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Edited Transcript of Ambassador-at-Large
Vernon A. Walters' Address to the
Outreach Group on Wednesday, August 24,
1983, 1430 Hours, Room 450 EOB

I would like to talk a little bit about Central America,
an area which has occupied a considerable portion of my life
at various times and I would like to try, insofar as I can,
to di el a number of myths concerning Central America.
You know the Hispanic peoples know what you mean when you
say the "Liendra Negra" - the "Black Legend". The black
legend is that the Spaniards went to South America and burned
the Indians, and all they were interested in was getting gold.
They were a mystery to the Indians and exterminated them and
¢ rally didn't behave like we noble Anglo-Saxons who treated
ours so well. Well, the fact is that they had a couple of
universities going a hundred yé;rs before Harvard was founded.
And -secondly, as one Spaniard said to me, "Our Indians are still
there. Where are yours?" That black legend has been transferred
to us. The other day I was in Spain and someone said "Well,
Willy Brandt and Carlos Andrez Perez put out a statement and
said that the United States is principally to blame for the
situation in Central America. What do you have to say about

that?" I said, "They are both distinguished statesmen." I
in my office recently and he certainly didn't say anything
like that to me. But I said, "You know, regardless of how
remarkable they are, it is just as difficult for them to be

always right as it is for the United States to be always wrong."
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Now, one of the principal myths about Central America is
that it is our backyard. It is not our backyard; it is our
front lawn. And what happens there is of vital interest to
us. It is the land bridge between us and South America and
the incalculable reserves of that continent which we want to
make sure are lined up on the side of freedom. The second
myth is t' - the United States regards all ir arrections
against injustice and oppression as Communist inspired.
They're not. But when they identify themselves as such, we
have to take them seriously. When Umberto Ortega, one of
the Nicaraguan Commandantes, says, "Marxism-Leninism is the
gui¢c of £ -dinismo, and without Marxism-Leninism, there
is no Sandinismo," we've got t@ take him seriously. That
is not the US saying it, that is Ortega himself saying that
he is. And he said it in a document put out by the Public
Relations Department of the People's National Sandinista Army
of Liberation. Fidel Castro, on the 6th of June, 1961, said,
"I became a Communist at the age of seventeen; I am one now,
and will be one until the day I die.” So much for the

New York Times theory that we pushed him into their arms. I

mean, he said so him¢ L(f. We didn't take Adloph Hitler's

isly : it turr out to t
serious: About twenty five million dead. So it is not a
question of we regarding all of these people whoare rebelling
against social injustice or against oppression, against various

forms of dictatorship, as all being Communist. Only wi 21 they






it still took Pearl Harbor to get us into the war. It is very
difficult to get a democracy to go to war other than in re: onse
to 1 attack upon itself. And this is one of the reasons why,
not just philosophically but pragmatically, we believe a
pluralistic, democratic society is a good thing, not just for
us, but for the people of Central and South America and all

over the world in fac ..

It is also a question of the maintenance of peace. You
are far more likely to have peace where there are democratic
regimes than where there are dictatorial regimes. And that
is a very powerful factor. Large wars often grow from sm: 1
wars. World War II grew out of a war between Poland and
Gern 21y. World War I grew out of a war between At tria and
Serbia. So the importar thing is that we do not ave wail-
which can grow. The third thing is that this area is not
just important to us. It is even more.important that our
enemies do not obtain control of it. Because then we do
have a soft underbel. . BAmericans ask, what does El1 Salvador
have to do with me? Well, El Salvador is closer to San Antonio

than San Antonio is to Boston. You know, during the Falklands

said, "It was in this room that Neville Chamberlain said,
speaking of Czechoslovakia in 1938, 'Why should we go to war
for this far distant country about which we know so little

ar with which we have so little in common?' And," she added,












Bay there is today the largest electronics intelligence
station the Soviet Union maintains outside the Soviet Union
with the single exception of Lourdes in Cuba. And, if you

)k at Cam Ranh Bay today, you can see Soviet aircraft on
the field. This for that part which said the North Vietnamese
didn't want to be subject to the Soviets, didn't want to be
subject to the Chine 2; they just wanted to go their own
little independent way.

