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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
January' 3, 1984

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY

THROUGH: Jack Courtemanche
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell /.
SUBJECT: Request from Senator Denton

As you may recall, we were contacted by Senator Denton late
in the afternoon of December 12, asking to speak to our Out-
reach Working Group Meeting of December 14. The Senator
wanted to talk to the group about his recent trip to El
Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama. At
the last minute, Senator Denton changed his mind and opted
not to be a secondary speaker, but attended as an observer.
(Elliott Abrams was our scheduled speaker for that date.)

We have scheduled Senator Denton to speak to the Outreach
Group on Wednesday, January 25.

Attached is a memorandum prepared for your signature to
M. B. Oglesby requesting his approval for Senator Denton
to speak to our Outreach Working Group on Wednesday, January 25.

MCB: jet

1 Attachment a/s



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 4, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR M. B. OGLESBY
FROM: FATITH WHITTLESEY

SUBJECT: Central Bmarican Mtreach Working Group Meeting

Senator Jeremiah Denton has asked to speak to our White House
Outreach Working Group on Central America. He desires to
apprise the group of the observations and insights which

he gleaned from his recent trip to El Salvador, Honduras,
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama during the period November 30
to December 7, 1983.

We have scheduled the Senator to speak at our meeting of
Wednesday, January 25, at 2:30 p.m. in Room #450.

I hope this will meet with your concurrence.









THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
December 19, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY

THROUGH : Jack Courtemanche

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell%

SUBJECT: Proposed Mailing/Notification of January
Meetings

Attached for your approval and signature is a memorandum
notifying the members and guests of the White House Outreach
Working Group of the meetings for January.

In addition, we are sending everyone a copy of Ambassador
Negroponte's recent speech and the new joint DoD-State
Department paper on Grenada.

If you would sign the memorandum using hlark ink/hallinnint

and return it to Joyce, we will have it peaiiccw viw waoo.owouted
by Wednesday of this week thus giving everyone ample notifica-
tion of the change in time for General Vessey's briefing.

MCB: jet

Enclosures a/s



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
December 19, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: THE MEMBERS AND GUESTS OF THE WHITE HOUSE
OUTREACH WORKING GROUP ON CENTRAL AMERICA

FROM: Faith Ryan Whittlesey,
Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

Enclosed is a copy of Ambassador John D. Negroponte's
remarks to our White House Outreach Working Group meeting
of December 7th. As well as a copy of the December l1l6th
joint Department of Defense-State Department publication,
"Grenada, A Preliminary Report."

We are very fortunate that we will have as our first
speaker for the new year, General John Vessey, Chairman of
tt Joint Chi fs of Staff. 1In order to accommodate General
Vessey's schedule, we are going to CHANGE THE TIME of our
regular outreach meeting for one meeting only to 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, January 4, 1984. PLEASE manE A NOTE OF THIS ON
YOUR CALENDAR.

Following is a listing of our White House Outreach Working
Group speakers for the month of January, 1984:

January 4 - 17-00 a.m.**, Room #450-OEOB **NOTE CHANGE IN TIME
SPEAKER: weneral John W. Vessey, Jr.,
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
TOPIC: "Central America, Its Importance to the
United States"

January 11, - 2:30 p.m., Room #450-OEOB
SPEAKER: Mr. William C. Doherty, Jr.,
Executive Director
Ir
sus
Movement in central America”

January 18, - 2:30 p.m., Room #450-OEOB
SPEAKER: Mr. Arnaud De Borchgrave,
Author: The Snike. Mnanimh~
T o] c I 1al ° n
o\ n”



January 25, - 2:30 p.m., Room #450-OEOB
SPEAKER: Senator Jeremiah Denton
TOPIC: "Report on My Trip to Central America"

SPEAKER: Senor Wycliffe Diego,
Member, Council of Elders, MISURAS Indian

Organization
"Human Rights as Practiced by the Sandinistas

In order to insure being in your seat for the opening
of our meetings, please be at 1e 17th Street Entrance of the
0l1d Executive Office Building at least 15 minutes prior to the
start of the meeting. Please have some form of identification
(driver's license, passport) with you to facilitate the clearance

process.

