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this is a memorial e: lusively to tt ; ¥ :
sort."

But who can deny it? In the official statement
accompanying her winning design, Maya Lin wrote: "Death is in
the end a personal and private matter and the area contained
is a quiet place, meant for reflection and private reckoning."
Even though there is now a belated insistence that all
veterans are recognized by these black walls bearing only the
names of the war dead, Lin repeatedly stated last spring that
it was a "memorial to the men and women who died during the
war."

Indeed, she came upon the design while studying
"funerary architecture” at ¥Y: 2. In a laudatory piece this
month, the Washington Post described her as "fascinated -- at
tin 3 almost obsessed -- by death." Her operative guote runs
thus:

"These (American troops in Vietnam) died. You have to
accept that fact before you can truly recognize them and
remember them. I just wanted to be honest with people, I
didn't want to make something that would say, 'They've gone
away for a while! I wanted something that would just simply
say, 'They can never come back. They should be remembered.'"”

But Congress did not authorize a memorial on the mall
to tell us, "They can never come back." Congress authorized a
memorial to honor the sacrifices of the war veterans, living
and dead. It wanted a stone paean of praise to their
patriotism, their heroism, their sacrifice, not this hymn to
death.

Early on in her course in funerary architecture,
writes Phil McComb of the Post, Lin "designed a memorial to
World War III -- a tomb that was a 'study in frustration’
because visitors would have difficulty getting inside and,
once there, would be trapped in a cleverly arranged ditch."
That "tomb," that "study in frustration,” that "cleverly
arranged ditch" is what is being buried in the mall!

Pert s, Mr. Clay writes, "you and a few oth rs are
getting off some overdue resentment at the outcome of the war

Well, you tell me, Mr. Clay. How can one not (ital)
resent {(end ital) the holocaust in Southeast Asia these
Americans fought to prevent? And if you don't resent the
defeat of the cause in which millions served and tens of
thousands died, what the devil are you doing passing on

yri in their honor?
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