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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Alfred Antenucci 

Dr. Wendelborn - attending physician 

Georgetown University Hospital 
Go in Emergency Room entrance -
ask directions to elevators and 
go to Coronary Care Unit 

Room C41-09 



THE WHITE HOCSE 

\\'AS!!! ~GTO:\ 

May 17, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOAN DECAIN 

FROM: BOB BONITATI 

SUBJECT: Birthday greeting 

Please send 90th birthday greetings from the President 
to: 

Thank you. 

- ./ 

Mrs. Rose Barbera 
953 Belmont Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11208 



,' THE WHITE HOUSE ~ 
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STRAIGHT WIRE - JUNE 19,1901 

Mr. Alfred Antenucci 
c/o Statler Office Tower 
Grand Ballroom 
Euclid Avenue at E. 12th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 

·· . . . •.. 
·: . ,• 

·; 

Nancy and I feel very privileged to join in this special 

tribute to Alfred Antenucci. 

~ We are .very 9rateful. for .the courage he displayed in 

helping to tackle the man who is accused of shooting me 

and three other men on March 30. 

This is a very proud moment for Mr. Antenucci .and for his 

family, friends, and community, and both Nancy and I want 

him to know how much we appreciate what he did. He ·is a 

brave American whose first thoughts were of the safety of 

others, not himself. 

With our warm personal regard and our greetings to all who 

aro present this evening. 

Sincerely, 

RONALD REAGAN 

RR:J .. IVINGSTON;vs _ .. _ .. _ .. --~--.. --. ......._, 
cc: H.vonDarrun/Livingston.6!~-~!c~ _ Farrell/CF 
EVENT: JUNE 19 ' 
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STRAIGHT WIRE - JUNE 19,1981 

Mr. Alfred Antenucci 
c/o Statler Office Tower 
Grand Ballroom 
Euclid Avenue at E. 12th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 

Nancy and I feel very privileqed to join in this special 

tribute to Alfred Antenucci. 

- we are very grateful for the courage he displayed in 

helping to tackle the man who is accused of shooting me 

and three other men on March 30. 

This is a very proud moment for Mr. Antenucci and for his 

family. friends, and community, and both Nancy and I want 

him to know how much we appreciate what he did. He ·is a 

brave American whose first thoughts were of the safety of 

others, not himself. 

With our warm personal regard and our greetings to all who 

are present this evening. 

Sincerely, 

RONALD REAGAN 

RR:LIVINGSTON;vs ,, 
cc: H.vonDamm/Livingsto~c~ Farrell/CF 
EVENT: JUNE 19 . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 18, 1981 

MEM)RANDlM FOR OODIE LIVINGS'IDN 

FM: Janice Farrell 

RE: Presidential Message to Alfred Antenucci 

On Friday evening, June 19, there will be a testirronial dinner in 
Cleveland, Ohio to mnor Alfred Antenucci, the man who helped tackle 
John Hinckley on the day that the President was shot. The President 
personally telephoned Mr. Antenucci after he was released fran the 
hospital after the incident, but we thought that it might be appropriate 
to have a telegram sent fran the President to the test.im:>nial dinner. 

I have attached a backgrounder that was done on Mr. Antenucci prior 
to the President' s phone call. This might help with sane ideas for 
a telegram. 

The foll()V.ling are the details that we have on the dinner: 

June 19, 1981 
6:30 p.m. Cocktails 
7:30 p.m. Dinner 

Statler Office Tower (216) 696-6800 
Grand Ballroan 
Euclid Avenue at E. 12th Street 
Cleveland, OH 44115 

Sponsor: Cleveland Building Trades Council 
Mr. Charles Pinzone (216) 361-8077 

You can phone me on X2397 if there is any other info:r:mation you may need. 



----- ---

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DATE: 5/4/81 

TO: Red Cavaney 

FROM: Bob Bonitati 

/ 

For your info _v/: __ _ 
Per our conversation 

Other: I'm sure we haven't 
heard the last of Mr. Antenucci. 



WASHINGTON STAR -- Saturday, May 2 

" ; · .. ~ .. -

.• . · 

El Feels Left Out 
Labor leader Alfred Antenucci is miffed. An· 

· tenucci is .the man ~ho grappled with and might 
have spoiled the aim of the man who allegedly 
shot President ReJgan. Antenucci said yesterday 
he was "disappointed" the president did not men­
tion his nrime in his address to Congress Tuesday 
night. Before speaking about his economic pack­
age, Reagan offered tribute to the other three 

· · 'wounded with him. Antenucci, the president of 
· · Carpenters Unfon Local 1750 in Cleveland. said 

he would have felt better if the president had 
. mentioned his name at the time, "I was hoping · 
Re~gan would say something," said Antenucci. 
"But he must have his reasons." , 



- I l"'Jl .:.•'""" :;::"§ .. 'h "'li' • · · • i~~1:Hi·~-~~)+~~~·'i:···)>~~ -I Hard-Hat Hero, 68, Proves H1slove for America·~~~~ ... _ 
I B l ·" FL · '- IA/I. U ~ t/ Hilton with the TV cameras ~~ ~ · 

~ 

eite 1uat 1.reep rr11en Tie Jtarte · fon~~~~~l:W~1~·e:~:~o~f;; 
r'L . • II n . .I . educate my kids and build a guy. He was wearing a Jong 
.J1100tJnn at liUf rfeSJuent finehomerormyramily.rnt- overco.atbuttonedall the way 

:I · · erally did build my home with up. Hl~ haI?-ds were thrust 
-- By ALFRED ANTENUCCI my own hands in a suburb of deep m h1~ pockets. He 

