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To: Mr. Morton Blackwell
Office of Public Relations
The White House

From: Robert A. Montserrat

Re: Brief of activities for period
July 25 — August 9, 1983

Date: August 9, 1983

Mr. Montserrat attended briefings on the present situation
in Central America. Thereafter, he was asked to help inform
different groups comnected with the area about the problems there.

Mr. Montserrat met with various individuals and organizations
where he communicat | to f the urgency of the situati . and
discussed possible aproact to U.S. policy to bring peace to this
troubled region.

Mr. Montserrat contributed from his background in Latin Ameri-
can affairs. His work involved field travel. He served as a liai-
son between business and youth organizations who desired more infor-

mation about E1 Salvador (e.g. Dallas Chamber of Commerce, YErs
of the Arizona Bar Association, Youth for a Free Guatemala, and
' rious heads of corporations with interests in 1 region.) In

trave’ " g and meeting people with diverse backgr« ds, Mr. Mont-
serrat's bilingual abilities were especially usetul.










candidates at the various educational levels of study, both
in their native country and abroad, ranging from grammar and
secondary schools, junior colleges, community colleges, uni-
versities and post-graduate d¢ ree study programs.

President Reagan recently stated, while addressing the
Centr ° American Outreach Working Group, his concern for a
gre ter awareness of the unity that we of the Americas share.
This can only be achieved, thot 1, by the concerted effort of
both government initiatives and the visible support of the
An rican public at the grass roots level. 1In this spirit,
RCA wishes to provide an alternative to escalatioN.eeceeses
education! We encourage all *icans to join us in this
effort and we look forward to the day when personal freedom
will preva’”™ throughout the ;ern hemisphere.



UNITED STATES COORDINATOR
FOR REFUGEE AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20520

CONGRESSION™" BRIEFING PAPEK
AND
TALKING POINTS
ON
REFUGEES AND POTENTIAL REFUGEES
IN AND FROM
CENTRAL AMERICA

Ambassador—-at-Large . Eugene Douglas
U.S. Coordinator for Refugee Affairs

Department of State
Washington, D.C.

May 17, 1983





















ﬁ%&:{ﬁf\ UNITED STATES COORDINATOR
e FOR REFL IE AFFAIRS
\ 67 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20520

MATNR REFUGEF PRONICING COUNTRIES SINCE 1973

Dates show installation of Marxist-Leninist governments,
or Soviet-~supported governments.

Ethiopia -~ 1974

Angola - 1975

Vietnam - 1975

Laos - 1975

Cambodia - April 1975

Afghanistan - December 1979

Nicaragua - July 1979

Poland - December 1981

WORLD REFUGEE POPULATIONS: AS CALCULATED BY THE UNHCR

1972 -~ 2,497,900
1973 - Unavailable
1974 ~ 2,370,700
1975 -~ Unavailable
1976 - 2,722,000
1977 -~ 3,338,700
1978 ~ 4,721,900
1979 - 5,318,400
1980 ~ 7,408,300
1981 - 9,826,000

June 30, 1982 - 10,212,100










































THURSDAY, JULY 14

9:00 a.m.

J:30 a.m.

12:00 noon

Time To Be
Confirmed

2:30 p.m.

y=

Mr. M. John Vondra

Director of Commun ¢ 3

Center for Stategi International Studies
1800 K st1 't, N.W., Suite 400

Washington, D.C. 20006

Tel ‘’hone: (202) 775-3263

Mr. C.W. Maynes, Editor
Foreign Policy Magazine
11 pupont Circle N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Te. hone: (202) 797-6420

Congressional Lunc n with:
The Honorable Thom P. O'Neill
Speaker of the House of Representatives

Senator Charles McC. Mathias (R MD)
Representative Dante B. Fascell (D FL)

Arranged by Ms. ise O'Leary of the Democratic
National Co .tt

Mr. Danny L. McDonald, Chairman
Federal Elections Commi ion
1325 K Street, N.W., 4th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20463

Telephone: (202) 523-4183

Dr. Karl H. Cerny

Professor and Chai.
Department of Goverr nt
Georgetown Univer ty

Room 680, Intercultural Center
Washington, D.C.

