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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ONTREACH WORKING GROUP ON CENTRAL AMERICA

DATE: Wednesday, October 5, 1983
LOCATION: Room #450 - OEOB
TIME: 2:30 p.m.

I. PURPOSE:

To brief certain individuals from the public sector
on matters relating to Central America and the Administra-
tion's policies.

IT. RACKGROIIND .

This 1s the 21st in a series of meetings of the White
House Outreach Working Group on Central America chaired by
Faith Ryan Whittlesey.

III. PARTICIPANTS:

Mr. Kenneth Bleakley, Deputy Chief of Mission, U.S. Embassy,
El Salvador

Mr. Don R. Hamilton, Public Affairs Officer, U.S. E »assy,
E]l Salvador

Senor Mario Rietti, Honduran businessman

IV: PRESS PLAN:

None.

V.  SEQUENCE OF EVENTS:

2:25 p.m. - Faith Whittlesey arrives at the Holding
Room outside of Room #450. (Messrs Ble kley
and Hamilton will be there at 2:20 p.m.)

2:30 p.m. - Faith Whittlesey opens program with brief
remarks (RECOGNIZING AMBASSADOR JUAN AGURCIA,
the Ambassador of the Government of Honduras
to the United States, who is a guest of Senor

i) :
2:34 p.m. - Faith Whittlesey introduce Mr. Kenneth Bleakley.

VIL ATTACHMENTS:

1. Talking points (AMENDED)

2. Introduction for speakers:
a. Kenneth Bleakley (attached)
b. Don R. Hamilton (previously forwarded)
c. ¢ 10r Mario Rietti (p2 rsiov Ly forv

3. Agenda ,....-3ED) '



TALKING POINTS

On behalf of President and Mrs. Reagan, I want to
welcome you to the White House Complex and the twenty

first (21lst) in our series of briefings on Central America.

I also want to extend a special welcome to His Excellency
Juan Agurcia (A- GOOR - SEE - AH), the A assador of the

government of Honduras to the United States.

I want to thank you for your attendance today. I view
your presence here as an outward sign of your interest
in and appreciation of the seriousness of the situation

which is facing us today in Central America.

Today as you entered, in addition to the Agenda and our
Registration Form -- and I urge those of you who have not
vet filled out a Registration Form to do so and give it

to Joyce Thomann before you leave -- there were on

the table copies of two speeches. One by Ambassador
Vernon A. Walters, which is a transcription of his

remarks to one of our Outreach Working Group meetings.

TT ¢ :r-T ., F :” 77 "2, who ¢ Sp « B!
Wérking Group. w r, Dr. Ik ren :}  which
available today were delivered to the Baltimore Council

on Foreign Affairs. I commend both of them to you.






to you and turn it into articles in journals. I :ters
to the editors of your newspapers. Speeches at your
local Rotary Club, Chamber of Commerce, Toastmasters

Club or whatever.

And speaking of these weekly briefings on Central leric
you can also be of great assistance there. We seek to
expand our audience. This is the White House OUTREACH
Program on Central America. If you know of omeone whom
you believe would benefit from attending these meetings,
or who should be attending these meetings, please give
Joyce Thomann of my staff a call. Her name and telephone
number are at the bottom of the Agenda which_you picked up

today.

Some of you may know that Question #19 of the National
Bipartisan Commission on Central America guestionnaire
asked: "What are the possibilities for building a public
consensus for policy in Central America?" You in this
audience are in THE best position to answer that gquestion.
But it is my view that if we allow Marxist-Leninist
communist regimes to take over in “:nti T A ) S

v 11 ! i v v
probably become an endangered species long with our

American Bald Eagle.









INTRODUCTION

KENNE' _. BLEAKLEY

Kenneth Bleakley has served as the Deputy Chief of
Mission in San Salvador for the past three years,
which makes him the "senior member" in terms of time
on station, having served there longer than any other

Officer at the Embassy.

My sources tell me that Ken is considered THE Department

of State's expert on El1l Salvador.