· ' I was roaring curses as I crushed my knee I Cleveland, Ohio. . needed a ~air~ut, and I r~-
"· · I' h 'd . f h member thmkmg "Gee this mto the cowardly neck of would-be assassin John m t e pres1 ent o t e • k . d ' 1• ·,, ' · · h · Carpenter's Union Local 1750 guys nee is ir y. 
Hinckley Jr. S.econds earlie~ I ad clubbed him to in Cleveland. I was in Wash- Suddenly, my attention was 
the ground Wlth my. bare fists as h.e pumpe~ a ington, o.c .. on the day of the diyerted to the ~oor of the 
barrage of shots at our beloved President outside assassination attempt, at- Hilton. The · President came 
the Washington Hilton . tending the annual Building out. You all remember what 
H 1 · 0"'.n bootstrap~, from ~hoe- and Construction Trades Con- happened next. · 
~te ·. . . . shme ~oy to um~~ boss, m the vention at the Hilton. In a flash I · saw a gun ap-
I m m love with Amen- American tradition. My dad 1 . d p 'd t R pear in Hinckley's fists He · · · · f I I m1sse res1 en ea- · ca. And when this creep was B;n immigrant rom ta y. , h t th h t 1 b t 1 held it with two hands and 

·H' kl · h t d · gan s speec a e 0 e' u f' d ff h f' h I · d . me ey, w o was s a~ • I fought and worked my wanted to get a look at him ire 0 t .e irst s ot. raise 
. mg next to me, began fir- way up from the bottom to and was waiting outside the both my fists above my head 

ALFRED ANTENUCCI 

Reaga·n· Himself 

ing I did what any · red-~· ·--· - --· - ,-~ ... and clubbed. them down on 
bl 'd d A · Id · • ·' · · · the back of Hmckley's head. I 

'. o~ e . meric~n wou ·· .a · t ·heard another shot and I kept , . 
do for his President and . . . - ! battering him. It s one of my g?~ls to im-

Called to Thank 
Me Personally _ 

country. t>-- • \ "' · With each blow, Hinckley p~es~ upon our citizens that 
I belted him! . c. • \.\ sank lower .and kept firing. He it s,,vital we all help each oth-
I hammered him · to the :; -~ was crouched between my er. . 

,,. ground as he .sprayed the legs when the Secret Service How do I feel about it? 
·President and his men with men piled on. · My heart goes out to the 
bullets. " . I was raging mad. America Hinckley family - most of all 

I was right in the middle of belongs to each and every one to Hinckley's mom. I know. 
that crush of Secret Service of us. We're free. We can elect how it feels to be a parent. I 
agents and police you saw on our leaders and throw them have a son who's a golf pro 
TV immediately after the as- out. We can say what we want and a daughter who is a fed-
sassination attempt. We were and believe what we want. · eral jury commissioner in 
all on top of Hinckley. After I got out of the hospi- Cleveland. I have three lovely 

· I landed in the hospital for tal, President Reagan him- grandchildren. 
10 days with high blood pres- . . self called to say thanks per- I'm proud that me, the son · 
sure and an irregular heart- .. . .. . . :'>· :~, • . . • • . .. .. i::-;.~. sonally . . Jt was the biggest of an immigrant, was able to 
be~t - but I'd do it a pin. ill"." • · . ~· ,. . • . • .~ • , ·~ . " .ii!£\ .. "· · ~ . thrill o~ my life. The Presi- pro"'.ide a good life for my 

Im 68 rears old. Im only _ . : . · . :t,, ~_ . · ,,,/ ~ . 4 ... !; ~~· "'.·· .' ,,... dent said, "Tha~k you for the famlly. . . 
5 feet 2 mches tall, but for . ,~~~,·~·~~~ ,,,.~··. , ~~r:~~r,.; i~>"<~~·;.' , ~. , · · .~ courageous action you took We have a system m this 
our President and America ( '.• ~: ... · ·~;;-~:· ,~ .~···nr•~;1 ·, ,·.,·;"~~~.·i[::l-;<·f-t~~; :~ ~<~ outside the Hilton. We need country whereby the poorest 
I'd fight an army of John .... · ~· · · · • ............. ~~_,_,__...-.._.w.. · "'· '"'""' f'· ·• ' " more guys like you around. kid on the block can become 
Hinckley Juniors. MOMENTS ·after shots were fired at President; Ante- What you did wa·s brave. You I President. I'm proud to be 

I pulled myself up by my nucci ·and assailant were under this police pi le-up. had no thought for yourself. American. 

9 



WASHINGTON STAR -- Saturday, May 2 

• ·Feels .. Left Out 
Labor leader Mfred Antenucci is miffed: An· 

tenucci is the man who grappled with.and might 
have spoiled the aitn of the man who allegedly 
shot President Reagan: Antenucci said yesterday 
he was "disaiJpoin,ted" the president did not men· 
tion his name in: hiS'address to Congress Tuesday 
nigh to Before speaking about his economic pack­
age, Reagan . offered .tribute to the other three 

·wounoed with him. Antenucci, the president of 
· Carpenters Unfon Local 1750· in Cleveland, said 

he would have 'felt better if the president had 
mentioned his name at the time. "I was hoping 
Re~gan would say something," said Antenucci. 
"But he mlist have his reasons." 



------·- - ·~------·----~ ~-- .. ],~_b-_1~5- ... : _t_.;S~ ,}~L 
.. , ... L . 

If» I ..... o·.. ",~,, . · . ~·., ..., . ~ ' \."' ~. . ";, 

·:.··c.~ ~· ~ · .. . : . . ...., e~~, . e 
. ~ By PHIL ROURA and TOM POSTER 

Carpe&JtiJr \Yhc saved f!loaJgn~ iwalts for a ~t811@1nll·J?~M' 
Alfred A. Antenucci is a very disappointed man. 

He sits by the telephone in his kitchen in a suburb of . 
Cleveland, waiting for a call from the White House, 
or at least from a high-ranking presidential aide. 
Antenucci believes he is entitled to the call. So do his 
friends and some Secret Service and FBI agents. 

Why? Because on March 30, Antenucci was the 
first person to pounce on John W. Hlnckley Jr. as 
Hinckley allegedly fired six shots at President 
Reagan. AJ; a result, Antenucci suffered chest pains 
that landed him in George Washington University 
Hospital, the same place Reagan was taken. 