! (202) 77 47 ",



FRIDAY, JULY '5

9:00 a.m. Mr. Allen Weinstein
Washington Quarterly
1800 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Telephone: (202) 775-3263

12:00 noon Luncheon as guests of the American Enterprise Institute
on the 12th Floor the AEI Building with:

Dr. Howard J. Wiar ", Director
Center for Hemisphe: ' Studies
American Enterprise Institute
1150 17th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Telephone: (202) 632-5811
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Prepared By: Mr. John C.T. Alexander, Special Assistant
Lsitors
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BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

for

-

Oscar ALZAGA Villaamil

Javier RU EZ Rubio
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GENERAL INFORMATION:

Messrs. Alzaga and Ruperez, top leaders of the
Opposition Popular Democratic Party (PDP), will be
visiting Washington, D. C. and New York, July 10-15,
to meet with U.S. Government officials, political
leaders, and international affairs organizations.
The purpose of their trip is to update and expand
their knowledge of the U.S. political scene and U.S.
policies, and to explain Sy [ ", develop 1its, with
particular emphasis on the role and orientation of
the PDP, to influential Americans. In ad¢ :ion to
U.S./Spanish and Atlantic Affairs issues, the visi-
tors have a strong interest in Latin American topics.

The Popular Democratic Party is the second largest
element in the conservative Popular Alliance Coali-
tion, Spain's principal opposition group. PDP can-
didates were alloted about a fifth of the Congres-
sional seats won by the Coalition last October, or
some 21 of the 350 seats in Congress. The PDP is a
key element in the current opposition alliance, and
will have a significant role in any future reorgani-
zation of the Spanish political center and right.

Mr. Alzaga, like his colleague, was active in the
Christian Democratic opposition during the Franco
Regime. He joined t U (Union of the Democratic
CenterY in 1977 and a vear later took a vacant seat

Sninad fAarrac wibh Fha DAriilar A114dan~ra FfAar Fha 1029
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PRESENT POSITION(S):

PERSONAL DATA:

ACADEMIC TRAINING:

MEMBERSHIPS:

PUBLICATIONS:

PREVIOUS TRAVEL:

K WLEDGE OF ENGLISH:

PROFESSIONAL INTERESTS:

NA™™

PRESENT POSITION(S): -

PERSONAL DATA:

Oscar ALZAGA Villaamil

-Founder-I, der of the Popular Democratic Party (PDP);
PDP Deputy for Madrid; Tenured Full Professor of Law
at the University of Oviedo.

Date of Birth: May 29, 1942

Place of Birth: Madrid, Spain

Sex: Male

Marital Stat : “~~“ried; three daughters
Citizenship: Spanish

Law Degr from the University of Madrid.

Member of the Madrid Bar Association and the Spanish
Association of Political Scientists.

Mr. Alzaga was one of the main drafters of t « 1-
stitution. He has written "La Constitucion Espanola"
(The Spanish Constitution), a well received, :holar-
ly analysis of the Spanish Constitution of 1978, and
"La Primera Democracia Cristiana en Espana", a study
of Christian Democracy in Spain.

Visited the United States in 1972 on an educational
travel grant, and in 1979 as an International Visitor
Grantee. Has travelled throughout Europe, Mexico,
and in South America.

Poor; will t accompanied by an escort-interpreter.

See "General Information" above.

Francisco Javier RUPEl '’ Rubio

Nne of the Ford Teaders of the Ponular Democratic

Coalition following the recent regional elections.

Date of Birth: April 24, 1941

Place of Birth: Madrid, Spain

Sex: Male

Marital Status: Married; one daughter

Citize ‘iip: S ish



ACADE © TRAINING: Holds degre¢ in Law and Journalism and is a
graduate of the Spanish Di itic School.
PAST POSITIONS: _Former Permanent Representative of Spain to ATO;

Former Principal Foreign Policy Advisor to Ex-Prime
Minister Adolfo Suarez; Ex-UCD Congressional Deputy
for Cuenca; Foreign Service assignments in Addis
Ababa (1967-69), Warsaw (1969-71), Helsinki (1971-
73), and Geneva (1973-75).

