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fflANCII M. WATSON 

PoST ()FF1CE Box 125 
DUNN LORING. VIRGINIA 22027 

(703) 111-8139 
(703) 573-7258 

October 26, 1981 TM rJaiin for the Vietnam Veteran, Memorial by Jla,a Y1111 LiA-

REEXAMINING THE VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL PROJECT 

Although the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund (VVMF) is operating under an im
pressive mandate from Congress, and claims some very prominent people among its 
sponsors--including both Mrs. Reagan and Mrs. Carter, fonner President and Mrs. 
Ford, Senator Goldwater, fonner Senator McGovern, Bob Hope, and the Chainnan of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff--there are strong tndications that the results it will 
finally produce may be regrettable. VVMF has chosen a design (see above} which 
offends some of the veterans most enthusiastic about having a memorial, and some 
of the VVMF 1 i terature smacks heavily of the old antiwar movement and the far left. 

Two of the originally most ardent Vietnam veteran supporters now see the project 
headed in the wrong direction and are trying desperately to have their views heard. 
One, author and ex-Marine James Webb, is himself listed on the VVMF letterhead as 
a sponsor. The other, twice-wounded West Point graduate Tom Carhart, arranged for 
the $45,000 bank loan to finance VVMF's initial mailing c~aign. 

Both began having second thoughts about VVMF when they saw the selection made 
by a jury of architects and sculptors appointed to judge entries in the national 
design competition. In a detailed plea for reconsideration to the U.S. Fine Arts 
Comnission, Carhart called it "a black gash of shame and sorrow.• As an indica
tion of how close his appraisal may have come to {ntent, in the Washington Post's 
May 16 article a6out the designer, ft ts spoken of as •a black rift in the earth. ·" 
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And the Post writer added: "This subtle synt,olism seems to engrave the still •~ 
biguous V1etnam trauma on the green tablet of Anl!rican history." 

Less poetically descr1bed, the design cal ls for two black granite walls, each 
over 200 feet long, joining to fonn an open "V." Installed in the ground on the 
northwest corner of Washington's Mall, one leg will point to the Lincoln Memorial, 
only some 600 feet away, and the other to the iashington Monument, beyond the 
eastern end of the Reflecting Pool. In the f>ack, the top of the walls will be 
level with the ground. In front, the ground will slope down gradually to a dept~ 

I 

of 10 feet where the walls meet. Inscribed on them wil 1 be the names of the over 
57,000 men and women who died in the war or are unaccounted for--1 isted in the 
chronological order of their deaths. That was the design in toto. A controversy 
arose in various press accounts over the fact that neither Vietnam nor th.e or 
wuld be .nentioned. From sifting the various responses to this by VVMF leaders· 
it becomes clear that this was the original intent. Most recently, Project 
Director Robert Doubek wrote in a letter published in the October 16 National 
Review: " ••• the memorial will be appropriately identified as the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial. 11 There seems to be nothing published to indicate what VVMF would con
sider as appropri.ate identification. One thing is clear enough. Neither the 
Anl!rican flag, which draped all of the coffins of the dead, nor mention of the 
military services whose unifonns they wore wfll be part of the memorial. 

The offended veterans say the design will be just the opposite of the •grateful 
tribute" VVMF's fund-raising literature claims the memorial will pay to "all who 
served in that war." Both of the men mentioned earlier here have registered their 
feelings with the U.S. Fine Arts Comnission, one of the federal agencies Congress 
empowered with final approval over the design of the memorial. On October 13, 
James Webb submitted a four-page, single-spaced statement to the Comnission pro-
posing that certain modifications be required-.lncluding raising it above ground 
-•before it was given final approval. Central to his statement was the thought 
that al though the veterans and the country as a whole seem to be wel 1 along in the 
process of assimilating the Vietnam experience, if this design is not modified, 
"it will reflect the inco111>lete assimilation process of the judges at one point in 
time, rather than making the definitive healing statement we had all so hoped for.• 

On the same day, Tom Carhart made a persona 1 appearance before the Conmissi on 
asking that its approval be denied until the selection process is reopened and a 
requirement established that Vietnam veterans sit on the jury1111king the selection. 
Not a single one sat on the jury that made the present choice. Some of the main 
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points made in his thirty-minute presentation to the Comnission are also made in 
a col lJJll by him in the October 24 New York Times (page 7, here). The note below 
the end of the col urm indicates that the Cormrission rejected both men's pleas. 

A study of all avaflaBle YVMF literature left lfttle doubt that these men have 
made valid assessments. Especially signiffcant is Carhart's point about there 
being two wars involved, one being the military war in Vietnam, the other •a politi
cal war waged here at home. 11 He contended that the design chosen by VVMF is a 
memorial to the political war at home and not the one the veterans fought in Vietnam. 

Indeed, there are not only two wars visible in VVMF's literature, there are 
two sets of literature. One trades on the one war, and one trades on the other. 
One was used to provide ideas for the design co111,)etition. The other was, and is 
being, used to raise funds. Both sets of literature are il 1 ustrated here as pages 
8-9 and 10-13 respectively. Pages 8-9 are from the brochure sent to participants 
in the design competition. This material is divisive, and repeatedly dwells on 
controversies that were the hallmark of the antiwar movement. Pages 10-13 comprise 
the fund-raising letter, devised to obtain Bob Hope's signature and thus to capital
ize on his highly patriotic reputation with the public. It is conciliatory, and all 
but waves the flag VVMF's design will not include in the memorial. 

Attention should be given to the full texts of both sets of material, but the 
excerpts below should deironstrate their separate philosophical approaches: 

HE PURPOSE AND PHILOSOPHY 
F THE MEMORIAL 
ive American involvement in the Vietnam War 
ed qver seven years ago, but the nation has 
to assimilate that painful experience. It was 
longest war in our nation's history, and the 
t unpc?Pular. Not ~ince the Civil War has any 

ericans. 6U h many o r 
such as inf I f 

the avera e c1 1zen as 
s consciousness. This at• 
le. Any discussio · 

men came of age ·during the more than ten 
rs of the war. Those subject to military service 
e compelled to make choices which profound

affected their attitudes towards themselves 
and their perception of their duties as ci_tizens. 

I'a vri~ :,ou today not a■ an enter
tainer, but a■ a fellow Aaerican who bu 
9011eth1Dg very 1-portant to ■hare ••• I'• 
offering :,ou the opportunity to take an 
actin part 1D a project that 1a loq OYeTdua. 

It baa 'baa aore than ei1bt 7ear■ aiDce 
Aaerica ended it■ illvolveaent 1D the Vietnam 
wr - tbe lon1ut, aDd certaiDl.7 the aoat 
c:ontrqye;pw. var 1D our nation'• hiatory. 

•·' . · . . , .· .. 
,,/ :~.. ' ii, 

Jloll• of aa c:an for1et that thi■ .var pro~lted ltitur debate 
bare at home - di'ridiD& 1eu•rat1ou ·and faailiH, and MftriJlg 
frieadahip•. · 

'Iha illpact of that var bu cbanaed forever tbe 11.a■ of 
aany Allerican■ Cid, ao■t of all, it ba■ c:han1ed the 11,re• of 
the aore than 21s aillion American■ who aerved in it. 
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The to111>arable sequence of basic ideas illustrated in these two passages con
tinues throughout both papers. It is the language used, and the ent>el11shment of 
the 1 deas, that gives one the flavor of the antiwar 1110vement and the other that 
of traditional patriotism. Some exlla)les of th.t~ have fieen under.lined for pur

pnses of illustration. Note that the nr fs unpopular fn one paper f>ut ft fs 

merely controversial in the other. Note the sentence abou:t inflation etc. being 
attributed to the war, then the one about •unresolvable debate ••• • All of this 
is language of agitation not healing. And it is not fn the Hope letter, yet the 
flat, of ideas continues to be parallel. There is more, such as the passage near 
the bottom of page 8 on "bitterness, boredom, fear, exhaustion, and death." That 

is strong language, and ft ts politically loaded. There fs still more on page 9 •. 

The si111>le truth of the matter is that the entire letter prepared for Bob Hope's 
signature, and used to coax funds from the general public, omits words, phrases, 

and whole sentences having antiwar connotations that were retained or injected fn 
the brochure sent out to guide tfie thinking of the participants in the design 

c001>etition. 
In fact, although the second paragraph. on the right side of page 9 begins with 

the unqualified promise that "the memorial will make no political statement re

garding the war or its conduct," it is itself fn the midst of political expressions 

on the war and its conduct, woven into the philosophical substance contestants had 
before them as they worked to produce designs which they hoped would cause the jury 
to award a $20,000 prize. 

Causing the general public to send i.n $5 to $500, or more, however, is another 
matter. The image of Bob Hope is used, and his letter is written to ge:t Americans 

· to open their pocketbooks and build this memorial lest "these veterans are left 

with the feeling that their sacrifice was in vain and that they are the forgotten 

victims of an unpopular war" (see underlinjn~ in the middle of the first page of the 
Hope letter). All the while, the design contestants were fed ideas that could be 
expected to encourage .design entrtes that would produce precisely that •sacr{fice 
in vai.n ••• forgotten victims" message. And the fund appeal letter tells th.e public 
that the design chosen "enf>odies everytftfng the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund was 
looking for·" {see near the bottom of the third page of the Rope letter}. ·sut, even 

as late as the date of th.is paper, Octo5er 26, 1981, the fund appeal packet includes 
M drawing, and M, description of the memorial. A vtsit to the VVMF office reveals 
stacks of folders with the drawing and description, 6ut they do not accoq,any the 
fund appeals. There is only the Kope let_ter and a .donation pledge card carrying 
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VVMF's promise to "build a suitable memorial to all who served in Vietnam." As 
with the memorial being appropriately identified, the public has no surety as to 

what might be considered suitable. 

Again, the assessments of tfi.e offended veterans are valid. What is to be built 

will memorialize the antiwar movement not the war they fought in. This is true to 

an even greater degree ~an these men have said. For, the very site on which it is 

to be built is not one with significance tn honoring America's war dead. That is 

usually Arlington Cemet!ry, across the Potomac. The site does have significance 

to the antiwar movement. The veterans would be inclined to miss the subtlety here, 

because their attention was on the war tn Vietnam not the one at home. And even 

though it is tucked into the Bob Hope letter, most of the people in the general 

public would be similarly tncllned to miss the full sfgnificance of this. They 

were not present in Washington during the large antiwar rallies. But the point 

is made at the top of the third page in the Hope letter, in words attributed to 

Senator Mathias: 

•A location on the Mall is synt>olically appropriate. We can all recall when 
the Mall was the battleground of opinion ~nd dissent regarding America's role 
in Vietnam ••• " 

The statement then trails off into remarks about the Lincoln Memorial and the 

divisions of the country during the Civil War. Whether the Senator is actually 

the author of this or not, the "battleground of opinion" phrase is precisely that 

•second war at home" the veterans found being memorialized at the expense of the 

war they fought in. Even so, the lines are an understatement in ten11S of the sig

nificance of the site to the antiwar movement. The Mall, and especially the west 

end of it, the Reflecting Pool and the Lincoln Memorial were literally taken over, 

time and time again, by the antiwar lll)vement. Its participants camped there, they 

~d nude in the pool, they smoked "pot" there, and they littered the grounds and 

destroyed the benches there. The very thought of the site has to evoke antiwar 

images to them now, and to offer possibilities for a future in which anti-defense 

rallies can include ceremonies around a monument using the Vietnam dead to call ·· 
forth visions of doom and hopelessness. 

There is still another antiwar dimension to the VVMF affair of which the veterans 

ar.d the genera 1 pub 1 tc are probably not aware. VVMF leaders have repeatedly insisted 

that none of the inent>ers of the jury making the design selection had been involved 

in the antiwar movement in any way. Preliminary research. however, indicates that 

four, 111Bybe five, of the eight meni>ers of that jury were involved in some sort of 

protest agai.nst the war, and one of those has a record in the far left reaching 
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back to 1944. He has been reported to have been teaching at that tfme in the 
California Labor School, a noted front of the Comnunfst Party USA. Subsequently, 
in June, 1957, he was tdenttfted as one of tf\e 111e11Ders of a •professional cell _., 

of the Cormn.mity Party"--oy a long-time party meni>er who had defected and was 111king 
a sworn statement before Congress. Thus, he was understandably involved in several 
protests against the existence of Congressional c01J111fttees looking into such 111tters. 
He worked on behalf of Smith Act defendants and the atomic spy Morton Sobel during 
the same period. And dur'lng the antiwar years his name was advertised in circul~rs . 

,, 
on the Berkely campus as one who was available to help and support draft resisters. 
He was also involved in the Vietnam Moratoriwn. 

In other words, by whatever mechanism, and through whoever' s influence, the 
site chosen for the Vietnam memorial ts that of the massive rallies against the 
war, the specifications for the design of the memorial were antiwar in nature, 
and the jury which made the selection of the winning design was weighted with men 
possessing antiwar sentiments, or actually involved in that movement--including 
one with long-standing connections with the Co11111unist Party which, of course, had 
its hands in the antiwar movement whenever and wherever it could. 

There 1s no question but what th.ere are sincere and dedicated people within the 
leadership of VVMF who want an enduring and truly appropriate memorial to those 
who made the sacrifice in Vietnam. The project certainly has sponsors with im
peccable credentials in those respects. A list of the sponsors in on page 14 here. 
The evidence is plentiful, however, th.at some of these people are not aware of the 
information discussed in these pages. The probabfl tty is triat if they were, they 
would have second thoughts about the direction VVMF has taken just as some of the 
veterans so enthusiastic af>out the project in the beginning have had. In the mean
time, however, agencies of the federal government are giving approval to a design 
that has not been openly shared with the donor public, and acquiescing to an in
scription which seems not to have been articulated or accepted by anyone. The 
potential for an ent>arrassing outcome seems extremely higfl. 

FKil 
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THE PURPOSE AND PHILOSOPHY 
OF THE MEMORIAL 
Active American involvement in the Vietnam War 
ended qver seven years ago, but the nation has 
yet to assimilate that painful experience. It was 
the longest war in our nation's history, and•'the 
most unpopular. Not since the Civil War has any 
issue so d1v1ded Americans. Although many of our 
P-resent problems, such as inflation I f 

· · ' utions h t-
e average ca 1zen as 
onsciousness. This at

titude is understandable. Any discussions of Viet-

understandable. Sixty million American men and 
women came of age · during the more than ten 
years of the war. Those subject to military service 
were compelled to make choices which profound
ly affected their attitudes towards themselves 
and their perception of their duties as ci_tizens. 

Obscured by this debate, or by conscious 
avoidance of it, is the deeper question of how we, 
as a people, should regard those who served. 
While the war affected all Americans in some 
way, its chief impact was upon the 2.7 million men 
and women whose role it was to carry out their 
country's policy. Of that number, 1.6 million were 
in combat, and over 57,000 died. 300,000 were 
wounded, and 75,000 were permanently disabled. 
Many more carry psychological and emotional 
scars. 2,500 remain unaccounted for. 

