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CUBAN PATRIGrIC BOARD 
METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON AREA 

P. O. Box 404, Merrifield, VA., 22ll6 

Dr. Cesar Sepfil.veda, Chairman, 
Inter-American Human Rights Commission, 

• • Organization of American States, 
F and 19th. Sts. NW., 
Washington, D.C., 20006 •. 

Distinguished . Mr •. Chair man: 
. .. - -,-·--- -- --- - --- - - - ·-· - ·- --- --·--·- ···- -

October 3, 1983 

In the condit ion that I have accredit ed since t he· creation 
of that Commission, as the Coordinator for t he Washington Area of almost all organiza­
tions of former Cuban political prisoners, and also i n my condition of representative ~ 
of t he Cuban Patriotic Board , it i s my privilege to address you and, t~ol.lgh your in­
t ercession the honorable members of" the Commission,~1n order-to e xpress our grat i tude 
once more fc)r the opportunity afforded me to appear before t he Commission, in order to 
state an_d denounce the :f ollcming !. 

Through_ -he reports . that, we have r eceived. we have learned that , after a l engthy 
drafting process-,--4;he-Ge.nmt!ss-ion has compl eted &nd i s get ting r eacl:y to debate the ap­
proval of t he Seventh Report. about. t ho Human Rights Situation in Cuba, in a genera l & 
comprensive manner , not only including viol ations against polit i cal prisoners ' h1..UD,an 
i ghts , . es peciaD y- the s o-called 11 Pl a nta dos ", all -of whom have een ·ub jected and con­

t inue being the vict ims of of. 11 crue l , sub-human and degrading t reat ment ", but also the 
\"iolations against the human. rights that t he whol e of t he Cuban people is enduring , 
both those in the I sland and the ones in exile, a million Cubans who are not able t o 
r et urn t o t h ir· native country . That commeridabl e work by the Commis s i on must r eceive 1 

-- at _ thi tLtime..,.-our grat t ud , des. :Lt e m · not havi ng l ea ned about the t ext of t e 
Sevent h Report ·*· 'f hus. , we wil l r aserv our f i .na.l op· · on f or- t hat opportuni t y . ------

Along· this pr ocess, we have contr·ibuted denouncements and test imonies on the viola­
tions against ~u human . rights list ad in the American Declarat ion of Human Rights · an.d 
Duti es and, furthermor e,. in the American Conventi on on· Human Right s of t he Organization 
o American States. The structure of the International System f or t he prot ecti on of. . 
human r ights, _~ t he sphere of t he Amer icas, has been destr oyed in Cuba. 

Besides those denouncements and. testimonies , our appearances together with f ormer 
_ mal e & f emale former Cuban politica l pr i s oner s ; we have accompanied the l ega l texts that 

have been r equested of us , in. which it i s possible t o ver ify without any doubt ,. t he INSTI­
TUTIONAL VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTs·:m CUBA .. We delivered all t he texts request ed by the 
i llust rious late member of t hat Commissi on, t he Brazilian j urist Dr .. Carlos Dunshee de 
Abranches , for t he gener al meeting of t he Commiss i on, and we offered t hen , as we do now , 
all of our humble cooperation for the intended purposes. 

The INSTITUTI ONAL VI OIATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS in Cuba stems f r om the so~alled Social­
is ~const i tut i on of 1976 , as wel l as from the "laws " and "legal regulat i onstt t hat are in· 
f?rc e in Cuba. We ar e dealing with nothing less than the destruction of values and prin­
c pl es , attr'but es and rights wh 'ch are inseparable from t he human per s on, worked out, 

oc · d a d r ec gni zed in the Judea-Christ ian ci vilizat i on , es pecially in the Amer i cas , 
·t h t he result · g displacement and sust itut i on of t he juri dical and pol itica l structure 

t guarantee thos e rights , values · and princi pl es . This ia inher ent t o the Socialist - . 
Marxis t - Leninis~ system, unable to exist wit hout t hose monstruous viol ations of the rights 

f h~ . be7ng • ·. A s imil ar t hing happened wit,h Hitler I s Nazism, tr.at l ed to the al aut,-
er of s million J ews . Both stems , in ess ence and practice , are equal as t o denying 
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rights to the human person, regardless a£ their using different methods and fallacious 
justifications. 

That is what t he SEVENTH REPORT -deal s wit h: I NSTITUTIONAL VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN CUBA, confronting the system established in Cuba, that viol ates those human rights 
consecra'tled by the Judeo-Christian ci.vilizati on that prevails in the Americas; not only- -
casuistic and de .factp violati ons, but the st~11cture of a whol e system that runs count er 
to the human being I s dignity and rights. 

