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Morton,
This paper -- which should be of obvious utility to
Whittlesey's Central American task force -- w: prepared

by one of our post-graduate summer interns under the

supervision of Dr, Hilliard of our staff.

I thought it might come in handy for you. Need more

copies?
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ANTI-HEL1IGLUL ACTIN LI LIy oyl ua

Matthew Stjepcevich

Increasingly over the last twenty years, Catholic clerics
and lay workers have become more visible and active in
revolutionary movements all over Central and Latin America.

At the same time, the number of murdered Catholic clerics
and lay workers has increased s well. For example, the
Church pulled out all remainino priests from the Guatemalan
province of El1 Quiche because the attrition rate due to

arder was so high. Why have 1 mnbers of the Church become
the targets of this violence? And why is there the [ rception
among policy-makers that the actions of some clergy in Central
An r-ica seem to dovetail with Marxist ambitions in the area?
It is not difficult to draw that conclusion given the fact
that four priests, primarily Maryvknoll missionaries and
Je 1its, serve in the ruling Sandinista regime in Nicaragua.1
And yet: the greatest irony of all is the increasing evidence

of religious persecution in Nicaragua despite outside percep-

tions of Church support for the Sandinista regime.

“a Attack on Catholics

-7 2 Catholic Church is by far the largest religious institution

! >
the same problems as the Church in ott - itral American
nations, the Nicaraguan Church has found itself in a unigue

and dangerous situation, confronting an entirely new set



of problems caused by the revolutic and tt ir ct aging ro:

within that revolutionary situation.

The Catholic Church in Nicaragua has in fact been
the farc : of increasing harassment since Archbishop Obando
Yy c-avo renounced his support for the Sandinistas in 1980.
No supporter of ;pe Somoza regime, Archbishop Obando allowed
organizing activities by clerics on behalf of the FSLN
(Spanish initials: Sandinist Front for National Liberation)
and explicitly endorsed the people's right to revolt after
the National Guard had been implicated in the murder of
a number of priests in 1979. However, tensions began to
develop after he concluded that the goal of the Sandinistas

1Is to establish a Marxist-Leninist dictatorship.

A major part of his opposition ster from the attempt
by the government to encourage the formation of "peoples'
churches". During the last decade, clerics and lay workers
organized Catholic "base Eommunities“ in urban and rural
a1 1s throughout Latin America. The base community serves
as a locus for certain kinds of grass roots organizing
activities (unions, study groups, neighborhood committees,etc.).
- Small wonder then, with the base communities' grass roots
, 1
Defense Committees to them? These are modelled after Cuban

Committees for the Defense of the Revolution. They provide

nei borhoc - surveillance, allocate certain rationed items,



grant internal travel permits and the like. These com-
binations of base communities and Sandinista Defense Committees
are the so-called "peoples' churches". These organiz: ions
refuse to accept the authority of the Archbishop and are
correctly perceived as a threat to the integrity of the
Church. Incidents have been reported that when the Archbishop
or his functiona;}es have attempted to replace priests in
"Peoples' Churches” with those who accept his authority

t! replacements have encountered beatings and other forms

of physical and verbal abuse at the hands of mobs. These
mobs, organized by the DGSE and the Sandinista Defense
Committees are sarcec tically referred to as "las turbas
divinas” ~- the divine mobs. Unnamed officials of the
Nicaraguan Democratic Front have alleged specifically that

Fr. Ernesto Cardenal is a main organizer of these entities
while Edgard Macias Gomez, former Sandinista vice-minister

of labor, singles out Interior Minister Tomas Borge?

The size and influeﬂce of the "peoples' churches" is
a matter of debate. Some observers contend that they
are primarily concentrated in and around Managua and
since they are government affiliated (through the Sandinist
" Defense Committees) they receive an inordinate amount of

.

that the Sandinistas are attempting to establish a new
church, the "Sandino-Christian rite", complete with icons

of Sandino, prayers to its own vantheon of martyred Sandinistas
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and even the beginnings of a cult of resurrection.

T} "peoples' churches" are a direct threat to the authority
of the Church hierarchy. Pope John Paul II, during h:

March visit to Nicaragua, stated that it was "absurd and
dangerous to imagine that outside -- if not to say against --
the Church built around the bishop there should be another
church, conceived.only as 'charismatic' and not institutional,
' ¢' and not traditional, alternative and as it has been

called recently a peoples' church."”

