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Tk WHITE HOQUSE
WASHINGTC
>vember 11, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY

THROUGH: Jack Courtemanche

I OM: Morton C. Blackwell @zé

S JECT: Regior 1 Briefings on Central America
We : :eived this afternoon the attached mal :ial from

Patrice Malone who works with Otto Reich.

They asked, if you approve, that you si the attached and
return it promptly to Patrice at the State Department

Their prc »jsal is one which we ve worked out jointly.
I recommend you sign d retur t to Patrice.
MCB: jet
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TO: PA - Mr. John Hughes
FROM: S/LPD - Otto J.

WH/OPL -1 Lth Whittlesey
SUBJ T: Major Media Market

We would like to ask your assis

riefings

U nited States l)r‘purnm‘nt of Sate
Washington. DA 20520

November 14, 1¢ 3

ance in implementing

the attached proposal for a series of regional briefings on
Central America to begin in early December.

We have disct sed this concept with Jim Baker and have

received his approval.

Attachment: Regional Briefings
on Ce¢e :ral America









Our goal is to communicate our policy to tk dgreatest
nu ~ 2r of persons. Wit this in mind, we believe that the

n1ite House would be able to ¢ 2 more interest within the
c¢ lnities to attend a "Natic curity Briefing on Central
Ar ica," therefore, the invit shou! 2 issued from the

White House.

We have explored this idea with organizations in a few of
these key cities and their response has | :2n tremely positive.

Our thought is to schedule t 2se briefi throughout
December and into the month of January.



Drafted: S/LPD - Patrice Malone
Rm. 5917 632-6751
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P.C, % %

Mrs. Joyce Thomann
Office of Public Liaison
Suite 191-0OEOB

The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mrs. Thomann:

My wife and I are in receipt of Mr. Morton C.
Blackwell's letter to us concerning placing us on the
"regular clearance list" to be able to attend meetings of
the "White House Outreach Working Group on Central America".

Enclosed herein are Registration Forms with
identification for each of us as it will certainly be our
pleasure to attend future Presidential and/or Vice Presidential
Briefings at the White House on the Central erican situation.

I might add that we are in regular telephone con-
tact with Mr. Dolf Droge who is on loan to yc¢ Office of
Public Liaison from the State Department to organize speakers

1d speaking engagements throughout the United States in
support of the President's Central American Policy. We have
been extremely impressed with Mr. Droge's "globe erspective"
concerning the entire Central American issue and appreciate
his frequent forwarding to us of various briefing documents.
Tha Whi+a HWAiige - - -

7 L i

renan ~f hig B

Sincerely,

ROSEN & YEPIZ

SMR/mcr
Enclosure















MEMORANDUM FOR:
FROM:

SUBJECT:

You may want to

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 6, 1984

Faith RYAN WHITTLESEY
MORTON C. BLACKWELL ///,
N

Attached memorandum to Bud McFarlane

sign and send the attached memorandum.



MEMORANDUM
FROM:

SUBJECT:

Here is an
major citi
of briefin
representa

l‘

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
January 6, 1984

FOR: ROBERT C. HMCFARLANE
FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

Regional Outreach Briefings on
Central America

update on our plans to brief community leaders in
es on U.S. policy in Central America. This series
gs was developed by consensus among the agency
tives on our working group.

The State Department Public Affairs Office
is arranging for co-sponsorship in each city.
Co-sponsors will be groups such as the World
Affairs Council, the Chamber of Commerce,
Kiwanis, Rotary, etc. The idea is to find
sponsors that would not be identified with
either end of the political spectrum but
towards the center.

The invitations will be mailed from the State
Department and, depending upon the speakers,

will read something like: "The U.S. Depart-

ment of State, the U.S. Department of Defense

and the Agency for International Development,

in cooperation with the Pittsburgh World Affairs
Council and the Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of
Commerce cordially invite you to attend a briefing
on United States policy on Central America."

The list of invitees will be initially provided
by the local sponsoring organizations. The list
R

e

lucaiily alre Llnciudeda.  IN1s wlll ilnclude the
prominent educators, clergy, union leaders,
business leaders, and local editors, publishers,
and broadcasters. The idea here is for the
invitation list to reach out beyond those normally
invited to foreign policy briefings.



Target cities. We have a potential target 1list
of twenty-four major cities, but we will start

with one pair of cities. Our first pair was to
be Philadelphia and Hartford, but last week two
of our speakers scheduled for January 23 and 24
were called to give Congressional testimony on

those days.

Speakers. For the first pair of cities, we will
not shoot for "superstars" such as Secretary of
State Shultz, or Secretary of Defense Weinberger,
but will go for a reasonably balanced team of
three speakers, one each from the defense area,
the diplomacy area and the development area.

Fundiqg; The hall will be provided by the local
spon »>ring organization. Each agency will fund tt
travel expenses of its personnel. The invitations
will be issued by tF State Department.

Scheduling. Otto Reich's office will coordinate
this with the State Department Bureau of Public
Affairs, in consultation with our White House
Office of Public Liaison and other appropriate
offices. It was agreed that we would not schedule
any cities in the month immediately prior to each
respective state's Presidential primary. After the
first pair of cities are covered in February, we
will evaluate this pilot and make appropriate
adjustments for subsequent briefings.