Enclosures a/s









THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
December 29, 1983

Dear Mrs. Douglas:

This is in response to your recent letter to the President
regarding torture in Latin America.

The suggestion that the United States government is somehow
involved in teaching Latin Americans how to torture people
is a fabrication. There is no truth to it.

I would suggest you try this. Simply ask the source of

any such charge his opinion of the Sandinista government of
Nicaragua. If the response comes back a denunciation of the
United States policy toward Nicaragua, that will tell you
something.

Then, for your second round of correspondence with the source,
ask him if the following is not true:

The Sandinista government has broken the pledges of
freedom and democracy it made in 1979 to the people of Nicaragua
and to the Organization of American States. The nine members
of the Sandinista Directorate are avowed Marxists who make
no secret of their intention to force a Marxist-Leninist state

on the people.

The Sandinista government has attacked and muzzled the
Roman Catholic Church, confiscated the country's only synagogue
and forced closure of any number of Protestant churches.
Praiseworthy religious organizations such as the Salvation Army
have been completely expelled from the country.

As you may have seen recently in the news, the Sandinista
government has forced thousands of Indians off their historic
homelands and into what amount to concentration camps, from
which thousands hae fled under fire from aircraft and mortars
to refuge in nearby Honduras.

] Ly:
record numbers of political prisoners, grossly swollen armed
forces, etc.

It is also important to note that the United States government
has been the largest donor of economic aid to the Sandinista
government. From July 1979 to April 1981, the United States
authorized $117.1 million in economic assistance to the



Sandinista regime. (This compares with a total of $30 million
in military aid the United States gave the Somoza government
during the period 1946 to 1979.) The cutoff finally came in
compliance with U.S. law which states assistance must be
stopped when it becomes clear that a recipient government is
engaged in support of international terrorism.

The Sandinista government is harboring and very effectively
aiding in many ways the Marxist insurgents in El1 Salvador,

who are primarily successful in attacking El1 Salvador's
economic infrastructure: farms, businesses, electrical power
systems, water distribution, roads, transportation systems, etc.

One reason why Marxist-Leninist governments for many years
had such success enslaving new populations is that they
were able to operate across international boundaries from
the sanctuary of countries already under their control.
Perhaps the most interesting international development of
recent years is that, for the fii1 t time in generatior ,
most of the major insurgencies in the world are against
Marxist-Leninist governments, as in Afghanistan, Angola,
and Nicaragua.

I am enclosing some related information which I hope will be
useful to you as well.

Sincerely,
7/ ) ///
orton C. Blackwell,

gpecial Assistant to the President
or Public Liaison

Enclosures

Mrs. Kenneth R. Douglas
1811 12th Street
Moline, Illinois 61265





















THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 28, 1983

Dear Mr. Bloyd:

This is in response to your recent letter to the President
regarding Nicaragua.

Unfortunately, the Sandinista government has broken the
pledges of freedom and democracy it made in 1979 to the
people of Nicaragua and to the Organization of American State
The nine members of the Sandinista Directorate are avowed
Marxists who make no secret of their intention of forcing a
Marxist-Leninist state on the people.

The Sandinista government has attacked and muzzled the Roman
Catholic Church, confiscated the country's only synagogue
and forced closure of any number of Protestant churches.
Praiseworthy religious organizations such as the Salvation
Army have been completely expelled from the country.

As you have seen recently in the news, the Sandinista govern-
ment has forced thousands of Indians off their historic home-
lands and into what amount to concentration camps, from which
thousands have fled under fire from aircraft and mortars to
refuge in nearby Honduras.

The list of Sandinista abuses could be extended indefinitely:
record numbers of political prisoners, grossly swollen armed
forces, etc.

It is also important to note that the United States government
has been the largest donor of economic aid to the Sandinista
government. From July 1979 to April 1981, the United States
authorized $117.1 million in economic assistance to the
Sandinista regime. (This compares with a total of $30 million
in military aid the United States gave the Somoza government
during the period 1946 to 1979.) The cutoff finally came in

The Sandinista government is harboring and very effectively
aiding in many ways the Marxist insurgents in El1 Salvador, who
are primarily successful in attacking El1 Salvador's econor =
infrastructure: farms, businesses, electrical power systems,
water distribution, roads, transportation systems, etc.