Evidence of manipulation of crowds during the I pal
visit continues to grow. A recent defector from Nicaragua,
Miguel Bolanos Hunter, an intelligence operative with
General Directorate for State Security (Sp. initials: DC 3)
related how he participated in operations to load the crowds
attending Papal visits with supporters of the Sandinistas
and prohibiting anti-Sandinista Catholics from attending
through the use of mobs to intimidate the faithful. Mr.
“»lanos contends that activitibs against the Catholic
Church are part of a broader scheme to neutralize and

discredit all forms of democratic opposition before the
6

stage-managed elections in 1985. (This writer uses the
" term "stage-managed" since junta coordinator Daniel Ortega
convinced that we represent the will of the people and
for this reason there is no need to hold elections on
7

that particular point.") It appears, however, the Papal

\ .t we a prc aganc f! sco for tI regime s: =e many












the existing sc .al order, for, by its v y sl ﬂ}owness
1
this reformism pery tuates the existing system” and

"Dev lopmentalism thus came to be synonymous with reformism
]

1at is to say, synonymous with timid measures. . .

There is an economic component stressing dependence
theory that uses both Marxist and anti-American rhetoric.
"The dynamics of fhe capitalist economy lead to the
establishment of a center and a veriphery, simultaneously
generating progress and growing wealth for a few and
social imbalances, political tensions and poverty for 1 =2
many. .."12and . . . underdevelopment can only be
understooé as a byproduct of capitalist development in

> West. . ."13 and ". . . there can only be authentic
developr 1t for Latin Ar -ica only if there is liberation
frr the domination exercised by the great capitalist
countries, and especially by the most powerful, the

14

United States of America.: A socialist system is
favored: ". . . difficulties in reconciling Jjustice and
private ow :rship have led many to the conviction that
'private ownership of capital leads to t! dichotomy of

capital and labor, to the superiority of the cavitalist

-over the laborer, to the exploitation of man by man. . .

mz s evident the necessity of its reduction or suppression
15

for the welfare of society. . .
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"This is a meaningless promise in a country without Jews."”

Mr. Borge went on to state that ". . . full freedom of
religious expression exists in Nicaragua for the first time

29
in ov = histc y." The record however indicates otherwise.

Anti-religious activities on the part of the Sandinista
regime have not been limited to any single group but
have cut across many lines. Anti-Sandinista Catholics,
Protestant Miskito Indians, evangelical missionaries and
Nicaraguan Jews have all been targets of repressive
activities. Although the dynz ics have been different
in each case, the result in all cases has been the same --

repr s;sion of religious and ethnic identity.
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Lieutenant General

Daniel O. Graham
United States Army, Retired

September 6, 1983

Mr. Morton Blackwell

S} -. Asst. to the President
for Public Liaison

191 01d Executive Office Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Morton:

We've set up an exchange program with other organizations,
and 1'd like you to get the same info:r ation on a regular
basis.

Enclosed is the latest package we sent to thes organiza-
tions. It includes letters sent to the Hill and tI latest
issue of Nefence Watch,

As always, your comments are appreciated.

Sincerely,

=

Henry L. Waltt =
Executive Vice P1 sident
HLW/peb
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Yet, incredibly, you voted to cut off all aid to the "C »Htra"
Freedom Fighters in Nicaragua.

Not only 1s Nicaragua beir used as a base for fomer ing
Marxist-Leninist revolutions in Central America, the Sandinista
gov 'nment has stolen the revolution from the Nicaraguan people
who fought for democracy.

It has imposed a new dictatorship, refuses to hold free
el :tions that it promised -- in writing -- to the Organization
of American States, and has initiated heavy censorship of the
media.

In short, the people of Nicaragua today are denied the
basic human rights of international law by a government sworn
t the totalitarian doctrines of Marxism-Leninism.

Your vote on July 3th giv s the Soviet leaders a f
hand in the internal affairs of Central American Nations
a green light to the Marxist-Sandinista government of Ni¢ 1a
to @id leftist rebels in overthrowing the democratic gove 1t
B Salvador.

In effect, you are allowing Nicaragua to ‘exist as a sanctuary
for international Marxisi-terrorists.

1f the United Stat ; Congr 3 is unwilling to support
the cause for democracy in Central America, how can we expect
the people of the recion to risk t}! ir lives for 1t?

Congresswoman, you and your colleagues who voted to cut
off aid to the Freedom Fighters in Nicaragua should hang your
heads in shame.

Sincerely,
e ;2//
Henry L. Walther

Executive Vice President
HLW/peb
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