While debate and demonstrations raged at home, 
these servicemen and women underwent 
challenges equal to and greater than those faced 
in earlier wars. Th ex ri n · r-
ror, bitterness re m fear exhaustion an 

. n acing these or ea s, t ey s owe the 
same courage, sacrifice, and devotion to duty for 
which Americans traditionally have honored the 
nation's war veterans in the past. The unique 
nature of the war - with no definite fronts, with 
vague objectives, with unclear distinctions be-
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tween ally and enemy, and with strict rules of 
engagement - subjected the Vietnam soldier to 
unimaginable pressures. Because of ineauities jn 
~e draft system, the brunt of dangerous service 
.ell upon the young, often the socially and 
economically disadvantaged. While experiences 
in combat areas were brutal enough in 
themselves, their adverse effects were multiplied 
by the maltreatment received by the veterans 
upon their return home. 

After previous wars, including the Civil War, the 
nation honored its veterans. For the Vietnam 
veterans, however, continuing controversy over 
the war allowed for little psychological support 
from American society. The hostility of both those 
who deplored the war and those angered by its 
frustrating extension was directed against those 
who fought it: the veterans. To say that there were 
no ~elcoming parades is more than an under
statement. A telling incident is the story of a Viet
nam amputee being taunted with the remark that 
.. it served him right". The result, for Vietnam 
veterans, is a void. The time taken from their lives, 
their wounds, and the honorable service they 
rendered have received little or no acknowledge
ment from American society. 

The purpose of the Vietnam Veterans-Memorial is 
to recognize and honor those who served and 
died. It will provide a symbol of acknowledgement 
of the courage, sacrifice, and devotion to duty of 
those who were among the nation's finest youth. 
Whether they served because of their belief in the 
war policy, their bel ief in the obligation to answer 
the call of their country, or their simple acqui
escence in a course of events beyond their con
trol, their service was no less honorable than that 
rendered by Americans in any previous war. Those 
who served and died embodied values and ideals 
prized by this nation since its inception. The 
failure of the nation to honor them only extends 
the nationai tragedy pf our jnvolvement in Vjet-

~ 
Yet hope can be born from tragedy. As our nation 

finds its way in rising above recrimination, as_ it 
acknowledges the veterans of Vietnam, and as It 
gains the courage to mourn those who were lost, 
it can 1ook to the future with a renewed sense of 
purpose .. The Vietnam Veterans Memorial will 
stand as a symbol of our nation's appreciation for 
the sacrifices and loss that resulted from Viet
nam. It will express a nation's respect and 
gratitude. 

e ar in e war 1t n uc . w1 transcend 
ose issues. he hope is that the creation of the 

memorial will begin a healing process, a recon
ciliation of the grievous divisions wrought by the 
war. Through the memorial both supporters and 
opponents of the wa~ may find a common ground 
for recognizing the sacrifice, heroism, and loyalty 
which were also a part of the Vietnam experience. 
Through such a recognition the nation will resolve 
its history fully. Then the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial may also become a symbol of national 
unity, a focal point for remembering the war's 
dead, the veterans, and the lessons learned 
through a tragjp experj;QGP-

The leadership of this country has given the Viet• 
nam Veterans Memorial effort overwhelming en
dorsement. The original resolution proposing the 
site was "co-sponsored" by all 100 members of 
the U.S. Senate and 196 members of the U.S. 
House of Representatives. The sponsors repre
sented all elements of the nation's political spec
trum. It included those who represented the most 
bitter divisions. 

The site for the memorial was chosen both for its 
prominence and for its proximity to the Lincoln 
Memorial, itself a symbol of reconciliation after 
the Civil War'. The memorial is being financed by 
public coAtributions rather than governmental ap
propriations. This will create an opportunity for 1n
dividual involvement and f_or a national expres-
sion of sentiment. · 



:ao•s 
t H franlL . Cl'A ,,., 
• W Mavo. fr . hq • 
~ _......,,11 . fsq• 
IONAl SPONSO.ING 
IMITTH 
~ ··a.er· A&»rbach 
~ C.it,cs Co,por••
~ 

.. s. lerry, ,, , 
tt o1 Columbia 

• loolilla 
,. ol lJ,....., La1,n 
ICaft CifiHm ILIJLACI _(..._.. ........ 
~ 

II 

i,..c-
- -Ci.taftd• 
- laltawrC0<1ada ...,,_, .. _ 
-•icotorlw r~, 
INI Cowtl 
~ C--•tor 
I~ S Oa.....,, USA . .. , • ,_,..,.~,. .. ,, _,_ 

C.,ald It Ford 
ford 

c...t,n 

wo11oa ... c w .. ,.._., • ...i 11., • 
ciu., or \r,11 U \ """• 
SO•ING 

ANIZATIONS 

Othon AHoc .. ,_ 
.. UtllNd StatH 
.. _ ol f-.,. Wan 
wus 
II.If 
c, .. X"'DJ. 

l SchMt. USMC. 11ft • 
Vin~ 
Ooub.t. hq • o..a.,s.c-

f ..... 

- 10 -

Dear Fellow American: 

I'm writing you today not as an enter
tainer, but as a fellow American who has 
aomething very important to share ••• I'm 
offering you the opportunity to take an 
active part in a project that is long overdue. 

It has been more than eight years since 
America ended its involvement in the Vietnam 
war - the longest, and certainly the most 
controversial, war in our nation's history • -

None of us can forget that this ,war provoked bitter debate 
here at home dividing generations and families, and severing 
friendships. 

The impact of that war has changed forever the lives of 
many Americans and, most of all, it has changed the lives of 
the more than 2½ million Americans who served in it. 

The war subjected these young Americans to unparalleled 
pressures. Moreover, the animosity and bitterness that the war 
caused created an atmosphere that in many cases denied the re
turning veterans the heroes' welcome they still so rightly deserve. 

As a result, many of these veterans are left pth 
that their sacrifice was in vain and that they are the 
victims of an unpopular HW"• 

the feelin2 
forgotten .. 

You see, some were volunteers and some were draftees, but 
most of them didn't ask to go and fight. Yet, when their country 
called, they served because they were needed. 

Now, it's important for us to take the time to remember. To 
remember the 57,692 who died, the 300,000 wounded, and the 100,000 
handicapped or seriously disabled. 

And that is why I'm writing .to you today. Because I know 
that every loyal American will want to take part with me in this 
tribute. 

Some time ago, a group of Vietnam veterans formed the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund for the purpose of providing every American 
with the opportunity to pay grateful tribute to all who served in 
that war, and especially to those who gave their lives. 

When these veterans asked me to be their spokesman for the 
project, I didn't hesitate. I've spent a lot of time entertaining 
troops in the field and in hospitals all over the world, and it 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, Inc. 
1110 Vermont Avenue. N.W., Suite 308, WashinRton. D.C. 20005 {202) 659-2490 -•o.-tar •s-,.,11ft v- Affihac- ,__lo,~ oA odeftl1hcat- only (Not ~OIMailed 11Gow.-ia,.-, 
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amazes me how many good people tend to forget our courageous veterans of 
Vietnam. Yet they served as honorably as did their fathers and grandfathers 
before them. 

Take, for example, the experience of Jan Scruggs, one of the founders 
and now the president of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund. When be 
graduated from high school, Jan enlisted in the Army. Be was barely 19 
years old when he was assigned to an infantry company in Vietnam. By the 
end of his tour, be had seen half the men in his company killed or wounded. 
Jan himself was seriously wounded, and was awarded the Purple Heart and 
decorated for valor. 

Here, in his own words, is what happened when he came home: 

"On my N'turn fz"om Vietnam, still in unif01.'ffl, a group 
of psopZe my or.cm age booed and mads obscene gestures 
at us. This ~e i..,as -painfuZ, but others suf
fezeed fazt 1JJO?'se than I. One vetsmn -- an amputee --
1A>as toZd straight out, 'It serves you l'ight for going 
thezte!' 

fie Vietnam veterans soon Zeaztned that having sB1'1Jed 
our country in this particuZazt war 1A>as a dubious 
distinction at best." 

These and other heartbreaking episodes experienced by so many of the 
returning Vietnam veterans must somehow be set right. We must show those 
who were hurt, rejected or just plain ignored, that this nation - however 
belatedly - does honor its sons and daughters who served during a most 
difficult tim~ 

It is our duty now to show these veterans (who have yet to receive 
public recognition) that you and I personally care. And we can do so by 
helping the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund. 

The Vietnam .Veterans Memorial Fund was founded with a sinale. specific 
purpose - to build a permanent memorial in our nation's capital, honoring 
veterans of the Vietnam war - especially those who gave their lives. 

I am proud and happy to tell you that on July 1, 1980, Congress unani
mously approved a resolution authorizing two acres of national park land in 
Washington, D.C. for the site of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. The resolu
t~on was sponsored by all 100 Senators and by 196 Congressmen. 

The site for the memorial is located in Constitution Gardens near the 
Lincoln Memorial. The choice of site is significant, and no one has phrased 
it better than Senator Charles McC. Mathias, Jr. of Maryland, who originally 
introduced the resolution. I quote: 
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I 
"A location on the Hall is sgmbolicallJI appropriate. 

We can all recall when the Hall was the battleground 
of opinion and dissent regarding America's role in 
Vietnam . . Its prorimitJI to the Lincoln Jlemorial .1s 
also fitting, for not since the Civil Jiar had this 
Nation suffered wounds and divisions as grievous as 
those endured over Vietnam." 

I 
I wholeheartedly agree and I am sure you will, too. You see, I can't 

think of a better way to express to these young men and women bow auch we 
all appreciate the sacrifice they made for our country. And I can't think 
of any more appropriate way to unite all Americans, regardless of bow they 
felt about the war, than for them to participate in helping to build this 
memorial. 

And that's where you come in. 

Just the knowledge that the people of the nation - liberals and con
servatives, hawks and doves -- wish to honor those who served in Vietnam, 
will help restore the self-esteem of these thousands of returned veterans. 

Similarly, this tribute will bring long overdue honor to the families 
of those who gave their lives in the war. But equally important to all 
Americans, this memorial will be a lasting symbol of our nation's determin
ation to heal the divisions and differences generated by Vietnam, and to 
restore the unity which existed prior to that war. 

IF THIS IDEA TOUCHES YOU, PLEASE READ ON. 

Although this memorial will not bring back the dead, or heal the 
wounded, or erase the scars of war suffered by many thousands, it will 
stand as a perpetual symbol from a proud and grateful nation. That's why 
I am so enthusiastic about it. And about all we've accomplished so far. 

This past ·May, the competition sponsored by The Fund to select a 
design was completed. More than 1,400 entries were received from archi
tects, designers, artists and others from every corner of the country. 
The number of entries was remarkable - and gratifying. It means people 
do care. The winning design was selected by a jury of internationally 
known experts in architecture, sculpture and design, and it is truly 
something to behold! 

Kaya Ying Lin, a 21 year ol_d 1981 gr,.duate of Yale University and 
a native of Ohio, designed a memorial which embodies e 
Veterans rial Fund was t 

nsp1.r ng. 

When completed, Maya's design will incorporate the following features: 

• It will be appropriately identified as the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial and will display the names of the 57,692 American 
servicemen and women who died in Vietnam or are still un
accounted for. 

• It will be fully accessible to the handicapped. 

.,. Tl' 
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• It will be reflective and contemplative, complementing the 
aurroundings and nearby national memorials. 

• The gleaming, highly polished granite facade, in contrast 
with the lush green lawns, will magnificently honor not 
only the veterans but also their fallen comrades. 

In short, the completed memorial will aerve as the ideal remembrance 
of those who served in Vietnam. A remembrance . long overdue and much de
aerved. Without doubt, it will instill pride in all Americans. 

Aside -from the gift of land from the federal government, establish
ment of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial will not receive one penny of 
government assistance or support. 

The funds for the design, construction and inscr_iption of the iaames of 
the dead (and all other aspects of the memorial) must come from the generous 
contributions of grateful Americans like you and me. 

If you agree with me that it's time we did aomething to honor and 
recognize the sacrifices made by our sons and daughters who served in Viet
nam, then here is what I would like you to do ••• 

To turn the winning design into a finished memorial, about $7 million 
is needed. We will only reach our goal when patriotic Americans from all 
walks of life help with their contributions. Your check for $10, $15, $25, 
$50 or any amount you can afford will make the difference. Remember too, 
your contribution is fully tax-deductible. 

And, if America has provided you with the means to be very generous, 
then please won't you send a gift of $100, $500, $1,000 or more. Donors 
of $100 and more will receive a special certificate, suitable for framing. 

For my part, I know of no better way to show Vietnam veterans that a 
grateful nation has not forgotten them than by having every American con
tribute to this memorial. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. And bless you for 
your generosity. 

Sincerely, 

P.S. If you can give $20, it will inscribe the name of one Vietnam war 
serviceman who gave his life in aervice to our country. There are 
57,692 names -- a lot of names - a lot of lives. Won't you please 
help us by sending your tax-deductible gift· of $20, $40 or more 
today? 

--~
11 a... -~••l .. hl. unnn ---~ York State residents may aho obtain a c:opw, 

' -:l.1£. 
;r~i_S.~,,: 



Jan Scruggs, President 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund 
lll0 Verrra,t Avenue, NW 
Suite 308 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Jan: 

24 November 1981 

Having received oo respa1se to ff'!Y several 
cxmnunications with VVMF regarding the inadequacy of the 
proposed design, I must unfortunately [g~Jgn_(rQJTI the 
~at~..Q!l.!!_SPQns~~ing Carmi tteeL effective imnediately, for so 
long as this designci5m.inues to be the plan for the 
Mem:>rial. 'Any representation or cx.mrunication fran the 
Fund, either written or oral, from the date of receipt of 
this letter, that either states or inplies that I support 
the proposed design will be a misrepresentation, and will be 
treated as such by me. 

( J,M. 

I/IA 

Sincerely, 

J;_,s Wetil 

t»u1 Jf/JT .fT'1111 

Cur111u ~,l 

£, TT I.A r o V. V. /.(. f 

ON ll/4'f /11 ) 
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STATE?·::ENT TC THE U.S. FINE ARTS C0t'll-IISSI0N, 
13 0ctober,1981 

!rom Carhart 
7304 Dartford Dr. 
McLean, Va. ··22102 

My name is !rom Carhart. I graduated from West Point in 1966 and 
received a law degre.e from the Univ~rsity of Michigan in 1972. · 
I am employed as a government bureaucrat·, but I appear today as ~ 
a private citizen. In 1968, while serving as an Infantry platoon '~ :. , ... 
leader in Vietnamf I was awarded two Purple Hearts for wounds ■uf- . . - . 

, , 

fered in combat. am proud to have so served my country, and · r 
proud of all who served in Vietnam, especially those who gave their 11veE 

When I .. came to ~ashington in 1-',arch of 1980...1 · I immediately ~oined 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, or VVt•ll'' 1 wanting, as I did, ,; 
to help in the e~tablishment of a Memorial not only to my fallen 
brothers and sisters, but also, more broadly, to the noble sacri
fices of all those who served in a misunderstood war in a strange ;C 

and distant land. Robert E. Lee once said:"To be called to serve 
one's homeland is a high call; to be called to serve one's home
land under arms in time of war is the highest call." ~e intention 
of this Memorial, as I understand it, is to honor all those ■en 
and women who answered the call or this, their homeland, and ser
Yed her under arms in time or war in Vietnam. It is also clear 
that this Memorial will convey to posterity, through symbolic 
imagery some £ense of the meaning or our Vietnam experience. Pre
sident Reagan has called our Vietnam experience a "noble cause", 

.and I believe that perception is shared by virtually all Vietnam 
veterans. When I went to Vietnam, I was a young aan. I 4i4n't 
know much. I believed that we were fighting to protect the free
dom of the South Vietnamese people. I still believe that today. 
I recognize that differences or opinion still exist over that 

·war, and so I applauded the apolitical stance or the VVMF when I 
~oined their ranks. 