"I CAN'T IlELIEVE this myself, no matter how 
hard I try," Antc>n\.icci, a 63-year-old carpenters 
union business agent, Said. in an exclusive interview 
with the Poople Page. "Not a. word. Not a sound. 
Nobody has .called. Nobody has talked to me since I 
was in the bpspital. I would give my life to save the · 
President. l)n not looking for any honors, but you 
would thinlt;.i that there would be somebody who 
would say something. Like during Reagan's speech 
.¥> Congress."About 23 people came over and said the . 
President would thank me because it would be his 
first public talk. But not a word." 

Antenucci had attended the AFL.CIO meeting that 
Reagan addressed at the Washington Hilton Hotel 
March 30, and he was outside the hotel when the · 
President was shot. After subduing the suspect, . 
Antenucci was interrogated by FBI agents for hours 

'Nobody has called .(or) has 
talked to me.' -Al Antenucci 

UPf 

and then suffered what everyone thought was a heart 
attack. He was confined to bed for 10 days. 

"It wasn't a heart attack, but heart palpitations, an. 
irregular heartbeat, and I've been on strong medica- · 
tlon since," he said. "I'm sick as a dog and weak. The 
medicine caused terrible diarrhea and the doctors say 
they've got to do something, but don't know what." 

Sounding as if he was on the verge of tears, 
Antenucci added: "I'm really upset. You know, I 
.would give my life for my President. I remember 
. standing there and seeing that gun. I saw the gun. He 
was next to me. I'm 68, I can't fight a kid. So I hit him 
on the back of the neck as hard as l could and his 
gun, which he held with two hands aimed right at 
Reagan, came down. He kept shooting with one.hand. 

"I W As TOLD later by high authorities that four 
of the six shots hit the sidewalk and probably one of 
those bullets ricocheted and hit Reagan. I pounded 
him. I tried to break the aim of fire. But there ls 
doubt in my mind now. I have trouble sleeping. I 
keep thinking that if I shoved him instead that I 
could have stopped him. I jumped on him, I was 
punching him and wrapped my legs around him. 

"Then all the Secret Service men ju'mped on top 
of us and they were yelling at me, 'Get the hell out of 
here,' but I couldn't move because my leg was under 
Hinckley. Goa, it seems like it never happened but it 
did. I'd do It again. I'd give my life for my Presldent. 
But I feel like nobody cares." 

9 
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DAILY NEWS (New York) Friday, May 1 

·:.'.1> ~~- ··' ''; ·• :~,·· ~):~··:~ ..... """"'"''& '-'-1<--\"lt' 

·p . I ... :eop_e . By PHIL ROURA and TOM POSTER . 

Carpenter who saved Reagan waits l~r a 'tlt•lifc·yo~' 
Alfred A. Antenucci is a very disappointed man. . ·- . .: . .. · ·and then .suffered what everyone thought wa~ a .heart 

He sits ·by the telephone in his kitchen in a suburb of . 'N b d . h II· d ·( ;\ h attack. He was confined to bed for 10 days. ' .. · 
Cleveland, waiting for a call from the White House, , _ 0 0 ._ .. Y _ .. -as C8 . -~ . · Or I aS "It wasn't .a heart attack, but heart palpitations, an : -.. 
or -at least from -a ·Mgh-ranking presidential aide. · talked to me.'-AJ Antenucci irr~gu1ar heartbeat, and rve been on strong mei!tca-
Antenucci believes he is entitled to the call. So do his . tion since," .Jle said. "I'm sick as a dog ~d weak. The _ 
friends and soine Secret Service and FBI agents. . . ·medicine caused terrible diarrhea and the doctors say · 

Why? Beeau·se .on March 3o; Antenucci was the they've got to do something, but don't know what" 
first person to pounce on John W. Hinckley Jr. as Soundi~g as if he was .on the verg~ of tears, . 

~ Hjnckley · allegedly f_ir~ spc shots at President Antenuc~1 added:. ~~rm really u~set. You know, I 
.. Reagan. As a result, Antenucci suffered chest pains woul~ give my .life for .my President. I remember 

· that landed him in . George Washington University ...J>tandmg there and seeing that ~un. I ~w the gu~. He 
Ho8pital, the same place Reagan was taken. , ·was next to me. I'm 68, I can't fight a kid. So lbithlm 
· "I CAN'T BELIEVE this myself, no matter how on the back of the .neck as har_d as -I ~ould ·and_ bis 

. hard i· try," An_teq,ucci, a 68-year-old carpenters gun, which he held. with two ha~ds armed right at 
union business agent, lia-idjn an exclusive interview · Reagan, came down. He kept sh°.otmg with ~ne. hand. 
with' the Poople Page. "Not.a. word. Not Ji sound. '!I WAS TOLD later by high authorities that .four 
Noboey has .called. Nobody has talked to me since I · ()f lhe !~ shots hit the sidewalk and probably one of · 
was in ~e !Wspital. I would give my lif~ ~~s~ve ~:e . . tbo~e buUet.s rieocbe;ted and hit Reagan. I pounqed . 
President .. l)n not looking lor any honors, but you . him. I tried to break the aim. of fire. But there -ls 
would th~.i. that there would be somebody _ who doubt in my mind now. I have trouble sleeping. I 
would say something. Like during Reagan's speech . keep thinking that if I shoved ·him instead that I 
to Congress.'About 23 people came over and said the : could have stopped him. I jumped· on -him, I .was 
President would thank me because it would be his 

1 
punching him and wrapped my legs aroun<l him. 

first public talk. But not a word." . · . "Then all the Secret Service men jumped on top 
· . Antenucci had attended the AFL-CIO m~ting thllt . of us and they were yelling at me, 'Get the hell out of 
Reagan addressed at the Washington Hilton Hotel · ·here,' ·buM couldn't move because my leg was under 

: Mareh so; and he was outside the hotel when the· Hinckley. Goa, it seemsJike it never happened but it 
President was shot. After ·subduing the suspect, did. rd do it again. I'd give IQY life for my President. 
Antenucci was interrogated by FBI agents for hours " ., , Uflf But I feel like nobody cares." · · -

. )jj . 



WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 1, 1981 

BOB 

GAY SHANA 

Request f 
to Alf red 

I spoke with the Scheduling Department today, and 
it has been decided that a letter from the President 
would be more appropriate. 



MEl•:'ClNG: 

Dl\'.i E : 

Ci'\DlNET 

\V /\ ~:; H I ;-.JC: T 0 :·J 

SCllI::DULE PEOl'O::;/\ l, 
DNI'J':: 4/7-1/<U 
FEOM: Eli zabet:h Dole 
Vll\: 

'l'elephone to l\lfrcd Antenucci, (216) 662-0536. 

ASJ\P 

To personally thank Mr. Ant~nucci, the gentleman 
who helped -L:ackle the nnn accused of shooting the 
President on Monday, March 30. 

:r.oca. ti. on: Phone~ Cdll 

Duration: Brief 

PhRTICIP~TION: Non~ 

PI<.ESS 
COVElU\GE: 

S'J'.i\YF : 

lZEC0.1-E,iEND: 

OP1?0SED : 

PHEV:J:o u ••· 
P,\f.'!'IC :. eATION : 

Bl;CKGI<OUND: 

.. \ 

While a patient at G~a~ye tuwn University 
Hospital, Mr. Antenucci was visited by 
Secretar y Donovan and Robert Bonitati , 
il Whit2 Hom>E~ staff rnernbcr. 

See u.ttachcd . 



TALKING POH!'i'~; 

I 1 ve beard about what: you did for me on March 30 
and I want you to know how much I appreciate your 
courage. 

How are you feeling now? 

I 1 m sorry the~ Secret Service~ wouldn 1 t let you J.n 
to hear my talk ... but rnRyb2 there wLll be ano t h e r 
tirn :~. 

(Mr. Antenucci arr ived at the BQllr oom 
too l a t .n and tri;~ Secret Servi.cc. woul..d:1' t 
porrnit him to e: t l:e:c . 'fhat. ' s 1;.rhy hE: ;:;tood 
outside to see you as you departed.) 

I understa nd the Se cret. Service 11 r.ou9hed you up" 
a bit. 

(The Secret Service knock2d him down in 
tllP. scuffle, but Mr. Antenucci is most 
nnderst.andLiJJ.) 

I want. to let you knm·1 ago.in hm-1 much I appreciat:.e 
your couro.ge. 



Bl\.CKGEOUND 

Alfred Antenucci, 69 years ol<l, is the head of 
the District Council of Carpenters in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mr. Antenucci helpe d t .ackle the man accused of shooting 
the President on Monday, March 30. He was hospiLal i zed 
in the Corona r y Cc:tre Unit: at: Gc~ors3etown Universit.y 
Ho ~~pi tal in the afternoon of .March 30 afte r h e complained 
of an irregular hear~.~eat . He was visited in the 
hospital by a Whi te House s ·ta f f mcn~b0:c , Robert F . Bonitati, 
and Secretary Donovan. 

Mr. Ante nucci was re l eased on Wednesday, April B. 
A White House car was sent to pick him up r<t th ·.,: 
hosp ital. On the way to the airport, Mr . Antenucci 
1,;;as taken on a toe:.:- o f th·2 cherry b lossc:ns . Upon his 
arrival at the airport, Mr. Antenucci was take n to 
the United Airlines Hcd Carpet Lounge where he: was able 
to wait until h is f l igh t depar~cd. 

Mr. Antenucci can b e r eached at his home in Garfield 
Heights, Ohio at ( 216 ) 662 -0536 . 
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'.1'0: 

VIl\: 

FM: 

RE: 

Ti I L \ \ ; .1 i i TI·'. Ii ( i t ; :'-; t·'. 

\ \'. \ s l t I 0i CT\) ;.: 

April 20, 1981 

Elizabe th H . DoJ e 

Ecd Cavancy / J<1ck nnrqcss 
/1 

Bob Bonitati ! ~ ; 
i• " ) 

I . 
.;·•·" ' 

P:ceside n tia.l 'l'cleph one Call Lo Alfred AnU::nucci 

I \,7ould like to recommend th;:1t the Pres:!_ cJ(c:llt call 
I\l frcd l\n tcnucci I t .h e sc~n!:_ l er,1e n who h elj)C' ci LacLJc 
the w.an acc:c.scd of !:;}10ot.ing the Prcs1-dt:·,nt o n I•lc.>nd a1 , 
March 30. 

I arn told that a loca l tef;tirnon ial is bein 9 planne d 
for Mr. An tcnucci in the Cle V'-'' 1<1nd a r e>c't 2nc1 it wet.; ld 
b e n i c e for him to b e <:tble to r~pol. r that the~ Pres i dent 
personally tha nk ed him for h is e f forts . 



'rl\Ll(IUG POIN'I'S 

I've heFlrd about what you did for me on Ma.rch 30 
and I wa11t you to know hmv much I appreciate you r 
courage. 

Hm·1 a:.:-e you fe e ling nov1? 

I'm sorry tltc~ Sc:cret Service v;oulc1n' t let you 1. n 

to h r.~ a:i:~ my tc'll k. .•• but mayb ,, i:J.Y~rc \T:i 11 be <1nc,U1·~» 
timo. 

(Mr.. l\ntr:mucci 2.r:·ived at the Ballrocx.1 
t o o late and the S2cret Service woul d a't 
p e rmit him to enter. That 's why he S toa~ 
outside to s ec you as you depa ~tod.) 

I understand the Seen:) t Service: "roughed y ou up" 
a bit. 

(The Secret Service knocked him down in 
t he scuffle, but Mr. Antenucci is rno ~; L 
underst anding.) 

I want to Jet you kncnv agai n how much I a.pprecic.te 
your courage . 



BACKGROUND 

Alfrpd Antenucci, 69 yearu old, is the head of 
the District Council of Ccirpentc rs in Cleveland , Ohio. 