My sources also tell me that since January lst of this
year you have received 77 Congressmen and other assorted
delegations in El1l Salvador making you the Public Liaison

Officer for the Embassy as well.

Mr. Bléakley is the past President of the American
Foreign Service Officers Association and has served
in other posts as well. However, !I' 1is here today to
speak briefly to us.on El salvador, and we thank you

for sharing your experiences with us.
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A GENDA

EL SALVADOR -
Sp¢ ter: Mr. Kenneth Bleakley, Deputy Chief of Mit ion,
U.S. Embassy, San Salvador

HOW THE PRESS COVERS EL SALVADOR
Speaker: Mr. Don R. Hamilton, Public Affairs Officer
U.S. Embassy, San Salvador

HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES OF GROUPS BRIEFED BY
THE WHITE HOUSE OUTREACH WORKING GROUP ON
CENTRAL AMERICA

HONDURAS, A BALANCING FACTOR IN CENTRAL AMERICA
Speaker: Senor Mario Rietti

Meetings of the White House Outreach Working Group on
Central America are held regularly on Wednesday afternoons
at 2:30 p.m. For more information/to attend, please contact:

Mzx

Wednesday,

Joyc¢ E. Tl m, ( fice I Publi  _iais 1 (4 37)

October 12, 2:30 p.m. ROOM #2008 EW EXECUTIVE OFFICE BLDG.

Speaker: Colonel Earl J. Youuy, USAR, "The El Salvadoran

Wednesday,

Speaker: Mrs. Geraldine O'Leary Macias, former Mary Knoll Nun,

Military and the U.S. Advisory Effort"

October .19, 2:30 p.m. ROOM #2008 NEW EXECUTIVE OFFICE BLDG.

"Nicaragua: Witness to the Betrayal of a
Revolution"”









THE WHITE HOL =
WASH' 3TON

September 29, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: SHERRIE MARSHALL COOKSEY

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell -
Office of Public Liaison

SUBI™TT: Request to Reproduce Copies of the Rio Treaty

Enclosed is a copy of the "Inter-American Treaty of
Reciprocal Assistance” (commonly referred to as the Rio
Treaty) which we desire to distribute to members of the
White House Outreach Working Group. This Treaty was mentioned
by Ambassador Walters in response to a que tion from the
audience at the time he spoke to the group on August 24, 1983.

Earlier we had sent this document to the Defense Printing
Office located in OEOB for duplicating. It was returned to
us pursuant to standing instructions from your office that
only official documents may be duplicated in that facility.

Although the United States signed the Protocol implement-
ing the Treaty "with reservations," nonetheless, the "Rio
Treaty" is an official document of the United States which
yet remains in effect.

Members of the White House Outreach Working Group har
requested copies of this document; the =fore, we are requesting
your approval to have it duplicated. In order that it may be
distributed concurrently with Ambassador Walters speech, I
would appreciate receiving your approval at your earliest
convenience.

MCB: jet

Enclosure a/s

























































1E WHI1T HOL

WASHINGTON
September 29, 1983

MP DORANDUM TO: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

THROUGH : Jonathan Vipond, III

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell "

SUBJECT: Items of Inte st Rec :ding Central 2Asr ric
Attached a1 two ite which were lace 1 our

table outside the briefing room by some of our groups.
I thought vou might find t¢ 1 of interest.

B:jet

Attachments a/s


















"In summation, I want to say to you that there can
be no gqu s;tion. The national secui ty of all the
Americas is at stake in Central America. If we
cannot defend ourselves there, we cannot expect to
prevail elsewhere. Our credibility would collapse,
our alliances would crumble, and the safety of our

homeland would be put in joepardy.

"We have a vital interest, a »>ral duty, and a solemn

responsibility.

"This is not a partisan issue. It is a question of
our meeting our moral responsibility to ourselves,
our friends, and our posterity. It is a duty that
falls on all of us -- the President, the Congress and
the people. We must perform it together. Who among
us would wish to bt ir responsibility for failing to

meet our shared obligation?"

Ask for Highlights of Activities of the Groups

present.














