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PERSECUTION OF THE PROTES1 NTS

In August, 1982, the turbas seized a number of temples
¢ Jehovahs Witnesses; Seventh Day ? "rentists, and the Mormons.
Although most of the te les have been returned ! : use
of tl public outcry, two belonging to the Mormons and all
of the Jehovahs' Witness 1 mples are still being held.
There is speculation that ! zav 2 the J 1ovahs' Witne: =2s
are against military service this may be a motivating factor
in the government of Nicaragua not returning the temples to

the Witnesses.
























Let me recapitulate.

Our basic objectives for Central America are clear: we v 1t
to stre jtF 1 democracy; we want to prevent in this hemisphere the
expansion of totalitarian regimes, especially those linked to the

¢ i - lon.

To this end, we extend economic support and prc¢ »te
de »crat : dev lopment. But given force of violence that will
not accept the democratic will of tl people, we also have to
provide military assist i1ce--enough to succeed. 1In addition, we
must prevent consolidation of a Sandinista regime in Nicaragua
that would become an arsenal for insurgency, a safe haven for the
export of violence. If we cannot prevent that, we have to antici-
pate the partition of Central America. Such a development would
then force us to man a new military front-line of the East-Wes

conflict, right here on our continent.

To prevent such an outcome, t Administration and Ct¢ jress
must work together with a strategy t : can succeed.
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