Mr. Antenucci h e lped tackle the man accu~-;ed of shootin0 
the President on Monday, March 30. lie wa~ hospi talized 
in the Coronary Care Unit at Ceoj·:~JC::<J>\·/n Univ(.;r~; i _ ·i :.y 
Hospital in the aften1uon of i"'larclt :-; 0 a r: tcr he ccr;1.plain2d 
of an irregulQr hear tbeat. He was vislted in the 
hospj_tal by a White House Staff rn c~mber, Hobert F. Bonita ti, 
and Secretary Donovan. 

Mr. Antenucci was released on Wednesday, April 8. 
A White House car was sent to pick hjm up at the 
ho s pital. On the wciy to the airport, Mr. Antenuccj. 
was taken on a tour of the cherry blossums. Upon his 
arrival at the airport, Mr. Antenucci was taken to 
the United Airlines Red Carpet Lounge where he was able 
to wait until his flight departe d. 

Mr. Antenucci can be reached a t his home in GaLfie ld 
Heights, Ohio at (216) 662-0SJG. 



' 

' 
TALKING POINTS 

61t 11~,.el. .Jd 
I've heard about what you did for me last HoR~ay 
and I want you to know how much I appreciate your 
courage. 

How are you feeling now? 

I'm sorry the Secret Service wouldn't let you in 
to hear my talk ... but maybe there will be another 
time. 

(Mr. Antenucci arrived at the Ballroom too 
late and the Secret Service wouldn't permit 
him to enter. That's why he stood outside 
to see you as you de parted.) 

I understand the Secret Service "roughed you up" 
a bit. 

(The Secret Service knocked him down in the 
scuff le, but Mr. Antenucci is most 
understanding.) 

I want to K~eh ,eti a :5peedy recove:z:'.11 aaa t.o let you 
kno~ain how much I appreciate your courage. 



'\ 

' 
BACKGROUND 

Alfred Antenucci, 69 years old, is the head of 
the District Council of Carpenters in Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Mr. Antenucci helped tackle the man accused of 
shooting the President on Monday, March 30. He 
~es 5een hospitalized in the Coronary Care Unit 
at Georgetown University Hospital since Monday 
afternoon after he complained of an irregular 
heartbeat. He has been visited in the hospital 
by a White House Staff member, Robert F. Bonitati, 
and Secretary Donovan. 

Mr. Antenucci was schse1Mlcd to Sc: released on 
Saturday, April 3, but his attending physician, 
Dr. Wendelborn, tentatively changed his release date 
to Monday, April 6. 

?r. Antenucci and Dr. Wendelborn can be reached 
(on 625-2411 at the Coronary Care Unit. 

~ P,i..A, """ - ~ ~ k-......------- - - --::... 
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BACKGROUND 

Bob Georgine, President of the Building and Construction 
Trades Department, AFL-CIO, cancelled the program 
for the closing two days of their National Conference 
on Tuesday morning, March 31. 

He told the 4,300 delegates he was taking this 
action out of respect for President Reagan and the 
other three men wounded in the assassination attempt. 

Mr. Georgine will be in his office on Monday morning, 
April 6 and can be reached at 647-1461. 

I 
I 
( 



TALKING POINTS 

I want you to know how sorry I am that I ruined 
_your meeting last Monday. 

I understand that you adjourned your conference 
on Tuesday morning. I saw the statement you issued 
and I'm most appreciative. 

I also appreciate the warm reception your delegates 
gave to me and I hope you will let them know that. 

As soon as I get out of here, I hope we can sit 
down and talk for awhile. 



BACKGROUND 

Alfred Antenucci, 69 years old, is the head of 
the District Council of Carpenters in Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Mr. Antenucci helped tackle the man accused of 
shooting the President on Monday, March 30. He 
has been hospitalized in the Coronary Care Unit 
at Georgetown University Hospital since Monday 
afternoon after he complained of an irregular 
heartbeat. He has been visited in the hospital 
by a White House Staff member, Robert F. Bonitati, 
and Secretary Donovan. 

Mr. Antenucci was scheduled to be released on 
Saturday, April 3, but his attending physician, 
Dr. Wendelborn, tentatively changed his release date 
to Monday, April 6. 

Mr. Antenucci and Dr. Wendelborn can be reached 
on 625-2411 at the Coronary Care Unit. 



TALKING POINTS 

I've heard about what you did for me last Monday 
and I want you to know how much I appreciate your 
courage. 

How are you feeling now? 

I'm sorry the Secret Service wouldn't let you in 
to hear my talk ... but maybe there will be another 
time. 

(Mr. Antenucci arrived at the Ballroom too 
late and the Secret Service wouldn't permit 
him to enter. That's why he stood outside 
to see you as you departed.) 

I understand the Secret Service "roughed you up" 
a bit. 

(The Secret Service knocked him down in the 
scuffle, but Mr. Antenucci is most 
understanding.) 

I want to wish you a speedy recovery and to let you 
know again how much I appreciate your courage. 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HO U SE 

WA S HI NGTO N 

April 20, 1981 

TO: Elizabeth H. Dole 

VIA: Red Cavaney/Jack Burge~ 
FM' Bob Bonitati 6 
RE: Presidential Telephone Call to Alfred Antenucci 

I would like to recommend that the President call 
Alfred Antenucci, the gentlemen who helped tackle 
the man accused of shooting the President on Monday, 
March 30. 

I am told that a local testimonial is being planned 
for Mr. Antenucci in the Cleveland area and it would 
be nice for him to be able to report that the President 
personally thanked him for his efforts. 

Attachments 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

';.p , /_, WASHINGTON 

\ f~ April 1, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVE GERGEN 

FROM: RED CAVANEY ti 

:l 
.'I 

! I 

///1' 
!: ~ I ( f 
I/ 
r / 

This morning Bob Bonitati called on Alfred Antenucci at 
Georgetown University Hospital to inquire about his condition 
and to express concern. Antenucci, who apparently will be 
under care in the hospital for at least a wee~was overjoyed 
at the special attention. Bob's visit went unreported by the 
press. 

