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b :k 1 1944. He has been reported to have been teaching at that time in the
California Labor School, a noted front of the Communist Party USA. Subsequ t ,
in e, 1957, he was identified as one of the members of a “"professional cell
of the Community Party"--by a long-time party member who had defected and was making
a sworn statement before Congress. Thus, he was understandably involved in several
protests against the existence of Congressional committees looking into such matters.
He worked on behalf of Smith Act defendants and the atomic spy Morton Sobel during
the same period. And during the antiwar years his name was advertised in circulars

| the Berkely campus as one who was available to help and support draft resisters.
He was also involved in the Vietnam Moratorium.

"4 other words, by whatever —:hanism, and through whoever's influence, the
site chosen for the Vietnam memorial i{s that of the massive rallies against the
war, the specifications for the design of the memorial were antiwar in nature,
and the jury which made the selection of the winning design was weighted with men
poss: ;ing antiwar sentiments, or actually involved in that movement--including
one with long-standing connections with the Communist Party which, of course, had
i{ts han”- in the antiwar movement whenever and wherever it could.

There is no question but what there are sincere and dedicated people within the
leadership of VVMF who want an enduring and truly appropriate memorial to those
who made the sacrifice in Vietnam. The project certainly has sponsors with fm-
peccable credentials in those respects. A 1ist of the sponsors in on page 14 here.
The evidence is plentiful, however, that some of these people are not aware of the
information discussed in these pages. The probability is that if they were, they
would have second thoughts about the direction YVMF has taken just as some of the
veterans so enthusiastic about the project in the beginning have had. In the mean-
time, however, agencies of the federal government are giving approval to a design
that has not been openly shared with the donor public, and acquiescing to an in-
scription which seems not to have been articulated or accepted by anyone. The
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"A location on the Mall is symbolically appropriate.
We can all recall when the Mall was the battleground
of opinion and dissent regarding America’'s role in
Vietnam. = Its proximity to the Lincoln Memorial is
also fitting, for not since the Civil War had this
Nation suffered wounds and divisions as grievous as
those endured over Vietnam.”

I whole” :rtedly agree and I am sure you will, too. You see, I can't
think of a better way to express to these young men and women how much we
all appreciate the sacrifice they made for our country. And I can't think "
of any more appropriate way to unite all Americans, regardless ¢. how they
felt about the war, than for them to participate in helping to build this
memorial.

And that's where you come in.

. it the knowledge that the people of the nation — liberals and con-
servatives, hawks and doves wish to honor those who served in Vie m,
will help restore the self-esteem of these thousands of returned veter 1

Simjlarly, this tribute will bring long overdue honor to the families
of those who gave their lives in the war. But equally important to all
Americans, this memorial will be a lasting symbol of our nation's determin-
ation to heal the divisions and differences generated by Vietnam, and to
restore the unity which existed prior to that war.

T THIS ~~~° TOUCHES YOU, PLEASE READ ON . . .

Although this memorial will not bring back the dead, or heal the
wounded, or erase the scars of war suffered by many thousands, it will
stand as a perpetual symbol from a proud and grateful nation. That's why
I am so enthusiastic about it. And about all we've accomplished so far.

This past May, the competition sponsored by The Fund to select a
design was completed. More than 1,400 entries were received from archi-
t ts, designers, artists and others from every corner of the country.
The number of entries was remarkable —— anu gratifying. It means people
do care. The winning design was selected by a jury of internatio "1y
known experts in architecture, sculpture and design, and it is truly
something to behold!
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When completed, Maya's design will incorporate the following features:

e It will be appropriately identified as the Vietnam Veteramns
" M rial and will display the names of the 57,692 American
servicemen and women who died in Vietnam or are still un-

accounted r.

e It will be fully accessible to the handicapped.
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war. It could be responded to by either allowing the names to be carved
on white granite, or by allowing the memorial to peak, in effect turning
it upside-down, if for same reason the black is consideréd essential to
the design. 1In light of the serious drainage problems at the site,
perhaps the latter recammendation would be the most logical.

4. The ~hranolmnical listing of the names of those who
gave their lives must Le ~--.2r wudified or ahandned. This is a

mucl—uiocussed item at the Jommission itse.i., wad a2 Will not clutter it
with redundant argument.

I trust this information is useful to the Camission. I cannot
overstate its importance to those who served and to our entire

posterity.

Sincerely,

P il

James Webb
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