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Transcript of Speech by Kohl at Bitburg Base 
BITBURG, West Germany, May 5 (AP) -

Following is a transcript of Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl's speech today at the United States Air 
Base at Bitburg, as recorded and translated by 
The Associated Press: 

Mr. President, members of the U.S. armed 
forces, members of the Bundeswehr, excellen-· 
cies, ladies and gentlemen, dear American 
friends, fellow countrymen. 

It is not often-that -the link between the past, 
present and future of our country reaches as 
vividly as during these hours at Bitburg. 

A few minutes ago, the President of the 
United States of America and I paid homage in 
the military cemetery to the dead buried there 
.and tl\µs to all victims of war and tyranny, to 
the dead and persecuted of all nations. 

Our visit to the soldiers' graves here in Bit­
burg was not an easy one. It could not but 
arouse deep feelings. For me it meant first and 
foremost deep sorrow and grief at the infinite 
suffering · that the· war · and totalitarianism in­
flicted on nations, sorrow and grief that will 
never cease. 

A Gesture of ReconciUation 
Stemming from them is our commitment to 

peace and freedom as the supreme goal of our 
polltiqu actions. And the visit to the graves in 
Bitburg Is also a reaffirmation and a widely vis­
ible and widely felt gesture of reconciliation be­
tween our peoples, the people of the United 
States of America and us Germans, reconcilia­
tion which does not dismiss the past but enables 
us to overcome it by acting together. · 

Finally, our presence here testifies to our 

friendship, which has proved to be steadfast·and · 
reliable and is based on our belief in shared 
values. 

I thank you, Mr. President, both on behalf of 
the whole German people, and I thank you very 
personally as friend, for visiting the graves with 
me. I believe that many of our German people 
understand this expression of deep friendship, 
and that it forbodes a good future for our na­
tions. 

The town of Bitburg witnessed at first hand 
the collapse of the Third Reich. It suffered the 
year 1945. It was part of the reconstruction in 
the years of reconciliation. For 25 years now, 
Bit!)urg has been the site of joint ceremonies ii] 
which American, French and German soldiers 
and citizens of this town and region commemo­
rate the victims of the war, ~d time and again 
affirm their friendship and their determination 
to preserve peace jointly. Here, close and 
friendly relations have evolved in a special way 
in these years between the U.S. forces and the 
Ge~an popul_ation. 

Bitburg can be regarded as a symbol of recon­
ciliation and of German-American friendship. 

Helpers, Partners, Allies 
Members of the Bundeswehr, most of you 

have been boni since May 8, 1945. You have not 
yourselves experienced the war and tyranny in 
this ~ountry. You grew up in the years in which 
we built our republic, at a time when friendship 
re-emerged and developed· between us and the 
American nation. You got to.know our Amer- · 
ican friends a!? helpers, as partners and allies. • 

Days like this are a suitable way of reminding 
our people's young g~eration in particular that 

this development, so favorable for us, was not a 
matter_ of course and that the preservation of 
peace and freedom requires our very personal 

· dedication. · . 
You, the members of the U.S. forces in the 

Federal Republic of Germany, serve your coun­
try, the United States of America, and our re-
public alike. . 

The security of the Federal Republic of Ger­
many is closely linl(ed to the partnership and 
friendship of the United States of America. We 
know whafwe owe you and .your families. We 
also know that serving overseas means sacri­
fice for many of you. Let me assure you that you 
are welcome guests in our country, in the Fed­
eral Republic of Germany. Do not-let a small 
and insignificant minority. give you a different 
impression. We sincei:ely welcome you here as 
friends, as allies, as guarantors of our secupty. 

Armed Forces' Close nes 
Relations have developed over many years 

between the U.S. armed forces and the Bunde­
swehr and are Closer than ever before., I should 
like to tha_nk you, the American and · German 
soldiers, for this partnership we almost take for 
granted. It strengthens our joint determination 
to defend peace and freedom of our nations, and 
this partnership - as I wish expressly to state 
here at Bitburg - thus is a source of _mutual un­
derstanding of our peoples, generating many 
personal friendships. 

I wish the members of the U.S. forces, I wish 
our soldiers of the Federal Armed Forces, I 
wish for us.all that together we make our contri­
bution to peace and freedom of our country and 
of the world - and may God's blessing be with 
us . . 

N1l 5 /1t/8S-
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CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS 

White House 
Speech Writer's Office 
Washington D.C. 20500 

'ID WHOM I T MAY CONCERN: 

April 26, 1985 

As per my prone conversation with the Media Liaison Branch 
of the White House, I am foi:warding my editorial letter. 

JM/gs 
Enclosure 

Sincerely Your, 

O'™WOJ\00 
Jack W. M::mcrief 

MAIQUIST & IDNCRIEF 
2100 Northrop Avenue, Bldg. 1200 
SacranEnto, CA 95825 
(916)921-1397 

608 "B" Bridge Street, Yuba City , California 95991 (916) 674 -1904 
2100 Northrop Avenue, Bldg. 1200, Sacramento, California 95825 (916) 921 -1397 

c r 
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CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS 

THE SACRAMENTO UNION 
301 Capitol Mall 
Sacramento, CA 95812 

ATTN: BRUCE WINTERS 

Re: Editorial 

Dear Mr. Winters: 

April 26, 1985 

• 
' 

c r 

As a historical note in defense of President Reagan visiting 
the military cemetery at Bitburg, any suspicions about the branch 
of the army from which these buried SS Soldiers came, were cleared 
by the evening news. The camera zoomed in on an SS grave marker 
which depicted "SS PR GR". In military jargon, this stands for 
SCHUTZSTAFFELN PANZERGRUPPE. 

This was a crack combat outfit that had about as much involve­
ment in the "Final Solution" as did the German U-Boat Crews. They 
abhorred civilian population control and policing duties that were 
carried out by that sinister SS group, the Totenkoph, created by 
Himmler, that the general public associates the SS with. 

The Totenkoph was despised even within the German Army itself, 
including the SS Panzergruppe divisions~ 

When a history book is opened for scrutiny, all the pages 
should be read. 

Sincerely, 

--c::PCN\ \J\J'<-» W'-D 
Jack W. Moncrief 

JM/gs 

CC: White House 
Speech Writer's Office 
Washington D.C. 20500 

608 "B" Bridge Street, Yuba City, California 95991 (916) 674-1904 
2100 Northrop Avenue, 8Idg. 1200, Sacramento, Collfornlo 9~25 (916) 921-1397 

, ,. 



Nrs . C'hades P. Sachs 
67 17 CHISHOLM DRIVE 

BALTIMORE, MD. 21207 

April 15, 1985 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Mr. President: 

. - -~~~~:-;- :;::;x,'"'-..+, 
0 J;:@: ;;.B.Il.u....=1.J. - - ~ 

e German - oio'Caust·; "'l ' left Germany in 1939 an 
ave not set~foo on German -soil since, fully conscious 

of the fact that ·. the new generation cannot be blamed 
for the Nazi mass murders. 

Still, there 
tics in this 
and children 

on your trip to Visiting a former concentration cam 
Germany would show the world that 

a~~e£ he e.ns~ieas_..killing of 
., ~ , t4.-l 

milli.ons of innocent - -
opl~~. ·- - . -- -· ·'-

...... -
Sincerely, 
~ ., .. , \ \ \l 
\l)~~~v\~ 

Ruth .A. Sachs 



President Ronald Reagan 
The Wbi te Bouse 
Washington, D. Co 

Dear President Reagan, 

April 13, 1985 

Your decision to place a wreath in a Nazi cementery vas the 
right one for many reasons. 

As President it was right for the large Tiew to the future. 
It lays a foundation stone for Peace through conciliation. 

Politically, it was right because it shows respect for a 
staunch ally. 

As a Christia.n i~ is right because it shows charity. 
Chzi ■tians are called to :forgiTe. """th'Oll:t _, 

h&i;ned _ o:""!th _ -as t • r i'r. - ·-:,_ e _ 1:~ u ua . .,. a:'6 .... 
•--=,,-C-•--- -- ~-- •....-~-i.,-f\tH>·.,_, 

~ani. ~,. .... ..In forgiTing enemies we inTite forg1Teilees anacn~ 
a ope ul ambient for positiTe interaction. 

For a long vhile -we haTe been burdened by the horror of the 
holocaust. The Jewish outcry, their pain is deeply understand­
able. The allied soldiers whose liTes ve~e deeply disrupted, 
those who were disabled and who aav their comrades die, haTe 
suffered great 

burden of 
a climate for PEACE. 

Sincerely, 



1. ... / , .J . ~ I 
\ p.OBERT E. BULLARD 

BOX 276 
CHAPTICO, MAkYLA"IP 206it 

April 17, 1985 

e House 
shington, D. c. 20006 

Mr. President: 

I applaud VO....llT decision to visil-a -German......war dead _ 
ceme~ary~.---The men I served with in the campaigns from Normandy 
to- Austria would not resent your action. I don't remember the 
Jewish G.I.s I soldiered with showing this synthetic hate for 
the men who fought us. 

-~:"-~:::1J-•rt1:".1Y"" ._..2; ~- ;-::,-.-.:::.;. - • --- t, ,~R ;3.:'_!l!J.::!'l:::l;:;Cll~ !" "-.;~ ..c~ mb~- el:'i . -9 4 4 , - ""I. 1 ay ... : ... 011-...a dar.lc"l'.:-:col...d=f:l-ee-i: ·c ""in ... ·th .,_ · ~ 
ital at Reims, surrounded by Germans with tre~ih ... foo±;---t.Ge~-­

ck --and ·dropping--off:-7t- was .....,Bu"'lge" . tlme-: - On April 29, 1945, 
I atched our lead tank take a hit on the Autobahn-Dachau overpass , 
A ~ingle squad held up our whole armored division for an hour. 
Th last day of the war I buried a young SS man near Wasserburg. 
M~ tbs later, hpme, with the mails restored, I wrote his family in 
A~$tria, telling them ·where he was buried. _ He had been drafted in 
Ja\ip~J',2-._kj. l_J.ed_..in -May. ""These men, too, were Hit er s~ viet.-im_s _ __ :1,-, 

The middle-east mentality may not understand you. but 
those who served on the line, those now serving in Germany, and 
~he Germans of to-day will understand and appreciate your position. 

Thank you for keeping decency alive 

RespectfullyL, /~ 

ROBERT E. BULLARD 
(then Sergeant, now 

Captain, Infantry, retired) 



President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

Monika Roberts 
1285 Autumn Wood Circle 
Manchester, Missouri 63011 
Phone: (314) 391-6917 
April 18, 1985 

( 3 11) 1,s- - 1P1k In) 

/,u.1/i/ We /JS. 

//2e,,J /J:_cJ~ S.., N'. µ.Ji J-

tJ /V 

I note with interest that the press is attacking you in regard to your 
planned visit to the Bitburg Cemetary in Germany. 

As a fellow American (I immigrated to the United States 23 years ago), 
I feel compelled to tell you a story that may offset some of this 
criticism. 

My father, Adolf Dressler, is buried at Bitburg. He was a farmer in 
his late thirties, not a member of the Nazi Party, when he was drafted 
into the infantry from our small community close to Koblenz. During 
his tour of duty, he saw action initially on the Russian Front and 
missed the Leningrad Siege by just a few weeks. 

As the war was coming to an end, he was assigned to an infantry 
regiment fighting in Luxembourg. 

On January 19, 1945 (see attached copy of grave marker), he was killed 
in Luxembourg. A nineteen year old German soldier wrapped my father's 
body in a blanket and carried him on his back for three days to assure 
him a burial on German soil. Through the young soldier's help, my 
father's remains were located several years later and moved to 
Bitburg. 

I consider it an honor that my President plans to visit the last 
resting place of my father. 



President Ronald Reagan 
April 18, 1985 
Page Two 

Only a handful of SS-Troopers are buried at Bitburg. The rest of the 
graves are those of many Germans like my father, who were forced to 
serve under the Nazi regime. 

If this correspondence can be of any assistance in supporting your 
visit, feel free to make reference or have your staff contact me for 
further details. 

cc: Mr. Larry Speakes 
Press Secretary 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Senator John C. Danforth 
490 SROB 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Sincerely yours, 

/! 
I I; 

.·" -1 
L>[~ (./ v 
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DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 
,. 

• 
• ·' 

.: .,,. 

\·::\·}~?f 
4 H••,• ' 

• 

AFTER RECENTLY BECOMING A BAT-MITZVA.tL., I HAVE SUDDENLY BEEN 

FACED WI TH IJ:I E HARB.H REAL IT I ES OF BE I NG A JEW. I HAVE REAL I ZED 

AND COME TO GRIPS WITH THE FACT THAT THIS rs A NON-JEWISH WORLD. 

THIS HAS PRIMARILY FOCUSED MANY OF MY RELIGIOUS INTERESTS ON THE 

HOLOCAUST. 

THE OTHER DAY, DURING A DISCUSSION IN MY SOCIAL STUDIES CLASS, I 

BROUGHT UP WHAT I THOUGHT WAS AN INT ERESTING POINT REGARDING YO UR 

FORTH COMING TRIP TO GERMANY. I WOULD LIKE TO SHARE IT WITH YOU, 

AS A POSSIBLE SOLUT I ON TO THE CONTROVERSY THAT HAS ARISEN. 
' 
~ 

-. ' 

:~·-· 

', .: 
~- .. ,. 

-, I 

] 
l 

· 11 

I 
ALTHOUGH I UNDERSTAND YOUR POSITION, I CANNOT BR I NG MYSELF TO 

AGREE WI TH YOUR SO LUTION. I DON'T FEEL IT WILL AVOID MORE 

raii~ "ii:n.Jdtit':th ◄>i1:1kdtrri :s t1itiit1ii'¥k>mt' btls,;;ie,>-i:"-"#ti?lhG'.tiH ,ut:r ·c, .. ,..,.~l&~ .:..:.,.,.~.!.~~• 
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CONFLICT WITH TH E SURVIVORS OF CONCENTRATION CAMPS AND THE 

J EWISH ORGANIZATIONS WHO ALSO DISAGREE WITH YOUR DECISION. I 

HAVE READ THAT YOU HAVE TRIED TO OVERCOME THE PROTESTS BY ALSO 

VI SITING A CONCENTRATION CAMP. WHEN THAT DID NOT STILL THE 

PR OTESTS, YOU THEN SAID YOU WOULD LAY THE WREATH IN TH E CEMETERY 

I N HONOR OF THE I NNOCENT GERMANS. HOWEVER, TH E PEOPLE BURIED 

THE RE AR E UNKNOWN SOLDIERS. HOW DO YOU KNOW WH I CH SOLD IE RS WERE 

IN NOCENT AND WH I CH WER E S.S. MEMBERS? ALTHOUGH IT WAS VERY 

CO NSIDERAT E OF YOU, I T HAS STILL LEFT MANY PEOPL E UNSAT I SF I ED. 

SI NCE YOUR OT-HER APPROACHES WERE UNSUCCESSFUL, MIG ffT I RESPECT--FULLY SUGGEST THAT IT WOULD BE FITTING THAT YOU LAY THE WREATH 

JN HONOR OF THE FUTURE OF GERMAANY. THIS WILL HELP TO PLACE THE 

PAST BEHIND THEM AND WILL ALLOW GERMANY TO DEAL WITH THE BITT ER 

ME MOR I ES OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THEIR COUNTRY . ON THE OTHER HAND, 

·~. -·- --- .... ,,t .. :.. ..,\.,. .... "':•.:.t"!:.r-t~~~-.,~..:,r; )..,t~•--~ ... 1".:-:. ... '""· ~!• .•;.•·~•-:-... ,?-;;·,._ "~/-.. :1'~'f.t. .... ~~~""~":"",i'f~~ .. -.. 4"'';~f\, ... '-':'I' ....... . .-....,..111ttjo .. 
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NOT DEG RADE THE FEELINGS OF ALL THOSE JEWS WHO SUFFERED 

THROUGH THE MANY YEARS OF TORTURE. WE MUST ALL REMEMBER SO THA T 

IT WILL NEVER OCCUR AGAIN. 

I HOPE THAT YOU AGR EE WITH MY SOLUTION AND ARE ABLE TO PUT IT TO 

GOOD USE. I FEEL I T WILL SATISFY ALL WHO ARE IN DISAGREEM ENT 

WITH YOU, AS WELL AS THOSE WHO ARE NOT. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME. 

3_ .. ,~ ..... ,. 

,.,,.,,. 
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It was Christmas Eve, and 
tl,e last, dcJ/u:mte German of­
fensive of World War II raged 

around our tiny cal,in. Suddenly, 
there was a /mock on tire door ... 

\ H,· ;1,ln\ ; l>igcst 
.. r;, •;1 !'t'r-.011·· ,\ ward 

nv FRITZ VtNCKEN 

\t\T '"" we hea"'I 1hc knock -Mother nor I h:1CI the slightest ink-
ling of the quiet miracle tl1:1t lay in 
store for us . 

I was 12 then, and we were living 

bc,rcJetr:t;~f.~~J ;~'-~1~:~;~ 
tage on hunting weekends before the 
war; when Allied bombers partly 
destroyed our hometown of Aachen, 
he sent us to live there . He had been 
ordered into the civil-defcme fire 
guarcl in the hordcr town of Mon­
schau, four milrs :iway . 

"You'll be safe in the woods," he 
had told me. "Take care of Mother. 
Now you're the man of the family." 

But, nine days before Christmas, 
Field Marshal von Rundstcdt had 
launched the last, desperate German 
offensive of the war, .and now, as I 
went to the door, t¼a r ti. f II~ 
BtNpJllCM4ASgil1g2,111§11,bdiid 161#,-Wi! 
heard the incessant booming of field 
guns; planes soared continuously 
overhead; at night, searchlighu 
stabbed through the darkness. Thou­
sands of Allied and German soldiers 
were Oghting and dying nearby. 