One reason why Marxist-Leninist governments for many yeai
had such success enslaving new populations is that they
were able to operate across international boundaries from
the sanctuary of countries already under their control.
Perhaps the most interesting international development of
recent years is that, for the first time in generations,
most of the major insurgencies in the world are against
Marxist-Leninist governments, as in Afghanistan, Angola,
and Nicaragua.

President Reagan has said that we have no obligation to
protect the Sandinista government against its own people.

I can assure you that the U.S. attitude toward it would
improve if that government stopped supporting international
terrorism, held free elections, and restored the religious,
press, economic, travel and other freedoms now denied
Nicaraguans.

Enclosed is some related information which may be of interest
and use to you.

Sincerely,

M ?}%JL v

Morton C. Blackwell,
Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

Enclosures

Mr. Kenny Bloyd
Rural Route #2



One reason why Marxist-Leninist governments for many years
had 1ich success enslaving new populations is that they
were able to operate across international boundaries from
the sanctuary of countries already under their control.
Perhaps the most interesting international development of
recent years is that, for the first time in generations,
most of the major insurgencies in the world are against
Marxist-Leninist governments, as in Afghanistan, Angola,
and Nicaragua.

President Reagan has said that we have no obligation to
protect the Sandinista government against its own people.

I can assure you that the U.S. attitude toward it would
improve if that government stopped supporting international
terrorism, held free elections, and restored the religious,
press, economic, travel and other freedoms now denied
Nicaraguans.

Enclosed is some related information which may be of interest
and use to you.

Sincerely,

Morton C. Blackwell,
Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

Enclosures

Mr. Clyde Mosher
508 North Rranadwav
v



One reason why Marxist-Leninist governments for many years
had such success enslaving new populations is that they
were able to operate across international boundaries from
the sanctuary of countries already under their control.
Perhaps the most interesting international development of
recent years is that, for the first time in generations,
most of the major insurgencies in the world are against
Marxist-Leninist governments, as in Afghanistan, Angola,
and Nicaragua.

President Reagan has said that we have no obligation to
protect the Sandinista government against its own people.

I can assure you that the U.S. attitude toward it would
improve if that government stopped supporting international
terrorism, held free elections, and restored the religious,
press, economic, travel and other freedoms now denied
Nicaraguans.

Enclosed is some related information which may be of interest
and use to you.

Sincerely,

Morton C. Blackwell,
Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

Enclosures

Ms. Lynn C. Sifrit
120 North Third Avenue
Canton, Illinois 61520



One reason why Marxist-Leninist gov -nments for many years
had such success enslaving new populations is that they
were able to operate across international boundaries from
the sanctuary of countries already under their control.
Perhaps the most interesting international development of
recent years is that, for the first time in generations,
most of the major insurgencies in the world are against

M rxist-Leninist governments, as in Afghanistan, Angola,
and Nicaragua.

President Reagan has said that we have no obligation to
protect the Sandinista government against its own people.

I can assure you that the U.S. attitude toward it would
improve if that government stopped supporting international
terrorism, held free elections, and restored the religious,
press, economic, travel and other freedoms now denied
Nicaraguans.

Enclosed is some related information which may be of intere
and use to you.

Sincerely,

Morton C. Blackwell,
Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

Enclosures

Mr. S. Jav Currv,

Ave ave if =i

Canton, Illinois 61520



One reason why Marxist~Leninist governments for many years
had such success enslaving new populations is that they
were able to operate across international boundaries from
the sanctuary of countries already under their control.
Perhaps the most interesting international development of
recent years is that, for the first time in generations,
most of the major insurgencies in the world are against
Marxist-Leninist governments, as in Afghanistan, Angola,
and Nicaragua.

President Reagan has said that we have no obligation to
protect the Sandinista government against its own people.

I can assure you that the U.S. attitude toward it would
improve if that governr 1t stopr 1 1ipporting international
terrorism, held free elections, 14 restored the religious,
press, economic, travel and other freedoms now denied
Nicaraguans.

Enclosed is some related information which may be of interest
and use to you.