One of the immediate problems that the organization faced at that 
time was a lack or funds to finance a first campaign mailing. Wi_th
in a few weeks, I was able to arrange an unsecured loan of 1451000 
to VV?·~ from a local bank. Over the next year and more, I contrib
uted considerable time and effort in areas that ranged from hard 
physical labor to tedious administrative matters. I mention these 
things for no reason other than to show that I have been both act
ive and strongly dedicated to the goals or VVMF. 'dhen the design 
competition opened, I submitted a very amateurish design - the 
first I have ever done, with the first statue I have ever aculpted 
as the centerpiece - out or love for the whole effort, and in order 
to particifate in the fullest way possible. I was not competitive, 
but I didn t expect to be. Indeed, when I went to the display of 

-. · ·tbe thousands of entries ·at And.revs Air Force Base I was very im
pressed by the level of thou~ht and effort that had gone into most 
or the designs that were submitted. But when I saw the winning de
sign I was truly stunned. I felt that design to be ve-ry directl.7 
and intentionally insulting to all those who served in Vietnam. : 
Initially, I thought it -better to keep my opinions to myself, 
realizin~ that any objection I might make could be quickly and 
easily dismissed _as "sour grapes". 3ut since that time, I have re
alized that this is too important an issue to our entire nation 
ror me to be deterred by concern that my motives ■ight be ■iscon
strued. 
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The jury which selected the winning design was composed exclu-
sively or individuals who not only never served in Vietnam, but , 
who also, I understan~, have never rendered any military service 
to America. The jury w·as made up of artists, acul\)tors, and ar- __ ._~.-
chi tech ts, but it did not include any laymen to give the •■an in -'M' 
the street" opinion, which I have learned is the commonly accepted 
safety valve on juries or this sort. I don't know how the ■embers 
or the jury were selected, but I do know that when the Chairman 
or the Board or VVl~F was asked by one of my friends why there were 
no Vietnam veterans on the jury that selected the winning design, 
he answered that no Vietnam veterans were qualified. 

.; . 
,' That's a very astounding thing for any knowledgeable Vietnam vet- • 

eran to say. 

Part or VVI-IF's official statement on the selection of the ~ur,,y reads: 

"The purpose or the Memorial is not to literally 
depict the experience and motivation or Vietnam 
veterans, but to express America's honor and re
cognition of them. We realized that the important 
skill of a juror was not so much having an exper
ience or reeling, but the ability to interpret how 
well a particular design expressed that experience 
or feeling." 

In order to interpret how well a particular design expresses an · 
experience or reeling, an importan~ qualification (when possible) 
would seem to be to have actually bad that - .,_ ·· experience or 
feeling. Many Vietnam veterans are7:iiideniably fine artists,·acul
ptors, and architechts. Why weren't some of them appointed as ~ur
ors, since they clearly had the best qualifications for this com
petition? What went wrong? 

Some five hundred years before the time of Christ, a Chinese phil
osopher named Sun Tzu wrote that fighting was the crudest form of 
warfare. He advised instead that warfare be differently pursued, 
particularly against a stronger enemy. He wrote: 

"Break the -will of the enemy to fight and you 
accomplish the true objective or war. Cover 
with ridicule the enemy's traditions. Exploit 
and aggravate the inherent frictions within 
the enemy country. Agitate the young against 
the old. Prevail , it possible without arm!d •. 
conflict." 

It is self-evident that North Vietnam adopted Sun Tzu'a policies 
in fighting against the United States. The :result was two wholly ~ 
distinct and totally different wars. The first war was a militar., · 
war. It was fought in the rice paddies and the jungles of South 
Vietnam. The adversaries were the Americans and the South Viet
namese on one side, against the Viet Cong and the North Vietnamese 
on the other side. VVY3 has been licensed, by Congress and the 
President, to memorialize this war on the Hall. The names of the I 
~~.000 men and women who died in th41 war will be inscribed on 

- - _ _ _. . _ • .,,_ wsu: • nolitical var. It ,r.~s fought 
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on the colle~e campuses, on television, and in the newspapers 
here in America. The adversaries were the formal American gov-
ernmental structure and the older and more generally conser-
vative citizens on one side, against many of the young, partic-
ularly students, and.writers, artists, newspaper and television 
peoplei and the more generally liberal.citizens on the other 
side. ~ecause or the open nature or our society, the Borth Viet
namese were able to implement the precepts or Sun Tzu in our 
bomeland,through their allies,with impunity. We who wore the 
uniforms often became the enemy to the people on one aide of 
this second political var. When I came home from Vietnam in 
December 1968 7 I was literally spat upon as I walked through 
the Chicago airport in my uniform, by a .1oung girl in a band 
or hippies, this ae six months after the Chicago Democratic 
Convention riots. I didn't like that feeling. That spit vent 
through me like a spear. Welcome home. I hadn't said anything, 
but I was a target, I was the enemy. Naturally, I buried my 
Vietnam experiences for a long time: I didn't want to be apat 
on again. 
That was many years ego, of course, and now, at last, America 
seems ready to honor her Vietnam dead with a Memorial. It's no 
surprise to me that few people want to talk about Vietnam or 
Cambodia anymore. After all, their new communist governments 
have not exactly shown themselves to be the bands or angels 
they had once been portrayed to be. And now both sides of that 
political war here in America ere confused and frustrated and 
embittered. A few lines from Kipling say it all: 

•And the 

And the 

end or the tight is a tombstone white, 
with the name or the late deceased, 
epitaph drear, 'A tool lies here, 
who tried to hustle the East.'" 

That's the reel lesson of Vietnam, of course - not that we 
ahouldn't fight against popular revolutions, nor that we should 
•dopt the tactics or the enemy, nor even that we used the wrong 
weapons for the wrong war - the lesson is, tor all our sophist
icated technoloSY, and.our bottomless treasury and our deeply 
principled commitment to concepts of personal freedom, we, the 
veterans of the military war in Vietn•m and both sides in the 
political war here at home, simply got outhustled by the East. 

I never really felt good about my Vietnam experiences until March 
of 1980, when I joined VVMF, There we were, a group of veterans 
or the military war in Vietnam, who simply wanted to honor our 
dead e~d all those who served on our side. ~e won the overwhelming 
support of Congress and the White House, and the money started •· 
rolling in. Those were good times, and a sense of brotherhood 
quickly sprang up, or rather1 was reawakened after a long slumber. 
I feel those bonds still, and support the goals or V'Vl-!F still, 
even though£ now speak out strongly agaist the design that won 
the competition. I don't blame the individuals at WNF! of course; -
I simply believe they ~ot outhustled. Now, having comm tted them
selves so totall)~,- to the concepts of "professional" judging bt 
the competition by non-Vietnam-veterans it is unlikely that they 
will agree with views that differ from their institutional position. 

, 
, 
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When we Vietnam veterans sought to actually build the Memorial to 
our experience, we needed some irofessional artistic assistance 
in selecting an appropriate design from among those submitted to 
the competition. Unfortunately, VVMF somehow got talked into al~ 
lowing the selection to be made by a jury of professional artists 
with no Vietnam or other military experience. Can there be any 
doubt that the jury chose a design that reflects only their inter- ... _!" 

pretation of the war they saw here at home ? It may be that black -,_:· 
walls in a hole conveying shame and degradation to future generat
ions are an appropriate statement of their perception of the polit
ical war, which is the only one they could possibly know. But that 
is not our military war, and it is our militm war that we here 
seek to memorialize. Are we to honor our deadanaour aacrifices -~ 
to America with a black hole ? ,, 

I don't care about artistic perceptions, I don't care abut the 
rationalizations that abound. One needs no artistic education to 
aee this design for what it is, a black trench that acars the Mall. 
Black walls, the universal color of shame and sorrow and degrada
tion. Bidden in a hole in the ground, with no means of access for 
those Vietnam veterans who are condemned to spend the rest of their 
days in a wheelchair. Perhaps that's an appropriate design for those 
who would spit on us still. But can America truly mean that we should 
feel honored by that black pit.? In a city filled with white monu
ments, this is our reward for faithful service. 

!rbere are presently three monuments that could be called •black" 
in Washington, and they are all on the other side of the river, 
on the edge of Arlington Cemetery. The first is the SeaBee Mem
orial, a statue of a man on top ot a pedestal, cast in black metal 
and looking out over the horizon. The second is the 101st Airborne 
Division ~emorial 1 and it is again a black pedestal some ten feet 
high, atop which is a bronze eagle with wings spred, soaring in 
flight. The third is the ~arine Corps Iwo Jima Memorial - a cluster 
of Marines cast in now-green bronze, atop a black stand ten feet 

- high, raising a staff with the Stars and Stripes on the end. But 
these are all heroic images. And then we have this proposed design 
~or the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, a black gash of shame and sorrow. 

It is important that this matter be very carefully and rationally 
considered, for we are here:·.making history. If a design were chosen 
from among the thousands of entries by a jury or Vietnam veterans 
who were qualified as artists, sculptors, or architechts, I assure 
you that they would choose something white and graceful and above 
ground that would both be unobtrusive and serve to honor those who 
fought 1 and especially those who died, in Vietnam. We Vietnam vet
erans aon't want to divide society, we want to rejoin it, we're 
still waiting to be welcomed home!~ We want peace and acceptance 
and closure. The other option is to allow the design that was 
chosen by the jury of non-Vietnam-veterans to_.be built. If you 
do that 1 ~ou will only add fuel to a fire that we want to put out. 
One hundred years from now, long after we're all · 4ead and gone, 
visitors to the Mall will see only one thing - a black wall in a 
trench with a random scattering of names on it, such that brother, 
rather, friend or loved one could never be found. No flag. No i.ns-

, , 



• 

cription. They will see this as the Memorial established long ago 
by America to those who served in Vietnam, and they can only aee 
that as some ugly, dirty experience of which we were all ashamed. 

Over the past weekend, people in vvr-~ got wind or my intention 
to speak to you today, and I received several phone calls from 
intermediary friends. \·.'hat would it take 1 I was asked to call 7ou .·-•-:: !' 

off ? \l.'bat is i-t that you want that woule1 keep you from attacking ~ "'· 
the design ? You say you want an inscription ? That's okay-, we can 
take care or that. You say that you want a flag? ~e can talk about -~ 
that. But please, don't attack this design. 

~Y answer to them is the statement I _give here today. Cosmetic 
.. changes are not enough. I am tire'd. of the implication that ve 
should be apologetic for our service to America. I am tired of 
being made to feel that all of us who served in Vietnam are losers. 
The only thing we lost over there was the support or our country
men back here. I am proud that I fought tor my country. I am proud 
that I bled for my country. I am prouder still or the men and wo
•en who gave their lives in Vietnam tor America. I do not regret 
liy actions, ~nd I will E.Q!· apologize! -

Are we Vietnam veterans so blind? Are we so dumb? Will we be out-
hustled once again:? i ~ 

I will not stand idly by while the experiences or those who served 
in Vietnam, the living and the dead, are memorialized on some sunk
en black wall or shame. This is the wrong Memorial, chosen by the 
wrong jury, for the wrong reasons, _for the wrong war. 

Please extend to us the grace and the dignity to choose our own 
Memorial that will fairly represent our Vietnam experience to 
posterity. None or us want to be memorialized as a black spot in 
American history. Let our own artists and sculptors and architechts 
aelect the most appropriate design. As a Vietnam veteran who feels 
dishonored by the design that was declared the winner or the VVMF 
competition, I call on the United States Fine Arts Commission to 
reopen the selection process or the design competition, and to re
quire that the winning design be chosen by a jury composed exclu
sively or Vietnam veterans, for only they are truly qualified to 
judge. I hope that you will allow us this chance to recapture our 
rightful position of honor in our nation's history. 

, , 
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tot · us ftu3ht and bled,- I believe the following IIICdificatia,s IIIJSt be · ~-
acxxmplished: . :;;_ 

1. 'fhe American flag 111.lSt be flown in a conspicuous , ,~ 
place. The flag became an unhaw:t syntx,l of the war's USl[q,1larity. 
Many who OftX>Sed the war made a DWJCkery of the flag,J;t by blming it 
publicly, wearing it as an article of clothing, flyfng it upside dcM\, 
or replacing it with a Viet Coog flag cm various mastheads. Many who 
ftu3ht the war will always relate to the flag with a great deal of 
enotion. I think, for instance, of the Marines of J11J cxzpany, who 
erected the American flag at the citadel in the battle for Bue City 
during TET 1968, at great cost. Al th>Qgh this cx:curred before I joined 
the oc:rrpany, it was always a source of pride. 'fhe flag slx>uld be shown 
in a lighted place, preferably at the juncture of the blo walls, to 
symbolize the caning together of all facticns, under the unity of our 
system of laws and values. 

It stx>uld also be mentiooed that the locatioo of 
the flag at this point \lalld serve as a safety factor, since the 
ncnument will oot be visible franCoostitutioo Avenue, and could be the 
cause of m1nerous accidents as people unknowingly walk or push 
wheelchairs over its top and fall into the •cave.• 

2. In the absence of the artifacts of war, the ncnument 
itself must contain a strong inscription denoting the values for which 
our countrymen fought and died. I have been stx,wn the proposed 
inscription by the~, and believe it will oonstitute a fitting 
tribute, to read as follaws: •To l'x>nor and recognize the men and wanen 
of the Armed Forces of the United States who served in the Vietnam war, 
the names inscribed here preserve the mem::>ry of tlx>se who gave their 
lives and those who remain missing. As their names are ordered, in that 
order did the war claim them.• And later, "These mem::>r ial grounds are 
dedicated to the courage, sacrifice and devotion to duty of all who 
served. Built throt.i3h the private donatioos of Americans, Novenber ll, 
1982. • -

3. The merrorial soould either be raised above grourd, 
or the stone should be changed from black to white. It is true that 
other nonlmlents to wartime acts have been made of black granite. 
HCMever, oone of these employ the •cave" technique which, ooot>ined with 
black stone, create the nood of a black hole, the inference being that 
these Americans gave their lives performing acts that m.ist be vi~ 
with s~ame, during a dark period in our history. This •cave• symbology 
is the nost frequent criticism I have heard fran those woo fought'the 
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war. It could be respalded to by either allowl!¥J the names to be carvec:1 
at white granite, or by allowing the memorial to peak, i~ effect turning . 
it upsi~, if for sane reason the black is considered essential to . 
the design. In light of the serious drainage problerrs at the site, 
perhaIS the ~tter reccmnendatiai would be the nest logiqal.. 

4. The chrooological listing of the names of those wh;> 
gave their lives nust be either m:xHfied or abandooed. This is a 
mxh-discussed item at the camdssion itself, and I will oot clutter it 
with redundant argument. 

I trust this informatiai is useful to the Carmissiai. I canrx>t 
overstate its i.nportance to those who served and to our entire 
p:,ster i ty. 