When that first knock came, 
Mother quickly blew out the can-

" I 

I ., 

' 

THE READER'S DIGJ::s1· /11nuary 

that was the way Mother began to 
treat them. 

Now Mother said to me, "Go get 
-~ Hermann. Ami hring six potatoes." 

.,..,, ...:ru -•'~·{;;;::"'f,t'tf';~~ ~nf~· This was ~ serious departure from 
or man spo,e to Motlier 111 a Ian- our pre-Christmas plans. Hermann 
guage we did not understand, point- was the plump rooster (named after 
ing to a third man lying in the snow. portly Hermann Goring, Hitler's 
She realized before I did that these No. 2, for whom Muther had little 
were American soldiers. Enemies/ affection) that we had been fattening 

Mother stood silent, motionless, for weeks in the hope that Fathe~ 
. her hand on my shoulder. They would be homl' for Christmas. Ut11 , 
were armed and could have forced some hours before, when it was obvi ­
thcir entrance, yet they stood there ous that Father would not make it, 
and asked with their eyes. And the Mother had decided that Hermann 
wounded man seemed more dead should live a lcw more days, in case 
than alive. "Kommt rein," Mother Father could get home for New 
said finally . "Come in." The soldiers Year's. Now she had changed her 
carried their comrade inside and mind ;!g:1in : Hermann would serve 
stretched him out on my bed. an im111nlia1c, pressing purpose . 

None of them understood Ger- While Ji111 and I hdped with the 
man. Mother tried French, and one cooking, Rohin tuok care of Harry. 
of the soldiers could converse in that He had a bullet through his upper 
language. As Mother went to look leg, and had Jlmost bled to death. 
after tkwoundcd man. she said to Mother tore a bedsheet into long 

strips for bandages. 
' Soon, the tempting smell of roast 
chicken permeated uur room. I was 
setting thr tahk when once again 
there came a knock at the do.:.•r. Ex -

I w .1s p.1raly 1.c: d with lc :1r . ,\I . 
thuugh still :1 child , I knew d1t' 

t lianh bw : ~hd1c1 ing Cllt'lll)' so ldins 
c:onstitutt'<I high t1t'a so 11 . \\'c wuld 
all be shu1 I l\l 111hcr was frightrn cd, 
loo . I In l;1,c w. 1~ whit e. b111 she 
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1971 TRUCE IN THE FOREST IIJ 

stepped out side and said, quietly, 
"Friihlichc: W c:ihnachten." The 
soldiers wished her a Merry Christ-
1nas, too. 

• "We have lost our regiment and 
would like to wait for daylight," ex­
plained tht corporal. "Can we rest 
here~ .. 

"Of course," Muther replied, with 
a calmness horn of p:rnic. "You can 
also have a fine, warm meal and eat 
till the pot is empty." 

The Germans smiled as they 
sniffed the aroma through the half­
open door. "But," Mother added 
firmly, "we have three other guests, 
whom you may not consider 
friends ." Now her voice was sud­
denly sterner than I'd ever heard it 
hcfore. "This is Christmas Eve, and 
there will he no shooting here." 

"Who's inside?" the corporal de­
manded. "Amerikt1111:r?" 

Mother looked at each frost­
chilled face . "Listen," she said slow­
ly . "You could be my sons, and so 
coulJ those in there . A hoy with a 
gunshot wound, fighting for his life. 
I--lis two fricncls - lost like you and 
just as hungry and exhausted as you 
are. This one night," she turned to 
the corporal and raised her voice a 
little, "this Christmas night, let us 
forget ahout killing." 

The corporal stared at her. There 
were two or three endless seconds of 
silence. Then Mother put an end to 
indecision. "Enough talking!" she 
ordered and clapped her hands 
sharply. "Please put your weapons 
here on the woodpile - and hurry up 
heforc the others cat the dinner!'' 

i')azedly, the four soldiers placed 
their arms on the pile of firewood 
jmt inside the door: three carbines, 
a light machine gun and two ba­
zookas. Meanwhile, Mother was 
speaking French rapidly to Jim. He 
said something in Engli4l, ind to 
my amazement I saw the American 
boys, too, turn their weapons over to 
Mother. 

Now, as Germans and Americans 
tensely rubbed elbows in the small 
room, Mother was really on her 
mettle. Never losing her smile, she 
tried to find a seat for everyone. We 
had only three chairs, but Mother's 
bed was big, and on it she placed 
two of the newcomers side by side 
with Jim and Robin. 

Despite the strained atmosphere, 
Mother went right on preparing 
dinner. But Hermann wasn't going 
to grow any bigger, and now there 
were four more mouths to feed. 
"Quick," she whispered to me, "get 
more potatoes and some oats. Thest: 
boys arc hungry, and a starving man 
is an angry one." 

While foraging in the storage 
room, I heard Harry moan. When 
I returned, one of the Germans had 
put on his glasses to inspect the 
American's wound. "Do you belong 
to the medical corps?" Mother asked 
him. "No," he answered. "But I 
studied medicine at Heidelberg un­
til a few months ago." Thanks to the 
cold, he told the Americans in what 
.sounded like fairly good English, 
Harry's wound hadn't become in­
fected. "He is suffering from a severe 
loss of blood," he explained to 

11,f TIii:: READER"S DIGJ:SF 

Mother. "What he needs is rest and 
nourishment." 

Relaxation was now beginning to 
replace suspicion. Even to me, all 
the soldiers looked vcrv vounir as we 

c:F;rrre~~lt p;~~;-hT;·fi><iJ b;·g 
he drew out a bottle of red wine, and 
l-leinz managed to find a loaf of rye 
bread. Mother cut that in small 
pieces to be served with the dinner; 
half the wine, however, she put 
away-"for the wounded boy." 

Then Mother said grace. I noticed 
that there were tears in her eyes as 
she said the old, familiar words, 
"Komm, Herr Jn,u. Be our guest." 
And as I looked around the table, I 
saw tears, too, in the eyes of the 
battle-weary soldiers, boys again, 
some from America, some from Ger­
many, all far from home. 

Just before midnight, Mother 
went to the doorstep and askeJ us 
to join her to look up at the Star of 
Bethlehem. We all stood beside her 
except Harry, who was -sleeping. 
For all of us during that moment of 
silence, looking at the brightest star 
in the heavens, the war was a dis­
tant, almost-foe 

made him an invigor:11i11g drink 
from our om: egg, the n:st of the cor­
poral's wine and some sugar. Every­
one else had oatmeal. Afterward, 
two poles and Mother's best table­
cloth were fashioned into a stretcher 
for 1-larry. 

1 mci'r lincs. Looking over 
Jim's map, the corporal pointed out 
a .;tream. "Continue along this 
creek," he said, "and you will find 
the 1st Army rebuilding its fon:es 
on its upper course." The medical 
student rclayc<l the information in 
English. 

"Why dun 't we head for Mun­
schau ?" Jim had the student ask . 
"Nein/" the corporal exdaimeJ. 
"We've retaken Monschau." 

Now Mother gave them all back 
their weapons. "Be carefol, boys," 
she said. "I want you to get home 

ou hclonl!. Go<l 

tmed imidc, Modin 
had hro11gln 0111 the old fa111il y 
Bible. I glanrnl over her shoulder . 
The hook wa s open to the Chri stma s 

' story. the Birth i11 the t\Lingcr ;111d 
how the Wi sc Ml'l 1 ~·;111ll· li1 ,111 :1br 
beari11g their gilt \ . I In lin~n w.1 s 
trari11g 1hc Li st li11c li11m M.11d1nv 

y nours, and swallo\~ed some 
broth that Mother fed him . With die 
<lawn, it was apparent th :11 he was 
becoming stronger. Mother now 

\ 

2:12: " . .. they depart ed inltJ their 
O\\'ll l"lllllltrr ;1nothn w ;1y." 

- , .. , . , ... 
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-- 1819 N. Curson Avenue 
Los Ange I es, CA 90046 

Aprl I 12, 1985 
Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President, Unl ted States 
Washlngton, o.c. 

Dear SI r: 

My a«> brothers were In the u.s.Annu, and fought In World 
War 11. One of my brothers was honorably discharged when 
the war ended with the defeat of the German anay In May,1945. 
My other brother was kllled fighting the Nazis. 

I 111.1st confess to deep shock and outrage at your stated 
Intention to honor the German war dead. The blood of 
the Americans who were kl lied by that Nazi war machine 
must c out against your honoring their murderers. 

Please, sir, do reconsider. If you are unwllllng to 
coamemorate the mllllons of Innocent clvlllan victims 
of the systematic Nazi terror, do not balance that 
unwl 11 lngness wJ th a 1 auda tory gesture toward the 
•11 ltary machine of Ge~ny which has al ready plunged 
the world Into two conflagrations. 

I would appreciate a response to IIY plea. 





/ 

c/1-Ll'n.'Ll cR ou.n.lhal, cM.!::.b. 
24610 HARDING 

OAK PARK, MICHIGAN 46237 

54 7·9363 
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The President 
The Whie House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Reagan, 

ALFRED B. UDOW, PH .D. 

3 ■LY COURT 

GREAT NECK, N . Y. 1101.I 

April 13, 1985 

May I add my voice to the pro.test against what I consider 

to be your ill-advised decision to honor the Nazi war dead 
on your upcoming vi$it to Germany and to ignore the Allied 
war dead during that visit. 

I understand your wish to honor the soldiers on the other side 
who were merely doing their duty in trying to kill as many 

Americans as they could, but I cannot understand the statement 
attributed to you which imply that there are scarcely any 
individuals left imxe who were involved in World War II. 

Mr. President, there are still millions of American veterans 
alive, myself included, who feel insulted by your reported 

decision. 

P,ease reconsider. How about a visit -- no matter how brief 
to t be tomb of the unknown soldier in Paris during your visit 
to France? The French were our allies in that war, you :might 
remember even if you did not take part in it. 

Sincerely, 



HERMAN H. RAPPAPORT• 124 SOUTH LASKY DRIVE • BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA 90212 • C213 l 5!50-B40!5 

April 17, 1985 

Ms. Anne Higgins 
Special Assistant to the President 
and Director of Correspondence 
The White House 
Washington D. C. Personal and Confidential 

Dear Ms. Higgins: 

I was very pleased to learn of the President's 
reconsideration of his European stops. As a long supporter 
of the President through my efforts with U.R.F.C. in Los 
Angeles County, I was dismayed with his initial program 
to honor German war dead, including members of the infamous 
S.S., while ignoring both the concentration camps and the 
American war dead. 

The President's deep felt concern for the victims 
of the Holocaust is well-known - {let alone our own military 
dead), but the misreading of his intentions in Europe would 
have given comfort to Nazis everywhere! 

The President's correction of what obviously was 
a staff blunder has been well received but I do hope that 
he'll find time to honor our own war dead by visiting an 
American cemetary, too. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ ~1 / J I 
~ ~ 'f../ ~<'J'll-3'-

H e rma n H. Rappaport 

P.S. If there is anything on the West Co~st I might do for 
you, please let me know. I'll be attending a Department of 
Commerce Private Sector Advisory meeting in Washington on 
May 9th. 

HHR:bjs 
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ZI ONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 
WESTCHESTER REGION 

132 CRARY AVENUE• MT. VERNON, N. Y. 10550 • (914) 668-1800 

President Ronald Reagan 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear President Reagan, 

April 19 ,1985 

Despite the misunderstandings and 
difficulties concerning your upcoming trip to 
Germany we express full confidence and trust 
in your stated intentions to do the very best 
for the United States. 

We know that your negotiations with 
representatives of the German government will 
result in benefits -for both nations. We are 
confident that the resolution of the misunder­
standings concerning arrangements for the 
trip to Germany will be resolved and that the 

:effectiveness of your . leadership will continue 
to unite the free world. 

as/bs 

With respect and appreciation, 

"Leadership - Since 1897." 

old Spicehandler 
Regional Director 

. 
i 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN TON 

TO: o~ ew 

FROM: KATHY OSBORNE 

DATE: 

Personal Secretary 
to the President 

4-26-85 

As we agreed, I won't show this 
to RR before we l.eave. 

However, Mrs. Loeb certainly 
has a way with words. Do 
you think it would be worth 
passing a copy of her letter 
(editorial) on to the speech-
writers regarding the Bitburg 
ceremony? 

NSL:Mrs. S. Raymond 
Enclosure 

n 0-~b~ 
Nackey ~ 

--- -

The Union Leader N :i::::: 
) · MANCHESTER. N.H. 03105 · 603 668-4321 

~ptffl SUNDAY NEWs 
William Loeb. President and Publisher. 1946-1981 

Nackey Scripps Loeb. President and Publisher 

there is support 
rmany. Note the 
~fter listening to 
,wling about your 
Lt this might be 
knowledge. 

"There Is Nothing So Powerful As Truth " 

' \ 
' I 

\ 



The Union Leader N :::r=' 
UNION LEADER CORPORATION · 35 AMHERST ST .. P.O. BOX 780 · MANCHESTER, N.H. 03105 · 603 668-4321 

April 23, 1985 

President Ronald Reagan 
#16691 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Ron: 

~= SUNDAY NEWS 

William Loeb. President and Publisher, 1946-1981 

Nackey Sc ripps Loeb, President and Publisher 

Just to let you know that there is support 
for your scheduled trip to Germany. Note the 
enclosed front page editorial. After listening to 
all the hyenas of the media howling about your 
insensitivity, I thought that this might be 
appreciated. Don't bother to acknowledge. 

Sincerely, 

n~b4 
Nackey "-.j 

NSL:Mrs. S. Raymond 
Enclosure 

· "There Is Nothing So Powerful As Truth " 

--- -

I '. 
'I 

\ 
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Meaning o1 a Wreath 
When we· are asked to hate the sin but love the O 

i · sinner, it's not easy, as President Reagan is finding out. Z 
·. Visiting the graves of German war dead is an act of ; 
I respect for young lives lost in combat. It is not- as the c, 
I mind-molders of the media would have us believe ....!. an ; 

acceptance of the horrors of Nazism. .. 
For young men to dfo in combat is a tragedy, no E 

matter their nationality. German mothers wept too, for ~ 
death does not discriminate between people· of different % 
races. A wreath laid in a German cemetery in no way 5 
justifies the evils of aggression, Nazi or otherwise. "' 

. Incidentally, 99 percent of those in the Bit burg Cem- !" · 
etery were not SS troops. ~ 

The lessons of history work very well if we remem- ?= 
ber the evils of the Hitler regime. Hitler's strength was I 
due in large part to a free world that ignored . and con- 3

0 doned his early advances until the whole world was :1 

forced into that most bloody war. Today, as aggression t 
once more spreads across the world, we had better re- "!­
member that lesson. J> 

A wreath at a cemetery doesn 't mean we've for- 1 
given the forces -of Nazism· or forgotten the victims of ;:; 
their crimes. It doesn't mean that the Ameri"~nc: "'"" w 

, ·foiigfil and died to stop the Nazi onslaught did so in vain. .._ 
i Rather, it means that we express sorrow and ,re- : 

spect for lives lost in a terrible war. The message of that "' 
wreath should be that all mankind suffers when despots 

' seek to enslave and all mankind should pay respect to 
lives wasted and lost on the world's battlefields. 

Nackey Loeb, Publisher 

I '. 
' I 

\ 
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Attached is the checking. r~port of Fritz Vincke·n' s piece 
... • . 1 , __ ;:'• • .·;~ . ~ - \ , .. • • . .. : .' 

"Frohliche Weihnachten,_.Jank~~-.:·<·_. . . . . _ 
, As you suggested, ;Jlie, only · possible way o! checking it ,was 

• ·.. . . . . ' ,; . ; ~- . ·:f ~ : .. . 
to go and see the author1 s mother, M.ra. Elisabeth VirJoken, _as 

. ' ' > ~ .... ' ... . . ' ' . . ' 

rapidly as poas1ble, 1~· 6-rder. ;to ·,get _the story from her. Thia is 
' . -~ . . .::. - . -:; .. ., . . ' . 

how I l)roeeeded; : .;• - .·. .. . . . · 

Th_e day after we re6~-ived :.tl?:~·:. ~tory, · j · 1~tt. for Aachen \ \ 

( oot Essen, as stated !1.~ ' the ·telephone· interview) where Mrs. 
' . ' . . . . . . . 

V1ncken lives. First I tried to find out whether her son had 

been in touch with her regarding his story. Mrs. Vincken very 
happily showed me dozens 'of pictures of her son, daughter-in-law 

and grandchild, and read a great many of her son's letters to me. 
; . . . 14 

Only once, in a letter dating back to la.et spring, does he mention 
- , . . . J r 

their "peculiar Christmas. in Hurtgen Forest with those Germa~~ ~nd 
- ' . . 

American eoldiers under our roof, which my American friends think . 

absolutely extraordinary. rt Mrs. Vine ken · did not give the seot.ence 
a second thought. · She can~~-t u~d·e~strtnd p~ople who would want to 

. . . . 

hear about "that awful war.~ It 1a quite ojrtain that Fritz ~ 
Vincken did not send his mother the textt nor did he aak her to 

write him about it. Mrs. Yincken is a very simple ~rid motherly 

woman and entirely trustworthy. 

/ , ' 

Then I asked her to tell me the story. She did so in o~~ s~n­
tence: "We were in Hurtgen Forest I just my little boy a.nq. 'i an:d . 

. . . . : . . ~ . 
we were prepared for a vei;_y lo-nely Christmas when those poor Ameri-

• , . • ·• . . , · I , , ·, I 

can boys, dressed as aoldiers, __ and those poor German boys• al~o 
dres s ed as soldiers oame and spent the night with us. 11 The details 

came very slowly and hesitatingly . and without chr'onologi~'~l ~~der 
' I ' . . . , • .I 

during the following two hours • . Mrs~ Vino ken obviously had n·ever . 
thought a.bout that p a rticul~r Christmas during the last 20 }ears.·. 

