memorial. By March 31, 1 , 1,421 architect , sculptors,
landscape architects and artists -- as individuals and teams -- had
entered, making it the largest competition of its kind in U.S. history.

Competitors were told that the memorial should be reflective and
contemplative, with room to insc the na s of the 57,692 Americans
who died in the war. The winner, Maya Ying Lin, a 21-year-old architec-
ture student from Yale University, was announced May 6. Scruggs said
Lin's design met the fund's criteria for "a memorial not to honor
the war but rather to honor the sacrifices of Vietnam veterans.”

The project is now in the design refinement and approval process
during which details such as access for the handicap, adequate d inage,
appropriate safety needs, and the exact wording of the inscription
identifying the memorial as the Vietnam Veterans Memorial are being
developed.

The VVMF has put together the team to construct the memorial.
Included are the Cooper-Lecky Partnership, a Washington, D.C.-based
i ’ , , I.
construction firm that built the National Air and Space Museum.

Scruggs says the fund has raised approximately $2 million of the
estimated $7 million it will take to establish the memorial. Most of

this has been individual donations.

(more)



"Because of the special nature of this project," says Scruggs,
"we believe it is important for as many Americans as possible to have
a ¢ ortunity to contribute to this effort, making it truly a people's
memorial to those who served in Vietnam."

1e VVMF also has developed a comprehensive « paign to solicit

funds from i Jor corporations and national organizations throughout the
cour ~y. Paul Thayer, chairman and chief executive officer of the
LTV Corporation, recently agreed to head the fund's Corporate Advisory
Board.

Notable support for the memorial project also has ct : from the
} 2rican Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars and AmVets.

"If we can raise the money," said Scruggs," we hope to break ground
» worial Day 1982 and dedicate the memorial on Veterans Day of the
same year. Vietnam veterans finally will be = ognized."

Scruggs said contributions to the fund can sent to VVMF,

P.0. Box 37240, Washington, D.C. 20013.
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on the college campuses, on television, and in the newspapers
here in America. The adversaries were the formal American gov-
ernmental structure and the older and more generally conser-
vative citizens on one side, against many of the young, partic-
irly students, and .writers, artists, newspaper and television
people, and the more generally liberal. citizens on the other
side. Because of the open nature of our society, the North Viet-
namese were able to impl] nent the precepts of Sun Tzu in our
homeland,through their allies,with impunity. We who wore the
uniforms often became the enemy to the people on one side of
this second political war. When I came home from Vietnam in
December 1968, I was literally spat upon as I walked through
the Chicago airport in my uniform, by a young girl in a band
of hippies, this sme six months after the Chicago Democratic
Convention riots., I didn't like that feeling. That spit went
throi_1 me like a spear, Welcome home, I her”~'t sa’” anything,
but I was a target, I was the enemy, Naturally, I buried my
Viet 1 experiences for a long time : I didn't want to be spat
on ¢ N

That was many years ago, of course, and now, at last, America
seems ready to honor her Vietnam dead with a Memorial., It's no
surprise to me that few people want to talk about Vietnam or
Cambodia anymore., After all, their new communist governments
have not exactly shown themselves to be the bands of angels
they had once been portrayed to be, And now both sides of that
political war here in America are confused and frustrated and
embittered. A few lines from Kipling say it all :

"And the end of the fight is a tombstone white,
with the name of the late deceased,
And the epitaph drear, 'A fool lies here,
who tried to hustle the East.'"

That's the real lesson of Vietnam, of course - not that we
shouldn't fight against popular revolutions, nor that we should
adopt the tactics of the enemy, nor even that we used the wrong
weapons for the wrong war - the lesson is, for all our sophist-
icated technology, and our bottomless treasury, and our deeply
principled commitment to concepts of personal freedom, we, the
veterans of the military war in Vietnam and both sides in the
political war here at home, simply got outhustled by the East.

I never really felt good about my Vietnam experiences until March
of 1980, when I joined VVMF, There we were, & group of veterans
Af +ho milsitarvy war in Vietnam. whno simnlv wanted to honor our

v nir

vere good times, and a sense ol brothernooa
quickly sprang up, or rather, was reawakened after a long slumber,
I feel those bonds still, and support the goals of VVMF still,
even though I now speak out strongly agaist the design that won
the competition. I don't blame the individuals at VVIF, of course;
I 'imply be¢” ieve they mot outhustled. Now, having committed them-
selves so totally: to the concepts of "i_o>fessional" judging of
the competition by non-Vietnam-veterans, it is unlikely that they
vt ree v “h view that differ from their "~ istitutional position.,






¢ “>tion., Tr 7 will see this as the Memorial stat”ished "»>ng ago
t imerica to those who served in Vietnam, and they ¢ 1 only :e
iuac as some ugly, dirty experience of which we were all ashamed.

Over the past weekend, people in VVFMF got wind of my intention

to speak to you today, and I received several phone calls from
intermediary friends., what would it take, I was asked to call you
of © ? What is it that you want that would keep you from attacking
tt design ? You say you want an inscription ? That's okay, we can
take care of that. You say that you want a flag ? wWe can talk about
that, But please, don't attack this design.

My answer to them “ 3 the statement I give here today., Cosmetic
changes are not enough., I am tirsv of the implication that we

10uld be apologetic for our serv.ce to America. I 1 tire¢” of
being made to feel that all of us who served in Vietnam are losers.
The only thing we lost over there was the support of our country-
men back here. I am proud that I fought for my country. I am proud
that I bled for my coun ry. I am prouder still of the men and wo-
men who gave their lives in Vietnam for America., I do not regret
my actions, and I will not apologize !

Are we Vietnam veterans so blind ? Are we so dumb ? Will we be out-
hustled once age .7 1 :

I will not stand " 11y by while the experiences of those who served
in Vietnam, the laving and the dead, are memorialized on some sunk-
en black wall of shame, This is the wrong Memorial, chosen by the
wrong Jjury, for the wrong reasons, for the wrong war,

Please extend to us the grace and the dignity to choose our own
Memorial that will fairly represent our Vietnam experience to
poste .ty. None of us want to be memorialized as a black spot in
American history. Let our own artists and sculptors and architechts
select the most appropriate design. As a Vietnam veteran who feels
dishon¢—2d by the design that was decl —ed the winner of the VVMF
competition, I call on the United States Fine Arts Commission to
reopen the selection process of the design competition, and to re-
quire that the winning design be chosen by a jury composed exclu-
sively of Vietnam veterans, for only they are truly qualified to
judge. I hope that you will allow us this chance to recapture our
rightful position of honor in our nation's history.
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