Siooerely, 
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JVlemofii:11 Must Say 
'Thanks·, Well Done' 

FORT KNOX, Ky. - I have followed the 
debate in the pages of Army Times over the 
design of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
with regret and fascination. In my feelings 
of regret I bear echoed the voices of many 
veterans, who have hungered for 
recognition that has long eluded those who 
served in Vietnam. My fascination springs 
from the character of the design - hidden 
from view and constructed of dark granite 
in stark contrast to the purity of the 
brilliant monuments which will stand on 
either flank. These gleaming marble 
monuments are a celebration of man's 
spirit and achievements. They reach to 
heaven like spires to proclaim our national 
pride in never-'to-be-forgotten triumphs. 

The concealed, granite retaining wall to 
be constructed as a monument to our 
veterans who gave their lives in Vietnam, 
seems most inappropriate to those of us 
who served with them in Vietnam . Tom 
Carhart's angry words of protest against 
the design (October 26 issue) appear well 
warranted. Such a monument would be 
appropriate to bear silent witness to a 
crime, whose stain can never be washed 
away. At Dachau, or Treblinka, or Katyn 
such a monument y;ould be a fitting tribute 
to the deeds committed and the p,.urpose · 
served. · -·· · 

To the surviving Vietnam veterans the 
design appears to be a cruel joke; as 
Bernard Holloran labeled it. We cannot 
appreciate the emotions evoked in others, 
. who saw the war through different eyes. 
-However, we would do well to be patient 
and to remember that monuments belong 
to the living. Most Americans contributed 
to the outcome of the Vietnam conflict. 
Each contributor now seeks vindication of 
his or her role to put to rest the violent · 
emotions that were evoked during that 
conflict. 

The veteran seeks recognition of the 
sweat, blood, tears and deat.h that marked 
the long r.oad from the notice to serve his 
country, to the bloody fields upon which he 
served, to the final return to a society that 
never noticed he was gone. Above all else ·· 
the veteran has longed to hear again the · 
compelling logic that gave meaning to the 
loss of those he learned to love. He -
accepted his nation's call in good faith, he 
served under trying conditions, and each 
one sacrificed in countless ways so that a · · 
young nanon migm nave an anemanve to 
communist conquest. Deeply cherished is . 
the belief that the cause was noble. This 
belief justified his sacrifice.and far more 
important it gives meaning to the loss of 
cherished buddies, whose final sacrifice 
can never be accepted until the nation that 
called forth their generous service has 
acknowledged their deeds. 

In the eyes of such 'veterans: a towering 
monument is needed that pronounces once 
'and for all the nobility of their cause. It 
must be a monument cast in brilliant 

1 marble to capture the idealism of the 
young men who answered their nation's 
call. The theme of the monument should be 
heroic to provide recognition of the 
countless heroes never recognized by a 
nation that sent its sons to war and then 
disowned the cause for which th~y 
sacrificed. This one monument must close 

· the many spiritual wounds that continue to 
bleed. It must say, "Welcome home," to 
the many veterans ·who have never been 
welcomed by their countrymen. It must 
say, ''Thank you," to the millions of 
servicemen, who have received no word of . 
thanks for their fidelity and service. It 
must say, "Well done, be thou at peace, to 
our noble dead, who were buried by their 
families in shame and silence amidst the 
acrimony that splintered our society in 

· those troubled years. . , -
Such a monument would bear mute 

testimony to the generosity and service of 
the patriotic sons and daughters of our 
generation. It would carry its message 
across the years for all to see as a tribute to 
the gallant few, who gave their all that the 
march of tyranny might be halted iii 
Southeast Asia. 

Such a monument may be long in coming 
to fruition, for monuments belong to the 
living..,;_ not to the dead. Our war was not 
won by those who fought to halt the . 
communist tide. It was won by the 
communist divisions from the North, as . . 
well as by their sympathizers and · 
spokesmen who campaigned ceaselessly to 
discredit efforts to resist the final conquest 
by communist arms. It was ultimately won 
by the Jane Fondas, the Harrison 
Salisburys, and the defiant youth who 
proclaimed, "Hell no, we won't go!" It was 
won by those who fled to Canada and 
Sweden- men whose actions would have · - . 
been labeled as treason or traitorous in 
earlier years. . -. 

Every American had a stake in the ' ,. · 
Vietnam conflict. For the veteran the issue 
was often simple - because he did his duty 
and answered the 'nations call to serve. 
For others the issues were not simple. For 
these men and women, communist logic 
was more persuasive and self-sacrifice was 
out of the question. For still others, who · 
condoned the abandonment of our 
Vietnamese allies through their silence the 
memory of their inaction can never be ~ • 
source of pride. · 
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For those who rejected the call to serve, 
aYietnam Veterans Memorial has a 
special significance. If it is to bear witness 
to heroic act, it will forever damn those 
who refused to serve. Every time such a 
monument would be observed by the men 
and women of the anti-war movement its . 
heroic message would be a clear reminder 
of their manipulation by communist -
propaganda. Their gullibility helped make 
tt possible for rabid and tyrannical political 

_ power to come from the barrel of a gun. 
For these men and women such a 
monument is an anathema. In their view it 
should never be built; and if it must be 
built, it must be concealed from view. No 
heroic theme to suggest the noble purpose 
of U.S. policy in Vietnam would be 
permissible. . 

Such is the nature of the struggle that 
now surrounds the monument we seek to 
build to honor our comrades slain in 
combatin the ser:vice of our ~ountry. To 
those veterans discouraged by the design -, 
efforts to conceal the monument in a -
subterranean wall of Swedish granite, e 

mu~t remember that regardless of the 
des~gn, the monument will bear mute 
testimony and continue to haunt those ho 

__ even now seek to evade its verdict. A 
s~bterranean !Donument will become a 
sign of the national guilt that must forever 
·surround the loss of 14 million poor peopl 
•~~ndoned to communist slavery. Foreign 
VISltors to our capital will quickly 
recognize it for what it is- a symbol of 
shame - regardless of the bland · 
disclaimers of its creators. 

Let us have faith in ourselves and in 
tomorrow. The Vietnam veterans had the 
courage to d~ th~ir duty. The 50,000 dead, 
who gave their hves to resist the 
com_munist conquest, are beyond dishonor. 
Their. acts are enshrined in our hearts for -
eternity. No monument can either add to or 
detract from the noble purpose for which 
they served. An ignoble tribute can only 
serve to_rebuke those, who sealed the fate 
of our Vietnam conflict be·ar witness to the 
heroism of our fallen comrades. We are 
only now beginning to enter the generation 
of our national leadership. One day our 
ranks shall be filled by statesmen, -
Iawma~ers, and ~xecutives, who will direct 
the business of this nation. The great 
strength of those who have done their duty 
shall one day dwarf the power engendered 
by fear, gullibility, and cowardice. It is we, 
the veterans, who shall eventually 
Interpret the design of any monument _ 
constructed. If the time is not yet ripe to -· 
construct an appropriate monument to 
honor our fallen comrades, Jet us bide our 
time and keep the faith. Time is on our 
side. 

Col. ANDREW P. O'MEARA JR. 
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a.cruti.ny. Chicogo would be divided \nto at least brhtht, classy, ~nd soci.ally conadous declalon 
nve a;-e.a.a for the ,PW'P06e of francli.ise bidding, maxing~ proc-esa Chicago d-et,ervo,..-end should 

and UIO . CCI~ .aeernt ~ ~ve t~aht of e~:11-JJ~~t(,-. T ,I. f 8·1111/E- ·: t/tt I¥~. 
A monumental 1ns~t to ·veterans · 

k · 
· ~ Unwu wotnel.hlng ii done to ,top f~ quickly, thf, amblvalen1..-e about the war It wu no.t their 
mill fn Wuhingt,;.n, ,D.C., will be scam..'<! {ndeU• · ded<ilon to light It. It wu the n.at1Qn'1. It wu not 
bly w'.th I VictNlm V«erttM Memorial that, u . '•their it1ilurea that led to the war's lgnomhuou.e. 
Qefl.lgned, !nwltl thoM it ~hould honor. end. Arnerictm soldiers foughc bravely in Vlet• 

lt la r. rude and ugly thing, two blsck wallB · narn. They died honorably. And to bury them now 
mGetlng ill a wide _V. toe Mmes ol Aroerican de.ad in a bh1ck stone 1M1rcophai1J$. sunk Into a hollow 
in Vliel.nam .cut i.nt.o it. A.a origin.a.Uy pltmned, the In the earth below eye Ievcl, la like spitting on 
m.tmorial would not ,even h.a·vc Included the W1>rd their g.rav(>$. , · 
\lietna.m. Now there ls to be aomo mention of t!le I The Vietnam veterans who object to t.he memo-. 
cause 1n whis:h tht1Se to~lers fell, b'L_Jt only as an rial.do net want to replace u with soma phony,· 1 
lltm.hought. The ~monal was des1~ to aug- ' graodfose !i.tlllue glorifying what they 1urreN!d. ' 
gest the uUe-r tuiillty ol the8e vetec:ar.a deal.ha.. 'They rr.ore th.an anyone know tY.>w empty such 
They an,~ be cut into dmmes,. And to vtteran, • , fmaizes are. But they do want to be treated wit.h 
who a;u~ved. thla would trnbody in atone the ! . wgruty. They d(, want to be able to go to the wroo,ft Uiil_ coon1ry did to the men It called upon ·, • rpemorlttl and tlnt.J tifJme le.gltimacy U>ote for 
'°cit-1w ~ ~t~1:to be a Vletnln'I n,vialoOW.·w . ,. ·. t~lr !~llng!, ll they WttP, it should not btt fo.r 
tlr.d the JlifJrilon&i dutgn dl.1Ul6tf.ful. Ooo ~ not· the II.Ml wrong dono them • . 
mwe to f ~l thRt ti)(! WM WM right Qr good at' Rl!p. Henry Hydo 1.& t,rylng to get f'.nctt.Jah c,f h!a 
noble 1.n oroei to ~gniU1 that the fflffl . and colleaguea signBturea on a letter to ~idem 
women wbo fought thert deM!rve better than a Reagan to get him to urge Interior Sec. J.amil1J 
n"1emori1&1 that. as 'I'be Tribune's arch.tt.ectute • ¥(att -oot to authonu consm.x:tton or thl.a mo~ro-
critic Paul Gaoo wrote rcsemblet'l ''IID eros.ion s1ty. Be had better succeed. We et.ch our ru5;tory 
co~ project."' • . in ou~ monuments. We tell the future much aoout 

Dsfendcrt of tho design llk-e to &ay u re!Ject& the out'$e,ves by our pompous exct'85<!s in &tone. rr we 
ambtguilf of ow- tu1tJonal f.eelings_ about tbe W8f', allow th~ men:torlal to be erected, we will ba. 
that it ta a aUent, eri.m reminc!Cf' of a Ume that acknowlcdgtng to the e.ses that _ln thJa tlme we 
o.f!ers up no im.agea ol. heroi&m. !or~t t_})e Oif!et'fflCe between ind1'rldual duty and 

But for too Jong the veterans or thn.t mlserabll' !U1-t!On1.l1 error, the diCferen~ betwc-en glory ~nd 
cor.flkt have borne the burden of the national honor. Glory belongs lo ca~se.t'. _!iooor tom~. 

• ' : • I . 1 €l>_lfl7"fJt.l4t. p,f:6 E. . 
. Who will · tal{e this missile in? -

The MX mialUe bu become llko a cutolf child . ··own lal'.d-bo.sed mlaaUe f1oot, dP.ploytng il ln 11:ted · 
wanderina from door tc un~-=eJeome door. . rUOfJ OJtly !ncr-e.ased tile fnceoUve lor the Soviets · 

'li>e Wtlal idea behlnd the new ~pon WM that . · :.0 st.rl'ke tlnt ln tirne of crials. · 
it c~ be dieptoyed in auch a way that tbt ~vlet , The only good part o( the plan wu the idea ot 
Unloo would rlOt koow iii procise loc~tlop at any repl.aclng the Tit.ans. But now the Reagan admln--
gMn moment. And. not knowing that, 1t could not istrnUon ' has N,ve.rse<l l~lf again. tt wUl Mt 
twi confident that I nuclear r.trike lO de$troy it deploy the MX in Titan sllos ln Arka.m.ea, Kar.sea 
bt>lon lt wu 1.6\unched wotlld be etfe-ctive. 'The or MiB.oourt lt will put too MX In exlsUr..i allos ln 
C~uter 11dmi.n~tatlon ~l t.hroogh a au~ r at . QM ot ilx. Mitmtl!m.lln m!.6aHe !l~lds . 
1;arebrulne.:f. And expensJw,, optlo-ns Cor d.c;i!oyin~ TM <>W!f conch11,lon you can reacll from ell thi.i 
~be th.Ing. Thl.t moo.t promta1P~ &oomed LO be to put · w'Obblln; 18 tl1J.it the RN1g-.11n administn tlor, value.ti 
it in Ota.ti md Nevada, sr.utLllng it among hw1- th() rrti_;.sLl e, l..r.c i;Mny, dt:1.utly iJling, more than t}:(! 
(fo-at:!~ -I.i i n,.')k s lt1 a_ t;;t·au~lc u 1<~Jl gri1.t11~ .. !ii.it wh.en_ :;tr.a_t,!&:~· _:t fa .Jl!'?P>'.Jfi.f:I'.! t.o adviu,::e , [ntcnt ti:i 
t/10 1-..,~.ag,; n tdmlm .. 1Lr6t10n CJ.lmlj to pv•,1,tr. lt t,1..ywrr .u Dr.o.nd ne· w th,"\'l•~"l), it ,,.,. ·,11 C<J!l(!ri i:,'i! tri k ,:-ik 
;l·p j-,,, ,..,j '. :. !..f,. ,J. ,·,r{rr---; r ,1,.- l,,'.'t.'~1·,.:.,;(: i'. ;, t::J d1 .r ;r: '.'or,. ;i ! :li: rl ' t" f,y 1( r,1; rnl',\f. ~~r .. -. :·.:.~h•~r lhi '.i i· ;;' .. ::11 

·· ·The Mllwaljkte R.®d ran ti, Hiawatha at 
loo ro .p.h. vt'lth steam tn,tlnu , the 

' 1 North We-sf.tm ran Ill 400. In th~ rMfe. u 
did the Borl!Jl~n on tt., 11oe Lo MlnnenpoU... 
f"1,rthet' Wt!IJt, the S.ent.e f'• luld quite Iona 
&trffl:hct or JOO tJl ,p.h. ■peed,. Jl fl coo.Id be 

' done ln LhoN day,, wey ct1n't It bo doM .. 
now? 

On.t' nwon i. th.at t.r-.e~ ire ~ main, 
,. , t■lned u ~u. and with tJ-.e muth heariel' 

tt'f!lght can thty do not st.:ind up u well. 
Also. !Jn't It ma~, that Ubl' r,cw lntcntata 
hiihwll)'S th41t, wet"' built J)f'incif}lllly !or 
truck and b\111 tro!rlc CMI rnn (CYt mUes 
without ba11ing ll road ~au over t~m. but . 
I.he rail.roadJI havo to haw crosslvp ~ery . 
ml.le? · · 
· Aoother thinJ Ulat ft ovl!rloobd t, tNt 
Amtrak came into being pa11ly beca\M of 
Ult Poat OHic~ Dtpartmer.L Tho rnilroam 
were willinl t-o operate passenger trains a It any longer. With 1 
I-Ong u they CllT.ltd maU. Wbea th& Post · deficit, why call't It, 
Office aa.ve lhe mall to the trucking looustry ·1 and at , lower nte t 
and 1lrt~, paU<?n~ traln.t cowdn't make '. . 