We have been offered in various opportuni ties t hat INSTTIUTIONAI. VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS JN CUBA would be included in this SEVENTH REPORT, and otherwise we know that t he 
Commissi on was created t o prot ect,. safeguard, monitor and defend those rights _inherent 
to men· andwomen of t he Americas. That historical r ole i s incumbent upon you today, arid 
t hat is the reason why·we' are appearing before you~ 

.... . :·~-- . ' .. ~. . 

· . · · The destruction of- the Cuban Natiorial Spirits of' its traditions, i ts spiritual and • 
mor a l _ values, - i ts (!tuture that is t.he cul t ure of . the Americas and t hat of the Judeo­
Christian civ:U ization,: ought t o be in a priority place among -the -violations of human 
r i ghts, s:pice t he latter · are-· t-he -·warranty--and- s-af eguard of t he human being I s di gnity •. 
Jose, l{g,rt .1.,. the· Apostle _ or Cuban: Freedoms said it:" · 11The· f irst l aw of t he Republic 1nust 
be r espect !'or t.he f ull }1u.f!i8.!1 d1g11j_t y . 11 That r es pect does not exis t in Cuba now. 

' . . --------
L _.· The: InternationaI .Commissi on o! Juri sts,: an. organism adscribed to the Uni ted Nations; 
--- ___.:u..a:t.filL.Several yea.rs. ago ~- 11 'fiTE. RUIE · OF. LAW DOES NOT EXIST. IN CUBA i t That stat ement ,. ts.­

sued_ by f ree persons i n. t he West er n Wo1°J.d, is i n f ull. f orce today. 

There does not exist - in Cuba a basic". 11RU1E -OF LAW11 .for t he guarantee of human r ights, 
but a MARXI ST- U~NINI ST TOTAL TA.RIAN STA1:E ,. t bat v_' (,lat es 11uma.r1- right s i n a t otalitarian 
fashion .,. · 

Dis criminat ion in Cuba i s t ot alitarian. There i s di scr i_minat i on a._nd persecution on 
account f pol :i.tica be ·.efs ) r eligious pract ices 011d r ace . Ther wer e J2 , 500 Jew in 
Cu a when l..far:ici.sm ·... rl.sll.. acceded._ · o ___ power ,~c:,nd _o ,J;y_ .600 of.~theDL ar e - - e t-t a.y----

We have d.enoun .ed &1 d pr ) ren that w ,rke:r·s have J.ost all t heir r ights. t o ass emble, 
to, ass ociat e, t o strike, t o change empl oyment) to r equest salary i ncrea s es , t o obtain a 
minimum number of working hours ( the so-callee!. "vol unt ary ·-.orkn i."1•,a 7 -; dat es that ::-i.ght) . 
When workers _ desired to establish a l abor union s imilar to SOLIDARITY ,- in Pol and, their __ 
r epr es ent at i ves wero per 0 ecut. cd , ilnpr isoned e,nri s entenced to ength,r t erms .and even. t o 
execut ion by firing squads . · 

-----
Freedoms of" t.hou.ght and expressi on have been abolished .. All ommunicat i ons media 

are· irr t.he- hands: of t hs TOTAL... RI.AN STA ·~ . 

There is no RELIGI OUS FREEDOM}. only a mockery of f eedcm t o deceive t he naive. 

Ther·e i s no FREE EDUCATI ON; s:ince. ther e a..nnot be any educat ion without f r eedom~ 
Marxist-Leninist indoctri nat i on is not ech1.cati on. A great Cuban educat or , Don Jose de 
la Luz y Caballero, stat <;;d : 11AnyonE: can :tnst nict ;- only he who i s a live Gos pel is able 
to educa.te. 11 But t he gos pel that i s taught i n Cuba p.ow is t hat of hate , n.9_t of love. 

Everything we affirm has been proven before the Commissi on with our denouncements , 
es o · e and pl 1.t if 11 document at i onc Fur her ore 1 :i.t does not esca pe t e wi . dom of 
ha Co ssion , acquired t hr ough :its invest igati ons and exper i ences . 
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Those who oppose _the dictates .. of the regime continue to be executed by firing squads 
in Cuba. At the Managua military encampment, only ten miles away from La Habana, young­
s ters who refuse to serve the Soviet Union in Asia, Africa and Latin-America are being 
executed.. Relatives of the victims do not even have the consolation of interring their 
dead ones. When they inquire about them, they are told that "they are performing some 
internationalist task or function, and that commtmication with them is not possible. 11 

Mourni ng relatives are not able to ins i st in t;heir inquires, because they run the risk 
of being imprisoned and depr ived of their meager resources. 