, , . , t .. I '. 
But once all the details were put in ple.ce, her story r -esembled·' 
her s on,_.. entirely, w'i th only tw_o · qr three little thing's mi~s1\1g: 
such as the names of the Ger~ans, , the cigars and the Gern;!~'n~ telling 
the A~ericans which route to take. The only point ·whe;e ~-~ther :: . . . 
Vine ken 's e tory differs 'sligh tly from her son Is is the 'pi'ace where 

' ~ ' ~.. ' 

the German s put their weapon~. A minor point, · really. : .. / ~ .~_t; _. 
From t he 9tart Mrs. V1ncken told me that neither their cottage,. 

nor Hi.irteen Forest· wer_e still there. Hurtgen Forest had been badly 

' \ 

.i . ' 



I 

' .. _. ._,._. 

~&v~~ed during the b~ttle of the bulge. After the war it was 
cut down entirely anj maje into a resettlement area !or Prussian 
and Silesian .refugees. Since Hurtgen Foreat bordeim. the Siegfried 
line, it was miDea to the h1lt by the G~rmans, whioh 1A another 
reason why it had to be cut down. Mrs. Vinckeo's statements were , 

., ,.~ • - · j 

later confirmed by several Belgian apd German customs of!iciala, ·' 
our driver, the "Monscha :..i : ourist office ·and 'tbe p~1~st of Mutze'·- •':, 

, 
nich. 

In the early aftc-:!" ~C' :-•:i Mrs. Vincken and I rented e. car to 

visit wha.t used to be H~irif en Forest, 1n hopes of being able to 
. . . ' 

locate the approximat~ i:--;ct where the cottage stood. The driver 
was a native of a smell village ~n the H~-~~~en Forest and--r~e.lly 
knew the area well, but h~ ·.vas just as lo.st e.s Mrs. Vinoken. ·· 
After three hours of driving and walking and after having crossed 
the Germqn-Belgian borde r six or seven times,which was eyed sus­
piciously by the border €' .. ,'.!l. r~s ( "1f _you _ have lost something, te~l · 
the pol1ce Madame") we fi~ locate the approximate spot. A few · ,· 
of the dark-brown timber cottages, lookin~i~ne Vincken ·one, have 
been rebuilt since the war, and _they are a characteristic of the 
Hurtgen region. Mrs. Vincken tried really hard and sincerely, but 
even the natives of the area are ·unable to indicate certain spots 
of what used to be the forest. - · 

After this we drove south, as closely to the railway track 
as possible. When there was _no :road left, I walked along the rail­
way track, trying to find the br1age and the creek indicated by 
the German soldiers in the .story._ There are two _bridges now, but 
the one which existed during the · war had indeed been blown up by 

the Germans before the Allies reached the Siegfried line.' Just a 
little further o~.the creek. which in fact is one of the two 
upper ·arms of the Roer river. branches. off to the .right. The _in­
dications _ therefore a.re absolutely correct, The railway li~e is 
now only _~sed for merchandise trains 1 but I nevertheless .got f1n~d 
5 -~ Marks for "unauthorize~ walking · on government property ... · 

There can be no doubt but that the Vincken story ·ie true an~ 
it ie a beautiful story too. 

. t 

· .. ~/ r ··-

l 

i 
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The Hon. Ronald Regan 
President of the United States 
The ·white House 
Washington, ~.c. 

Dear President Regan: 

1467 Braddock Lane 
Penn Wynne, PA 19151 

April 14, 1985 

I am writing to you because I am very much disturbed 
by your reported plans to visit a Nazi cemetery but not 
a concentration camp when you go to Germany next month . 

As a daughter of a veteran who fought in WCSlr\l:d'•'Wa.~ II, 
even while of German heritage myself , I believe the wounds 
of that war are too fresh to honor the dead who killed so 
many of our husbands and fat hers, not to mention countle.ss 
others while in the service of a madman. I understand the 
s irit of reconciliation which prompted the idea, but please 
understand hov painful it will be to so many. 

It seems to me that , rather than merely rubbing at 
old German wounds by visiting a concentration camp, it 
would be an excellent opportunity to honor those thousands 
of Jews, "good Germans" and so many of others of different 
nationalities and creeds who lost their lives in the 
pursuit of freedom. It is also a good chance for America 
to remind the world that the conqentration camp as an 
institution for political torture and intimidation is 
no historical relic. It is alive in the Gulags of the Soviet 
Union, in the Southeast Asian "reeducation camps," and in 
numerous South American prisons . 

In order to stress our reconciliation with the Germans, 
many of whom were very young during the war, we really cannot 
pass over the dark spot in their history , nor would it make 
any sense to do so. For a defeated nation to rise from its 
ashes nnd become a sane, stable member of the European 
community is no small feat~ neither is the fact that they 
hav e attempted to rise above their shame. 

Every nation, it seems, has a dark stain on its 
history. Ours is our treatment of our native Americans, 
the Indians, and , of course, slavery. None of u_s were around 
to perpetrate these horrible deeds, yet our nation would be 



poorer for it were we not to acknowledge our past dishonors, 
work toward righting internal injustices. ,So it is 

t or our allies as well: to know how far they have come 
as nations, we must know from where they came. 

The Germans themselves are prisoners of a new age. 
The dividing of Berlin separates loved ones and countrymen, 
all at the bidding of the new "victors." The history of 
atrocities does not end with Auchwitz and the others~ 
it is perpetuated in the greed of nations to take over 
the hearts and minds and resources of other sover.,_rlgn peoples. 
This should be America's message at a German concentration 
camp: this camp ;._~_ history~ its ffurferings engraved on 
the hearts qf decent _people everywhere. We mourn ~he deaa 
and the unspeakable deeds that were done here. We celebrate 
the courage of those who suffered and died here~ of those 
who refused to cooperate, or were themselves imprisoned 
for helping to liberate the Jews (Raoul Wallenburg will 
be in the minds of many). But America says to all who 
suffer today f or religious and political freedom: we 
remember you, too. We are on a quest, from where we have 
come, from where Germany has come, to promote the virtues 
of freedom throughout the · world. 

I thank you for your time, and hope that you will 
give this your earnest consideration. 

Sincerely, 

%fl s . ~cl&S{jx_, 
Ruths. Bidnison 
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Truce in ··.~ 
the Forest ,-it\ 

..,· ,, .. ··--~~~-----...,,-•It,• 

It was Christmas Eve, and 
tire last, des/u~rale German of­
fensive of World War II raged 

around our tiny cabin. Suddenly, 
there was a !mock on the door . .. 

.\ H1· ;idn':- Di~cst 
" F;, •; ( !'cr-;011·· ,\ ward 

BY FRITZ VtNCKEN 

V;\;
T IIF.N we hearc! the knock 
1 on our Joor that Christ= 

mas Eve in 1944, neither 
Mother nor I had the slightest ink­
ling of the quiet miracle that lay in 
store for us. 

I was 12 then, and we were living 
in a small cottage in the Hiirtgen 
Forest, near the German-Belgian 
border. Father had stayed at the cot­
tage on hunting weekends before the 
war; when Allied bombers partly 
destroyed our hometown of Aachen, 
he sent us to live there. He had been 
ordered into the civil-defense fire 
guard in the border town of Mon­
schau, four miles away . 

"You'll be safe in the woods," he 
had told me. "Take care of Mother. 
Now you're the man of the family." 

But, nine days before Christmas, 
Field Marshal von Rundstedt had 
launched the last, desperate German 
offensive of the war, and now, as I 
went to the door, the Battle of the 
Bulge was raging all around us. We 
heard the incessant booming of field 
guns; planes soared continuously 
overhead; at night, searchlights 
stabbed through the darkness. Thou­
sands of Allied and German soldiers 
were Rghting and dying nearby. 

When that first knock came, 
Mother quickly· blew out the can-
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dies; then, as I went to answer it, she 
at~ppccl ahead of me and pushed 
~n the door. Outside, like phan­
t4>,rtS against the snowclad trees, 
stood two steel-helmeted men. One 
of them spoke tc>Mother in a lan­
guage we did not understand, point­
ing to a third man lying in the snow. 
She realized before I did that these 
were American soldiers. Enemies! 

Mother stood silent, motionless, 
_ her hand on my shoulder. They 
were armed and could have forced 
their entrance, yet they stood there 
and asked with their eyes. And the 
wounded man seemed more dead 
than alive. "Kommt rein," Mother 
said finally. "Come in." The soldiers 
carried their comrade inside and 
stretched him out on my bed. 

None of them understood Ger­
man. Mother tried French, and one 
of the soldiers could converse in that 
language. As Mother went to look 
after the wounded man, she said to 
me, "The fingers of those two are 
numb. Take off their jackets and 
boots, and__bring in a bucket of 
snow." Soon I was rubbing their 
blue feet with snow . 

We learned that the stocky, dark­
haired fellow was Jim; his friend, 
tall and slender, was Robin . Harry, 
t~e wounded one, was now sleeping 
on rft} bed, his face as white as the 
snow outside. They'd lost their bat­
talion and had wandered in the for ­
est for three days, looking for the 
Americans, hiding from the Ger­
mans. They hadn't shaved, but still, 
without their heavy coats, they 
looked merely like big boys. And 

that was the way Mother began to 
treat them. 

Now Mother said to me, "Go get 
Hermann. And bring six potatoes." 

This was a serious departure from 
our pre-Christmas plans. l-Jermann 
was the plump rooster ( named after 
portly Hermann Goring, Hitler's 
No. 2, fur whom Mother had little 
affection) that we had been fattening 
for weeks in the hope that Father 
would he home for Christmas. But, 
some hours before, when it was obvi­
ous that Father would not make it, 
Mother ha<l decided that Hermann 
should live a few more days, in case 
Father could get home for New 
Year's . N ow she had changed her 
mind again : Hermann would serve 
an irn1rn:diatc, pressing purpose. 

While Jim and I helped with the 
cooking, Robin took care of Harry. 
He had a bullet through his upper 
leg, and had almost bled to death. 
Mother tore a bedsheet inlO long 
strips for bandages. 

Soon, the tempting smell of roast 
chicken permeated our room. I was 
setting the table when once again 
there came a knock at the door. Ex­
pecting to flnd more lost Americrns, 
I opened the- door without hesita­
tion. There stood ltmr soldiers, wear­
ing uniform s quite familiar to me 
after five ye n s of war. They were 
IVehrmac/11 - German sl 

I W;JS paralyzed with le:1r. Al­
though still a child, I knew the 
harsh bw : shdtcring ene my soldiers 
constituted high tre aso n. Wr. could 
;_]II be shot I r,lllthcr was frightened, 
too. Iler lace w;1s white , but she 
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stepped outside and said, quietly, Dazedly, the four soldiers placed 
"Froh/iche Weihnachten." The their arms on the pile of firewood 
soldiers wished her a Merry Christ- just inside the door: three carbines, 
mas, too. a light machine gun and two ba-

. "We have losl om regiment and zookas. Meanwhile, Mother was 
would like to wait for daylight," ex- speaking French rapidly to Jim. He 
plained the corporal. "Can we rest said something in Eng~, ind to 
here?" my amazement I saw the American 

"Of course," Mother replied, with boys, too, turn their weapons over to 
a calmness born of panic. "You can Mother. 
also have a flne, warm meal and eat Now, as Germans and Americans 
till the pot is empty ." tensely rubbed elbows in the small 

The Germans smiled as they room, Mother was really on her 
sniffed the arom:i through the half- mettle. Never losing her smile, she 
open door. "But," Mother added tried to find a seat for everyone. We 
firmly, "we have three other guests, had only three chairs, but Mother's 
whom you may not consider bed was big, and on it she placed 
friends ." Now her voice was sud- two of the newcomers side by side 
denly sterner than I'd ever heard it with Jim and Robin. 
before. "This is Christmas Eve, and Despite the strained atmosphere, 
there will be no shooting here." Mother went right on preparing 

"Who's inside?" the corporal de- dinner. But Hermann wasn't going 
manded. "Amerikaner?" to grow any bigger, and now there 

Mother looked at each frost- were four more mouths to feed. 
chilled face . "Listen," she said slow- "Quick," she whispered to me, "get 
ly. "You could be my sons, ,md so more potatoes and some oats. Thes(: 
could those in there. A boy with a boys are hungry, and a starving man 
gunshot wound. fighting for his life. is an angry one." 
His two fricncls-lost like you and While foraging in the storage 
just as hungry and exh:rnsted as you room, I heard Harry moan. When 
are. This one n'ight," she turned to I returned, one of the Germans had 
the corporal and raised her voice a put on his glasses to inspect the 
little, "this Christmas night, let us American's wound. "Do you belong 

· forget about killing." · to the medical corps?" Mother asked 
The corporal stared at her. There him. "No," he answered. "But I 

were two or three endless seconds of studied medicine at Heidelberg un­
silence. Then Mother put an end to til a few months ago." Thanks to the 
indecision. "Enough talking!" she cold, he told the Americans in what 
ordered and clapped her hands - -Sounded like fairly good English, 
sharply. "Please put your weapons Harry's wound hadn't become in­
here on the wooclpi le - and hurry up fected. "He is ·suffering from a severe 
before the others eat the dinner!" loss of blood," he explained to 
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Mother. "What he needs is rest and 
nourishment." 

Relaxation was now beginning to 
replace suspicion. Even to me, all 
the soldiers looked very young as we 
sat there together. Heinz and Willi, 
both from Cologne, were 16. The 
German corporal, at 23, was the old­
est of them all. From his food bag 
he drew out a bottle of red wine, and 
Heinz managed to find a loaf of rye 
bread. Mother cut that in small 
pieces to be served with the dinner; 
half the wine, however, she put 
away-"for the wounded boy." 

Then Mother said grace. I noticed 
that there were tears in her eyes as 
she said the old, familiar words, 
"Komm, He" /nus. Be our guest." 
And as I looked around the table, I 
saw tears, too, in the eyes of the 
battle-weary soldiers, boys again, 
some from America, some from Ger­
many, all far from home. 

Just before midnight, Mother 
went to the doorstep and asked us 
to join her to look up at the Star of 
Bethlehem. We all stood beside her 
except Harry, who was sleeping. 
For all of us during that moment of 
silence, looking at the brightest st:ir 
in the heavens, the war was :i dis­
tant, almost-forgotten thing. · 
• 0.,.. private armistice continued 
next morning. Harry woke in the 
early hours, and swallowed some 
broth that Mother fed him. With the 
dawn, it was apparelll that he was 
becoming stronger. Mother now 

\ ' ' 

made him an invigorating drink 
from our on.:: egg, the n:st of the cor­
poral's wine and some sugar. Every­
one else h:iJ oatmeal. Afterward, 
two poles and Mother's best t:ible­
cloth were fashioneJ into :i stretcher 
for Harry . 

The corporal thrn ;tdviscd the 
Americans how to find tlwir way 
back;, to their lines. Looking over 
Jim's map, the corporal pointed out 
a stream. "Cominue along this 
creek," he said, "and you will find 
the 1st Army rebuilding its forces 
on its upper course." The medical 
student relayed the information in 
English. 

"Why don't we head for Mon­
schau?" Jim had the student ask. 
"Nein!" the corporal exclaimed. 
"We've retaken Monschau." 

Now Mother gave them :ill back 
their weapons. "Be careful, boys," 
she said. "I want you to get home 
someday where you hclo11g. God 
bless you all!" The German and 
American soldiers shook hands, ;11ul 
we wat ched them di s;1ppca r in oppo­
site direct ion s. 

When I returned inside, Mother 
had brought out the old family 
Bible. I gbnred over her shoulder. 
The book was ope11 10 dw Christmas 
story, the Birth in the Manger and 
how the Wi sc Men c:11nc from afar 
hearing their gift s. I In finger was 
tracing dll' la st line from Mauhcw 
2:1 2: '' ... they departed into their 
own co untry ;11101hcr way ." 

.. ; , :, . · . .l, t, 

;J./,,appineu is a way station between too much 1111d tvv li11fr . , ., ... ,, ,, .. ,~ 1•0 11 0, ~ 



Trip plans change, 
~ but furor goes on 

By Mary Belcher 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

The storm of protest over Pres­
ident Reagan's trip to Germany next 
month continued to gather strength 
yesterday despite the announcement 
that Mr. Reagan would, after all, visit 
a concentration camp to honor the 
memory of those who died in the 
Holocaust. 

The president said he earlier had 
rejected the idea of visiting the 
Dachau concentration camp site 
because he mistakenly thought such 
a visit was not part of the official 
itinerary proposed by the German 
government. 

· Mr. Reagan reiterated his inten­
tion to lay a wreath on th.e graves of 
German soldiers at a German mili­
tary cemetery at Bitburg, where 
several veterans of the SS, the elite 
Nazi military organization, are 
buried among the regular German 
soldiers. 

West German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, however, "has made it plain 
that my invitation to visit a concen­
tration camp was, indeed, a part of 
his planned itinerary," Mr. Reagan 
told an audience of religious leaders 
at the White House. 

"I have now accepted that invita­
tion, and my staff is in Germany 
exploring a site that will fit into our 

see TRIP, page 4A 

.r~ 
From page IA 

schedule there," Mr. Reagan said, 
indicating that Dachau will not nec­
essarily be the camp he visits. 

Jewish groups - as well as veter­
ans groups - were angered by what 
they saw as an attempt by the White 
House to use a ceremony of homage 
to Holocaust victims to "balance" 
the visit to the German military 
cemetery. 

Michael Deaver, the special assis­
tant to the president who presided 
over the planning of the president's 
itinerary, has become the focus of 
the controversy. Mr. Deaver, who 
plans most of the president's trips 
and led the advance team that made 
tlie original arrangements for the 
president's trip, was sent back to 
Germany Monday night. 

Deputy press secretary Pete 
Roussel said yesterday that the top­
level team headed by Mr. Deaver is . 
still looking for an "appropriate" 
place for the president to honor 
Holocaust victims. "They are look­
ing at various possibilities," Mr. 
Roussell said, adding that a decision 
had not yet been made on the matter. 