' Putting amis -talks ·into lite ope: 
~ • ·!; 

MORTON GROVE-Thr,t th~ Tribt1ne 
ahould condooo H<::n-ey ~ur;ng U..., ricgot111· 
tkma bc!tw«:on tlll! Unit~ Slate, arttJ the 
U.S.B.R. t. dia.lreulni. To ~ your own 
lar~ge, l heHeVlt that pre<.iRJy be<'..auao· 
atrat~glc ,rm, N!ductlon .la an ovorw~I m• 
lnilY ltnpcrtant wbjecl, the black~t must 
not btt accepted. .u nece211ary t.o S1.K:«JJ&, 
Thi., fodder, the lnfo.rmatlcn we 'MOUid gain, 
for open deb.\tf, argumimt 11nd dt.,pUtation, 
ii tuctly wbat uur dcmucracy requlret, 

Jo~!'.1 .. Beck 

111.atud or tht rldkul1 
Uon U~-

~re.:y Ill tn bl.11 
chlldren, lt ,,_lpc I 
erronr ol judijm1U1t, 
Nplion, and even crl 
Pf"'.Aed \I.$, The ama 

· I.he -people are lcept 
can.'10t form ~inti' 

I ' 

BOrn · to ·Criine' 61 
AN! a.ome chlldMln bom with the ,ianf't!e SlJ! lJ!JI . TM twin m 

benL to Nmni'lt crlm117 C'4n crimlnaa -- yu n , 'fhil ' ~ 01,".vJn 
tlting td enlifa •~V-i1cn~l1ur..o lbtit ll'.(!ll('ll ch l:dN!ll i,&p~ t{ 
for behavior whkl'I th<t lc.w hol-~ 11 ~'.r Both H \l bli 4u :,1p!, 

·per~nal reapcJUibiJ!ty:' lJ Hie diKr<.tditecJ, fl l'.HCh ,.;oually 11 :•··· · 

old. ''hl.d ~ " lht.>c,y iOUii lo btt rt.i:ycli.-..J . •:K't!'~,,. , 
.a" alri ! · CrlmrnAJ1ty !n ,1 ~:1 
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68 FAIRMOUNT, ALTON, ILUNOIS 62002 . (678)462-5415 

THE VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL 

Several months ago, I received a letter from Bob Hope asking me to contribute to 

1 build a memorial to pay tribute to all the veterans who served in the Vietnam War. I 

knew it was a fonn letter which went to millions of other people, but I read it because 

it was signed by Bob Hope. 

The letter really tugged at my heart strings. Hope reminded us about the 57,692 

Ame.ricans who died in the Vietnam War, the 300,000 wounded, the 100,000 seriously disabled, 

and the hundreds of thousands who were callously treated after they returned home. 

I sent a contribution to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund because Bob Hope told 

me that the memorial selected to honor the Vietnam veterans would be "impressive and 

inspiring." I responded because he told me that the memorial would be an "appropriate 

way to unite all Americans" and would "instill pride in all Americans." 

I just saw a newspaper picture of the proposed Vietnam Veterans Memorial, and I 

feel it was not accurately described in Bob Hope's letter. The memorial isn't "impressive" 

or "inspiring." It won't "instill pride in all Americans" or "unite all Americans." 

The memorial will reopen old wounds; and I think that the veterans who came back from 

Vietnam have suffered enough without a fresh indignity. 

However, the important thing isn't what I think about it, but rather what Vietnam 

veterans think about it. And many of them feel insulted by it. 

They think it looks like a memorial to the anti-Vietnam agitators rather than to 

the men who served honorably after their country asked them. Thomas Carhart, a 1966 

West Point graduate who was twice decorated for service in the Vietnam War, calls it "a 

black trench of shame and sorrow." He said, "It's a memorial to Jane Fonda, not to 

those of us who served in Vietnam." 

I realize that artistic tastes differ and that Bob Hope didn't select the winning 

design. But even the Washington Post described the memorial as "a black rift in the 

earth" and noted its "subtle symbolism" in representing the "ambiguous Vietnam trauma. 11 

(more) 



2. 

The design calls for two 200-foot-long black granite walls joined together to form 

an open II V." Si nee the ground wi 11 be l eve 1 with the top of the back of the wa 11 , and 

the grass on the front side will be sunken to a depth of ten feet, it looks like a black 

retaining wall holding up a nonlevel piece of earth. 

The names of the 57,692 who died in the Vietnam War will be inscribed on the wall. 

That's all; nothing more. There will be no mention of the Vietnam War, or America, or 

the Flag, or honorable service and sacrifice. This memorial will disfigure the grassy 

Mall in Washington, not honor our veterans. 

The reason the memorial design is so disappointing is that the artists who entered 

the competition were given instructions for a theme very different from the tone of the 

fundraising letter sent out by Bob Hope. The letter sent to the artists said, "The 

memorial will make no political statement regarding the war or its conduct," and then 

followed that disclaimer by intensely political and divisive statements which have the 

rhetoric of anti-Vietnam agitators. 

The brochure sent out to guide the thinking of those who would design the memorial 

talked about "the national tragedy of our involvement in Vietnam," called it "a tragic 

experience," and recalled "the bitter and seemingly unresolvable debate." 

The jury that selected the design was made up entirely of persons who had no ex

perience in Vietnam. No Vietnam veteran was permitted to vote on the design. On the 

other hand, it has been charged that four or perhaps five of the eight members of the 

jury were involved in some kind of protest against the Vietnam War. 

The site chosen for the memorial, the Mall between the Lincoln Memorial and the 

Washington Monument, was the site of the massive anti-Vietnam rallies. Some think that 

the new memorial might become the stage for anti-defense rallies of the future on which 

the Fondas and other actors would use our dead veterans to call forth visions of doom 

and hopelessness. 

The American veterans who served in Vietnam and returned have suffered more than 

our servicemen in any war. If there is one thing we don't need, it's a piece of granite 

to reopen old wounds. If the design of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial invites divisiveness 

instead of healing, it should not be built. 

(end) 
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?V 
yo11 c:111 i111.igi11c l.11:1L, hy Uw Ht!l'o111J q11mll!I' ol' I.Ill! 
next l'Clll ury, the elderly- whose numbers will have 
douhlccl- will be ublc t,o vole thenuielves Htill more 
ge11rrous puhlic benefits tti he finuncecl through the 
effort:; of a dwindling number of workers. Or you 
might. envision a situation in which the working 
populntion rises up again:;t the increnHing claim:,; of 
ihc·ir ddcrn and alirupl ly 1:1111-1 hack t.hcir Ht1pporls. 

PrPs1mwhly something will intervene between 
now mid then li°i forosl,111 so ~hurp n conflict. The 
d11,iC'f'H, hmwvcr, nm limited. Not,hing- can he done . 
about 1 IW !urge h11lAc in the population that will be 
retiring iu the next ('entury. H11t. <Jnc important foc
i 01· could be revcrncd-ihe trend townr<l ever-earlier 
retirc:me11t. M,.iny l'<idms - ng,! diHcriminntion; pen-
1-don policies and hi~h u11employn10nti-lwve 
promoted early rnCirenwnt. 1,'enmnal preference, 
however, h,1H played a lnrgc pnrt. While the eldedy 
support ch:111gm, that, would nllow older workcn, to 
keep their jobs if they wnnt, to, the idea or postpon-
ing 1wm,io11 benefits ha8 been HLrnngly resisted. : 

When you're t.:1lki11g nhout Hotnel.hing as important 
ns plw1ni11g liir old c1ge, it is 'i111 portrn1t t.hat. any 
change Ii<' i11l.roduced gradunlly. For t.hat, rcrnmn, it's 
not. Loo t>ady t.o stnrt considering whct,her l'uture gcn
onil ions of people in their (iOH- wiU1 their cxpcclaiio11 
of long<:r, healthier liv<'s - might 1101, find it quile nc
rcplablo l<~ work a few years longer lo ensure Lhem-
selvcs or a tinancially !:lccul'e retirement. · 

' 
ania ., 

I "S 

I 

town for ifs ''utlLure," a11<l, if HO, how do you def'inu 
I hnL'? Is it Lhe Hound of iviozart in a con·ccrt hull 
(N('w York wirn, l'or symphony-lovors) or t.he sou1\d 
of a howling- ball n1llin:; down nn alley (;£0 tn Bill- ' 
int.;!-. ;\lont.. wlwrn there is a building full of lanes 
fur t\'(;r; i.17~ 1><.11pl!!J'! . 

Should d1mafo in('llldl' hot air and, if i-11 1 \\'h,V 
dtwsn't, I lw 11linan,1c incl11dli Congress? Is one pC"r
son 'H cli11dwr t.110 1111mlwr of' dog t.rnd<H in :in nrcn, 
11Pi1~h h01'hood lims (WnHhi11gtD11 iH N,). 7 i11 t.hu ll) 

, wol'Ht. mctrn"'mcaH l'or H<.:C('~H to neighliorhn1id hnrH,: 
whatever that nwnns) or I.Im dist.incc in kilohertz 

sic radio Ht a Lions? 

\Vt.'HjHHI ti "' h•lth •• \ .. ,, ... 'W' .. •, ·• •1 "I• 

look, ,Jn11. :q i11l(•111it•d l11 d1•11w:111 IH'11· 

'plP who 1'11'\V ilw i:uhra 111111HhipH in 
crnnl111f. or l11 ohM<'111·1: till' r,,,d 1i1~1 1l'K 111' 
11ur p11l111'11I rcndjuHt1111·11I. l11, 11or11llll 
li fo, hut he h,1s: . 

Thu n~~l'l'tion lhaL "dolaVl'd st l'l'HH 
i;yrnlromc" c11u he 11scd ns a ·dcfcns,c Io 
vii ialc liabilily li1r cl'i111i11,d rn11d11d. i1-1 
liihm, u11d H(' l'V(•H lo di~·<T<•clil I hoHt' who 
Hmvivfl(! I.he 1111iq1ll'ly 1,•1Tilll1! d11l.y I.hat 
fr.II llJIOll 11,,liciipl('J' gu11Hhip ITl'\VH. 

'l 'lw 11HIUI'(! ·or !hat. r! 1ily !ht; wh11h•
~:1!c 'd<•11t ructi1111 111' h11111:111 lilt· -r.iisr1> 
the real isHliC of re.idjusl mcnl, which is a 
mornl lllll'. Pli•nse clon't, Irv lo red11<·t• 
I hia 'qllc11flr111 lo u11d,fi·11la11~lalilc IPrrrn; 
hy \L~it1;{ glib cxpi;diP11cy. Vil't 11;1111 w;1s 

, 110 i\tmi game. nnd the 1·0111poin1d who.~n 
lwat or decay trouhlt•H IIH Sil d,•,!plv is 11111, 
mlrcn11 lin , IH1 t n 111orn PiuHivc ,111d lr.Lll;II 

' Hllhslnncc 'ca lled l'l'nliz,11,iun. 
Yin, ~co, Wt' all h:ivn ·1111r 11i1-;hl.1)1:1n•s; 

1 , \VO ·111;0 all c11slodin11s of a lwrro1· we 
ncv'cr 'hargni1wd f'nr. We :m' 1101. t•x1•111 -
plant Nm nrP w1' niminnlH -111HI 
there's lhc :c;li,·l1i11g point -for i11 om 
lllt!llloric1> UH•I'(! is and will always Ill' 
an olrment of c11lpahilily, 

Solf-Hcrvi111! d/!clar;1li1111s 111' llw !-!orl. 
arlv111H·<'d hy 111:lnr l\1"11lsl'lll'wsl1i· in dr
fensc of his.cr inws do liUI<' lo d, :;il wilh 
th<i issuc::i or liability l'or acls t.haf. 
yielded victi111s .rpli•nl _v. • 

· wc11A1m s. S'l'i\llNl•:s ' 
Mrl ,Cllll 

'/'he writi·r fl,·w ( '11hrn ~un,/11p,.,_ in 
Vidrwm f/'()111 /,')(jH /11 /!l(i.'1. I/is 
wuards and <ie,·r11·1tli1111s • i11,·llld<1 l/11' 
Silu, 1r Star, ,{ / . (tlll<1rr/s 11( llw. 1\ir 

.lvfodul and //w (:mss of ( ,'allrwtry. 
• 

I, loo, wns I\ g1111sliip pil11! i11 Vil'!.- • 
11am. I ~p<•11t l.wo to11rs I lwrn :11id li<'-,,1 . 

/Jrea<'hing 
'/Yw ~Vall (~/ Sil<'llC<' 

Sovil't art ivish :111d dissid<•11ls, 
"011 whosr. lwh1ill' t lwn• is, ronstn11t 
pn•ssun• i'ro111 1 lw W1•sl, Ill.IV ht• 

1 lwlptid," stal,•s 'l'lw l'o~t.'s cditm1al 
"M1•:111while, !lark in Llw l J,S.S. I t " 
1' ,,.,, ~·!l ()1 ''""Wi.'-." I hf' ('(li[ori;d 

lllllHI,, \11<1• \ 'IHI M1 I ·,11111\1,; , \'1111\hl •'I"'' 
palhiz,, wilh Mr: J,rnl1-1clwwHki's Vicl -
11:1111 PX(H•ri!'1\1'1' 11111. 1101, with I.he sad 
l11!t• 1.11111. followtid, 

l)oes The I 1rn1t have any idea how 
many Limes !hat Hl11ry's hcl'n fold? The 
:mhjcct iR alwn,vs nn innocent. "clcan-,·111. 
kid" heforn goin;~ lo cnmliaL II' Mr. 
l(ruli-!chcwHl< i t.hi11ks ht_) was ~pccinl · lie
cu11~n he wm; srarnd whr11 he arriwd i11 
Vil'l.11n111 1 lw rn11s1, hnw lll'cn one lo1H•· 
s1,111<• tl'IKl/Wr. Oh, yt:,, /w w:1,; llw solid 

· 1111c wh,1 w,,nt li_v 1,hc bo,ik while t::1·t::ry-
1111c cbc wm; doing :di thusc evil things, 
Comn 1111! 

The t\111<'fim11 fH!llple HCmt us L<; that 
damned Well'. Most of WJ who went arc 

\\v ,, \\ ti :1 • , , ... , •.• , • • , 

I urned. ' \.'\ll'n•\, a \JL\Tsi,-.\\•nl \-y 111,w,·11 , 
, rnlc picture hei11 [.( pai11tt•rl 111' illl' Vici ., , 

11nm vetornn, and i:a~t:s like :\Ir. !,rut ~ 
:-;ch(•wsl<i's don't ho!p the vt•I~ 0110 hit.' ' 
A vaht ma}nrity :U'l' solid i:ilii1ms. And. 
thlly arc no longer "kid!i." ,. . 

'!'he isH11c here is I.he f:id I hut i\ Ir.' 
1 

l(rut8rhcwski iK :1 t·onf'1•ss<'d dr11g .· 
Hmugglel' who iH u~ing hi;i \'i (•I 11:1111 ~1'1'•, , 

vie<! ;1s ,111 alibi. Hr didn't gel his ~1 :,rt , · 
i11 Vil'l11:1111. Don't rnnfu~,. him with,,' 
t.hc mu11 and wonwn who :1n• ri •: dly 

1 
hurt.i11g frllnl Vici n,1111 \i effcd:-. l.i~ll'll '. 