Sincerely,

Morton C. Blackwell,
Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

Enclosures

Sister Jeanette Pitts
365 North Third Avenue
Canton, Illinois 61520



One reason why Marxist-Leninist governments for many years
had such succ ss er laving new populations is that they
were able to operate across international boundaries from
the sanctuary of countries already under their control.
Perhaps the most interesting international development of
recent years is that, for the first time in generations,
most of the major insurgencies in the world are against
Marxist-Leninist governments, as in Afghanistan, Angola,
and Nicaragua.

President Reagan has said that we have no obligation to
protect the Sandinista government against its own people.
~in assul  you tl : the U.S. attitude toward it would
improve if that government stopped supporting international
terrorism, held free elections, and restored the religious,
press, economic, travel and other freedoms now denied
Nicaraguans.

Enclosed is some related information which may be of interest
and use to you.

Sincerely,

Morton C. Blackwell,
Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

Enclosures

Mr. Rodney Orr
430 North Avenue F
Canton, Illinois 61520



One reason why Marxist-Leninist governments for many years
had such success enslaving new populations is that they

v ‘e able to operate across inter: =ional boundaries from
the sanctuary of countries already under their control.
Perhaps the most interesting international development of
recent years is that, for the first time in generations,
most of the major insurgencies in the world are against
Marxist-Leninist governments, as in Afghanistan, Angola,
and Nicaragua.

President Reagan has said that we have no obligation to
protect the Sandinista government against its own people.

I can assure you that the U.S. attitude toward it would
improve if that government stopped supporting international
terrorism, held free elections, and restored the religious,
press, economic, travel and other freedoms now denied
Nicaraguans.

Enclosed is some related information which may be of interest
and use to you.

Sincerely,

Morton C. Blackwell,
Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

Enclosures

Ms. Sylvia A. Juraco
326 West Olive Street
Canton, Illinois 61520



One reason why Marxist-Leninist governments for many years
had such success enslaving new populations is that they
were able to operate across international boundaries from
the sanctuary of countries already under their control.
Perhaps the most interesting international development of
recent years is that, for the first time in generations,
most of the major insurgencies in the world are against
Marxist-Leninist governments, as in Afghanistan, Angola,
and Nicaragua.

President Reagan has said that we have no obligation to
protect the Sandinista government against its own people.

I can assure you that the U.S. attitude toward it would
improve if that government stopped supporting international
terrorism, held free elections, and restored the religious,
press, economic, travel and other freedoms now denied
Nicaraguans.

Enclosed is some related information which may be of interest
and use to you. '

Sincerely,

Morton C. Blackwell,
Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

Enclosures

Miss Janet Taylor
268 West Olive
Canton, Illinois 61520



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
December 5, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY

THROUGH :

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Jack Courtemanche

Morton C. Blackwell

Regional Outreach Briefings on Central America

On Friday afternoon, December 2, I met with Otto Reich and

others of his State Department colleagues regarding our

planning for White House outreach briefings in selected

major United States' cities. We left in agreement on the
>llowing points:

l.

The State Department Public Affairs Office would
arrange for co-sponsorship in each city. Co-
sponsors would be groups such as the World
Affairs Council, the Chamber of Commerce, Kiwanis,
Rotary, etc. The idea is to find sponsors that
would not be identified with either end of the
political spectrum but towards the center.

The invitations would be from the White House
and, depending upon the speakers,would read
something like: "The White House Office of
Public Liaison, the U.S. Department of State,
the U.S. Department of Defense and the Agency
for International Development, in cooperation
with the Pittsburgh World Affairs Council and
the Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce
cordially invite you to attend a briefing on
United States policy in Central America."

7
by the local sponsoring organization. The list
would be submitted to the White House to make
sure that the major opinion leaders in each
locality are included. This would include the
prominent educators, clergy, union leaders,
business leaders, and local editors, publishers,
and broadcasters. The idea here is for the
invitation list to reach out beyond those normally
invited to foreign policy briefings.



4. Target citi 5. We plan eventually to cover all
twenty-four of the cities we have been discussing
for some time, but we will start with one pair
of cities. Either Philadelphia and Pittsburgh,
or Cincinnati and St. Louis, depending upon the
availability of appropriate sponsors.