In a White House briefing yester­
day, presidential spokesman Larry 
Speakes would not answer questions 

-- -

about who gave the president the 
information that led to the misunder­
standing. 

The immediate controvers y 
erupted last week when the White 
House announced that Mr. Reagan 
would make the Bitburg visit. How­
ever, it had been simmering since 
the president said at a March 21 
news conference that a concentra­
tion camp visit would lead to "rea­
wakening the memories . .. and the 
passion of the time." He also 
asserted that Germans had a "guilt 
feeling that's been imposed upon 
them, and I think it's unnecessary." 

The president made yesterday's 
announcement about his trip at a 
session of the International Confer­
ence on Religious Llberty, a two-day 
conference sponsored by the State· 
Department and several major reli-· 
gious organizations. 

The conference was sponsored by 
the National Association of Evan­
gelicals, the Institute on Religion 
and Democracy, the American Jew­
ish Committee, the Jacque Maritain 
Center of Notre Dame University 
and the Anti-Defamation League of 
B'nai B'rith. 

Kenneth Bialkin, chairman of the 
Conference of Presidents of Major 
Jewish Organizations, said he was 
"gratified" by the president 's 
decision to visit a concentration 
camp. 

But Mr. Bialkin, who was one of 
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six Jewish leaders to meet with 
White House Chief of Staff Donald 
Regan yesterday, said Jewish groups 
still oppose the president's plan to 
visit Bitburg Military Cemetery for 
a wreath-laying ceremony May S. 

Only German soldiers - includ­
ing members of the elite Nazi SS 
force -are buried at Bitburg, near 
the site of the Battle of the Bulge, 
where thousands of Americans were 
killed in 1944. 

,The crimes perpetrated by the SS, 
said Mr. Bialkin, "cannot be expi­
ated." 

Elie Wiesel, chairman of the 
United States Holocaust Memorial 
Council , said a presidential visit to a 
German military cemet e ry 
"remains inconceivable." 

"The SS is the symbol of an inter­
national crime against Jewish peo- · 
pie and humanity," Mr. Weisel said, 
following the meeting with Mr. 
Regan. 

"It is the SS who killed American 
war prisoners with their hands tied. 
The SS symbolizes today what we 
call 'Holocaust; " he said. 

Mr. Weisel, who on Friday will 
accept from Mr. Reagan the Medal 
of Honor, said a visit to a concentra­
tion camp cannot "balance" a visit to 
a German military cemetery. 

"There are no balances," he said. 
"I'm not satisfied." 

Howard I. Friedman, president of 
the American Jewish Committee, 

praised Mr. Reagan's decision, call ­
ing it "most fitting in view of his past 
comments about the Holocaust." 
However, he called for the president 
to reconsider his visit to Bitburg and 
"consider a more appropriate way to 
honor the fallen and to express his 
commitment to peace and reconci li­
ation." 

Mr. Reagan last month said he did 
not plan to visit a Nazi concentration 
camp site on his upcoming 10-day 
European trip because he wanted to 
commemorate 40 years of · peace 
with Germany sinn World War II . 
instead of re-opening old wounds. 

T h e pr es ident ye s te rd ay 
acknowledged that his decision to 
visit a German military cemetery 
while avoiding a concentration camp 
stop "provoked a storm of contro­
versy." 

"My purpose was, and remains , 
not to re-emphasize the crimes of 
the Third Reich in 12 years of power, 
but to celebrate the tremendous 
accomplishments of the German 
people in 40 years of liberty, free­
dom, democracy and peace," he said. 

Mr. Reagan said he wants to 
cement ties between a free Germany 
and the United States and that is why 
he accepted Mr. Kohl's suggestion to 
lay a wreath at a German military 
cemetery. 

"That's why I accepted the invita­
tion to Bitburg, and that's why I'm 
going to Bitburg," he said. 
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Bitburg casts shadow as Reagan travels to Europe 
By Jeremiah O'Leary 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

President Reagan leaves tomor­
row for an J 1-day journey to four 
Western European nations and an 
economic summit in Bonn that is 
being eclipsed bv his visit to the Ger ­
man army cie r.,P•e ry in Bitburg. 

The Reagan .Jdm::1is trntion is 
making intensive effort s to focu s 
world attention on important issues 
to be discussed at the meet ing of 
industrial democracies in Bonn by 
the president and chiefs of state of 
Great Britain, France, Italy, Japan, 
Canada and the Federal Republic of 
Germany. 

"If Bitburg dominates the trip, it 
would be a shame," said one senior 
administration official. "The people 
pointing their fingers don 't know 
what they're ta !king about." 

Mr. Reagan will have djscussions 
with only two of the Allied leaders, 
Japanese Prime Minister Yasuhiro 
Nakasone and French President 
Francois Mitterrand, because West 

German hosts want the summit's 
major theme to be a commemora­
tion of 40 years of peace since V-E 
Day. President Reagan has taken 
great care to avoid being in Ger­
many on May 8, the anniversary of 
the Third Reich's surrender in 194S. 
On that day, the president will 
address the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg, France. 

This sensitivity to German feel­
ings on the anniversary of their 
defeat came to naught when a storm 
of outrage erupted over the May S 
visit to Bitburg cemetery where 49 
members of the Waffen SS are 
buried arnjd graves of solruers from 
both world wars. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl, as host, 
established the summit agenda and 
decreed that only one political 
statement would emerge when the 
seven Allied democracies meet 
between Thursday and Saturday. 
U.S. officials pointed out that the 
summit is primarily to discuss inter­
national economic matters, but the 
chiefs of state and their foreign min-

NEWS ANALYSIS 

isters may discuss whatever issues 
they wish. Most of this give-and-take 
will take place when the seven heads 
of state dine together. 

Broad categories expected to be 
ruscussed by the Western leaders 
are: 

• East-West relations and arms 
control. President Reagan will 
report to the leaders on nuclear 
arms talks in Geneva between the 
United States and the Soviet Union. 

• There will be considerable dis­
cussion about prospects for a sum­
mit meeting between President 
Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail A. 
Gorbachev. Mr. Reagan told foreign 
reporters last week he would be 
"very willing" to meet with Mr. Gor­
bachev while both are attending the 
opening of the U.N. General Assem­
bly in New York in September. 

"I've expressed the belief that we 
should have a m~eting and his letter 

to me acknowledged that he felt the 
same way:· the president said. 

• Regional security issues includ­
ing Central America, Africa, the 
Middle Eas t, Afghanistan and 
Southeast Asia. 

• Better ways for the Allies to deal 
with international terrorism. 

President Reagan ·s stay in West 
Germany is for the summit and a 
state visit. He also will make stops in 
Spain, Portugal and the one-day visit 
to France where Strasbourg has 
become the symbolic "capital" of 
Europe. 

The May 2 meeting with Prime 
Minister Nakasone will be con­
ducted because the United States 
has not yet achieved its goal of mov­
ing Japan to open its markets to 
American imports. A senior U.S. 
official said Japan has reached the 
stage where it can assume more eco­
nomic leadership in the world but is 

prevented by structural rigidities 
from opening its markets. 

"Prime Minister Nakasone is 
committed to a belief in more open 
and free trade between nations," the 
president said in a meeting with for­
eign correspondents. 

But he said he realizes that Mr. 
Nakasone has political opposition at 
home. Asked if he would berate Mr. 
Nakasone because of U.S.-Japanese 
trade conflicts, Mr. Reagan said 
great progress has been made and 
he believes markets will continue to 
open among the Allies. 

The meeting with President Mil· 
terrand will concentrate on a new 
round of trade negotiations sup­
ported by the French. President 
Reagan has said he intends to ask the 
Allies for a new General Agreement 
on 1\-ade and Tariffs (GATT) to begin 
early in 1986 and he does not expect 
the United States to be alone in that 
rum at the Bonn summit. 

He srud he is determined to defeat 
those who advocate protectionist 
policies by citing the American eco-

nomic recovery. 
A senior U.S. official said the cur­

rent trading system is being eroded 
and the old GATT system is becom­
ing obsolete. He srud a new GATT is 
needed on agriculture and new tech­
nologies that have developed since 
the last agreement. · 

The president will travel to Mad­
rid on May 6 for two days of meet• 
ings with King Juan Carlos I and 
President Felipe Gonzalez Marquez. 
This state visit is intended to sym­
bolize the end of the relative isola­
tion of Spain from the West during 
the Franco years and the new par­
ticipation of Spam in NJITO and soon 
in the European Economic Commu­
nity. Mr. Gonzalez, a former pres­
ident of the Socialist International, 
is considered a pragmatist. He has 
strong views on Central America 
that do not parallel those of Pres­
ident Reagan. · 

Mr. Reagan flies to Lisbon after 
his May 8 Strasbourg speech. He 
will remain there until his .return ~ 
Washington on May 10. I 
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; · .But for Mr. Reagan and many others. The polltlcal problems continued to outlook anew during the Bonn swnmlt by 
tncludlnf many Gennans, the president's dominate the network news back home and offering to help research .a Strategic De­
quiet cereJDOQY here symbolized America's dampen the mood of the U.S. economic;- tense Initiative, or so-ealled Star Wars 
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we have built 40 years of peace and free- Secretary of State George Shultz, .'.'.Should Of course, none ,of this argues for get· 
dom-and reconciliation among our na- we be reducing the horrors of the Holo- ting Into such a mess In the first place, 
tlons." · caust to the moral equivalent of a White only for toughing It out. "Nobody · would 
,. Mr. Reapn's awareness of the negative House photo· opportunity?" . have done this on purpose!" says a govem-
emotloos stirred by the wreath-laying The strains of all this on the president's .,:., +---------------..L--
1@,Sll't far from the surface yesterday. It · men were visible during the J!onn Swnm/L ' 
• reflected not only .In .tlJe.i.slmplk:1ty ~• One . . W!!lteµlouseLofflclal. complained 1lf 
ot<the Bllbure •ceremony but ,also In an .,~ ve-or·stx reporters who can't ask about 

~ arance at •the .site ofJhe Ber- anything but Bltburg'' at news briefings. 
· ...,.Belaeli ·concentration· campj'" And a· hlgh·level administration official. 

} ,.; I11ougb .that Bergen·Belsen visit was abruptly walked out of a news briefing be­
" j scheduled only because of Intense polltlcal •cause of reporters' jocular Irreverence. 

pressures at home, Mr. Reagan seemed For President Reagan and many of bis 
•genuinely moved by what he saw there- top aides, there was an overriding factor : 
mounds of . mass graves surrounded by The Importance of West Germany to the 
fields of heather. During his talk at a me- AUantlc alllance and, within Gennany, of 
morial obellsk at the site, bis voice wa- Mr. Kohl •. The unpretentious, sometimes 
vered as he spoke of the horrible ordeals of bumbling but polltlcally savvY chai!ceUor 
the chUdren Incarcerated there and of the has' defied some poweitul polltlcal. forces 
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RELIGION TODAY I By Wi ll iam F. Willoughby 

You can see 
why I still call 
him simply Dr. 

·. Z - even after 
all these years 

' of knowing 

Bitburg moral is forgiveness 

acle man. 

him. You see, 
the man's name 
is Dr. Waclaw 
Zajaczkowski. 
Linguist I am, 
but not a mir-

Dr. Z believes in miracles. He 
thinks there's got to be one great big 
miracle of God's grace between Jew­
ish survivors of the Holocaust and 
the generation they since have 
brought into the world , and the Ger­
mans and the generation those Ger• 
mans since have brought into the 
world. 

And God knows how surely I pray 
for that miracle of reconciliation 
every time the Holocaust is used to 
bludgeon the conscience. 

Dr. Z believes the very Christian 
spirit President Reagan was so 
severely reprimanded for when he 
went to the Bitburg cemetery has to 
be the dominating spirit instead of a 
mean-spirited chronic picking open 
of a painful wound in the human con­
science- a mean spirit that in blan­
ket form blames everyone for letting 
the Holocaust happen. 

Or is it right-spirited to think that 
only World Wnr II spawned its holo­
causts, or that Jews were virtually 
the only victims of one of the world's 
most devastating holocaust phenom­
ena? 

The gentleman from the St. Maxi­
milian Kolbe Foundation here in 
Washington can not rightly be casti ­
gated for speaking in this way. Dr. Z 
and his Polish people certainly suf­
fered more than anyone else the 
wholesale, triage murders carried 
out by the Nazis. 

The Germans ' purpose for 
marching eastward - as the Jews 
had left Poland and gone southward 
and westward into Austria and Ger­
many earlier by the millions - was 
to win living room and economic via­
bility for themselves. 

And the Germans ' eastwa r d 
march was a t the total expense of the 
Poles who, late in the 1800s and early 
this century, had in turn made it dif­
ficult for Jews to remain in their 
Po lish homela n d . T he Pole s , 
between those dates, had been ruth­
less against the Jews, but unlike the 
N:azis, they had not been so barba­
rous - or lethal - in their methods. 

'Iriage in political economics is a 
horrible, horrible thing, whether it 
is British polic ies against the 
starving Irish during the Potato 
Famine last century or the deliber­
ate starvation the Soviets inflicted 
on 17 million Ukrainians in the early 
part of this century. 

When the Germans marched into 
Poland, they were under their chan­
;ellor's orders of Aug. 22, 1939, " .. . 
:o kill without mercy and reprieve 
111 men, women and children of the 
>olish race and language. Only in 
his way can we conquer an area so 
,adly needed by us." 

This phase of the Holocaust was 
ust as explicitly against the Poles as 
the fina l solution" concocted in 
nterpol 's offices was against Jews, 
"!v n cd,:u~ n n A T~ h ,... , ,.,. h 1 .. tll:•- ----- • • 

Poles, who suffered the most, learned this truth 

The grave of Otto Schimek, a Wehrmacht soldier who refused to shoot 
Polish civilians a nd was executed . Today the 19-year-old martyr is revered . 

In all, the Encyclopedia Brittanica says there 
were anywhere from 18 to 26 million people 
murdered during Hitler's rampage through 
Europe and North Africa. Had Hitler had his 
way, all of the Poles, as well as all the Jews he 
could reach, would have been exterminated. 

was, numerically, twice as heinous 
as the Holocaust against the Jews -
12 million Poles were murdered. 

In all, the Encyclopedia Brit­
tanica says there were anywhere 
from 18 to 26 million people mur­
dered during Hitler's rampage 
through Europe and North Africa. 
Had Hitler had his way, all of the 
Poles, as well as a ll the Jews he could 
reach, would have been exterm­
inated. 

When the Nazi s were routed from 
Poland, they had enou!lh poison on 
hand to kill 20 million more. 

There was, of course , .bitter 
_ ~~~!~~ ~e!ween th: su~·.".iv!n ~_ Pol~s 

For years, even the German Catholic 
bishops and the Polish Catholic bish- . 
ops - brothers in the faith - shared 
in the enmity, so great was the crime 
against the Poles. 

But Dr. Z says something very tell- . 
ing. The Poles, who suffered more 
heavily numerically than the Jews in 
the death camps and the mass 
executions, learned to forg ive and to 
forgive generously. 

The Germans, too, learned to ask 
for fo rgiveness. Many, like the dcspi· 
cable Mcngelcs and Barbies und 
Eichmans and thousands of others, 
relished what they did and, if they 
arc s till a li ve, should be brought to 

the young among them, were victims : 
of the Holocaust in another wav. : 

How qu ick, in one singul ar , 
instance, was there a will ingness to 
fo rgive. To this day, Poles make pil ­
grimages to a simple gnl\·e oi' an 
Austrian Wehrmac ht sold ie r -- one · 
who never had been proud of the . 
swastika he was made to wear \\'hen 
he was just 17. · 

When he was 19, the Viennese l,1d 
was ordered to fire on Polish wo ml'n 
and child ren in a mass execution '" 
Lipiny. I-l e refused and was sho t likl· 
an animal. 

The Poles e xhumed 0 110 Sd 1imd, 
.fro m his "coward 's grave" and ga1·l' 
him a Ca tholi c burial in nea rb y ~l11 -
chowa. Today they place on hi s gral'c 
letters imploring hi s intercession for 
them, rever ing him as a mart yred 
sa int. 

It was noi unt il 20 years after 1hc 
wa r, during Vati can Counci l II. tlw l 
the Ca tholic bi shops of Poland · 
extended a hand of reconcilia tion to · 
the Germa n bishops with these 
words : "\Ve for gi ve and beg your fo r­
giveness." 

The fo rgiveness was rea l. The re 
we re no Poli sh picket s a t 811burg, , 
though well there might have been 
wi th o n e- f i fth o f t heir own 
sla ughte red in a holocaust tha t : 
burned hundreds upon hund reds of ' 
their humble villages to the grou nd 
along wi th their inha bitant s. 

What Dr. Z deplores the most. he 
says, is " the disappea rance of our 
Chri stian values from th e polit ica l 
scene." 

" ·Forg ive us our trespasses as we 
forgive .. .' has been replaced by an 
·eye for an eye' ethi c, as if the Na zi 
sold iers were not human beings , 
capa ble of repentance and reform. 
even if th ey were members of the 
SS," he says. 

A gue st from Mars , he says, 
"reading recent cont r ibutions to the 
controversy, may imag ine that the 
Second Wo rld Wa r was fo ugh t 
bC't wcen some legendary 'N:izis' and · 
the J ews ," forgetting the three to 
fo ur times that many who also per ­
ished - a ll , in the final analysis, in , 
the name of triage. · 

1\-iagc s ince those te r ri bl e dars o f · 
World War II has killed its 3 mill ion 
Ca mbodians, its mill ions more boat 
people, its Biafrans; earlier 1.5 mil­
lion Armenians. The communists in 
the Soviet Union have ki lled their 80 
mill ion, and the commu nists in 
China have been no more humane 
toward their burgeoning population. 