• t.o them. 1 lclp them. , 
,/Aivll•:s D. CAN Fl El ,I) : 

.. ~ J, 

Carli1<lc, Pa. . //Cf/%'?- :.: 

And lhe 1Jie11wrial . p~ 
..,.--4 I 

' 
It':-; Hlllt of lypicnl: a very cont1·ovtm;i11l 

. war in Vicl.11n111 lakes place; 11 wry co;1. 
l11 >wrsial t•nd 11t' Llw W/11' in Vicl11:1111 
t.ik1•s pl111:n; n \'t•l'V c1111lrovcrsi,il rel11l'll 
or Yicl11;1111 VOlel'/IIIS lakl'!'I place; a l'.011· 
I l'OV<Jrsi:d i11vcstig:1l.inn ol' the c1T1•c\s 111' 
1\l!Pllt Oranf(c t;1krs pl:>tc; now, ri cont r11-

' V(%ial lllo11umt•11!. lo Vicl11am vcturn11s, 
d1'Hig1wd hy t.lw "resticH-~•· archit.cd 
Maya I ,i11, is 111 ho built. 

This 1·01111!.ry ha~ 1111J g11Llu11 over ils 
di:1-;(•11sion 11l111ut the Vi1•l11a111 W;1r, This 
i,., qui le evident. sill('\! ivla,va f ,i11\; (\\'h1wc , 
11n1,1e 11w:111s "llh1sin11 l•\,rc1-1l0') i11V<'rtPd
V desi!.(11 w:is piclml to ho pl,1<wl 1111 tlw 
m:tll. '/'he l'ost, (Style, ,J:111, :n 1':ll'l'i1•d :l 

long arl.irlc 011 lhc eni;{malic :ird1ilPrl. 
1l11t, wo11ld11't. it hnve h1•e11'1)(-t.tN ii' The 
I 'osl. had given more spare 1,o velcrnns' 

! Jere's a 111tm1oriul t/1:11 1/wy 1'011;.d1t •t 
hnrd lo gel, and it's desi1-;11ed hy s11111e• 

ollt> who "dorum't n,ncl lhe pnp1•rs." "i~: ' 
• no res the \vorld," "is n1orl1id, '' "do1•~11 'l ' 

know 11111l:h abou\. Ch\na'' ,mt\ "h ,:,.· '. 
nboul. Vict1w111." · . 

ll doesn't tnl<c rn11ch lo lt11d,•rsla111I, 
whv Vict1111m Vt!lera11s are c;illi11g I hL· 
m(;llH'lllo a "nihilii,tic stnlu111e11t .. " ;i • 

"blni:k ditch.'' an "11111 rage.'' lJ11(;1ir i:-,' 
what. it. is- 1.o ~nlisly tlw fine lll'ls com -" 
111isHit1n1•rs1 not t.ho vclcrn11s. , , 

)11 this cily or elalllll'ill<• n11111111111·11l,:, , 
ii soe111s odd that \V( ! wo11ld 1,uild a, · 

•gloriricd lomh~to1)c 011 I.he i\lall. If it\ . 
a gravestone tho ,con1111i~sio11er~ 11·:1111,, 
il't. them move it to J\rli11glo11 Ce1,w-.• 
l<H'Y, . 

:• ·1rnNM('(illl·:1,; 
opinionl\ 011 tho whole 11lfair? Silver Sprinl,( 

I 

t.i111e dist.i11guiHhcd fl'lio\\'ship, ils 
hi1:h_c•){f. ho11111·. 

t I 
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Patrick Buchanan 

An insulting memorial 
WASHINGTON-On tbe Ont or March, Just two mentioned; the walls would be black granite, not 

months away, ground will be broken on the white marble, and upon them would be imcribed 
Washsington Mall to construct-purportedly to the names or the 57,000 who died-in the c:bronolo
honor the veterans or Viet Nam-. memorial that gical order or their deaths. 
will be a mockery of the sacrifices of those who The .. purpose" .or this memorial, wrote tbe New 
~rved, "a wailing wall for future antidraft ~nd Republic, is "to impress upon the visitor the amer 
antinuclear demonstrations." · human waste, the utter meaningless~ or it all 

That ls the hard view of former Marine platoon •.. To treat the Viet Nam dead like some mon
leader James Webb Jr., author of "Fields of strous traffic accident is more than a disservice to 

,_Fire," who resign~ fro_m the __ Natie>!)al ~po115.e>ring . _history;,tt. ~--~-'~~~--~ -~ .J.M~~ey 9/..~. 
Committee of the Viet Nam Veterans Memorial 57,000." · . • 
Fund, to protest the memorial design. It ls appar- Ross Perot took one look at the winnlJ1I design 

i ently the view as well of Adm. James Stockdale, and washed his hands of it. 
one -of the three American prisoners of war How did it happen that the VVMF could aettJe 
awarded the Congressional Medal of-Honor, who upon a ditch on the Mall and a black Wall of 
likewise resigned. It is the view of the Marine Shame u fitting memorial to those who lel'Ved? 
Corps League, which has withdrawn its support 
for the memorial as insulting and denigrating RELATIVELY &IMP~. !i°' a lbagle ~ Nam 
those who came home from Viet Nam and those veteran served on the judging panel that leleclted 
who did not. Miss Lin's design. No Viet Nam veteran was 

Yet, as this is written, funds continue to trickle allowed to serve on a panel which eaatalned 
in to the VVMF. Unless there ls 10me form of ~veral members outspoke~y ~e to the na
national protest, this final national outrage will be t1onal effort to stop North Viet Nam s conquest of 
perpetrated against the memory of the Viet Nam the South; one member allegedly bad a loae 
veteran association with the American Communist Party • 
. Here is ho\\' it came about. . If this trench is dug, and those black granite 

walls are aunk into the earth of the Mall, thole 
57,000 war dead, whose names will be IDlcribed In 
perpetuity, will be conscripted again and apln at 
rallies on behalf of causes of the selfsame people 
who mocked their sacrifices while they lived and 
helped to cancel their achievements after they 
died. 

IN 1980, CONGRESS eommi11loned a Viet Nam 
· Veterans Memorial Fund to design and build, with 
private capital, a suitable .memorial on the Mall to 
••honor and recognize the men and women.;. who 
aerved in the Viet Nam War." · 

Ross Perot, the Texas businessman who has 
contnouted much to the veterans' cause, came 
forward with most of the funding, Including the 
funds necessary to conduct a national competition . 
on the memorial design. He was promised that the 
result, while not glorifying war, would do honor to 
those who went. . . 

When the competition was q,mpleted, many 
Yferans were stunned at the outcome. The winner 
was Maya Ying Lin, a Yale architectural student, 
who had designed a memorial not to the veterans, 
but only to the dead. 
. Her winning design consists oC two walls of over 
'JOO feet each, starting at ground level, and conver
sfn& at an angle of 135 'degrees-to feet below the 
cround. 

Tbe American flag under which the veterans 
fought "'as not to Oy over the memorial in the 

That trench would be a permanent political 
statement endorsing the view of the American 
Left: that the Viet Nam veterans fou,ht and died 
in a worthless cause. 

Already, •~rding to Tom Carhart, hrice-woan
ded platoon leader with the 101st Airborne wbo la 
mobilizing opposition to this "black psh of aorrow 
and shame," relatives or the war dead are cozninl 
forward to keep the names of their fathers, 
brothers, husbands and sons off the 1Tanite slabs. 

The hour is late . but not too late for urgent 
appeals to Congress and, especially, the Presi
dent, whose secmary of the Interior must ap
prove the digging. The most persuasive voices 
that could be raised would surely be thole ol the 
veterans themselves, rising in an,ry protest 
against this last, final exploitation of their fallen· 

I 
'l 
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Now National attention 
is in the national interest. 

It's true. National Car Rental's 
military discount program helps 
you cut federal spending - while 
increasing your personal benefits 
at the same time. 

Good for the country. 
If you're a member of the 
Department of Defense (active, 
retired or reserve), you can rent 
for as little as $22 per day with 
unlimited free mileage. Whether 
it's official business or a pleasure 
trip. Just show us your I.D. and a 
valid driver's license and meet 
certain credit requirements. You 
can even charge it on your 
MasterCard Tl'.: 

We have similar low rates on 
our compact, intermediate, and 
full-size cars. Of course, you'll 
have to pay for whatever gas you 
use and return the car to the 
renting location. These rates are 

We feature GM cars like this Chevy Chevette. 

$22 perday 
Unlimited free 
mileage 

· Chevy Chevette 
orslmllar-
slzecar 

,----------------------------------~ 
For more information about National 
Car Rental's military discount pro
gram, mail this coupon to: Govern
ment Sales Manager, National Car 
Rental , 5205 Leesburg Pike, Suite 
211, Dept. 0 , Falls Church, VA 22041. 

Name __________ _ 

Address 

I City ____ state __ ZIP _ _ _ 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

~----------------------------------J 

non-discountable, subject to 
change without notice and are 
available at participating loca
tions. Specific cars are subject 
to availability. 

Good for you, too. 
Because it's our belief that when 
you travel, there are certain 
things you deserve. Like service 
that's not only fast, but friendly. 
And a level of attention that'll 
make renting a car one of the 
nicer experiences of your trip. 
That's "National attention.SM" 

For reservations, just call 800-
328-4567. In Minnesota, call 
800-862-6064. In Alaska and 
Hawaii, call 800-328-6321. In 
Canada, call 800-830-2345. 

83 Charge your National 
Car Rental on your 
MasterCard TM_ 

You deserve National allention. 

[!Ji] ~ 
@ 1981. Nati.anal Car Rental System. Inc. In Canada. it's Tilden. In Europe. Africa and the Middle East. it's Europcar. 



EDITORIALS 

Vietnam Memorial 
A controversy is developing over the design and designer 

of the Vietnam Memorial that is to be built in Washington, 
D.C. 

The design, the work of an undergraduate architectural 
student at Yale-Maya Ying Lin-does not employ conven
tional symbols associated with traditional memorials. No 
cannons render a silent volley. No flaming sword emblazons 
the roster the fallen. No spirited Gls raise the flag to lofty 
heights. 

Therein lies its uniqueness. 
As conceived, the memorial (see picture) features two 

slender triangular walls of black granite joined at their bases 
to form an obtuse angle. The walls will bear the names of the 
57,692 Americans killed in Vietnam. 

Let's look at some of the criticism: 
• Some complain that the walls will form a "V" not unlike 

the hippie symbol of the '60s. The walls form an angle of 135 
degrees-not a V th is manageable with two fingers. 

Conversely, others see the shape as a PFC chevron, a pair 
of outstretched arms, or a pair of hands joined in unifying the 
nation once divided over the war. One leg of the memorial will 
point directly to the Washington Monument and the other to 
the Lincoln. In that way the service and sacrifice of Vietnam 
veterans will be t ied into the history of our nation. 

• Some complain about the use of black, instead of using 
the white of many Washington monuments. Designers of the 
Marines' lwo Jima Memorial and the Seabees Memorial in 
Wash ington and the new Vietnam War Memorial in Boston 
had no problem with it. Those memorials are of the same 
highly polished black granite that will be used in Washington. 
The facade will reflect the images of the Washington Monu
ment, the Lincoln Memorial, and the stately trees nearby as it 
gleams in cont rast to the surrounding green lawns. 

• Some complain that the memorial will be something 
someone finds by "stumbl ing over it," denigrating its height 
and its below ground level location. While the memorial is ten 
feet high at the center, it is one third longer than a football 
field. The site allows viewers a qu ietude for solemn con
templation. It will be visible from the Washington Monument 
almost a mile away, and the Lincoln Memorial some 600 feet 
away. it is located in the Constitution Gardens section of the 
mall which attracts millions of visitors each year. 

• Some complain because the memorial was designed by 
a person of oriental origin. That's bigotry. 

• Some complain that the designer opposes ou r involve
ment in that war. In retrospect, it can be said that many who 
were there now oppose ou r involvement in that war. Miss Lin, 
21 when she won the competi t ion, would have been one year 
old when we suffered our fi rst casualty in Vietnam and 15 at 
its conclusion-hardly ages of protest. She's against war
aren't we all! 

• Some complain that the names will be listed by date of 
death instead of alphabetically. As the clusters of names 
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increase as our involvement increased over the years, the 
magnitude of their service and sacrifice will become more 
readily apparent. 

Controversy is not new to memorial design. . 
The Washington Monument-probably the most viewed 

and recognized symbol in the nation 's capitol-had its share 
of detractors. The Lincoln Memorial site was criticized be
cause it was originally a swamp. The lwo Jima Memorial 
looked too much like a photograph to some. And there's the 
FDR Memorial that hasn't gotten off the ground yet. 

The design of the Vietnam Memorial is not without its 
advocates. Wolf Von Echardt, architectural critic for The 
Washington Post who is not known for reticence in cutting 
architects down to size, compared the uniqueness of the 
memorial to that of the Eiffel Tower. Paul Goldberger of The 
New York Times noted that "its extreme dignity and restra int 
honors these veterans with more poignancy, surely, than 
most more conventional monuments." And nationally syn
dicated columnist James J. Kilpatrick stated that the "design 
approaches a level of architectural genius. It promises to_be 
the most moving war memorial ever constructed. the design 
is simple, stark, somber. it speaks of what war is all about." 

The memorial is the outgrowth of an idea of Jan Scruggs, 
combat veteran of Vietnam, who felt something should be 
done to honor the veterans. Single-handedly at first, he 
importuned people for support. The nonprofit Vietnam Vet~rans 
Memorial Fund was formed. Congress approved the site of 
the mall. From some 14,000 entries in a national design 
contest, Miss Lin's design was chosen by a jury of two 
architects two landscape architects, three sculptors, and 
one desig~ critic. Some $2 million toward a goal of $7 mill ion 
have been raised through voluntary contributions-the only 
way the memorial is being paid for. Construction is expected 
to begin early next year, with completion targeted for Novem
ber 1982. 

We expect critism to continue and as appropriate we will 
publish comments on it. . . . 

But as one former Green Beret who served in Vietnam said: 
"Everybody sees in Vietnam what they want to see, and 

there isn't going to be any one design that al l Vietnam 
veterans will agree upon, sums up the feeling and honors 
those who served and those who died." 

C HIEF OF NAVA L O PERATIONS 

1 October 1981 

Dear General Rober ts , 

Your considerat ion in pr oviding copies of the 
recent reso lutions of the Reserve Office rs Associa
tion is most apprec i ated. I was p a r t icul arly 
pleased to note the organization' s s uppo rt o f t~e 
need to s i gnificantl y increase the number of ships 
in the Navy . 

As y ou may a lready be a war e, the Pr e s i dent 
has decided t o make t he Cl am Lake , Wisconsin , ELF 
communications faci l i t y oper ational . The i nitial 
ope rati onal status of ELF is expect ed to be attained 
i n the fall of t his year. In addition, the Secretary 
of Defense initiate d a review of the De fense Depart
ment 's overall strategic communications linkage s and 
has submitted his f i nal recommendations to the 
Pr esident . The Pr esident is expect ed to make h i s 
recommendation to the Congr ess this month. 

I woul d l ike to express again my apprec i ation f o r 
t he distinction of being inve s ted into the Minute Man 
Hall of Fame , and once more c onvey my reg rets over 
being unable to accep t t h i s honor i n person. 