Mr. Antenucci is a registered Democrat, however, a very big 
supporter of the President. If you are soon considering 
telephone calls by the Presiden~ this might be a very appropriate 
one. 

cc: Frank Ursomarso 

11 DC' '! ·: 
h[ I\ J. ~l: 

7 . 
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CLEVELAND CUPI> -- ALFRED ANTENUCCI~ HEAD OF THE OHIO BUILDING 
.,.oor-.,..,... 1u1rot1 T" 11nr·or.,...fj1 --.er-. ItJ uol'11r•iGTnt1 1:1r11 H-i1 roRFG'!' Ao li\fH't~ ._.1\1 tiH .i.:• nl\;)1.i1 t.1LL.V '' ¢."~i!11't ,~,,• ;1.i . n 1• ii'i.. _ LL r, 

H-oori::•E'"·T He "'IF""""oc-!'\ A. r-cu Ho1105 "'F-cr;t H- 1'E' pc!'\ T-Cvlc: TH· E MFf•-' t n I\ !:• 11 ) !.. .'.:IL•. r t r, I.. l' i l.. jij I . .' F-. i1 I L. '' l t i! L 1.. ll il:f . ,,., L. ! II 11 

ACCUSED OF SHOOTING PRESIDENT REAGAN~ LABOR OFFICIALS IN CLEVELAND 
CA (1'} Tlii'\QU . 
1.•1 .iL · 1~•v11Te 

A•'.,.C:P-Jlii'i.,I ···:> OF G·r·C"JE 1 0 U£.GH·.Ti' "Hirt UAC- "U CAIR ('rHJr>"T-•":«.I 11i1-1h.•v1.r ~- t·~·' lH~, '- 11 11 J!,)J '-'' ~·; Iii ... 1i'4 1' .' 1.·Lllh l ld1• 
THE CORONARV CARE UNIT AT GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL. 

ANTENUCCI, HEAD OF THE OHIO AFL-CIO BUILDING TRADES UNION, AND 
Atl·-·THER i-.. r:,, ... , ·nur> oR ... A I AROR .-.c:F1c·A1 cootzv r 111c·NAMARA .-,, "CDC" ~ ll 1 . . -· l 1- 'r t. L 11 !l -n t 1 1- \; LI, l .1 . 1- ' 1 i\ pr. I'. '-' • n • . n. . ' b c. ' !141- r. t.. 

IN . 

,.. ... ukll\TNr: ··111TCT!)E TUC 'IO"HIUGTO•J HTLT0··1 uoT ... I MOJJOAU OfTC:RNf1t'1~· llOPIUG . .:.la1Hl1. u liL• ... .'.!.\. ll"h .. Wno n . , .. I l . i1 !! !tL n l'H .T " · 11- Ju,·H !'.i . !4 

TO SEE THE PRESIDENT ~HEN REAGAN WAS SHOT. : 
ANTENUCCI AND MCNAMARA~ PRESIDENT OF THE OHIO STATE BUILDING AND 

CONSTRUCTION TRADES COUNCIL, HAD JUST ATTENDED THE AFL-CIO TRADE 
CONFERENCE THAT REAGAN ADDRESSED BEFORE HE WAS SHOT. 

THEY ORIGINALLY PLANNED TO GO GOLfING, BUT STAYED AT THE HOTEL 
BECAUSE OF RAIN. lHEY TRIED TO GET INSIDE TH~ HOTEL TO HEAR REAGAN'S 
SPEECH, BOT THE DOOR WRS LOCKED. 

nwE KNEW THE SPEECH WAS GOING TO BE FINISHED SOON, SO WE STOOD 
OUTSIDE, WAITING TO GLIMPSE REAGAN," MCNAMARA SAIOi 

AS THE'{ WAITED, ANTEtWC:CI TOLD HIS SON, DOMINIC, BY TELEPHONE (. 
MONDA\I NIGHT, "I SAW A YOUNG MAN STANfHHG Iff FRONT OF t1E WITH HIS~·--­

. HANDS IN HIS POCKETS. 
"THE NEXT TH1NG I KNEW, HE HAO PULLED A GUN OUT OF HIS POCKET,• 

ANTENUCCI SAIO. 0 1 SAW THE GUN ~IRE TWO SHOTS. MY FIRST REACTION ~AS 
TO PUNCH HIM. ·1 PUNCHED HIM A COUPLE THtES. 11 

ANTE NU C: C I T 0 L D H I S S 0 N HE ,J LIMP E.D 0 N THE . A LL EGE 0 G LHHlA N ; .. r 0 H N W • 
HINCKLEY, 25s OF EVERGREEN, COLO. IN TH~ FR~CRS THAT FOLLOWED, HE 
SAIDJ HE WAS STRUCK BY ONE Of THE SECRET SERVICE AGENTS TRYING TO 
DISARl'J THE MAN. 

MCNAMARA SAID HE WAS STANDING NEAR ANTENUCCI WHEN . 0 THE PRESIDENT 
CAME OUT <AND> THIS PUNK STARTED SHOOTING." 

'THAT'S WHEN WE WENT AFTER THE GUY," ~CNAMARR SAID. "AL GRABBED 
HI" FIRST. AL HAS MORE .GUTS THAN ANYBODY ELSE. 

"THEN I STARTED PUNCHING HIM CTHE GUNMAN>. I HIT HIM SO HARD IN. 
. I . 

THE HEAD I WAS LEFT WITH BLOOD ON MY KNUCKLES~" HE SAID. 
MCNAMARA SAID HE WASN'T ·AFRAID DURING THE INCIDENT BECAUSE "THINGS 

WERE HAPPENING TOO FAST FOR ME TO BE FRIGHTtNED." · 
BOTH MEN WERE QUESTION£D BY THE FBI, AND AITENUCCJ BECAME 

EMOTIONALLY UPSETJ COMPLAINING OF AN IRREGULAR HEARTBEAT~ HIS SON 
SAID. 