Timely and effective intervention. by the Inter-American. Human Rights Commission, in 
,~ many ins·tances·, has saved the. lives or achieved t he releases of many 6ubans •. That reg ime 

:ears t he public condemnations of the Coonn:issi on, although t he latter is ,prevented from 
i nvestigat ing in loco., ,. 

. ~ · - . . 

In. this appearance,. we wish t o request: onc e more the urgent: intervention of the Com-
miss ion, on behalf of the 11 PLANTADOS 11 prisoners in the Boniato and other prisons, as well ~ 
as· for the benefi t of a ll Cuban male and female poli ttcal prisoners. A few o·f them have 
been released from prison, but they are _for bidden to _leave Cuban ter:?=itory,_. We could 

· -- -rnentton-an extensive · H s·t ·of them,. bu t we will only· cite the case of Dr. Andf~s Vargas 
. G~ez, a grandson of. Generalisiroo M!ximo G6mez.. . .. .. __ . _ _ 

We requ estsd tlie urgen t inte-rven · i on- o f ~the -Gommiss-i-on--t-n- the--case-- of- forme-r--R-ebe-1-­
ArtJrf Connnander (from the Students' Directory) RAMON GUIN DIAZ, .who was imprisoned in 1965 
cmd1 :!.nee· January- 2..7', 1983, he · was· taken out of the so-called · 11 Combinado- del Este" 
v1: i s a 9 and bas disappeared.. Given the la.ck of c ommunicat ion that a ffli cts political 
pri soners , this situation has recently been known in the Cuban exiles' circles, but we 
f ear for his life~ 

We fu rthernior·e denounc e be for e y ou , Mr .. President, and the other members o f that 
C i s si on, a dramati c. and u;;genc cas e 1 that of Cuban political pris one r SII..VINO RODRI-
GUEZ: BARRIENTOS, who has been· kept incarcerated for 22 year s , and the l ast 10 years he 
h 1 1 btae to tally· i nco1n.rnttnic a d o f r om he exterio r world~. lfow I t be~ Ma rx i s t: ~LC!n ir: i s t re. 
gi me c ac using l i ni. f o ~ !1consp:i. racy 11 y and we have j ust leal~ned and are no t ifying that 

-Commissi on as anot he r d~nounc ement , t h11 t t hey intend t o execute Hr . I ODRIGUEZ BAB.RIEN­
TOS by a fi ri ng quad t hrough t:l at fa ls e accusa t i on , des pite his being impris oned . We. 
r espec t fully pet :Ltion. t he Ccmunission i.1.1 ord(1r for adequate preven.tat:tve meas ureF: t o be 

_taken and proper procedures t o be fol lowed, in order to spar e t .he life of thi.s C~ban 
political prisoner·,. to try to achieve his release from prison and to be allowed to 
l~ave Cuban terri ory,. ·- --

Anothe r Cuban. po li t ic 1 pri son.e r, GUI LLERMO CASASUS ,. has als o· be en transfe i:T ed to 
.t he Stata Security Department, as a prelude tha t extreme measures are going to be taken 
agairLst him., again in v i ola t i on of his human rights and imperiU.n g h:l. s life: ~ because of 
which t hee interv ention of the Commis sion :Ls a ls o r eques ted "' 

\.-T~ know that: thes e thr e e cases wil l not. be in.eluded in '! he SEVENT REPORT, wh ich is 
rd,,..eady i n t he proc es s for h s epp r ova1 1 bu t .. we r equest that t:hQ. Corrr.mi.s sio;;-~wou ld int er ­
v ne in accordanc e with its f acu lties , and we expece that res oluti ons will be adopted 
r ::..g <Ird ing s ame, as is u:,;; ual 1-1ith t he Commissi on , 

We res pec t full y request from t he Commi ss ion t hat 
will be included in the upcoming Annual Report of the 
ei on, 1982 -83, that will be s ubn itt ed t o he Gen er al 
,'JITUATION 01 HUMAN RI GHTS IN SEVERAL C- UNTRIES. 

t he hurna.n r:i.ghts situation in Cuba 
Inter-American Human Rights Commis-. 
s semb y of ·he OAS, r egardi ng the 