~ ~n e e r e l y 

# . ARD 
Admira u . S . Navy 



DIRECTORS 
John P. Wheeler 111 , Esq .• 
Chairman 
Robert H. Frank, CPA 
Treasurer 
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NATIONAL SPONSORING 
COMMITTEE 

Morton Blackwell 
The White House 

September 23, 1983 

Old Executive Office Building, Room 191 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Morton: 

It was a pleasure meeting with you the other day. 
concern for the Vietnam veteran was apparent, I think, 
all who attended. 

Attached here is an update on the Vietnam Veterans 

Your 
to 

Arnold " Red " Auerbach 
Pearl Baily Memorial that I hope you enjoy. ,,,...-----~ 
Marion S. Barry, Jr . 
Mayor 
District of Columbia 
Rocky Bleier• 
Ruben Bonilla 
league of United Latin 
American Citizens (LULAC) 
The Hon . Ellsworth Bunker 
C.arol Bu:nett 
Jose Cano 
American G.I . Forum of the U.S. 
Rosalynn Carter 
The Hon . Max Cleland' 
The Hon. Baltasar Corrada 
Howard Cosell 
(jen _ Michael S. Davison, USA, Ret. • 
Former Commander-in-Chief, 
U.S. Army, Europe 
The Hon. Gerald R. Ford 
and Mrs. Ford 
Philip Geyelin 
Barry Goldwater 

My highest regard. 

United States Senator 
from Arizona 
Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh , C.S.C. JCS/ ca j 
University of Notre Dame 

Bob Hope 
Gen . David C. Jones, USAF (Ret.)' 
Vernon E. Jordan , Jr . 
National Urban l eague 
Michael J. Kogutek 
American Legion 
The Hon. George McGovern 
The Hon . Robert P. Nimmo 
Nancy Reagan 
Carl T. Rowan 
Willie Stargell 
Roger Staubach• 

Jimmy Stewart 
The Hon . Paul Thayer 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
The Hon . Cyrus R. Vance 

Gen. John W . Vessey, Jr.• 
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Sta ll 
The Hon. Harry N. Walters 
Administrator of Veteran Affa irs 
Veterans Administration 
John W. Warner 
United States Senator 
from Virginia 
Gen . William C. Westmoreland, Ret . • 
Former Ch ief of Stall, U.S. Army 
The Hon . Joseph C. Zengerle' 

•served in Vietnam 

Affiliations noted for 
purposes of identification only. 
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August A. Busch , Ill 
Chairman and President 
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Wayne M. Hoffman 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
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John G . McElwee 
President 
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President 
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Chairman of the Board 
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YMIIJNGTON. Aaa. · 21 ·- Ewa 
DOW':· nine months after It opened. 
amid c:ontroveny Oftl' itl dellp, tba 
Vietnam Memorial ta IUD tbe mC11t 
eaw1ooa1· apot of ground ID W~ · 
1m. ' . 

Each day more tun 10.• people. comma at an bDun al c1a1 am1 Dliht 
walk put tbe glmay bid marble 
wall on wbich are c:arvecl tbe namea 
of 57 $41 Americana who died in Viet-

. nam. In the number of vtaltora it at
tracts, accordinl to the National 
Part Service. tbe war monument la 
NCODd only to tbe IJncoin Memorial. 
a nearby symbol of ..... war tbat 

. divided the country. 

But ID one 9e08e, tbe Vietnam Me
morial, a ~Dire sJub in tbe 
eartb. 11 ute no oda' ID tbe natianrs 
c:apttal. Ewa tbe cbl1drea, who can 
be IND rompiq around otlMr' W~ 
tngtan Jandrnarb. fall quiet u they 
approach the V-sbaped wall tbat. 
bean the grief of motben. fatben. 
wtdaws, c:blldren, c:omradel and 
frteadl. 

OD Sunday, a World War II veteran 
came to attaicln and Nluted; a 

farmerpamed ID front of aJIUMt, re,: 
moved bis Jolm Deere cap and l100d 
there fl&btlnl back back teal"I; • 
mother placed a Polaroid~of ~ · 
two IID8ll c:blldrm mar name cit 
... bulbUld and,. dra ' t:ldl-
.. umnd .... , W'llpt. 
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111bt and ID tbe f11drer1na p,w of. 
matdN'.911tl'UCltlJ! the dark: ' 
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w1eoc:bllll far the Park ~ 
vol....,. wbo ar.- ltatlOaed at the 
memorial to uallt Yi8lton ID ftndma --... .. --~ 

oae of u.m. Elaine Shriber. on the 
Job only a few weea. said nery day 
'WU like the first. "Some don't want 

help ID ftnding the names,•• she 
. ~ "IO I always step back and Jet 
tmm be. 'Ibey want to be alone . ., 
R~Vietnam veterans who 
come . for ti., nam~ of ~ 
ndea, Mrs. her ,said: 'The ~ 
dlee are the ones that stand out. The, 
ltare at the name1 the Jonplt. ~ 
bma tbe lettera with their ftngen and. 
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~down.•f 
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Sunday, u a and fatber led 

their two amall SODI put the wall, qoe 
of the boys WU overt.ard uklnl bis 
mother. ''Why are an ti.. name■ on 
tbe wall?" . . 

" 'Ibale are tbe namea of AJDerl.. 
CUI wbo died in Vletna.m,,; ... told 
111m. stooping to~ ear~~.!-' 
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·The Wallcarries; 
am~eforall 
who care to visit 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER U, 1983 • 

By Bill Outtaw 
~TON TIMES SfNII' 

It's been called everything from 
an open grave to · a healing stone, 
from a black slab to a tombstone -
but Vietnam veterans just call it 
The Wall. . 

Few of the more than 2.S million 
people who have visited the Viet
nam Veterans Memorial since it 
first opened amid much contro
versy last November have left with
out experiencing some emotional 
reaction, observers say. Some stand 
only inches from one of the S7,939 
names on it and just stare; some 
touch the names on the panels with 
their fingers or hands; some 
scream at it; some pace back and 
forth in front of it. 

Some look at a name up close and 
then sit in the grass off in the dis
tance for long periods of time, look
ing at The Wall with blank 
expressions on their faces. 

"The Wall cries," said one Viet
nam veteran describing the effect 
of water running down the panels 
of the wall. 

One man, presumably a Vietnam 
veteran, was seen lighting five or 
six candles - one at a time - in 
front of one of the panels on the 
wall. Then he stepped back and 
saluted. The man then ceremo
niously drank one beer for each 
candle he had lighted as if he were 
toasting each man with whom he 
had served. 

Many leave personal remem• 
1 brances, which are collected each 

day by the National Park Service. 
One visitor left a pair of cowboy 

boots. One mother regularly leaves 
letters to her son. Others have left 
silver stars and other medals. 
Many leave flowers, pictures, news• . 
paper clippings, flags and other 
personal memorabilia. 

One gigantic 21-by-30-incb 
framed color picture depicts a vet• 
eran dressed in camouflage 

1 
fatigues with a German shepherd 

· at bis side. Another or the many 
pictures collected by the National 
Park Service is a wallet-sized color 
photo of three girls, presumably 
the veteran's children. · 

One visitor left a C-ration can -
containin1 a cinnamon nut roll -
from which veterans used to eat 

whue on duty in Vietnam. Another 
left a small bronze unicorn, 
another a worn jungle hat. 

One item collected was a group 
photo of Delta Company, addressed 
to Lt. John Conner. Another was a 
poem entitled "Glory." Another was 
a group photo of the "Dead Angel 
Boys.'' 

John Bender, a volunteer tour 
guide who has worked at the Viet
nam Veterans Memorial several 
days a week since it opened, has 
seen and talked with thousands of 
people who have come to pay their 
respects. Bender said the reaction 
to the memorial has been over
whelmingly positive. 

While much controversy sur
rounded the simple nature of the 
memorial, volunteer tour guides 
and others who regularly observe 
the visitors at the memorial agree 
with Bender that the reaction to it 
has been positive. 

The most frequent response is 
that visitors simply stare at the 
name they have come to see. Some 
pin medals or pictures by the name 
or leave them at the base of the 
panel. 

Bender said he has noticed that 

"This is the price we paid. It doesn't say it 
was worth it. It doesn't say it wasn't. It just 
says, 'This is the price we paid.' " · 
parents and spouses of the veterans 
whose names they came to see 
often touch the names with the tips 
of their fingers. Curiously, he said, 
others, veterans themselves, also 
want to touch the names - but they 
do so by placing the palms of their 
hands over the names as if blocking 
them out. 

Many who visit become emo
tional. Bender said a day rarely 
passes without his seeing someone 
crying. 1\vo groups of veterans, 
usually dressed in camouflage 
fatigues, are posted on each side of 
the memorial, keeping vigil as a 
reminder of the Vietnam veterans · 
still listed as missing in action. 

Those veterans often greet other 
veterans visiting the memorial for 
the first time with a hug and a 
greeting of, "Welcome home, 
brother." 



While many Vietnam veterans 
originally were skeptical about the 
design of the monument, most of 
those keeping vigil say the memo
rial overwhelms them. 

"I honestly didn't like it at first," 
said Edward Moran, a Green Beret 
veteran of two tours of duty in Viet· 
nam. 

"Then, I started realizing -·. 
every Marine, every Green Beret, 
every Air Force (veteran), every 
Commando, every Seal - just all of 
them - and it hit me. Then I sat 
there and stared at the wall and 
started thinking- Yeah! Whew!" 

Moran and Dr. Lydia Fish, both 
anthropologists, have been con
ducting interviews with veterans 

· and others who have visited the 
wall this summer. The two teach a 
course on the Vietnam War at State 
University College in Buffalo, N.Y., 
and are collecting data for a book. 

"That Wall has been called 
everything from horror to beauty 
- from a black slab to a tomb
stone," Moran said, "but there's a 
comment that keeps coming 
through. That Wall is truth.~use) 
It's there. It's real." 

Moran and Fish say they have 
taped interviews with more than 
500 people, mostly veterans, who 
have visited The Wall. Moran said 
their reactions have been favor
able. 

"There's another side of that 
wall. People go there, they don't 
want to talk about the war. They try 
to talk about The Wall, but the war 
becomes real again. For the first 
time in 10 to 15 yeen, that Wall 
brought itoutofthera,"Moran said. 

"That Wall is therapeutic/' said 

Rocky Alvarez, a Vietnam veteran 
who said he still is undergoing psy
ch ia t ri c treatment for post· 
traumatic stress sy.ndrome. 
Alvarez also said he didn't think 
he'd like the memorial when he 
first heard about it, but now he's 
one of its biggest advocates. 

Bender said another curiou~ 
effect is that wben it rains the water 
fills the names which are carved in 
granite panels, and they disappear 
from sight. · • 

Jan Scruggs, director of the Viet· 
nam Veterans Memorial Founda· 
tion, wbich spearheaded 
fund-raising efforts to get the 
memorial built, admits that many 
Vietna~ vetenuµ,i_ . were bitterly_ 
opposed to the design of the· me~ · 
rial and there were attempts to stop 
the groundbreaking ceremony. But 
Scruggs said "98 percent" of the 
letters and calls his office receives 
are Positive. 

I "You. experience tbe memorial 
· as opposed to ' just gaziila at it," -

Scruggs said, adding that it is 
sometimes' '. referred ·to ·u "The'. 
Healing Stone." . . . . ; ' -

Joe Geary of the p~blic .affairs 
de~en( of the National Park 
Service said. the' response. ~e ,bas 
heard about the memorial indicates 
that it has served as part of a "heal· 
ing process" about the Vietnam 
~t j 

"Maybe that wall is one of the . 
greatest soul-cleansing devices . 
we've got for the Vietnam veteran," 
Moran said, recalling the first time 
he looked at it: 

"For the first time, it did not mat• 
ter that you coultl cry, an<l you could 
really believe that what happened 
happened and it was not just some 
kind of kiddie dream." 

Bender said the memorutl . has 
left a stmple, objective statement 
about Yietnam. ·. 1'<. 

"This is the price we paii. It 
doesn't say it was worth it: U 
~oe~:r say it . wasn't. It just says, 
This .., the pnce we paid.' "· · 

P A 
. Jim Fiedler Jr, WlahlnglDn Tlfflle 

~ ntczak, a former Marine from Pennsylvania, looks tor o6d friends at the' 
Vietnam Veterans Memortal · -. 
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VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL FUND 

REPORT TO CONGRESS 

September 1983 

On July 1, 1980, Public Law 96-297 was signed into law 
authorizing the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund to build a 
memorial to the Americans who served in the Vietnam war. 
Our organization is grateful that the United States 
Congress saw fit to honor Vietnam veterans by giving two 
acres of land on the mall for a national memorial honoring 
their service. 

This Report to Congress outlines our progress to date 
and addresses the further work that will be required before 
the memorial is complete. 

SUMMARY OF MEMORIAL HISTORY AND PROGRESS 

On November 9, 1979, Senator Charles Mathias introduced 
Senate Joint Resolution 119 calling for the construction of 
a privately funded Vietnam Veterans Memorial. The 
legislation was introduced into the House of Representatives 
on the same day by Congressman John Paul Hammerschmidt. At 
that time, the fledgling VVMF had only five thousand 
dollars, and little more than a fond hope that the dream of 
a Vietnam Veterans Memorial could be achieved. 

During March and April 1980 hearings were held in the 
United States Congress on the legislation for a Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial. Because of language differences between 
the House and Senate versions, the bills went to a 
Conference Committee on June 12, 1980. There the 
differences were resolved, passage of the legislation 
quickly followed and it was signed into law by President 
Carter on July 1, 1980. 

The VVMF was thereby authorized to build a privately 
financed memorial to the Vietnam veteran in the Nation's 
Capital. Responding promptly, the VVMF began to lay the 
groundwork for how the memorial's design and construction 
would proceed, and launched a national fundraising effort 
to obtain the private contributions that would be necessary 
to finance the effort. 
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In April 1981 the VVMF held the largest architectural 
competition in the history of the United States and Europe. 
A total of 1,421 architects and teams of architects entered 
the competition, each submitting a proposed design for the 
memorial. The winning .design was announced on May 6, 1981. 
Maya Ying Lin, then a twenty year old architectural student 
at Yale University, won unanimously. Her design called for 
two walls of highly polished black granite upon which would 
be inscribed the names of all American military personnel 
who qave their lives in the Vietnam war. 

The VVMF then took the design through the federal 
approval process with hearings before the Commission on 
Fine Arts and the National Capital Planning Commission. 
Approvals were granted after the VVMF developed the design 
and took measures assuring for safety and accessibility for 
the handicapped. 

Preparations were being made for a March 1, 1982 
groundbreaking when there was considerable disagreement 
over the chosen desiqn. Thanks to the efforts of Senator 
John Warner, compromise meetings were held in January and 
March 1982 at which the VVMF agreed to add both a statue 
and the 1).merican flaq to the memorial. 

Groundbreaking was held on March 26, 1982 and 
construction proceeded as scheduled. Concurrently, 
planning went forward for a national opening of the 
memorial in the form of a National Salute to Vietnam 
Veterans to be held in Washington o.c. from November 9, 
1982 until November 13, 1982. 

