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THE WHITE HOUSE -

WASHINGTON

January 26, 1982

Dear Jack:

I am pleased that we have k :n able to arrange a personal
meeting for you February 16 with the President, and I look forward
to escorting you to the Oval Office at that time.

- Thank you for sending me a copy of your January 25 telegram
to Secretary Watt urging him to approve the proposed design of
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Your views wil undoubtedly bear
heavily on his decision.

Telegrams necessarily carry a tone of urgency, but I was
surprised at your opening statement of deep concern at Secretary
Watt's "hesitancy in approving construction of the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial."

If you review the matter, you will almost certainly conclude
that the Secretary d¢ 2rves praise, not criticism, for the
careful process by which has has gathered information on which to
base his decision. '

As soon as serious objections to the proposed design arose
in the veterans and service organization community, I contacted
the offices of major groups to sound out opinion. Until receipt
of my copy of your telegram yesterday, I was repeatedly assured
by your D.C. office that the Legion strongly supports building
a memorial but that you had no position for or against the
proposed design. The V.F.W. has an identical position.

On the other hand, the Marine Corps League and the Non-Commissioned
Officers Association sent representatives to my office strongly
objecting to the proposed design. Similarly, some well known
Vietnam veterans who had been prominent in the 1980 Reagan campaign
came in to urge that the design be substantially changed.

So far as I know, only one veterans organization, the
Vietnam Veterans of America, had contacted anyone in the Administration
in favor of t+he desiaon nrinr to vour telearam. The VVA, of course,
i
on the gr:
status as judges of appropriate memorials.

Despite the several columns and articles pro and con on the
design, there has been very little interest in the subject at the
grassroots. For example, the President has received hardly any
letters on the subject, but eighty percent have been negative on
design.



In "~ e process of reaching | '3 mandated ¢ :ision on
this design, the Secretary h: sought out for their views
the major proponents and opponents of the proposal. He checked
repeatedly with me to gauge the input to our Office of
Public Liaison. This is an important decision, one which
will affect our nation's capital long after we all are gone.
We have to get it right the first time.

If you agree with me, I hope you will personally call
the Secretary to clarify your telegram and make sure that no
criticism of his policy to date is circulated by your office
to the Legion me: " 2rship.

Cordially,

%ﬁm - )//:jf/éueﬂ 7

>rton C. Blackwell
Special Assitcs ant to the President

Mr. Jack Flynt

National Commander

The American Legion

1608 K. . N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
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. MIEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 28, 1982

TO: Morton

. FROM: Kathy

RE: VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL

I spoke with Roy Adams of Senator Denton's staff,.-1d he
reported to me about a meeting which was held on :dnesday
evening, January 27th concerning this memorial.

The meeting was chaired by Senator Warner. Senator Denton,

Congressmen Bailey and Crane we: @ present and participated also.

Ross Perot, the gentleman who was intending to fund the survey

of Vietnam veterans as to their feelings about this memorial <. : g

was there. Also, of course some staff members frc the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Foundaticn, the proponents of the
memorial, and various members of t : opponents to the desi
were al > present.

There was quite a screaming match in the beginning and everyone
voiced an opinion, but finally it seems that they reached a
compromise.

The compromise.is as follows:
There will be a statue in front of the black wall - a soldier

type, appropriate and patriotic, probably white. Thus, the
black wall will serve as a back drop to this statue.

The inscriptions will be reworded in an appropriate and patriotic

fashion -~ something like "the cause we were fighting for was
a just cause." :

Thi =



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 4, 1982
TO: Morton
FROM: Kathy

RE: Vietnam Veterans Memorial

Newest update on the Vietr 1 Veterans Memorial.

As reported last week, the compromise was reached between
the proponents ~~d opponents.

Today, Jan Scruggs, President of the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Fund, met with Secretary James Watt and Under
Secretary Bill Horn concerning action on the compromise.

The following arrangement was agreed to:

The new design compromise plan - which includes a } :riotic
statue of a fighting figure, a flag and a flag pole, and a
rewording of the inscription to a patriotic message -

will be prepared and submitted to Secretary Watt with a
financial statement. _ _

Then Secretary Watt will review and expects to approve if
there is not a problem.

The Secretary will send it for final approval to the

Fine Arts Commission and National Capitol Planning Commission.

The Secretary hopes to do this quickly so groundbreaking
can take place as scheduled on March 1lst.

Bill Horn, Under Secretary at Interior, will keep me informed
of the progress and let us know if any problems come up.





























































