If the Marxist-Leninist reg i me vio lat es huma n rights i n Cuba , b<~c ause those viola­
t ions are inherent to the system i tsel f , it wou ld no t be s ufficient to condemn the ef~ 
fec ts of those violations, bu t also a11d princ ip~lly , t he causes t: hat produ ce those v1. ola-
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tions, that is, the Marxist-Leninis t system must be condemned because of its violating, 
INSTITUTIONALLY AND DE FACTO, HUMAN RIGHTS IN CUBA, in an open confrontation with the 
American Declaration of Human Rights and Duties, and with the principles and values-- of 
t he J udea-Christian civilization in the sphere of the Americas. · 

'The pres ent regime in Cuba fashi ons an ohm c as e of anti - lawfulness, or more prop­
erly stated, lack of lawfulness, and it must be declared thus • 

.,._ W'e. petition yc,u, Hon •. Mr-. , Chairman, and' the other- members of the- Inter-Ameri can. 
"' Commission on H~an Rights, of t he Orgardzat ion of American States, that everything 

hereby s tated and denounced will be considered wi t h the same el evation, r eflexion and 
res pect t hat have always been a fforded us, an~that we may r eceive t he same generous 
accep tance and considerat ion that we have. been. granted :i.rt past. opportunit ies· •. 

Yours with t he utmost consideration, · 

Dr., Cl audio F •--~ :;~~dI" 
Coordinator, Representative of the Cuban 

,__-"• Patriotic Board 8,nd several organizati.ons. 
· .,. .• •.•.·-'-·,.,.- · Ci f Ct1ban former po li t ·icaJ. p1: i.soners s· male 

and female._ 

I 



Dr. Cl audio F. Benedi • 
Junta Patriotica Cubana 
900 S.W. 1st Street 
Mi ~mi .!_ E 1 or_i da __ 33 l}Q_ _ 

Dear Mr. Benedi: 

WASHINGTON, O .C. 2.0510 

May 26, 1983 

On my behalf, and in that of my colleagues v,ho voted in favor of the 

1982 Joint Reso 1 ution (Symrns Amendment), we 1,vant to pub 1 i cly acknowledge 

our appreci a~ion for the assistance t hat ~e receiv~d from the Junta Patrioti ca 

Cubana. The May~20th __ meeting held in front of our U.S. Senate has had a 

great patriotic and political impact in supJort of President Reagan 1 s Central 
. 

America an<i Caribbean Policy. The document delivered to us has been included 

in the Congressional Record for permanent testi ~ony of this historic event. 

Please transmit to Dr. Varona our best wi shes for the success of the 

coming Convention of the- Junta Patriotica C:.i bana. We are highly appreciat ive 

of the Junta~s assistance in our joint endeavors on behalf of freedom i n 

Cuba and the Latin American countries, in t~eir struggle for liberty, 

democracy and the erradi~ation of corrur.unis rn 

Pl ease, Dr . Benedi, accept my heartfelt congratulations concerning 

your study of American law and .International Treaties, Conventions and 

Resoluti ons adopted by the United States. You are correct when-you state 

that our Government and PresidenLReagan have not only the right,- but a 

mora 1 and 1 ega_l ob 1 i ga ti on _ to expe 1 from this herni s~here _an extra-con ti nenta 1 

power, t he Soviet Union, that endangers the sec:.;rity, peace and liberty of 

America. 

ours,~ 

~/~~ 
- -- .- . - · ' - ·· -· · -- -- -- - ---
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SENAD.O DE.1.0S-3.ST.AUOS IJNIDO.S 
WASHINGTON, D • C., 20510 . 

Mayo 2, de 1,13 

Dr. Claudio F. Benedi 
Junta Patriotica Cubana 
,oo s.w. 1st. Street 
Miami, Fl. 33130 

Estimado Dr. Benedi: 
En mi nombre yen el de mis colegas que votaron a favor de la Resolu­

cion Conjunta de 19:2 (Enmienda Symms), deseamos reconocer publicamente nuestro agradeci­
miento por la ayuda que recibimos de la Junta Patriotica Cubana. 

Ia reunion celebrada el 20 de Mayo en las escaleras de nuestro Senado 
de ·los Estadcs Unidos ha tenido un gran impacto patriotico y politico en apoyo de la poli­
tica del ?residente Reagan para la America Central y el Cari.be. El documento que ustedes 
nos entregaron a nosotros ha sido incluido en el Registro del Congreso para que sea un tes­
timonio permanente de este acontecimiento historicoo 

Sirvase transmitir al Dr. Varona nuestros mejores deseos per~el exito 
de la proxima Convencion de la Junta Patriotica Cubana. Estamos muy agradecidos a la Junta 
por su ayuda en nuestros esfuerzos con~untos a favor de la libertad de Cuba y de las na­
ciones latino-americanas, en su lucha por la libertad, la democracia y la erradicacion del 
comunismo. 