Additional outreach. Each speaker will be asked to
spend a full working day in each city. Before and
after each joint briefing, the speakers will separately
speak to a wide variety of audiences: 1local radio and
TV talk shows, newspaper editorial boards, civic club
meetings, student groups, etc. This will greatly in-
crease the impact of this effort in each city.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
June 6, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

THROUGH: Jonathan Vipond
FROM: Morton C. Blackwellqg%g/
SUBJECT: Talking Points on Threat to Economic Vitality

of the Caribbean Sea Lanes
The attached talking points are taken from a two page
paper submitted to our Outreach Working Group by Deputy
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Inter American Affairs,
Nestor Sanchez.
MCB: jet
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TALKING POINTS

THREAT TO ECONOMIC VITALITY OF THE CARIBBEAN SEA LANES

- Many critical raw materials, essential to the economic
and military security of the United States, are trans-
ported from the Persian Gulf, Africa and South America
to our ports in the Gulf of Mexico. The Caribbean
Basin contains many of these vital sea and air lines
of communication.

- During peacetime, 44% of all foreign trade tonnage and
45% of all import tanker tonnage moves through the
Caribbean Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) to U.S.
Gulf Coast ports. N

- the Caribbean states also provide 75% of our nation's
aluminum requirements.

- Numerous Caribbean ports serve as trans-shipment
points for supertankers bringing petroleum from the
Persian Gulf destined for U.S. refineries. Within the
Caribbean itself, many refineries (the major ones located
in Aruba, Curacao, and St. Croix) process approximately
five million barrels of crude oil a day. Thus, in peace-
time, the o0il passing through the area from the South
z A ‘ s
entering U.S. Gulf ports renders the Caribbean SLOCs

extremely important from an economic perspective.



Alaskan oil and Pacific trade which transit the Panama
Canal and pipeline are also critical to the U.S. economy.
In FY-82 alone, 180.5 Million long tons moved through the
canal bound for U.S. ports. During wartime, rapid transit
through the Panama Canal would be vital to the U.S.

Navy. The spread of Soviet/Cuban satellites into Central
America provide a military capability to interdict traffic
through the Canal, restrict the rapid deployment of U.S.
forces and cut off vital raw materials from reaching

Gulf and East Coast ports.

During World War II, over 50 percent of the supplies and
reinforcements bound for the Euronean and African theaters
passed through ports in the Gulf of Mexico.

From February to July 1942, German U-boats sank 114

allied ships -- more than 560,000 gross tons -- without
having the submarine bases in the Caribbean area the
Soviets now have use of. Today, significant numbers of
NATO reinforcements and fifty percent of the resupply
material would originate at these same gulf ports.

This vital shipping must then pass through the Straits

of Florida or the Yucatan Channel - the major choke

Cuba is an unsinkable aircraft carrier that comes with
a 225,000 man army and an Air Force which includes more than
200 MIG aircraft. This Soviet weapon sits astride the

sea lanes into and out of the Gulf of Mexico.



During the last five years, the Soviets have accelerate
their program of modernizing Cuba's military forces to
provide them with an offensive interdiction capability.
Today, Cuba, with its diesel attack submarines, missile-
equipped patrol boats, hydrofoil torpedo boats, and
air-to-ground capable aircraft, has the potential to
seriously threaten these vital shipping routes. The
Cuban government has also been provided a Soviet-built
Koni-class frigate further enhancing their military
arsenal. With the recent addition of two Soviet
Polnocny Class amphibious ships, Cuba is developing the
capability to project force throughout the Caribbean.
They have rehearsed amphibious landings with 400 marines
and light tanks on beaches near Mariel.

In the past 20 years, we have moved from a position of
relative security in this hemisphere to a situation where
we could very well find Soviet bases on our southern
flank. This creates a vulnerability which our country
has not had to address -- and one which could totally
alter our strategic position and limit our military

options throughout the world. Unfortunately, Congress

the gravity of the situation.
Castro will continue to exploit every opportunity to
export terrorism and revolution to increase his

communist influence and destabilize estabhlished govern-



ments in the area. Nicaragua is already a puppet

of Cuba and is being used as a funnel through which
weapons and supplies reach rebel movements throughout
the Central American region. The Sandinistas are
espousing a "revolution without frontiers."

With current forces, we are only capable of executing

a sequential strategy. The forces needed to secure

the Caribbean are the same ones needed to ensure the
security of the North Atlantic. The same forces are
also needed in Europe. At the beginning of hostilities,
some of these forc ; may be deployed to the Indian Ocean
and some in the Mediterranean or Caribbean. The choice
of the sequence may well belong to the Soviets.

It is imperative that we strengthen our commitment in
the Caribbean, re-establish close working relationships
with our friends and neighbors in the area, and reaffirm
our support and assistance to each of the friendly

governments tl re.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
January' 3, 1984

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY

.. JROUGH: Jack Courtemanche
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell //°
SUBJECT: Request from Senator Denton

As you may recall, we were contacted by Senator Denton late
in the afternoon of December 12, asking to speak to our Out-
reach Working Group Meeting of December 14. The Senator
wanted to talk to the group about his recent trip to El
Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama. At
the last minute, Senator Denton changed his mind and opted
not to be a secondary speaker, but attended as an observer.
(Elliott Abrams was our scheduled speaker for that date.)

We have scheduled Senator Denton to speak to the Outreach
Group on Wednesday, January 25.

Attached is a memorandum prepared for your signature to
M. B. Oglesby requesting his approval for Senator Denton
to speak to our Outreach Working Group on Wednesday, January 25.

MCB: jet
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 4, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR M. B. OGLESBY
FROM: FAITH WHITTLESEY

SUBJECT: Central American Outreach Working Group Meeting

Senator Jeremiah Denton has asked to speak to our White House
Outreach Working Group on Central America. He desires to
apprise the group of the observations and insights which

he gleaned from his recent trip to El Salvador, Honduras,
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama during the period November 30
to December 7, 1983.

We have scheduled the Senator to speak at our meeting of
Wednesday, January 25, at 2:30 p.m. in Room #450.

I hope this will meet with your concurrence.