Since the Irish Potato Famine in 
1846-1848 and the devastating ways 
of other British "land -reform " poli ­
cies, we have lived in the most bar­
barous of times - a sick century and 
a half probably unparallel ed ir, 
human history. , 

The message of Bitburg maybe is , 
not that we should forget - we 1 
indeed need to be vii:ilant a~ainst 

1 madmen. But I helicvc Prcsidcnl 
Reai:an was trying to say at BitburR 
something that is line with di vine 
truth : We must never sav we• wi ll 
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K.E. GRUBBS JR. SUZANNE FIELDS 

What will we remember niost about Bitburg? 
A mission that in time will become clear 

L
ast December, before Bit­
burg was known to the world 
as anything but the home of 
a nice pi Isner, a group of four 

conservative American journalists 
traveled through West Germany. 
Over venison one evening in Bonn, 
somebody- me, I think- asked our 
guide if we might include Dachau on 
our itinerary. 

Such gaiety as carried us through 
our dinner conversation broke 
instantly. Not that the temperature 
change was that abrupt: our guide, a 
bright young charmer of a genera­
tion that President Reagan wants 
liberated from paralyzing guilt, had 
·well displayed that diffidence of 
spirit that still keeps West Germans 
from fully enjoying a natural affec­
tion for their nation. Have we long 
since reconciled , as pundits in this 
country keep arguing? Not quite. 

Frank told us he could arrange the 
Dachau trip when we finally hit 
Munich, the anticipation of whose 
cultural joys he had been pumping 
us with. But he advised us, his sense 
of shame beginning to surface, of a 

' new obscenity: Dachau was being 
marked up these days with graffiti. 
The banality of evil on a tour bus. 

We polled the table. I announced, 
as a journalist wanting to under­
stand this bloody century, that I 
wanted an impression of Dachau 
seared onto my consciousness. The 
editorial writer from St. Louis sec­
onded the motion. The editor from 
an important conservative magazine 
based in New York thought other­
wise; a sensitive soul, he picked up 

K.E. Grubbs Jr. is deputy editorial 
pages editor of The Washington 
.Times. 

Frank's hesitation before the others 
did. The editorialist from Richmond 
professed neutrality. 

None of us brought up the matter 
of Dachau again. Which of us was 
right> Was my bold declaration, I 
wondered, a witless expression of 
ugly Americanism? Was my New 
York colleague's solicitude for our 
guide - Frank had been to Dachau 
numerous times - a better expres­
sion of sensitivity? The nurturing of 
civilization, after all, demands civil­
ity, manners. Was it ill-mannered to 
rub Frank's nose in Dachau once 
more? 

If you have armchair answers to 
these imponderables, answers 
clicked out of an overarching sense 
of righteousness, you probably are 
wrong. Here were four journalists 
who luxuriate in giving advice to, 
among other political leaders, the 
president. If we couldn't get our 
Dachau act together, could we 
expect President Reagan to? 

As we interviewed West German 
politicians and business leaders for 
the next two weeks, the importance 
of the 40th anniversary of the end of 
World War II was stressed repeat­
edly. Six months away from the com­
memoration, members of the 
governing coalition placed great 
stake in the correctness of the 
Reagan-Kohl ceremonies. Did I hear 
Helmut Schmidt tell David Brinkley 
that the gesture of reconciliation 
was "artificial"? That may help 
explain why Herr Schmidt is the for­
mer chancellor. 

As chancellor, Helmut Schmidt 
presided in an era, still infected by 
Willy Brandt's fatuous Ostpolitik, in 
which it was thought West Germany 
could be the special turf of arbitra­
tion between the United States and 

the Soviet Union. But the hot breath 
of Soviet expansionism has been 
more palpable in the 1980s. so much 
so that a solid majority of West Ger­
mans has signaled its approbation to 
Chancellor Kohl's pro-Western com­
mitment . (That is why it is easy to 
slip into a description, as I did in a, 
previous column, of the coalition 
government as the majority govern­
ment.) 

Once again, strategic consider­
ations and morality coincide. Surely 
morality would lose if the Western 
Alliance, of which West Germany is 
the first line of resistance, were to 
drop its guard against an evil empire 
more awesome than Hitler's. Helmut 
Kohl, for all his seeming bump­
tiousness, apprehends that reality 
more keenly than any other pre­
tender to the chancellorship, with 
the possible exception of Bavaria's 
Franz Josef Strauss. Notwith­
standing his populist strength, the• 
Kohl coalition could collapse with 
the loss of a Bundestag seat here or 
there. 

President Reagan 's political 
instinct to help shore up the Kohl 
government was perfectly sound, 
and it rested on the historical neces-· 
sity of reviving the arsenal of 
democracy ·co stop the relentless 
march of totalitarianism. This is the 
fundamental moral issue of the 20th 
century, and we err profoundly if we 
allow public relations snafus to deny 
that Ronald Reagan is on the right 
side of it. 

The president wanted to fix the 
West's attention on the alignment of 
forces necessary to bring the con­
tinuing Third World War to a trium­
phant conclusion. Those who still 
want to fight the Second - not an 
altogether embarrassing habit -
wanted to thrust the president's 
party into an acknowledgement of 
the evil of four decades ago. Hence 
a side trip to Dachau was proposed. 

When M1: Reagan rejected the pro­
posal, it played in the press as a shal­
low disinclination to experience a 
downer. , 

Perhaps, but I wonder if the pres­
ident was not more sensitive than 
the press corps that assaulted him. 
The problem with such a trip is not 
so much that it would be discomfort­
ing as, well, comforting. It is com­
forting to know that, a generation 
ago, we vanquished evil. We can even 
devote a huge segm.:nt of our enter­
tainment industry to the memory. 
Hollywood has far more Nazi uni­
forms in its wardrobes than tunics 
beribboned by the Red Army. 
Thanks for the memories, but let 
them not distract us from the 
present danger. 

Ah, but Bitburg was refighting 
the Big One, was it not, and on the 
wrong side? To the degree necessary 
to show that the Allies , morally 
aroused, could win and live to stand 
over the enemies' graves in a gesture 
of magnanimity, it was indeed re­
fighting the last war. World War II 
holds a power over us even now, and 
an advance man's scheduling is 
bound to go awry when confronted 
byit. 

It was correct for President Rea­
gan to turn his back on the SS graves. 
And it was morally correct to depict 
Hitler's adolescent conscripts as 
victims- not victims on the scale of 
those slaughtered in the Holocaust, 
but victims nonetheless. That is why 
it is distressing that Hyman Book­
binder, among others, continues 
even after the Bitburg Address to 
say that President Reagan "equated'.' 
their victimhood. He never did, not 
even in his facilely phrased apologia 
to the press two weeks ago. 

The pundits are now analyzing the . 
Bergen~Belsen and the Bitburg ora­
tions, pawing through the para­
graphs, wondering whether the 
"Christmas Eve" anecdote should 
have been placed where it was (it 
should have been), and so on. They 
are grappling with its moral com­
plexity, writhing in its resonance. 

Forty years from now, when the · 
, victims of this century's 

bloodthirsty politics can be tallied, 
. its clarity will be beyond dopbt. 

. and a compelling message 

E
nough is enough. 

President Reagan, in the 
opinion of many Jews - me 
included - erred. It was an 

error of judgment. We wish he had 
not gone to Bitburg. It was an 
"error," says Elie Wiesel, but not an 
error made with malice. 

Those who wouldn't li t:ar those 
moving words at Bergen- Bclsen 
because they were too husy ,lcspis­
ing the president to listen now 
become the ones who arc insensi­
tive. 

They don 't want to pay attention to 
what he said because beating him 
over the head with accusations of 
shallow forgetfulness is so much 
more fun . They have waited a long 
time for an occasion like this. 

The Was/Jingto11 Post speaks of 
the impossibility of speaking of the 
"raw and relevant truth concerning 
the systematic starving, maiming, 
gassing, and burning of millions 
upon millions of defenseless human 
beings at the hands of the German 
authorities in World War II." 

But that is exactly what the pres­
ident was able to do, in a way that 
touched us all. When he read from 
Anne Frank's diary, he marked her 
suffering, her plaintive cry for peace 
and tranquility, and her poignant 
belief that "it will all come right, that 
this cruelty will end," that the world 
would return to people of good heart. 

Anne Frank's unmarked grave, 
like those of millions of others, 
speaks of what must never again 
happen. Anne Frank's message 
became Mr. Reagan's message. 

Then, ill at ease and stiffly cere­
monious, Mr. Reagan did what he 
had promised Helmet Kohl he would 
do. He took the trip that many of us 
had devoutly wished he would not 
take. 

If it was a mistake to go there, the 
president, once there, did not flinch 
from remembering what needed to 
be remembered. 

But the nitpickers, whose motives 
may be more political than moral, 
continue to impugn his motives for 

. almost everything he said and did in 

Germany. They even take issu~ with 
Mr. Reag.m·s reference to the "one 
man" who started it all. Is The Post 
(and Herblock ) suggesting that 
we've been t<Ml hard on Hitler all 
these ,·cars> 

If ii is no longer fashionable to 
talk of collective guilt. it is accept­
ahlc to talk about "social responsibil­
it y" and forgiveness. and those 
values hold lessons for us all. It 
might help everyone who wants to 
focus onl y on Mr. Reagan's mistaken 
l'isit to Bitburg to look at the mis­
takes many others made toward the 
.Jews 111 World War II. "errors of 

. iudgment" that cost ,Jews their lives. 
What did these errors cost those who 
made them ? 

The prime minister of Israel says 
the Jews can "never" forgi\'e i\h: 
Reagan. If Mr. Reagan (ar,::uahlr the 
best friend Israel has ever had in the 
White Housel can "never" he for- ' 
given an error of judgment in order 
to keep his word to a strong and com­
mitted allv. can anvone forgil'e 
Franklin o'. Rooseveli <the hero of 
heroes to most American Jews ) his 
"strategy" of ignoring the Jewish 
ouestion? 

Mr. Roosevelt held documents 
which verified the Nazi extermina­
tion of the Jews as early as Novem­

•her 1942. He merely tightened 
immigration for Jews and would not 
encourage those who wanted to 
mount rescue operations because he 
was afraid it \vould arouse anti­
Semitism - and that might have 
become anti-Roosevelt sentiment. 
His was a tactical decision. 

When the Romanian government 
offered to release 70,000 Jews to a 
refuge country chosen by the allies, 
Mr. Roosevelt's State Department 
said no. 

In his book, The Abandonment of 
the Jews, David S. Wyman carefully 
documents the failure of the State 
Department, the Congress, the 
organs of the media, and most of the 
Christian churches in the country to 
treat the extermination of the Jews 
as a serious matter for the public to 
know about. 

If Mr. Reagan can't be forgiven, 
how can we forgive the publishers 
who hid the first stories of the Jew-
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Mr. Roosevelt held docurrn!m~ 
A'hich verified the Nazi cxtcrmina­
:ion of the Jews as early as Novem­
)cr 1942. He merely tightened 
,rnmigration for Jews and would not 
encourage those who wanted to 
mount rescue operations because he 
was afraid it would arouse anti­
Semitism - and that might have 
become anti-Roosevelt sentiment. 
His was a tactical decision. 

When the Romanian government 
offered to release 70,000 Jews to a 
refuge country chosen by the allies. 
Mr. Roosevelt's State Department 
said no. 

In his book, The Abandonment of 
the Jews, David S. Wyman carefully j 
documents the failure of the State 

1 
Department, the Congress, the 
organs of the media, and most of the 
Christian churches in the country to 
treat the extermination of the Jews 
as a serious matter for the public to I 
know about. 

If Mr. Reagan can't be forgiven, 
how can we forgive the publishers 
who hid the first stories of the Jew­
ish extermination in the back pages 
of their newspapers? The news of 
the first press conference docu­
menting the extermination of 2 mil­
lion Jews, verified by President 
Roosevelt, was tucked away on Page 
20 of Mr. Sulzberger's New York 
Times, and was limited to a few para­
graphs buried deep inside Mr. 
Meyer's Washington Post. (Is this 
why The Post finds it difficult to 
believe that Mr. Reagan can speak 
now of the "raw and relevant truth" 
about the Holocaust?) 

Few Christian churches during 
World War II spoke of atrocities 
against the Jews, even when they 
were asked to bring them to the 
attention of their congregations. The 
Vatican and the American Catholic 
churches were silent. 

Today we know how costly their 
omissions were, but we forgive. As a 
people, we are not grudge-holders 
against those who prove to be our 
friends . 

After the war, when almost every 
Jewish family in the United States 
got word of a relative lost in a con­
centration camp, we vowed "never 
again ." 

"Never again " was President Rea­
gan's message, too, delivered from 
the heart with forthrightness and 
feeling . 
· For this he can never be forgiven? 

Suzanne Fields, author of Like 
Father, Like Daughter is a columnist 
for The Washington Times. 
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TIit Now Yort< n-/Poul H­

J>resfdent Reagan and Chancellor Helmut Kohl at ceremony at Bltburg cemetery. Accompanying them are two 
former Generals, Matthew B. Ridgway, right, and Johannes Steinhoff. 

- · ·•• .. 

REAGAN AND KOHL·~ 
VISIT' BITBURG SITE ·, 

AMID CONTROVERSY 
CEMETERY RITES ARE BRIEF 

,. 
Leaders Also Pay Homage t.o 

Victims of Bergen-Belsen·. · 
Co~centration Camp, 

. .. 
By BERNARD WEINRAUB . · 

Special to TIit Ne,r Yod< 'l1ma 

BITBURG, West Germany, May5.:_: 
President Reagan presided over;-' a 
wreath-laying today at the base of

9a 
brick cemetery tower looming ow:r • 
graves of ' nearly 2,000 Gelman iol: 
diers, Including 49 SS troops. : -_ 

Alluding to the controversy ar0U9elf 
by bis visit to the cemetery, Mr. ~ea, 

Texts of speeches, pages ,AB and Alf.:,. 

gan voiced regret In remarks at ·in 
American air base afterward that "old 
wounds have been reopened." 

Accompanied by Chancellor Belnurt 
Kohl, Mr. Reagan walked . slowly 
through the narrow, hilltop cemetery, 
abla2e with tulips and marigolds. Mt. 
Reagan did not glance at the graves 
during-bis eight-minute visit. Mr. £obi 
brushed tears from lµs eyes. Neither 
made a speech at the cemetecy. · 

Hours earlier, Mr. Reagan stood be-
♦ fore an obelisk at the site of the Bergen­

Belsen concentration camp, where 
50,000 victims of the Nazis are buried In 
mass graves under mounds of head!"', 

"Here they lie," Mr. Reagan salcfln 
a trembling voice. " Never to hope. 
Never to pray. Never to love. Never.to . 
heal. Never to laugh. Neve_r to crit 

I 
l 

i ,, ~- ~Pastall[d........_1•~"'1- ,: 
i.• .• Mr. Reagan's.visit~ Bergen-Bi~~-' ' 
' In addition to the -Bltbw:J .cem~.f , , 
was ::-designed .-to · merge : past :-..-m.1 
present-- to pay homage•~ the~¥-- · v-

1
-

lklllsofvlctims of Nazi Getmany aliilto , 
booorWest German)'"'s emergence'ai a 
powerful° democracy and ally of:tbe 
United States. ,: : 

"We who were enemies are •now 
friends," Mr: Reagan told aboutlS-,000 
American military peraoonel, lbelr 
families and local German resldentlrat 
the Bltburg Air Base, less than ·$,)iie· 
mile from the military cemetery. ; 
· "We who were bitter ·adversarles'are 

now the strongest of allies," Mr. Rea~ 
gan said. "In the place of fear we have 
sown trust, and out of the ruins of 'WllI' 

has blossomed an enduring peace." 
· Protests by Jews and_ Otben ·: 

Jewish demonstrators from . -the 
United States, France, Britain, West 
Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Israel and other countries protested the 
President's visit . to Bergen-Belsen as 
well as the stop at Bltburg. 1bey were 
joined by groups of veterans and politi­
cians, many of them weeping. 

Although Roman Catholic and 
Protestant clergymen took part In the 
·ceremonies at the Bergen-Belsen site, 
German rabbis refused to attend be­
cause of the, Bitburg visit. 

Generals Attend Ceremony 

1be Israeli Ambassador to West Ger­
many, Yitzhak ,Ben-Ari, came to the 
Bergen-Belsen ceremony-despite an­
guish, he said, -about Mr. Reagan's 
visit to Bltburg. ' 'I believe the new Ger­
many can be trusted," he said. 

White · House aides have acknowl­
edged that the Bltbw'g visit is probably 
the biggest fiasco of Mr. Reagan's 

1 Presidency. nie visit, which was made ' 
· at the Insistence of Mr. Kohl, was over­
whelmingly opposed by both houses of 

-ugress, J ewlsh organizations, vet-

""eotlnued. on Page Al, Column 1 
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The Bitburg Address 
President Reagan's moving oration at Bit­

burg was a moral triumph. As all great pres­
idential speeches - John F. Kennedy's at the 
Berlin Wall, for instance, or Abraham Lin­
coln's at Gettysburg - it was tested before­
hand by raging moral fires . His critics 
thought President Kennedy's appearance at 
the Wall would symbolize the American lead­
er's condoning the evil system that built it. 
President Lincoln was besieged by pro­
Union pressures for Confederate blood. 

Neither Berlin nor Gettysburg were any­
thing resembling what the critics, with that 
unbecoming certainty that infects the mere 
moralistic, anticipated. Popular moralizers, 
even those whose personal history confer 
towering authority, are often confounded by 
morality of a more profound order. Likewise 
dict Ronald Reagan, at Bitburg, confound 
those who went into censorious fits when his 
plan to visit the military cemetery was 
announced. These people were caught in an 
excessive regard for symbolism, for public 
relations. The larger symbolism enveloping 
Bitburg Sunday - an eternal declaration of 
war against all holocausts that might be vis­
ited on this planet - escaped their dim 
apprehension. 