Haga el favor, Dr. Benedi, de aceptar mis felicitaciones cordiales por 
su estudio de Derecho y las leyes de Estados Unidos en relacion con lcs tratados, convenios 
y resoluciones firmadas y ratificadas por Estados Unidos. Ud. esta en lo cierto al declarar 
que nuestro Gobierno y el Presidente Reagan tienen, no solo el derecho, s i ne tambien la obli• 
gacion moral y legal de P.xpulsar de este Hemisferio a la potencia extracontinental, Union 
Sovietica, que pone en peligro la seguridad, la paz y la libertad de las Americas. 

De. Yd. cordialmente, 

(fdo) Steve Symms 
Senador 
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Deputy Press Secretary t o the President 
The White House 
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Special Assistant'--?othe President 
Office of Public Liaison 
The \vhite House 

/ CARLISI..; Charles R . K°p ./~e,r /Ii.er~ ..... 
Bureau onomic and Business Affairs 
Depart f State 
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Special Assistant to the President 
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Agency for International Develo~ment 
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Bureau of Hu ma n Rights and Humanitarian Affai rs 
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✓ FONTJHNE, Roger. . . . . . . . . . 
Se nior Staff Member 
National Security Council kni. "',3~S 
The \vhi te House 

~-> A,.., b sJ· : //or /I £'«felt~ Dc,u.f/A.S rfx:'-. 
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V HUGHES , G. Philip. . . . . . . . . 395-4223 
Special Assistant for National Security Affairs 
Office o f the Vice President /(ft( •o29J> 
The White House 
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Depu~y~eneral Develq_p.merftOfficer 
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Deputy Spe&-U1 Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison 
The White House 

LENCZOWSKI , John . . . . . . 
Staff Member ~ 
National Security Council t.¾J>' 
The White House 
Washington , D. C. 20506 

MATHES , Dona 1d E . . . . 
Senior Policy Officer 
USIA 
400 C Street , S.W., 
Room #858 
Washington , ~~C . 20547 
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Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau of 
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Room #6828/EB 
Department of State 
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485-8644 
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Dep~~tment of State r 
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MON TOYA , Dr. Velma. . . . . . 456-6402 
Assistant Director for Strategy 
Office of Policy Develo9rnent 
Room #214 - OEOB 
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NICOLAIDES , Philip. 
Room #94 , OEOB 
The White House 
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--- -

Staff !-1ernber 
National Security Council 
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Washington, D.C. 20500 
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Sp ecial Assistant to the Assistant Secretary 
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Department of Inter ior 
18th & C Streets, N.W. 
Washington , D.C. 2024 0 

P·IEDRA~lberto M. . . . . 
Seniar- Policy Advisor 
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As you may have seen in various news reports, my Office 

is engaged in an outreach effort to tell the American public 

precisely what is at stake for the United States in Ce ntral 

America. 

On April 27th of this year, President Reagan asked to 

address a joint session of Congress. He made this req ue st 

because of his growing concern about the spread of communi sm 

in that area. 

You k now, there are many pe ople who s eem to believe 

that the Uriite d States r egards all insurrections against 

injustice and oppress i on as Communist inspired. 

They are not. And we know that. 

But in the case of Nica·ragua, for example when THEY, 

the new leaders of the Government of National Reconstruction 

identify themselves as communists shouldn't we take t hem 

at THEIR word? Daniel Ortega, the head of the Junta has 

said, "Marxism-Leninism is the guide of Sandinismo and 

without Marxism-Leninism, there is no Sandinismo." 

We have the words of Fidel Castro when he said, "I 

be came a Communist at the age of seventeen. 

and I will be one until the day I die." 

I am one now, 

And we have other, even more ominous words of the 

Nicaraguan Sandinistas when they and the Palestine Li be r a ­

tion Organization issued a joint communique in Mexico City 

in 1978 that "affirmed the ties of solidarity existing 

between their two revolutionary organizations" and declared 

they were united in their hatred of what they called the 
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"racist state of Israel." 

I am sure you have all heard the axiom, "Actions speak 

louder than words." We have the words of Castro and of 

the Sandinistas. Now, let us look at their actions. 

I would not for one minute presume to explain to you 

how the PLO treat the Jewish people. The stor i es are, 

unfortunately, be coming l e gion. But I think you need t o know 

that very close to our own home s the re is a n ti-Semi t ic 

activity going on in Central America. 

