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JULE PROPQRSAT,
TO:
FROM:

REQUEST:

PURPOSE: D

DATE AND TIME:
LOCATION:

PARTICIPANTS:

Jyp

September 29, 1982

WILLIAM K. SADLEIR, DIRECTOR
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

ELIZABETH H. DOLE

Participation by President and Mrs. Reagan
in the National Salute to Vietnam Veterans
candlelight vigil.

To enable the President and Mrs. Reagan to
light the candles, which will officially
begin the three-day observance of National
Salute to Vietnam Veterans. Additionally,
the Vietnam Veterans ! >rial _ ind would
like to present Mrs. 1 yan with an awar
for her outstanding service in assisting in
the fund-raising drive and as a member of
The National Sponsoring Committee.

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund will be
sponsoring The National Salute to Vietnam
Veterans, which will take place in Washing-
ton, D.C. from November 10-14, 1982, is a
national celebration to pay tribute to those
who suffered during the Vietnam War. The
highlight of the celebration is a candle-
light vigil which will begin at 10:00 a.m.
on Wednesday, November 10, and continue
through Friday. Event planners expect over
100,000 veterans, families of those who lost
their lives or remain missing and others.
Rather than visit the Mall and incur those
attendant problems, it was fel a ceremony
wW: 1 a representative group in the Rose
Garden would be preferred.

This is not the dedication ceremony for the
monument.

November 10, 1982 - 10:00 a.m. DURZ ION: 20 Mins.
Rose Garden

Representative group (300) of participants in
the National Salute to Vietnam Veterans.



OUTLINE OF EVENT:

REMARKS RQUIRED:

MEDIA COVERAGE:
T~ "OMMENDED BY:
(¢ 20SED BY:

I X T OFFICER:

-- Presentation of award to Mrs. Reagan.
-- Mrs. Reagan's acceptance remarks.

-- Presidential remarks.

-- Lighting of the wvigil candles.

Brief acceptance remarks by Mrs. Reagan.
Brief Presidential remarks.

Full press coverage.
Elizabeth H. Dole, James Rosebush
None.

Morton Blackwell.






THE WHITE HOlL E

WA 4HINGTON

October 7, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR ELIZABETH H. DOLE
FROM: MORTON C. BLACKWELL

SUBJECT: ' Vietnam Veterans M norial Ceremonies

This morning Cooper Holt, Executive Director of the VFW,
visited me to warn of potential problems at the mid-November
ceremonies relating to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. The
principal event is scheduled to be a candlelight vigil (at

1 2 National Cathedral) starting on the evening of November
10 and running through November 12 with a parade scheduled on
Saturday, November 13. After the parade it is hoped there
will be a formal dedication of the memorial.

You will recall that the original design was strongly opposed
by a number of veterans organization leaders and that a
compromise was reached whereby the original design was to be
augmented by a flagpole for the American flag and a "heroic
statue".

In a compromise, largely arranged by Senator Warner and
Rep.Phil Crane, tI Memorial Founc tion, the national
veterans groups, the opponents to the original design,
Secretary Watt, the National Capital Planning Commission,
and the Commission of Fine Arts, all agreed in principle to
the addition of the flag and the statue.

Secretary Watt and the Memorial Foundation have submitted to
the Fine Arts C mission and the National Capital Planning

mmission the specifics regarding the flagpole and the
statue. The veterans groups strongly support the design.
The statue is excellent. .

Purenant t+ta the comnromise. Secretarv Watt has informed the

approve the design, there will be no dedication. Jan Scruggs

of the Memorial Foundation states that in that case he does

not plan ceremonies at the site, even though the names of

the war dead have now all been carved in the marble on the
.te.




Cooper Holt this morning advised me that he has strong
indications that some of the smaller but radical veterans
groups, such as Vietnam Veter 1s of America and Vietnam
Veterans Against the War, may attempt to tear down the fence
arc d the site and "dedicate" the site on November 13
anyway.

Holt stron .y sugc sts that the White House contact Carter
Brown of tne Co ission of Fine -~ s to urge him to be sure
the statue and flagpole design are approved at the meeting
on October 13.

Holt says that the veterans organizations are prepared to
give strong testimony in behalf of the compromise design but
up to 75 architects are planning to give testimony to the
Commission against the addition of the statue and the flag.
Only strong urging from the Whi‘ House cgan assure that 1 e
compromise design will be approved by the Commission of Fine
Arts. He anticipates no problems from the National Capital
Planning Commission.

It should be noted that the Commission of Fine Arts and the
National Capital Planning Commission both approved, in
principle, the addition of a statue and the flagpole before
the ground breaking ceremony last March.

Jan Scruggs of the Me )rial Foundation says the Vietnam
Veterans Against the War have told have told him they intend
to "respect the dignity" of the event and would be in the
parac which will pre :de the scheduled "¢ 1ication".

Cooper Holt has indications that radical elements would use

a cancellation of the "dedication" as an excuse for a protest
at the site on November 13. I suggest it would be appropriate
for a senior staff member to privately contact Carter Brown

on this topic. Kis telephone number is 566-1066.



United States Departnr 1t of the Interior

C 'ICE OF THE SECR ARY
WASHIN ON, D.C. 20240

September 29, 1982

Mr. Jan C. Scruggs

President

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund
1110 Vermont Avenue, N.W.
Suite 308

Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Jan:

Thank you for your submission of Sept r 23 which outlines the
design plans and specifications for the sculpture and the flag staff
to be added to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. These elements were
agreed to in the compromise struck under the leadership of

Senator John Warner.

Based upon the commitments made in March 1982 and our review of your 1
submission, I enthusiastically approve your latest submission. The
addition of a heroic sculpture and our flag to the site will transform
the design into one which honors both those who served our country and r
those who made the ultimate sacrifice. We must not forget that our

objective is to build a fitting monument to honor thousands of men and
women who served their country in Vietnam. Design aesthetics are a
secondary concern.

We have forwarded your submission and our approval to the National
Capital Planning Commission and the Commission on Fine Arts for their
revi . Based on previous communications between my office d the
Commissions, I have every reason to believe that your submission will
receive timely approval from these entities. Be assured that I have
committed the full weight of this Department to securing the necessary
approvals for your latest submission.

I am also prepared to direct the National Park Service to issue the
required permits for 2dication of the =2morial on November 11, 1982,
if both Commissions approve the additions of the sculpture and the
flag staff to the emorial at their scheduled October meetings.




Pursuant to the compromise struck last spring, it would be
inappropriate to permit a dedication to proceed if either of these
critical design elements were disapproved or located in such a fashion
as not to have the wall, the flag, and the sculpture constitute a

single memorial.

The men d women who served our country in Vietnam deserve a fitting
nmorial and I congratulate you on your organization's unstinting

etforts to fulfill this worthy ggjeq$ive.
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cc: Senator John Warner !
National Capital Planning Commission I

Commission of Fine Arts
American Legion
Veterans of Foreign Wars
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