To be sure, we were among those who 
urged the president to drop the cemetery 
from his itinerary. The scheduled stop itself 
seemed the misbegotten product of an exces-

Kirk E. Oberfeld 
Editor, National Ed1t1on 

sive regard for public relations. The hasty 
addition of a side trip to Bergen-Belsen, as if 
a death camp could be made to seem sym­
metrical with a Nazi burial ground, only com­
pounded the horror of an advance man's 
snafu. That President Reagan resisted the 
quick advice of his close comrades testifies 
to his salutary clearsightedness and that 
grace under pressure celebrated by Pres­
ident Kennedy. 

If only the president would admit his mis­
take, went conventional wisdom this past 
fortnight, he would have demonstrated a 
largeness of spirit, a capacity for correction, 
to be praised by decent opinion everywhere. 
Of course, his enemies would have made cer­
tain the "insensitivity" charge stuck, as why 
else did he allow the controversy to swell as 
long as he did? Now that Ronald Reagan has 
spoken some of the most sensitive words 
from the heart of a 20th-century American 
president, how long will it take for his pre­
Bitburg critics to show the same largeness 
of spirit they demanded of him? 

"While much of the world still huddles in 
the darkness of oppression, we can see a new 
dawn of freedom sweeping the globe." Amen, 
Mr. President. And in the twilight of human 
history, when totalitarianism has indeed been 
cast into the ash bin by vigilant defenders of 
freedom, your Bitburg Address will resound 
among the most galvanizing of clarions. 

- ----""' .... 
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Mr. President, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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Anyone who is at present confronted with Germany's recent 

history is well adivsed to approach with circumspection 

and a sense of concern the matters that we have to discuss 

in cQnnection with the forthcoming state visit of the 

President of the United States of America. This is what I 

feel very strongly because my intention was and continues 

to be that of achieving on the occasion of this visit a 

contribution to peace and reconciliation among nations. 

That was also the purpose of the many talks which have been 

held to prepare the visit. 

Early in the spring of 1984, President Mitterrand of France 

informed me of the plans for the celebrations marking the 

40th anniversary of D-Day in Normandy. I wish to state this 

here because a great deal of false information has been 

propagated on this subject. In that . conversation I immediately 

pointed out that as German chancellor· and head of government 
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I was not interested in being invited to and attending .. 

the celebrations. This met with considerable understanding. 

We also di s ~ussed on that occasion the possibility of 

documenting in a gesture of reconciliation over the graves 

- 40 years after D-Day, at the time 39 years after the end 

of World War II and about 70 years after the end of World 

War I - what had been possible after the war as a result of 

many fortunate circumstances and vigorous efforts on the 

part of many important democratic statesmen in France and 

Germany: to become allies, to bury past animosity, to bring 

the younger generations close together - in short, one of the 

greate_St achievements of modern times. The suggestion was 

then made of doing so last autumn at Douaumont in Verdun. 

You all remember those scenes - 90 year old veterans of 

World War I, participants in World War II and several tens 

of thousands of German and French school children who in 

their youthful innocence did not realize what it all meant, 

namely that a seal was placed by a few people for entire 

nations on the fact that we have overcome our animosity and 

become friends and that fraternal wars in Europe have been . 

relegated to the past. 

Last November, I then discussed in detail with Presid~nt 

Reagan that event and the .talks · leading up to it. I know 

that he is a friend of our people.~ have experienced this 

time and again in the past few years. On the basis of the 

t 
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model of Franco-German co-operation I just described, we 

discussed the possibility of attempting - on the occasion 

of his visit on the eve of the 40th anniversary of Germany's 

capitulation to achieve peace and reconciliation across 

the graves. We agreed that it was desirable for the President 

to address young Germans 40 years later on the future, on 

the world of tomorrow, and to commemorate at a suitable 

site the victims of the national-socialist regime in view 

of the dreadful occurences in German 

proposed this from the very 

possible, to commemorate at a military cemetery ' the dead ~---
nations - not only the dead of World War II. 

Reagan immediately took up the idea of this very noble 

gesture and understood it to be a gesture of friendship. 

We started the preparations for his visit in this spirit. 

I find it most regrettable that this great man, who is a 

friend of the Germans, has encountered considerable domestic 

difficulties because of this envisaged noble gesture. Let 

me state this as a German and as the German chancellor: 

I am grateful to him for the attitude that he has once· again 

demonstrated. 

During the detailed preparations for his visit, various sites 

for the gesture were then discussed in numerous talks. I 

suggested that he should meet with young Germans in Harnbach, 

the site of German democracy, the site of European solidarity, 

the site which so strongly recalls German-American traditions 
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back to the 18th and 19th centuries. We also discussed at 

length the possibility of a meeting with young soldiers, 

soldiers of the US-Army and of the Bundeswehr - not for the 

purpose of holding large parades, but of having private 

conversations with soldiers insofar as the circumstances 

permit, with young Americans vicariously for a l l the hundreds 

of thousands of American soldiers who have constantly 

maintained peace and ~reedom for our country over the last 

30 years, and with young German soldiers - 19, 20, 21 year .,.... 

old conscripts . In our discussion I repeatedly presented 

a powerful argument: that I consider it important that the 

President of the United States, our most important ally, 

should meet with young German soldiers, with the grandchildren 

of those who died during the war, whom we also wish to 

commemorate at the cemetery, with this young generation 

who must see the point of their serv-ice to the cause of 

defending freedom and peace. The idea thus arose of going 

to Bitburg, a little town in Germany which, more than others, 

lives in a symbiosis with the American garrison. Well over 

100.000 US soldiers have rendered their military service 

there over the decades. The town and the garrison are of such 

a size that close ties have arisen between them. They do not 

speak of partnership, they experience it at first hand in 

their everyday lives. Well over 5.000 marriages have come 

about there between Germans and .Arnericans, many thousands of 

children have been born of German-American marriages. If there 

is anywhere in Germany where one can make clear that Germans 
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and Americans can live together as a matter of course, 

then Bitburg best illustrates this. I suggested that town 

because I believe that it is right for tribute to be paid 

in a special manner - vicariously for the entire Federal 

Republic of Germany - to those people who are exposed to 

strains owing to the presence of military installations. 

In view of the time available for the visit, it was only 

natural to consider the military cemetery on the immediate 

outskirts of Bitburg. It is a soldiers' cemetery set up 

in 1959, with the graves of over 2.000 soldiers - some of 

them from World War I, but the majority from World War II. 

They are soldiers who fell in combat during the last few 

days of the war and who were after 1959 transferred there 

from cemeteries in nearby towns and villages. Former members 

of the Waffen-SS were also buried at the cemetery in Bitburg, 

as in almost all of the cemeteries that are looked after by 

the Association for the Maintenance of· War Graves. Anyone 

who discusses the subject of ss soldiers buried in military 

cemeteries, of SS combat troops buried there, must now, 

40 years later, also live up to the obligation of adopting 

a differentiated approach towards historical occurrences. 

Many of those very young soldiers did not have any chance, 

like everyone at that time, to evade conscription by the 

Waffen-SS. 



- 6 -

During the past few days I have asked for the names and dates 

inscribed on the tombstones there to be presented to me. Of 

the 49 SS soldiers named there, 32 were younger than 25 when 

they died. We are today speaking of soldiers who died at the 

age of 17, 18 or 19. Their short lives are much shorter than 

the space of time that has elapsed since their deaths. They 

lived but a short life in a barbaric war. Even those who lived 

through the war find it difficult to understand what happened, 

and this is even more difficult for the present generation, 

and it cannot be understood by those who have not lived here 

but have grown up on a different continent. I do not venture 

to judge those who experienced all the horror and barbarity 

of the Third Reich at Auschwitz, Treblinka and Bergen-Belsen, 

who are unable to forget those occurrences, what they suffered 

and what their next of kin suffered, and who are unable to 

forgive. I believe that we are not entitled to judge or 

condemn such an attitude. It is a magnificent achievement if 

someone who experienced all that - as we witnessed at Bergen­

Belsen last Sunday - is able to expres~ liberating words of 
~ 

forgiveness. But we have neither a moral nor a legal claim to 

such an attitude. In view of the undifferentiated judgments, 

the in some cases unacceptable collective accusations and 

some instances of unacceptable distortion of historical facts 

during the past few days, I consider it important to quote 

an impartial witness to those times, whose life and activities 

as a German patriot are beyond question in this House, namely 

Kurt Schumacher. In the autumn of 1951 he expressed certain 
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ideas which are almost of a visionary nature in view of 

today's debate here. 

Quote: 

"Over 900 000 members of the former Waffen-SS returned from 

World War II. This Waffen-SS is not equivalent to either the 

general SS or the organizations specializing in the liquidation 

of people; it was set up for purposes of the war. Many of the 

young people were undoubtedly imbued with the specifically 

Hitlerian ideology, but their political objectives did not 

include crimes as perpetrated by the twelve-year dictatorship. 

Hundreds of thousands were, without any effort on their part, 

conscripted into or transferred to the Waffen-SS as part of 

the Wehrmacht. 

Most of those 900 000 people have become downright social 

outcasts. They are held jointly liable for the crimes of the 

Security Service (SD) and the liquidation campaigns, although, 

as members of the Waffen-SS, they hardly had any more to do 

with that than other sections of the Wehrmacht. Every tota­

litarian syst~m seeks, by creating involvement in every way 
{ 

possible, to generate a sense of total complicity. In the 

case of the Waffen-SS, the world was successfully convinced 

of their total complicity. We believe it is necessary for 

humanitarian and civic reasons to dispel this belief and to 

clear the way for the vast majority of former members of the 

Waffen-SS so that they c~n live their lives as individuals 

and citizens." 
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I believe that one cannot more cogently underscore the 

dilemma and the duty to differentiate than Kurt Schumacher 

did then as a result of his own personal exper i ence. That 

quotation of Schumacher was an appeal to the living, to 

that generation of former ss members who had survived the 

war. Today we are discussing on both sides of the Atlantic 

the fate of SS soldiers who died 40 years ago. Last Sunday 

I clearly stated at Bergen-Belsen that we Germans must 

keep alive an awareness of the full extent of the burden and 

responsibility imposed by history. Anyone who was unable 

to evade the ubiquituous violence of the national-socialist ~ 

regime became involved in its injustice in one way or --­

another as members of the Hitler Youth Organisation, as 

soldiers, frequently as civil-servants, and many in other 

fashions. Let me state this to our friends abroad and to our 

many young compatriots: The extent of such involvement was in 

many cases determined solely by one's age, by one's personal 

circumstances or by arbitrary decisions by the rulers. 

----,-

Does it truly f 11 to us tor judge people who were involved , 
-

in d ~~oat their lives, whilst 1we res ct 
-~ 

no less involved but survived 
• J; ' 

en rightly made use of the oppOrtunitia• 

that life has afforded them who· have s-erved the cause ,of 

freed 

rt . l pa ies. 

: '-"'"-
and our Republic by participating in the po.litical 
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The idea underlying our discussions and the visit was and 

continues to be that President Reagan, our friend, and I 

w±:l:l: commemorate~ tne ':tvi ct fm~'iof the war-and-pay· 

reverence to the soldiers' graves. I am grateful to the 

American President for this noble gesture. I am grateful that 

he will visit, together with me and others, Bergen-Belsen, 

one of the sites of Germany's shame, but I .am. also thankful 

to him f.ox: visiting the e-emet.ery. I believe that I am 

expressing what millions of people feel who lost relatives 

during the war. If one looks around this chamber, one will 

discover many members on all benches who lost their fathers, 

brothers or - in the case of older members - even their 

sons and who feel that this noble gesture is directed towards 

them. The gesture also has another meaning: that of being 

a sign for young people serving in the Bundeswehr, indicating 

that e have learned the lesson of history. ~ ~ L,~___,_ ~~~ 
1-e.+- t>~ orv-v-e. I, -'7 ~q - J 

l \), 1.+-

In their Pastoral Letter on the occasion of 8 May 1985, the 

Catholic Bishops state the following: We must pray the Lord's 

Prayer for and with those people against whom the German nation 

wronged. The link between bitter animosity and war remains 

a link of fate pointing towards the path of reconciliation. 

At the cemetery in Bitburg we intend to commemorate those 

who died in the war, those who had to die in the war started 

by Hitler in Europe and overseas, those Germans who were 

forced into the war by Hitler and perished in it. Reconciliation 
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will be achieved between ers~while adversaries if we are 

capable of mourning people irrespective of the nationality 

of those who were murdered, who fell or died. This we 

demonstrated at Douaurnont in Verdun, and we intend to do 

so at Bitburg. Commemoration of the victims always keeps 

alive an aw~e~s of the_ guilt of the perpetrators. War 

graves are always a reminder to those who assisted and 

committed the crimes of the war and the tyranny. 

[ Werner Nachrnann, chairman of the Central Jewish Council in -----Germany, stated at Bergen-Belsen, a place where Jews sustained 

untold suffering in the name of Germany, that he returned 

to his former home country, like many others, in order to 

dispel mistrust and to build bridges. He also said that 

most people considered his action impossible and many 

regarded it as inappropriate. Who, if not we Germans, appreciates 

the feelings of those who survived the Nazi atrocities and · 

cannot forget or forgive. We must accpet that attitude, 

respect it and live with it. We ask our friends, especially 

our American friends, to consider the reconciliation across 

the graves as a desire that is rooted in our hearts and minds 

because our meeting at the graves - those of the victims af 

the tyranny located in a concentration camp and those on a 

military cemetery - will be above all a common pledge that our 

nations must never again be exposed to such barbarity, that 

war and violence are not a means of pursuing political goals, 

and that we are committed to the principle that peace must 

emanate from German soil. 

J 



Has she changed? A dumb ques­
tion which, understandably, is not 
answered well. Mrs. Reagan says : 
Not as a person. She is the same per­
son. Has she grown? Well, yes, she 
says, and doesn't know how anyone 
could be in her position and not grow. 

Moving on to the First Lady's anti­
drug campaign, Ms. Stahl notes that 
"some critics" say that pictures of 
her as a warm and caring person are 
for "a purpose." And one of these 
critics who CBS believes has evi­
dently divined this purpose is Betty 
Friedan, who is labeled simply 
"feminist!' Ms. Friedan says: 

"There is a feeling among women 
that there's maybe a conscious cam­
paign to change her image." 

Then, as the camera shows a 
poorly lighted, rather sinister­
looking shot of Mr. and Mrs. Reagan 
talking in the back seat of a car, Ms. 
Stahl tells us: "Mrs. Reagan remains 
a controversial figure primarily 
because of the influence she seems 
to have ove r her hu s b a nd . 
Increasingly, she's seen as a power 
behind the throne. Mrs. Reagan 
makes her views known and the 
president has said he listens." 

W
ow! Now, this is really a 
blinding revelation! To be 
influential is to make one 

controversial? Says who? Why? And 
Mrs. Reagan actually has the temer­
ity to make her views known and the 
president listens?! 

An exasperated Ms . Friedan 
appears again on-camera saying: 
"Well, all right, Nancy Reagan , if 
you're going to be more of a person 
now, then why don't you stand up a 
little for women's rights? " 

Ms. Stahl ends her report by say­
ing that in her second term Mrs. 
Reagan is more confident, more 
independent. And she quotes the 
First Lady as saying of herself that 
she's a late bloomer. 

Now, there are several things to be 
said about this not too subtle 
hatchet-job on the First Lady. For 
openers, Mrs. Reagan is standing up 
for women's rights by speaking out 
against drug abuse. A large percent­
age of the people who abuse drugs 
are female. And all of the mothers of 
these drug-abuse victims are 
women. 

Since 1982, in he r campaign 
against drugs, Mrs . Reagan has trav­
eled 60,000 miles ; she has visited 44 
states and 27 cities; she has spoken 
to audiences at 16 schools and one 
university ; she has given 93 inter­
views; she has appeared on 12 TV 
and radio s hows; and she has 
received 12 awards for her work. 

To imply that she's doing this sim­
ply to "change her image" is a 
canard, a slander. In fact , in this CBS 
report, Ms. Stahl herself said that 
Mrs. Reagan has stuck with her anti­
drug campaign "against the advice 
of her media experts, who said it was 
too depressing." So much for the idea 
that this campaign is designed to • 
enhance her image. 

A nd finally, to be sure, Mrs. 
Reagan is not standing up for 
women's issues, at leas t not as 

these Issues are defined by femin­
ists - and for this she deserves 
applause. It's true that the First Lady 
is not out stumping the country in 
defense of a woman's " right" to mur­
der her unborn child, for example. 
And thank God she isn't. 

But, no, Mrs. Reagan is basically 
the same person she has always 
been. She is neither "more confi­
dent" nor "more indepenc!ent" and 
she bloomed years ago. And, as First 
Lady, she remains a rose among the 
news-media thorns who interview 
her, which - come to think of it - is 
probably what 's bugging these folks. 

John Lofton is a staff columnist for 
The Washington Times. 

Trying to explain 
the Bitburg visit 
W

ho says April is the c rn­
elest month ? That must 
be the question Kremlin 
leaders a re asking -

and for them May promises to be 
better s till. For it is in May tha t the 
Soviets will be receiving - if a ll 
goes as President Reagan and Ger­
man Chancellor Helmut Kohl say it 
will - a gift beyond imagining: the 
Bitburg trip. 

Could the Sovie t propagandists 
who have spent so many years por­
traying the United States as a friend 
of fascism have imagined in their 
wildest dreams that there would be 
granted them actual footage of a U.S. 
president paying homage a t the 
graves of Hitler's soldiers? 

Nor could the rest of us have 
imagined that we would be hearing 
from official Wa shin g ton s uc h 
explanations as have been heard. 

The affair began , we ar e 
infor med, because Mr. Kohl c ried in 
Ronald Reagan's office. It continued 
with advance man Michael Deaver 
and a retinue of 20 going to Ger­
ma ny, where Mr. Deave r was 
accorded the rare honor of a meet­
ing with the chancellor. 