Let me share with you a few w o:rds from Mr. I saa c Stavisky 

a Nicaraguan J ewish refugee who spoke to our White House Out­

r each Work i ng Group on Central America on July the 20 t h: 

"The J e wish community has always been small, n umbe r ing 

about 50 families at its peak. Jews b e gan coming 

to Nicaragua in the late 1920's from Ea s t ern Eur ope . 

Nicaraguan Jews never encountered anti-s emitism 

until the Sandinistas started their r e volution. Eve n 

before the Sandinistas came to power, t he y began 

threatening Jews. In 1978, the Sandinistas sent 

a strong message to the entire community when the 

synago g ue was attacked by five Sandinis tas wearing 

f ace h a ndkerchiefs. They set the bui l ding on f ire 

by th r owing gasoline in the main entrance doors, 

shouting PLO victory slogans and anti - J e wish de famatbry 

language. This direct attack on the synagogue 

showed the PLO influence on the Sandinistas. As 



- 3 -

the doors caught fire, two members of the 

community at prayer during Sabbath Services, 

ran through a side door. The Sandinistas met 

them with a show of automatic weapons and 

ordered them back inside. 

"The two men who were confronted by the Sandinistas 

as the synagogue doors burned were both survivors 

of Nazi concentration camps." 

"The Sandinistas threatened to take our property, 

and they did. They threatened our lives and for 

that reason, we left our country." 

If you _would be interested in some of the information 

we have on the PLO involvement in Central America, we would 

be happy to send you a copy of our White House Digest of 

July 20, 1983, entitled, "The PLO in Central America." 

Just give Joyce Thomann of my offices a call at 456-2657 

and she will send you a copy of it. 

I think enough documentation exists so there should be 

no question in anyone 's mind that Cuba is indeed a Soviet 

satellite who will do their master's bidding at anytime and 

anyplace. 

You might enjoy a description of Cuba which was given 

to me by Ambassador Vernon ival ters. He noted that Cuba 

had received the title of the largest country in the world. 

Its' capital was in Havana, its' government in Moscow, its' 

army in Africa, and its people in Miami. 
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Actions do speak loude r than words. 

Now, wh at have been t he act ion s of the United Stat es? 

President Reagan asked to address a Joint Session of the 

Congress on Central Ai~erica and he has spoken out again and 

again on the issue. He has committed the resources of the 

White House to speaking out on the gravity of the si tuation 

in Ce ntral America and he has asked Cong r ess to provide 

full f unding f or economic ai d so despera t ely neede d by the 

countries of Ce n t ral America. 

Three out of every fou r dollars of Ame rican aid t o 

Central American countries is e conomic. 

Let me lay out for y ou the four points of the Preside nt 's 

policies toward Central Ameri c a. We call them the fo u r "D 's." 

First and foremost, we seek to have the people s o f 

Central America able to elect their own form of governmen t . 

The p e ople of Central America are no less p e ople t h a n we are . 

If we like for ourselves the advantages of freedom and 

democracy, why should we de ny t hem to others? This Administ r a­

tion believes that the people s of Central Ame rica s hould have 

a chance to develop a plural i stic, democratic socie ty , one 

in which they have a chance to change their minds. One in 

which, if they want to try some e xperiment, they can have a n 

occasion four y e ars later to review that e xperiment and see 

whether or not it was any good. Right now, democracy is in 

trouble in Central America, and if we who enjoy all the 
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benefits brought to us by democracy will not speak out to 

defend the principle of democracy, who will? 

Secondly, this Administration is committed by a 

factor of 3 to 1 to the economic development of the 

region. Seventy-seven cents out of every dollar we will 

spend in Central America goes for food, fertilizers and other 

essentials for economic growth and development . 

Third, we will aid in the defense of the region. The 

President has emphatically stated, and I quote, 

"There is no thought of sending American 

combat troops to Cen-bral America . They 

are not needed and indeed , they have not 

been requested there. All our neighbors 

ask of us is assistance in training and 

arms to protect themselves while they build 

a better life ." 

Before I go on to the fourth point of the President ' s 

p r ogram, let me stop for one moment to say, who better than 

the women who comprise not only the Sisterhood of the 

Wa shington Hebrew Congregation , but the women of the J ewish 

faith know better about the need and desire t o protect 

themselves ? Many of your sisters, daughters , and mothers 

in Israel have trained and fouqht alongside their male 

counterparts . The nation of Israel exists today because of 

your joint determination to protect yourselves and with the 

help provided by the United States , Israel has done a remarkable 

job in doing just that . 