I submit that when Mr. Ortega tells us that Sandinismo

is guided by Marxism--Leninism, we have to tak him =2riously.
And, obviously, a large number of his fellow con indar 3s have
taken him seriously since a large number of the members of
the original junta have left Because they realize that the
the revolution has ! :.en betrayed. And what does a "revolution
v’ hout frontiers" of which the Nicaraguans speak mean? It
means you keep goint until you get to the U.S. border.
And you just take them one by one with the o0ld salami tactics.
Everyor said the d 1ino theory was discredited. Was it?
Vietnam fell. Camb lia fell with the g1 1itest genocide in

history, proportionally to population. Laos fell. Those

told these were the little farmers that just wanted to cul-~-
tivate their little plots of rice and not bother anybody.
And that is exactly what we are hearing now about the
Sandinistas, who have the largest army in Central America,

an army that is not big enough to stop us but is { r too big
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course of human history since we came out of the caves;
the course of that history has been in the direction of

E ]

gr 1i1ter freedom and ¢ yjnity for tl individual. Many tyrants
have t 1porarily stopped that flow. None has ever stopped

it permanently. And he medieval tyranny that is masquerading
as modern Marxism will not escape from the inexorable tide

of history. It is ov job to help the tide of history. We

must not be found wan' ' ig or no one knows what the consequer :s

will be.
























-- Fort De France (Martinique) radio revorts Grenadian
army divided and indil at s another cour 1is pc sible. Heavy
weapcns fire 1s repcrted.

-—- Special U.S. Presidential emis 2ry McNeil arrives in
Bartados to ccnfer with Caribl 1 leaders (Adams of Barbados,
Seaga £ Jamaica, Char s of Dominica).

e

-— U.S., U.K., Canadians, V 1ezuelans, United Nations
Devel« 1t Program, etc. work cn arrangements for evacuation
of foreigners by sea and air from Grenada.

- Alrport remains closed.
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"~he OZCS states, in taking lawful ccllectiy ac%tion,

W
free to czll upcn other concerned :ates, including t Jniife
States, £Lor assistance : their { »>rt to maint "1 tk 2zCe
ané security of the Carizbean. A: Lstance given in response to
zmeir recuest 1s itself lawful. Moreover, U.S. cooperation
wi== the collective security force permitted the safe
evacuaticn of endangered U.S. citiz 1s. Such humanitarian

action is justified by well-estz lished principles of
international law.

7e President's orders to the U.S. military forces are to

coope: re with the OECS in entering Grenada, to facilitate the
carture of 21l U.S. and foreign nationals who wish to leave,

and to help Grenada's neighbors work with the people of Grenada

to restore order. U.S. support of the CZCS military action
will be for these purposes only.

"~e éo not at th{ point know _. :
visional government will tazke. This
bhem_elves to determine. ‘

T ster~ the
the Grenadiar

"One <hing is certain: all govermments :rticipating in
collective action will withdraw their forces just as soon
ircumstances permit.”

v (t
n
O
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Sugna eted Mt ]1jine

The following is a first thought about topics which might form

the basis for an interagency i formation document on Grenada.

1. Threats +~ M_§. Cit.
~—- Before the action -- re¢ sons for concern.
-- After the collective security action -- testimony of

U.S. citizens and information undercovered on the island.

2. Caribbean Democracy's Invitation to the U.S. Government.

-- Chronology of events on Grenac and the request by

eight Caribl in democracies.

-- Appeal of the Governor-General to OECS prime ministers

¢ d his juridicial role.

-- 1e inter-American polit :al -- jur 1icial t adition
under the OAS -- precedence for the action, e.g., 1965

Dominican Republic.
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6. Ciihan andA/nr Qnuviet+ Rinr Rnle in the MnrAer of t+he

1 :tion.

7. Generally Democratic Traditiors and Tnetitntions of

GRrenada

-—- Political parties.

-— Trade unions.

-— Civic associations.






c. At the same time, we must r« st external penetration. To pro 3t
democratic reform with adequate security requires intraregional cooperation.

d. Latin Americans as well as North Americans must be involved if we
expect to succeed. A continuing North-South wo ng relationship among
concerned citizens of all the Americas is, therefore, a necessity.

C. Name: "Americas Coalition”

_We propose to call our movement the Americas Coalition — in Spanish
'ion Américas — to express t! mutuality of interests among the people «
the Unite States, Central and South America, Mexico, the C ‘bbean. An
appropriate slogan for our efforts would be: "Keep the Amecricas Free."

D. Organization

The launching of the Americas Coalition must take place at once, but it can
proceed in phases as resources become available., The organization will have four
incipal components:

1. Director

The first step is to employ a Director, preferably full-time. He will
establish an Advisory Board and in consuitation with the Advisory Board will
set up the program and put together a small supporting staff. He will also
coordinate all activities, raise funds, and eventually set up local chapters.
The person selected for this post is Daniel James, a highly respected
political analyst with over twenty-five years of experience in Latin American
affairs. He has written several major works on the region includii studies
of Cuba and El Salvador.

2. Advisnrv Board

Key American leaders, Republi and Dem: atie, will be invited to
serve on a working Advisory Board.