HE WAS TAKEN TO GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL BY A SECRET SERVICE 
AGENT fHrn · ADM IT TEO IN THE CORONARY CARE UN IT. 

THE .TWO MEN HEADED A GROUP OF ABOUT 350 OHIO BUILDING TRADES 
PEOPLE ATTEND I NG iHE THREE-OA'1' CONFERFNCE. 

UPI 04-01-81 10:21 AES 

-



l , - THE WH~TE HOUSE 
' WASHINGTON 

ALFRED ANTENUCCI 

(216) 662-0536 

5387 East lllth St. 
Garfield Heights, OH 44125 



MEMORAND UM 

TO: 

VIA: 

FR: 

RE: 

THE W HITE HO U SE 

WAS HIN G T O N 

April 1, 1981 

Elizabeth Dole 

Red Cavaney/Ja~Burgess 

ob Boni ta ti f 
Hospital Visit o Alfred Antenucci 

Early this afternoon I paid a visit to Mr. Alfred 
Antenucci at Georgetown University Hospital. As you 
know, Mr. Antenucci helped tackle the man accused 
of trying to shoot President Reagan on Monday. 

Mr. Antenucci is the head of the District Council 
of Carpenters in Cleveland, Ohio (not the head of 
the Ohio Building Trades Union as reported by UPI). 

I told Mr. Antenucci that I was visiting him on behalf 
of the President and the White House staff. I expressed 
admiration for his courage, discussed Monday's 
incident, and told him that I was sure he would 
eventually be hearing from the President. I also 
indicated to his son, who was present, that if there 
was any way we could be of assistance to please 
give me a call. 

Mr. Antenucci is 69 and long active in the Building 
and Construction Trades. He had been visited earlier 
this morning by Bob Georgine, President of the AFL-CIO's 
Building and Construction Trades Department and by 
William Konyha, President of the Carpenter's Union. 

I would like to suggest that when the President is 
able, he call Mr. Antenucci to commend him for his 
valiant efforts. 
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April 3, 19 81 

FM: 

1l 
,/'Jj 

IL'; ) Bob Boni tati -

Peter HcCoy TO: 

RE: Alfred Antenucci 

As I indicated to you on the telephone, the ge ntleman 
who tackled the man accused of shooting President 
Reagan is about to be released from Georgetown University 
Hospital. 

He is scheduled to be released sometime before noon 
tomorrow (Saturday, April 4). He is planning to have 
a press conference shortly after his release and is 
doing a tape interview for the "Today" Show. 

Mr. Antenucci is currently in the Coronary Care Unit. 
He does not currently have a telephone in his room, 
but I am sure one could be instulled quickly if Mrs. 
Reagan were to want to place a call. Mr. Antenucci's 
son, Domenic, is currently at the hospital and can 
be reache d at 625-2411 which is a telephone in the 
Coronary c ~ : c area. Mr. Antenucci 's doctor is 
Dr. We ndelborn who can also b e reache d at 625-2~11. 

hhcn I visite cl Hr. l\.nt8nucci o n 1'>1cdnc ~;d ,-;_ y , I c:':' ~:e r , ::;'l 

to b e cf as~istance and h2 has ask8d for some 
transportat ion to the a irport fo r a 3:20 P . M. f light 
as well as a tour of the cherry bJ.o s soms b e fore he 
leaves Wash i ngton. I am currently t~ying to mee t 
his request . 

Let me know if I can provide any more informat i on or 
if I can b e of f urthe :t.:· assistance to you. 
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TO: 

VIA: 

FM: 

RE: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 6, 1981 

Red Cavaney 

Jack Burgess & Bob Bonitati 

Update on Alfred Antenucci 

We talked to Georgetown University 
Hospital and it appears that 
Mr. Antenucci will be in the 
hospital for two or three more 
days. 

! , 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 3, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR DICK DARMAN 

FROM: ELIZABETH H. DOL~ 
SUBJECT: Suggested visitors/phone calls 

As per your request, I have one recommended visitor during 
the President's recuperative period, Mr. Bob Georgine, President 
of the AFL-CIO Building Trade Department. Mr. Georgine hosted 
the National Conference at the Washington Hilton Hotel at which 
the President spoke. Immediatly following the shooting, he 
disbanded the conference. Attached TAB A is the background 
material and talking points. If a visit is not undertpken, a 
phone call is suggested. -

Attached TAB B is a recommended telephone call to Mr. Alfred 
Antenucci. Mr. Antenucci, who developed heart problems and 
was hospitalized, tackled John Hinckley during the course of his 
assassination attempt on the President. He was roughed up 
in the process. ' 

Attachment 

w 



TAB A 

BACKGROUND 

Bob Georgine, President of the Building and Construction 
Trades Department, AFL-CIO, cancelled the program 
for the closing two days of their National Conference 
on Tuesday morning, March 31. 

He told the 4,300 delegates he was taking this 
action out of respect for President Reagan and the 
other three men wounded in the assassination attempt. 

Mr. Georgine will be in his office on Monday morning, 
April 6 and can be reached at 647-1461. 

'· ; 
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TALKING POINTS 

I want you to know how sorry I am that I ruined 
your meeting last Monday. 

I understand that you adjourned your conference 
on Tuesday morning. I saw the statement you issued 
and I'm most appreciative. 

I also appreciate the warm reception your delegates 
gave to me and I hope you will let them know that. 

As soon as I get out of here, I hope we can sit 
down and talk for awhile. 



, ' 

MEivIORANDUM 

TO: 

VIA: 

FR: 

RE: 

THE WHITE HO USE 

WASHIKGTON 

April 1, 1981 

Elizabeth Dole 

Red Cavaney/J~~Burgess 

Bob Boni tati f , 
Hospital Visit o Alfred Antenucci 

Early this afternoon I paid a visit to Mr. Alfred 
Antenucci at Georgetown University Hospital. As you 
know, Mr. Antenucci helped tackle the man accused 
of trying to shoot President Re agan on Monday. 