\ 



- 6 -

Now to the final point in the President's Central American 

program -- dialogue. Talking. You know, people are people. 

In a family when you stop talking to one another, a family 

feud begins. Nations are no different than the people who 

make them up. It is imperative that we continue talking to 

one another. President Reagan has committed himself and the 

resources of his Administration to keeping the lines of 

communication open! 

The d i alogue on Centra l America is not a partisan issue . 

It is a que stion of meeting our moral r espons ibility to 

ourselves, our friends, and ou r posterity. It i s a duty 

that falls on all of us. The Pr esident, t h e Congres s and 

we, the people. We must perform it together, for who a mong 

us would wish to bear responsibility for fa iling to meet our 

shared obligation. 

One holocaust is enough f or all time. 



Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

-~ 

Enclosed is an information copy of a recent letter to Under Secretary 
Fred C. Ikle. It preceeds but covers the theme of the policy recommendations that I have 
to present to you and (hopefully) through you to the National Security Council. 

The White House mail room should be soon receiving some letters that 
express support for the President's Central American policy. Those that come from our 
Ta.sk Force on Peace & Justice will have the letters "TF" in the lower left corner. You may 
want a count of how many of our people actually respond to our request to write. 

Another letter is in preparation. It is an account of my own five years 
in Nicaragua, three months of which were behind enemy lines (where the enemy is, to me, 
the Sandinistas ). This and any other material that may be pertinent should be used at 
your discretion to support the administratfori's policy. I regret that I don't have a tape of 
a half hour TV appearance (Cable W, Sarita Monica) that aired September 21st. but let me 
assure you that I am increasing my public support of the President. We will be working to 
broaden our support. 

With every good wish, 

2103 South Portland Street 
Los Angeles, California 90007 
September 25, 1983 

~~ 
+ Derek Lang 

Bishop of Middleburg 



Dr. Fred C. Ikle 
Under Secretary of Defense for Policy 
Department of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Dr. Ikle: 

September 25, 1983 

Thank you for forwarding a copy of your remarks on U.S. Central American 
policy. It was most interesting. I hope you won't be disappointed but, on reading the full 
text, I encountered nothing that I could say occasioned discomfort. As you well know, 
however, a vast amount of material was left unsaid. I cannot say whether we would find 
ourselves in such close agreement on all points. As what is presently occult begins to 
reveal itself, we may be in disagreement. 

· I am sending my recommendations on to the White House (with an information 
copy to you) within the next ten days, meanwhile, let me make a few (possibly) urgent 
comments. 

I have no difficulty whatever with the administration's placing the governments 
of Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala closer to the United States than Costa Rica, Panama, 
Mexico, Venezuela, Cuba, Nicaragua and the USSR, in terms of both being our friend and a 
force for democracy. I am less persuaded (indeed, disturbed) by the administration's appar­
ent failure to define criteria by which the various elements of the "contra" are fitted into the 
same gradient scale. While the President may rightly group them together as "freedom 
fighters" for public purposes, I sincerely hope someone is keeping him informed of the real 
world nature of the situation. As I commented to you, we are now back to where we were 
during the first century of Nicaragua's independence from Spain - we have highly politicized 
partisan ermies, each intent on catapaulting itself into power by force of arms, not a single 
one of which can be said to be a friend or ally of the United States. While they may be less 
committed to hard-line communism than the regime in power ( the high level of opportunism 
in their motivation clouds this point) they are each infected to one degree or another with 
the "Sandinismo" plague (ie., an anti-U.S., anti-G.N. position). I count this as equally 
dangerous to U.S. (and ultimately to Nicaraguan) interests as communism. 

Thus, the whisperings about a negotiated settlement with the Sandinista regime 
which have been called for by the MDN-FRS coalition as well as the FDN are as worrisome 
to me as the possibility of the administration's recognizing a provisional government set up 
by one of these groups if they manage to hold on to some small piece of Nicaragua's national 
territory. Neither one will solve that country's problems! 



In terms of viable alternatives (and I strongly recommend this as the policy 
of choice - but ifunaccepta:ble as the policy of choice, then, as a fall back position) we 
have the GuardiaNacional de Nicaragua. It was created by the United States (for the 
precise purpose of eliminating partisan armies and maintaining the peace); it was trained 
by the United States (its first chief-director was a U.S. Marine), it understands and 
appreciates its peace-keeping role in Nicaragua; and it is a hundred percent pro-U.S. 
because of its close ties to this country and not because it is merely expedient. 

