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MEMORANDUM
TO: PMC/DA RE: VIETNAM VETERANS' MEMORIAL
FROM: GHJ

DATE: November 17, 1981

1. WHAT:

Memorial to Vietnam War Veterans to be constructed on the | 1ll. Authori-
zation for use of that land is granted by Congress in S.J. Res. 119 (PL
96-297).

-Resolution authorizes a memorial "+~ honor and recognition

~f +ha men and women of +ha I 24 curces of the U-ited States

wilU SeLved _J_._rl Vietnam,"

~Cosponsors included PMC. Conc )t endorsed by a cast of 1000s

including Bob Hope (who signed the letter soliciting initial funds), and
numerous great/notable Americans. Funding will be exclusively
private--need $7 million--have raised @ $2.5 million.

2. THE CURR T DESIGN:

A 400 foot long black wall in the shape of an open "V", cut 10 feet below
le surface of the Mall, and bearing the names of the 57,000-odd war dead,
listed by date of death, not alphabetically. A pit with a black wall below

ground level. :

3. WHY IT'S UNACCEPTABLE:

-What memorial to Americans who served their country, regardless
of the domestic political climate at the time is below ground
level, in a pit?

-Is this memorial representative of the kind of "honor
and recognition" the Congress had in mind when it authorized the
land use? :

-Shouldn't a monument to those 2,7 million Americans
who served in Vietnam be immediately recognizable to future

leir valor, heroism, devotion to

~Black is the universal color of dishonor and shame; asscciated with death,
-Design competition weighted in favor of memorial honoring war dead, not

all who served.

-9 judges none of whom was a Vietnam veteran - cnly veteran from WWI Italian
Army.
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September 15, 1981

Miss Priscilla Buckley
Managing Lditor

The National Review
150 I, 35th St,
New York, N.Y.
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Dear MLlss Buckley:

You are free not to like the design for the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial, as outlined in your
editorial on September 18th, but you should at
least have correct facts before putting the project
down. First of all, Maya Lin, the young designer of
the memorial, has never publicly expressed either
support or opposition to U.S. involvement in Vietnam.
She has, however, expressed sincere support and compas-
sion for the 'n and women who served and died. The
memorial 1is not intended, nor was it designed, to make
a political statement about the war. It purpose 1is to
honor and recognize the war's veterans and dead for
their honorable service and sacrifice.

. Secoudly, you represent that the memorial will be
"surrounded by contoured mounds of earth", but the design
calls for nething of the kind. Furthermore, the memorial
will be appropriately identified as the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial. Finally, the competition had 1421 entries,

not 14,000,

Any "clear political message' in the design is
solely 1in the eyes of the beholder. You find one 1n
the fact that the memorial's walls will be black. So
are the Iwo. Jima Memoriaml and the Seabees Memorial,

i1 1)

trarric accident victims? Just you and the New
Indeed, an alphabetical listing would do
that, not the chronological one, which integrates the
names into the entire experience of the war.

