Mr. Ante nucci is the hea d of the District Counci l 
of Carpenters in Cleveland, Ohio (not the head of 
the Ohio Building Trades Union as reported by UPI) . 

I told Mr. Antenucci that I was visiting him on b e half 
of the Preside nt and the White House staf f. I e xpresse d 
a dmirati on for his courage, discussed Monday's 
inciden t , and told him t hat I wa s sure he would 
eventually be hearing from the President. I also 
indicated to his son, who was present, that if there 
was any way we could be of assistance to please 
give me a call. 

Mr. Ante nucci is 69 a nd long active in t he Building 
and Cons truction Trade s . He h a d been v i sited e a rlier 
this morning by Bob Georgine, President of the AFL-CIO's 
Building and Construction Trade s Department and by 
William Konyha, President of the Carpe n ter's Union. 

I would like to suggest that whe n the President is 
able , he call Mr . Ant e nucci to c omme nd him f o r h i s 
valian t efforts . 



MEMORANDL:~1 

TO: Dave Gergen 

-
THE VdIITE llOl'SE 

~··r~-r 
March 31, 1981 

'lt tk 
.. 

l.,.e le. Ii&..... I 
l~l 1~ FM: Bob Bonitati 

RE: Georgine Visit o the President 

As a followup to our luncheon conversation, please 
let me know if it might be possible to have Georgine 
visit the President at the hospital. I can easily 
arrange to have him make such a request. 

You may be interested to know that the Building and 
Construction Trades Conference met this morning and, 
out of respect for the President and those wounded, 
cancelled the remainder of their program for the 
next two days. They also issued the attached statement. 

cc: Elizabeth Dole 

-.., .. -- · 

\ 



J.Building and Construction Trades Department 
AFL-CIO 

815 SIXTEENTH ST., N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 • DISTRICT 7·1461 A.C. 202 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

MARCH 31, 1981 

GEORGINE CANCELS LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE 

ROBERT A. GEORGINE 
President 

JOSEPH F. MALONEY 
Secretary·Treasurer 

President Robert A. Georgine of the Building and ·construction 
Trades Department, AFL-CIO, today cancelled the program for the closing 
two days of the Department's Legislative Conference. 

He told the 4,300 delegates he was taking this action out of 
respect to President Reagan and the other three men wounded in an 
assassination attempt as the President was getting into his car after 
addressing the Conference Monday afternoon. 

The full text of Georgine's statement to the delegates follows: 

We gather here this morning still stunned, still horrified , 
still outraged by the tragic events outside this hotel 
yesterday afternoon. 

All last night, all this morning, hour after hour, in con-· 
versations with our friends, in the slow motion and stop 
action of all our modern techniques of electronic communica­
tion we have relived the latest chapter of what seems to be 
a continuing American tragedy. 

Our f eelings a re share d by millions of our countrymen. But 
I believe we may feel even a little deeper, even more 
painfully then they. For it was here that the awful events 
occurred. 

Only minutes before, we had listened to the President of 
the United State s. Our Genera l Preside nts,· on your behalf, 
personally had extended your welcome. And as the President 
spoke, his Press Secretary, James S. Brady, had stood to my 
right over there just off stage listening to the Chief 
Executive and scribbling notes on his copy of the text of 
the address to you. 

And as Mr. Re agan left the ballroom to your resounding 
cheers, Brady was a step behind. There, moments later, the 
routine scene became an unspeakable horror movie. Still 
another assassination attempt. Four individuals gunned 
down from almost point blank range. Well, we are all too 
familiar with what h a ppened. The pertinent question is 
what do we do now -- what do we do as a group and what do 
we do as indi v i duals. One ans we r is obvious. We turn to a 
source greater than all combined power for strength and for 
guidance. 

We of fer our most devout prayers for the fast recovery of 
Preside nt Rea gan. We pray for the critically wounded Jim 
Brady. We a s k f or t h e r e covery o f Secret Service Agent 
Timot hy J. McCarthy a nd Wa shi n g ton Metropolita n Police 
Officer Thomas K. Delahanty. 



' t 
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we send our deepest sympathy t.o the families of all four 
men felled in this cruel, senseless attack. 

And so I would ask at this time that we all stand in 
silence. 

What is now appropriate? It is my conclusion -- a decision 
shared by our General Presidents -- that out of our deep 
concern for President Reagan and for the wounded -- out of 
our respect for them -·- we forgo all formal activities as a 
conference. 

Our minds simply cannot. be j_n our activities at this time. 
The hearts of our partic ipant s would not be in their work. 
It simply is not appropriate that we continue. 

And so, sorrowfully, I am adjoux_·ning the formal conference 
at this time" 

There are functions scheduled which are planned by state 
and local councils and i .nternational unions in conjunction 
with the Department but not by the Department. A number 
of these, I understand, will continue as scheduled. How­
ever, I suggest you check with the organizer of the specific 
events. 

An example is visits that have been arranged for this 
afternoon to Capitol Hill . Although the Department has 
cancelled the buses, unless the Congressmen cancel the 
meet.in< the delegates should proceed. 

Well, my friends, that is it. Our hearts are heavy. Our 
spirits are dapened. We hope for brighter days. And our 
strength is sustained by the knowledge that we are 
surrounded and supported by people like you here in this 
room -- who understand, who appreciate. 

# # # 

For Additional Information: 

Alvin Silverman 
(202) 628-1688 
(202) 966-1350 



MEMORANDUM 

\ 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 31, 1981 

TO: Dave Gergen 

FM: Bob Bonitati 

RE: Georgine Visit o the President 

As a followup to our luncheon conversation, please 
let me know if it might be possible to have Georgine 
visit the President at the hospital. I can easily 
arrange to have him make such a request. 

You may be interested to know that the Building and 
Construction Trades Conference met this morning and, 
out of respect for the President and those wounded, 
cancelled the remainder of their program for the 
next two days. They also issued the attached statement. 

cc: Elizabeth Dole 