The chief-director, General Federico Mejia, the chief of air operations, 
Colonel Marcial Lopez, and the assistant military attache to Washinrort, Colonel 
Sergio Calderon, are all men of high standards a:nd integrity. Indee , they have been 
working closely with us to work out some of the moral - ethical issues that have arisen 
since the Sandinista insurgency came out into the open in 1977 and they have accepted 
us in the rMe of counsellor and "conscience" of the Guard. I suspect that the DoJ:? would 
find itself much more able to work with such men than what you are presently faced 
with. There are two additional points (other than the simple "rightness" of the case) 
in favor of supporting a rehabilitated National Guard. First, it would fi.t into the 
scenario of CONDECA becoming the instrument of decisive action in Central America's 
anti-communist, anti-insurgency operations (which I would prefer over partisan guerrilla 
operations). Secondly, it would almost immediately place forty percent of the combatants 
under military control (I am sure the DoD can properly relate itself to CONDECA) and, 
within a very short time span it would probably bring the bulk of the remaining combat­
ants along as auxiliaries. The present chaos might be thus converted to something manage­
able. 

The principal arguments against such a policy arise from two sources: (a) 
the fear that the "old regime" would be restored. To this I say that as corrupt as it was, 
the old regi.Ine was definitely a lot better than what we now have or what any of the 
partisans off er for the future. But, in point of fact, the old regime is gone. President 
Somoza is dead. None of those associated with his government have the "personalismo" 
necessary to hold the nation together. I am convinced that that fear is ill-founded. (b) 
the fear that "Sandinismo" will not become prominent. I have every confidence that 
such a fear is well founded. But, my recommendation is that we should be going toward 
developing a strong U.S. friend and ally, not an "anti-gringo" regime with as much 
contempt and hostility toward us as what is in place. 

To those who say that the National Guard has been discredited, I suggest 
a refresher course in the basic of guerrilla warfare and terrorism. The demoralization 
of the National Guard was an essential tactic and strategy of the Sandinistas; without it 
they could not have seized power. Its continued demoralization and denigration is 
essential to the survival of the Sandinista regime, just as it is essential to the success of 
the partisan armies now seeking to seize power from the Sandinistas. Having lived in 
Nicaragua for five years, I am well persuaded from experience that the things attributed 
to the National Guard by their enemies were isolated incidents (if true in the first place) 
and did not represent the policy of the institution. Since we don't condemn the whole 
U.S. military establishment on the basis of a few Lt. Calley's, we oughtn't condemn the 
whole National Guard for the few psychopaths that found their way into its ranks. 

The Carter administration was led astray by such propaganda and disgrace­
fully handed Nicaragua over to the communists. The proof that President Somoza was 
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neither a tyrant nor dictator is to be seen in his refusal (at our behest) to take decisive 
action against the seditious and subversive elements working freely and openly in Nicaragua. 
This blind loyalty to the United States cost him his life and the Nicaraguan people their 
freedom. I count it as one of the darkest pages in American history. But the point is that 
Carter was misled (I prefer this to the charge that he knew what he was doing) by professional­
ly directed propaganda and, unfortunately, the present administration hasn't done anything 
to change this situation. · · · · · 

Returning to the moral aspect, I believe the Reagan administration should take 
the lead to rectify this error and that it should do so by restoring to the National Guard the 
opportunity to regain its honor. (That there are pragmatic gains to be had is, for me, entirely 
secondary). · 

Finally, let me ask - is the administration willing to "stay the course" during the 
recovery period (which may be protracted) even in the face ofleftist charges of another U.S. 
"occupation" of Nicaragua? If we repeat the policy of 1909, we are foredoomed to failure. 
The U.S. must persevere - even in the face of such criticism and also of the frustrations of 
dealing with a people that is virtually ungovernable, that is, highly idiosyncratic. Some 
Nicaraguans have suggested to me the desirability of establishing a U.S. protectorate - an idea 
which is very appealing in principle but which (I suspect) would be very difficult in today's 
leftist climate of "anti-colonialism" etc. If the President doesn't feel comfortable with that, 
then I would hope that he will see the wisdom of supporting at least one pro-U.S. institution 
in that country ... the National Guard. 

Now, let me ask you, does the theme of my policy proposal appear particularly 
distressing? If not, is there any realistic chance that we can get it before the administration 
and adopted? 

I like your policy statement of September 12th. very much. So does the 
National Guard. What next? 

With kindest regards, 

2103 South Portland Street 
Los Angeles, California 90007 

cc: Morton Blackwell 
. Gen:. F. Mejia 

f 

+ Derek Lang 
Bishop of Middleburg 