MEMBERSHIPS: M Lker of the Spanish ¢ Association.

PUBLICATIONS: In his university days, Mr. Ruperez joined the
Opposition Christian Democratic Movement and wrote
for the anti-regime "Cuadernos para el Dialogo."

PREVIOUS TRAVEL: Mr. Ruperez has travelled to the U.S. on several
occasions. He is widely travelled in Europe, Africa,
and the Americas.

N 3E OF ENGLISH: ~ cellent.

JFESSIONAL INTERESTS: See "General Information" above.

*A*********A*_*?*,*****¥*********************

_ . xt Dirr :or

Office « 11 visitor Progr.
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs
United States Information Agency

Room 266, 400 C Street, S.W.

Washington, D. C. 20547

Telephone: (202) 485-7217
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think that internal causes are primarily responsible for Costa
Rica's economic difficulties, but about the same number say
that events outside the country also play an important role.

However, many Costa Ricans sense an economic upturning. Over
half (55%) expect that economic conditions in the next two or
three years are going to get better rather than worse. The
proportion of those expecting their personal economic situa-
tion to improve (58%) is notably larger than for the group
that is pessimistic (33%). This optimism is more prevalent
in the upper class than in the lower class.

International Problems are Varied, Affect Images of Other
Caiintries

Very large majorities have favorable views of four of twelve
countries asked about--Panama, Venezuela, the United States,
and Spain. The four countries viewed least favorably are Cuba,
Nicaragua, El Salvador and the USSR. About half express a very
negative opinion of Cuba, and almost as many feel that way
about Nicaragua.

As for international problems, two of every three better-
educated Costa Ricans express concern about their country's
security. They frequently point specifically to Nicaragua as
a major source of insecurity (45%).

Problems in international trade and finance rank second. 1In
particular, Costa Rica's foreign debt and its poor balance of
trade are mentioned most.

Regionally, over half see the likelihood of war between coun-
tries in Central America in the next two or three years. But
two-thirds think there is little or no likelihood that Costa
Rica itself will be attacked in the near term.

Almost six in ten of the better-educated think that clerical
support of revolutionary activities in Central America is a
serious problem, but far fewer (32%) feel it is a serious
problem in Costa Rica. Aside from traditional activities,
most Costa Ricans favor church involvement in care of the
poor, and community development. A third favor church
involvement in social reform. But only a handful approve of

clerical involvement in political matters or hc™ 1i1 ofi :e.
>st 7ogt~ Pi~~-~ Yjew Ni~=; >~ it» Dislike and Fear. . . .

Large proportions of Costa Ricans have both a negative view of
the country (78%) and of its government junta (75%). Seven in
ten Costa Ricans also see Nicaragua as a potential military
threat, and over half (55%) say Nicaragua is trying to weaken
tlt Costa Rican government. Furt}l 7, Nicaragua (32%) ranks




third after Cuba (50%) and the USSR (41%) as responsible for
conditions that »>uld lead to war in the region (the U.S. is
mentioned by 26%).

Real or potential problems with Nicaragua are high among
respondents' concerns. Without prompting, over four in
ten volunteer some problem connected with Nicaragua as "the
major international problem" facing Costa Rica.

Asked for comment on the Nicaraguan governing junta, one person
in every four blames the Nicaraguan government for introducing
communism. About as many say the junta has deceived its sup-
porters and betrayed the revolution. And a somewhat smaller
group see Nicaraguan leaders as dictatorial and self-serving.
The few with good words for the government say it takes time

to introduce reforms, believe things are better than before,
and say there is now more respect for the common man.