The gratified Mr. Deaver pro­
ceeded apace to Bitburg, where a 
heavy snow prevented him and hi s 
retinue from noticing SS insignia on 
some of the gravestones. Thus M1: 
Deaver and par ty returned home 
secure in the belief that Bitburg 
posed no problems for a presidential 
visit - and under the impression 
that American soldiers, too, were 
buried there. Once the plans were 
announced, it was discovered, alas, 
that the cemetery conta ined mem­
bers of Hitler's Waffen SS: and no 
American soldiers. 

Thus ends the offi cial outline of 
events, an outline, it seems neces­
sary to say, that is not some product 
of satire but includes the exact rea­
sons used to explain the Bitbura 
choice. 

This a lone should give us pause. 
Who among our official s in his r ight 
mind - and having the slightest 
acquaintance with hi story - would 
believe that American fightin g men 
of World War II would lie buried in a 
German military cemetery? 

Regarding the gravestones of the 
SS, the uproar obscures the truth 
tha t a president ial visit honoring 
Hitler's regular troops- who fought 
side by side with the SS - would 
hardly have been more acceptable. 

What would have happened had 
the SS markings been visible at Bit­
burg? Mr. Deaver, we a rc informed, 
would certa inly have sought another 

Dorothy Rabinowit z is a nation­
a lly syndicated columnis t. 

militan· ccmctcn· •- one wirhcnll SS 
gru,·cs .· Onl y tllci·c ;ire no military 
ccmc1crics in Ccrrmmy without SS 
gl'avcs, as 1J11l' \\'1.•st (~crman has 
poi ntetl out. 

Not that sui.:h f.i c ts han· , 111 , · 
impuct on Whi le House spokcsnll' i1 
and others in\'Ol\'cLl in "tlanwgc i.:1111 -

tro l." 'lllkc Hepublican Rep. ~larJn· 
rie !10!1 ur ~l11 ryla nd. who told ;, 
reporter, "E,·cry place we go, we 
bring people to Arl ington Cemetery 
.. I can 't sec an)' difference." Then 

ca me a sort ie from Donald Heg,111 . 
spea king in pri vate ll'ith a \l'hite 
House visitor who was urging 1,;an­
cella tion of Bit burg. The president 's 
chi ef of sta ff repeatedl y challen ged . 
"Would you object . if Chancellor 
Kohl visi ted Arlington?" 

Here we have not just a con­
gresswoma n, but th e presidenl°s 
own chief of s taff, neit her nf whom 
sees any difference, symholically. 
between the buria l ground of those 
who d ied for Na zism - .ind 
Arli ng ton. 

\Vhat is \\'ronµ with these pcuplL' .f 

In lencrs to The Washi11gtu11 Pust 
and The New York Times. au thor 
Wi ll iam Shire r (The l<isc and 

Fa ll of the Third Reich) wrote wi th 
some emotion that, of the hund reds 
of German soldiers he ta lked to as a 
war correspondent in the last, as 
well as in the ea rliest. days of World 
Wa r II , he fo und not one who "con­
si dere d h im s e l f ·a vi c tim o f 
Nazism; " not one of those teen­
agers (the kind cited in Mr. Reagan's 
address) who "did not express hi s 
uner loyalty to Hitle r and the Third 
Reich," who did not "believe fana t­
ically in Hitler 's cause ." 

Such tes timony will from the 
looks of things, fa ll on dea f ca r s -
for a while, a t any ra te. So. whi le 
everyone wai ts for l\ lr. Kohl to come 
to hi s senses. or the president 10 his. 
we sha ll continue tu hea r tl1e maun­
deri ngs about Arlington and Bit­
burg, and of the advance men's 
progress a round Bergcn-Belscn. 

Even so, some good has come of 
the Bitburg business. The strong 
popular reaction against the trip 
proves that although our century's 
history and its meaning may have 
escaped those at the White House, it 
hasn't escaped most Americans. 

So c lear was the evidence of th is 
memory of why the wa r against Hit ­
le r could not be considered a wa r 
like any other tha t it moved a West 
German offic ia l to recognize. with 
wonder, "How quickl y his tory comes 
breaking throug h." 

So it does. And fo r this convinci ng 
proo f - whi c h is a t r ib ute to 
Ameri cans - we cttn be gratefu l to 
the urchitcc ts of Bit burg . 

.l~LLl 
Fro m poge ID 

111:,; t.'Yl' ~. thl' \\'; 1y hL' :-i'~ 

lhl'y \ \ l ' l' l' ly111µ :· ;. 
l\.110\\' l tl l-! 111...· (t1 t1l d11 ~ 

Fatt1 cr \ ';1rgc1 \\'t.•nt ,,1
.: 

fi rst two men llhi k !11 11 ~ 
and lcfl him 1111.:rc -· 1' 

shill. or l.'.ll llrsc. 'l\,·o II 

a11U iook l11m to u h),1 
might he ~, tl l<.:d th,: sut· s 
pest. nw_,, left him. ;n 

Fin.ill y, a thinl pa1 1~1 
\'ktq.:c.1 tu a l>unkl' r 1.\ 
h<.·skgl'd I lunga rian r,'i\ 
locked him in the ba1 l' 
st ructu re. Like l{;ioul1~1, 
the humnniwr ian effa\\l 
"tlisappeared: · ,\ .\ 

Bu t why ? In Fmher l\(11 
oth e r tha n his being 
leadc1· ded icated to hi, 
dcmocrutic idea ls. he ')., I'' 
Hussian C\'cs hcccnbcl'0S 
11·ar Ill' had.passed tu the\ )0 

nwtion on th1..· Sm·ict s· , ,\. 
tion of Polish o ff ic l' l1\ a\ 
ForL'Sl. I le had been an i1-io0l 
for Pok s with photos an ·w: 
umcnlrn'\' c\'idcrn:c of ti .,n< 
ma ssm:r~·. \)\lt 

Interroga ted relent le, 3.,, 
garbage- like food. and 
windowless , subtcrra ne, 
the bunker outside 81 
near!)' two week s. Father 
was moved to still anothe 
house - for hi s .. tr ia l." 

:\ Il l '\\' 111tc r prCtL' I' .i :-. ~,~, 
for till· pn ll' l'L'din g~ 11-e, 
\"arga t ll L' outc11111c a l1U\ 
dl'r1d,,:d .. You :n·t: i: t111 l

1 
· 

th.•,1111 h L'(itll SL' \ 'IHI \ tr(.' I 

Kat yn:· 1/l c pricS1·s frl lm--­
i.111 .-.aid " \\'c know tlwt n 
l i n g H \ 'L' dirt•ct ord Cr 
c,·L'ryhod y ,, lw kn ows ¢ 
ahollt Katy n." Still. in a sen 
j udicia l pr<H: css, FH tht 
wou ld he granted till' ri ght 
the in te rpret er a lso told hi 

And ii ,,·1:1 s as predicted . 
tc r. Hi s int er rogator f PRESERVATION 
bunker presid ing. the !owe COPY 
quickly convicted Father 
;m enemy agent. scntcnt:e 
dcc1t h. and granted the a 
pica for r.u1 c1ppl'..tl. Thl' appt 
hm·c fo llowed lhc same, pre 
cou rse. hut for the interpr 
sclf'-prodaimcd at heist and 
nist whose earl\· lifc a!'t ar 
ill cµ 1t11na tc ehi ld in a smttll 
Hill \'ll lagc nao Ileen c~ 
cmhi llL' l'l ll 11 . Onh· thl' \"ill;u 
tw t.l hL'l'll l~ 11c.l 11; h11 11 . h, ti 
lik l' story he :"\Onn putirL'< 
Father \'<1rgu in tllL'ff lll.L'·tli 
ings. And Fath~r \ 'arga n 
him of tha t priest. who 111 I 
taken the child into ilis reel 
raised him for four \ 'CcJ r s . 

.\ t first. Father \'il r!.!a diJ, 
hcl 1e1·e the story. ·· 1 1h,;11gh1 h 
he an U:.,! <'ll l pro1•ricate11r." Be 
appea l prt lC l' l' lling. lwwe, 
int l'l' Pfl' tt· r careful ly c1 
Father \ 'a rga. "You say, ·1 
priest. a pca sa111 , and I lrnd 
ne1.: t1on \\'i th the Americans 
sabotage l 1mlcrground.' " he 

Tl1en, du r ing the appc, 
before .1 dign iricd -looking I 
l'.ulonl'I . the in terpreter did m 
;dwuys to 1/'il llSitllc rather 1 

:.111 :-. , \'~ rs c ~a~t l~ m, gh L'll . \\' 
didn·1 speak Rus,ian himsel f. 
\ '< 1rg.i :-,enscd that the in let 
\ \ '.J S mon • tir lc~s "g 1\ ·ing hi! 
ion ." Then. it was owr. The jud 
a s tart k d Father Varga : " )i 
f r ee, you a rc a fr i('n d .' 
inte rpreter, it seems, had con• 
the appella te " judge" tha l I 
Vurgu wu:,, not the man the Ru 
thought lie was . A day later. af 
lie \\'as fo und out , the Hun1 
tnm slcllor was shot in the ga n 
the sam e suburhan house. 

Fa ther Varga , though, was 
unli ke the ill -fa ted \\la ll enbe 
puhl ic figu r e. po li1icia n -1 
Futhcr Varga soon was in the I 
c1·c anll cuuld not so secretly bi 
ired off hr the Hu ssian; occu 
H ungary at war's t•m.l . · 

In postwar elections, whid 
Commu 111 sts at firs t to le ra ted. 
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c:;.,Wi\!ATION COP' 'We will never forget' -
WW WWW• _. ~- "-

Photo by James Fiedler Jf./The Washington Times 

Elmer Cerin places a carnation in a wreath at a memorial service at Arlington National Cemetery yesterday. The service, attended 
by more than 300 World War II veterans and Holocaust survivors. was organized as a more "appropriate" way to mark Europe's 
liberation than President Reagan's controversial visit to the Bitburg cemetery. Story on page 58. • 

Reagan 
--- ------ - ----· --
By Jerem,al1 0 Leary 
THE WASlttNGI O "- flMES.- OHt- u, , r,., '.'> l fl'Jll_ r, 

BlTBUHG. \Vest (;ernwny -- \Vrackctl 
with emotion and close to IL'.'.lrS. l'rcs­
idcnt Hcagan ycstcn.1.:ty mourned the 
50,000 ,Jews who died in the Na;,.i concen­
t ration camp at Bcrgcn-Bclscn and the 
German war dead a t Bithuq(s cemetery 
as human beings who were l.'.rushc<l hy a 
vicious ideology. 

Speaking under a cold. gray c.;crman 
sky, the president delivered what may 
have been the two greatest speeches of 
hi s lifetime in the stark su rroundings of 
the Nazi death camp and later at Biiburg 
Air Base a fter a IO-minute d si t to the 
Kolmcshohc Ccmelcry. 

The two ,·isit s , centered on the most 
bitter controve rsy of hi s pol itical career. 
were a tcswmc nt 10 hi s comm it ment that . 
after 40 years of pCTtce. one great war will 
not plant the seeds of the next. 

see REAGAN, page 71\ 

Inside today's Times 
It was the higxcs t political ordcul of 

Reagan 's presi<ieuc_v. Paxc 71\. 
Reagan ge ts world leaders 1Jclli11d his 

nuclear arms talks stratcxy /Jul gets nu 
pledge of support ,for ""s tar wars" pro­
gram . Page HA. 

Text of addresses at /Jithurx and /Jer­
gen Belsen. Page 8A . 

The Bit burg, ac.ldrc:,;.~ wus u mural 
triumph . An editorial, page 9tl. 
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No smiles for president at brief visit to war cellletery 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES FOREIGN SERVICE 

BITBURG, West Germany-See­
. ing through to completion an event 
that had produced controversy and 
anguish, President Reagan yester­
day compressed his stay at a ceme­
tery for German war dead to just 
seven and a half minutes. 

He and Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
just nodded to each other without 
shaking hands and slowly strolled. 
around the semicircular walk beside 
the large stone crosses around the 
graves. 

Every grave marker in the small 
Kolmeshohe burial ground was 
freshly decorated with flowers, 
those oi SS men and ordinary sol­
diers alike. There were reports that 
some of the SS graves were deco­
rated by television cameramen, pre­
sumably to enhance "visuals." 

The wreath from Mr. Reagan was 
marked only, "From the President of 
the United States." A German army 
bugler sounded the plaintive notes of 
an old soldiers' dirge, "!ch Hatt 

· Einen Kamerad en" (I Had a Com­
rade in Arms), roughly equivalent to 
"Tops." 

President Reagan called 90-year: 

'REAGAN 
From page IA 

"1\venty-two years ago, President 
John F. KeMedy went to the Berlin 
Wall and proclaimed that he, too, was 
a Berliner;• Mr. Reagan said. "Today, 
freedom-loving people around the 
world must say, I am a Berliner. I am 
a Jew in a world still threatened by• 
anti-Semitism, I am an Afghan, and 
I am a prisoner of the Gulag, I am a 
refugee in a crowded boat founder­
ing off the coast of Vietnam, I am a 
Laotian, a Cambodian, a Cuban, and 
a Miskito Indian in Nicaragua. I too 
;am a potential victim of totalitarian­
ism." 

In the graveyard where 49 Waffen 
SS soldiers lie beside 2,000 ordinary 
German dead of both world wars, 
Mr. Reagan announced that his visit 
.there had reopened some old 
wounds and many emotions in the 
American and German people. 

"This I regret very much because 
this should be a time of healing;• he 
declared. "Our gesture of reconcili­
:ation with the German people in no 
'way minimizes our love and honor 
·for those who fought and died for our 
,country," 
' . Buthisspecialmessagewastothe 
,Jewj.sh victims and survi".ors of the 
,Holocaust. He said many are wor-
! i • ~ ' l •-, .J ... ! 

old Gen. Matthew B. Ridgway out of 
retirement to help him through the 
biggest political ordeal of his 
presidency. The two men laid the 
wreath of white lilies, yellow roses 
and blue irises at the slate-gray 
momument to the dead of World War 
I. 

The West German chancellor was 
joined by Gen. Johannt's Steinhoff, 
71 , a Luftwaffe ace with more than 
300 allied planes to his credit and a 
badlyscarred face from his war 
wounds. 

As the president's motorcade 
entered the small town of Bitburg, 
w here 12,500 Germans live 
alongside 12,500 American airmen, 
Mr. Reagan saw a sprinkling of signs 
and heard some chanting for and 
against the visit. Some Americans in 
civilian clothes shouted in unison, 
"Please don't go!" over and over. 

One sign proclaimed, "Murderers 
= Victims? No!" 

The journey from Bonn to 
Bergen-Belsen, then to Bitburg, was 
somber. The usually smiling face of 
Ronald Reagan was replaced with 
grimness, and he didn't wave hap­
pily as he is accustomed to do when 
boarding or alighting from aircraft. 

ried that reconciliation means for­
getting. 

"I promise you, we will never 
forget," he said. "I have just come 
this morning from Bergen-Belsen 
where the horror of that terrible 
crime, the Holocaust, was forever 
burned in my memory. No, we will 
never forget, and we say with the 
victims of that Holocaust: 'Never 
again:" 

Returning to the controversy that 
has raged for a month, President 
Reagan said the crimes of the SS 
must rank among the most heinous 
in human history. 

"But others buried there were 
simply soldiers in the German 
Army:' the president said. "How 
many were fanatical followers of a 
dictator and willfully carried out his 
cruel orders? And how many were 
conscripts, forced into service dur­
ing the death throes of the Nazi war 
machine? We do not know." 

President Reagan said there were 
thousands of soldiers to whom 
Nazism meant no more than a brutal 
end to a short life and added, "We do 
not believe in collective guilt." 

He spoke of a German soldier of 
1S lying in Bitburg cemetery and 
said perhaps if that boy had lived he 
would have joined his countrymen in 
building the new democratic Fed­
eral Republic of Germany. 

Arriving at Bcrgcn-Bclsen. the 
Reagans were greeted by a handful 
of demonstrators who appeared to 
be Amcric<1n and who shouted, "You 
don 't belong here! We don't want you 
to go in there." The Reagans went 
first to the document house . 

Hokli116 on to each other tightl y as 
if for support, Mr: wid Mrs. Reagan 
looked at all the panels and photos of 
stacked bodies found there when the 
British captured the camp on April 
IS, 1945. 

Even his deli very of the two pow­
erful speeches at the concentration 
camp and at Bitburg air base was 
subdued despite the powerful and 
moving words. The speeches were 
written by John Gilder and Ken Kac­
higan - Mr. Kachigan was called 
back to the White House for the duty. 

At Bergen-Belsen, the visit he 
added afterthe furor arose about the 
honors being paid the German war 
dead, the pres ident presented a 
wreath of green ferns at the obelisk 
honoring the 50,000 victims of the 
Nazis who died there. The floral tri­
bute bore the legend, "The People of 
the United States of America." 

The Bergen-Belscn ceremony, in 

"People were brought 
here for no other 
purpose but to suffer 
and die." 

But Mr. Reagan rose to dramatic 
heights earlier at Bergen-Belsen 
where he said, "Above all, we are 
struck by the horror of it all - the 
monstrous, incomprehensible hor­
ror. We can never understand as the 
victims did. Nor with all our com­
passion, can we feel what the survi­
vors feel to this day and will feel as 
long as they live." 

Mr. Reagan did not mention any 
Nazi by name, not even Adolf Hitler 
or Josef Kramer, the Bergen-Belsen 
camp commandant. But he used 
almost apocalyptic language about 
the German Fuehrer who caused the 
deaths of millions in his Third Reich. 

