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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 6, 1984

Dear Dr. Lowery:

This is in response to your recent mailgram
to the Pr j;ident regarding the "kidnap" of
Bishop Schlaefer from Nicaragua.

As you now have no doubt heard, the Sandinista
government claim that the bishop had been kid-
napped was totally false. After the fir :
report of the "kidnapping," the Sandinistas
claimed the freedom fighter contras had killed
the bishop. This too was false.

Our U. S. intelligence reports were accurate and
timely. Our interest was high because of the
importance of the situation, which you recognized.

As the news media have reported, Bishop Schl: :er
promptly revealed the truth at a news conference
when I react 1 safety in Hondur: . He escaped
without injury from the Sandinista bombs and mortar
attacks on the fleeing Nicaraguans who broke out of
mass imprisonment in Sandinista detention camps.

I am sure you will be pleased to learn that the
President subsequently called Bishop Schlaefer to
congratulate him on his courage in voluntarily
accompanying the thousands who fled to freedom.

No doubt many Americans will gain a better under-
standing of the nature of the Sandinista government
from this incident.

Sincerely,

; = - i

Jp Lk

Mbrton C. Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

Dr. Joseph Lowery

President

Southern Christian Leadership
Conference

334 Auburn Avenue

Atlanta, Georgia 30312









THE WHIT HOUSE

WASHINGTON
January 16, 1984

Mr. Frank H. Bewick,

Publisher

T. ES-HERALD NEWSPAPERS
13730 Michigan Avenue
earborn, Michigan 48126

2ar Mr. Bewick:
It was a real pleasure to speak with you this aft¢ 10o0n.

It is obvious that Dr. Bundy h:¢ given you an insight on the
situation that exists today '1 Central America which far too
few have a chance to hear. Because your interest in Central
America has been heightened by Dr. Bundy's remarks, I thought
you would be interested in some additior 1 items on Central
America. I believe you will find Ambassador V¢ ion Walters'
s :ch particularly interesting.

I st 1 look forward to hearing from you ¢ 31in and hope :
you will be able to record Dr. Bundy's remarks > that
may share them with your readers.

Sincerely,

-
/s

e E. Thomann
ffice of Public Liaison

Enclosu: 3 a/s



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
January 16, 1984

Mr. Arturo Roldan

Pre Ldent-elect

LATIN AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Post Office Box 30240

New Orleans, I 1isiana 70190

Dear Mr. Roldan:

Thank you for your leti : to i e President regarding your
support for his programs in Central America.

The Office of Public Liaison has been engaged in an extensive
outreach effort to inform the public of the situation which
exists in Central America. As part of this Outreach effort,
we conduct weekly briefings on Central America wt r:e our
audience is ¢ le to hear and question Administration spokes-
men who are charged with implementing the President's Centre
American policies.

Ambassador John D. Negroponte, whom you mentior 3 in your
sample letter to the’invitees for your investment fact-
finding mission, spoke to one of our Outreach meetinc . I
am enclosing a copy of Ambassador Negroponte's remarks
because I am sure you will find them of interest.

~ hope your investment fact-finding mission was very
successful and applaud your efforts in that r jard.

Sincerely, )
o > /
/0 , )/ ! 7
Morton C. Blackwell
Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 19, 1984

Dear Mr. Tc eire:

Thank you very h for the copy of "Caribbean Today."
I found it verv interesting, and I appreciate your
pr e of t esident's policy in Central America.

closed per your request is a list of attendees at
our Wednesday briefings. I am sure that many of the
people would greatly enjoy your offered copies.

Thank you for your help.

Cordially,

;4 g ,}
] e
I
7‘ COTENS

Morton C. Blackwell
Special Assistant to the
President for Public Liaison

Arthur Tonsneire, Jr.
President and Chairman .
1st Southern Federal Savings
First Southern Federal To r
P.0. Box 16267

Mobile, Alabama 36616



Federal Savin_s

AND LOAN ASSOCIATION

FIRST SOUTHERN FEDERAL TOWER
P.O. BOX 16267, MOBILE, ALABAMA 36616, 205/473-0700

ARTHUR TONSMEIRE, JR.
President Shairman

January 6, 1984

. Morton Blackwell
Special Assistant to The President
Public Liaison
Suite 191, 01d Executive Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20500

ir Mr. Blackwell:

Attached is a copy of the CARIBBEAN TODAY, the new publication that I
ment i to you.

We would 1 glad to send a copy to each of the members of your committee
if you will furnish me with their addresses.

Please note the article by Ramiro Gurdian.

Sincerely,

f .
Lod | o /
Arthur Tonsmeire, Jr. 'LEL)

/vlr

Enclosure
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July 5, 1983

Ms. Faith Whittlesey

Assistant to the President for
Py lic Liaison

2/WW

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Faith:

As you indicated last week, the Central American situation
has become a key Administration issue. This Administration,
as well as all previous administratic s, has had difficulty
in communicating the full ramifications of this Central
American situation. Other big issues have always come along
and crowded it out.

Perhaps the impact would come across if you present the full
story in & structurec and concentrated time span ana 1n a
way that will tell the story of what the Administration is
trying to accomplish in Central America. Also I think it
must be in a somewhat dramatic way, or I'm fearful you won't
get the attention of the American people.

I would like to sugcest the following for consideration:

ot

. Designate a "Central America Month", during which
a carefully-orchestrated series of activities an
take the President's message to the American
people.

2. Structure a group of truth sguads (patterned after
the o0ld GOP truth sguads of the '50s and '60s)

three people, including experts from the Ad-
ministration and volunteers from the privat

sector. There should be an expert on the military
and political situation, one on the eco »mic
situation and one on the social situation. Of
course, the term "truth sguad” should not be used,
but some other appropriate name could describe
their efforts. ..



Ms. Faith Whittl
Fage Two
July 5, 1983

3. Have the President hold summit meetings with
appropria‘ Administrati 1 officials at locati s
such as Miami, Houston, Dallas and Phoenix.

4. During this Central America month, have cabinet
officers address platforms including state
legislatures in key states. The President also
should address legislatures in some of the key
states.

5. Devise special blitz efforts for the 10 or 12
largest cities and media areas where mayors and
local people could be involved.

6. Have the President write an open letter to readers
of weekly and daily newspapers.

I hope some of these ideas may prove useful to you and
others in the Zdministration working on the problem of

C tral america. If I can be of further help, please let me
know.

best wishes.

Sincerely,

Clyde A. Wheeler, Jr.

CAW:cbb



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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T~ WHIT t USE
WASHINMN TON
July 21, 1983

Mr. Clyde A. Wheeler, Jr.

Vice President - Government Relations
SUN COMPANY, INC.

Suite #820

1800 K Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Clyde:

Thank yvou fc¢ your very helpful letter of July 5th
with suggestions for actions in support of the President's
policy in Central America.

I am glad you were able to attend our briefing for
business leaders on July 13th in the Indian Treaty Room.

We are already working on meetings with State Legisla-
tors. We are also targeting border states ¢ 1 community
leaders in key media areas for special attention by White
House briefings and by providing Administration speakers
for key leader's meetings in these areas.

We are not now budc :ed for "truth squads," but I
unc¢ :stand that a coalition of conservatives, the Central

American Freedom Alliance is, with Richard Viguerie's help,
planning to fund a "flying truth squad."

Attached are copies of the four White House Digest
papers which have been issued through our Outreach Working
Group on Central America.

If there are any other topics which you think should
be covered in this series, please let me know.

Again, thanks.

Cordially,

TM UO(Q FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY
! (x%”“¥~7 ) Assistant to the President
*¥Lﬂvﬁ? for Public Liaison