« « « And View Cuba with Disdain and Concern

Few Costa Ricans (14%) express a favorable opinion of Cuba,
less than for any other country among the twelve asked about.
Three-quarters describe Cuba as a threat to stability and
peace in the region, as opr 3ed to only a handful (6%) who
claim it exerts a positive influence for change. Half say
Cut int :feres too much in Central American affairs. A
third see it as a military threat to Costa Rica, and working
to weaken the Costa Rican government. Seven in ten describe
recent relations between the two countries as unfriendly.

Comparing Cuba with other countries on eight different meas-
ures shows that it has the same general negative profile as
Nicaragua and the USSR. And there are clear links among the
three countries. Cuba is perceived as a tool of the Soviet
Union by seven persons in ten (71%), as acting independently
by only two in ten. Half name Cuba, four in ten cite the
USSR and a third Nicaragua as creating the conditions that
lead to war in Central America, and those who name Cuba are
likely to name the other two.

Costa Ricans Show Little Support for Either Side in El Salvador

Two~thirds of the more-educated Costa Ricans hold a negative
S T ) T 2Xpress an

r

one person in five lOOKs upon the present government tavoraply.




Eight in ten are aware of the conflict there, and most recog-
nize its international character. Among those aware:

o Three-quarters name Cuba as a supplier of military
aid to the left, four in ten the USSR, and an equal
number name Nicaragua.

o Conversely, eight in ten say that the U.S. supplies
the Salvadoran government forces. Within this group,
the U.S. aid is approved by a three-to-two margin
(59% to 41%).

o While a majority (58%) believe it better for El1 Salvador
if the government forces win the war, somewhat fewer
(44%) think they will.

o A third say the leftist revolutionary forces have the
support of the people, but most (62%) describe them
as rebels. About half believe the revolutionary
leaders are in the majority communists. A third
disagree.

o The major criticism of the government among those
aware of the conflict is its inability to stop the
killing and restore peace (16%). Others say it is a
dictatorship that allows no liberty, does not have
the interests of the people at heart, and is under
control of the military.

o Among the smaller number favoring the government,
some say that despite adverse conditions it is
democratic, is anti-communist, is working hard to
solve problems, and in fact has reduced the level of
violence.

Moet Welcome U.S. Foonomic and Security Assistance

As noted previously, the U.S. is one of four countries viewed
favorably by most Costa Ricans in general terms (88%).

In specific terms, most Costa Ricans are relying on the U.S.
to help them out of their economic difficulties. Eight out
of ten say '

nave peen 1




the U.S. facilitates sale of Costa Rican products in the U.S.,
rather than making this difficult. Three-quarters say U.S.
investment is beneficial.

A slight majority (57%) believe that in most instances U.S.
treatment of Costa Rica has been fair, although a third (32%)
disagree.

On the topic of national security, a majority are convinced

the U.S. can be counted upon to protect them. Two-thirds ex-
pect the U.S. to come to their aid immediately if Costa Rica
were attacked. About half (46%) “ve the U.S. credit for
helping improve the country's ability to defend itself. Seven
in ten believe the U.S. is trying to keep the government stable.

Summary: Image Good, But U.S. Clearly Has Public Affairs
Prohlems

Despite its generally good image and, even, majority support
for its military assistance to El Salvador, the U.S. has some
obvious public affairs problems to deal with in Costa Rica.
Although they are minority views, there are four aspects of
action and policy about wEich substantial numbers express
negative opinions:

o Four persons in ten (42%) say the U.S. interferes
too much in Central American affairs

o A quarter (26%) claim the U.S. (a »ng others) has
created conditions that may lead to war between
countries in Latin America

o A third (32%) believe the U.S. is generally unfair
in its dealings with Costa Rica (57% say it is
fair)

o Among those aware of U.S. policy of military assis-
tance to El Salvador, four in ten (41%) disapprove
(and 59% approve)

While this study has identified areas of concern for the Mis-
sion, it does not provide specific prescriptions for action.

1
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Central American countries.

Prepared by:
William J. Millard (P/RAR) M-6/9/83
485-7111