"The awful evil started by one 
man was uniquely destructive to the 
millions forced into the grim abyss 
of these camps," he said, his face 
wreathed in pain. "Here lie people, 
Jews, whose death was inflicted for 
no reason other than their very exis­
tence. Their pain was borne only 
because of who they were and 
because of the God in their prayers. 
Alorigside them lie many Christians, 

a field of heather broken by the 
mounds where thousands of Jews 
and other victims of the Nazis lie, 
was boycotted by the Central Con­
gress of Jews in Germany. 1\venty­
six rabbis were invited. None came. 

"Members of my family died in 
this place," Moniek Cukicr, 57, a Jew­
ish survivor of Auschwitz who is a 
meat cutter at a U.S. Air Force base. 
"Personally I believe it is the right 
thing to give a sign. Bergen-Belsen 
is the right sign but I am not happy 
as a Jew. But I think the new Ger­
many can be trusted." 

Chiseled in granite in many lan­
guages are the poignant messages of 
the horrors that took place in the 
concentration-camp. One sign, in 
English and Hebrew, read, "Israel' 
shall remember the 30,000 Jews 
exterminated in the concentration 
..:amp of Bergen-Belsen at the hands 
of the murderous Nazis. Earth con­
ceal not the blood shed on thee." 

When he got to the air base from 
which American and German air­
men guard Europe against attack, 
Mr. Reagan was cheered loudly by 
9,000 American and German specta­
tors. Bitburg is a GI town. Many 
marriages between American men 

Catholics and Protestants. 
"For year after year, until that 

man and his evil were destroyed, hell 
yawned forth its awful contents. Peo­
ple were brought here for no other 
purpose but to suffer and die. To go 
unfed when hungry, uncared for 
when sick, tortured when the whim 
struck, and left to have misery con­
sume them when all there was 
around them was misery. Here death 
ruled." 

He said he had come to the camp 
to confirm that the horror cannot 
outlast the hope. The president 
spoke of the free Germany repre­
sented by Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
and how far it has come from the 
time when the victims wondered if 
anything could survive. 

"Surely we can understand that, 
when we see what is around us," 
President Reagan said. "All these 
children of God, under bleak and 
lifeless mounds, the plaiMess of 
which does not even hint at the 
unspeakable acts that created them. 
Here they lie. Never to hope. Never 
to pray. Never to love. Never to heal. 
Never to laugh. Never to cry." 

And he spoke of 15-year-old Anne 
Frank who died at Bergen-Belsen 
and is buried somewhere among the 
mass graves after hiding for two 
years keeping her diary in an 
Amsterdam attic. 

and German women have had their 
beginning here. 

German and American soldiers 
were drawn up in a three-cornered 
square in front of a hanga r. The Ger­
man band played "The Star Spangled 
Banner" and the U.S. Air Force base 
band played Germany's anthem. 

Only on the flight back did the 
president ·s mood appear to lighten. 
As he walked through the staff 
cabin, his aides gave him an enthusi­
astic round of applause. Reporte rs 
on the plane said his smile bordered 
on a beam. 

Jewish leaders were deeply dis­
turbed by his seven-minute visit to 
the Bitburg military cemetery. 

"I never thought I would live to see 
this day," said Elie Wiesel, chairman 
of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Council, in an NBC television inter­
view. 

"The road from Bergen-Belsen to 
Bitburg is a very long one," he said. 
" I thought it would take centuries for 
humankind to cross it. And the pres­
ident of the United States has just 
crossed it in less than one hour:• 

Nazi-hunter Simon Wiesenthal 
agreed that Mr. Reagan's visit to 

Bergen-Belsen would not "neutral­
ize" the effects of his visit to the mili-
tary cemetery at Bitburg. I 

Immediately after World \Var II . , 
he said, "Germans condemned Hit- I 
lcr because he lost the war. But the 
young Germans of today, they con- I 
dcmn Hitler because he started the I 
war." 

On this summit trip, President ' 
Reagan also absolved White House ! 
Communications Director Patrick I 
Buchanan of any impropriety con- : 
ccrning some notes he took several . 
weeks ago at a meeting with Jewish 1 
leaders about the pres ident's ,·isit to 

1 
Bitburg cemetery. 

Asked if Mr. Buchanan was in hot i 
water because of the widely circu- I 
lated NBC televis ion report about I 
the notes he took at the meeting, the 1 

president said , "No, because the way 1· 

it was portrayed to the public was 
completely false , and he was I 
charged with something he hadn't 
done." ! 

Mr. Buchanan reportedly I 
scrawled the words "succumbing to , 
the pressure of the Jews," presum- ' 
ably reflecting the conversations of 
the Jewish leaders. 

AP 

. President Reagan and West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl are flanked by 
Gens. Matthew B. Ridgway and Johannes Steinhoff at Bitbulg yesterday. :~ 

~ --
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A Bitburger Baedeker: The Trip That Might Have Been 
By RooER THUROW 

Bi tburg, West Germany 
Mention the name of this town in most 

any German bar, and someone will put a ' 
beer In front of you. A Bitburger Plls. A 
Bit. 

The slogan " Bille eln Bit" is as famous 
here as "Coke Is It" In America. Say those 
magic words and you 'll get a thin glass 
of golden-brown beer topped off with a 
thick; white foam. A bit bitter, perhaps, 
but overall a most marvelous taste. 

Those who swear by Bltburger Plls, and 
there are many, claim it has medicinal 
proJJ!!rtles. "Nights Bit, mornings flt" is 
a cohimon prescription here. 

Thus, It Is perplexing to locals how Ron· 
aid Reagan awoke with such a hangover­
which Is what the persistent din over the 

The Mobile Guide 

president's coming visit to a German 
graveyard that includes the bodies of war­
fen SS soldiers must feel like. Obviously, 
something was lost In the transatlantic 
translation, for when Mr. Reagan said 
" Bitte eln Bit" he didn't get a beer , he got 
a cemetery and a storm of outrage from 
the world's Jewish community, the U.S. 
Congress and the American Legion. 

The mess Mr. Reagan has made of his 
German travels-he'll be heading to Bit­
burg on Sunday after four days in Bonn- is 
beyond the realm of even the ugliest Amer­
ican tourist. Any other time, Mr. Reagan 
would have been warmly welcomed here. 
A stroll through the pedestrian shopping 
mall could have Included a stop at one of 
the many bars where the Bltburger Pils 
mascot-a jolly man in a green cap and 

white bow tie holding a beer aloft- gives 
the OK sign with his thumb and forefinger . 
The president could have sidled up to the 
bar, slammed his fist on the counter and 
said " Bitte ein Bit. " 

They would have loved him. 
President Kennedy forever endeared 

himself to the Germans (hands down , he's 
the favorite president here) when he said 
" !ch bin ein ·Berliner. " Language purists, 
and there are many of those here , too, will 
tell you that Mr. Kennedy's famous words 
also mean " I am a doughnut," pointing out 
that " Berliner" Is the name of a favorite 
pastry. But he was speaking their lan­
guage, both literally and figuratively. In 
matters like these, the Germans are a for­
giving lot. 

But not in matters like the one that has 
developed over Mr. Reagan's Bitburg visit. 
The 12,000 residents of the brewery town 
are hopping mad. They fear that the town, 
known for its beer since 1817, when the Th. 
Simon brewery opened, now will be known 
only for Its cemetery and the SS soldiers 
buried there. The president has already 
overstayed his welcome, and he hasn't 
even been here yet. 

And it's a shame, for Bitburg Is really a 
very nice place. l'i(ir. Reagan would like it 
here. Bltburg Is a bit like small-town Mid· 
die America. Instead of a big grain eleva­
tor towering over the town. the big brew­
ery looms over the landscape. Strangers 
would wave at Mr. Reagan, like they do at 
anyone else with a smile. Store managers 
would point the way to a competi tor's shop 
if they didn 't have what the president was 
looking for. He would find a lot ol Ameri ­
can names written on mall boxes, seeing 
as how many of the local fraulelns take to 
marrying boys from the neighboring U.S. 
Air Force base. The number of German 
residents is matched by about 12,000 U.S. 
servicemen. 

Bitburg is snuggled deep in the Eifel re­
gion of West Germany, a pretty presiden­
tial vacation spot of hills and forests abut­
ting Luxembourg and Belgium. The town 
Is located about 84 miles south of Cologne, 

71 miles west or Koblenz and only 18 miles 
north of Trier, a picturesque town of Ro­
man ruins that last year celebrated its 2.· 
000th birthday. To the south lie the vine· 
yards or the Mosel River Valley. 

The best way to approach Bitburg is not 
aboard Air Force One, but in a car winding 
along the small Eifel roads. Watch out for 
the Bitburger Pils transport trucks that 
seem to be everywhere. You can't miss 
them unless you 're colorblind : Nearly all 
of them are green with yellow front gri lls 

and red hubcaps. And forget about listen· 
ing to the radio. as low-flying Air Force 
j ets produce one sonic boom after an· 
other. 

In Bit burg Itself, any presidential Itiner ­
ary worth its salt would include a tour or 
the brewery. It's free, and at the end you 
get to sample the beer. But reservations 
for the tour must be made In advance, and 
based on the muddled planning of his tri p, 
the president probably would have been 
left standing outside. 

Besides, the tour lasts about two hours, 
and as one presidential adviser has said, 
the controversial trip to Bitburg will prob­
ably be shortened to about 18 seconds. 
Which leaves just enough time to get out of 
the limousine al the cemetery, lay a 
wreath and speed off. 

The military cemetery is a quaint little 
plot containing about 2,000 graves marked 
by flat stones imbedded in the ground. It i s 
at the end of a road that runs through a 
residential neighborhood. In addition to the 
German soldiers, grave markers show that 
the family Schneider, Including father, 
mother and four daughters, is buried 
here, all having died on Jan. 2, 1945. An 11· 

year -old girl. Helene Nosbuesch, lies 
nearby. 

It has been reported that Mr. Reagan 
will stay as far away from the SS graves 
as possible. That means he' ll end up way 
over on the ri ght side, by the toilets. be· 
cause the SS graves are scattered all over. 
It would make best sense for the president 
to spend a moment at the front of the ce­
metery inside the towerlike memorial - a 
plaque reads, "Greater love has no man 
than he who lays down his Ii fe for his 

friends" - but 
the problem Is 
that several 
SS soldiers 
are buried 
front and cen­
ter in row 
one. 

Earlier on 
Sunday, Mr. 
Reagan will 
see the mass 

burial mounds of concentration-camp vic­
tims at Bergen-Belsen. In contrast to a 
camp like Dachau, where some of the for­
mer buildings remain , Bergen-Belsen is a 
nicely manicured park devoid of the old 
barracks. It is located between the two 
small towns of Bergen and Belsen. and ap­
pears all of a sudden in the rolling country­
side. Located about 40 miles north of Hano­
ver. Bergen-Belsen is in farming country. 
The people there speak textbook Germ,in • 
and live in cozy villages. 

The camp is open to the public, and one 
could spend several hours there, including 
a visit to the documentation center. But 
Mr. Reagan will leave after about an hour. 
He'll then fly to Bitburg for his " 18 sec­
ond" cemetery visit, and then head off to 
inspect U.S. troops. He'll end the day with 
a state dinner in a castle between Cologne 
and Bonn. 

It's a tight schedule that apparently 
doesn't leave much time for lunch. Were 
he to stay in town longer , Mr. Reagan 
would be well -advised to taste the local 
Bitburg cuisine. He could go to Chez 

------- ----------------------------------------, Claude a French restaurant, or to Da 
I.,.ylgt, a pizza Joint. But since this is a state 

' visit to Germany, how about some German 

-..j 

specialities? 
The big thing this time of year is fresh 

asparagus spears, covered with either 
melted butter or hollandaise sauce, and 
served with cold ham or a schnitzel. It's 
particularly good at the Hotel Restaurant 
zum Simonbrau, which is connected to the 
brewery. 

Or he could try an Eintopf, a meat and 
vegetable stew. But be forewarned : Hiller 
had prescribed that everyone should eat 
Eintopf, rather than a fancy roast, one 
Sunday a month and send the money saved 
LO lhe poor. 

Come to think of it, the president ha 
better stick to the asparagus. 

Mr. Th.urow is the Journal 's Bonn corre 
spondent. 
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, Reagan Speaks to Allay Uproar 
Controversy Over Bitburg Called for 2 Speeches Instead of 1 

By Lou. Cannon 
Washington Post Slaff Wri1er 

13ITBURG, West Germany, May 
s..:.:..whenever President Reagan 
fi~ds himself in political difficulty, 
his; instinctive and time-honored 
re·rJ1edy has been to solve his prob­
le1n with a speech. 

Today, trying to dampen one of 
the most troubling ~ontroversies of 
his · presidency, Reagan gave · two 
speeches. While neither mea-

sured up to the extrav-
8:A~~IS agant advance billing 

._.._ __ of White House advis-
ers; the president's performance 
seryed his purposes of demonstrat­
ing• that he understood both the 
"uniquely destructive" nature of the 
Holocaust and the critical impor­
tance of postwar reconciliation. 

:At · Bergen-Belsen, where · his 
voice was muted and sometimes 
strained, Reagan talked of the kill­
ing of children and the murder of 
Jews, "whose death was inflicted for 
rio reason other than their very ex­
i~tence." 
: At Bitburg Air Base, where Rea­
gan's spirits rose in the presence of 

. tiands and approving U.S. military 
(amilies, he came as close as he 
~ver has in a major speech to admit­
ting that he might have made a mis­
take. 
: The president acknowledged that 
his decision to lay a wreath at a 
German military · cemetery had 
"opened old wounds" during a visit 
¢at was supposed to be "a time of 
healing." He assured Jews that rec-
9nciliation .s:Jid not mean forgetting 
Nazi crimes. Earlier in the week 
k,eagan had confided to an intimate 
t·hat he was frustrated and angry 
over being depicted as insensitive 
(o the Holocaust after 40 years of 
§peaking up about "Nazi crimes" 
against the Jews. 
~ Afterward, Reagan catlecl the day 
Qne of "hope and remembrance," 

• but his uncharacteristically sober 
~ ien seemed to say that it was also 
a difficult ordeal. The words of Rea­
gan's speech at Bergen-Belsen pro­
elaimed that "horror cannot outlast 
pope," but Reagan appeared somber 
tather than hopeful much of the 
i:tay. 
•' ,· . 

Before he spoke he had walked 
through the camp's Document 
House and viewed the photographs 
of stacks of corpes, then strolled 
· through a series of memorials 
above mass graves. 

Reagan always has been sensitive 
to the notion that he is a former 
actor ·who can weep on cue. At Ber­
gen-Belsen he appeared to be try­
ing not to cry, almost trying not to 
act, as he gave a speech recalling 
"the monstrous, incomparable hor­
ror" of the camp. 

But his voice broke nonetheless 
as he read from a famous passage in 
the diary of Anne Frank, a 15-year­
old Dutch Jew who died at the 
camp, which said, "I still believe 
that people are good at heart." 

Reagan prefers to speak from 
notes or a teleprompter. Today, he 
appeared hampered in his delivery, 
particularly at the ex-concentration 
camp site, by having to read from a 
prepared text. 

He had one minor slip, referring 
to the camp as "Berger-Belsen" and 
added one brief passage in which he 
said he had reflected, as he flew in 
from Hanover over the green coun­
tryside, that "there must have been 
a time when the prisoners at Ber­
gen-Belsen, and those at every oth­
er camp, must have felt the spring­
time was gone forever from their 
lives." 

In his subsequent Bitburg 
speech, written a week ago, Reagan 
read from another text describing 
his visit to Bergen-Belsen and say­
ing he had felt "great sadness" 
there. 

Reagan's speeches , largely 
crafted by his premier political 
speech writer Kenneth Khachigian, 
were notable for what they omitted 
as well as what they said. 

At Bergen-Belsen, where more 
than 60,000 civilians, including 
30,000 Jews, perished; Reagan . 
made no mention of the 50,000 
Russian prisoners of war who died 
there earlier in the war. 

And at Bitburg, Reagan con­
verted his call for reconciliation into 
a familiar attack on communism 
when he recalled president John F. 
Kennedy's declaration that he was a 

Berliner and went on to compare 
himself to a Jew, an Afghan, "a pris­
oner of the Gulag," a Vietnamese 
refugee, a Laotian, a Cambodian, a 
Cuban and a Miskito Indian in Nic­
aragua . 

Reagan did not mention the So­
viets by name. He also did not men­
tion Adolf Hitler, although he por­
trayed the crimes of Nazism as the 
evil work of "one man," an act of 
deference to his German hosts. 

While some of the president's 
aides publicly and effusively praised 
the speeches-Assistant Secretary 
of State Richard R. Burt called 
them "a brilliant performance"­
the private expectations of the 
president's advisers were more 
subdued. 

When the White House launched 
its damage-control campaign last 
week to extricate Reagan from the 
Bit burg controversy, a senior offi. 
cial said, "We can't make a plus of it , 
but we can ameliorate the damage." 

The expectation of Reagan's 
strategists was that a satisfactory 
performance by the president in his 
two speeches and a quick cemetery 
ceremony would subdue the contro­
versy and allow Reagan to proceed 
to other things. 

The White House has been 
buoyed by surveys taken by veteran 
Reagan pollster Richard Wirthlin 
said to show the president 's popu­
larity holding firm in the face of Bit­
burg. Some other surveys, howev­
er, give conflicting results. 

While it probably will be days or 
weeks before it becomes clea r 
whether Reagan has succeeded in 
putting Bitburg behind him , the 
controversy has left two legacies. 

One is a conspicuous deteriora­
tion of relations between the pres­
ident and the press, whom Reagan 
and his chief aides blame for blow­
ing the incident out of proportion. 

The other is an unaccustomed 
defensiveness in the Reagan White 
House, which has suffered a string 
of defeats on budget matters and 
foreign policy. Reagan's more sen­
sitive strategists recognize that Bit­
burg could become the symbol of a 
declining presidency if Reagan can­
not reverse his fortunes. 