The construction schedule for the memorial's name 
inscribed walls was met a nd on November 9, 1982 the 
National Salute began with a candlelight vigil at the 
National Cathedral. In ~he next five days over one hundred 
thousand Vietnam veterans, from every state in the union 
came to Washington to see their memorial. Unit reunions, 
seminars, banquets, and parties were held to finally give a 
long overdue welcome home to Vietnam veterans. The 
emotional climax of the five days came on November 13, 1982 
when a "welcome home" parade was held followed by the 
dedication of the Vietnam .Veterans Memorial. one hundred 
and fifty thousand people ' were present for the dedication 
ceremony, which was televised nationally and received media 
coverage throughout the world. 

The emotional five days in Washington which brought our 
country together after that divisive war did a great deal 
to finally bring societal acceptance of- and recognition for 
our nation's 2.7 million Vietnam veterans. Vietnam 
veterans now have national recognition through a memorial, 
erected by gifts from the American people, that stands 
prominently alongside the Lincoln Memorial. 
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ONGOING CONSTRUCTION ANO ANTICIPATED ACCEPTANCE 
OF THE MEMORIAL BY THE DEPARTMENT OF .!!!! INTERIOR 

Since the memorial dedication in November 1982, 
restoration and additional construction at the memorial has 
been ongoing. 

To date, the work has been largely required in two 
areas. First, at the dedication the memorial's new sod was 
ruined when, following a two inch rainfall the night before 
the ceremony, a dedication crowd of one hundred and fifty 
thousand people stood on the sod. VVMF worked with the 
project's architects and consultants to design a new 
surface drainage system which was installed this summer, 
alongwith top soil mix and new sod. Because of the drought 
conditions in Washington this summer, the new sod has not 
rooted well and we may need to again replace the sod in the 
near future. 

Second, as the result of decisions by the Commission on 
Fine Arts and the National Capital Planning Commission, the 
flag and statue additions to the memorial are to be placed 
in an "entrance plaza" near the west wall. We have 
recently completed excavation and paving for the entrance 
plaza. A fifty-five foot bronze flagpole has been 
installed upon which flies a grand 12 by 18 foot American 
flag. VVMF has also installed electrical conduits, lamps, 
trash receptacles and benches at the entrance plaza. 

Future work on the memorial, based upon recommendations 
made by the Department of Interior and accepted by the 
VVMF, will require construction of new elements at the 
memorial that probably will not be completed before the 
spring of 1984. Final federal approvals, working drawings 
and construction bids on these new elements will not be 
completed until late in 1983. This additional work 
inch.ides: 

0 

0 

0 

An inner circular walkway in the sculpture area 
and granite pathways leading from the entrance 
plaza and Constitution Avenue to the current 
walkway in front of the memorial. 

A widened walkway in front of the memorial walls 
paved with 4 by 4 inch "granite sets". This will 
require excavation in front of the memorial walls. 

Design, bronze - casting, and placement of name 
directory holders and a flag base with service 
emblems. 
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0 Design and installation of a lighting system to 
illuminate the entire five hundred foot long 
memorial walls, together with the flag and 
sculpture at the entrance plaza. 

0 Completion and installation of the statue. 

Due to the major construction planned in the near 
future, we may need to temporarily close the memorial to 
visitation or limit visitation for a brief period of time 
while excavation takes place and heavy equipment is on the 
memorial site. 

At such time as the VVMF completes the memorial's 
additional elements, including the statue of the three 
servicemen, the Interior Department will officially accept 
it as part of the National Park Service System. We are now 
meeting with the National Park Service in order to 
facilitate the eventual acceptance and maintenance of the 
memorial by the federal government. Our initial meeting 
went well, but some concerns exist about the capability to 
replace any panels or repair the planned statue if either 
is damaged in the future. 

Part of the work that is now being done by the VVMF is 
investigating how a broken panel might be replaced in the 
future. Technology was perfected whereby a photo .stencil 
process was used for inscribing the 57,939 names on the 
walls. Should one of the walls be damaged twenty years 
from now, only if the stencils, granite, trained personnel 
and equipment were availalbe could a damaged panel be 
replaced. Therefore, we need a detailed, long term plan to 
assure effective and prompt future repairs of the memorial. 
One possibility is to eventually endow the National Park 
Service Foundation with any remaining VVMF funds for use on 
specific non maintenance related projects pertaining to the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial. 

ADDITIONAL NAMES 

A special problem faced by the VVMF relates to the 
placement of additional names on the memorial. Since the 
dedication ceremony families of veterans who died due to 
injuries sustained in the war zone but whose names were not 
on the official Department of Defense list have appealed to 
both the VVMF and Members of Congress to remedy the 
situation. 
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Because of this situation, the Department of Defense 
has set up a special mechanism to review the claims, on a 
case by case basis. VVMF is committed to adding any 
additional names that DOD officially determines to have 
been casualties of the Vietnam war. This October, we will 
add over sixty five names to the memorial. Although there 
there is limited space on the memorial, there is room for 
some additional names. 

Those who wish to have a name added to the official 
Department of Defense casualty list, and subsequently 
inscribed on the memorial, should contact the following 
office: 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs 
Attn: Public Correspondence· 
The Pentagon, Rm. 2E777 
Washington, DC 20301 

COSTS OF THE VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL AND 
STEWARDSHIP OF FUNDING 

Since the VVMF was committed to financing the memorial 
through private contributions and our implementing 
legislation specifically adopted this requirement, it was 
apparent from the beginning of our effort that to succeed a 
massive fundraising and public relations effort would be 
required. Because of the importance of having as many 
individual ~mericans as possible contribute to the 
memorial, the VVMF focused the initial fundraising effort 
on direct mail solicitation. Although direct mail is 
costly, it did yield significant revenues. These revenues 
were offset by overhead costs lower than for most 
non-profit groups because of the high response rate and 
higher than average contributions. 

Although we enjoyed substantial success in our ' initial 
fundraising efforts through direct mail solicitation we 
realized that in order to finance the memorial, we had to 
formulate a more systematic and broader - based fundraising 
effort. At the beginning of 1981 we hired a Director of 
Fundraising who began a multifaceted capital campaign 
focusing on corporations and foundations, radiothons, 
unions, veterans groups, further use of direct mail, and 
other fundraising sources. It was through this campaign 
that we eventually raised approximately $8.3 million in 
contributions. 

-

.... 
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The expenses of building the memorial were diverse. In 
order to succeed, our organization needed to incur, beyond 
construction related costs, such expenses as fundraising 
costs, public relations costs, a full time staff, 
consultants, office space, office equipment and other needs 
related to building the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. 
Atlthough VVMF's expenses have necessarily been 
substantial, on a percentage basis they have fallen far 
below the cost benefit standards established by the Better 
Business Bureau. A summary of our expenditures follows: 

Statement of Sources and Uses of Funds for the Period 
April 29, 1979 (Date of Inception) through March 31, 1983 

VVMF..!L. 
Experience 

Sources of revenue: 
Contributions 
Investment income 
Other program income 
Fund raising costs 

Net sources of funds for memorial 
development and operations 

Use of funds: 
Memorial development and program costs 
Furniture and equipment acquisitions 
Fund administration 

Net uses of funds for memorial 
development and operations 

Reserve for memorial completion Y 

..!/cost as a, to funds raised 

$8,279,643 
490,578 
233,350 

(2,127,988) 

6,875,583 

3,909,714 
17,680 

973,537 

4,900,931 

$1,974,652 

Ycouncil of Better Business Bureau, Inc. Standards for 
Charitable Solicitations 

YPortfolio comprises: 
Contributed equities 
Federal National Mortgage Association Bonds 
Student Loan Marketing Association Bonds 
Treasury Bills 
Institutionalized Money Market Funds 

25.7 

10.8 

,, 
, a, 
30% 
30% 
21, 

BBB±./ 
Standard 

35.0 

15.0 
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The list below shows the construction which, since 
March 31, 1983 has been or soon will be undertaken, and 
which must be accomplished prior to acceptance of the 
memorial by the Department of Interior. 

Construction & Planned Construction since 3/31/83 

1. Tree Removal & Replanting/Site Landscaping 
2. "Entrance Plaza" Construction 

a. Excavation 
b. Surfacing 
c. Pebble Surfacing 
d. Conduit & Wiring Installation 
e. Lighting Purchase & Installation (Statue & Flag) 
f. Flagpole Installation 
g. Bench/Trash Receptacle Removal & Reinstallation 
h. Landscaping 

3. Casting for Flagbase/Installation 
4. Casting for Directory Holders/Installation 
5. Granite Pavers Around Flagbase 
6. Drainage System East and West Walls 
7. Drainage System/Resodding in Bowl Areas 
8. Lighting Optics/Fixture Design/Installation (walls) 
9. Granite Set Pathways from Constitution Avenue 

a. Design . Approval, Installation, Purchase 
10. Granite Set Pathways from Entrance Plaza 

a. Design, Approval, Purchase, Installation 
11. Granite Sets in front of and behind Current Walkway 

a. Design, Approval, Purchase, Installation 
12. Resodding in front of Walls 
13. Resodding Pathways in Bowl Area and near East & West Walls 
14. Statue Base Design, Granite Pavers, Concrete Foundation, Installation 
15. Commission for Sculptor, Bronze Casting, Transportation & Insurance 
16. Site Maintenance Contract 
17. Brochures/Name Directories 
18. Insurance (Granite Damage, Site Liability, etc.) 
19. Design Approval Process - Consultant Fees 
20. Plans for Turnover to National Park Service (Appropriate Ceremony) 

... 
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Since the VVMF began its corporate existence in 1979, 
it has been audited annually by a major accounting firm, 
Peat, Marwick, Mitchell & Co. These audits have been 
reviewed by and . used to comply with the financial 
requirements of the various state agencies which regulate 
fundraising and the Better Business Bureau. 

In June of 1982 an Independent Audit Committee was 
formed to oversee the accounting procedures used by the 
VVMF. Members of the Committee were allowed access to 
VVMF's books and records. Copies of all audit reports were 
sent to the Committee and special auditing work was 
initiated, including a review of Internal controls by Peat, 
Marwick. 

Members of the Committee are: 

Paul Thayer, Deputy Secretary of Defense 
(formerly Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of 
LTV Corporation} 

Joe Albritton 
Chairman of the Board 
Riggs National Corporation 

James Dean, Esquire 
The American Legion 
Internal Affairs 

J. Richard Munro 
President 
TIME, Inc. 

John Morrison, Esquire 
VVMF Board of Directors 

F.dmund T. Pratt 
Chairman of the Board 
Pfizer, Inc. 

Richard E. Radez 
VVMF Board of Directors 

Lloyd N. Unsell 
Executive Vice President 
Independent Petroleum Association of America 
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Other audit and review measures were undertaken by the 
VVMF including the following work performed by Peat, 
Marwick: (1) overview of VVMF's accounting procedures; (2) 
review of VVMF disbursements in excess of $500; and (3) 
evaluation of VVMF's system of internal accounting 
controls. Peat, Marwick performed these reviews in 
addition to its normal year end audit procedures. VVMF 
also undertook a review of all disbursements in any amount 
to officers, directors and employees. Finally, the 
question whether officers and directors had a financial 
interest in any concern receiving monies from VVMF was 
examined. Nothing was found through any of these measures 
which, in the opinion of the Independent Audit Committee, 
required any further action. 

Additionally, the Internal Rev-Efnue Service recently 
completed a thorough audit of the VVMF for fiscal years 
1980, 1981 and 1982. The IRS accepted our tax returns 
without change. 

We have taken our stewardship responsibilities 
seriously and have gone to great lengths to assure that all 
funds have been properly disbursed and accounted for. At 
this time the final costs for the memorial are not known 
since the bids for many of the presently planned additions 
have yet to be prepared. At such time as the construction 
is completed, which we project to be Memorial Day, 1984, 
we will do a final Stewardship Report for the Independent 
Audit Committee. A copy of the report will be provided to 
your office. 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION 

This project has succeeded due in large part to the 
unselfish, patriotic efforts of many organizations, 
individuals and Members of Congress who took part in our 
efforts. Listing the efforts of everyone would take up a 
great deal of space in this report. However, we would like 
to recognize some individuals and groups who were of great 
assistance in building the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. 

Every veterans organization provided help with our 
fundraising campaign and supported the National Salute to 
Vietnam Veterans. Special recognition goes to the American 
Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars who raised over 1.2 
million dollars and over two hundred fifty thousand dollars 
respectively for building the memorial. Other veterans 
groups such as the AMVETS, Paralyzed Veterans of America, 
the Reserve Officers Association, the United Vietnam 
Veterans Organization, Vietnam Veterans of America and many 
others made special efforts on behalf of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial. 
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Special thanks as well goes to certain individuals like 
Senator John Warner and columnist James J. Kilpatrick who 
helped develop much of the initial funds needed to begin 
our efforts. Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Thayer 
formed a Corporate Advisory Board and raised over one and 
one half million dollars for the memorial when he headed 
the LTV Corporation through an aggressive drive for 
donations from industry. One member of the Corporate 
Advisory Board, Lloyd Unsell of the Independent Petroleum 
Association, raised over one half million dollars in 
donations from the petroleum industry. 

Too numerous to mention here are the efforts of 
ordinary citizens like James Winch, a Texas rancher who 
donated the proceeds from the sale of two head of cattle to 
the memorial to pay for inscribing the names of the many 
Mexican Americans who died in the war. Hundreds of 
examples like this could be cited of people like Mr. Winch 
whose contributions helped to build the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial. 

Likewise, many Members of Congress went to great 
lengths to assure that the Vietnam Veterans Memorial became 
a reality. Many individual Members of Congress helped with 
the authorizing legislation and many others assisted later 
in the fundraising and public relations effort. We would 
like to express our appreciation to all. 

Our special thanks goes to, among others, the following 
United States Senators and Congressmen: Dave Bonior, Dale 
Bumpers, Richard B. Cheney, Dennis DeConcinni, Bob Dole, 
Pete Domenici, David Durenburger, Walter Faunteroy, William 
Frenzel, John Paul Hammerschmidt, Gary Hart, Charles 
Mathias, Robert H. Michel, Gillespie v. Montgomery, John 
Murtha, Leon Panetta, Larry Pressler, James Sasser, Alan K. 
Simpson, John Tower, Morris Udall, John Warner, Jim Wright. 

CONCLUSION 

We are pleased that the Vietnam Veterans Memorial will 
soon be completed. Only through the generosity and support 
of the American people has the memorial become a reality. 
The American people have shown, in very tangible terms, 
that they respect the service and sacrifices made by 
Vietnam veterans and wish them not to be forgotten. 
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The memorial has also fostered reconciliation of the 
divisions caused by the Vietnam War. It stands as a 
tribute to those who served our nation in a time of crisis 
and not as a political statement - pro or con - about the 
Vietnam war. It was appropriately placed in the shadow of 
the Lincoln Memorial because the Lincoln Memorial not only 
honors a great president, but provides a symbol of national 
unity after the divisive War Between the States. The need 
to restore our national unity after the divisions of 
Vietnam is just as great and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
has helped America to begin the long overdue healing 
process. 

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial is already among the most 
popular attractions in Washington; drawing up to fifteen 
thousand visitors daily. Only the National Air and Space 
Museum and the Lincoln Memorial attract more visitors. 
Over two and one half million persons have visited the 
memorial thus far. We know that the memorial will be one 
of the city's most moving experiences for both present and 
future generations of Americans who visit the Nation's 
Capital. 

As we look forward to concluding the work of the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, we are proud of our 
accomplishments both for the Nation and for those who 
served in Vietnam. 