5. Sponscre, For the first pair of cities, we will
no. shuut for "superstars" such as Secretary of
State Shultz, or Secretary of Defense Weinberger,
but will go f¢ a reasonal” /7 balanced te¢e n of
three sponsors, one each from the defense area,
the diplomacy area and the development area.

6. Funding for the hall will be provided by the local
sponsoring organization. Each agency will fund the
travel expenses of its personnel. The invitations
will be issued by the White House.

7. Schedulina, Otto Reich's office will coordinate
this witi: che State Department Bureau of Public
Affairs, in consultation with the White House
Office of Public Liaison and other appropriate
offices. It was agreed that we would not schedule
any cities in the month immediately prior to each
respective state's Presidential primary. The first
pair of cities would be covered in mid-January,
after which we would evaluate this pilot and make
appropriate changes in procedures.

All in all, it was a very successful meeting. I expect that
we will, by the end of next week, have obtained sponsors,
sites, and speak rs for the first two cities Outreach Briefing.
MCB:jet

cc: Outreach Working Group Members



A QUESTIONNATIRE

Ple se take a few moments to complete this guestionnaire and
return it to: The Office of Public Liaison, Room #191-C DB,
The White House, Washington, D.C. 20500. Thank you.

1. How many Wednesday Central America briefings, approximately,
have you attended?

2. Please comment on the usefulness of the briefings you have
attended.

3. What topics would be of interest to you for future speakers
to address?

4. Who would be of particular interest to you as a speaker?

5. Would you 1 :>ommend changing the format of the briefings?
If so, how?

6. Have the materials which have been distributed to date
been useful to you?

7. What additional types of materials/information would be
useful to you?

8. Has your organization engaged in any outreach activities?
For example: speakers/programs on Central America, op- 1
pieces, newsletters, articles in publications of your

organization, etc. Please specify.






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

A QUESTIONNAIRE

Please take a few moments to ¢ lete this gquestionnaire and
return it to: The Office of Puplic Liaison, Room #191-0OEOB,

The White House, Washington, D.C. 20500. Thank you.

1. How many Wednesday Central America briefings, approximately,
have you attended?

2. Please comment on the usefulness of the briefings you har
attended.

3. What topics would be of interest to you for future speake:
to address?

4. Who would be of particular interest to you 3 a sy ik :?

5. Would you recommend changing the format of the briefings?
If so, how?

6. Have the materials which have been distributed to date
been useful to you?

7. What additional types of materials/information would be

useful to you?

Has your organization engaged in any 1itreach activitie
For example: speakers/programs on Central America, op-ed
pieces, newsletters, articles in publications of your
organization, etc. Please specify.






October 28, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: THE MEMBERS AND GUESTS OF THE WHITE HOUSE
OUTT™".CH WORKING GROUP ON CENTRAL AMERICA

FI1: F "7 Ry 1 Whittlesey, Q[/
)i tant to the President -
for Public Liaison

SUBJECT: Meetings for November

Following is a listing of our principal speakers and
room locations for the Central American Outreach Meetings
for the month of November. As usual, all meetings will
begin at 2:30 p.m.:

November 2 - "Grenada"
1 Honorable ¢ 3 Michel,
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
for Inter-American Affairs
Room #450 - 01d Executive Office Building

November 9 - "El Salvador as Seen by Its Youth"
Fernando Aceto
Ana Vicky Morales
Ana Berrios
Eduardo Torres
Bertha Van Ripper
Marisa Fortin
(NOTE: Only two of the above students
will be speaking after having returned
from a speaking tour of the United States)
Room #450 - 0ld Executive Office Building

November 16 - "The Situation in the Caribbean"
General John Vessey,
Chairman

November 23 - CANCELLED (Due to Thanksgiving Holiday)

November 30 - "KGB Disinformation in the Media and Other
Soviet Active Measures"
Mr. Arnaud De Borchegrave, noted author/lecturer
Room #2008 - New Executive Office Building

If --ou han any questions, please contact: Mrs. Joyce
Thomann, Office of Pul” Lc Liaison (202) 456-2657.











